THE  DIARY  OF  THE 
REVOLUTION:  A 
CENTENNIAL 
VOLUME 
EMBRACING  THE... 


II 

Digitized  by  Google 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY 
BY  THE  RHODES  TRUSTEES 


1^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


■ 


- 


Digitized  by  Google 


^  Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


■  r 


1  I  •  • 


■  j  !  •« 


•    .  *    i  ? 


1    i  • 


,    it  i     *t*    '  i*  .* 


r, . 


4.      '  I 


*    •  r»« 

A      .         J  *•  » 


1  . 


•    *   -  * 


I  -  J  si 


'Vf  U 


.*'a*!:jit«  r^'i  Kr 


1?7  • 


Digitized  by  Google 


Google 


THE 


DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

%  (fcntftmial  tfolume 


EMBRACING 


The  Current  Events  in  Our  Country's  History 
From  1775  to  1781 

AS  DESCRIBED  BY  AMERICAN,   BRITISH,  AND  TORY  COTEMPOR ARIES 

COMFILED  FROM  THE  JOURNALS,  DOCUMENTS,  PRIVATE  Rk CORDS 
CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.,  OF  THAT  PERIOD 

FORMING 

An  Interesting,  Impartial,  and  Valuable  Collection  of  Revolutionary 

Literature 


BY 

FRANK  MOORE 

or  M  The  Rebeluon  Record,'1  "  Women  of  the  War,"  etc,  etc 


HARTFORD 

THE  J.  R  BURR  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

1876 


Digitized  by  Google 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1875, 
By  FRANK  MOORE, 
In  the  Office  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  at  Washington. 


PREFACE. 


Tiie  materials  of  these  volumes  are  taken  from  Whig 
and  Toiy  newspapers,  published  during  the  American 
Revolution,  private  diaries,  and  other  cotemporaneous 
writings.  They  present  to  the  student  of  this  day  the 
same  view  the  readers  of  the  revolutionary  period  en- 
joyed— the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people,  and 
the  moral  and  religious,  as  well  as  political  features  of 
the  time. 

As  far  as  practicable,  the  language  of  the  writers 
has  been  preserved.  For  every  assertion  presented  the 
reader  will  find  an  authority  which  must  be  his  guide 
in  ascertaining  its  value  in  an  historical  point  of  view ; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  he  must  keep  in  mind  the  truth 
that  the  errors  and  lampoons  of  a  period  belong  as 
much  to  its  history  as  the  facts  and  flatteries. 

Among  the  newspapers  from  which  the  editor  has 
drawn  his  material,  no  one  requires  an  especial  notice 
in  this  place ;  a  history  of  the  periodical  writers  of 
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PREFACE. 


the  last  century  would  in  itself  exceed  the  limits  of 
these  volumes.  Such  a  work  would  prove  an  interest- 
ing and  important  addition  to  the  literature  of  America. 

In  conclusion,  the  editor  acknowledges  his  obliga- 
tions for  the  many  favors  and  facilities  extended  to  him 
by  the  various  Historical  Societies  of  the  United  States, 
most  especially  to  the  officers  of  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society,  from  whom  he  has  received  the  most 
valuable  assistance. 

New  Yorky  July,  IS 75. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

January  1. — Tiie  chief  troubles  of  our  Israel'  are  the  Phil- 
antrops,  the  Hazlcrods,  the  Sir  Froths,  the  Tims,  the  Bens, 
and  the  Bobs.     These  are  men,  who,  for  large  Cmws  of  tnmMe 
shares  in  the  American  plunder,  have  sold  them-    la  BobU,d- 
selves  to  do  wickedly.    The  barbarians  who  have  been  aiding 
and  assisting  bad  governors  and  abandoned  ministers,  in  all 
their  attempts  to  subjugate  and  enslave  these  once  happy  col- 
onies :    the  hireling  prostitutes  who  have  been  constantly 
representing  to  ministry  that  the  friends  of  liberty  were  a 
small,  insignificant,  divided  faction  ;  that  the  people  had  not 
virtue  to  sacrifice  any  parts  of  the  profits  of  their  trade,  or  the 
luxury  of  their  living  for  the  sake  of  their  country  ;  or  spirit 
to  withstand  the  least  exertion  of  power.    These  are  traitors 
who  were  for  none  but  licensed  town-meetings,*  and  gave  ad- 
ministration the  outlines  of  the  execrable  Boston  Port  Bill  and 
the  other  detestable  bills  for  destroying  the  charter,*  and  those 
sacred  compacts  which  Americans  once  thought  were  of  some 
value,  the  faith  of  kings  being  the  security.    These  are  the 
unblushing  advocates  for  pensioned   governors,  dependent 
judges,  hired  attorneys,  and  sheriff  created  jurors,  that  the 
people  might,  under  color  of  law,  be  stript  of  their  property, 
without  their  consent,  and  suitably  punished  if  they  should 
dare  to  complain  :  the  odious  rebels,  who,  for  the  support  of 
these  hateful  measures,  have  invited  the  troops  and  ships, 
that  are  now  distressing  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  and  alarm* 

1  The  town  of  Boston.  '  See  the  Governor's  proclamation. 

»  Of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
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ing  not  only  a  single  province,  but  a  whole  continent.  And 
when  almost  every  event  has  turned  out  contrary  to  their  pre- 
dictions, and  when  it  might  be  reasonably  expected  that  the 
union  of  the  colonies,  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  the  late  associations  and  preparations  to  withstand 
all  hostile  attempts  upon  our  persons  or  properties,  might  lead 
administration  to  suspect  at  least  the  policy  or  safety  of  push- 
ing this  people  to  extremities ;  we  find  this  infamous  cabal 
playing  over  the  old  game  of  ministerial  deception,  and  Tim- 
othy Ruggles1  with  a  gravity  peculiar  to  himself  and  an  owl, 

Timothy  Rnwle,'  aSSCrting   in    tllC    Pul)liG    P^tS— «  that  tllOUgh 

■Mertion.  many  Gf  the  people  had  for  some  time  past  been 
arming,  their  numbers  would  not  appear  in  the  field  60  large 
as  imagined,  before  it  was  known  that  independency  was  the 
object  in  contemplation  and  further,  that  since  that  time, 
many  associated  in  divers  parts  of  the  province,  to  support 
what  he  calls  "  Government." — But  the  views  and  designs  of 
these  pensioned  prostitutes  of  Massachusetts, — in  all  that  they 
say  or  write,  are  perfectly  kenned  by  the  most  short-sighted 
amongst  us.  In  vain  arc  their  scare-crows,  raw-head  and 
bloody  bones,  held  up  to  deter  us  from  taking  the  most  effect- 
ual means  for  our  security.    The  little  scribbling,  illiberal 

1  The  Chief  Justice  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  See  statement  and 
plan  of  association,  published  by  Judge  Ruggles  in  most  of  the  Boston  papers, 
Dec.  2S-27,  1774,  and  reprinted  in  Gaines'  New  York  Gazette,  Jan.  9,  1775. 

s  An  assertion  as  false  as  it  is  impudent  and  injurious,  first  uttered  by  a  hireling 
priest/  in  the  New  York  Freeholder,  who  at  the  same  time  declared  that  he  had 
rather  be  under  the  government  of  Roman  Catholics  than  Dissenters— a  declara- 
tion truly  characteristic  of  the  doctor,  and  his  little  club  of  malignants. — The 
people  of  Massachusetts  have  hitherto  acted  purely  on  the  defensive ;  they  have 
only  opposed  those  new  regulations  which  were  instantly  to  have  been  executed, 
and  wotdd  have  annihilated  all  our  rights.  For  this  absolutely  necessary  and 
manly  step  they  have  received  the  approbation  of  the  Continental  Congress,  one 
of  the  most  respectable  assemblies  in  the  world.  They  aim  at  no  Independency, 
nor  any  thing  new,  but  barely  the  preservation  of  their  old  rights.  They  have 
referred  their  cause  to  the  whole  continent,  and  arc  determined  to  act  only  in  free 
consultation,  and  close  union  with  their  brethren.  This  is  indeed  the  safety  of 
all.— Editor  of  the  Journal. 

•  Dr.  Myles  Cooper,  the  FreMdent  of  Kings,  now  Columbia,  College,  a  vigorous  wrltnr  In 
fiuror  of  the  crown. 
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pieces,  which  liavc  disgraced  the  Massachusetts  Gazettes, 
will  not  lessen  the  Continental  Congress  in  our 

The  Gazettes. 

esteem;  or  retard  the  measures  they  have  recom- 
mended, notwithstanding  the  sums  paid  to  effect  it.  These 
writers,  and  their  attempts  to  encourage  or  mislead,  are 
treated  with  ineffable  contempt  by  their  countrymen.  It  has, 
however,  been  unhappy  for  both  countries  that  the  represen- 
tations and  projects  of  such  men  as  these  have  been  heeded 
and  adopted  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  ;  men  whose 
very  livings  have  dej>ended  upon  the  continuation  of  those 
measures  which  Americans  have  so  long  complained  of,  and 
sought  to  have  redressed.  If  these  itnnaturah  should  succeed 
in  their  present  misleading  attempts,  to  the  preventing  a 
speedy  close  to  our  differences,  we  shall  then  have  good  reason 
to  conclude  that  Wndnnw  has  happened  to  Britons,  that  the 
fid  lit  w  of  American  Liberty  might  come  in.1 

January  3. — This  morning,  Mr.  John  Case,  an  old  man  of 
near  sixty  years  of  age,  from  Long  Island,  was  entreated  by  an 
acquaintance  of  his  to  go  to  the  house  of  Jasper  Drake,  tavern- 
keej>er  near  Beekman's  Slip,  where  he  was  told  Captain 

Mel)  1,'  Captain  S  s,*  and  others  wanted  to  converse 

with  him  on  politics.  He  went,  and  soon  entered  into  conver- 
sation with  Captain  Mcl)  1,  who  attempted  to  convince 

him  that  he  was  in  an  error,  but  not  being  able  to  effect  it, 

politely  left  him.    Captain  S  s,  with  several  captain  Sa« 

other  persons,  then  attacked  him  with  the  force  J»»^n ' 
of  their  eloquence  and  noise,  but  Case  said  he  was  an  un- 
learned man,  and  but  of  few  words, — that  he  could  not  reply 
to  above  one.  That  he  judged,  however,  the  fairest  way  to 
come  at  the  truth  would  be  to  recur  to  the  origin  of  the  pres- 
ent contest  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  and  to 
trace  from  the  time  of  the  stamp  act,  the  encroachments  of 
ministerial  power,  and  the  increasing  demands  for  provincial 

privileges.    This  was  objected  to  by  Captain  S  s,  as  it 

would  require  too  much  time  and  attention  to  discuss.  He 

'  Pennsylvania  Journal,  Jan.  25.  '  Alexander  Mac  Dougall. 

1  I.-aac  Sears,  afterwards  called  by  the  loyalists,  King  Sears. 
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said  that  he  would  question  him  a  little,  and  asked  Case 
whether  the  king  had  not  violated  his  coronation  oath  ?  Mr. 
Case  replied,  that  he  thought  he  had  not,  and  reasoned  on  this 
and  other  matters  in  as  cool  a  manner  as  possible,  in  order  not 

to  irritate  Captain  S  s,  who,  however,  soon  grew  warm, 

and  branded  Case  with  the  appellation  of  Tory,  and  told  him 
that  if  he  was  in  Connecticut  government  he  would  be  put  to 

death.    S  s  then  demanded  of  Case  whether,  if  the  Bos- 

tonians  were  to  take  up  arms,  he  would  fight  for  the  king? 
Case  answered,  that  if  he  fought  on  either  side,  he  would  cer- 
tainly fight  for  no  one  else,  as  he  conceived  King  George  to 
be  his  lawful  sovereign,  for  the  minister  a  few  days  before 
prayed  for  our  rightful  sovereign  Lord  King  George  the  Third, 

on  which  S  s  replied  he  was  sorry  that  he  had  turned 

churchman,  where  sueh  prayers  were  used ;  Case  replied, 
these  expressions  were  delivered  the  preceding  Sunday  by 
Dr.  Rodgers1  at  the  Presbyterian  meeting,  for  he  himself  was 
a  Presbyterian.    After  a  few  more  queries  and  replies  of  a 

similar  nature,  S  s  told  him  that  he  would  not  sutler  a 

Tory  to  sit  in  company  with  gentlemen,  placed  a  chair  in  the 
chimney  corner,  caught  Case  bv  the  arm,  and  forced  him  into 
it.  lie  then  called  for  a  negro  boy,  who  belonged  to  the 
house,  and  ordered  him  to  sit  along  with  him  ;  for  that  he 
(Case)  was  only  fit  to  sit  in  company  with  slaves ;  but  the 
negro  had  too  much  understanding  to  comply.  Mr.  Case  then 
called  for  some  wine,  and  offered  it  to  the  company,  but 

S  s  refused  to  accept  of  it,  pushed  him  down  in  the  chair 

where  he  before  had  placed  him,  and  ordered  the  rest  not  to 
drink  with  a  Tory  ;  and  further,  that  whoever  spoke  to  Case, 
should  forfeit  a  bowl  of  toddy,  which  was  exacted  by  him 
from  two  persons  who  happened  to  disobey  his  mandates. 

S  s  then  told  Case  that  his  age  protected  him,  for  if  he 

was  a  young  man,  he  would  have  placed  him  on  a  red-hot 
gridiron  ;  and  after  he  had  detained  this  old  man  as  long  as 
he  thought  proper,  he  dismissed  him." 

1  John  Rodgers,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Wall  street  church. 
■  This  account  was  published  in  Rivington's  (Jazctte,  Jan.  12,  in  the  form  of  4 
deposition,  witnessed  by  Mr.  Case. 
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January  5. — The  professorship  lately  instituted  by  our 
most  gracious  sovereign,  at  King's  College  in  New  York,  is  to 
be  held  bv  a  tutor  of  the  college,  at  the  same  time 

"  King's  College. 

a  clergyman.  His  business,  besides  teaching,  will 
be  to  deliver  annual  lectures  in  defence  of  the  Christian,  and 
on  the  principles  of  natural  religion.  His  title,  the  Regius 
Professor  of  Divinitv,  with  a  salarv  from  the  Crown.  An  in- 
contestable  evidence  this,  of  his  Majesty's  desire  of  supporting 
the  Christian  religion  in  America,  as  it  is  in  England,  by 
annual  lectures  in  its  defence.1 

January  8. — A  letter  from  London  of  a  late  date,  says, 
Lord  North  behaves  with  the  greatest  firmness  and  composure, 
and  is  resolutely  determined  to  carry  his  point  Lon|  \orth  coo- 
with  the  colonies,  and  smiles  with  contempt  upon  "•>•»«**"»»• 
anv  tales  of  congresses  and  combinations  in  America.  The 
Duke  of  Richmond  has  positively  declared  his  Thc  Ptlk(>  of  ,.,ch_ 
opinion,  that  the  colonics  have  proceeded  to  such  ,non,,'s  ot,ir,,on- 
unjustifiable  lengths,  their  pretensions  cannot  any  longer  be 
supported  ;  and  that  the  constitutional  authority  of  Parliament 
over  them  must  be  maintained  ;  and  that  this  is  the  language 
of  most  people  of  England.* 

January  0. — A  writer  in  England  gives  the  following  ad- 
vice to  administration  with  respect  to  America:  "Let  author- 
ity give  way  to  prudence;  dignity  is  supported  AdvWtotho 
best  by  justice;  the  bread  of  at  least  one  hundred  *iini*try. 
thousand  manufacturers  is  of  more  importance  than  a  shadowy 
authority  ;  the  lives  of  our  fellow-subjects,  descended  from 
ourselves,  and  though  born  in  a  distant  climate,  are  dear  to 
us.  One  passionate  resolve  may  sacrifice  a  million  of  P>ritish 
subjects,  and  subject  this  nation  and  its  dependencies  to  ruin, 
and  those  who  framed  it  to  everlasting  infamy.  More  is  at 
stake  than  many  comprehend  ;  those  who  say  otherwise  are 
ignorant,  or  foes  in  disguise." 1 

•  Gaines'  New  York  Gazette,  Jan.  9.  *  The 

1  Supplement  to  Holt'a  New  York  Journal,  Jan.  5. 
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January  10. — This  evening  was  married  by  the  Reverend 
Doc-tor  Auehmuty,  Mr.  Joseph  Dillon,  son  of  Captain  Dillon, 
Joseph  nuion    commander  of  His  Majesty's  packet,  the  Mercury, 
marmd.      ^Q  ^jj^  Joanna  Van  Ilorne,  daughter  of  Mr.  Gar- 
ret  Van  Home,  late  an  eminent  merchant  of  this  city  ;  a  very 
amiable  and  truly  deserving  young  lady.1 

Thk  people  of  Marblehead,  Massachusetts,  met  to-day  and 
resolved,  that,  as  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
Motion  m  Marble town  may  soon  be  called  forth,  to  assist  in  defend- 
h.u.1.  Ma«.     m^  t|je  (.jmrter  anu«  constitution  of  that  province, 

as  well  as  the  rights  and  liberties  of  all  America,  in  order 
thereto  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  properly  disci- 
plined and  instructed  in  the  art  of  war  ;  they  also  ordered  that 
a  committee  of  fifteen  be  appointed  to  attend  to  the  conduct 
of  the  ministerial  tools  and  Jacobites  in  that  town,  and  to  re- 
port their  names  to  the  town,  that  effectual  measures  may  be 
taken  to  silence  them  in  the  future,  or  expel  them  from  the 
community.* 

January  12. — This  day,  his  Majesty's  frigate,  the  King- 
fisher, Captain  Montague,  went  up  to  Turtle  Bay  to  lay  there 
for  the  winter  season.* 


At  a  late  meeting  of  exotics,  styled  The  Sons  of  Liberty,  in 
New  York,  the  pamphlet  entitled  "  Farmer  A.  W.'s  View  of 
the  controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,"  &c, 
published  last  week  by  Mr.  Rivington,  was  introduced  by  one 
of  the  mushrooms,  and  after  a  few  pages  being  read  to  the 
company,  they  agreed  nem.  con.  to  commit  it  to  the  flames, 
without  the  benefit  of  clergy  ;  though  many,  very  many  in- 
deed, could  neither  write  nor  read  ;  however,  their  common 
executioner  immediately  threw  it  into  the  fire,  where  it  was 
consumed,  and  its  spiritual  part  ascended  in  vapor,  to  the 

1  Gaines1  Mercury"  Jan.  16.  *  Upcott,  ir.  295. 

*  New  York  Gaiette,  Jan.  16. 
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upper  regions  ;  whither  not  one  of  the  company  durst  aspire, 
even  in  idea.1 

January  17.— The  Provincial  Congress  of  South  Carolina 
met  on  the  11th  instant,  and  have  continued  in  session,  Sun- 
days not  excepted,  untu  to-day.  They  have  shut  up  the  courts 
of  law  ;  no  process  is  to  issue  in  civil  cases,  and  all  proceed- 
ings had,  since  the  return  day,  September  20,  1774,  are  to  be 
staid.    This  is  such  a  step  as  no  other  province  has  yet  taken.2 

A  correspondent  says  : — "  Tlie  violent  party  in  Philadel- 
phia are  greatly  crest-fallen  ;  they  see  with  inexpressible  cha- 
grin the  numbers  of  their  former  adherents  which  they  lose 
every  day.  The  Pennsylvania  Farmer,  a  gentleman  of  great 
discernment,  and  possessed  of  a  very  large  estate,  has  deserted 
them,  greatly  alarmed  at  the  length  our  committee  are  carry- 
ing  matters ;  he  has  declared  he  will  not  meet  them  any  more, 
and  he  does  not  declare  alone."  * 

Another  writer  observes,  that  the  cause  of  the  enemies  of 
American  liberty  must  needs  be  in  a  most  desperate  condi- 
tion, since  they  have  recourse  to  the  most  infamous  acts  and 
falsehoods  to  carry  their  point.  Of  these  he  instances  a  long 
catalogue,  among  which  arc  the  following : — That  the  people 
in  several  colonies  are  deserting  the  cause  of  their  country  and 
joining  its  enemies  to  enslave  it.  That  several  of  the  most 
eminent  patriots  had  deserted  the  cause,  particularly  the 
Philadelphia  farmer — who  remains  the  same  invariable  friend 
he  has  ever  been  to  his  country  and  mankind,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  delegates  for  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  to  meet 
next  May  in  general  Congress."  * 

January  19. — The  Governor  of  Connecticut  called  his 
counsel  together  on  the  4th  instant ;  their  deliberations  are 
kept  very  secret ;  but  we  are  told  they  have  ordered  three 

1  Rivington'fl  Gazette,  Jan.  12.    *  Guinea'  Mercury,  Feb.  6.    '  John  Dickinson. 
*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Philadelphia,  in  Rivington's  Gazette,  Jan.  19. 
»  Holt'a  Journal,  Feb.  9. 
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hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  lead  in  proportion,  to  be 
purchased  at  the  public  expense.  The  militia  in  the  whole 
colony  is  mustered  every  week,  and  in  most  towns  they  have 
a  deserter  from  his  Majesty's  forces,  by  way  of  drill  sergeant 
Nothing  but  a  spirit  of  independence  would  suffer  matters  to 
be  carried  to  such  extremities,  as  make  all  prudent  inhabitants 
fear  that  our  parchment  will  soon  totter.' 

January  20. — A  little  after  ten  o'clock  this  evening,  two 
young  men  passing  down  Milk  street,  near  the  entrance  into 
Disturbance  ot  Long  Lane,  they  were  accosted  by  an  officer,  not 
ik*um.      m  tjie  Engiis}^  out  ^  they  supposed  in  another 

language,  which  they  did  not  understand  ;  they  asked  him 
what  he  meant ;  he  replied  he  meant  to  tell  them  to  go  about 
their  business.  They  had  not  gone  far  before  the  officer  called 
to  them  to  stop.  They  stopped  till  he  came  up  to  them,  and 
angry  words  ensued.  The  young  men,  however,  parted  from 
him  the  second  time,  and  went  on  their  wav  towards  their 
homes.  The  officer  followed  and  overtook  them  near  the  head 
of  the  lane,  and  stopped  them  again,  telling  them  he  supposed 
thev  were  stiff  Americans ;  to  which  one  of  them  said  he 
gloried  in  the  character.  Here  again  words  ensued,  and  the 
officer  drew  his  sword,  flourished  it  and  struck  one  of  the 
young  men  on  the  arm,  who  immediately  seized  him.  At  this 
juncture,  three  or  four  of  the  town  watch,  who  were  upon  the 
patrol,  came  up  and  separated  them,  advising  them  to  go 
home.  The  two  young  men  did  so,  but  the  officer  refused, 
saying  lie  was  prisoner  of  the  watch  and  would  go  with  them ; 
they  told  him  he  was  not  their  prisoner,  but  might  go  where 
he  pleased,  and  if  he  desired  it,  they  would  see  him  safe  home: 
but  he  insisted  upon  it  that  he  was  their  prisoner.  The  watch- 
men went  down  the  lane  towards  their  head-quarters  in  King 
street,  where  they  had  been  going  before,  and  the  officer  ac- 
companied them.  In  the  way  they  met  with  several  persons, 
whom  they  took  to  be  servants  of  officers,  who,  supposing  the 
officer  to  be  in  custody  of  the  watch,  attempted  to  rescue  him, 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  ITartford,  Jan.  13;  Rivington's  Gazette,  Jan.  19. 
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but  he  insisted  upon  being  a  prisoner,  and  said  the  watchmen 
were  his  friends,  and  he  wouM  go  with  them.  They  then 
went  forward,  and  in  Quaker  Lane,  which  leads  into  King 
street,  they  were  met  and  assaulted  by  more  than  twenty 
officers  of  the  army,  who  took  several  of  their  watch  poles 
from  them,  and  wounded  some  of  them.' 

January  23. — Tins  morning  a  detachment  of  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  soldiers  from  the  army  in  Boston,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Balfour,  were  embarked  Ba|four  vNta 
in  armed  vessels  for  Marshfield,  about  forty  miles 
from  that  place.    We  arc  at  a  loss  for  the  occasion  of  this  ex- 
traordinary manoeuvre,  as  all  of  our  accounts  from  Marshfield 

1  Edes  and  Gills'  account,  as  published  in  Rivington's  Gazette,  Feb.  9.  The 
same  paper  contains  the  following  "Other  Side  of  the  Question:" — Yon  have 
read  in  that  fund  of  lies  and  sedition,  Edes  and  (Jill,*  of  a  "  high-handed  riot." 
There  have  been  five  field  officers  on  a  court  of  inquiry,  to  inspect  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  concerned  on  that  occasion.  It  commented  by  Lieutenant 
Myers  :>sth  Regiment,  being,  without  the  smallest  cause,  insulted  by  two  towns- 
people, who  not  only  called  him  a  Tory,  rascal,  scoundrel,  &c,  but  damned  the 
king,  governor,  army,  and  every  friend  to  government ;  the  former  he  put  up 
with,  the  latter  resented,  by  knocking  the  person  down.  He  was  immediately 
surrounded  by  the  watch;  and  though  he  immediately  surrendered,  and  gave  his 
sword  to  a  Mr.  Winslow,  who  came  up  at  the  time,  (a  private  gentleman,)  and 
informed  them,  and  this  gentleman,  of  the  cuuse  of  the  quarrel,  they  treated 
him  with  every  indignity  possible;  not  only  allowed  the  two  men  to  knock  him 
down  in  the  midst  of  them,  but  they  themselves  kicked  and  beat  him  all  the  way 
to  the  watch-house,  a  little  short  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  noise  about  the 
watch-house  brought  together  a  few  officers,  whom  Mr.  Myers  requested  not  to 
interfere,  concealed  from  them  the  cruel  treatment  he  had  met  with,  and  insisted 
on  remaining  in  custody.  The  insolence  of  the  watch  to  those  gentlemen  occa- 
sioned a  fresh  riot,  when  the  interposition  of  a  party  from  the  main  guard  pre- 
vented any  bad  consequences.  Immediately  after,  Myers  wns  released,  by  order 
from  the  governor.  Complaints  were  immediately  lodged  against  the  officers, 
and  bail  is  to  be  given  to-morrow  for  their  appearance.  I  cannot  quit  this  sub- 
ject without  observing,  that  the  high-flyers  arc  much  disappointed  in  the  event 
of  this  riot  ;  not  only  at  the  little  mischief  done,  but  at  the  ready  submission  of 
everv  officer  concerned,  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 

The  spirit  of  the  people  here  seems  to  subside  a  little  ;  and  we  have  every 
r.-a«on  to  believe,  that,  in  order  to  keep  it  up,  the  vagabonds  of  the  town  are 
employed  to  insult  the  troops,  which  they  do  daily,  in  hopes  of  bringing  about 
another  massacre. 

•  The  pabllihew  of  the  Boston  Ga*«tte  and  Country  Journal. 
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that  the  peoj)le  in  that  vicinity  were  peaceable,  and  no 
injury  hail  been  ottered  any  of  the  Tories.  A  few  persons 
there,  it  is  said,  who  have  rendered  themselves  disagreeable 
and  contemptible  to  their  neighbors,  have  taken  it  into  their 
heads  to  make  complaint  to  General  Gage  for  military  protec- 
tion. In  this  they  have  engaged  a  number  of  idle  young  fel- 
lows, and  some  negroes  to  join  them.  The  letters  from  thence 
state  that  the  numbers  and  quality  of  the  petitioners  are  des- 
picable. Some  inhabitants  not  unfriendly  to  the  Tory  cause, 
signified  their  disapprobation  of  this  measure.  The  sending 
soldiers  alarms  and  irritates  the  country ;  but  what  service  the 
Tory  cause  is  to  receive  from  this  step,  time  will  discover.' 

January  25. — A  despicable  pamphlet  lately  published  in 
Boston,  now  commonly  called  the  "  Grey  Mayjot"  has  as- 
serted, "  That  the  only  apology  which  could  be 
The  orey  xuggot.  ma(je  ^.)r  tjie  COI1dUct  0f  tjie  Continental  Congress 

in  adopting  the  Suffolk  resolves,  was  that  they  came  into  this 
vote  immediately  after  drinking  thirty-two  bumpers  of  Ma- 
deira, of  which  the  next  morning,  when  their  heads  were  cool, 
they  were  ashamed,  and  then  prudently  determined  not  to  do 
the  business  till  after  dinner  for  the  future  !  "  If  it  would  not 
offend  the  characters  of  that  truly  august  assembly  to  take  so 
much  notice  of  this  most  impudent  and  false  assertion,  as 
seriously  to  contradict  it,  we  would  say,  that  it  appears  from  the 
minutes  of  the  Congress,  that  as  they  sat  till  late  in  the  after- 
noon, they  never  did  any  business  after  dinner,  and  that  the 
Suffolk  resolves  were  acted  upon  Saturday,  in  the  forenoon. 
From  this  instance  the  public  may  see  to  what  an  astonishing 
height  of  unblushing  falsehood  and  the  basest  calumny  against 
the  most  respectable  characters,  the  enemies  of  our  common 
rights  have  now  attained  ;  and  how  ready  they  are  to  perform 
any  dirty  drudgery  for  the  sake  of  procuring  or  preserving  a 
titled  or  lucrative  place.* 

Saturday  last,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  died  at  Philadelphia, 
in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his   age,  universally  lamented, 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  Feb.  8.  *  Thu  name  paper. 
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Thomas  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Vendue  Master,  one  of  the  alder- 
men, and  for  some  time  mayor  of  that  city,  which  XhonuL,  UwmM 
offices  lie  tilled  with  unsullied  reputation.  In  die(L 
short,  benevolence  marked  his  character,  and  virtue  in  him 
wore  her  most  amiable  dress,  being  constantly  exercised  in 
love  towards  his  family,  uprightness  in  his  dealings,  sincerity 
in  his  friendships,  cheerfulness  in  his  conversation,  and  an 
earnest  desire  to  promote  peace  and  happiness  around  him. 
This  day  his  remains  were  deposited  in  the  family  vault  in 
Christ'  church  burying-ground,  attended  by  a  very  large 
number  of  respectable  citizens.  The  funeral  was  conducted 
agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress.1 

"  Those  who  have  turned  the  least  part  of  their  attention  to 
history/"  says  a  writer  in  England,  "  will  find  a  strong  simili- 
tude between  us  at  the  present  time  and  the  Enjf„8h  nnil 
Romans  in  their  declension.  The  latter  at  that  Kou*ns- 
period  were  more  luxurious,  dissipated,  and  fanciful  in  dress, 
equipage,  arts,  eVrc,  than  at  any  other  time — so  are  uy.  Suicide 
more  peculiarly  marked  that  era — so  it  does  ours.  Their 
emperors  held  the  dignity  of  government  in  such  open  con- 
tempt that  tluy  frequently  made  their  horses  consuls.  Ours, 
in  this  last  point,  goes  beyond  them,  by  making  asses  sena- 
tors :  yet  with  all  this,  the  form  of  government  was  supported. 
— Alas!  ours  at  present  is  nothing  but  a  form/" 

January  27. — In  the  town  of  Plymouth,  Massachusetts, 
eleven  persons  were  chosen  to  observe  the  actions  of  the  Tories, 
and  make  report  from  time  to  time,  what  they  can  hear  and 
observe/ 

January  2$. — Yesterday  the  house,  bam,  and  barrack  of 
Jacob  Van  Binschola,  of  Poughkeepsie,  Dutchess  County,  was 

'  Gaines'  Mercury,  Jan.  SO. — On  the  20th  October,  1774,  the  Continental  Con- 
press,  in  their  Articles  of  Association,  resolved,  that,  "  on  the  death  of  any  rela- 
tion or  friend,  none  of  us,  or  any  of  our  families,  will  go  into  any  further  mouni- 
in£-drt-jyi  thnn  a  black  crape  or  ribbon  on  the  arm  or  hat,  for  gentlemen ;  and  a 
black  ribbon  and  necklace  for  ladies  ;  and  wo  will  discontinue  the  gi\  ing  of  gloves 
and  «arfs  at  funerals." — Journal*  of  CongrtM. 

*  Holt's  Journal,  Feb.  9.  *  New  York  Journal,  Feb.  16. 
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burnt  to  the  ground,  together  with  every  tiling  therein  contained. 
The  villainous  action  was  perpetrated  by  a  negro  fellow  belong- 
ing to  the  family,  who  some  time  before  had  been  corrected 
by  his  master.  Confessing  his  guilt,  he  has  been  tried  and 
burnt  to-day.1 

February  1. — This  day  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 
chusetts, met  at  Cambridge,  and  the  lion.  John  Hancock  was 
chosen  president.* 

Fasting  and  prayer,  appointed  by  authority,  throughout 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  "  to  implore  the  divine  mercy  at  this 
Connecticut  To-  dark  an<*  critical  time."  A  number  of  Tories  be- 
longing  to  the  town  of  Stamford,  in  that  colony, 
met  at  a  certain  tavern  to  spend  the  day  in  regaling  themselves, 
and,  as  their  manner  commonly  is  upon  such  occasions,  testi- 
fying their  loyalty  to  the  king,  by  disobeying  the  proclama- 
tion of  his  Governor.  They  received  intelligence  of  some  casks 
of  powder,  which  a  carman  was  entrusted  with,  for  the  use  of 
the  colony.  Of  this  they  gave  immediate  information  to  an 
under  officer  of  the  customs,  who  seized  the  powder,  and 
ordered  it  to  his  own  house.' 


February  3. — A  number  of  men  from  a  distant  town 
having  heard  of  the  seizure  of  the  powder  at  Stamford,  went 
in  a  body  to  that  town  ;  proceeded  in  an  orderly 

Affair  at  Stamford.  J        .       .  1  \  .  .  J 

manner  to  the  house  where  the  powder  was 
lodged,  which  they  entered  without  opposition,  and  having 
found  it,  rode  off  with  the  casks,  without  any  bad  conse- 
quences, saving  a  plentiful  discharge  of  Billingsgate  from  the 
mortified  disappointed  faction,  and  the  no  small  consternation 
of  the  informers,  who  upon  the  first  news  of  the  company's 
approach,  ran  off  with  great  trepidation,  and  hid  themselves 
until  all  was  over.4 

1  Gaines'  Mercury,  Feb.  18.  1  New  York  Gaaette,  Feb.  13. 

»  Holt's  Journal,  Feb.  16. 

4  Holt's  Journal,  Feb.  16.— Rivington,  In  his  Gacette  of  the  9th  Feb.,  pub- 
lishes the  following :  One  day  hut  week,  seven  half  barrels  of  gunpowder  were 
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Febbuary  0. — Yesterday  some  gentlemen  were  dining 
together  at  a  honsc  in  New  York,  and  in  the  eonrse  of  the 
conversation,  one  of  the  company  frequently  used  D^non  of  * 
the  word  Tory  ;  the  gentleman  at  whose  house  Tor7' 

they  dined,  asked  him,  4  Pray,  Mr.  ,  what  is  a  Tory?' 

He  replied,  *  A  Tory  is  a  thing  whose  head  is  in  England,  and 
its  body  in  America,  and  its  neck  ought  to  be  stretched.' ' 

February  10. — Ox  Thursday  morning,  the  2d  instant,  the 
ship  James,  Captain  "Watson,  arrived  at  New  York  from 
Glasgow,  with  a  cargo  of  coals  and  dry  goods,  but  ^  >h^  <w,  at 
as  she  did  not  arrive  within  the  time  prescribed  84,1  7  llwok* 
by  the  tenth  article  of  the  association  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress,1  a  strict  watch  was  constantly  kept,  by  some  of  the  sub- 
committee, and  a  number  of  inhabitants,  to  prevent  the  laud- 
ing of  any  goods,  in  a  clandestine  manner ;  and  the  captain 
was  requested  to  procure  such  necessaries  as  he  might  stand  in 
need  of,  and  immediately  quit  the  port.    With  this  request, 

leited  by  William  Hubbard,  Esq.,  at  Stamford,  in  Connecticut,  on  its  way  from 
Xew  York  to  Xew  Haven,  over  land. 

We  htTe  just  received  advice,  that  the  house  of  the  collector  of  Stamford 
was.  the  day  after  the  seizure  of  the  gunpowder,  attacked  by  a  number  of  Liberty 
bda,  who  took  possession  of  the  powder,  and  carried  it  off  on  horse*  to  Fairfield. 
They  were  beaded  by  one  Bartram,  a  quondam  sergeant  in  the  provincial  service. 
A  party  from  Hartford,  with  Colonel  Wyllys,  Captain  Alcott,  two  of  the  Messrs. 
Bad,  thirty  of  them  in  all,  marched  to  Fairfield,  took  possession  of  the  powder, 
and  lodged  it  in  the  loyal  town  of  Hartford. 

1  New  York  Journal,  Feb.  9. 

1  Association,  Article  10.— In  case  any  merchant,  trader,  or  other  person,  shall 
import  any  goods  or  merchandise,  after  the  first  day  of  December,  and  before  the 
first  day  of  February  next,  the  same  ought  forthwith,  at  the  election  of  the 
owner,  to  be  either  re-shipped,  or  delivered  up  to  the  committee  of  the  county  or 
town  wherein  they  shall  be  imported,  to  be  stored  at  the  risk  of  the  importer, 
until  the  non-importation  agreement  shall  cease,  or  be  sold  under  the  direction 
of  the  committee  aforesaid ;  and  in  the  last-mentioned  case,  the  owner  or  owners 
of  inch  goods  shall  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  sales,  the  first  cost  and  charges,  the 
profit,  if  any,  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and  employing  euch  poor  inhab- 
itant* of  the  town  of  Boston,  as  arc  immediate  sufferers  by  the  Boston  Port  Bill ; 
and  a  particular  account  of  all  goods  so  returned,  stored,  or  sold,  to  be  inserted 
in  the  public  papers ;  and  if  any  goods  or  merchandise  shall  be  imported  after 
the  s&id  first  day  of  February,  the  same  ought  forthwith  to  be  sent  back  again, 
•ithout  breaking  any  of  the  packages  thereof. — Journal*  of  Congreu. 
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lie  seemed  rather  unwilling  to  comply,  and  was  encouraged  to 
hope  from  the  assurances  of  a  number  of  ministerial  tools,  who 
promised  to  support  him,  that  his  cargo  would  he  landed  ;  for 
which  purpose  they  employed  a  few  vagrants  to  go  on  board 
the  ship,  which  then  lay  in  the  harbor,  and  bring  the  colors 
on  shore,  with  a  view  of  raising  a  posse,  to  assist  in  landing 
the  goods ;  but  the  banditti  that  were  collected  for  this  pur- 
pose were  soon  suppressed  by  the  inhabitants,  who  are  for 
supporting  the  association,  and  who  began  to  assemble  in  great 
numbers  ;  upon  which  the  captain,  conceiving  the  ship  to  be 
in  great  danger,  sent  the  mate  on  shore,  requesting  assistance 
to  get  her  under  sail,  as  the  seamen  refused  to  do  that  duty. 
This  request  being  complied  with,  they  immediately  got  her 
under  weigh,  and  fell  down  about  four  miles  below  the  city, 
where  she  remained,  attended  by  a  boat,  with  a  member  of  the 
committee  and  some  of  the  townsmen  on  board,  till  last  Thurs- 
day night  (0th),  when  she  was  again  brought  into  the  harbor, 
by  an  officer  and  a  number  of  men  belonging  to  his  Majesty's 
ship  King  Fisher ;  which  ship  it  is  supposed  came  down  from 
Turtle  Hay  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  her,  and 
intimidating  the  inhabitants. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  ship  was  coming  up 
again,  the  people,  highly  exasperated,  began  to  assemble  to- 
gether in  great  numbers,  and  immediately  went  to  the  cap- 
tain's lodgings  ;  seized  him,  and  after  conducting  him  through 
many  of  the  principal  streets,  attended  by  a  prodigious  con- 
course of  people,  he  was,  without  suffering  the  least  hurt  or 
injury,  put  on  board  a  boat,  with  some  hands  to  row  him,  and 
sent  off.  His  ship  then  lying  at  anchor  ten  miles  below  the 
town,  he  went  on  board  the  man-of-war,  which  lay  in  the  har- 
bor, where  his  own  ship  did  not  arrive  until  the  next  morning, 
when  she  came  to  anchor  under  the  cannon  of  the  King  Fisher. 
In  this  situation  matters  remained  until  Saturday,  when  they 
began  to  unmoor  the  ship,  intending  to  get  under  sail,  but 
were  prevented  by  the  lieutenant  of  the  man-of-war,  who 
hailed  the  ship,  and  demanded  if  they  had  a  clearance.  Being 
assured  in  the  negative  he  ordered  them  not  to  unmoor.  This 
obstruction  greatly  exasperated  a  number  of  people  that  were 
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collected  to  see  her  get  under  sail,  who  went  in  quest  of  tlie 
captain  of  the  King  Fisher,  to  know  by  what  authority  lie 
detained  the  ship,  hut  they  could  not  meet  with  him ;  he  was, 
however,  soon  after  waited  upon,  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  the  ship  was  consigned,  and  on  being  informed  of  the 
lieutenant's  conduct,  and  asked  his  reasons  for  detaining  her, 
he  replied  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  her,  and  imme- 
diately gave  orders  to  let  her  pass.  Accordingly  she  got 
under  sail  the  next  morning  about  ten  o'clock,  accompanied 
by  a  boat,  with  two  of  the  committee  and  a  number  of  inhabi- 
tants on  board  ;  which  boat,  after  taking  out  the  pilot,  left  her 
at  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  about  a  league  to  the  southward  of  Sandy 
Hook,  with  a  fresh  gale,  and  at  half-past  four  o'clock  she  was 
out  of  sight. 

As  every  artifice  has  been  used,  and  a  variety  of  manoeuvres 
put  in  practice,  by  a  set  of  ministerial  hirelings,  to  procure  the 
landing  of  the  cargo  of  this  ship,  it  must  give  real  pleasure  to 
ever}'  lover  of  his  country  to  observe  that  the  good  people  of 
New  York  are  determined  to  support  the  association  of  the 
general  Congress  at  all  events.1 

It  appears  that  the  inhabitants  of  Maryland  are  all  in 
motion  ;  forming  county  meetings,  choosing  committees  of 
observation  to  carry  into  effectual  execution,  MarvInml  Jn 
without  fear,  favor,  or  partiality,  the  measures  niouon. 
recommended  by  the  grand  Continental  Congress,  and  forming 
companies  to  learn  the  art  military.  Anne  Arundel  county, 
including  the  citizens  of  Annapolis,  have  resolved  that  every 
person  who  should  refuse  to  contribute  to  the  purchase  of 
arms  and  ammunition  for  the  use  of  that  countv,  before  the 
first  of  this  month  (Feb.),  shall  be  deemed  an  enemy  to 
America,  and  his  name  published  in  the  Maryland  Gazette. 
The  General  Assembly  of  New  Jersey  have  approved  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  instructed  their 
delegates  to  propose  and  agree  to  every  reasonable  and  consti- 
tutional measure  for  the  accommodation  of  the  unhappy  differ- 
ences at  present  subsisting  between  the  mother  country  and 
the  colonies.' 

1  Dolt's  New  York  Journal,  Feb.  16.  "  Upcott,  iv.  297. 
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The  members  of  the  Philadelphia  committee  of  correspond- 
ence deny  the  rumors  reflecting  on  their  patriotism.1 

While  the  county  delegates  were  in  session  at  Fairfield, 
Connecticut,  the  day  before  yesterday,  the  following  toast 
Arithmetic.!    was  ^ran^  °y  a  company  of  gentlemen  in  that 
Toaau.      town '. — Addition    to    Whigs ;    Subtraction  to 
Tories ;  Multiplication  to  the  friends  of  Liberty,  and  Division 
to  the  enemies  of  America." 

February  17. — It  is  said  that  at  least  three-fourths  of 
the  people  in  Cortlandt's  manor,  New  York,  have  declared 
Cortinn<u>  Manor  thcir  unwillingness  to  enter  into  the  Congres- 
ui«irMcteu.    8ional  measures,*  that  a  great  number  of  the  peo- 

1  Gaines'  Mercury,  March  13. 

"  Holt's  Journal,  Feb.  23.— At  the  meeting  of  the  delegates,  every  town  in 
the  county  was  represented  except  Ridgefield  and  Newton.    In  the  evening  of  the 
day  the  meeting  was  held,  "  two  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  place  lately  known  and 
called  by  the  name  of  Ridgefield,  put  up  at  a  public  house  in  Weathersfield,  Conn., 
and  entering  into  conversation,  boldly  justified  the  vote  of  the  said  latt  town  of 
Ridgefield,  in  disapproving  of  the  doings  of  the  Continental  Congress;  and  pro- 
ceeded far  in  supporting  Court  doctrines  of  passive  obedience  to  Parliament,  Ac 
This  was  taken  notice  of  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  present,  who  considered  it, 
in  effect,  as  a  direct  breach  of  the  Association  of  the  said  Congress,  and  therefore 
voted,  that,  '  in  their  opinion,  it  was  proper  that  those  persons  should  be  returned 
the  way  from  whence  they  came,  under  safe  conduct,  from  town  to  town,  to  the 
*aid  place  lately  known  by  the  %aid  name  of  Ridgefield?  and,  that  all  honest  and 
true  men  to  this  country  might  know  and  avoid  them,  proper  persons  were  ap- 
pointed instantly  to  attend  them  on  their  return  as  far  as  Farniingtou,  and  there 
to  acquaint  the  inhabitants  of  their  behavior,  and  leave  them  to  their  further 
transportation,  as  is  usual;  and  as  by  law  is  provided,  in  cases  of  strolling  idiots, 
lunatics,  Ac.    A  letter  was  accordingly  written  to  the  gentlemen  at  Farmington, 
representing  their  unhappy  and  desperate  situation,  which  was  signed  by  the 
principal  gentlemen  present ;  and  the  unhappy  men,  properly  escorted,  set  ofT  at 
nine  o'clock,  amidst  the  hisses,  groans,  Ac,  of  a  respectable  concourse  of  people, 
the  populace  following  them  out  of  town,  beating  a  dead  march."—  Cliffs  Diary, 
and  Haifa  Journal,  Jan.  28. 

»  This  rumor  is  denied  by  "  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  veracity,"  as  follows  : 

"There  are  not  any  of  the  landholders  in  said  manor,  except  one  C  y,  a  miller, 

at  Peekskill,  and  a  few  interlopers  of  his  kidney,  that  are  of  that  perverse  senti. 
ment.  The  proprietors  of  the  manor  of  Cortland t,  together  with  all  the  other 
landholders,  except  the  above  miller  and  his  few  adherent  Tories,  are  unanimous 
in  favor  of  the  Congress  measures."— Hold  Journal,  March  2. 
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pie  in  general  in  Westchester  county  are  preparing  to  do  the 
like,  and  that  the  association  against  the  Continental  Congress 
has  been  signed  by  three  hundred  persons  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Poughkeepsie  only.  Many  lists  are  sent  about  Dutchess 
county,  on  which  also  many  hundreds  have  subscribed.1 

On  Friday  last,  at  Messrs.  Sharp  and  Curtenius's  furnace, 
in  New  York,  a  cylinder  was  cast  for  the  steam-engine  of  the 
waterworks  now  in  course  of  erection  in  that  city.  This  is 
the  first  performance  of  the  kind  ever  attempted  in  America, 
and  allowed  by  judges  to  be  extremely  well  executed.' 

February  18. — A  few  days  ago  a  riot  occurred  at  Eliza- 
bethtown  in  Jersey.  The  scene  opened  between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock,  with  seizing  a  poor  Staten  Islander,  for  m^uu,^ 
no  other  crime  than  because  some  people  of  that  riot 
ever  loyal  island  were  supposed  to  have  been  ready  to  assist 
in  landing  some  goods  from  Captain  Watson's  Scotch  ship, 
which  lately  left  New  York,  and  is  departed  with  his  cargo 
for  Jamaica,  having  arrived  at  New  York  after  the  first  of 
February,  the  day  limited  by  the  Congress  for  the  importation 
of  goods.  The  man's  boat  was  dragged  ashore,  and  his  oysters 
distributed  to  the  hungry  vagabonds,  who  were  visibly 
headed  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  by  Jonathan 
Hampton,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  Judge  of  the  Jad*e  *mpton* 
county  court,  and  chairman  of  the  committee.  Ilampton  was 
the  man  who  attempted  lately  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  his 
Majesty's  royal  regiment  of  Ireland,  over  the  ferries,  and  pre- 
vented wagons  from  carrying  their  baggage ;  this  same 
Ilampton  was  the  man  who  raised  a  riot  lately  in  Sussex  county, 
attacked  a  peddler,  and  destroyed  his  property.  About  four 
o'clock,  when  the  mob  discharged  the  poor  oyster  man,  they 
proceeded  to  abuse  all  the  people  in  the  town  who  were 
known  to  be  well  affected  to  the  constitution  ;  they  erected  a 
gallows,  in  order  more  particularly  to  insult  them,  and  fixed 
np  a  liberty  pole  in  the  middle  of  the  town.  It  must  be  ob- 
•erved,  that  the  worshipful  Judge,  Jonathan  Ilampton,  was, 

1  Upcott,  it.  297.  1  BMngtoa'a  Gazette,  Feb.  lfc 
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as  usual,  completely  drunk  when  the  riot  commenced.  For 
the  honor  of  the  police,  it  must  be  recorded,  that  two  of  the 
aldermen,  Messrs.  Blanchard  and  Dayton,  exerted  themselves 
greatly  to  suppress  those  violences,  hut  they  were  only  able  to 
check  them.  Two  of  the  Delegates  contributed  towards  a  col- 
lection that  was  made  for  their  ever-staunch  friends  the  mob. 
Mr.  Alderman  Blanchard  ordered  the  gallows  to  be  demolished, 
after  it  had  existed  two  hours ;  and  their  deity,  the  liberty 
polo,  was  struck  by  an  order  from  the  committee,  without  the 
consent  of  that  exemplary  and  able  guarantee  of  American 
freedom,  the  righteous  and  immaculate  Judge  Jonathan  Hamp- 
ton. 

This  was  a  glorious  day  to  the  sons  of  licentiousness  ;  and 
it  was  also  a  glorious  day  to  the  sons  of  loyalty  ;  for  it  has 
nade  in  Elizabethtown  more  proselytes  to  the  side  of  order 
and  government,  than  all  the  other  endeavors  thut  have  been 
exerted  to  abate  the  fever  of  the  times.1 

Last  night,  Mr.  John  Schoonumkcr,  being  in  bed  at  his 
house  in  Ulster  county,  New  York,  overheard  the  follow- 
Mtcro  n»t  in  m&  conversation  between  his  own  negro  York, 
Ulster  co.  amj  a  „Cgro  named  Joe,  belonging  to  Mr.  Jo- 
hannes Schoonmaker.  "  York.  How  many  ( — Joe.  A  great 
many. —  York.  From  where  ? — Joe.  From  Keyserick,  Hurley, 
and  Kingstown. —  York.  How  much  powder  have  they  ? — Joe. 
Two  pounds. —  York.  That  is  not  enough,  they  should  have 
more  to  get  through  with  it,  and  drums  enough  to  prevent 
hearing  the  cries.  They  will  begin  two  at  your  house,  two  at 
John  De  Puis,  and  in  proportion,  more  at  other  houses.  It 
will  be  put  in  execution  between  this  and  "Wednesday  night. 
"When  once  begun  we  must  go  through  with  it.  We  are  to 
set  fire  to  the  houses,  and  stand  at  the  doors  and  the  windows 
to  receive  the  people  as  they  come  out."* 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  March  2. 

*  Gaines'  Mercury,  March  6.— This  account  having  been  deposed  before  a 
magistrate,  the  two  negroes  were  committed  to  gaol,  and,  together  with  several 
other  ncgroe?,  examined  before  four  magistrates  who  met  for  that  purpose,  but 
no  further  discoveries  could  be  made. 

Another  account  names  Marbletown,  as  well  as  the  three  above  mentioned ; 
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February  20. — The  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  has  resolved  :  that  the  great  law  of  self-preservation  calls 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  immediately  M.^ril.,ultl.tts 
to  prepare  against  every  attempt  that  may  he  ^""-i'-"'*- 
made  to  attack  them  by  surprise.  And,  upon  serious  delib- 
eration, most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  militia  in  general, 
as  well  as  the  detached  part  of  it  in  minute-men,  that  they 
spare  neither  time,  pains,  nor  expenses,  at  so  critical  a  junc- 
ture, in  perfecting  themselves  forthwith  in  military  discipline; 
and  that  skilful  instructors  be  provided  for  those  companies 
which  arc  not  already  provided  therewith.  It  also  recommends 
to  the  towns  and  districts  in  that  colony,  that  they  encourage 
such  persons  as  are  shtlhxl  in  the  manufactory  of  lire-arms  and 
bayonets,  diligently  to  apply  themselves  there  for  supplying 
Buch  of  the  inhabitants  as  shall  be  deficient. 

Thev  have  since  adjourned  to  the  twentv-sccond  of  next 
xnontli.  then  to  meet  at  Concord,  an  inland  town,  about  eigh- 
teen miles  from  Boston.1 

February  23.— Some  time  ago  a  Presbyterian  minister,  not 
far  distant  from  North  Haven,  Connecticut,  applied  to  a  lieu- 
tenant of  the  militia  to  6tep  into  the  market  and  A  PatrMlc 
give  him  the  words  of  command,  in  order  to  his  Mmuu-r. 
performing  the  manual  exercise;  the  officer  declined  it,  but 
being  repeatedly  pressed  to  a  compliance,  consented.  The 
minister  declared  he  had  practised  the  military  exercises  with 
an  intention  of  going  to  Boston  against  the  King's  troops,  if 
there  should  be  occasion  for  his  service.  Having  taken  post 
in  the  market,  he  shouldered,  faced,  marched,  and  performed 
all  the  motions  with  much  exactness,  to  the  great  delight  of  a 

and  that  the  negroes  were  to  he  divided  into  parties,  to  fire  the  houses,  cry  Mr  ! 
and  kill  the  people  as  ttioy  came  out.  The  motive  for  this  conspiracy  was  the 
recovery  of  their  freedom.  A  large  quantity  of  powder  and  hall  was  found  with 
feveral  negToes ;  and  besides  this,  there  are  said  to  be  advices  in  town,  that  he- 
sides  the  two  negroes  before  mentioned,  seventeen  or  eighteen  have  been  com- 
mitted to  gaol. 

A  report  has  likewise  been  current,  that  these  negroes  were  to  he  joined  by 
6ve  or  fix  hundred  Indians;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  good  founda- 
tion for  the  report. — Pmntylrania  Journal,  March  8. 

1  dines'  Mercury,  Feb.  27. 
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turbulent  Hibernian,  wlio  was  about  eighteen  years  ago  sold  in 
this  part  of  the  world,1  and  on  all  occasions  insults  the  name  and 
government  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  and  bids  defiance 
to  the  law.  This  republican  thanked  the  divine  for  his  fine 
performance,  applauded  his  gallant  resolutions,  and  condueted 
him  to  enjoy  a  mug  of  flip,  at  his  own  house.  A  gentleman 
passing  by,  whilst  the  puritan  was  exhibiting  a  la  militaire, 
asked  him  if  he  had  quite  forsaken  his  spiritual  for  a  soldier's 
profession,  on  which  the  crowd  menaced  him  with  the  disci- 
pline of  tar  and  feathers,  but  the  former  secured  himself  by  a 
precipitate  retreat.' 

It  appears  that  the  upper  House  of  the  Georgia  Assembly, 
though  they  say  they  disapprove  of  some  of  the  measures 
sentiments  of   °^  tne  otner  colonies,  are  heartily  disposed  to 

Georgia.  maintain  their  rights  and  liberties ;  while  the 
lower  House  declare,  "  they  should  be  insensible  not  to  feel 
their  numerous  grievances  and  wish  them  redressed,  and  that 
thev  only  contend  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  constitutional 
rights  and  liberties,  which  soften  every  care  of  life,  and  render 
existence  itself  desirable."  * 


Fkrruary  27. — Some  time  ago,  Dr.  Clarke,  of  Reading,  a 
gentleman  distinguished  by  a  firm  attachment  to  the  king  and 
nr  ciarkP  of  tne  constitution,  was  seized  in  the  township  of 

fending.  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  to  the  indelible  dis- 
grace of  their  police,  carried  upon  a  rail  about  the  parish, 
under  which  cruelty  he  several  times  fainted.  When  dis- 
missed bv  his  tormentors,  and  examined  bv  Dr.  Tidmarsh,  he 
was  found  to  be  injured  in  a  manner  unfit  for  description. 
The  doctor  was  menaced  with  the  same  treatment  for  his  hu- 
manity to  the  sufferer,  whose  only  crime  was  speaking  in 
terms  of  respect  of  the  king,  and  of  his  government.4 


1  This  probably  refers  to  the  custom  of  selling  a  man  for  the 
a  crime. 

■  Kivington's  Gazette,  Feb.  23.       "  Holt's  Journal,  March  2. 
«  Gaines'  Mercury,  Feb.  27. 
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February  28. — Last  Sunday  an  attempt  was  made  by  a 
regiment  of  the  king's  troops,  under  Colonel  Leslie,  to  seize 
some  brass  cannon  which  General  Gage  had 
heard  was  deposited  at  or  near  Salem,  Massaehu-  *  *  ^ 
setts.  The  troops  were  sent  to  Marblehead  in  a  transport,  ap- 
parently manned  as  usual.  Between  two  and  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  as  soon  as  the  people  had  gone  to  meeting, 
the  decks  were  covered  with  soldiers,  who  having  loaded,  and 
fixed  their  bayonets,  landed  with  great  despatch  ;  and  instantly 
marched  off.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  suspecting  they  were 
bound  to  Salem,  to  seize  some  materials  there  preparing  for  an 
artillery,  despatched  several  messengers  to  give  information  of 
it.  These  materials  were  on  the  north  side  of  the  North  River, 
and  to  come  at  them  it  was  necessary  to  cross  a  bridge,  one 
part  of  which  was  made  to  draw  up  to  let  vessels  pass.  The 
inhabitants  kept  a  look  out  for  the  appearance  of  the  troops. 
The  vanguard  arrived,  and  took  their  route  down  town  as  far 
as  the  long  wharf;  perhaps  to  decoy  the  inhabitants  thither, 
away  from  the  place  to  which  the  main  body  was  destined. 
Hie  main  body  arrived  soon  after  and  halted  a  few  minutes  by 
the  town-house.  It  is  said  inquiry  was  immediately  made  by 
some  of  the  officers,  for  a  half-brother  of  Colonel  Browne,1  the 

1  Colonel  John  Sargent.  lie  was  a  merchant  of  Salem.  His  name  is  at  the 
head  of  those  who  addressed  Governor  Gage  on  his  arrival  in  Salem,  in  June, 
1774;  in  which  address  they  acknowledge  they  "are  deeply  sensible  of  Hia 
Majesty's  paternal  care  and  affection  to  thin  Province  in  the  appointment  of  a  per- 
too  of  Hia  Excellency's  experience,  wisdom,  and  moderation  in  these  troublesome 
tod  difficult  times."  This  was  pronounced  a  most  contemptible  "  Tory  produc- 
tion," which  disgraced  the  public  prints.  Sargent  was  a  notorious  Tory,  and  was 
proscribed  in  the  banishment  act  of  1778,  and  went  to  England. 

Colonel  William  Browne  was  one  of  the  roost  prominent  inhabitants  of  Salem, 
and  previous  to  the  troubles  which  led  to  the  Revolution,  enjoyed  great  popular- 
ly ;  but  by  espousing  the  cause  of  the  mother  country,  he  forfeited  all  claim  to 
ti*  favorable  consideration  of  the  people.  Ho  was  one  of  the  "infamou*  seven- 
teen" rescinders  in  1768, — signed  the  address  to  Governor  Hutchinson  in  1774,  and 
accepted  office  under  Governor  Gage.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution 
ke  became  a  refugee,  and  was  included  in  the  act  of  banishment  of  1778,  and  the 
conspiracy  act  of  1779.  Hk  landed  estates,  which  were  numerous  and  valuable, 
were  all  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  Government;  and  in  1779  his  homestead,  in 
Salem,  was  sold  to  the  late  Elias  Uasket  Derby,  senior,  where,  in  1709,  he  erected 
kk  princely  mansion  at  an  expense  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  which  was  taken 
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mandamus  counsellor.  Be  this  as  it  mav,  he  was  soon  whis- 
pering  in  the  Colonel's  ear,  in  the  front  of  the  regiment,  and 
when  he  parted  from  the  Colonel,  the  regiment  marched  with 
a  quiek  pace  towards  the  north  bridge;  just  before  their  enter- 
ing upon  which  the  bridge  was  pulled  up.  The  regiment, 
however,  pushed  on  till  they  came  to  the  bridge,  not  observing 
(as  it  seemed)  that  it  was  drawn  up.  The  Colonel  expressed 
some  surprise,  and  turning  about,  ordered  an  officer  to  face  his 
company  to  a  body  of  men  standing  on  the  wharf  on  the  other 
side  of  the  drawbridge,  and  to  fire.  One  of  the  townsmen1 
(who  had  kept  along  side  of  the  colonel  from  the  time  he 
marched  from  his  own  house)  told  him  he  had  better  not. fire, 
that  he  had  no  right  to  fire,  without  further  orders,  and  if  you 
do  fire  (said  he)  you  will  all  be  dead  men.  The  company 
neither  faced  nor  fired. 

The  Colonel  then  retired  to  the  centre  of  his  regiment,  as- 
sembled his  officers,  and  held  a  consultation  ;  which  being 
ended,  he  advanced  a  little,  and  declared  he  would  maintain 
his  ground,  and  go  over  the  bridge  if  it  was  a  month  first. 
The  same  townsman  replied,  he  might  stay  there  as  long  as  he 
pleased,  no  one  cared  for  that.  The  half-brother  before  men- 
tioned (it  is  said)  made  towards  the  bridge,  but  seeing  the 
drawbridge  up,  he  said,  "  It  is  all  over  with  us."  lie  has 
6ince  disappeared.  Meanwhile  two  large  gondolas  that  lay 
aground  (lor  it  was  low  water)  were  scuttled,  lest  they  should 
cross  the  channel  in  them.  But  whilst  one  gentleman  with 
his  assistants  was  scuttling  his  own  gondola,  a  party  of  about 
twenty  soldiers  jumped  into  it,  and  with  their  bayonets 
charged  against  the  unarmed  townsmen  (some  of  whom  they 
pricked),  and  compelled  them  to  quit  it ;  but  before  this  a 
sufficient  hole  was  made  in  the  bottom.  This  attack  of  the 
soldiers,  and  some  other  occurrences,  occasioned  a  little  bicker- 
down  in  1815,  and  near  its  site  now  stands  the  City  Market  ITousc.  Colonel 
Browne,  after  leaving  the  country,  was  appointed  Governor  of  Bermuda,  and  died 
in  England  in  1802,  aged  sixty-five.  lie  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  of 
the  claw  of  1755.— EtulicotCi  Account. 
»  Cupt.  John  Felt. 
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ing,  but  by  the  interposition  of  some  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
disputes  subsided. 

At  length  some  gentlemen  asked  the  Colonel  what  was  his 
design  in  making  this  movement,  and  why  he  would  cross  the 
bridge  t  He  said  he  had  orders  to  cross  it,  and  he  would 
cross  it  if  he  lost  his  life  with  the  lives  of  all  his  men  ;  and 
a.sked  why  the  king's  highway  was  obstructed  ?  lie  was  told 
it  was  not  the  king's  road,  but  the  property  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  had  a  right  to  do  what  they  pleased  with  it.  Finally  the 
Colonel  said  he  must  go  over ;  and  if  the  bridge  was  let  down 
iso  as  he  might  pass,  he  pledged  his  honor  he  would  not  inarch 
above  thirty  rods  beyond  it,  and  then  immediately  return. 

The  regiment  had  now  been  at  the  bridge  about  an  hour 
and  an  half,  and  every  thing  being  secured,  the  inhabitants 
directed  the  bridge  might  be  let  down.  The  regiment  imme- 
diately passed  over,  marched  a  few  rods,  returned,  and  with 
great  expedition  went  back  to  Marblehead,'  where  they  went 
ou  board  the  transport  without  delay.1 

'  "There  wen?  eighty  military  companies  in  Marblehead  at  that  time,  com- 
prising nearly  the  whole  male  population,  between  sixteen  and  sixty  years  of  age. 
They  were  all  promptly  assembled  under  Colonel  Orne,  and  ordered  to  station 
themselves  behind  the  houses  and  fences  along  the  road,  prepared  to  fall  upon 
the  British  on  their  return  from  Salem,  if  it  should  be  found  that  hostile  measure!! 
hid  been  used  by  them  ;  but  if  it  should  appear  that  no  concerted  act  of  violence 
upon  the  persons  or  property  of  the  people  had  been  committed,  they  were 
charged  not  to  show  themselves,  but  to  allow  the  British  detachment  to  return 
unmolested  to  their  transport. — John  Howard's  Acewnt :  Vpham's  Addrest. 

1  The  following  44  translation  "  appeared  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  March  2  :~ 
"Ci-sar,  though  celebrated  for  an  heroic  mind,  was  liable  tube  betrayed  by  the  vil- 
lainous toad-eaters  at  his  tabic,  into  low  freaks;  in  the  prosecution  of  which  he 
would  sometimes  disgrace  even  his  most  worthy  officers, — for  such  undoubtedly  was 
Ciint  Lexiuifa.  Thi9  brave,  sensible,  polite  man,  was  despatched  from  Castelli- 
ram  tvo  hours  after  sunset,  on  the  5th  of  the  Kalends  of  March,  (answering  to 
car  25th  of  February,)  with  near  300  picked  men  in  a  galley,  under  verbal  orders 
to  Lnd  at  Marmoreum,  and  proceed  to  Saleminum,  while  the  inhabitants  of  hoth 
p'ace?  wore  engaged  in  celebrating  a  solemn  institution.  Jsssala  wa*  not  to  open 
1-i-*  written  instructions  till  he  reached  the  causeway.  lie  conducted  the  affair 
*Uh  a  despatch  and  propriety  worthy  of  his  character,  expecting  to  find  he  had 
l*"ti  sent  to  surprise  one  of  Pompeii's  fortified  magazines.  But  great  indeed  was 
h'w  chagrin,  when  be  read  that  his  errand  was  only  to  rob  a  private  enclosure  in 
the  North-Fields  of  that  Tillage.  He  suddenly  returned  to  Castellinum,  men- 
tioned some  obstruction  of  a  Fly-Bridge,  and  with  not  a  little  resentment  in  his 
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It  is  regretted  that  an  officer  of  Colonel  Leslie's  acknowl- 
edged worth  should  be  obliged,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  to 
come  upon  so  pitiful  an  errand.  Various  reports 
wero  spread  abroad  respecting  the  troops ;  the 
country  was  alarmed,  and  one  company  arrived  in  arms  from 
Danvers,  just  as  the  troops  left  the  town.  Messengers  were 
immediately  despatched  to  the  neighboring  towns,  to  save  them 
the  trouble  of  coming  in ;  but  the  alarm  flew  like  lightning 
(and  fame,  doubtless,  magnified  the  first  simple  reports),  so 
that  great  numbers  were  in  arms,  and  some  on  their  march, 
before  the  messengers  arrived.1 

A  correspondent  says : — "  You  may  be  assured  there  is  a 
roost  amazing  change  of  sentiments  in  the  people  of  the 
province  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Quakers,  high  and  low  Dutch, 
the  Baptists,  etc.,  are  warmly  opposed  in  their  opinions  to  the 
violent  and  independent  measures  lately  adopted,  and  wish  for 
others  more  moderate,  prudent,  and  rational.  And  there  is 
the  greatest  prospect,  that  in  a  little  time  that  province  will 
recover  its  at  present  lost  character  for  wisdom,  moderation, 
and  firmness."  * 

March  1. — The  following  11  Petition  "  came  to  my  hand  by 
accident ;  whether  it  is  to  be  presented  to  the  Assembly  now 

Old  Women's  sitting  at  Philadelphia,  the  next  Congress  or 
petition.  Committee,  I  cannot  say.  But  it  is  certainly 
going  forward,  and  must  convince  every  thinking  person 
that  the  measures  of  the  late  Congress  were  very  weak, 
wicked,  and  foolish,  and  that  the  opposition  to  them  is  much 
more  considerable  and  respectable  than  perhaps  many  have 
imagined : 

The  Petition  of  divers  Old  Women  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  humbly  sheweth : — That  your  petitioners,  as  well  spin- 
eyes  told  Cocsar  that  the  'grese  were  flown.*  The  base  courtiers  enjoyed  iho 
hum,  which  they  had  contrived  against  the  veteran;  and  laid  their  heads  together 
for  a  new  scheme  to  dupe  Casar.— R  Cos.  Ed*.  Americ.  Fol.  1775." 

»  Essex  Gazette,  Feb  28,  and  Pennsylvania  Packet,  March  13. 

«  Rivington's  Gaaette,  March  2. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1775.J 


DUTCHESS    COUNTY  PORT. 


31 


stere  as  married,  having  been  long  accustomed  to  the  drinking 
of  tea,  fear  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  exhibit  so 
much  patriotism  as  wholly  to  disuse  it.  Your  petitioners  beg 
leave  to  observe,  that,  having  already  done  all  possible  injury 
to  their  nerves  and  health  with  this  delectable  herb,  they  shall 
think  it  extremely  hard  not  to  enjoy  it  for  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Your  petitioners  would  further  represent,  that 
coffee  and  chocolate,  or  any  other  substitute  hitherto  proposed, 
they  humbly  apprehend  from  their  heaviness,  must  destroy 
that  brilliancy  of  fancy,  and  fluency  of  expression,  usually 
found  at  tea  tables,  when  they  are  handling  the  conduct  or 
character  of  their  absent  acquaintances.  Your  petitioners  are 
also  informed,  there  arc  several  old  women  of  the  other  sex, 
laboring  under  the  like  difficulties,  who  apprehend  the  above 
restriction  will  be  wholly  insupportable ;  and  that  it  is  a  sacri- 
fice infinitely  too  great  to  be  made  to  save  the  lives,  liberties, 
and  privileges  of  any  country  whatever.  Your  petitioners, 
therefore,  humbly  pray  the  premises  may  be  taken  into  serious 
consideration,  and  that  they  may  he  excepted  from  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  late  Congress,  wherein  your  petitioners 
conceive  they  were  not  represented ;  more  especially  as  your 
petitioners  only  pray  for  an  indulgence  to  those  spinsters, 
whom  age  or  ugliness  have  rendered  desperate  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  husbands ;  those  of  the  married,  where  infirmities  and 
ill  behavior  have  made  their  husbands  long  since  tired  of 
them,  and  those  old  women  of  the  male  gender  who  will  most 
naturally  be  found  in  such  company.  And  your  petitioners 
as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray,  etc.1 

March  2. — It  is  said  that  some  people  in  Dutchess  county, 
New  York,  and  others  on  the  opposite  side  of  Hudson  river, 
are  engaged  in  a  scheme  for  establishing  a  port  Dutches  county 
in  that  part  of  the  country.  They  have  a  place  Port  of  Kntry- 
in  contemplation,  where  they  say  a  few  hundred  pounds, 
properly  bestowed,  in  building  docks  and  quays,  will  accom- 
modate fifty  top-sail  vessels.    This  plan,  it  seems,  was  projected 

1  Communicated  by  "  E.  B."  to  the  Pennsylvania  Journal,  March  1. 
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gome  years  ago,  but  was  neither  prosecuted  nor  made  public. 
A  suspicion,  that  the  misconduct  of  the  city  merchants,  under 
the  influence  of  the  Congress,  may  soon  cause  the  only  port  of 
the  province  to  be  shut  up,  has  now  revived  it.  Should  wo 
bring  upon  ourselves  this  punishment,  it  is  imagined  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  privilege  of  a  custom 
house  for  the  river ;  the  consequence  of  which  will  be,  that  all 
the  country  beyond  it  will  be  much  benefited,  and  all  the 
estates  within  twenty  miles  of  it  will  be  vastly  increased  in 
their  value,  and  Xew  York  will  finally  and  irrecoverably 
lose  one-half  of  its  commerce.  A  large  majority  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  upper  counties  arc  well  affected  to  government, 
and  it  is  thought  that  the  above-mentioned  scheme  will  soon 
make  proselytes  of  all  the  rest.1 

XoTiirxo  has  surprised  people  more  than  the  Virginians 
and  Mary  hinders  joining,  with  so  much  warmth,  with  the  New 
England  Republicans,  in  their  opposition  to  the 

^ortb  &n<l  South.  , 

ancient  constitution,  which  has  been  the  glory  of 
an  Englishman  in  every  part  of  the  world.  As  there  are 
certainly  no  nations  under  the  heavens  more  opposite  to  each 
other  than  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies,  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  account  for  it  on  the  principles  of  religion  or 
sound  policy,  had  not  the  Virginians  plainly  discovered  their 
indifference  to  both ;  so  highly  revered  by  their  illustrious 
ancestors.' 

March  2. — Xew  York,  after  being  one  of  the  most  refrac- 
tory cities  on  the  continent,  is  become  the  most  submissive  and 
New  y  rk  |  ,  ]  obedient,  for  the  people  have  not  only  built  excel- 
lent barracks  for  the  army,  but  also  supply  the 
troops  with  every  necessary  of  life.  Lately  the  Assembly 
voted  money  for  the  current  year,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
passing  the  Stamp  Act,  and  duties  on  paper,  glass,  painters' 

- 

•  u  L.  W."  in  Rirington's  Gazette,  March  2. 

1  Remarks  on  the  late  manoeuvres  in  America,  by  a  real  friend  to  his  King 
and  country ;  and  an  American.— Rivington,  March  2. 
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colors,  and  on  tea,  and  their  assembly  annihilated  by  tyranny, 
yet  that  very  assembly,  when  afterwards  suffered  to  meet,  im- 
mediately granted  fifteen  hundred  pounds  to  be  invested  in  an 
equestrian  statue  of  his  Majesty,  on  the  arrival  of  which  it  was 
erected  on  a  square  near  the  fort.'  Yesterday  being  the  an- 
niversary day  of  its  erection,  Governor  Colden,  with  his 
wretched  council  and  assembly,  the  mayor,  and  aldermen, 
with  the  military,  went  in  procession  to  the  spot,  where,  after 
surrounding  the  leaden  horse  and  his  rider,  the  common  crier 
made  proclamation  for  the  whole  company  to  be  uncovered, 
when  an  oration  was  made  by  the  town  clerk,  in  which  he 
recited  the  many  blessings  they  enjoy  under  this  pious  reign, 
after  which  they  drank  his  Majesty's  health,  and  returned  to 
their  respective  homes  amidst  the  hisses  of  the  people. 

The  wretches  above  mentioned  met  in  council  and  assem- 
bly, have  by  a  majority  voted  not  to  obey  the  General  Con- 
gress resolution,  but  to  protest  against  and  oppose  all  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  who  are  making  so  noble  a  stand  in  defence 
of  their  liberty,  while  the  people  wish  to  do  the  same.  But 
they  are  unhappily  in  the  hands  of  dependent  placemen,  con- 
tractors, informers,  a  refugee  Roman  Catholic  family,  and 
others,  the  veriest  reptiles  on  earth.  New  York,  therefore,  is 
the  only  colony  on  which  the  British  junto  must  rely  to  en- 
slave America." 

A  few  days  ago,  as  the  thirty-eighth  regiment  were  march- 
ing out  of  Boston,  by  way  of  exercising  their  men,  a  country- 
man drove  his  horses  right  across  the  street  in  front  of  the 
ranks.  One  of  the  officers  (Lieutenant  House)  putting  his 
hand  to  the  horses'  heads  to  turn  them,  the  countryman  made 
a  blow  at  him,  missed  him,  and  struck  one  of  the  soldiers. 
On  their  march  back,  the  soldier  seeing  the  same  man,  re- 
turned his  compliment  with  the  soft  end  of  his  firelock,  upon 
which  the  fellow,  bleeding  like  a  pig,  roared  out,  "  Gentlemen, 
you  see  what  I  suffer  for  the  cause  of  liberty."  * 


*  Bowling  Green. 

1  Rivington'»  Gazette,  March  9. 


•  TJpcott,  iv.  299. 
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March  4. — Last  evening  a  number  of  persons  who  disap- 
prove of  the  proposal  made  by  the  committee  for  the  city  and 
Now  York     county  of  New  York,1  met  at  the  house  of  widow 

Loyalist*.  j)e  ]a  Montagnie,  in  that  place,  and  after  choos- 
ing Mr.  John  Thurman  chairman,  proposed  attempting  to  get 
the  business  intended  for  next  Monday,  postponed  until  the 
twentieth  of  April ;  and  published  a  hand-bill  desiring  those 
who  were  of  their  sentiments  to  meet  them  there  on  Monday 
the  sixth  instant,  at  ten  o'clock,  and  to  proceed  from  thence  to 
the  Exchange.  A  number  of  the  friends  of  constitutional  lib- 
erty, hearing  of  the  manoeuvre,  and  apprehending  a  scheme 
was  on  foot  to  defeat  the  design  of  sending  delegates  to  the 
Congress,  met  this  evening  and  determined  to  support  the 
committee,  of  whose  virtue  and  patriotism  they  have  had 
ample  experience.* 

MARcn  6. — This  day*  the  old  South  Meeting-house  in  Boston 
was  crowded  with  mobility  and  some  gentlemen.  The  select- 
men with  Adams,  Church,  Hancock,  Cooper,  and 
others,  assembled  in  the  pulpit,  which  was  cov- 
ered with  black,  and  we  all  sat  gaping  at  one  another  above 
an  hour  expecting!  At  last  a  single  horse  chair  stopped  at 
the  apothecary's  opposite  the  meeting,  from  which  descended 
the  orator  of  the  day,  (Warren,)  and  entering  the  shop,  was 


1  The  following  is  the  advertisement  referred  to : — "  To  the  freeholders  and 
freemen  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  :  As  the  last  Congress  held  at  Phil- 
adelphia, recommended  that  another  Congress  should  be  convened  at  the  same 
place  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  and  the  election  of  delegates  ought  not  to 
be  longer  delayed,  moat  of  the  other  colonies  having  already  appointed  them : 
And  as  the  committee  has  no  power,  without  the  approbation  of  their  constitu- 
ents, to  take  any  measures  for  that  purpose :  They  therefore  request  that  the 
freeholders  and  freemen  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  will  be  pleased  to 
assemble  at  the  Exchange  on  Monday,  the  sixth  instant,  at  twelve  o'clock,  to  sig- 
nify their  sense  of  the  best  method  of  choosing  such  delegates ;  and  whether 
they  will  appoint  a  certain  number  of  persons  to  meet  such  deputies  as  the  coun- 
ties may  elect  for  that  purpose,  and  join  with  them  in  appointing,  out  of  their 
body,  delegates  for  the  next  Congress. — HolCt  Journal,  March  2. 

'  Holt's  Journal,  March  9. 

'  The  anniversary  of  the  Boston  Massacre  occurring  this  year  on  Sunday,  the 
commemoration  of  it  was  postponed,  tin  til  the  next  day,  the  6th. 
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followed  by  a  servant,  with  a  bundle,  in  which  were  the  Cice- 
ronian Toga,  (fcc.  Having  robed  himself,  he  proceeded  across 
the  street  to  the  meeting,  and  being  received  into  the  pulpit, 
was  announced  by  one  of  his  fraternity  to  be  the  person  ap- 
pointed to  declaim  on  the  occasion.  He  then,  putting  himself 
into  a  Demosthenian  posture,  with  a  white  handkerchief  in  his 
right  hand,  and  his  left  in  his  breeches,  began  and  ended  with- 
out action.  lie  was  applauded  by  the  mob,  but  groaned  at 
by  the  people  of  understanding.  One  of  the  pulpiteers 
(Adams)  then  got  up,  and  proposed  the  nomination  of  another 
to  speak  next  year,  on  the  Bloody  Massacre,  (the  first  time 
that  expression  was  mentioned  to  the  audience,)  when  some 
officers  cried,  Oh  fie,  fie,  fie !  The  gallerians  apprehending 
fire,  fire,  bounced  out  of  the  windows,  and  swarmed  down  the 
gutters,  like  rats,  into  the  street.  The  forty -third  regiment  re- 
turning accidentally  from  exercise,  with  drums  beating,  threw 
the  whole  body  into  the  utmost  consternation.  There  were 
neither  pageantry,  exhibitions,  processions,  or  bells  tolling  as 
usual,  and  to-night  is  remarked  for  being  the  quietest  these 
many  months  past.1 


Early  this  morning  preparations  were  made  for  the  meet- 
ing at  the  Exchange  in  New  York.  A  union  flag  with  a  red 
field  was  hoisted  on  the  liberty-pole,  where  at  New  y<irk  rnlon 
nine  o'clock  the  friends  of  freedom  assembled,  and  Fln* 
having  got  into  proper  readiness,  about  eleven  began  their 
march  to  the  Exchange.  They  were  attended  by  music,  and 
two  standard-bearers  carrying  a  large  union  flag,  with  a  blue 
field,  on  which  were  the  following  inscriptions :  On  one  side, 
George  III.  Rex,  and  the  Liberties  of  America  ;  Xo  Popery. 
On  the  other,  The  Union  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  Measures 
of  the  Congress. 

Some  time  after  thev  had  arrived  at  the  Exchange,  came 
also  another  company  who  had  met  at  the  widow  De  la  Mon- 
tagriie's,  among  whom  were  some  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  several  of  his  Majesty's  council,  and  those  members  of 


1     A  Spectator,"  in  Rivington'a  Gazette,  March  16. 
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the  House  of  Representatives  who  had  refused  taking  into 
consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress ;  together  with 
the  officers  of  the  customs,  and  other  dependents  on  the  court 
Soon  after  the  parties  met,  some  confusion  arose,  but  it  sub- 
sided without  any  bad  consequences.1  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  design  of  the  meet- 
ing ;  after  which  he  proposed  the  following  questions :  First, 
Whether  a  certain  number  of  persons  shall  be  appointed  and 
authorized  to  meet  such  deputies  as  the  counties  may  elect, 
and  join  with  them  for  the  sole  purpose  of  appointing  out  of 
their  body  on  the  twentieth  of  April  next,  delegates  for  the 
next  Congress  ?  Second,  Whether  this  meeting  will  authorize 
the  committee  to  nominate  eleven  deputies  for  their  approba- 
tion ?    Both  of  which  were  carried  in  the  affirmative.' 

The  meeting  and  the  majority  which  determined  these 
questions  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  most  numerous  and 
Meetin*  at  the  respectable  ever  known  in  New  York,  on  the  de- 
Excbwige.  ci8ion  0f  anv  public  proposal.  The  business  of 
the  day  being  finished,  the  friends  of  freedom  paraded 
through  one  of  the  principal  streets,  to  the  liberty  pole,  and 
then  dispersed  in  the  most  quiet  and  orderly  manner.* 


This  afternoon,  at  New  York,  as  William  Cunningham  and 

1  Dr.  Gordon  says  of  this  meeting:  "  When  assembled  in  a  body,  there  was  a 
confused  cry  of  4  Congress  or  no  Congress  ?'  After  much  altercation,  the  Tories 
had  a  recourse  to  compulsive  reasoning,  and  began  dealing  about  their  blows. 
The  Wings  were  in  the  worst  situation,  not  being  provided  with  similar  arguments, 
till  two  of  their  party  repaired  to  an  adjoining  cooper's  yard,  from  whence  they 
drew  forth  to  the  assistance  of  their  friends  a  number  of  hoop-sticks,  which  they 
reduced  to  a  proper  length,  and  forwarded  to  the  combatants.  The  Whigs,  being 
thus  supplied,  soon  carried  the  day  by  club  law,  and  beat  their  opponents  off  the 
ground.  The  Tories  being  worsted,  and  not  a  little  terrified,  lest  the  fury  of  Cap- 
tain Sears  (whom  they  termed,  in  a  way  of  reproach,  'King')  should  lead  him 
to  head  a  mob,  and  do  them  some  capital  injury,  promoted  a  provincial  convention, 
which  otherwise  would  not  have  existed." — IIi»t.  Amer.  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  818. 

*  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  nominated  by  the  committee : 
Philip  Livingston,  John  Jay,  James  Duane,  John  Alsop,  Isaac  Low,  Francis  Lewis, 
Abraham  Walton,  Abraham  Brasher,  Alexander  McDougall,  Leonard  Lispenard, 
and  Isaac  Roosevelt. — Upcott,  iv.  299. 

•  Pennsylvania  Packet,  March  18. 
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John  Hill,  were  coming  from  the  North  river,  they  stopped 
AAirttK«w  near  liberty-pole,  to  see  a  boxing  match,  but 
YwL  had  not  stood  long,  when  Cunningham  was  struck 
at  by  Smith  Richards,  James  Vandyke,  and  several  others; 
called  Tory,  and  used  in  a  most  cruel  manner  by  a  mob  of 
above  two  hundred  men.  Mr.  Hill  coming  up  to  his  assist- 
ance, was  beaten  and  abused  most  barbarously,  though  nei- 
ther of  them  gave  the  least  offence,  except  being  on  the  king's 
side  of  the  question  at  the  meeting  this  morning.  The  leaders 
of  this  mob  brought  Cunningham  under  the  liberty  pole,  and 
told  him  to  go  down  on  his  knees  and  damn  his  Popish  king 
George,  and  they  would  then  set  him  free ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, he  exclaimed,  "  God  bless  King  George."  They  then 
dragged  him  through  the  green,  tore  the  clothes  off  his  back, 
and  robbed  him  of  his  watch.  They  also  insisted  on  Ilill'B 
damning  the  king,  but  he  refusing,  was  used  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  were  it  not  for  some  of  the  peace  officers,  viz.,  Cap- 
tain Welsh,  John  Taylor,  William  Dey,  and  Joseph  Wilson, 

together  with  Goldstream,  who  rescued  them  from  the 

violence  of  this  banditti,  and  brought  them  to  the  jail,  for  the 
security  of  their  persons  from  further  injuries,  they  would 
inevitably  have  been  murdered. 1 

March  8. — A  whiter  in  Boston"  addresses  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  Massachusetts  as  follows : — 

"Your  assuming  the  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
makes  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  apology  for  address- 
To  ti»  M««aetaii-  me>  you  m  *nis  public  manner,  further,  than  by 
•etts  congreM.  acquainting  you  that  it  is  to  represent  to  you  the 
distresses  of  some  of  those  people,  who,  from  a  sense  of  their 
duty  to  the  king,  and  a  reverence  for  his  laws,  have  behaved 
quietly  and  peaceably ;  and  for  which  reason  they  have  been 
deprived  of  their  liberty,  abused  in  their  persons,  and  suffered 
6uch  barbarous  cruelties,  insults,  and  indignities,  besides  the 
loss  of  their  property,  by  the  hands  of  lawless  mobs  and  riots, 

1  Article  in  Rirington's  Gazette,  March  9,  signed  by  William  Cunningham  and 
John  Hill.    See  page  45. 

1  Under  the  signature  of  "Plain  English." 
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as  would  have  been  disgraceful  even  for  savages  to  have  com- 
mitted. The  courts  of  justice  being  shut  up  in  most  parts 
of  the  province,  and  the  justices  of  those  courts  compelled  by 
armed  force,  headed  bv  some  who  are  members  of  vour  Con- 
grcss,  to  refrain  from  doing  their  duties,  at  present  it  is  ren- 
dered impracticable  for  those  sufferers  to  obtain  redress,  unless 
it  be  by  your  interposition,  or  the  aid  of  military  force,  which 
will  be  applied  for  in  case  this  application  fails.  A  particular 
enumeration  of  all  the  instances  referred  to,  is  apprehended 
unnecessary,  as  many  of  your  members  arc  pcrsonall}"  know- 
ing to  them,  and  for  the  information  of  any  of  you  who  may 
pretend  ignorance  of  them,  the  following  instances  are  here 
mentioned.  In  August  last,  a  mob  in  Berkshire  forced  the 
justices  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  from  their  seats,  and 
shut  up  the  court-house.  They  also  drove  David  Ingersoll 
from  his  house,  and  damaged  the  same,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  his  estate;  after  which  his  enclosures  were  laid  waste. 
At  Taunton,  Daniel  Leonard1  was  driven  from  his  house,  and 
bullets  tired  into  it  by  the  mob,  and  he  obliged  to  take  refuge  in 
Boston,  for  the  supposed  crime  of  obeying  his  Majesty's  requi- 
sition as  one  of  his  council  for  this  province.  Colonel  Gil- 
bert, of  Freetown,  a  firm  friend  to  government,  in  August  last 
being  at  Dartmouth,  was  attacked  at  midnight  by  a  mob  of 
about  an  hundred,  but  by  his  bravery,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  family  where  he  lodged,  they  were  beaten  off.  The  same 
night  Brigadier  Buggies  was  also  attacked  by  another  party, 
who  were  routed  after  having  painted  and  cut  the  hair  off  of 
one  of  his  horse's  mane  and  tail.  Afterwards  he  had  his  arms 
taken  from  his  dwelling-house  in  Ilardwick,  all  of  which  are 
not  yet  returned.  lie  had  at  another  timo  a  very  valuable 
English  horse,  which  was  kept  as  a  stallion,  poisoned,  his  fam- 
ily disturbed,  and  himself  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Boston, 
after  having  been  insulted  in  his  own  house,  and  twice  on  his 
way,  by  a  mob.  The  chief  just  ice  of  the  province  in  Middle- 
borough,  was  threatened  to  be  stopped  on  the  highway  in 
going  to  Boston  court,  but  his  firmness  and  known  resolution, 

1  Author  of  r  aeries  of  articles  in  defence  of  the  Crown,  under  the  signature, 
ildfi  a  ch  utettcn  six. 
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supporting  government  in  this  as  well  as  many  other  in- 
stances, intimidated  the  moh  from  laying  hands  on  him ;  he 
was  also  threatened  with  opposition  in  going  into  court,  but 
the  terror  of  the  troops  prevented.  The  whole  bench  were 
hissed  by  a  mob  as  they  came  out  of  court.  In  September, 
Mr.  Scwall,  his  Majesty's  Attorney-General  for  Massachusetts 
Bay,  was  obliged  to  repair  to  Boston  for  refuge.  His  house 
at  Cambridge  was  attacked  by  a  mob,  and  his  windows  were 
bmken,  but  the  mob  was  beaten  off  by  the  gallant  behavior 
and  bravery  of  some  young  gentlemen  of  his  family.  About 
the  same  time  the  Lieutenant-Governor  Oliver,  president  of 
his  Majesty's  council,  was  attacked  at  Cambridge,  by  a  mob 
of  about  four  thousand,  and  was  compelled  to  resign  his  seat 
at  the  board,  since  which,  upon  further  threats,  he  has  been 
obliged  to  leave  his  estate,  and  take  refuge  with  his  family  in 
Boston.  At  Worcester,  a  mob  of  about  five  thou- 
sand collected,  prevented  the  court  of  Common  Mob  ftt  Won*sUr- 
Pleas  from  sitting,  (about  one  thousand  of  them  had  fire-arms.) 
and  all  drawn  up  in  two  files,  compelled  the  judges,  sheriffs, 
and  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  to  pass  them  with  cap  in  hand,  and 
read  their  disavowal  of  holding  courts  under  the  new  acts  of 
parliament,  not  less  than  thirty  times  in  their  procession. 
Daniel  Oliver,  Esq.,  of  Hardwick,  was  disarmed  by  a  mob, 
and  has  been  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Boston,  to  the  total  loss 
of  his  business.  Colonel  Phips,  the  very  reputable  and  highly 
esteemed  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  by  a  large  mob 
was  obliged  to  promise  not  to  serve  any  processes  of  courts, 
and  to  retire  to  Boston  for  protection  from  further  insults. 
Colonel  Saltonstall,  the  very  humane  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Efssex,  has  been  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Boston,  to  screen  him- 
self from  the  violence  of  the  mob.  The  court  of  Common  Pleas 
was  forbidden  to  6it  at  Taunton,  by  a  large  mob,  with  a  justice 
acting  as  one  of  their  committee.  At  Middleborough,  Peter 
Oliver,  Esq.,  was  obliged  to  sign  a  paper,  not  to  execute  his 
office,  under  the  new  acts.  At  Springfield,  the  ConrtJI  cW<1  ^ 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of 
the  peace,  were  prevented  sitting  by  a  large  mob,  who  kept  the 
justices  from  entering  the  court-house,  and  obliged  them,  the 
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sheriff,  and  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  to  desist,  with  their  hats  off, 
from  holding  any  courts.  Colonel  Edson,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
council,  has  been  driven  from  his  house  in  Bridgewater,  and 
kept  from  it  ever  since  last  August,  for  being  a  friend  to  gov- 
ernment, and  accepting  his  Majesty's  appointment  as  counsellor. 

"  The  courts  of  General  Session  of  the  Peace  and  inferior 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  have  been 
shut  up.  In  August,  Colonel  Putnam  of  Worcester,  a  firm 
friend  to  Government,  had  two  fat  cows  stolen  and  taken  from 
him,  and  a  very  valuable  grist-mill  burnt,  and  was  obliged 
to  leave  a  fair  estate  in  Worcester,  and  retire  to  Boston,  where 
he  has  been  ever  since,  for  his  protesting  against  riots,  <fcc. 
Colonel  Murray,  of  Kutland,  one  of  his  Majesty's  council,  has 
been  obliged  to  leave  a  large  estate  in  the  country,  and  repair 
to  Boston  to  save  himself  from  being  handled  by  the  mob,  and 
compelled  to  resign  his  seat  at  council  board.  His  house  has 
been  attacked,  his  family  put  in  fear.  Colonel  Vassall,  of 
Cambridge,  from  intolerable  threats,  and  insolent  treatment  by 
mobs  of  his  friends  and  himself,  has  left  his  elegant  seat  there, 
and  retired  to  Boston,  with  his  amiable  family,  for  protection. 
John  Borland,  Esq.,  is  in  the  same  predicament  with  Colonel 
Vassall.  Honorable  John  Chandler,  Esq.,  judge  of  probate, 
&c,  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  has  been  obliged  to  retreat 
to  Boston  for  protection,  and  leave  his  business,  and  a  numer- 
ous family  of  hopeful  youths  behind  him,  with  great  reluc- 
tance, and  who,  before  he  came  away,  was  ordered  by  the 
mob  to  hold  his  office  till  further  orders. 

"  The  Plymouth  protesters,  addressers,  and  military  officers, 
were  compelled  by  a  mob  of  two  thousand,  collected  from  Ply- 
mouth and  Barnstable  counties,  to  recant  and  resign  their  mil- 
itary commissions.  Thomas  Foster,  Esq.,  an  ancient  gentle- 
man, was  obliged  to  run  into  the  woods,  and  had  like  to  have 
been  lost,  and  the  mob,  although  the  justices,  with  Mr.  Foster, 
were  sitting  in  the  town,  ransacked  his  house,  and  damaged 
his  furniture.  He  was  obnoxious  as  a  friend  to  government, 
and  for  that  reason  they  endeavored  to  deprive  him  of  his 
business,  and  to  prevent  even  his  taking  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  deed.    Kichard  Clark,  Esq.,  a  consignee  of  the  tea,  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


1775.]  PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  MOB8.  41 

obliged  to  retire  from  Salem  to  Boston,  as  an  asylum ;  and 
his  eon  Isaac  went  to  Plymouth  to  collect  debts,  but  in  the 
night  was  assaulted  by  a  mob  and  obliged  to  get  out  of  town 
at  midnight.  Jesse  Dunbar,  of  Halifax,  in  Plymouth  county, 
bought  some  fat  cattle  of  Mr.  Thomas  the  counsellor,  and 
drove  them  to  Plymouth  for  sale;  one  of  the  oxen  being 
skinned  and  hung  up,  the  committee  came  to  him,  and  finding 
he  bought  it  of  Mr.  Thomas,  they  put  the  ox  into  a  cart,  and 
fixing  Dunbar  in  his  belly,  carted  him  four  miles,  and  there 
made  him  pay  a  dollar,  after  taking  three  more  cattle  and  a 
horse  from  him.  The  Plymouth  mob  delivered  him  to  the 
Kingston  mob,  which  carted  him  four  miles  further,  and  forced 
from  him  another  dollar,  then  delivered  him  to  the  Duxbor- 
ough  mob,  who  abused  him  by  throwing  the  tripe  in  his  face, 
and  endeavoring  to  cover  him  with  it  to  the  endangering  his 
life.  They  then  threw  dirt  at  Jiim,  -and  after  other  abuses 
carried  him  to  said  Thomas's  house,  and  made  him  pay  another 
sum  of  money,  and  he  not  taking  the  beef,  they  flung  it  in  the 
road  and  quitted  him.  Daniel  Dunbar,  of  Halifax,  an  ensign 
of  militia  there,  had  his  colors  demanded  by  the  mob,  some  of 
the  selectmen  being  the  chief  actors.  He  refused ;  they  broke 
into  his  house,  took  him  out,  forced  him  upon  a  rail,  and  after 
keeping  him  for  two  or  three  hours  in  such  abuses,  he  was 
forced  to  give  his  colors  up  to  save  his  life.  A  constable  of 
Hardwick,  for  refusing  to  pay  his  collections,  directly  contrary 
to  the  oath  of  his  office,  was  bound  and  confined  six  and  thirty 
hours,  and  threatened  with  being  sent  to  Simsbury  mines.1 
His  wife  being  dangerously  ill,  he  was  released  after  signing  a 
something  which  one  of  the  mob  had  prepared  for  him.  The 
mob  committee  of  the  county  of  York,  ordered  that  no  one 
should  hire  any  of  Sir  William  Peppereirs  estates,  buy  no 
wood  of  him,  or  pay  any  debts  due  to  him.  In  February,  at 
Plymouth,  a  number  of  ladies  attempted  to  divert  themselves 
at  their  assembly  room,  but  the  mob  collected,  (the  committee 
having  met  previous  thereto,)  and  flung  stones  which  broke 
the  shutters  and  windows,  and  endangered  their  lives.  They 

1  In  Connecticut. 
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were  forced  to  get  out  of  the  hall,  and  were  pelted  and  abused 
to  their  own  homes.  After  this  the  ladies  diverted  themselves 
by  riding  out,  but  were  followed  by  a  mob,  pelted  and  abused, 
with  the  most  indecent  Billingsgate  language.  These  things 
happened  at  the  time  when  some  of  the  people  of  Plymouth, 
in  conjunction  with  the  committee  men  from  other  towns  in 
that  county,  aided  and  assisted  by  four  dissenting  clergymen, 
were  presenting  to  General  Gage,  by  their  memorial,  the  peace- 
able state  they  were  in  before  the  arrival  of  a  party  of  soldiers' 
at  Marshfield,  in  that  eountv. 

"  The  Honorable  Israel  Williams,  Esq.,  one  who  was  ap- 
pointed of  his  Majesty's  new  council,  but  had  declined  the 
office  through  infirmity  of  body,  was  taken  from  his  house  by 
the  mob  in  the  night,  earned  several  miles,  put  into  a  room 
with  a  fire,  the  chimney  at  the  top,  the  doors  of  the  room 
closed,  and  kept  there  for  many  hours  in  the  smoke,  till  his 
life  was  in  danger;  then  he  was  carried  home,  after  being 
forced  to  sign  what  they  ordered,  and  a  guard  placed  over 
him  to  prevent  his  leaving  the  house. 

"  To  recount  the  suffering  of  all  from  mobs,  rioters,  and  tres- 
passers, would  take  more  time  and  paper  than  can  be  spared 
for  that  purpose.  It  is  hoped  the  foregoing  will  be  sufficient 
to  put  you  upon  the  use  of  proper  means  and  measures  for 
giving  relief  to  all  that  have  been  injured  by  such  unlawful 
and  wicked  practices."' 

March  9. — Colonel  Leslie's  ridiculous  expedition  to  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  last  month,  occasioned 
such  an  alarm,  that  the  people  of  all  the  neighboring  towns,  as 
well  as  those  of  thirty  and  forty  miles  distant,  were  mustering, 
and  great  numbers  actually  on  their  march  for  that  place ;  so 
that  it  is  thought  that  not  less  than  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand 
men  would  have  been  assembled  in  that  town  wi'hin  twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  alarm,  had  not  the  precipitate  retreat  of 
the  troops  from  the  drawbridge  prevented  it.' 

1  Balfour's  party. 

*  Rivington's  Garotte,  March  9,  and  Curwen's  Journal,  pp.  449  tt  *jb 

•  Pennsylvania  Packet,  March  20. 
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A  letter  in  Messrs.  Mill's  and  Hick's  paper,"  signed.  u  A 
Son  of  Xew  England,"  appears  to  be  the  produce  of  a  distem- 
pered brain,  which,  like  many  others  in  l'oston 
and  the  neighboring  towns,  are  raving  after  lil>-  Xew  En*,a,ld' 
erty;  a  word  they  have  got  by  rote  like  a  parrot,  without 
knowing  the  meaning  of  it ;  and  when  Massachusettensis,'  or 
any  other  unprejudiced  writer,  endeavors  to  make  them  sensi- 
ble of  their  error,  and  clearly  prove  it  is  not  liberty  but  licen- 
tiousness they  are  running  after,  thev  immediately  flv  into 
abuse,  calling  them  the  enemies  of  their  country,  not  consid- 
ering that  they  themselves,  the  imaginary  supporters  of  lib- 
erty, are  the  real  enemies  of  this  country,  by  spiriting  up  the 
people,  by  every  delusive  method,  to  forfeit  every  thing  that 
is  dear  to  them  in  this  world,  and  to  merit  the  curses  of  their 
children  from  generation  to  generation. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  are  very  few  who  think  that 
the  fate  of  Britain  depends  on  the  liberties  of  America,  or  that 
the  mother  country  will  ever  suffer  the  colonies  to  dictate  to 
her.  She  has  been  long  tender  of  the  rod,  but  be  assured  the 
time  approaches  when  she  will  exercise  it  with  severity,  and 
show  the  stubborn  6ons  of  Xew  England  that  she  will  not  any 
longer  bear  with  their  degenerate  behavior.  If  every  man 
had  thought  for  himself,  and  not  been  led  by  the  nose  by  a 
Cooper*  or  an  Adams,4  all  might  have  been  happy  ;  but  these 
inconsiderate  people  have  made  themselves  idols,  viz.,  liberty 
trees,  newspapers,  and  congresses,  which  by  blindly  worship- 
ping have  so  engrossed  their  minds,  that  they  give  not  the 
least  attention  to  their  several  occupations,  but  attend  at 
taverns,  where  they  talk  politics,  get  drunk,  damn  king,  min- 
isters, and  taxes,  and  vow  they  will  follow  any  measures  pro- 
posed to  them  by  their  demagogues,  however  repugnant  to 
religion,  reason,  and  common  6ense. 

It  is  a  remark  that  the  high  sons  of  liberty  consist  but  of 
two  sorts  of  men.    The  first  are  those  who  by  their  debauch- 

1  The  Boston  Weekly  Advertiser  of  Jan.  80. 

■  Ikniel  Leonard,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  author  of  a  series  of  articles  under  that 
•jrnature. 

*  Stmuel  Cooper,  D.  D  ,  of  Boston  4  Samuel  Adams. 
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eries  and  ill  conduct  in  life,  are  reduced  almost  to  poverty, 
and  are  happy  in  finding  a  subsistence,  though  it  is  even  on 
the  destruction  of  their  country ;  for  on  the  turbulence  of  the 
times,  and  the  heated  imaginations  of  the  populace,  depends 
New  En*und  their  existence.  The  latter  are  the  ministers  of 
ciergy.  gogpg^  who,  instead  of  preaching  to  their 

flocks  meekness,  sobriety,  attention  to  their  different  employ- 
ments, and  a  6teady  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Britain,  belch 
from  the  pulpit  liberty,  independence,  and  a  steady  perse- 
verance in  endeavoring  to  shake  off  their  allegiance  to  the 
mother  country.  The  independent  ministers  have  ever  been, 
since  the  first  settling  of  this  colony,  the  instigators  and  abet- 
tors of  every  persecution  and  conspiracy.1 

■ 

March  9. — As  the  populace  of  Boston  have  thought  fit  to 
repeal  the  tarring  and  feathering  act,  the  king's  troops  have 

a Ro  1Mb,  tnoll£nt  ^t  to  revive  tne  8aKl  statute ;  and  in 
consequence  of  such  a  determination,  to-day  they 
gave  us  a  specimen  of  a  royal  mob.  The  soldiers  have  been 
encouraged  by  their  officers  to  take  every  method  of  tricking 
the  unwary.  Yesterday,  an  honest  countryman  was  inquiring 
for  a  firelock,  when  a  soldier  hearing  him,  said  he  had  one  he 
would  sell.  Away  goes  the  ignoramus,  and  after  paying  the 
soldier  very  honestly  for  the  gun,  (which  was  only  an  old  one 
without  a  lock,)  was  walking  off  when  half  a  dozen  seized  him 
and  hurried  the  poor  fellow  away  under  guard,  for  a  breach 
of  the  act  against  trading  with  the  soldiers.  After  keeping 
him  in  duress  all  night,  this  morning,  instead  of  carrying  him 
before  a  magistrate,  who  on  complaint  would  have  fined  him, 
(as  has  been  the  case  in  several  instances,)  the  officers  con- 
demned him  without  a  hearing,  to  be  tarred  and  feathered, 
which  sentence  has  been  executed. 

After  stripping  him  naked  and  covering  him  with  tar  and 
feathers,  they  mounted  him  on  a  one-horse  truck,  and  surround- 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  March  9. — This  piece  was  published  with  the  following 
note :— "  Mr.  Rirington :  Sir, — By  inserting  the  following  letter  in  your  paper, 
which  was  refused  admittance  in  a  paper  in  Boston,  you  will  much  oblige  your 
humble  servant,  Beli$ariu».n 
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ing  the  truck  with  a  guard  of  twenty  soldiers  with  fixed  bay- 
onets, accompanied  with  all  the  dnims  and  fifes  of  the  regi- 
ment, (forty-seventh,)  and  a  number  of  officers,  negroes,  and  sail- 
ors, exhibited  him  as  a  spectacle  through  the  principal  streets  of 
the  town.  They  fixed  a  label  on  the  man's  back,  on  which  was 
written  American  Liberty,  or  a  Specimen  of  Democracy  ;  and 
to  add  to  the  insult  they  played  Yankee  Doodle : — Oh  Britain, 
how  art  thou  fallen !  Is  it  not  enough  that  British  troops, 
who  were  once  the  terror  of  France  and  Spain,  should  be  made 
the  instruments  of  butchering  thy  children !  but  must  thev 
descend  also  to  exploits  too  infamously  dirtv  for  any  but  the 
meanest  of  the  mobility  to  practice  ?  What  a  wretched  figure 
will  the  Boston  expedition  hereafter  make  in  the  historic  page ! 1 

March  10. — Among  numerous  misrepresentations  in  Mr. 
Rivingtons  Gazetteer  of  yesterday,  are  many  notorious  ones, 
mixed  with  sundry  absolute  falsehoods,  in  a  para-  AflWr  mt  the 
graph  to  which  the  names  of  William  Cunning-  Ui*rtj  r«.»e. 
ham  and  John  Ilill  are  affixed  as  subscribers.  In  this  extra- 
ordinary paragraph,  above  two  hundred  men  of  New  York  are 
represented  as  having  united  in  abusing  those  two  inoffensive 
gentlemen,  and  in  that  disorderly,  riotous  company,  two  inhab- 
itants of  that  city*  are  particularly  mentioned  by  name,  and 
positively  charged,  not  only  with  abusing  the  two  harmless 
innocents  before  mentioned,  but  with  robbery  and  high 
treason. 

On  reading  this  account  we  were  naturally  led,  by  several 
circumstances,  to  inquire  into  the  characters  of  the  two  per- 
sons accused,  and  of  their  accusers.  The  two  first  we  find  to 
he  citizens,  bred  if  not  born  in  New  York,  peaceable,  inoftons- 
ive  men  of  property,  and  of  irreproachable  characters.  The 
two  last  strangers  here,  (especially  Cunningham,)  almost  en- 
tirely unknown,  except  by  the  little  specimens  they  have 
lately  exhibited  of  their  characters,  which  are  not  much  in 
their  favor.  As  to  Hill,  we  have  heard,  and  therefore  shall 
Bay  but  little  about  him.    He  has  brought  himself  upon  the 

1  Holt's  Journal,  Marct  10.  1  Smith  Richards  and  James  Van  Dyck. 
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stage  as  a  companion,  an  associate  of  Cunningham,  and  a 
volunteer  with  him  in  the  glorious  expedition,  wherein  their 
defeat  has  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  making  conspic- 
uous figures  in  Rivington's  Gazetteer.  As  to  Cunningham, 
his  former  character  is  unknown  to  us,  but  we  may  reasonably 
suppose  it  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  specimen  he  has 
given  us  during  the  short  space  of  time  we  have  been  favored 
with  his  company.  Ilis  first  exhibition  was  in  the  character 
of  a  Son  of  Liberty ;  that  is,  a  friend  and  asserter  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  the  English  Constitution,  a  warm 
patriot,  and  opposer  of  the  tyrannical  acts  and  pretensions  of 
the  British  Parliament.  But  in  a  few  days,  touched,  not  with 
Ithuriers  spear,  but  with  an  impulse  from  a  spirit  of  a  quite 
opposite  nature,  he  starts  up  at  once  in  his  true  character,  a 
finished  emissary  of  tyranny,  officiously  distinguishing  and 
thrusting  himself  forward,  to  execute  the  orders  and  promote 
the  designs  of  the  enemies  of  his  country,  to  destroy  its  consti- 
tution, and  reduce  it  to  a  state  of  slavery. 

His  first  appearance  that  we  have  heard  of,  was  to  inter- 
pose in  preventing  the  departure  of  the  Scotch  ship,  and 
thereby  cause  a  violation  of  the  solemn  association  of  the  Brit- 
ish American  colonies,  agreed  on  last  year  by  the  delegates  in 
general  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  But  in  this  being  unable 
to  effect  any  thing,  except  showing  his  principles  and  disposi- 
tion, fame  had  little  to  say  of  him,  till  this  exploit  in  the 
fields,  except  that  he  has  often  been  heard  blustering  in  be- 
half of  the  ministry,  and  that  his  behavior  had  recommended 
him  to  the  favor  of  several  men  of  eminence,  both  in  the  mil- 
itary and  civil  departments — that  he  has  often  been  seen,  on 
a  footing  of  familiarity,  at  their  houses,  and  parading  the 
streets  on  a  horse  belonging  to  one  of  the  gentlemen,  who, 
doubtless,  is  not  displeased  with  the  conduct  of  the  rider. 

"We  did  not  know  until  wc  saw  this  account  in  Riving- 
ton's paper  that  these  same  gentlemen  helped  to  make  up  the 
group  of  woful  countenances  of  the  minor  party  at  the  Ex- 
change on  the  memorable  sixth  of  March ;  a  day  which  our 
heroes  doubtless  intended  to  make  as  famous  by  their  achieve- 
ments in  the  afternoon,  as  it  was  by  the  defeat  in  the  morning 
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of  the  party  under  which  they  enlisted.  And  this  may  reason- 
ably account  for  their  conduct  at  the  liberty-pole,  as  well  as 
their  design  in  going  there,  where  they  say  they  were  60  cruelly 
attacked  bv  a  mob  of  about  two  hundred  men. 

Messrs.  Hill  and  Cunningham  appeared  and  made  part  of 
the  minority  at  the  Exchange  on  the  sixth.  Their  business 
was  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  measures  recommended 
by  the  Continental  Congress  for  the  preservation  of  our  con- 
stitutional rights  and  liberties,  and  consequently  to  promote 
the  designs  of  the  British  Ministry,  in  subjecting  America  and 
all  the  British  empire  to  a  despotic  government.  And  these 
men  for  thus  appearing,  or  perhaps  bullying  a  little,  have  the 
modesty  to  pretend  that  they  appeared  on  the  king's  side, 
though  opposed  to  the  very  principles  on  which  he  holds  his 
crown.  As  a  further  proof  of  their  modesty  they  call  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  men,  assembled  at  the  liberty-pole,  who 
were  probably  part  of  the  respectable  majority  from  the  Ex- 
change, a  mob.1 

A  great  body  of  the  majority  from  the  Exchange  returned 
to  the  liberty-pole,  when  Cunningham  and  Hill  came  among 
them.  The  behavior  of  this  majority  at  the  Exchange  demon- 
strated their  peaceable  disposition ;  and  having  succeeded  in 
all  they  intended,  they  were  in  high  good  humor,  and  less  dis- 
posed to  quarrel  than  before.  It  is  therefore  highly  improb- 
able that  they  should  have  been  the  aggressors  in  quarrelling 
with  Cunningham  and  Hill,  or  have  used  them  in  the  unfair, 
abusive  manner  they  have  represented.  These  two  men,  on 
the  contrary,  having  shared  in  the  disappointment  of  their 
party,  were  probably  soured  in  their  temper,  and  went  among 
the  other  party  with  a  design  to  quarrel  and  raise  disturbance. 
When  upon  such  an  occasion  and  in  such  a  company  they 
began  a  quarrel,  it  is  no  wonder  they  were  roughly  treated, 
bnt  rather  that  they  escaped  so  well.  They  have,  in  their 
improbable,  inconsistent  account,  expressly  charged  two  of  the 
company  with  robbing  them  of  a  watch,  and  requiring  them 

•  What  they  might  be  when  these  two  gentlemen  came  amongst  them,  we 
ihall  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  before  that,  we  believe  they  deserved  a  more  re- 
spectful appellation.— Anther  of  the  Articlt. 
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to  curse  the  king ;  for  which  scandalous  assertions,  under  their 
hand,  it  is  said  suits  are  commenced  against  them,  and  ample 
damages  will  doubtless  be  recovered ;  as  from  a  great  number 
of  depositions  of  creditable  persons  who  were  present,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  report  against  Messrs.  Richards  and  Van  Dvck 
is  entirely  groundless.  It  is  said  that  Cunningham  has  de- 
clared that  he  should  not  have  published  the  account,  if  he 
had  not  been  urged  to  it  by  one  or  more  gentlemen  of  the 
minor  party.1 

March  11.— This  day  the  "freeholders  of  Botetourt,"  in 
Virginia,  instructed  their  representatives"  as  follows :  "  We  re- 
Botetourt  inrtruc-  ^l1"1*6  vou  t°  represent  us  with  hearts  replete  with 
Uon"-  the  most  grateful  and  loyal  veneration  for  the 
race  of  Brunswick,  for  they  have  been  truly  our  fathers;  and 
at  the  same  time  the  most  dutiful  affection  for  our  sovereign, 
of  whose  honest  heart  we  cannot  entertain  any  diffidence,  but 
sorry  we  are  to  add,  that  in  his  councils  we  can  no  longer  con- 
fide. A  set  of  miscreants  unworthy  to  administer  the  laws  of 
Britain's  empire,  have  been  permitted  impiously  to  sway. 
How  unjustly,  cruelly,  and  tyrannically  they  have  invaded 
our  rights  we  need  not  now  put  you  in  mind. 

"We  only  say,  and  we  assert  it  with  pride,  that  the  subjects 
of  Britain  are  one,  and  when  the  honest  man  of  Boston,  who 
has  broken  no  law,  has  his  property  wrested  from  him,  the 
hunter  of  the  Alleghanies  must  take  the  alarm,  and  as  a  free- 
man of  America,  he  will  fly  to  the  representatives,  and  thus 
instruct  them  :  'Gentlemen,  my  gun,  my  tomahawk,  my  life, 
I  desire  you  to  tender  to  the  honor  of  my  king  and  country ; 
but  my  Liberty  to  range  these  woods  upon  the  same  terms 
my  father  has  done,  is  not  mine  to  give  up.  It  was  not  pur- 
chased by  me,  and  purchased  it  was.  It  is  entailed  upon  my 
son,  and  the  tenure  is  sacred.  Watch  over  it,  gentlemen,  for 
to  him  it  must  descend  unviolated,  if  my  arm  can  defend  it ; 
but  if  not,  if  wicked  power  is  permitted  to  prevail  against  me, 

'  Holt's  Journal,  March  23.    Sec  Rivington's  account,  March  6. 
•  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis  and  Mr.  John  Bowyer. 
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the  original  purchase  was  blood,  and  mine  shall  seal  the  sur 
render.1 

"  That  our  countrymen,  and  the  world  may  know  our  dispo- 
sition, we  choose  that  this  he  published.  And  we  have  one 
request  to  add,  that  is,  that  the  Sons  of  Worth  and  Frekdom, 
m-Iio  appeared  for  us  at  Philadelphia,  will  accept  our  most 
ardent  grateful  acknowledgments.  And  we  hereby  plight 
them  our  faith,  that  we  will  religiously  observe  their  resolu- 
tions, and  obey  their  instructions,  in  contempt  of  power  and 
temjwrary  interest ;  and  should  the  measures  they  have  wisely 
calculated  for  our  relief  fail,  we  will  stand  prepared  for  evert/ 
contingency"  1 


A  trtal  about  a  disputed  horse  race  that  has  been  run  on 
Hye  flats,  came  on  to-day  before  Peter  Guion,  Esq.,  at  Beslcy'a 
tavern,  at  New  Rochelle.    One  of  the  parties  de- 

J*at  riutic  I  urr 

ninnded  a  jury,  and  the  jnstice  accordingly  issued 
a  process.  A  number  of  the  inhabitants  were  summoned  and 
appeared,  but  nnanimously  refused  to  be  sworn,  declaring  that 
as  horse-racing  was  contrary  to  the  Association  of  the  Con- 
p-ess,'  they  would  never  serve  as  jurors,  in  any  such  cause, 
and  that  if  the  judge  thought  proper  to  commit  them,  they 
would  go  to  jail.  In  short,  the  justice  was  obliged  to  try  the 
cause  himself." 

March  13. — A  few  days  ago,  a  certain  Byrne,  a  young 
man  lately  from  England,  who  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a 
tax-gatherer,  near  Georgetown,  Pennsylvania,  but 
who  lately  sold  his  commission,  and  probably Byn>*  AUTenture' 
spent  the  money,  stopped  two  wagons,  on  their  way  from 
Dnck  Creek,  Cross  Roads,  to  the  head  of  Chester,  and  seized 
them  as  forfeited  to  the  king,  for  reasons  best  known  to  him- 
w?If,  and  made  their  drivers  follow  him  with  them  to  Downes, 
tavern.    Stepping  in  there  to  get  a  drink,  he  presently  came 

'  Published  in  Williamsburg,  Va.,  March  11,  and  republished  in  Holt's  Jour- 
March  30. 

1  See  Article  8th  of  the  Association  of  Congress,  in  Journals  of  Congress, 
Oct.  2'\  1774.  ■  Holt's  Journal,  April  6. 
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out,  and  missing  the  wagons,  pushed  after,  soon  overtook  thenx, 
and  was  returning,  when  several  young  men  met  him,  knocked 
up  his  heels,  and  then  took  his  gun,  laid  it  in  the  road,  and 
made  the  wagons  drive  over  it  twice  or  thrice,  till  they  had 
rendered  it  entirely  useless.  They  then  tied  a  grape  vine,  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose,  about  his  neck,  and  dragged  him  to  a 
mill,  not  far  distant,  where  they  primed  him  over  a  little,  not 
having  a  sufficient  quantity  of  varnish  to  give  him  a  complete 
gloss,  then  gently  sprinkling  the  feathers  of  an  old  pillow  over 
that,  they  led  him  into  Georgetown,  where  they  drenched  him 
with  Newberry  rum  and  water,  taken  from  a  duck-hole,  until 
it  began  to  work  unpleasantly.  They  then  led  him  like  a  vic- 
tim, unto  a  duck-hole,  where  they  launched  him  in  with  such 
swiftness,  that  the  other  shore  brought  him  up.  In  this  situa- 
tion they  had  him  some  time;  at  last  they  made  him  fast  with 
a  grape  vine,  and  brought  him  to  a  confession.  He  damned 
Bute,  North,  and  all  their  brethren  and  followers,  and  said 
that  the  Americans  were  a  generous,  spirited,  and  much  in- 
jured people.  They  then  gave  him  a  terrestrial  absolution 
on  condition  that  he  would  immediately  transport  himself 
to  Europe,  and  there  speak  the  sentiments  now  delivered ; 
which  being  agreed  to,  be  set  out  the  same  evening  for 
Boston.' 

March  14. — Yesterday  afternoon  several  riotous  and  dis- 
orderly persons,  to  the  number  of  between  eighty  and  ninety, 
we.tmiiwter  assembled  at  Westminster,  Cumberland  county, 
Massac^.  in  tjie  provmce  0f  ^ew  York.'  Tliey  took  pos- 
session of  the  court  house,  with  an  avowed  intent  of  prevent- 
ing the  court  from  being  held.  Many  of  them  had  arms,  and 
those  who  were  unprovided  for,  collected  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion with  all  possible  despatch.  Many  of  the  magistrates 
being  present,  it  was  thought  advisable  that  the  sheriff  should 
make  the  usual  proclamation  against  riotous  assemblies,  and 
demand  possession  of  the  court  house  and  jail,  which  being 
refused  several  times,  about  nine  o'clock  at  night  a  party  as- 

i        *  New  York  Garettc,  March  27.         1  Now  iu  the  State  of  Vermont. 
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semblcd  in  order  to  disperse  the  rioters.  These  proceeded  with 
the  sheriff  and  some  magistrates  to  the  court  house,  where 
proclamation  was  again  made  by  the  sheriff  for  the  rioters  to 
disperse,  and  sundry  attempts  were  made  to  get  in,  without 
using  fire-arms,  but  this  proving  ineffectual,  three  guns  were 
fired  over  the  door,  in  hopes  the  rioters  would  be  intimidated 
and  retire  ;  but  so  determined  were  they  in  their  undertaking, 
that  the  fire  was  immediately  returned  from  the  court  house, 
by  which  one  of  the  magistrates  was  slightly  wounded,  and 
another  person  shot  through  his  clothes.  The  magistrates 
seeing  the  imminent  danger  they  were  in,  so  well  exerted 
themselves  that  they  forced  the  front  door,  and  after  a  very 
smart  engagement,  wherein  one  of  the  rioters  was  killed,1  and 
many  persons  on  both  sides  wounded,  the  court  house  was 
cleared,  and  proper  measures  were  taken  to  preserve  the 
peace.  This  morning  all  was  tumult  and  disorder ;  the  judges, 
however,  opened  the  court  at  the  usual  hour,  and  adjourned 
till  three  o'clock  this  afternoon ;  but  by  that  time  the  body  of 
rioters  beginning  to  assemble  in  large  parties,  from  New 
Hampshire  and  places  adjacent,  and  particularly  from  Ben- 
nington, in  the  neighboring  county  of  Albany,  with  a  hostile 
appearance,  the  cou^t,  foreseeing  no  probability  of  being  able 
to  proceed  to  business,  adjourned  till  next  J une  term.  The 
body  of  rioters,  which  soon  amounted  to  upwards  of  five 
hundred,  surrounded  the  court  house,  took  the  judges,  the 
justices,  the  sheriffs,  the  clerk,  and  as  many  more  of  their 
friends  as  they  could  find,  into  close  custody,  and  sent  parties 

1  William  French.  The  following  record  yet  remnint  inscribed  upon  a  simple  slate 
atone,  in  the  old  burial-ground  at  Westminster,  Vermont: 

■fit  Memory  of  WILLIAM  FRENCH, 
Son  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  French,  who 
Was  Shot  at  Westminster,  March  ye  18th, 
1775,  by  the  hands  of  Cruel  Mlnlstereal  tools, 
of  Oeorg  ye  8d,  In  the  Corthouse  at  a  11  o'  Clock 
at  Night  in  the  23d,  year  of  his  Ago. 

HERE  WILLIAM  FRENCH  his  Body  lies. 
For  Harder  his  Blood  for  Venganee  erica. 
King  Oeorg  the  thlnl  hU  Tory  crew 
tha  with  a  bawl  his  bead  Shot  threw. 
For  Liberty  and  bis  Country's  Good, 
be  Loet  his  Life  his  Dt*r«t  Blood." 
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out,  who  arc  returning  with  more  prisoners.  The  roads 
and  passages  are  guarded  with  armed  men,  who  indiscrim- 
inately lay  hold  of  all  passengers,  against  whom  any  of 
the  party  intimates  the  least  suspicion,  and  the  mob,  stimu- 
lated hy  their  chief  leaders  to  the  utmost  fury  and  revenge, 
breathe  nothing  but  blood  and  slaughter  against  the  unfortu- 
nate persons  in  their  power ;  the  only  thing  which  suspends 
their  fate,  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  manner  of  de- 
stroying them.  And  from  the  violence  and  inhumanity  of  the 
disposition  apparent  in  the  rioters,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared 
that  some  of  the  worthy  men  in  confinement  will  fall  a  sacri- 
fice to  the  brutal  fury  of  a  band  of  ruffians,  before  timely  aid 
can  be  brought  to  their  assistance- 1 

M^cn  16. — A  writer  in  England  says:  "This  is  the 
important  crisis  which  will  determine  the  fate  of  America, 
The  bold  resolves  of  your  Congress  have  pushed  matters  to  an 
extremity,  and  render  a  complete  decision  of  the  dispute  inev- 
itable. Whether  America  shall  be  independent  of,  or  subor- 
dinate to  Parliament,  is  now  the  question.  I  wish  the  pros- 
pect was  clearer  of  an  amicable  settlement.  The  leaders  of 
government  were  heartily  disj>osed  to  fall  in  with  any  proposals 
of  accommodation  which  might  have  secured  your  liberties  and 
preserved  the  sovereignty  in  the  British  legislature,  which  is 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  empire ;  but  hot  men  among 
you  have  extended  your  claims  so  far  as  to  make  it  impossible 
for  Parliament  to  comply,  without  relinquishing  every  shadow 
of  its  authority.  The  merchants  have  met  on  the  subject. 
They  are  to  petition  Parliament  for  redress ;  but  are  neither 
to  find  fault  with  the  late  measures,  nor  to  projx>se  any  mode 
for  your  relief,  but  to  submit  it  entirely  to  Parliament.  This 
intelligence  is  from  two  respectable  merchants,  who  are  of  the 
committee. 

What  particular  measures  will  be  adopted  by  Parliament, 

1  Essex  Gazette,  March  21 ;  New  York  Journal,  March  23  ;  Gaines'  Gazette, 
March  27.  The  persons  taken  into  custody  were  conveyed  to  the  jail  at  North- 
ampton, Mass. ;  but  upon  their  application  to  the  Chief  Justice  of  New  York, 
they  were  released  from  confinement,  and  returned  home. — Jones  $  Narrative. 
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on  its  ensiling  meeting,  no  one  can  precisely  determine ;  but 
this  may  be  depended  on,  that  there  will  be  no  relaxation  with 
respect  to  Boston. 

The  strongest  hope  which  we  have  yet  left,  is,  that  the 
assembly  of  New  York  will  firmly  and  dutifully  state  their 
grievances,  unembarrassed  with  points  foreign  to  the  subject, 
and  free  from  an  undistinguishing  approbation  of  the  measures 
of  others.  Such  a  petition  will  assuredly  be  honorably  re- 
ceived, and  in  all  probability  open  the  way  for  a  lasting  ac- 
commodation of  the  present  differences.  How  little  do  they 
seem  sensible  of  the  uncertainty  and  miseries  of  a  civil  war, 
which  would  plunge  headlong  into  violence  rather  than  sacri- 
fice a  punctilio  I1 

Mabch  19. — Since  the  army  have  found  the  season  has 
passed  for  nature's  forming  a  bridge  from  Boston,  they  become 
abusive  and  insulting.  They  are  now  finishing 
their  fortifications  on  the  Neck,  by  picketing  each  AflUrB  ln  Bo,tOD* 
side.  Thursday  last  being  recommended  by  the  Provincial 
Congress  to  be  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  on  the  morning  of 
that  day  the  society  at  the  west  end  of  Boston  were  greatly 
disturbed  by  a  party  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  fourth  or 
the  king's  own  regiment.  When  the  people  were  assembling, 
they  brought  two  marquee  tents,  and  pitched  them  within  ten 
yards  of  the  meeting  house,  then  sent  for  three  drums  and 
three  fifes,  and  kept  them  beating  and  playing  till  the  service 
was  over. 

In  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  Colonel  Hancock's  elegant 
seat,  situated  near  the  common,  was  attacked  by  a  number  of 
officers,  who,  with  their  swords,  cut  and  hacked  the  fence  be- 
fore his  house  in  a  most  scandalous  manner,  and  behaved  very 
abusively,  by  breaking  people's  windows,  and  insulting  almost 
every  person  they  met. 

Yesterday  the  Neck  guard  seized  a  quantity  of  musket 
cartridges  with  ball,  (we  suppose  through  the  information  of 
some  dirty  scoundrel,  many  of  which  we  now  have  among  us,) 
and  about  three  thousand  pounds  of  ball,  which  were  being 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  London,  in  Rivington's  Gazetteer,  March  16. 
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carried  into  the  country.  This  was  private  property.  The 
owner  applied  to  the  General  first,  but  he  absolutely  refused 
to  deliver  it.  They  abused  the  teamster  very  much,  and  run 
a  bayonet  into  his  neck.  The  same  evening  a  number  of 
officers  heated  with  liquor,  (as  it  is  said,)  with  drawn  swords 
ran  through  the  streets,  like  what  they  really  were,  madmen, 
cutting  every  one  they  met.  The  stage  coach  just  arrived 
from  Providence,  passing  by,  they  attacked  it,  broke  the  glass, 
and  abused  the  passengers.  The  driver  being  a  6mart  fellow, 
jumped  offliis  seat,  caught  one  of  them,  Captain  G.,1  and  some 
blows  passed,  when  the  officer  retired  not  much  to  his  credit. 

To-day  Colonel  Hancock  was  again  much  insulted  by  a 
number  of  inferior  officers  and  privates,  who  entered  his  in- 
closures,  and  refused  to  retire  after  his  requesting  them  so  to 
do ;  telling  him  that  his  house,  stables,  <fcc,  would  soon  be 
theirs,  and  then  they  would  do  as  they  pleased.  However,  on 
his  application  to  the  General,  he  immediately  sent  one  of  his 
aidc-de-camps  to  the  officer  of  the  guard  at  the  bottom  of  the 
common,  to  seize  any  officer  or  private  who  should  molest 
Colonel  Hancock,  or  any  inhabitant,  in  their  lawful  calling.' 


MAEcn  20. — It  is  6aid  that  General  Gage  has  four  hundred 
of  Itivington's  papers  regularly  sent  him  every  week  by  the 

Eivinpton*.  P08t>  wmca  are  distributed  among  the  army, 
raj*.™.  navy,  and  such  others  as  are  thought  most  proper 
to  promote  the  infamous  plan  of  enslaving  this  country.  These 
papers  are,  doubtless,  paid  for  out  of  the  American  revenue. 
Thus,  Americans,  yon  already  begin  to  see  your  own  money 
employed  for  enslaving  yourselves  and  your  children.* 

We  are  constantly  agitated  by  hearing  complaints  from  dif- 
ferent persons  of  the  more  than  savage  barbarity  of  the  soldiers 
in  Boston,  encouraged  and  often  joined  and  headed  by  the 
officers.  They  are  now  become  so  insolent  that  it  is  hardly 
safe  to  walk  the  streets  at  noonday,  and  there  seems  to  be  no 

1  Captain  Gore,  of  the  Fifth  Regiment.  •  tJpcott,  iv.  301. 

•  Supplement  to  Holt's  Journal,  March  30. 
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chock  or  control.  But  they  are  rather  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged by  their  superiors,  in  their  lawless  outrages.  They 
appear  to  be  a  banditti  of  lawless  freebooters,  just  let  loose  upon 
us,  for  the  innocent  and  laudable  purposes  of  robberies,  rapes, 
and  murders ;  nor  can  we  at  present  see  any  prospect  of  avoid- 
ing these  calamities,  but  by  a  general  evacuation  of  the  town. 
The  late  news  seems  to  increase  their  insolence,  which  was  bare- 
ly tolerable  before.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  common  sol- 
diers and  their  wives  have  frequently  and  loudly  complained  of 
the  fallacy  and  injustice  of  the  officers,  who  promised  them 
fine  houses,  rich  plunder,  and  a  thousand  other  gratifications, 
which  they  hoped  to  be  in  possession  of  long  before  this. 
These  expectations  have  undoubtedly  prevented  the  desertion 
of  hundreds.  But  they  grow  more  and  more  impatient,  so 
that  we  fear  violence  will,  sooner  or  later,  take  place,  let  what 
will  be  the  determinations  in  England,  unless  some  method 
can  be  adopted  to  prevent  or  restrain  them,  tantamount  to 
leaving  the  town,  as  the  people  in  general  do  not  seem  in- 
clined to  go  out.1 

Maech  21. — A  few  friends  of  liberty  at  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York,  met  at  the  house  of  Mr.  John  Bailey,  about  three 
miles  out  of  that  town,  and  erected  a  pole  on  his  of 
land,  with  a  flag  on  it,  bearing  on  one  side,  The  p,,uehkc«P8,«> 
Kino,  and  on  the  other,  The  Congress  and  Liberty  ;  but  the 
sheriff  of  Dutchess  county,  attended  by  a  judge  of  the  inferior 
court,  and  two  of  his  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  and  a  con- 
stable, with  some  others,  friends  to  constitutional  liberty  and 
good  order,  cut  the  same  down  as  a  public  nuisance." 

Tite  method  lately  used  in  New  York  to  post  up  inflamma- 
tory handbills,  was  the  same  used  in  England  at  the  time  of 
the  Pretender.    It  was  done  by  a  man  who  car-  Bn,  Port|l>€  In 
ried  a  little  boy  in  a  box  like  a  magic  lantern,  and     New  Yark* 
while  he  leaned  against  the  wall,  as  if  to  rest  himself,  the  boy 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Boston.— Newport  Mercury,  April  8,  and  PenntyU 
ia  Journal,  April  12. 
1  Holt'a  Journal,  April  6. 
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drew  back  the  slide,  pasted  on  the  paper,  and  shutting  himself 
up  again,  the  man  took  the  proper  occasion  to  walk  off  to 
another  resting  place.' 

March  28. — This  evening  was  married,  at  the  White 
Plains,  Westchester  County,  New  York,  Mr.  Gabriel  Purdy, 
youngest  son  of  Mr.  Samuel  Purdy,  to  the  agreeable  Miss 
C'haritv  Purdy,  daughter.of  Mr.  Joseph  Purdy,  both  of  that 
loyal  town.    What  particularly  is  remarkable  in  the  affair,  is 

if  X  v  ' 

this,  the  guests  consisted  of  forty-seven  persons  ;  thirty-seven 
of  whom  were  Purdys,  and  not  a  single  Whig  among  them.1 

By  the  late  proceedings  in  Boston,  it  seems  that  those  sent 
over  to  repeal,  or  make  null  and  void,  the  good  and  wholesome 
law  of  tarring  and  feathering,  and  to  establish  a  new-fangled 
form  of  government  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  strange  to  tell, 
have  adopted  the  very  laws  they  were  sent  to  abolish  !  Is  it 
possible  that  the  omnipotent  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  should  send  a  powerful  fleet  and  army,  three 
thousand  miles,  at  the  expense  of  millions  of  money,  only  for 
the  purpose  of  tarring  and  feathering  a  poor,  harmless  coun- 
tryman V 

On  the  report  of  a  design  to  form  an  army  in  Canada,  to 
join  the  king's  regular  forces  in  fighting  against,  and  enslav- 
ing the  other  British  colonies,  the  Canadians  were  greatly 
alarmed,  and  took  the  best  method  in  their  power  to  secure 
themselves  from  the  service.  And  as,  by  the  laws  of  France, 
married  men  cannot  be  compelled  to  serve  in  the  militia,  the 
Canadians  considered  marriage  as  a  protection,  to  which,  since 
their  new  laws,  they  have  so  universally  had  recourse,  that,  it 
is  said,  there  is  hardly  an  unmarried  man  to  be  found  in  all 
the  country.* 

March  30. — This  morning  at  daylight,  the  troops  at  Bos- 

«  Parks'  Diary.  "  Rivington,  April  20. 

*  Supplement  to  Holt's  Journal,  March  80.    See  March  9,  ante. 

*  Holt's  Journal,  April  6. 
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ton  beat  to  arms,  and  five  regiments  marched  out,  with  Earl 
Percy  at  their  head.  It  was  supposed  they  were  FirI  PpTryt> 
going  to  Concord,  where  the  Provincial  Confess 
is  now  sitting.  A  quantity  of  provisions  and  warlike  stores 
are  lodged  there.  Several  expresses  were  immediately  sent 
away  to  give  notice  of  their  inarehing.  Important  conse- 
quences were  apprehended  ;  but,  happily,  they  only  went  a 
few  miles  out,  and  then  returned.  The  town  and  country 
were  alarmed,  and  many  of  them  got  equipped  for  a  march. 
It  has  given  such  uneasiness,  that  committees  from  twelve  of 
the  near  towns  have  met  upon  it ;  and  intend  sending  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Provincial  Congress,  representing  this  affair  to 
them,  and  desiring  they  will  take  up  the  matter,  and  remon- 
strate with  the  General  upon  it.  The  troops  went  out  of  the 
common  road,  marched  over  the  people's  land,  where  their 
grain  was  sown,  and  through  their  gardens ;  broke  down  their 
fences,  walls,  «fcc,  and  did  other  injuries.  It  is  thought  such 
proceedings  will  bring  on  bad  consequences,  if  not  prevented. 

The  late  conduct  of  the  regulars  in  Boston,  in  tarring  and 
feathering  a  countryman,  headed  bv  one  of  their  colonels,  and 
other  officers,  and  the  spirited  remonstrance  it  occasioned  from 
the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Billerica,  to  General  Gage,  has 
made  much  talk.1    The  military  spirit  and  resolution  prevail- 

1  The  following  is  the  remonstrance  presented  to  General  Gage : — May  it 
please  your  Excellency: — We  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Billerica,  beg  leave  to 
remonstrate  to  your  Excellency,  that  on  the  Eighth  of  March  last,  one  Thorn  is 
Dit*oo,  an  inhabitant  of  said  town  of  Billerica,  was  tarred  and  feathered  and 
▼err  much  abused  by  a  party  of  His  Majesty's  forty-seventh  regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Lieut. -Col.  Nesbitt.  As  guardians  for  said  town,  and  from  a  regard 
for  the  liberties  and  properties  of  its  inhabitants,  we  cannot  but  resent  this  pro- 
cedure. Your  Excellency  must  be  sensible  that  this  act  is  a  hiph  infraction  on 
that  personal  security  which  every  Englishman  is  entitled  to;  and  without  which 
his  boasted  constitution  is  but  a  name.  It  Is  sufficiently  unhnppy  for  us  that  we  find 
troops  quartered  among  us  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  obedience  to  acts  of  Tar- 
Bament,  in  the  highest  sense  iniquitous,  cruel,  and  unjust.  It  is  still  more  unhappy, 
if  these  troop«,  instead  of  preserving  the  character  which  British  troops  once  had, 
rfiould  pour  in  additional  insult,  and  be  guilty  of  the  most  brutal  outrage0.  *  *  * 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Nesbitt  is  an  officer  under  your  Excellency's  command.  Of 
tsn»,  therefore,  we  nrtfANn  satisfaction  for  the  insult  committed  by  him.  Wo 
think  it  L*  in  your  power.  We  beg  your  Excellency  that  the  breat  h  now  too  wide 
between  Great  Britain  and  this  Province,  may  not  by  such  brutality  still  be  in- 
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ing  in  tliis  province,  in  support  of  their  liberties  and  constitu- 
tion, is  astonishing.  We  hope  we  shall  soon  have  some  good 
news  from  home,  to  prevent  any  breaking  out,  which  we  begin 
to  fear,  especially  if  the  troops  continue  their  marchings  out. 
It  is  said  that  forty  or  fifty  of  the  troops  were  so  fatigued  by 
their  march,  that  they  could  not  keep  up  with  their  fellow- 
soldiers,  on  their  return.  It  is  also  said  they  are  intending 
to  go  out  again  soon.' 

It  has  been  intimated  to  some  considerable  merchants  in 
England,  that  the  "  ministry  will  be  ready  to  meet  any  con- 
ciliatory measures  that  may  be  proposed  with  respect  to 
America." — It  is  nonsense  to  talk  of  proposing  conciliatory 
measures.  The  Americans  have  no  terms  to  propose,  nor  can 
they  hear  any.  They  only  insist  upon  the  enjoyment  of  their 
inherent  rights,  and  cannot  give  up  a  tittle  of  them,  without 
being  absolute  slaves,  which  they  are  determined  never  to  be, 
so  long  as  they  have  hearts  to  feel,  and  hands  to  fight.' 

Tire  sloop  Charming  Peggy,  Captain  Tilley,  sailed  for  Bris- 
tol. In  this  vessel  was  transmitted  by  the  Honorable  the 
General  Assembly  of  New  York,  an  humble,  firm,  dutiful, 
and  loyal  petition  to  his  Majesty ;  as  also  a  memorial  to  the 
Lords,  and  a  representation  and  remonstrance  to  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  requesting  their  mutual  endeavors  for  a  set- 
tlement of  the  present  disputes  subsisting  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  colonies.* 

creased.    We  assure  you,  sir,  it  always  has  been,  and  still  is,  our  sentiment  and 
prayer,  that  harmony  may  be  restored,  and  that  we  may  not  be  driven  to  the  last 
distress  of  nations : — But  may  it  please  your  Excellency,  we  must  tell  you,  we  are 
determined,  if  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  our  country  towns  must  be  interrupted 
by  soldiers,  in  their  lawful  intercourse  with  the  town  of  Boston,  and  treated  with 
the  most  brutish  ferocity,  we  shall  hereafter  use  a  different  style  from  that  of 
petition  and  complaint.    If  the  grand  bulwarks  of  our  constitution  are  thus  vie> 
lently  torn  away,  and  the  powers  on  earth  prove  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  virtue^ 
liberty,  and  humanity,  we  are  still  happy.    We  can  appeal  to  Him  who  judgeth 
righteously ;  and  to  Him  we  cheerfully  leave  the  event. — Holtt  Journal,  March  30. 

»  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Boston,  dated  April  1st.— Pennsylvania  Journal, 
April  12. 

»  Supplement  to  Holt's  Journal,  March  80.     ■  Pennsylvania  Packet,  April  10. 
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April  3. — This  day  the  committee  at  New  York  received 
a  letter  from  the  general  committee  of  South  Carolina,  in 
which  thev  say  :  "  The  present  struggle  seems  to 
us  most  glorious  and  critical.    Wc  to  our-  8<""b  " 

selves  to  stand  upon  the  very  division  line  between  all  the 
blessings  of  freedom,  and  the  most  abject  vassalage.  The 
very  idea  of  an  earthly  power,  which  shall  bind  the  present 
and  future  millions  of  America,  in  all  cases  whatsoever ;  in  the 
direction  of  which  we  are  to  have  no  more  voice  than  our  oxen, 
and  over  which  we  can  have  no  constitutional  control,  fills 
us  with  horror.  To  hold  not  only  our  liberty  and  property  at 
will,  but  our  lives  also,  as  well  as  the  lives  of  all  our  poster- 
ity! To  be  absolutely  dependent  for  the  air  in  which  we 
breathe,  and  the  water  which  we  drink,  upon  a  set  of  men  at 
the  distance  ;  who,  even  when  they  abuse  that  power,  are  out 
of  the  reach  of  our  vengeance,  is  a  proposal  which  this  colony 
hears  with  indignation,  and  can  only  submit  to  when  there  is 
no  possible  remedy.  By  the  late  detestable  acts  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  respecting  America,  all  mankind  will  judge 
whether  that  body  may  be  safely  entrusted  with  such  a  power. 

have  now  appealed  to  the  remaining  justice  of  the  nation ; 
we  have  endeavored  to  arouse  them  to  a  sense  of  their  own 
dangers;  we  have  appealed  to  their  mercantile  interests  for 
our  defence.  Our  hopes  of  success  are  not  yet  damped  by 
*ny  tiling  but  the  possibility  of  disunion  among  ourselves. 
We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  in  this  colony,  the 
aviation  takes  place  as  effectually  as  law  itself.  Sundry 
vessels  from  England  have  been  already  obliged  to  return 
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with  tlieir  merchandise,  or  have  thrown  it  overboard  as  com- 
mon ballast.1 

"  We  may  assure  you  of  our  fixed  determination  to  adhere 
to  the  resolutions  at  all  hazards,  and  that  ministerial  opposi- 
tion is  here  obliged  to  be  silent ;  we  wish  for  the  day  when  it 
shall  be  silenced  among  you  likewise.  And  whatever  noise  is 
made  by  the  friends  of  arbitrary  rule,  about  the  design  of 
those  proceedings  in  your  House  of  Assembly,  we  cannot,  and 
will  not  believe  that  you  intend  to  desert  the  cause.  We  feel 
ourselves  bound  to  you  by  the  closest  ties  of  interest  and  affec- 
tion. We  consider  this  season  as  big  with  American  glory,  or 
with  American  infamy,  and,  therefore,  most  ardently  wish 
you  the  direction  and  aid  of  that  Almighty  Being,  who  pre- 
sides over  all. 

"  We  confidently  expect  to  meet  you  in  General  Congress 
at  Philadelphia,  with  hearts  full  of  zeal  in  our  country's  cause, 
and  full  of  mutual  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  each  other." 

April  4. — A  letter  from  London  says,  that  "despatches 
have  been  sent  from  here  by  a  sloop-of-war  to  General  Gage, 
containing,  among  other  things,  a  roval  procla- 
mation,  declaring  the  inhabitants  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  and  some  others  in  the  different  colonies,  actual 
rebels,  with  a  blank  commission  to  try  and  execute  such  of 
them  as  he  can  get  hold  of.  With  this  is  sent  a  list  of  names 
to  be  inserted  in  the  commission,  as  he  may  judge  expedient. 
Messns.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
and  John  Hancock,  of  Massachusetts  Bay ;  John  Dickinson, 
of  Philadelphia ;  Peyton  Randolph,  of  Virginia ;  and  Henry 
Middleton,  of  South  Carolina,  are  particularly  named,  with 
several  others.    This  black  list  the  General  will  no  doubt 

1  Lately  arrived  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  Captain  William  Carter,  of  the  snow- 
Lively,  from  Falmouth  and  Teneriffe,  having  imported  two  tons  of  potatoes,  which 
fell  under  the  last  clause  of  the  tenth  article  of  the  Continental  Association. 
Rather  than  endanger  the  health  of  his  people  by  carrying  them  back,  he  choso 
to  throw  them  overboard  into  the  river,  which  he  did  in  presence  of  tho  Com- 
mittee of  Observation. — Pennsylvania  Packet,  April  8. 

'  This  letter  was  signed  by  Charles  Pinckney  as  chairman  and  published  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  April  10. 
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keep  to  himself,  and  unfold  it  gradually  as  he  finds  it  con- 
venient.'  Every  mark  of  power  is  preparing  to  be  shown  to 
the  Americans.  Three  general  officers  are  appointed  to  go 
with  the  next  troops.  They  are  Generals  Burgoyne,  Clinton, 
and  Howe.  A  considerable  number  of  men  are  drafted  from 
the  three  regiments  of  guards,  and  ordered  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  embark  for  America  immediately.  Four  regi- 
ments from  Ireland,  one  of  them  light  dragoons,  are  under 
sailing  orders  for  Boston,  with  several  capital  ships  of  war, 
and  six  cutters,  to  obstruct  the  American  trade,  and  prevent 
all  European  goods  from  going  there,  particularly  amis  and 
ammunition. — Oh,  poor  America ! " 1 

April  7. — Last  Tuesday,  Governor  Martin  met  the  As- 
sembly of  North  Carolina,  at  Newbern,  and  addressed  them 
in  a  high-flying,  abusive,  anti-American  speech, 
in  which  he  spoke  hard  things  of  all  the  colonies, 
congresses,  committees,  and  people  on  this  continent,  except 
those  of  his  own  stamp,  and  begged  of  his  assembly  not  to 
ajjprove  of  sending  delegates  to  the  Congress  in  May.  To 
this  the  Assembly  returned  a  truly  noble  answer,  and  to-day 
they  have  passed  the  following  resolution  :  "  That  the  House 
do  highly  approve  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress lately  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  are  deter- 
mined, as  members  of  the  community  in  general,  that  they 
will  strictly  adhere  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  will  use  the 
influence  they  have  to  induce  the  same  observance  by  every 
individual  of  this  colony.'" 

April  11. — This  morning  a  very  respectable  number  of 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Westchester,4 
assembled  at  the  AYliite  Plains,  agreeable  to  no-  Mt.otinc  ftt  whit« 
tice  given,  that  their  sentiments  might  be  known  P]HinBm 
concerning  the  choice  of  a  committee,  to  meet  other  commit- 
tees in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
delegates  to  the  next  Continental  Congress. 

'  Pennsylvania  Packet,  April  It.  ■  Holt's  Journal,  April  13. 

1  Holt'a  Journal,  April  27.  «  New  York. 


Digitized  by  Google 


62  DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION.  [1775. 

The  friends  to  order  and  government  met  at  the  house  of 
Captain  Hatfield.  Those  who  were  for  a  committee,  put  up 
at  another  public  house  in  the  town.  About  twelve  o'clock, 
word  was  brought  to  the  gentlemen  at  Captain  Hatfield's,  that 
the  opposite  party  had  already  entered  upon  the  business  of 
the  day ;  upon  which  they  immediately  walked  down  to  the 
court-house,  although  not  half  of  their  friends  who  were  ex- 
pected had  yet  appeared ;  where  they  found  the  other  com- 
pany collected  in  a  body.  The  numbers  on  each  side  seemed 
to  be  nearly  equal,  and  both  together  might  amount  to  two 
hundred,  or,  at  most,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  friends 
to  government  then  declared,  that  as  they  liad  been  unlaw- 
fully called  together,  and  for  an  unlawful  purpose,  they  did 
not  intend  to  contest  the  matter  with  them  by  a  poll,  which 
would  be  tacitly  acknowledging  the  authority  that  had  sum- 
moned them,  but  that  they  came  only  with  a  design  to  protest 
against  all  such  disorderly  proceedings,  and  to  show  their 
detestation  of  all  unlawful  committees  and  congresses.  They 
then  declared  their  determined  resolution  to  continue  steadfast 
in  their  allegiance  to  their  gracious  and  merciful  sovereign, 
King  George  the  Third  ;  to  submit  to  lawful  authority,  and  to 
abide  by  and  support  the  only  true  representatives  of  the 
people  of  the  colony,  the  General  Assembly.  Then  giving 
three  huzzas,  they  returned  to  Captain  Hatfield's,  singing,  as 
they  went,  with  a  loyal  enthusiasm,  the  grand  and  animating 
song  of 

"God  save  great  George  our  King, 
Long  live  our  uoblc  King,"  kc 

At  their  return,  finding  that  many  of  their  friends  had  arrived 
during  their  absence,  and  that  many  still  kept  coming  in,  they 
proceeded  to  draw  up,  and  sign  a  declaration,  which  they 

1  The  following  is  the  declaration :— "  We,  the  subscriber*,  freeholder*  and 
inhabitant*  of  the  county  of  Westchester,  having  assembled  at  the  White  Plains, 
in  consequence  of  certain  advertisements,  do  now  declare  that  we  met  here  to 
express  our  honest  abhorrence  of  all  unlawful  congresses  and  committees,  and 
that  we  ore  determined,  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives  and  properties,  to  support  the 
King  and  Constitution,  and  that  we  acknowledge  no  representatives  but  the  Gen* 
eral  Assembly,  to  whose  wisdom  and  integrity  we  submit  the  guardianship  of  our 
rights,  liberties,  and  privileges."— This  was  signed  by  a  large  body  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Westchester  county.    See  Rivington  April  20— May  15. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1775.]  BATTLE  OF  LEXINGTON.  63 

seemed  to  do  with  as  much  patriotic  zeal  as  ever  warmed  the 
hearts  of  true  and  faithful  subjects.' 

April  12. — This  afternoon  John  Sullivan  and  John  Lang- 
don,  Esqs.,  delegates  for  the  province  of  New  Hampshire, 
arrived  at  New  York.  They  are  on  their  way  to  the  grand 
Continental  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  tenth 
of  next  month.  At  the  same  time,  the  Kingfisher  sloop-of-war 
weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  to  the  North  River,  in  order  to 
protect  two  transports,  which  lately  arrived  from  Boston,  to 
take  in  necessaries  for  carrying  on  the  siege  of  that  place.1 

April  18. — The  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  companies 
are  all  drafted  from  the  several  regiments  in  Boston,  and 
put  under  the  command  of  an  officer.  Most  of  the  trans- 
ports and  other  boats  are  put  together,  and  fitted  up  for 
immediate  service.  TVe  suspect  that  some  formidable  expe- 
dition is  intended  by  the  soldiery  ;  bnt  what  or  where  we 
cannot  determine.  The  town  watches  in  Boston,  Charlestown, 
Cambridge,  and  other  towns,  are  all  ordered  to  look  well  to 
the  landing  places.' 

April  19. — About  ten  o'clock  last  night,  the  troops  in 
Boston  were  discovered  to  be  in  motion  in  a  very  secret  man- 
ner, and  it  was  found  they  were  embarking  in  j^ttSe 
boats  which  they  had  privately  brought  to  the  *fL"in*ton- 
place  in  the  evening  at  the  lower  end  of  the  common.  Ex- 
presses set  off  immediately  to  alarm  the  country,  that  they 
might  be  on  their  guard.  When  they  were  passing  about  a 
mile  beyond  Lexington,  they  were  stopped  by  a  party  of 
officers  who  came  out  of  Boston  in  the  afternoon  of  that  da>\ 

U  r 

and  were  seen  lurking  in  bye-places  in  the  country  until  after 
dark.  One  of  the  expresses  immediately  fled,  and  was 
pnrsued  a  long  distance  by  an  officer,  who,  when  he  had  over- 
taken him,  presented  a  pistol  and  cried  out,  "  You're  a  dead 
man  if  you  don't  stop !  "  but  he  kept  on  until  he  gained  a 

1  Rirington't  Gaaette,  April  20.  •  Holt'f  Journal,  April  13. 

'  Peaneyhrania  Journal,  May  24. 
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house,  when,  stopping  suddenly,  he  was  thrown  from  his  horse ; 
and  having  the  presence  of  mind  to  call  out  to  the  people  of 
the  house,  u  Turn  out !  turn  out !  I've  got  one  of  them  ! "  the 
officer  immediately  retreated  as  fast  as  he  had  pursued.  The 
other  express,'  after  undergoing  a  strict  examination,  was 
allowed  to  depart. 

The  body  of  the  troops,  in  the  mean  time,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  had  crossed  the  river  and 
landed  at  Phipps'  farm.  They  proceeded  with  great  silence 
to  Lexington,  six  miles  below  Concord.  A  company  of  militia, 
numbering  about  eighty  men,  had  mustered  near  the  meeting- 
house. Just  before  sunrise  the  king's  troops  came  in  sight, 
when  the  militia  began  to  disperse.  The  troops  then  set  out 
upon  the  road,  hallooing  and  huzzaing,  and  coming  within  a 
few  rods  of  them,  the  commanding  officer  cried  out  in  words 
to  this  effect,  "  Disperse,  you  damned  rebels  !  damn  you,  dis- 
perse ! "  upon  which  the  troops  again  huzzaed,  and  at  the 
same  time  one  or  two  officers  discharged  their  pistols,  which 
were  instantaneously  followed  by  the  firing  of  four  or  five  of 
the  soldiers,  and  then  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  discharge 
from  the  whole.  It  is  to  be  noticed,  they  fired  upon  the 
militia  as  they  were  dispersing  agreeably  to  their  command, 
and  that  they  did  not  even  return  the  fire.  Eight  of  our  men 
were  killed,  and  nine  wounded.  The  troops  then  laughed, 
and  damned  the  Yankees,  and  said  they  could  not  bear  the 
smell  of  gunpowder. 

Soon  after  this  action,  the  troops  renewed  their  march  to 
Concord,  where  they  divided  into  parties,  and  went  directly 
to  the  several  places  where  the  province  stores  were  deposited. 
Each  party  was  supposed  to  have  a  Tory  pilot.1    One  body 

1  Paul  Revere. 

1  "  A  young  man,  unarmed,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  at  Lexing- 
ton, and  made  to  assist  in  carrying  off  their  wounded,  says,  he  saw  a  barber  who 
lives  in  Boston,  thought  to  be  one  Warden,  with  the  troops,  and  that  he  heard 
them  say  he  was  one  of  their  pilots.  He  likewise  saw  said  barber  fire  twice  upon 
our  people,  and  heard  Earl  Percy  order  the  troops  to  fire  the  houses.  lie  also 
s  iys  that  several  British  officers  were  among  the  wounded,  who  were  carried  into 
Boston,  where  our  informant  was  dismissed.  They  took  two  of  our  men  prison- 
ers, and  they  are  now  confined  in  the  barracks."— Mawachimttt  Spy,  May  3. 
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went  into  the  jail  yard,  and  spiked  and  otherwise  damaged 
the  cannon  belonging  to  the  province,  and  broke  and  set  tire 
to  the  carriages.  Thev  then  entered  a  store  and  rolled  out 
about  a  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  which  they  unheaded,  and 
emptied  about  forty  into  the  river.1  Some  took  possession  of 
the  town-house,  which  was  soon  after  discovered  to  be  on  fire, 
but  which  was  extinguished  without  much  damage.  Another 
party  took  possession  of  the  North  Bridge.  About  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  of  the  militia,  who  had  mustered  upon  the 
alarm,  coming  towards  the  bridge,  were  fired  upon  by  the 
troops,  and  two  were  killed  upon  the  spot.  Thus  did  the 
troops  of  Britain's  king  fire  first  at  two  several  times  upon 
liis  loyal  American  subjects,  and  put  a  period  to  ten  lives 
before  one  gun  was  fired  upon  them !  Our  people  then 
returned  the  fire,  and  obliged  the  troops  to  retreat,  who  were 
soon  joined  by  their  other  parties,  but  finding  they  were  still 
pursued,  the  whole  body  moved  back  to  Lexington,  both 
troops  and  militia  firing  as  they  went. 

During  this  time  an  express  was  sent  to  General  Gage, 
who  despatched  a  reinforcement  under  the  command  of  Earl 
Percy,  with  two  field-pieces.  Upon  the  arrival  of  this  rein- 
forcement at  Lexington,  just  as  the  retreating  party  had 
reached  there,  they  made  a  stand,  picking  up  their  dead,  took 
all  the  carriages  they  could  find,  and  put  their  wounded 
thereon.  Others  of  them — to  their  eternal  disgrace  be  it 
spoken — were  robbing  and  setting  houses  on  fire,  and  dis- 
charging their  cannon  at  the  meeting-house. 

1  "  The  shrewd  and  successful  address  of  Capt.  Timothy  Wheeler,  on  this  oc. 
canon,  deserves  notice.  He  had  the  charge  of  a  large  quantity  of  provincial 
flour,  which,  together  with  some  casks  of  his  own,  was  stored  in  his  barn.  A 
British  officer  demanding  entrance,  he  readily  took  his  key  and  gave  him  admis- 
tion.  The  officer  expressed  his  pleasure  at  the  discovery,  but  Capt.  Wheeler, 
with  much  affected  simplicity,  said  to  him,  putting  his  hand  on  a  barrel,  'This  is 
my  flour.  I  am  a  miller,  sir ;  yonder  stands  my  mill ;  I  get  my  living  by  it.  In 
the  winter  I  grind  a  great  deal  of  grain,  and  get  it  ready  for  market  in  the  spring. 
This,1  pointing  to  one  barrel,  '  is  the  flour  of  wheat ;  this,'  pointing  to  another,  '  \s 
the  flour  of  corn ;  this  is  the  flour  of  rye ;  this/  putting  his  hand  on  his  own 
caak>,  'is  my  flour;  this  is  my  wheat;  this  is  my  rye;  this  is  mine.1  '  Well,1  said 
the  officer,  4  we  do  not  injure  private  property  ; '  and  withdrew,  leaving  this  im- 
portant discovery  untouched."— Holmea*  AnnalM. 
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While  this  was  transacting  a  party  of  the  militia  at  Myo- 
tomy,' attacked  a  party  of  twelve  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
carrying  stores  and  provisions,  killed  one  of  them  and  took 
possession  of  their  arms  and  stores,  without  any  loss. 

The  troops  having  halted  about  an  hour  at  Lexington, 
found  it  necessary  to  make  a  second  retreat,  carryinsr  with 
them  many  of  their  dead  and  wounded.  This  they  continued 
from  Lexington  to  Charlestown,  with  great  precipitation,  the 
militia  closely  following  them,  firing  till  they  reached  Charles- 
town  Neck,  where  they  arrived  a  little  after  sunset.'  Passing 

1  This  party  was  led  by  the  Rev.  Phillips  Parson,  D.  D.,*  to  whom  the  follow- 
ing extract  refer*:— "The  Rev.  Mr.  Payson,  of  Chelsea,  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  a 
mild,  thoughtful,  sensible  man,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  his  own  parish,  attacked 
a  party  of  the  regulars,  killed  some  and  took  the  rest  prisoners.  This  gentleman 
has  been  hitherto  on  the  side  of  government,  but  oppression  having  got  to  that 
pitch  beyond  which  even  a  wise  man  cannot  bear,  he  has  taken  up  arms  in  de- 
fence of  those  rights,  civil  and  religious,  which  cost  their  forefathers  so  dearly. 
The  cruelty  of  the  King's  troops,  in  some  instances,  I  wish  to  disbelieve.  They 
entered  one  house  in  Lexington  where  were  two  old  men,  one  a  deacon  of  the 
church,  who  was  bed-ridden,  and  another  not  able  to  walk,  who  was  sitting  in 
his  chair;  both  these  they  stabbed  and  killed  on  the  8|>ot,  as  well  as  an  innooent 
child  running  out  of  the  house." — Penntyleania  Journal,  August  2. 

*  "  In  this  action  the  regulars  have  lost  in  all,  sixty-five  killed,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  wounded,  and  twenty-eight  made  prisoners.  Of  the  provincials,  fifty  have 
been  killed,  thirty-four  wounded,  and  four  are  missing.  The  following  officers  and 
gentlemen  are  of  the  number: — Justice  Isaac  Gardner,  of  Brookline ;  Capt.  Isaac 
Davis,  of  Acton  ;  Captain  Jonathan  Wilson,  of  Bedford  ;  Lieut.  John  Brown,  and 
Sorgt.  Elisha  Mills,  of  Xccdham  ;  and  Deacon  Josiah  Haynes,  of  Sudbury,  killed  ; 
Capt.  Eleazer  Kingsbury,  of  Xeedham ;  Captain  Samuel  Williams,  of  Cambridge; 
Captains  Charles  Mills,  Nathaniel  Barrett,  and  George  Minot,  of  Concord;  Capt. 
Oliver  Barnes,  and  Deacon  Aaron  Chamberlain,  of  Chelmsford,  wounded. 

"Captains  John  Ford  and  Oliver  Barrow,  and  Deacon  Davis,  all  of  Chelmsford, 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  course  of  the  day.  It  can  be  fully  proved  that 
Captain  Ford  killed  five  regulars.  James  Howard,  a  private  in  the  Acton  com- 
pany, and  a  regular,  coming  out  of  a  house,  caught  sight  of  each  other,  and  dis- 
charged their  pieces  at  the  Bame  instant ;  both  shots  taking  effect,  the  last 
dropped  down  dead,  and  the  first  expired  a  few  hours  after.  A  big  boy  joined  in 
the  chase  of  the  retreating  troops  and  was  very  expert  in  firing  at  tbem  ;  at  length 
a  ball  from  the  enemy  grazed  his  head,  and  produced  a  flesh  wound ;  he  soon  re- 
covered the  shock,  bound  up  his  head  with  a  handkerchief,  and  renewed  his  pur- 
suit."— Gordon'*  American  devolution,  vol.  i.,  p.  826. 

•  Dr.  r«v»on  was  bora  at  Walpote,  Massachusetts,  on  the  1«th  of  January,  17*A  He  prrad- 
uated  at  Harvard  College  In  17M,  and  Nis  the  time  of  hln  ordination  (three  rears  after)  until 
bis  death,  he  was  constantly  and  scalously  enpwed  in  the  service  of  the  church.  During  the 
BevoluUon,  he  boldly  advocated  the  cause  of  the  Colonists.    Ho  died  January  11,  1S01. 
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over  the  Neck  the  enemy  proceeded  up  Bunker  Hill  and 
encamped  fur  the  night.1 

April  20. — One  Mansfield,  a  breeches  maker  in  Boston, 
who  went  out  with  the  troops  yesterday,  was  in  the  skirmish 
fired  at  by  the  regulars  through  mistake — they  taking  hi  in  to 
be  one  of  the  provincials.  The  ball  entered  his  neck  and  came 
out  of  his  mouth.  Wretches  like  him  often  meet  their  just 
reward. 

Some  officers  in  the  king's  army,  it  is  said,  have  sworn  that 
the  Americans  fired  first.  Their  method  of  cheating  the 
devil,  we  arc  told,  has  been  by  some  means  brought  about. 
They  procured  three  or  four  traitors  to  their  God  and  country, 
born  among  us,  and  took  with  them ;  and  they  first  fired  upon 
their  countrymen,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  the 
regulars.  It  is  said  also  that  these  wretches  were  dressed  in 
soldier's  clothing. 

Yesterday,  when  the  second  brigade,  under  Earl  Percy, 
inarched  out  of  Boston,  to  reinforce  the  first,  nothing  was 
played  by  the  fifes  and  drums  but  Yankee  Doodle,  (which  had 
become  their  favorite  tune  ever  since  that  notable  exploit, 
which  did  so  much  honor  to  the  troops  of  Britain's  king,  of  tar- 
ring and  feathering  a  poor  countryman  in  Boston,  and  parad- 
ing with  him  through  the  principal  streets,  under  arms,  with 
their  bayonets  fixed.)  Uj>on  their  return  to  Boston,  one  asked 
his  brother  officer  how  he  liked  the  tune  now.  "D — n  them !  " 
ret nmed  he — "  they  made  us  dance  it  till  wo  were  tired ! " 
Since  which  Yankee  Doodle  sounds  less  sweet  in  their  ears.' 

A  deserter  from  Boston  says  that  Gen.  Gage  has  written 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  May  24:— "The  British  officers  and  soldiers  have 
done  ample  justice  to  the  bravery  and  conduct  of  the  Massachusetts  militia — they 
*»v  that  no  troopti  ever  behaved  with  more  resolution.  A  soldier  who  had  been 
m  the  action,  being  congratulated  by  a  fellow-soldier  on  his  safe  return  to  Boston, 
<kcUred,  'That  the  militia  had  fought  like  bears,  and  that  he  would  as  soon 
*netnpt  to  storm  hell,  as  to  fight  against  them  a  second  time.1 " — Ptnn*ylvania 
P«iet,  May  1. 

'  Pennsylvania  Journal,  May  24. 
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home  since  the  battle  of  Lexington,  that  the  Americans  load 
their  rifle-barrel  guns  with  a  ball  slit  almost  in  four  quarters, 
which  when  firing  out  of  those  weapons,  breaks  into  four 
pieces  and  generally  does  great  execution.1 

The  first  stand  made  by  the  country  in  the  late  engage- 
ment was  with  only  two  hundred  men  at  Concord  Bridge, 
Battle       which  the  soldiers  were  endeavoring  to  pull  up. 

of  Lexington.     r^Q  ^fc^  gftVe  t]1(J  fi^  fl^  ftn(J  \^\\\e^  three 

or  four.  It  was  returned  with  vigor  by  the  country  people, 
and  the  regulars  began  soon  to  retire.  The  country'  people  im- 
mediately lined  the  roads,  which  are  secured  with  stone  walls, 
and  their  numbers  hourly  increasing,  they  annoyed  the  regu- 
lars exceedingly,  allowing  them  to  halt  but  two  or  three 
times,  and  then  in  open  plains  for  a  few  minutes. 

A  considerable  body  of  provincials  formed  an  ambuscade 
near  Cambridge  for  the  troops  on  their  return  ;  but  the  bridge 
having  been  destroyed  by  the  first  brigade  in  their  march  out, 
the  troops  took  their  route  through  Charlestown,  and  by  that 
means  avoided  a  total  overthrow.  The  number  of  the  regulars 
when  the  two  brigades  joined,  is  said  to  have  been  at  least 
eighteen  hundred.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  were  attacked 
by  more  than  six  hundred  provincials  until  they  got  near  to 
Charlestown,  when  a  very  strong  reinforcement  from  the  towns 
of  Marblchead  and  Salem  fell  in  with  them,  and  gave  them 
two  severe  fires.  This  quickened  their  pace  to  Bunker  Hill, 
where  they  took  refuge,  formed  in  order,  and  remained  until 
reinforced  by  the  third  brigade  sent  over  from  Boston  to  se- 
cure their  retreat.    This  was  effected  without  further  loss. 

A  gentleman,  who  mixed  with  the  soldiers  at  Charlestown 
ferry,  says  he  saw  at  least  two  officers  and  soldiers  brought 
over  wounded  in  an  hour.  It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  as- 
certain the  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  either  side. 
A  young  gentleman  who  was  within  twelve  miles  of  the  field 
of  battle  informs  us  that  the  country  had  buried  one  hundred 
and  ninety  soldiers,  and  it  is  supposed  a  great  number  must 
have  been  carried  off  and  burnt  on  Bunker  Hill  by  their  com- 

1  MSS.  letter  from  Hunnewell  to  Gould. 
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rades.  General  Haldiman  and  Lord  Percy  are  both  returned 
safe,  having  been  enclosed  on  all  sides  by  their  soldiers,  dur- 
ing the  retreat.  Mr.  Paul  Revere,  who  left  Boston  to  acquaint 
Messrs.  Hancock  and  Adams  of  the  design  against  them,  was 
taken  prisoner,  but  got  clear  again  by  a  stratagem.  Colonel 
Murray's  son,1  who  conducted  the  first  brigade  to  Concord,  is  a 
prisoner,  and  not  killed  as  reported.  Upon  the  whole,  Lord 
North's  troops  have  had  a  severe  drubbing ;  and  when  we  con- 
sider the  disparity  of  numbers  and  discipline,  and  the  sudden 
and  unexpected  attack  against  the  country,  we  have  reason  to  ac- 
knowledge the  interposition  of  Heaven  on  that  memorable  day." 

Yesterday  the  ship  Samson  arrived  at  New  York  from 
England.  Accounts  by  this  Yessel  mention  that  the  forces 
destined  for,  and  on  their  way  to  America,  are  eleven  regiments 
of  foot,  and  two  of  light  horse,  on  board  ninety-five  transports, 
with  seventeen  men-of-war,  all  victualled  for  twelve  months ; 
other  accounts  reduce  the  forces  and  ships  to  about  half  the 
above  number.  All,  however,  agree,  that  the  design  of  their 
coining  is  to  dragoon  the  British  colonies  into  a  surrender  of  their 
liberty  and  property,  and  to  destroy  the  English  constitution : 
—TJtey  who  refuse  tojiqhtfor  their  liberty  deserve  to  be  slaves. 

A  letter  from  London  received  by  the  captain  of  the  Sam- 
son says,  "  The  friends  of  America,  on  the  arrival  of  the  packet, 
were  much  alarmed  at  a  report  that  New  York 

*  The  Fishery  Bill. 

was  disaffected  to  the  common  cause,  and  had 
determined  to  break  the  resolves  of  the  Congress,  especially 
that  of  non-importation.    However,  we  had  the  pleasure,  from 
the  best  accounts,  to  find  it  otherwise.    I  have  now  to  inform 
you  that  notwithstanding  all  we  could  do,  the  Fishery  Bill* 

1  Samuel  Murray,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1772,  proscribed  in  1778, 
wd  died  in  1785. 

'  Pennsylvania  Packet,  May  1. 

'  "Tot  Blacx  Act."— A  bill  to  restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Pro*. 
i°<*e  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Hampshire ;  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plantation,  in  North  America,  to  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  British  Islands  in  the  West  Indies;  and  to  prohibit  such  prov- 
ince* and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fishery  on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland, 
or  other  places  therein  mentioned,  under  certain  conditions,  and  for  a  time  to  be 
fomted.-tfoa'*  Journal,  April  20. 
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was  yesterday  (March  1)  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  the 
House  of  Commons,  whereby  a  stop  is  to  be  put  to  all  the 
fisheries  on  the  first  of  July,  except  the  whale  fishery,  which 
is  to  be  continued  until  the  first  of  November.  Every  impar- 
tial man  must  in  his  heart  condemn  a  bill  so  replete  with  in- 
humanity and  cruelty.  It  will  be  an  everlasting  stain  on  the 
annals  of  our  pious  sovereign,  who,  from  the  best  accounts,  is 
the  grand  promoter  of  these  proceedings.  We  hope  the  firm- 
ness of  your  countrymen  will  evince  to  all  the  world,  your  just 
sense  of  measures  so  unjust ;  and  will,  in  due  season,  retort 
them  with  vengeance  on  the  guilty  heads  of  the  enemies  of 
the  British  empire.1 

April  23. — A  writer  in  Wethersfield,  in  a  letter  to  New 
York,  says :  "  The  eyes  of  America  are  on  New  York.  The 
wethersfield  to  ministry  have  certainly  been  promised  by  some  of 
New  \ork.  vour  iea(jing  men?  tnat  vour  province  would  de- 
sert us  ;  but  you  will  be  able  to  form  a  better  judgment  when 
you  see  how  this  intelligence  is  relished.  Take  care  of  your- 
selves !  "We  have  more  than  men  enough  to  block  up  the 
enemy  at  Boston  ;  and  if  we  are  like  to  fall  by  treachery,  by 
heaven,  we  will  not  fall  imavenged  on  the  traitors.  If  balls, 
or  swords,  will  reach  them,  they  shall  fall  with  us.  It  is  no 
time  now  to  dally  or  be  merely  neutral.  lie  that  is  not  for 
us  is  against  us,  and  ought  to  feel  the  first  of  our  resentment. 
You  must  now  declare,  most  explicitly,  one  way  or  the  other, 
that  we  may  know  whether  we  are  to  go  to  Boston  or  New 
York.  If  you  desert,  our  men  will  as  cheerfully  attack  New 
York  as  Boston,  for  we  can  but  perish,  and  that  we  are  deter- 
mined upon,  or  be  free.    I  have  nothing  to  add."  * 

April  24. — The  communication  between  Boston  and  the 
country  is  entirely  stopped  up,  and  not  a  soul  permitted  to  go 
in  or  out  without  a  pass.  This  day  the  Governor  has  disarmed 
all  the  inhabitants,  after  giving  them  his  word  and  honor  that 
the  soldiers  should  not  molest  nor  plunder  them.  Cambridge 

1  Holt's  Journal,  April  20.  •  Holt's  Journal,  April  27. 
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is  the  head-quarters  of  the  provincials,  and  they  are  command- 
ed by  General  Putnam.  They  are  entrenching  themselves  at 
Roxbury,  and  erecting  batteries  to  play  on  the  lines.1 

The  following  anecdote,  we  are  assured,  is  authentic.  It 
was  communicated  by  a  gentleman  from  the  neighborhood  of 
Boston : — An  American  soldier  who  had  received  a  wound  in 
his  breast,  in  pursuing  General  Gage's  troops  on  the  nineteenth 
of  April,  supported  his  body  against  a  tree,  when  a  brother 
soldier  came  up  to  hiin  and  offered  him  his  assistance.  44  I  am 
beyond  your  assistance,  (said  the  wounded  man,)  pursue  the 
enemy."    With  these  words  on  his  lips,  befell  back  and  died.' 

A  gentleman  who  travelled  lately  through  Connecticut, 
informs  us  that  he  met  with  an  old  gentlewoman  who  told 
him  that  she  had  fitted  out  and  sent  five  sons  and  eleven 
grandsons  to  Boston,  when  she  heard  of  the  engagement  be- 
tween the  provincials  and  regulars.  Hie  gentleman  asked 
her  if  she  did  not  shed  a  tear  at  parting  with  them  ?  "  No," 
said  she,  44  I  never  parted  with  them  with  more  pleasure." 
44  But  suppose,"  said  the  gentleman,  44  they  had  all  been  killed." 
44  I  had  rather  (said  the  noble  matron)  this  had  been  the  case, 
than  that  one  of  them  had  come  back  a  coward." 1 

April  29. — The  following  association  was  set  on  foot  in 
New  York  to-day,  and  signed  by  above  one  thonsand  of  the 
principal  inhabitants.  It  is  to  be  transmitted  through  all  the 
counties  in  the  province,  where,  we  make  no  doubt,  it  will  be 
signed  by  all  ranks  o1'  people : 

44  Persuaded  that  the  salvation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
America,  depends,  under  God,  on  the  firm  union  of  its  in- 
habitants, in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  New  York 
measures  necessary  for  its  safety,  and  convinced  AMOC,»Uon- 
of  the  necessity  of  preventing  the  anarchy  and  confusion  which 
attend  a  dissolution  of  the  powers  of  government ;  we,  the 
freemen,  freeholders,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Boston,  in  the  New  York  Gazette,  May  1. 
'  Pennsylvania  Packet,  June  12.  1  Virginia  Gazette,  June  24. 
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of  New  York,  being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  avowed  design  of 
the  ministrY  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America,  and  shocked  bv  the 
bloody  scene  now  acting  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  do,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  resolve  never  to  become  slaves  ;  and  do 
associate  under  all  the  ties  of  religion,  honor,  and  love  to  our 
country,  to  adopt  and  endeavor  to  carry  into  execution,  what- 
ever measures  may  be  recommended  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, or  resolved  upon  by  our  provincial  convention,  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  our  constitution  and  opposing  the  exe- 
cution of  several  arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament,  until  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  on  constitutional  principles,  (which  we  most  ardently 
desire,)  can  be  obtained  ;  and  that  we  will,  in  all  things,  follow 
the  advice  of  our  general  committee,  respecting  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order,  and  the 
safety  of  individuals  and  private  property. "  1 

May  1. — It  is  said  that  several  letters  written  bv  General 
Gage  were  intercepted  last  week  on  their  way  to  New  York  ; 

congress  which  contain  matters  of  a  very  serious  and 
to  bo  Seized  alarming  nature.  It  is  expected  the  public  will 
soon  be  made  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  General's 
letters,  which  are  now  in  possession  of  the  patriots  of  New 
York.  Some  believe  that  the  Congress  are  to  be  seized,  and 
sent  to  England,  and  this  belief  is  strengthened  by  letters  from 
London.  It  therefore  becomes  the  duty  of  every  man  to  pre- 
pare for  such  a  ministerial  attempt,  and  to  be  ready,  at  an 
hour's  notice,  to  defend  the  Congress. 

On  Saturday  last  a  meeting  of  the  military  associators 
was  held  in  Philadelphia,  when  it  was  determined  that  each 
Aworuuons  in  ward  should  be  formed  into  one  or  more  com- 
Phiiadciphi*.  panje8 .  tjie  0fticerg  to  be  chosen  in  the  respect- 
ive wards.  Two  troops  of  light-horse  are  now  raising  there. 
Two  companies  of  expert  riflemen,  and  two  companies  of 
artillerymen  are  forming.    They  have  six  pieces  of  brass  ar- 


•  RiTington'g  Gazetteer,  May  4. 
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tillen'  and  several  light  iron  ones.  Their  provincial  arms, 
powder,  and  equipments,  are  all  secured.  Three  provincial 
magazines  are  forming.  In  short,  Mam  has  established  his 
empire  in  that  city  ;  and  it  is  not  doubted  but  they  will  have 
in  a  few  weeks  from  this  date,  four  thousand  men  well  equipped 
for  their  own  defence,  or  for  the  assistance  of  their  neighbors. 

Several  gentlemen  who  measured  the  ground  on  which  the 
people  stood  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  their  number  amounted  to  eight  thousand.1 

May  2. — A  correspondent  at  Paris,  says : — "  I  find  the 
French  are  extremely  attentive  to  our  American  politics,  and 
to  a  man,  strongly  in  favor  of  us.  Whether  mostly  from  ill- 
will  to  Britain,  or  friendship  to  the  colonies,  may  be  matter  of 
doubt ;  but  they  profess  it  to  be  upon  a  principle  of  humanity, 
and  a  regard  to  the  natural  rights  of  mankind.  They  say  that 
the  Americans  will  be  either  revered  or  detested  by  all  Europe, 
according  to  their  conduct  at  the  approaching  crisis.  They 
will  have  no  middle  character ;  for  in  proportion  as  their  vir- 
tue and  perseverance  will  render  them  a  glorious,  their  tame 
submission  will  make  them  a  despicable  people."  * 

May  4. — Tns  post  having  been  interrupted,  the  postmaster, 
who  has  hitherto  without  legal  authority  been  appointed  from 
home,  and  as  a  conveniency,  permitted  here  un- 
questioned, has  discharged  the  riders,  the  expense  °"  ^ 
of  which  he  lias  no  longer  a  fund  to  support.  An  office  for 
this  necessary  business  will  doubtless  be  put  under  proper 
regulations  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and  no  more  be 
permitted  to  return  to  the  rapacious  hands  of  unauthorized  in- 
truders ;  since  it  would  be  the  most  contemptible  pusillanim- 
ity to  suffer  a  revenue  to  be  raised  from  our  property,  to 
defray  the  expense  of  cutting  our  throats.  It  is  said,  Mr. 
William  Goddard,  who  has  been  a  great  sufferer,  with  many 
others,  by  the  mal-practices  of  an  illegal  holder  of  this  office, 
is  now  on  a  journey,  in  order  to  put  the  business  under 
proper  regulations  to  be  laid  before  the  Congress.' 

*  PcnnsyWania  Packet,  May  1.  •  Gaines'  Mercury,  July  10. 

•  Holt'a  Journal,  May  4. 
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Rivington,  in  his  paper  of  this  morning,  offers  the  following 
to  the  public  : — "  As  many  publications  have  appeared  from 
Rivinjrton  my  press  which  have  given  great  offence  to  the 
Apologue*.  coionie6?  and  particularly  to  many  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  I  am  therefore  led  by  a  most  sincere  regard  for  their 
favorable  opinion,  to  declare  to  the  public,  that  nothing  which 
I  have  ever  done,  has  proceeded  from  any  sentiments  in  the 
least  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of  tliis  continent,  but  altogether 
from  the  ideas  I  entertained  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  of 
my  duty  as  a  printer.  I  am  led  to  make  this  free  and  public 
declaration  to  my  fellow-citizens,  which  I  hope  they  will  con- 
sider as  a  sufficient  pledge  of  my  resolution  for  the  future  to 
conduct  my  press  upon  such  principles  as  shall  not  give  offence 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  in  general,  and  of  this  city 
in  particular,  to  which  I  am  connected  by  the  tenderest  of  all 
human  ties,  and  in  the  welfare  of  which  I  shall  consider  my 
own  as  inseparably  involved."  1 

May  5. — Tms  evening  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  Captain 
Osborne,  from  London,  in  whom  came  passenger  the  worthy 
Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  agent  for  Massachusetts  government, 
and  the  province  of  Pennsylvania. 

Welcome !  once  more, 
To  these  fair  western  plains — thy  native  shore ; 
Here  live  beloved,  and  leave  the  tools  at  home, 
To  run  their  length,  and  finish  out  their  doom. 
Here  lend  thine  aid  to  quench  their  brutal  firea, 
Or  fan  the  flame  which  Liberty  inspires, 
Or  fix  the  grand  conductor,  that  shall  guide 
The  tempest  back,  and  'lectrify  their  pride. 
Rewarding  Heaven  will  bless  thy  cares  at  last, 
And  future  glories  glorify  the  past. 

Why  staid  apostate  Wedderburn  behind, 

The  scum — the  scorn — the  scoundrel  of  mankind?* 

1  Rivington's  Gazetteer,  May  4. 

'  Referring  to  Wedderburn's  attack  on  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  Privy  Council,  in 
England,  January,  1774. 
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Whose  heart  at  large  to  every  rice  is  known, 
And  every  devil  claims  bim  for  his  own  ; 
Why  came  he  not  to  take  the  large  amount 
Of  all  we  owe  him,  due  on  thine  account? 1 

Mat  6.— This  afternoon,  arrived  at  Xew  York  from  the 
eastward,  on  their  way  for  Philadelphia,  to  attend  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  the  Hon.  John  Hancock  and  Thomas  dish- 
ing, Esqs. ;  Samuel  Adams  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esqs., 
delegates  for  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  ;  and  the  Hon. 
Eliphalet  Dyer,  Roger  Sherman,  Esq.,  and  Silas  Deane,  Esq., 
delegates  for  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  They  were  met  a  few 
miles  out  of  town  by  a  great  number  of  principal  gentlemen  of 
that  place,  in  carriages  and  on  horseback,  and  escorted  into 
the  city  by  near  a  thousand  men  under  anus.  The  roads  were 
lined  with  a  greater  number  of  people  than  were  ever  known 
on  any  occasion  before.  Their  arrival  was  announced  by  the 
ringing  of  bells,  and  other  demonstrations  of  joy.  They  have 
double  sentries  placed  at  the  doors  of  their  lodging.' 

Yesterday  there  was  a  meeting  at  "Williamsburg,  Virginia, 
of  the  committee  and  part  of  the  militia  of  King  William 
county;  when  the  contents  of  the  second  express  from  the 
northward  was  communicated.  It  had  such  an  effect  on  the 
minds  of  the  people,  that  near  two  hundred  pounds  was  im- 
mediately subscribed  for  the  use  of  our  brethren  now  lighting 
in  the  common  cause.  Most  of  the  principal  gentlemen  sub- 
scribed ten  pounds  each,  and  as  not  half  the  country  were 
present,  there  is  no  doubt  it  will  be  nearly  doubled.* 

*  Pennsylvania  racket,  May  8.  1  Rivington's  Gazetteer,  May  11. 

1  Virginia  Gazette,  May  6  :— The  first  express  with  the  news  of  the  Battle  of 
Lexington  reached  Williamsburg  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  April. 
The  express  leaving  Water-town  on  the  morning  of  the  battle,  passed  through 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Brookline,  Norwich,  New  London,  Lyme,  Saybrook,  Killing- 
worth,  East  Guilford,  Guilford,  Branford,  and  New  Haven,  and  arrived  at  Fair- 
field, (on  the  22d.)  It  arrived  at  New  York  on  Sunday,  (23d,)  and  wa*  imme- 
diately forwarded  to  Philadelphia,  by  Isaac  Low,  chairman  of  the  New  York  Com- 
mittee, and  reached  that  place  at  four  o'clock  in  the  aAernoon  of  the  next  day, 
(24th.)  On  the  arrival  of  the  news  at  Baltimore,  the  inhabitants  seized  upon  the 
Provincial  magazine,  containing  fifteen  hundred  stands  of  arms. — Pennsylvania 
Journal,  April  24 ;  Virginia  Gazette,  April  29 ;  Holt't  Journal,  June  1. 
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Mat  8. — This  morning  the  delegates  from  the  eastward, 
together  with  Philip  Livingston,  James  Duane,  John  Alsop, 
and  Francis  Lewis,  delegates  for  New  York  city ;  Colonel 
William  Floyd  for  Suffolk,  and  Simon  Boeruin  for  Kings 
county,  in  New  York,  set  out  for  Philadelphia  attended  by  a 
great  train,  to  the  North  River  ferry,  where  two  or  three  sloops 
and  a  number  of  other  vessels  were  provided.  It  is  said  about 
five  hundred  gentlemen  crossed  the  ferry  with  them,  among 
whom  were  two  hundred  militia  under  arms.1 

May  9. — The  committee  of  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
met  yesterday  and  recommended  the  people  to  asssociate  into 
Bucks  county,  companies,  and  learn  the  military  exercise  of 
Pennsylvania  arms  Some  townships  have  already  begun,  and 
many  others,  animated  with  the  same  zeal  for  the  welfare  of 
their  country,  readily  fall  in  with  the  plan,  a  knowledge  of 
which,  we  have  great  reason  to  fear,  we  shall  he  soon  called 
upon  to  give  a  proof  of.  The  unanimity,  prudence,  spirit  and 
firmness,  which  appeared  in  the  deliberations  of  yesterday,  do 
honor  to  Bucks  county,  and  will,  we  hope,  in  some  measure, 
wipe  off  those  aspersions  they  too  deservedly  lay  under.  A 
large  number  of  the  inhabitants  assembled,  and  the  resolves 
of  the  day  being  made  public,  testified  their  highest  appro- 
bation of  the  conduct  of  the  committee,  and  unanimously 
voted  them  the  thanks  of  the  county.  A  disciple  of  that 
species  of  creatures  called  lories  being  formally  introduced  to 
a  tar-barrel,  of  which  he  was  repeatedly  pressed  to  smell, 
thought  prudent  to  take  leave  abruptly,  lest  a  more  intimate 
acquaintance  with  it  should  take  place." 

May  10. — The  commanding  officer  at  Cambridge  has  given 
leave  to  the  regulars  who  were  taken  prisoners,  either  to  go  to 
Boston  and  join  their  respective  regiments,  or  have  liberty  to 
work  in  the  country  for  those  who  will  employ  them.  In 
consequence  of  which,  those  who  were  confined  in  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  fifteen  in  number,  heartily  requested  to  be 

1  Holt's  Journal,  May  11.  ■  Pennsylvania  Packet,  May  15. 
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employed  by  the  people,  not  choosing  to  return  to  their  regi- 
ments to  fight  against  their  American  brethren,  though  some  of 
them  expressed  their  willingness  to  spill  their  blood  in  defence 
of  their  king  in  a  righteous  cause.  They  all  set  out  yesterday 
for  different  towns.1 

To-day  the  eastern  delegates  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  They 
were  met  about  six  miles  out  by  the  officers  of  all  the  compa- 
nies in  the  city,  and  by  many  other  gentlemen  on  horseback, 
in  all  amounting  to  five  hundred.  When  they  came  within 
two  miles  of  the  city  they  were  met  by  the  company  of  rifle- 
men, and  a  company  of  infantry,  with  a  band  of  music,  who 
conducted  them  through  the  most  public  streets  of  the  city  to 
their  lodgings,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  near  fifteen  thousand 
spectators.* 

The  proceedings  of  April  nineteenth  have  united  the  colonies 
and  continent,  and  brought  in  New  York  to  act  as  vigorously 
as  any  other  place  whatsoever,  and  has  raised  an  Effect  of  the  luttk 
army  in  an  instant,  which  are  lodged  in  the  sev-  of  Uxia*tou- 
eral  houses  of  the  towns  round  Boston,  till  their  tents  are 
finished,  which  will  be  soon.  All  that  is  attended  to,  besides 
ploughing  and  planting,  is  making  ready  for  fighting. 
The  non-importations  and  non-ex portations  will  now  take  place 
from  necessity,  and  traffic  give  place  to  war.  We  have  a  fine 
spring,  prospects  of  great  plenty ;  there  was  scarce  ever  known 
6uch  a  good  fall  of  lambs ;  we  are  in  no  danger  of  starving, 
through  the  cruel  acts  against  the  New  England  governments ; 
and  the  men  who  had  been  used  to  fishery,  a  hardy  generation 
of  people,  Lord  North  has  undesignedly  kept  in  the  country 
to  give  strength  to  our  military  operations,  and  to  assist  as 
occasion  may  require.  Thanks  to  a  superior  wisdom  for  his 
blunders.  The  General  is  expecting  reinforcements,  but  few 
have  arrived  as  yet,  the  winds,  contrary  to  the  common  run 
this  season,  instead  of  being  easterly,  have  been  mostly  the 
reverse.   When  the  reinforcement  arrives,  and  is  recovered  of 

Pennsylrania  Journal,  May  24.  *  Virginia  Gaaette,  May  27. 
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the  voyage,  the  General  will  be  obliged  in  honor  to  attempt 
dislodging  the  people,  and  penetrating  the  country.  Both 
soldiers  and  inhabitants  are  in  want  of  fresh  provisions,  and 
will  be  like  to  suffer  much,  should  the  provincial  army  be  able 
to  keep  the  town  shut  up  on  all  6ides,  excepting  by  water,  as 
at  present.1 

May  17. — This  evening  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  John 
Brown,  Esq.,  from  Ticonderoga,  express  to  the  General  Con- 
gress, from  whom  we  learn  that  on  the  beginning 

Ticonderoga  taken.  b„       '    .  « 

of  this  instant,  a  company  of  about  fifty  men  trom 
Connecticut,  and  .the  western  part  of  Massachusetts,  joined 
by  upwards  of  one  hundred  from  Bennington,  in  New  York 
government,  and  the  adjacent  towns,  proceeded  to  the  eastern 
side  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  on  the  night  before  the  tenth  cur- 
rent, crossed  the  lake  with  eighty-five  men,  not  being  able  to 
obtain  craft  to  transport  the  rest,  and  about  day-break  invested 
the  fort,  whose  gate,  contrary  to  expectation,  they  found  shut, 
but  the  wicker  open,  through  which,  with  the  Indian  war- 
whoop,  all  that  could,  entered  one  by  one,  others  scaling  the 
wall  on  both  sides  of  the  gate,  and  instantly  secured  and  dis- 
armed the  sentries,  and  pressed  into  the  parade,  where  they 
formed  the  hollow  square ;  but  immediately  quitting  that 
order,  they  rushed  into  the  several  barracks  on  three  sides  of 
the  fort,  and  seized  on  the  garrison,  consisting  of  two  officers, 
and  upwards  of  forty  privates,1  whom  they  brought  out,  dis- 
armed, put  under  guard,  and  have  since  sent  prisoners  to 
Hartford  in  Connecticut.  All  this  was  performed  in  about 
^n  minutes,  without  the  loss  of  life,  or  a  drop  of  blood  on  our 
6ide,  and  but  very  little  on  that  of  the  king's  troops. 

In  the  fort  were  found  about  thirty  barrels  of  flour,  a  few 
barrels  of  pork,  seventy  odd  chests  of  leaden  ball,  computed  at 
three  hundred  tons,  about  ten  barrels  of  powder 
Crown  oint  concJition,  near  two  hundred  pieces  of 

ordnances  of  all  sizes,  from  eighteen-pounders  downwards,  at 

1  Dr.  Gordon  in  Gaines*  Mercury,  June  19. 

*  A  party  of  the  26th,  commanded  by  Capt  De  la  Place,  who  was  surprised 
in  his  bed. 
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Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  which  last  place,  being  held 
only  by  a  corporal  and  eight  men,  falls  of  course  into  our 
hands. 

By  this  sudden  expedition,  planned  by  some  principal  per- 
sons in  the  four  neighboring  colonies,  that  important  pass  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  where,  we  trust,  the  wis- 
dom of  the  grand  Continental  Congress  will  take  effectual 
measures  to  secure  it,  as  it  may  be  depended  on,  that  adminis- 
tration means  to  form  an  army  in  Canada,  composed  of  British 
regulars,  French,  and  Indians,  to  attack  the  colonies  on  that 
side. 

Mr.  Brown  brought  intercepted  letters  from  Lieutenant 
Malcom  Fraser,  to  his  friends  in  New  England,  from  which 
it  appears  that  General  Carleton  has  almost  unlimited  powers, 
civil  and  military,  and  has  issued  orders  for  raising  a  Canadian 
regiment,  in  which,  Mr.  Fraser  observes,  the  officers  find  diffi- 
culty, as  the  common  people  are  by  no  means  fond  of  the  ser- 
vice. He  likewise  remarks,  that  all  the  king's  European  sub- 
jects are  disaffected  at  the  partial  preference  given  to  the  late 
converts  to  loyalty,  as  he  phrases  it,  to  their  utter  exclusion 
from  all  confidence,  or  even  common  civility.  Matters  are  in* 
deed  in  sneh  a  situation,  that  many,  if  not  most  of  the  mer- 
chants, talk  of  leaving  the  province. 

Mr.  Brown  also  relates  that  two  regular  officers  of  the  26th 
regiment,  now  in  Canada,  applied  to  two  Indians,  one  a  head 
warrior  of  the  Caughanawaga  tribe,  to  go  out  with  them  on  a 
hunt  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  rivers  St.  Lawrence  and 
Sorel,  and  pressing  the  Indians  farther  and  farther  on  said 
course,  they  at  length  arrived  at  Cohass,1  where,  the  Indians 
say,  they  were  stopped  and  interrogated  by  the  inhabitants,  to 
whom  they  pretended  they  were  only  on  a  hunt,  which  the 
inhabitants  (as  the  Indians  told  Mr.  Brown)  replied  must  be 
fata,  as  no  hunters  used  silver  (bright)  barrelled  guns.  How- 
ever, the  Cohass  people  dismissed  them  all,  and  when  they 
returned  into  the  woods,  the  Indian  warrior  insisted  on  know- 
ing what  their  real  intention  was,  and  they  told  him  that  it 
was  to  reconnoitre  the  woods,  to  find  a  passage  for  an  army  to 

1  Northern  New  Hampshire. 
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inarch  to  the  assistance  of  the  king's  friends  at  Boston.  The 
Indian  asked,  where  they  would  get  the  army  ?  They 
answered,  in  Canada,  and  that  the  Indians  in  the  upper  castles 
would  join  them.  The  chief  on  this  expressed  resentment 
that  he,  being  one  of  the  head  men  of  the  Caughanawaga  tribe, 
should  never  have  been  consulted  in  the  affair.  But  Mr. 
Brown  presumes  the  aversion  of  this  honest  fellow  and  his 
friends  to  their  schemes,  was  the  reason  of  their  being  kept 
from  their  knowledge. 

The  conductors  of  this  grand  expedition  are  to  be  Monsieur 
St.  Luke  le  Come,  the  villain  who  let  loose  the  Indians  on  the 
prison  era  at  Fort  William  Henry,  and  one  of  his  associates. 

Oh  George,  what  tools  art  thou  obliged  to  make  me  of! 1 

May  18. — "We  hear  from  Halifax,  that  the  people  have  at 
last  shown  they  have  spirit.  It  seems  the  agents  for  procur- 
ing forage  for  the  expected  regiment  of  dragoons 
had  taken  without  consent  of  the  owner,  and  were 
shipping  for  Boston,  a  great  quantity  of  hay,  upon  which  the 
people  set  fire  to,  and  wholly  destroyed  it ;  and  when  that 
wrork  was  finished,  they  attempted  the  like  by  the  king's  mag- 
azines, which  they  several  times  fired,  but  they  were  extin- 
guished by  the  people  from  the  ships  of  war  lying  there,  who 
made  a  brisk  fire  on  the  people,  and  prevented  them  from 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  May  24;  see  also  the  following  authentic  account  of 
the  taking  of  the  fortresses  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  by  a  party  of  the 
Connecticut  forces  :— 

"  Captain  Edward  Mott,  and  Captain  Noah  Phelps,  set  out  from  Hartford,  on 
8aturday,  the  29th  of  April,  in  order  to  take  possession  of  the  fortress  of  Ticon- 
deroga and  the  dependencies  thereunto  belonging ;  they  took  with  them  from 
Connecticut,  16  men  unarmed,  and  marched  privately  through  the  country  tili 
they  came  to  Pittsfield,  without  discovering  their  design  to  any  person  till  they 
fell  in  company  with  Col.  Ethan  Allen,  Col.  Easton,  and  John  Brown,  Esq.,  who 
engaged  to  join  themselves  to  said  Mott  and  Phelps,  and  to  raise  men  suffi- 
cient to  take  the  place  by  surprise,  if  possible.  Accordingly,  the  men  were  raised, 
and  proceeded  as  directed  by  said  Mott  and  Phelps.  Col.  Ethan  Allen  command- 
ing the  soldiery,  on  Tuesday  they  surprised  and  took  the  fortress,  making  prisoners 
the  commandant  and  his  party.  On  Wednesday  morning  they  possessed  them- 
selves of  Crown  Point,  taking  possession  of  the  ordnance  stores,  consisting  of 
upwards  of  200  pieces  of  cannon,  3  mortars,  sundry  howitzers,  and  50  swivels, 
Ac."— Rivington1*  Gazetteer,  May  18. 
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effecting  their  design.  The  fugitives  from  Boston  are  gone 
for  Halifax,  but  the  people  say,  no  d — d  Tories  shall  be  allowed 
to  breathe  in  their  air,  so  that  those  d — Is  can't  find  a  resting 
place  there,  which  was  the  only  place  on  the  continent  that 
they  even  dared  to  hope  they  might  stay  in.1 

Thet  had  a  great  fire  in  Boston  last  night.  It  appeared  to 
be  between  King  street  and  the  market ;  it  continued  all 
night,  and  is  not  yet  extinguished.  What  has  really  hap- 
pened, is  to  us  uncertain  as  yet.' 

Mat  21. — A  correspondent  writing  from  Boston,  says : — 
"  As  to  the  inhabitants  removing,  they  are  suffered  to  go  out 
nnder  certain  restrictions.  This  liberty  was  ob- 
tained  after  many  town-meetings,  and  several  con- 
ferences between  their  committee  and  General  Gage.  The 
terms  mutually  agreed  to  were  :  4  That  the  inhabitants  should 
deliver  up  all  their  arms  to  the  selectmen.'  This  was  gener- 
ally done,  though  it  took  up  some  days.  On  this  condition 
the  inhabitants  were  to  have  had  liberty  to  move  out  of  town, 
with  their  effects,  and  during  this  to  have  free  egress  and  re- 

1  Holt's  Journal,  May  18,  and  the  Virginia  Gaxette,  June  24. 

*  Rmngtou's  Gazetteer,  May  25.  The  fire  began  in  the  barrack*,  under  the 
arch  formerly  improved  by  Benjamin  Davis,  about  half  after  eight  o'clock,  17th 
May.  The  soldiers  were  receiving  some  cartridges,  by  which  means  one  took  fire, 
and  communicated  to  many  more,  which  immediately  net  fire  to  the  room.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  stores  burnt,  with  the  owners'  names  prefixed  :— 

John  Hancock,  1  store  and  shed ;  Thomas  Fayerweather,  1  store ;  Benjamin 
Andrew*,  2  ditto ;  Edward  Gray,  2  ditto;  Joseph  Barrel,  1  ditto;  John  Ilead,  1 
ditto;  John  Williams,  1  ditto,  with  50  barrels  of  flour,  donation;  Heyslop  and 
Co,  1  ditto;  Andrew  Black,  1  ditto;  Nathaniel  Carey,  1  ditto  and  shed;  Alex- 
ander Bill,  1  ditto  and  shed ;  James  Russet,  impost  office ;  John  Soley,  1  store  ; 
John  Sweetser,  1  ditto;  three  ditto  at  the  town  dock;  six  stores,  and  a  cooper's 
shop,  owned  by  Eliakim  Hutchinson ;  adjoining  the  town  dock,  improved  for  bar- 
racks, one  store  by  Elba  Thomas,  sailmaker ;  two  stores  leading  down  to  the 
barracks,  improved  by  Grant  Webster  and  William  Blair.  Instead  of  ringing  the 
bells  as  usual,  the  soldiers  beat  to  anns,  by  which  the  people  were  in  great  con- 
fusion, not  being  used  to  such  signals  in  time  of  fire. 

K.  B.  The  inhabitants  took  particular  care  to  save  the  goods  in  Mr.  Han- 
cock*! store* 

*  Holt's  Journal,  Jane  1. 
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gross.  But  mark  the  event.  The  arms  being  delivered,  orders 
were  issued  by  the  general,  that  those  who  inclined  to  remove, 
must  give  in  their  names  to  the  selectmen,  to  be  by  them  re- 
turned to  the  military  town  major,  who  was  then  to  write  a 
pass  for  the  person  or  family  applying,  to  go  through  the  lines 
or  over  the  ferry.  But  all  merchandise  was  forbid  ;  after  a 
while,  all  provisions  were  forbid  ;  and  now,  all  merchandise, 
provisions,  and  medicine.  Guards  are  appointed  to  examine 
all  trunks,  boxes,  beds,  and  every  thing  else  to  be  carried  out ; 
these  have  proceeded  to  such  extremities,  as  to  take  from  the 
poor  people  a  single  loaf  of  bread  and  half  a  pound  of  choco- 
late ;  so  that  no  one  is  allowed  to  carry  out  a  mouthful  of  pro- 
visions ;  but  all  is  submitted  to  quietly.  The  anxiety  indeed 
is  so  great  to  get  out  of  town,  that  even  were  we  obliged  to  go 
naked,  it  would  not  hinder  us.  But  there  are  so  many  ob- 
structions thrown  in  the  way,  that  I  do  not  think  those  who 
are  most  anxious,  will  be  all  out  in  less  than  two  or  three 
months.  Vastly  different  from  what  was  expected ;  for  the 
general  at  first  proposed,  unasked,  to  procure  the  admiral's 
boats  to  assist  the  inhabitants  in  the  transportation  of  their 
effects,  which  is  not  done,  and  there  are  but  two  ferry  boats 
allowed  to  cross.  They  have  their  designs  in  this,  which  you 
may  easily  guess  at.  We  suffer  much  for  want  of  fresh  meat. 
The  transports,  with  the  marines,  are  all  arrived/' 1 

May  24. — This  day,  Dr.  Myles  Cooper,  president  of  King's 
College  in  New  York,  sailed  for  Bristol,  in  the  Exeter,  having 
remained  for  near  two  weeks  on  board  the  King  Fisher, 
commanded  by  Captain  Montague,  where  he  thought  fit  to 
shelter  himself  from  the  resentment  of  a  people  who  consider 
him  as  the  writer  of  several  pieces  highly  injurious  to  the  liber- 
ties of  America.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Chandler,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Cook,  go  passengers  with  him.' 

It  having  been  thought  highly  expedient,  at  this  exigency 
of  our  public  affairs,  that  every  person  among  us  who  is  known 
to  be  an  enemy  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  country, 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  June  7.  *  Pennsylvania  Journal,  May  81. 
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and  has  been  aiding  and  abetting  the  cnreed  plans  of  a  ty- 
rannical ruler,  and  an  abandoned  ministry,  should  be  disarmed 
and  rendered  as  incapable  as  possible  of  doing  fur-  Ton*,  dimmed 
ther  material  mischief,  the  Tories  in  Worcester,  "  Wwrc**u,r 
Massachusetts,  were  notified  to  appear  with  their  arms  and 
ammunitions  on  Monday  last.  They  accordingly  appeared, 
and  after  surrendering  their  arms  to  the  committee  of  corre- 
spondence, and  being  strictly  ordered  not  to  leave  the  town,  or 
to  meet  together  without  a  permit,  were  dismissed.' 

The  people  of  New  Jersey  have  taken  possession  of  the 
treasury  of  that  province,  in  which  was  the  amount  of  between 
twenty  and  thirty  thousand  pounds ;  which  money  is  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  payment  of  the  troops  now  raising  in  that 
province,  for  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  America.' 

Mat  25.— The  man-of-war  Cerberus  arrived  at  Boston,  with 
the  three  generals  Howe,  Clinton,  and  Bnrgoyne,  together 
with  about  seven  hundred  marines  and  two  hundred  drafts.* 


1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  June  5.  1  Holt's  Journal,  June  1. 

'  Holt's  Journal,  June  8 : — A  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning  that  occurred 
on  the  day  the  generals  embarked  from  England,  gave  rise  to  the  following  lines, 
which  were  published  under  the  signature  of  Hamdejh  : 

The  chiefs  embark,  and  clouds  Involve  the  skies, 

Storms  sweep  the  sea,  and  blusterous  winds  arise ; 

The  beav'ns  themselves,  red  with  uncommon  ire, 

Their  thunders  hurl,  and  flash  indignant  fire. 

Oh  Thou !  who  rules  the  earth,  and  guides  the  flood, 

Have  mercy  on  the  innocent  and  good. 

Oh!  spare  the  land,  and  let  thy  vengeance  faH, 

On  those  who  dare  whole  nations  to  enthrall ; 

Bend  thy  own  thunders  on  the  guilty  head, 

And,  to  appease  thy  wrath,  strike  the  vile  monsters  dead. 

But,  oh !  restrain  the  hand  of  civil  war 

And  let  thy  favor'd  nations  cease  to  jar. 

Establish  firm  the  American's  rights  and  laws, 

And  may  this  land  resound  with  their  applause ; 

Then  shall  our  vows  in  all  thy  temples  rise, 

And  praise  ascend  in  incense  to  the  skies. 

Pennsylvania  Packet,  June  26. 
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May  26. — Last  Sabbath1  about  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  an  ex- 
press arrived  at  General  Thomas's  quarters  at  Roxburr,  Mas- 
BUrmbh  at  sachusetts,  informing  him  that  four  sloops,  two  of 
onpeuuod.  tjiem  armed,  had  sailed  from  Boston  to  the 
south  shore  of  the  bay,  and  that  a  number  of  soldiers  were 
landing  at  Weymouth.  General  Thomas  ordered  three  com- 
panies to  march  to  the  support  of  the  inhabitants.  When 
they  arrived,  they  found  the  soldiers  had  not  attempted  to 
land  at  Weymouth,  but  had  landed  on  Grape  Island,  from 
whence  they  were  carrying  off  hay  on  board  the  sloops.  The 
people  of  Weymouth  assembled  on  a  .point  of  land  next  to 
Grape  Island,  but  the  distance  from  Weymouth  shore  to  said 
island  was  too  great  for  small  arms  to  do  much  execution. 
Nevertheless,  our  people  frequently  fired.  The  fire  was  re- 
turned from  one  of  the  vessels  with  swivel  guns,  but  the  shot 
passed  over  our  heads,  and  did  no  mischief.  Matters  con- 
tinued in  this  state  for  several  hours,  the  soldiers  poling  the 
hay  down  to  the  waterside,  our  people  firing  at  the  vessel,  and 
they  now  and  then  discharging  swivel  guns.  The  tide  was 
now  come  in,  and  several  lighters  which  were  aground  were 
got  afloat,  upon  which  our  people,  who  were  ardent  for  battle, 
got  on  board,  hoisted  sail,  and  bore  directly  down  upon  the 
nearest  point  of  the  island.  The  soldiers  and  sailors  imme- 
diately left  the  barn,  and  made  for  their  boats,  and  put  off 
from  one  end  of  the  island,  whilst  our  people  landed  on  the 
other.  The  sloops  hoisted  sail  with  all  possible  expedition, 
whilst  our  people  set  fire  to  the  barn,  and  burnt  seventy  or 
eighty  tons  of  hay,  then  fired  several  tons  which  had  been 
poled  down  to  the  water  side,  and  brought  off  the  cattle.*  As 
the  vessels  passed  Horse-Neck,  a  sort  of  promontory  which 
extends  into  Germantown,  they  fired  their  swivels  and  small 
arms  at  our  people  very  briskly,  but  without  effect,  though 
one  of  the  bullets  from  their  small  arms,  which  passed  over 
our  people,  struck  against  a  stone  with  such  force,  as  to  take 
off  a  large  part  of  the  bullet.  Whether  any  of  the  enemy  were 
wounded,  is  uncertain,  though  it  is  reported  three  of  them  . 

1  May  21.  *  Virginia  Gazette,  June  17. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BATTLE  OF  HOG  ISLAND. 


were.  It  is  thought  that  they  did  not  carry  off  more  than  one 
or  two  tons  of  hay.1 

Mat  28. — Yesterday  a  party  of  the  American  army  at 
Cambridge,  to  the  number  of  between  two  and  three  hundred 
men,  had  orders  to  drive  off  the  live  stock  from  BatUe  of 
Hog  and  Noddle's  islands.  In  attempting  to  carry  Ho*  Ua<L 
out  these  orders,  they  were  attacked  by  the  king's  troops. 
Hie  combat  began  on  Hog  island  abont  five  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  continued  almost  incessantly  till  midnight.  The 
attack  was  made  with  cannon,  swivels,  and  small  arms,  from 
an  armed  schooner,  sloop,  and  eight  or  ten  barges,  upon  our 
people,  who  had  small  arms  only,  but  were  very  advanta- 
geously posted  by  Colonel  Putnam,  who  got  to  them  just  in 
season  to  station  and  command  them  properly.  He  placed 
them  in  a  ditch  up  to  their  wastes  in  water,  and  covered  by 
the  bank,  to  their  necks.  The  schooner,  sloop,  and  boats  full 
of  men,  came  within  twelve  or  fifteen  rods  of  them,  and  gave 
our  people  a  fine  opportunity  to  place  their  shot  well.  About 
midnight  the  fire  ceased  a  little,  and  our  people  retreated  to 
the  main  land,  where  they  were  soon  after  joined  by  Captain 
Foster  with  two  field-pieces,  which  were  planted  on  the  way  of 
Winnesimit  ferry.  At  davlight  this  morning:,  the  combat  was 
renewed,  and  as  the  schooner  passed  the  ferry  way,  she  was 
briskly  attacked  by  our  people,  with  the  field-pieces  and  small 
amis,  which  soon  clearing  her  deck,  she  drifted  on  shore, 
where  our  people  set  fire  to  her,  and  she  blew  up,  notwith- 
standing the  utmost  endeavors  of  the  people  in  the  boats  to 
tow  her  off,  and  save  her  from  destruction.  In  this  they  ex- 
posed themselves  much  to  our  fire,  and  suffered  greatly. 
When  they  found  the  schooner  was  lost,  they  with  difficulty 
towed  off  the  sloop,  much  disabled,  and  retired  to  their  den  ; 
and  thus  ended  the  combat.  This  afternoon  our  people  got 
out  of  the  wreck  twelve  four-pounders,  six  swivels,  and  every 
thing  else  that  was  valuable,  without  molestation  ;  they  after* 
wards  destroyed  or  removed  from  both  the  islands  all  the 

■  Rivington'a  Gazetteer,  June  8. 
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stock,  a  large  quantity  of  hay,  and  burned  all  the  barns  and 

houses. 

All  tliis  was  done  in  sight,  and  as  we  may  say,  under  the 
noses  of  the  whole  fleet  and  army  at  Boston  without  molesta- 
tion.  The  killed  of  the  enemy  (General  Gage's  crew  of 
enemies  to  the  English  constitution)  they  themselves  allow  to 
be  more  than  one  hundred,  besides  wounded  ;  others,  who  have 
good  opportunity  to  know,  say  their  killed  and  wounded  ex- 
ceed three  hundred,  and  I  believe  they  have  suffered  as  much 
as  in  their  precipitate  flight  from  Lexington  on  the  memorable 
19th  of  April.  Our  killed  none  !  wounded  three  I  Heaven  ap- 
parently, and  most  evidently,  fights  for  us,  covers  our  heads  in 
the  day  of  battle,  and  shields  our  people  from  the  assaults  of 
our'coinmon  enemies.    What  thanks  can  speak  our  gratitude ! 

These  interpositions,  and  our  determined  resolutions,  may 
perhaps  make  our  haughty  enemies  glad  to  quit  their  unjust 
professions  for  a  cooler  and  more  calm  retreat,  in  some  distant 
quarter  of  the  globe ;  and  leave  us  peaceably  to  enjoy  those 
rights  and  liberties  which  God  in  our  nature  has  given  us,  as 
our  inalienable  right,  and  which  they  are  most  unjustly  en- 
deavoring to  wrest  from  us  by  violence.1 

A  correspondent  gives  the  following  etymology  of  the 
word  Yankee  : — "  When  the  ]Sew  England  colonies  were 
settled,  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  fight  their  way  against 
many  nations  of  Indians.  They  found  but  little  difficulty  in 
subduing  them  all,  except  one  tribe  who  were  known  by  the 
name  of  Yankoos,  which  signifies  invincible.  After  much 
waste  of  blood  and  treasure,  the  Yankoos  were  at  last  subdued 
by  the  New  England  men.  The  remains  of  this  nation  (agree- 
ably to  the  Indian  custom)  transferred  their  name  to  their  con- 
querors. For  a  while  they  were  called  Yankoos,  but  from  a 
conniption,  common  to  names  in  all  languages,  they  got 
through  time  the  name  of  Yankees.  A  name  wliich  we  hope 
will  soon  be  equal  to  that  of  a  Roman,  or  an  ancient  English- 
man.' 

'  Virginia  GazeUe,  June  24,  and  Pennsylvania  Journal,  June  21. 
2  Clift's  Diary,  and  the  Virginia  Gazette,  June  10. 
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May  30. — A  captain  who  was  lately  seized  by  Admiral 
Greaves  and  taken  into  Boston,  has  just  come  out ;  he  says  he 
was  at  the  wharf  at  Noddle's  island  when  the 

__  NoddVs  Island. 

battle  began.  The  master  of  the  Diana  schooner 
told  him,  that  guns  were  never  better  served  than  the  Amer- 
ieans  ;  that  uot  a  shot  missed  him.1  One  man  was  carried 
on  board  for  dead,  but  the  next  morning  he  came  to,  and  had 
not  the  least  wound  about  him  ;  others  were  frightened  almost 
to  death.  There  is  an  amazing  difference  in  the  looks  and 
behavior  of  the  enemy  since  the  battle,  from  what  there  was 
before ;  before  there  was  nothing  but  noise  and  confusion,  now 
all  is  still  and  quiet,  insomuch  that  one  can  hardly  perceive 
that  there  is  any  fleet  or  army  there.  From  the  general 
down  to  the  common  soldier,  they  seem  to  be  in  a  great  panic, 
and  are  afraid  to  go  to  bed  for  fear  the  Yankees  will  kill  them 
before  morning.* 

Ju>k  1. — TnE  synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  at 
their  late  meeting  in  the  former  city,  appointed  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  June  to  be  observed  by  all  the  congi-ega- 

...  '  *  .     .  ,     General  FmL 

tions  under  their  care,  as  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer,  on  account  of  the  alarming  state  of  our  public  affairs. 
Should  the  Continental  Congress  appoint  a  fust,  the  synod 
have  directed  that  to  be  observed  in  preference  to  the  day  ap- 
pointed by  themselves,  provided  that  it  is  not  more  than  four 
weeks  distant  from  the  hast  Thursday  of  June  ;  if  at  a  greater 
distanee,  they  have  ordered  both  days  to  be  kept.  They  also 
recommend  to  all  the  congregations  in  their  charge,  to  spend 


'  General  Putnam,  bj  his  ingenious  invention  and  invincible  courage,  having 
nearly  expended  his  cannon  ball  before  the  king's  schooner,  took  this  method  to 
iret  more  from  the  Somerset  in  Boston  harbor :  He  ordered  parties  consisting  of 
&k<wt  two  or  three  of  his  men,  to  show  themselves  on  the  top  of  a  certain  sandy 
kill,  near  the  place  of  action,  in  sight  of  the  man-of-war,  but  at  a  great  distance, 
in  hopes  that  the  captain  would  be  fool  enough  to  fire  at  them.  It  had  the  de- 
nred  effect,  and  so  heavy  a  fire  ensued  from  this  ship  and  others,  that  the  country 
round  Boston  thought  the  town  was  attacked.  By  this  he  obtained  several  hun- 
dred balls,  which  were  easily  taken  out  of  the  sand,  and  much  sooner  than  he 
could  have  sent  to  head-quarters  for  them.— Constitutional  GaxetUt,  Sept.  23. 

*  Pennsylvania  Journal,  June  28. 
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the  afternoon  of  the  last  Thursday  in  every  month  in  public 
prayer,  during  the  continuance  of  our  present  troubles.1 

The  martial  spirit  which  prevails  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Somerset  county,  in  New  Jersey,  truly  merits  the  attention 
somerset     of       public.    "We  have  certain  intelligence  that 
Newj«r»e,r.  are  forming  themselves  into  companies,  and 

daily  exercising,  to  become  complete  masters  of  the  military 
discipline ;  and  particularly,  that  the  township  of  Bridge- 
water,  in  said  county,  met  at  Rariton,  the  sixth  instant,  and 
chose  Mr.  Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  captain,  under  whose  com- 
mand eighty-five  volunteers  immediately  enlisted,  to  be  in 
readiness  at  an  hour's  warning,  to  march  for  the  assistance  of 
any  neighboring  colony,  on  any  emergency.  Their  pay  and 
other  necessaries  are  provided  by  said  township.  The  other 
counties  and  townships,  it  is  hoped,  will  follow  their  example, 
as  it  may  be  necessary  to  repel  force  by  force,  in  order  to 
secure  our  national  rights  and  privileges." 

A  parliamentary  youngster  opening  one  day  unseason- 
ably, an  old  sportsman,  who  sat  next  him,  whispering  in  his 
ear,  reminded  him,  that  when  a  young  dog  was  faulty,  it  was 
customary  to  couple  him  with  one  better  trained,  and  whose 
experience  might  correct  his  error ;  true,  replied  the  boy  arch- 
ly, when  young  dogs  run  counter,  I  know  it  is  usual  to  couple 
them  ;  but  when  old  dogs  run  counter,  we  hang  them  up* 

June  4. — Yesterday  morning  a  detachment  of  cavalry  from 
the  Williamsburg*  volunteers,  in  their  uniforms,  well  mounted 
and  equipped,  with  a  wagon  containing  their 
baggage  and  provisions,  set  out  in  a  regular 
military  procession,  to  meet  the  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph, 
Esq.,  late  president  of  the  Grand  Continental  Congress,  on  the 
way  from  Philadelphia,  his  presence  being  requisite  at  the 
general  assembly  now  sitting.  To-day  about  noon,  the  troop 
of  horse  met  that  gentleman  at  RumVs  ferry,  accompanied  by 

'  Holt's  Journal,  June  1.  *  Rivington's  Gazetteer,  June  1. 

'  Pennsylvania  Packet,  June  12.  4  In  Virginia. 
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Colonel  Carter  Braxton,  and  escorted  them  to  Williamsburg, 
after  having  been  joined  by  a  company  of  infantry,  who 
marched  out  the  distance  of  two  miles  for  the  same  purpose. 
They  arrived  about  sunset,  and  were  attended  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's house  by  the  whole  body  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
whose  very  martial  appearance  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the 
spectators.  The  bells  began  to  ring  as  our  worthy  delegate 
entered  the  city,  and  the  unfeigned  joy  of  the  inhabitants,  on 
this  occasion,  was  visible  in  every  countenance  ;  there  were  il- 
luminations in  the  evening,  and  the  volunteers,  with  many 
other  respectable  gentlemen,  assembled  at  the  Raleigh,  spent 
an  honr  or  two  in  harmony  and  cheerfulness,  and  drank  several 
patriotic  toasts.1 

June  6.— This  being  the  day  agreed  on  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  Dr.  Warren  *  and 
Brigadier-General  Putnam,  in  a  phaeton,  together  Exchline«  „r  Lex- 
with  Major  Dunbar,  and  Lieut.  Hamilton  of  the 
64th,  on  horseback,  Lieut.  Potter,  of  the  marines,  in  a  chaise ; 
John  Hilton  of  the  47th,  Alexander  Campbell  of  the  4th,  John 
Tyne,  Samuel  Marcy,  Thomas  Perry,  and  Thomas  Sharp  of  the 
marines,  wounded  men  in  two  carts ;  the  whole  escorted  by 
the  Weathersh*eld  company,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Chester,  entered  the  town  of  Charlestown,  and  marching  slow- 
ly through  it,  halted  at  the  ferry,  where,  upon  a  signal  being 
given.  Major  Moncrief  landed  from  the  Lively  man-of-war  in 
order  to  receive  the  prisoners  and  see  his  old  friend  General 
Putnam.*  Their  meeting  was  truly  cordial  and  affectionate. 
The  wounded  privates  were  soon  sent  on  board  the  Lively,  but 
Major  Moncrief  and  the  other  officers  returned  with  General 
Putnam  and  Dr.  Warren  to  the  house  of  Dr.  Foster,  where  an 
entertainment  was  provided  for  them.  About  three  o'clock 
a  signal  was  made  by  the  Lively,  that  they  were  ready  to 
deliver  up  our  prisoners,  upon  which  General  Putnam  and 
Major  Moncrief  went  to  the  ferry,  where  they  received  Messrs. 

'  Postscript  to  PeniwylYania  Packet,  June  19.  *  Joseph  Warren. 

'  Major  Moncrief  and  General  Putnam  served  throughout  the  French  war  in 
the  same  regiment 
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John  Peck,  James  Hews,  James  Brewer,  and  Daniel  Preston, 
of  Boston  ;  Messrs.  Samuel  Frost  and  Seth  Russell,  of  Cam- 
bridge ;  Mr.  Joseph  Bell,  of  Danvers ;  Mr.  Elijah  Seaver,  of 
Roxbury  ;  and  Caesar  Augustus,  a  negro  servant  of  Mr.  Tiles- 
ton,  of  Dorchester,  who  were  conducted  to  the  house  of  Cap- 
tain Foster  and  there  refreshed ;  after  which  the  general  and 
major  returned  to  their  company,  and  spent  an  hour  or  two  in 
a  very  agreeable  manner.  Between  five  and  six  o'clock  Major 
Moncrief,  with  the  officers  that  had  been  delivered  to  liim, 
were  conducted  to  the  ferry,  where  the  Lively  *s  barge  received 
them,  after  which  General  Putnam,  with  the  prisoners  that 
had  been  delivered  to  him,  returned  to  Cambridge,  escorted 
in  the  same  manner  as  before.  The  whole  was  conducted  with 
the  utmost  decency  and  good  humor,  and  the  Weathersfield 
company  did  honor  to  themselves,  their  officers,  and  their 
country.  The  regular  officers  expressed  themselves  as  highly 
pleased  ;  those  who  had  been  prisoners  politely  acknowledged 
the  genteel  kind  treatment  they  had  received  from  their  cap- 
tors ;  the  privates,  who  were  all  wounded  men,  expressed  in 
the  strongest  terms  their  grateful  sense  of  the  tenderness  which 
had  been  shown  them  in  their  miserable  situation  ;  some  of 
them  could  do  it  only  by  their  tears.  It  would  have  been  to 
the  honor  of  the  British  arms  if  the  prisoners  taken  from  us 
could  with  justice  have  made  the  same  acknowledgment.  It 
cannot  be  supposed  that  any  officers  of  rank,  or  common  hu- 
manity, were  knowing  to  the  repeated  cruel  insults  that  were 
offered  them  ;  but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  hint  to  the  upstarts 
concerned,  two  truths  of  which  they  appear  to  be  wholly 
ignorant,  viz. :  That  compassion  is  as  essential  a  part  of  the 
character  of  a  truly  brave  man  as  daring,  and  that  insult 
offered  to  the  person  completely  in  the  power  of  the  insulter, 
smells  as  strong  of  cowardice  as  it  does  of  cruelty.1 

June  8. — This  forenoon,  Laughlin  Martin  and  John  Dealy 
were  carried  through  the  principal  streets  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  in  complete  suits  of  tar  and  feathers.    The  very 

J  Virginia  Gazette,  July  L 
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indecent  and  daring  behavior  of  the  two  culprits,  in  several 
instances,  occasioned  their  being  made  public  spectacles  of. 
After  having  been  exhibited  for  about  half  an  T.rrtn« 
hour,  and  having  made  many  acknowledgments  of  Et  Ch*rUs*um- 
their  crime,  they  were  conducted  home,  cleaned,  and  quietly 
put  on  board  of  Captain  Lasley's  ship,  lying  wind  bound  for 
Bristol.  Upon  the  intercession  of  Martin's  friends,  and  his 
promises  of  future  good  behavior,  he  is  allowed  to  come  on 
shore  and  follow  his  business  as  usual.' 

i 

This  morning  the  three  battalions  of  the  city  and  liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  consisting  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  the  artillery 
company  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  (with  two  PhlllMlc,phu 
twelve  and  four  six-pound  brass  field-pieces,)  a  b*"*110"- 

>p  of  light  horse,  several  companies  of  light  infantry, 
rangers,  and  riflemen,  in  the  whole  above  two  thousand 
men,  marched  to  the  commons,  and  having  joined  in  brigade, 
went  through  the  manual  exercise,  firings  and  manoeuvres, 
(with  a  dexterity  scarcely  to  have  been  expected  from  such 
short  practice,)  in  the  presence  of  the  honorable  members  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  several  thousand  spectators ; 
among  whom  were  a  great  number  of  the  most  respectable 
inhabitants  of  this  city.* 

The  New  York  Provincial  Congress  have  desired  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Connecticut  to  send  sufficient  force  to  hold 
the  important  fortresses  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  until 
that  province  can  raise  troops  for  the  purpose,  and  they  will 


r,  July  3. 

•  Rivington's  Gazetteer,  Jane  15 Colonel  John  Hancock  was  asked  to  re- 
Tiew  the  battalions,  which  gave  rise  to  the  following  lines  :— 

While  Freedom's  daughters  all  their  aid  afford, 
And  deck  the  warrior  with  the  gorgeous  sword ; 
Do  thou,  great  Hancock,  all  their  ranks  inspire 
With  patriot  virtues,  and  the  hero's  fire. 
Fonn'd  by  thy  blest  example — they  shall  claim 
The  fair  one's  fondness,  and  the  conqueror's  fame. 

Pennsylvania  Packet,  June  12. 
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reimburse  the  expense,  those  fortresses  being  within  the  limits 
of  that  province.1 

The  grand  American  army  at  Cambridge  is  nearly  com- 
pleted. Great  numbers  of  the  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire, 
and  Rhode  Island  troops  are  arrived  there.  Among  the  latter 
there  is  a  fine  company  of  artillery,  with  four  excellent  field- 
pieces.  Many  large  pieces  of  battering  cannon  are  expected 
soon  from  different  places.  Twelve  pieces,  eighteen  and 
twenty-four-pounders,  with  a  quantity  of  ordnance  stores,  are 
already  arrived  from  Providence.' 

Colonel  Skeene,  governor  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point, 
is  at  Philadelphia  upon  his  parole  of  honor,  to  keep  within 
eight  miles  of  the  city  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill, 
and  not  to  correspond  with  any  person  on  political  subjects. 
This  gentleman  concealed  the  circumstance  of  his  being  an 
officer,  from  the  captain  with  whom  he  came  a  passenger. 
But  a  few  days  before  they  made  the  capes  of  Delaware,  they 
spoke  a  New  England  vessel,  who  informed  them  of  the  taking 
of  Ticonderoga.  The  Colonel  instantly  declared  he  would 
march  with  five  thousand  men  from  Canada,  and  retake  it ; 
and  manifested  such  warmth  on  the  occasion  that  the  captain 
of  the  ship  discovered  the  quality  of  his  passenger,  and  after 
reprimanding  him  for  the  imposition  he  had  practised  upon 
him,  thought  it  prudent,  upon  his  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  to 
deliver  him  up.  The  Colonel  had  taken  care,  however,  to 
destroy  his  despatches,  and  now  finds  how  ineffectual  is  his 
commission  to  tamper  with  the  members  of  the  Congress,  in 
the  way  that  an  immaculate  ministry  procure  the  sanction  of 
an  immaculate  Parliament.' 


June  12.— To-day  General  Gage  has  issued  a  proclamation, 
offering  pardon  in  the  king's  name  to  all  those,  excepting 
Samuel  Adams  and  J ohn  Hancock,  who  will  forth- 
ProciMn»uon.   w^  ]av  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their 
usual  occupations.    Those  who  do  not  accept  the  mercy  he 

»  Rivington'a  Gazetteer,  June  8.  1  Park's  Diary. 

»  Virginia  Gazette,  July  8. 
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offers,  and  who  give  protection  to  those  gentlemen,  or  assist 
them  in  any  way,  are  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors. 
Martial  law  is  also  declared,  "  for  so  long  a  time  as  the  present 
unhappy  occasion  shall  necessarily  require."    A  correspond- 
ent gays: — "The  proclamation  is  replete  with  consummate 
impndence,  the  mo6t  abominable  lies,  and  stuffed  with  daring 
expressions  of  tyranny  as  well  as  rebellion  against  the  estab- 
lished constitutional  authority  both  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the 
American  States." 


TOM  GAGE'S  PROCLAMATION; 

Or  blustering  denunciation 
(Replete  with  defamation) 
Threatening  devastation, 
And  speedy  jugulation, 
Of  the  new  English  nation.— 
Who  shall  his  pioua  ways  shun? 

Whereas  the  rebels  hereabout, 

Are  stubborn  still,  and  still  hold  out; 

Refusing  vet  to  drink  their  tea, 

In  spite  of  Parliament  and  me ; 

And  to  maintain  their  bubble,  Right, 

Prognosticate  a  real  fight; 

Preparing  flints,  and  guns,  and  ball, 

My  army  and  the  fleet  to  maul ; 

Mounting  their  guilt  to  such  a  pitch, 

As  to  let  fly  at  soldiers'  breech ; 

Pretending  they  design' d  a  trick, 

Tho'  ordered  not  to  hurt  a  chick ; 

But  peaceably,  without  alarm, 

The  men  of  Concord  to  disarm ; 

Or,  if  resisting,  to  annoy, 

And  every  magazine  destroy : — 

All  which,  tho'  long  obliged  to  bear. 

Thro'  want  of  men,  and  not  of  fear; 

Tm  able  now  by  augmentation. 

To  give  a  proper  castigation ; 

For  since  th'  addition  to  the  troops, 

Now  retnfore'd  as  thick  as  hops ; 

I  can,  like  Jemmy  at  the  Boyne, 

Look  safely  on — fight  you,  Burgoyne ; 

And  mow,  like  grass,  the  rebel  Yankees, 

I  fancy  not  these  doodle  dances : — 
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Yet,  e'er  I  draw  the  vengeful  sword, 
I  hare  thought  fit  to  send  abroad, 
This  present  gracious  proclamation, 
Of  purpose  mild  the  demonstration, 
That  whosoe'er  keeps  gun  or  pistol, 
I'll  spoil  the  taotion  of  his  systole  ; 

Or,  whip  his  ,  or  cut  his  weason, 

As  haps  the  measure  of  his  treason 
But  every  one  that  will  lay  down 
His  hanger  bright,  and  musket  brown, 
Shall  not  be  beat,  nor  bruis'd,  nor  bang'd, 
Much  less  for  past  offences  hang'd ; 
But  on  surrendering  his  toledo, 
Go  to  and  fro  unhurt  as  we  do : — 
But  then  I  must,  out  of  this  plan,  lock 
Both  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock; 
For  those  Tile  traitors  (like  debentures) 
Must  be  tucked  up  at  all  adventures ; 
As  any  proffer  of  a  pardon, 
Would  only  tend  those  rogues  to  harden 
But  every  other  mother's  son, 
The  instant  he  destroys  his  gun, 
(For  thus  doth  run  the  king's  command,) 
May,  if  he  will,  come  kiss  my  hand. — 
And  to  prevent  such  wicked  game,  as 
Pleading  the  plea  of  ignoramus ; 
Be  this  my  proclamation  spread 
To  every  reader  that  can  read : — 
And  as  nor  law  nor  right  was  known 
Since  my  arrival  in  this  town ; 
To  remedy  this  fatal  flaw* 
I  hereby  publish  martial  law. 
Meanwhile,  let  all,  and  every  one 
Who  lores  his  life,  forsake  his  gun ; 
And  all  the  council,  by  mandamus, 
Who  have  been  reckoned  so  infamous, 
Return  unto  their  habitation, 
Without  or  let  or  molestation. — 
Thus  graciously  the  war  I  wage, 
As  witnesseth  my  hand,— Tom  Gage. 

By  command  of  Mother  Cart, 

Thomas  Fluckcr,  Secretary.' 

It  is  said  that  there  are  no  less  than  three  German  princes 
>n  their  travels  incog,  in  New  England.    This  looks  not  a 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  June  28. 
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little  suspicious ;  certain  it  is,  that  there  is  not  a  Court  in 
Germany,  that  would  not  send  their  best  generals  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Americans.1 

The  following  paragraph  is  extracted  from  some  remarks 
on  Gages  account  of  the  battle  at  Lexington,  which  is  pub- 
lished in  the  London  Gazette  of  to-day.  The  0jM?es  A«wint 
miserable  Gazette  writer  concludes  his  narrative  of  L*xln«ton- 
by  informing  the  public  that  General  Gage  says,  "  that  Ux> 
much  prahe  cannot  be  given  to  Lord  Percy  for  hin  remarkable 
activity  the  whole  day."  The  public  will  think  this  a  very 
singular  compliment !  The  preceding  part  of  the  narrative 
has  told  us  a  story  about  the  troops  marching,  or  in  plainer 
English,  retreating  from  Lexington.  They  did  not  halt,  but 
continned  their  retreat  for  fifteen  miles.  What  then  are  we  to 
understand  by  the  remarkable  activity  of  Lord  Percy  ?  His 
personal  bravery  is  too  well  known  to  leave  room  for  suspicion 
that  he  would  show  "  remarkable  activity  "  in  retreating  ;  yet 
the  account  in  the  Gazette  leaves  the  compliment  so  ambiguous, 
that  an  invidious  reader  might  suppose  Lord  Percy  made  it, 
like  the  swift-footed  Achilles,  with  a  light  pair  of  heels.  It  is 
not  surprising  that  Gage  should  wish  to  pay  his  court  to 
Northumberland  house ;  but  when  he  pays  another  compli- 
ment, as  he  cannot  write  himself,  he  should  entrust  a  better 
hand  than  the  pensioned  compiler  of  the  Gazette.' 

Jcxe  14. — A  few  days  ago  returned  to  New  York  from 
the  eastward,  Mr.  William  Goddard,  who  has  been  indefat- 
igable in  soliciting  the  establishment  of  post-offices  PobIf0(Bc 
on  constitutional  principles,  in  which  he  has  at 
last  succeeded.  The  matter  has  been  taken  up  by  the  commit- 
tees, provincial  Congresses,  or  assemblies,  in  the  colonies  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  and  Con- 
necticut, throughout  which,  offices,  postmasters,  riders,  and 
rates  of  postage  have  been  established  and  are  to  be  laid  before 
the  Continental  Congress,  there  to  be  approved  or  altered  as 

1  Extract  from  a  London  paper  in  the  Constitutional  Gazette,  August  26. 
1  Constitutional  Gazette,  August  26. 


Digitized  by  Google 


96 


DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 


[1775 


shall  be  thought  expedient.  It  is  hoped  New  York  and  the 
other  governments  will  adopt  similar  measures.  The  rates  of 
postage  have  been  continued  as  before.1 

June  15.  —  TnE  Continental  Congress  elected  Colonel 
George  Washington,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  general  and 
commander-in-chief  of  all  the  American  forces.' — It  was  last 
year  reported  that  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst  had  said,  that  with  five 
thousand  English  regulars  he  would  engage  to  march  from  one 
end  to  the  other  of  the  continent  of  North  America.  This  be- 
ing spoken  of  publicly  in  a  coffee-house  in  North  America, 
Colonel  Washington,  who  was  present,  declared,  that  with  one 
thousand  Virginians  he  would  engage  to  stop  Sir  Jeffery  Am- 
herst's march.  It  is  the  fashion  at  St.  James'  to  despise  the 
Americans,  to  call  them  cowards,  poltroons,  &c,  and  the  reso- 
lution seems  to  be  taken  to  put  their  courage  to  the  proof. 
The  very  able,  spirited,  and  prudent  conduct  of  this  gallant 
officer  when  he  covered  and  preserved  the  remains  of  the  Eng- 
lish army  after  one  of  their  defeats  in  the  last  war  in  North 
America,'  has  endeared  him  to  every  brave  man,  and  stamped 
him  with  the  name  of  being  a  most  noble  officer.4 

It  is  said  that  all  the  men-of-war  which  were  in  the  harbors 
near  Boston,  have  been  called  to  that  place,  and  that  every 
method  is  taken  to  strengthen  the  town.   The  intrenchment 

•  Holt's  Journal,  June  15 : — Mr.  Holt  announces  a  "  Constitutional  Post-Office," 
as  kept  in  his  printing  office,  in  his  paper  of  June  22. 

•  Journals  of  Congress.— The  following  is  the  staflT  appointed  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress: — George  Washington,  Esq.,  of  Virginia,  General  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  all  the  American  forces ;  Arte  mas  Ward,  Esq.,  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  Charles  Lee,  Esq.,  Philip  Schuyler,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  in  New  York  ProT- 
ince,  Israel  Putnam,  Esq.,  to  be  M ajor-Generals ;  and  Horatio  Gates,  Esq.,  Ad- 
jutant-General. 

General  Washington  has  appointed  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
be  his  aide-de-camp;  and  Major-General  Lee  has  appointed  Samuel  Griffin,  Esq., 
of  Virginia,  to  be  his  aide-de-camp* 

»  Braddock's  Expedition. 

•  Extract  from  a  London  paper  of  April  15,  1775,  republished  in  the  Penn- 
sylTania  Packet,  June  12. 

•  Blrtngtonl  Gazetteer,  Jane  tf. 
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at  the  fortification  is  now  extended  quite  across  the  Neck,  by 
which  the  town  is  become  an  island.  Some  of  the  transports 
from  Cork  have  arrived  at  Boston,  and  the  grenadiers  and  in- 
fantry appear  to  be  in  motion.  General  Gage  by  his  late  con- 
duct, seems  to  be  greatly  alarmed.1 

June  17. — Last  night  a  detachment  from  the  camp  at 
Cambridge,  marched  to  Charlestown,  and  there  took  possession 
of  Breed's  Hill,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  ferry.  Bati,e  of 
Their  intrenching  tools  not  coming  up  in  season,  Brw*r'  "lIL 
it  was  twelve  o'clock  before  they  began  their  work.  At  day- 
light this  morning  they  were  discovered  from  Boston,  when 
the  men-of-war  at  the  ferry,  the  battery  from  Cop's  Hill,  and 
the  floating  batteries,  kept  up  a  continual  cannonading  and 
bombarding,  which  fortunately  did  but  little  execution,  al- 
though their  intrenchments  were  very  far  from  being  completed. 
This  continued  till  about  two  o'clock,  when  a  large  army,  under 
the  command  of  General  Howe,  landed  in  Charlestown,  and 
after  plundering  it  of  all  its  valuable  effects,  set  fire  to  it  in  ten 
different  places.  Then,  dividing  the  army,  part  oC  it  marched 
up  in  the  front  of  the  provincial  intrenchments  and  began  an 
attack  at  long  shot ;  the  other  part  marched  round  the  town 
r  f  Charlestown  under  cover  of  the  smoke  occasioned  by  the 
lire  of  the  town.  The  provincial  sentries  discovered  the  regu- 
lars marching  upon  their  left  wing,  and  gave  notice  to  the 
Connecticut  forces  posted  there.  Captain  Knowlton,'  of  Ash* 
f^rd,  with  four  hundred  of  said  forces,  immediately  repaired 
to.  and  pulled  up,  a  post  and  rail  fence,  and  carrying  the  posts 
and  rails  to  another  fence,  put  them  together  for  a  breastwork. 
He  then  gave  orders  to  the  men  not  to  fire  until  the  enemy 
were  got  within  fifteen  rods,  and  then  not  till  the  word  was 
given.  The  word  being  given,  the  regulars  fell  surprisingly  ; 
it  was  thought  by  spectators  who  stood  at  a  distance  that  the 
provincials  did  great  execution. 

The  action  continued  about  two  hours,  when  the  regulars 
on  the  right  wing  were  put  into  confusion  and  gave  way.  The 

1  Virginia  Gazette,  July  1. 

*  Thomas  Knowlton :— See  Battle  of  Harlem  Plaina,  September,  1776. 
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Connecticut  troops  closely  pursued  them,  and  were  on  the 
point  of  pushing  their  bayonets,  when  orders  were  received 
from  General  Pomeroy,  for  those  who  had  been  in  action  for 
two  hours  to  fall  back,  and  their  places  to  be  supplied  by  fresh 
troops.  These  orders  being  mistaken  for  a  direction  to  retreat, 
the  troops  on  the  right  wing  began  a  general  retreat,  which 
was  handed  to  the  left,  the  principal  place  of  action,  where 
Captains  Knowlton,  Chester,  Clark,  and  Putnam,  had  forced 
the  regulars  to  give  way,  and  being  warmly  pursuing  them, 
were,  with  difficulty,  persuaded  to  retire ;  but  the  right  wing 
by  mistaking  the  orders  having  already  retreated,  the  left,  to 
avoid  being  encircled,  were  obliged  to  retreat  with  the  main 
body.  They  retreated  with  precipitation  across  the  causeway  to 
Winters  Hill,  in  which  retreat  they  were  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  from  their  shipping  and  floating  batteries. 

The  provincials  sustained  their  principal  loss  in  passing  the 
causeway.  The  regulars  pursued  the  provincials  to  Winters 
Hill,  where  the  latter  being  reinforced  by  General  Putnam, 
renewed  the  battle,  repulsed  the  regulars  with  great  slaughter, 
and  pursued  them  till  they  got  under  cover  of  their  cannon  on 
the  shipping.  The  regulars  then  returned  to  Bunker's  Hill, 
and  the  provincials  to  Winter's  Hill,  where  they  are  now  in- 
trenching and  erecting  batteriec. 

In  this  action  fell  our  worthy  and  much  lamented  friend, 
Doctor  Warren,  with  as  much  glory  as  Wolfe,  after  performing 
many  feats  of  bravery,  nnd  exhibiting  a  coolness  and  conduct 
which  did  honor  to  the  judgment  of  his  country  in  appointing 
him  a  few  days  before  one  of  our  major  generals.1 

The  number  of  regulars  which  first  attacked  the  provincials, 
was  not  less  than  two  thousand.  The  number  of  the  provin- 
cials was  only  fifteen  hundred,  who,  it  is  supposed  would  soon 
have  gained  a  complete  victory  had  it  not  been  for  the  unhappy 
mistake  already  mentioned.    Hie  regulars  were  afterwards  re- 

1  Joeeph  Warren  was  born  In  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  on  tlio  eleventh  of 
June,  1741.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1759,  and  studied  medicine 
under  Dr.  James  Lloyd.  Four  days  previous  to  the  battle  of  Dreed's  Hill,  he  re- 
ceived hia  commission  as  Major-Gcneral,  and  fell  just  as  the  retreat  of  the  pro- 
vincials commenced.— Gordon. 
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inforccd  with  a  thousand  men.  It  is  uncertain  how  great  a 
number  of  them  were  killed  or  wounded,  but  all  agree  that 
their  loss  is  more  than  one  thousand.  General  Howe  says, 
"  you  may  talk  of  your  Mindens  and  Fontenoys,  but  I  never 
saw  nor  heard  of  such  a  carnage  in  so  short  a  time." 1 

June  18. — Yesterday  evening,  his  excellency  the  Right 
Honorable  Lord  William  Campbell,  governor-in-chief  of  South 
Carolina,  with  his  lady  and  family,  arrived  at  Charleston  in 
the  Scorpion  man-of-war  from  England.  His  Lordship  was 
saluted  on  his  arrival  by  the  Tamar  man-of-war,  by  Fort  John- 
son, and  the  several  forts  in  town ;  and  about  one  o'clock  to- 

1  Gaines'  Mercury,  July  3;  Pennsylvania  Packet,  June  2«.  Another  account 
of  this  battle  is  given  by  a  gentleman  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  to  his  friend 
in  Xew  York,  as  follows: — "On  the  evening  of  the  16th,  Col.  Putnam  took  pos- 
sesion of  Bunker's  Hill  with  about  two  thousand  men,  and  begun  an  intrench- 
went,  which  they  had  made  some  progress  in.  At  eight  in  the  morning,  a  party 
of  regulars  landed  at  Charlestown,  and  fired  the  town  in  divers  places.  Un'ler 
corcr  of  the  smoke,  a  body  of  about  five  thousand  men  marched  up  to  our  in- 
trenchtnents,  and  made  a  furious  and  sudden  attack ;  they  were  driven  back  three 
times;  and  when  they  were  making  the  third  attack,  one  of  our  people  impru- 
dently epo'te  aloud  that  their  powder  was  all  gone,  which  being  heard  by  some  of 
the  regular  officers,  they  encouraged  their  men  to  march  up  to  the  trenches  with 
fixed  bayonets,  and  entered  them  ;  on  which  our  people  were  ordered  to  retreat, 
which  they  did  with  all  speed,  till  they  got  out  of  musket-shot.  They  then  formed, 
bat  were  not  pursued.  In  the  mean  time  six  men-of-war  and  four  floating  bat- 
teries were  brought  up,  and  kept  up  a  continual  fire  on  the  causeway  that  loads 
on  to  Charlestown.  Our  people  retreated  through  the  fire,  but  not  without  the 
k«9  of  many  of  the  men.  The  brave  Doctor  Warren  is  among  the  killed,  and 
Colonel  Gardner  is  wounded.  We  left  six  field-pieces  on  the  hill.  Our  people 
are  now  intrenched  on  Pleasant  Hill,  within  cannon  shot  of  Bunker's  Hill.  The 
k»s  of  the  King's  troops  must  be  very  considerable ;  the  exact  number  we  c;innot 
tell.*  Among  the  slain  is  Major  Pitcairn.f  If  our  people  had  been  supplied 
*ith  ammunition  they  would  have  held  possession  most  certainly.  Our  people 
»re  in  high  spirits,  and  are  very  earnest  to  put  this  matter  on  another  trial."— 
Lirin3ton?M  Gazetteer,  June  29. 

•  Of  the  re gulars,  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  were  killed,  and  eight  hundred  and  twenty 
woon  !«L  Of  the  provincials,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  were  killed,  and  three  hundred  and 
faorteen  misMng. 

*  Lieutenant  Pltcalrn,  eon  to  Major,  was  standing  by  his  father  when  that  noble  officer  fell, 
»M  expired  without  uttering  a  word.  Ho  looked  very  wishfully  at  the  lieutenant,  who  kno'led 
*»*b  Md  cried  out,  "My  father  is  killed,  I  have  lost  my  father."  This  slackened  the  firing  of 
tbe  regulars  for  some  minutes,  many  of  the  men  echoing  the  words,  u  We  have  all  lost  a 
to*r.*-rpcott,iv.  813. 
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day  his  Lordship  landed  at  Champney's  wharf,  where  he  was 
received  by  several  gentlemen,  and  also  by  the  grenadier  com- 
pany and  the  regiment  of  militia  under  arms.  From  the 
wharf  his  Lordship  walked  in  procession,  preceded  by  the 
grenadier  company,  to  the  state-house,  where  his  commission 
was  read  and  published  in  the  council  chamber,  in  the  presence 
of  some  of  the  members  of  his  majesty's  council.  From  this 
place  he  returned  in  the  same  order  to  the  Exchange,  where 
his  commission  was  again  read  ;  after  which  his  Lordship  and 
the  whole  company  repaired  to  the  state-house,  where  a  genteel 
entertainment  was  provided.1 

June  20. — This  morning  the  three  battalions  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  liberties,  together  with  the  artillery  company,  a  troop 
of  lighthorse,  several  companies  of  light  infantry,  rangers,  and 
riflemen,  in  the  whole  about  two  thousand,  marched  out  to 
the  commons,  and  having  joined  in  brigade,  were  reviewed  by 
General  Washington,  who  is  appointed  commander-in-chief  of 
all  the  North  American  forces  by  the  honorable  Continental 
Congress.  They  went  through  the  manual  exercise,  firings, 
and  mano3uvres  with  great  dexterity  and  exactness. 

This  evening  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq.,  arrived  here  from 
Virginia,  to  attend  the  Congress,  agreeable  to  his  election,  in 
the  room  of  the  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Esq.  He  is  attended 
by  Doctor  M'Clurg.* 

J une  22. — The  Provincial  Congress  of  South  Carolina  broke 
up,  after  three  weeks  of  unremitted  application.  They  have 
requested,  by  public  advertisement,  that  men  of  every  denomi- 
nation and  persuasion  will  carry  with  them  to  all  places  of 
divine  worship,  loaded  fire-arms.  This,  on  Sunday  last,  was 
almost  generally  complied  with.* 

June  23. — One  of  the  surgeons  attending  the  military  hos- 
pital at  Boston,  has  written  home,  that  the  provincials  in  the 
late  engagement,  "  had  either  exhausted  their  ball,  or  were 

1  Virginia  Gazette,  July  8.  »  Rivington's  Gazetteer,  June  29. 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  12. 
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that  every  wound  should  prove  fatal.  Their  mus- 
kets were  charged  with  old  nails  and  angular  pieces  of  iron, 
and  from  most  of  the  men  being  wounded  in  the  legs,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  it  was  their  design,  not  wishing  to  kill  the 
men,  to  leave  them  as  burdens  on  us,  to  exhaust  the  pro- 
visions, as  well  as  to  intimidate  the  rest  of  the  soldiery." 1 

June  24. — Yesterday  morning  General  Washington  and 
General  Lee  set  off  from  Philadelphia  to  take  command  of  the 
American  army  at  Massachusetts  Bay.  They  were  accompanied 
a  few  miles  from  town  by  the  troop  of  lighthorse,  and  by  all 
the  officers  of  the  city  militia  on  horseback.  They  parted 
with  our  celebrated  commanders,  expressing  the  most  ardent 
wishes  for  their  success  over  the  enemies  of  our  liberty  and 
country. 

Major  Thomas  Mifflin  is  appointed  aide-de-camp  to  General 
Washington,  and  accompanies  the  general  to  the  camp  near 
Boston.  The  active  and  successful  part  which  this  gentleman 
has  taken  in  the  civil  and  military  affairs  of  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania,  has  endeared  him  so  much  to  his  fellow-citizens 
that  few  men  have  ever  left  us  more  universally  beloved  or 
^egretted., 

Jcne  25. — This  afternoon  at  four  o'clock,  General  Washing- 
ton, attended  by  Generals  Lee  and  Schuyler,  and  the  light- 
horse  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  way  for  the  American  camp  at 
Cambridge,  landed  at  Colonel  Lispenard's  seat,  about  a  mile 
above  New  York,  from  whence  they  were  conducted  into  the 
city,  by  nine  companies  of  foot,  in  their  uniforms,  and  a 
greater  number  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  that  city  than 
ever  appeared  on  any  occasion  before.' 

The  ship  Juliana,  Captain  Montgomery,  arrived  at  Sandy 
Hook  last  night,  from  London,  in  which  vessel  his  excellency 
Governor  Try  on  came  passenger.  He  landed  at  New  York  at 
«ight  o'clock  this  evening,  and  was  conducted  to  the  house  of 


1  Tpcott,  it.  313.  •  Rirington's  Gazetteer,  June  29. 

'  Pennsylvania  Journal,  June  28. 
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the  Ron.  Hugh  Wallace,  Esq.,  by  an  immense  number  of  the 
principal  people  of  that  city.1 

June  2P>. — The  Massachusetts  occasional*  newspaper  of  to- 
day, gives  the  following  account  of  the  action  at  Boston  on  the 
British  Armunt  of  seventeenth  : — "  This  town  was  alarmed  at  break 

tlio  liattle 

of  Breed**  mu.  of  day,  by  a  firing  from  the  Lively  ship-of-war  ; 
and  a  report  was  immediately  spread  that  the  provincials  had 
broke  ground,  and  were  raising  a  battery  on  the  heights  of  the 
peninsula  of  Charlestown,  against  the  town  of  Boston.  They 
were  plainly  seen,  and  in  a  few  hours  a  battery  of  six  guns 
played  upon  their  works.  Preparations  were  instantly  made 
for  the  landing  a  body  of  men  ;  and  some  companies  of  grena- 
diers and  light  infantry,  with  some  battalions,  and  field  artil- 
lery, amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  two  thousand  men, 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  Howe  and  Brigadier- 
General  Figot,  were  embarked  with  great  expedition,  and 
landed  on  the  peninsula  without  opposition,  under  cover  of 
some  ships-of-war  and  armed  vessels. 

The  troops  formed  as  soon  as  landed ;  the  provincials  on 
the  heights  were  perceived  to  be  in  great  force,  and  strongly 
posted.  A  redoubt  thrown  up  on  the  16th  at  night,  with  other 
works  full  of  men,  defended  with  cannon,  and  a  large  body 
posted  in  the  houses  of  Charlestown,  covered  their  right ;  and 
their  left  was  covered  by  a  breastwork,  part  of  it  cannon  proof, 
which  reached  from  the  left  of  the  redoubt  to  the  Mystic  river. 

Besides  the  appearance  of  the  provincials'  strength,  large 
columns  were  seen  pouring  in  to  their  assistance ;  but  the 
king's  troops  advanced.  The  attack  began  by  a  cannonade,  and 
notwithstanding  various  impediments  of  fences,  walls,  &c, 
and  the  heavy  fire  they  were  exposed  to,  from  the  vast  num- 
ber of  provincials,  and  their  left  galled  from  the  houses  of 
Charlestown,  the  troops  made  their  way  to  the  redoubt,  mount- 
ed the  works  and  carried  it.  The  provincials  were  then  forced 
from  other  strongholds,  and  pursued  till  they  were  driven  clear 
of  the  peninsula,  leaving  five  pieces  of  cannon  behind  them. 
Charlestown  was  set  on  fire  during  the  engagement,  and  most 

1  Rirington's  Gazetteer,  June  29. 
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part  of  it  consumed.  The  loss  they  sustained  must  have  been 
considerable,  from  the  vast  number  they  were  seen  to  carry  off 
during  the  action,  exclusive  of  what  they  suffered  from  the 
shipping.  About  a  hundred  were  buried  the  next  day  after, 
and  thirty  found  wounded  on  the  field,  6ome  of  whom  are  since 
dead.  About  one  hundred  and  seventy  of  the .  king's  troops 
were  killed  and  since  dead  of  their  wounds ;  and  a  great  many 
were  wounded. 

This  action  lias  shown  the  bravery  of  the  king's  troops,  who 
under  every  disadvantage,  gained  a  complete  victor}-  over  three 
times  their  number,  strongly  posted,  and  covered  by  breast- 
works.1 

1  Rivington's  Gazetteer,  July  13: — Another  account  from  Boston  mentions, 
that  the  provincials  occupied  a  post  at  Charlestown  on  a  commanding  ground, 
which  overlooked  Boston,  at  1,500  yards  distance,  which  works  they  had  con- 
structed in  the  night.  It  consisted  of  a  redoubt,  with  cannons  mounted,  and  a 
continued  intrenchment  to  a  drained  swamp  on  one  side  and  defended  by  the 
houses  in  Charlestown  on  the  other,  which  were  filled  with  provincial  troops.  On 
the  approach  of  day,  the  British  artillery  began  to  fire  on  the  provincials' 
works,  from  a  battery  of  six  24-pounders,  and  a  howitzer  from  Copp's  hill  to- 
wards the  north  end,  which  played  principally  upon  the  redoubt.  About  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  consisting  of  twenty 
companies,  with  the  5th,  38th,  43d,  and  52d  regiments,  embarked,  aud  were  landed 
on  Charlestown  point,  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  provincials' 
works,  which,  being  formed,  the  boats  returned  for  the  63d  and  47th  regiments,  the 
marines,  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Mujor-Gen- 
eral  Howe,  who  had  a  low  swampy  land  to  pass,  and  to  surmount  a  higher  piece 
of  ground,  formed  by  nature  for  defence.  The  fire  of  six  6eld-pieces  and  a  heavy 
one  of  musketry  from  the  provincials  continued  without  intermission,  on  the 
British  troop*,  and  they  still  poured  in  fresh  men  from  Cambridge,  from  the  mo- 
ment the  forces  marched  from  the  encampment;  rignals  being  made  by  three 
guns  from  Boxbury  church,  and  smoke  from  hill  to  hill,  and  the  bells  ringing,  so 
that  before  the  action  was  over,  they  were  reinforced  with  a  large  body  of  men. 
At  last,  after  an  obstinate  attack  of  an  hour,  reaching  the  summit  very  gradually, 
the  British  troops  stormed  the  redoubt,  and  the  provincials  retired.  They  were 
cautiously  pursued  until  another  rising  ground  was  obtained,  which  entirely  com- 
mands the  whole  peninsula,  but  more  immediately  the  neck  of  land. 

The  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  of  the  provincials  cannot  be  accurately  ascer- 
tained. Fire  field-pieces  and  four  hundred  intrenching  tools,  with  twenty-nine 
prisoners,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  troops. 

One  armed  ship,  two  sloops,  and  five  floating  batteries  fired  on  the  neck,  but 
they  did  not  altogether  answer  the  end  intended,  as  they  neither  prevented  rein- 
forcing or  retreating. — RivingtotC*  Gazetteer,  July  13. 
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June  27. — Yesterday  afternoon  General  'Washington  with 
his  suite,  attended  by  the  several  New  York  militia  companies, 
Wafting*?  iettv« a  trooP  of  gentlemen  of  the  Philadelphia  light- 
New  York.  }lorge}  commanded  by  Captain  Markoc,  and  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  set  out  for  the  provincial 
camp  at  Cambridge,  near  Boston.  Last  night  he  rested  at 
King's  Bridge,  and  this  morning  proceeded  on  his  journey.1 

June  29. — A  correspondent  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
writes  : — ik  Our  place  has  rather  the  appearance  of  a  garrison 
town  than  a  mart  for  trade  ;  one  company  keeps  guard  ail  day, 
and  two  every  night.  In  our  situation  we  cannot  bo  too 
watchful  and  may  require  much  strength,  for  our  negroes  have 
all  high  notions  of  their  liberty,  and  we  lately  learnt  by  inter- 
cepted letters  and  other  ways,  that  there  have  been  endeavors  to 
set  the  Indians  on  us.  Mr.  Stuart,  the  superintendent  of  In- 
dian affairs,  is  accused  of  being  the  person  who  has  forwarded 
this  wicked  design,  and  he  has  fled  for  6afety. 

M  The  Tories  in  Georgia  are  now  no  more.  That  province  is 
almost  universally  on  the  right  side,  and  is  about  to  choose 
delegates  to  send  to  the  Congress."  * 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  5  : — Before  the  general's  departure,  the  provin- 
cial congress*  of  New  York  presented  him  with  an  address,  in  which,  after  ex- 
pressing their  gratification  at  his  appointment,  they  say : — 44  In  you,  sir,  and  in 
the  worthy  generals  under  your  command,  we  have  the  most  flattering  hopes  of 
success  in  the  glorious  struggle  for  American  liberty,  and  the  fullest  assurances, 
that,  whenever  this  important  contest  shall  be  decided  by  that  fondest  wish  of 
every  American  soul,  an  accommodation  with  our  mother  country,  you  will  cheer- 
fully resign  the  important  deposit  committed  into  your  hands,  and  reassume  the 
character  of  our  worthiest  citizen." 

The  general,  after  declaring  his  gratitude  for  the  regard  shown  him,  added, 
44  May  your  warmest  wishes  be  realized  in  the  success  of  America  at  this  important 
and  interesting  period,  and  be  assured  that  every  exertion  of  my  worthy  col- 
leagues and  myself,  will  be  equally  extended  to  the  re-establishment  of  peace  and 
harmony  between  the  mother  country  and  these  colonies.  As  to  the  fatal  but 
necessary  operations  of  war,  when  we  assumed  the  soldier,  we  did  not  lay  aside  the 
citizen,  and  we  shall  most  sinoerely  rejoice  with  you  in  that  happy  hour,  when  the 
establishment  of  American  liberty,  on  the  most  firm  and  solid  foundations,  shall 
enable  us  to  return  to  our  private  stations  in  the  bosom  of  a  free,  peaceful,  and 
happy  country." — Pennsylvania  Journal t  July  5. 

*  New  York  Gazette,  July  24. 
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June  29. — Yesterday  General  Wooster,  with  seven  com- 
panics  of  his  regiment,  and  Colonel  Waterbury,  with  his  regi- 
ment complete,  both  consisting  of  about  eighteen  hundred 
men,  arrived  at  New  York  from  Connecticut.  They  appear 
to  be  a  healthy,  hearty  body  of  men,  and  are  now  encamped 
about  two  miles  out  of  town.' 

The  reports  from  the  northward  are  various  ;  it  is  thought 
from  the  best  accounts,  that  the  Canadians  will  be  very  reluc- 
tant to  enter  into  the  service  against  the  colo- 
nies, and  it  is  pretty  certain  that  General  Carlcton 
has  hanged  two  or  three  of  them  for  refusing,  and  speaking 
discouraging  to  others  ;  so  that  it  is  on  the  whole  believed  that 
through  all  the  stratagems  of  tyranny,  Carleton  will  dragoon  a 
number  of  the  Canadians  and  Indians  into  the  sen-ice.  It  is 
generally  believed  he  is  making  preparation  to  come  against 
us;  but  some  think  otherwise,  and  that  he  is  only  fortifying 
at  St.  John's  to  prevent  any  incursion  from  us.  Doubtless  a 
short  time  will  discover  which  of  those  is  the  truth.  AVe  have 
certain  intelligence  that  Guy  Johnson  is  making  all  the  interest 
possible  to  raise  the  Indians  about  the  Lakes  and  Oswegatcha 
against  us.* 

July  1. — General  Putnam,  who  commanded  the  Connecti- 
cut troops,  is  a  veteran  soldier  of  great  experience.  He  served 
during  the  whole  of  the  last  war  against  the  Q  n  ral  PutIunu 
French,  and  was  wounded  fifteen  different  times 
in  the  service  of  his  country,  lie  was  once  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Indians,  who  first  scalped,  then  tied  him  to  a  tree,  and 
were  about  to  make  a  stroke  at  his  head,  which  would  have 
put  an  end  to  his  existence,  when  a  French  bflicer  happening 
at  the  instant  to  pass  by,  saved  his  life. 

When  he  heard  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  he  was  following 
his  plough.  As  soon  as  ho  was  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the 
news,  he  took  one  of  his  horses  out  of  the  plough,  and  bid  his 
servant  take  the  other  and  follow  him  with  his  arms  to  Boston. 

1  Rirington's  Gazetteer,  Jury  8.  1  Gaines'  Mercury,  July  17. 
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Should  the  hoasting  General  Burgoyne  ridicule  the  simplicity 
of  our  American  Cincinnati^,  and  be  asked  at  the  same  time 
where  /*/*  master's  orders  found  him  when  he  was  commanded 
to  repair  to  Boston,  the  answer  would  most  probably  be,  "  in 
a  gambling  house  or  brothel."  1 

July  3. — A  writer  in  London  says : — "  Though  the  Amer- 
ican  soldiery  perhaps  may  not  be  so  regularly  disciplined  as 
the  king's  troops,  yet  it  must  be  considered  that  there  is  a  very 
material  difference  between  a  man  who  fights  for  his  natural 
liberty,  and  the  man  who  only  fights  because  he  is  paid  for  it. 
The  former  defends  himself  in  a  just  cause ;  the  latter  is  the 
mere  dupe  of  power.  The  former  is  animated  by  the  zeal  of 
his  attachments  to  the  public  weal ;  the  latter  has  no  attach- 
ments at  all,  except  to  his  pay  for  slaughter  and  bloodshed." 1 

Tui8  night  died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  battle 
of  the  seventeenth  of  June,  the  amiable,  the  gallant  Colonel 
Thomas  Gardner,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.1 

None  of  the  men  who  have  been  raised  by  the  several  col- 
onies, are,  in  future,  to  be  distinguished  as  the  troops  of  any 
particular  colony,  but  as  the  forces  of  "  The  United  Colonies 
of  North  America,"  into  whose  joint  service  they  have  been 
taken  by  the.  Continental  Congress,  and  are  to  be  paid  and 
supported  accordingly.4 

Colonel  Lasher's  battalion  was  reviewed  at  New  York  by 
Major-General  Schuyler,  accompanied  by  the  Brigadier-Gen- 
erals Montgomery  and  AVooster,  in  the  presence  of  a  very  re- 
spectable number  of  the  principal  gentlemen  and  ladies.  They 
went  through  the  exercises  and  evolutions  with  the  greatest 
order,  alertness,  and  decorum.  That  country  can  never  be  en- 
slaved,  whoso  rights  are  defended  by  the  hands  of  its  citizens.* 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  July  8,  and  Virginia  Gazette,  August  12. 

*  New  York  Gazette,  July  3.  *  Gaines'  Mercury,  July  17. 

*  Letter  from  Dr.  Leonard  to  John  Murray. —  Window. 

*  New  York  Gazette,  July  10. 
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July  4.— The  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  being  in- 
fonned  by  a  number  of  the  freeholders  of  the  city,  that  the 
corporation  had  prepared  and  intended  to  present  an  address 
to  Governor  Tryon,  congratulating  him  on  his  return  to  gov- 
ernment, the  Congress  unanimously  voted,  that  they  disap- 
proved of  the  same,  and  ordered  that  the  secretary  serve  a 
copy  of  the  above  vote  on  the  mayor,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly." 

July  5. — General  "Wooster,  and  the  officers  of  the  Connec- 
ticut forces  at  New  York,  dined  at  Mr.  Samuel  Frances,  in  the 
Fields,  where  an  elegant  entertainment  was  pro-  r,innorto 
vided  bv  the  members  of  the  New  York  Military  G<Denl  w<KMtcr- 
Club.  The  day  was  spent  in  the  utmost  harmony,  every  thing 
conspiring  to  please,  being  all  of  one  mind,  and  one  heart. 
The  following  loyal  toasts  were  drank  : — 1.  The  king — better 
counsellors  to  him.    2.  The  hon.  Continental  Congress.  3. 
General  Washington,  and  the  army  under  his  command.  4. 
The  several  provincial  congresses  and  committees  in  the  con- 
federated colonies.    5.  A  6peedy  union  on  constitutional  prin- 
ciples between  Great  Britain  and  America.    6.  Conquest  and 
laurels  to  all  those  heroes  who  draw  their  swords  in  support  of 
freedom.   7.  Confusion  and  disappointment  to  the  friends  of 
despotism  and  the  enemies  of  America.    8.  May  the  disgrace 
of  the  rebels  against  the  constitution  be  as  conxpiemwx  as  that 
of  the  rebels  against  the  house  of  Hanover.    9.  All  those 
worthies  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  who  stood  forth  advo- 
cates of  America  and  the  rights  of  mankind.    10.  The  Lord 
Mayor,  and  worthy  citizens  of  London.    11.  The  glorious 
memory  of  King  "William.     12.  The  immortal  memory  of 
Hampden,  Sydney,  and  every  patriot  who  fell  in  defence  of 
liberty.   13.  May  the  enemies  of  America  be  turned  into  salt- 
petre, and  go  off  in  hot  blasts.    14.  May  Great  Britain  see  her 
error  before  America  ceases  in  affection.    15.  May  America 
ever  be  the  dread  and  scourge  of  tyrants.    16.  The  daughters 
°f  America  in  the  arms  of  their  brave  defenders  only.  17. 


1  Upcott,  ir.  317. 
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Death  and  jack-boots,  before  dishonor  and  wooden  shoes.  18. 
The  glorious  nineteenth  of  April,  when  the  brave  Americans 
convinced  General  Gage  and  the  friends  of  tyranny,  that  they 
dare  fight  and  conquer  also.1 

July  7. — It  is  said  that  Governor  Martin,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, has  issued  a  proclamation,'  "  tending  to  persuade,  seduce, 

Mmrtin'.  intimidate  the  good  people  of  that  province 

Proclamation.  from  taking  measures  to  preserve  those  rights  and 
that  liberty,  to  which,  as  subjects  of  a  British  king,  they  have 
the  most  undoubted  claim,"  and  that  "  the  committee  of  the 
counties  of  New  Hanover,  Brunswick,  Bladen,  Dublin,  and 
Orslow,  in  order  to  prevent  the  pernicious  influence  of  the  said 
proclamation,  have  unanimously  resolved  that,  in  their  opinion, 
his  excellency  Josiah  Martin,  Esq.,  hath,  by  the  said  procla- 
mation and  by  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct  since  the  un- 
happy disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  dis- 
covered himself  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  happiness  of  that  colony 
in  particular,  and  to  the  freedom,  rights,  and  privileges  of 
America  in  general." ' 

July  8. — This  forenoon,  a  trumpeter  came  from  the  regu- 
lar's army,  with  a  letter  from  General  Burgoyne  to  General  Lee ; 
Burgomoand  an(*  was  conducted  blindfolded  by  the  guards, 
to  the  head-quarters,  in  Cambridge.  After  de- 
livering the  letter  he  was  permitted  to  return.  The  contents 
of  this  letter  has  occasioned  much  speculation  and  is  variously 
reported  ;  but  we  hear  the  substance  of  it  is  nothing  more  than 
this  :  That  General  Burgoyne  laments  being  obliged  to  act  in 
opposition  to  a  gentleman  for  whom  he  formerly  entertained 
a  great  veneration  ;  but  that  his  conduct  proceeds  from  princi- 
ple, and  doubts  not  that  General  Lee  is  actuated  by  the  same 
motive  ;  he  wishes  affairs  may  be  accommodated,  and  desires 
to  have  a  conference  with  General  Lee.4 

Tli is  has  been  proposed  to  the  general  officers,  and  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  but  they  declare  against  it,  as  it  has  given 

1  Rivington'n  Gazetteer,  July  6.  1  Dated  Fort  Johnston,  June  15. 

•  Pennsylvania  Packet,  July  81.  4  New  York  Gazette,  July  24. 
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rise  to  suspicions  and  jealousies  among  the  men,  who  are  not 
ignorant  that  a  politeness  of  this  kind  one  hour,  is  quite  con- 
sistent with  cutting  tliroats  the  next.1 

Jcxy  9. — Yesterday  morning,  about  half-past  two  o'clock, 
we  were  called  up  and  informed  that  the  regulars  had  attacked 
the  lines  at  Roxbury.  We  heard  distinctly  the  firing  of  6mall 
arms  and  artillery  on  Roxbury  Neck,  and  soon  discovered  a 
great  fire  in  that  quarter,  but  two  hours  elapsed  before  we 
knew  the  cause,  which  was  as  follows : 

Two  hundred  volunteers,  from  the  Rhode  Island  and  Mas- 
sachusetts forces,  undertook  to  burn  a  guard-house  of  the  reg- 
ulars on  the  Neck,  within  three  hundred  yards  of  their 
principal  works.  They  detached  six  men,  about  skirmish  on 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  with  orders  to  cross  on  Boxbury  Neck- 
a  marsh  up  to  the  rear  of  the  guard-house,  and  there  to  watch 
an  opportunity  to  fire  it.  The  remainder  of  the  volunteers 
secreted  themselves  in  the  marsh  on  each  6ide  of  the  Neck, 
abont  two  hundred  yards  from  the  house.  Two  pieces  of  brass 
artillery  were  drawn  softly  on  the  marsh  within  three  hundred 
yards,  and  upon  a  signal  from  the  advanced  party  of  6ix  men, 
two  rounds  of  cannon  shot  were  fired  through  the  guard-house. 
Immediately  the  regulars,  who  formed  a  guard  of  forty-five  or 
fifty  men,  quitted  the  house  and  were  then  fired  on  by  the 
musketry,  who  drove  them  with  precipitation  into  their  lines. 
The  six  men  posted  near  the  house  set  fire  to  it,  and  burnt  it 
to  the  ground.  After  this  they  burnt  another  house  nearer 
the  lines,  without  losing  a  man.  They  took  two  muskets  and 
accoutrements,  a  halbert,  <fcc,  all  which  were  bloody,  and 
showed  evident  marks  of  loss  on  the  part  of  the  regulars.  The 
houses  have  been  a  long  while  made  use  of  by  the  regulars  as 
an  advanced  post,  -and  has  given  them  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
covering our  operations  at  Roxbury.' 

July  10. — A  gentleman  who  came  out  of  Boston  to-day, 

1  Mukoe  to  Clift,  July  9 ;  also  Holt's  Journal,  July  27. 
1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Camp  at  Cambridge,  July  9,  in  Holt's  Journal, 
Joly  27. 
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Bays  the  inhabitants  have  been  numbered,  and  amount  to  six 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-three.  The 
soldiers  number,  women  and  children,  thirteen 
thousand  six  hundred.  Three  hundred  Tories  are  chosen  to 
patrol  the  streets ;  forty-nine  at  night.  It  is  very  sickly 
there ;  from  ten  to  thirty  funerals  in  a  day,  and  no  bells  al- 
lowed to  toll ;  Master  Lovell'  has  been  taken  up  and  put  in 
jail,  in  consequence  of  some  letters  found  in  Dr.  Warren's 
pockets. 

The  regular  officers  say  :  "  Damn  the  rebels,  they  will  not 
flinch."  A  great  number  of  floating  batteries  are  building, 
and  five  transports  and  three  sloops  are  sailed  for  hay  and 
wood  to  the  eastward. 

This  gentleman  also  says,  that  the  officers  and  soldiers 
triumph  very  much  at  the  death  of  Dr.  Warren,  saying,  it  is 
better  to  them  than  five  hundred  men.* 

The  following  instructions  for  the  officers  of  the  several 
regiments  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  forces,  who  are  immediately 
Maasnchrwtts   to  go  upon  the  recruiting  service,  were  issued  this 
Recruiting  o«to».  mornmgat  Cambridge,  by  General  Gates :— "  Yon 

are  not  to  enlist  any  deserter  from  the  ministerial  army,  nor 
any  stroller,  negro,  or  vagabond,  or  person  suspected  of  being 
an  enemy  to  the  liberty  of  America,  nor  any  under  eighteen 
years  of  age. 

"  As  the  cause  is  the  best  that  can  engage  men  of  courage 
and  principle  to  take  up  arms  ;  so  it  is  expected  that  none  but 
such  will  be  accepted  by  the  recruiting  officer.  The  pay,  pro- 
vision, Ac,  being  so  ample,  it  is  not  doubted  but  that  the 
officers  sent  upon  this  service  will,  without  delay,  complete 
their  respective  corps,  and  march  the  men  forthwith  to  camp. 

"  You  are  not  to  enlist  any  person  who  is  not  an  American 
bom,  unless  such  person  has  a  wife  and  family,  and  is  a  settled 
resident  in  this  country.  The  persons  you  enlist  must  be  pro- 
vided with  good  and  complete  arms."  9 


1  James  Lovcll,  the  schoolmaster.  1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  26. 

•  Gaines'  Mercury,  July  24. 
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JrLY  11. — A  correspondent  informs  us  that  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen appointed  to  command  a  company  of  riflemen,  to  be 
raised  in  one  of  the  frontier  counties  of  Pennsyl-  ivnn<yiv«ni» 
vania,  had  so  many  applications  from  the  people  ki,1«»,cft- 
in  his  neighborhood,  to  be  enrolled  for  the  service,  that  a 
greater  number  presented  than  his  instructions  permitted  him  to 
engage,  and  being  unwilling  to  give  offence  to  any,  thought 
of  the  following  expedient.  He,  with  a  piece  of  chalk,  drew 
on  a  board  the  figure  of  a  nose  of  the  common  size,  which  he 
placed  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  declar- 
ing that  those  who  should  come  nearest  the  mark  should  be 
enlisted.  Sixty  odd  hit  the  object. — General  Gage,  take  care 
of  your  nose.1 

The  regulars  are  situated  on  Bunker's  and  Breed's  Hills, 
both  on  the  peninsula,  where  the  late  town  of  Charlestown 
stood,  and  within  reach  and  under  the  cover  of  The  AmiUs»t 
the  guns,  from  the  batteries  in  the  town  of  Boston,  w**100- 
and  the  ships  in  the  harbor,  and  of  a  number  of  floating  bat- 
teries, which  they  have  built,  that  cany  two  guns  in  their 
bows,  two  in  their  sterns,  and  one  on  each  side.  The  Ameri- 
cans arc  situated  near  Charles  river,  about  two  hundred  rods 
below  Harvard  College,  where  they  have  a  redoubt,  which 
begins  the  line ;  then  about  sixty  rods  from  that  another  re- 
doubt, and  lines  continued  near  one  hundred  rods.  At  Charles- 
town  road,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  at  the  foot  of  Prospect 
Hill,  another  redoubt,  and  strong  fortification.  On  Prospect 
Hill,  is  I)u(namJ8  post,  a  very  strong  fortification  ;  and  be- 
tween that  and  Winter  Hill  a  redoubt.  On  "Winter  Hill,  a 
6trong  citadel,  and  lines  over  Charlestown  road,  to  Mystic  ; 
then  in  Mr.  Temple's  pasture,  a  strong  redoubt,  that  com- 
mands to  Mystic  river,  so  that  they  have  a  complete  line  of  cir- 
cumvallation  from  Charles  river  to  Mvstic  river.  The  Ameri- 
cans'  main  fortress  is  on  Prospect  Hill ;  the  regulars  on 
Bunkers  Hill,  within  cannon  shot  of  each  other.  A  hill  be- 
tween these  two  posts,  a  little  to  the  eastward  of  Prospect  Hill, 

1  Virginia  Gazette,  July  22. 
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called  CobLte  Hill,  will  soon  create  a  »qu<Mle  as  to  which  shall 
have  it.  It  will  not  be  many  days  before  a  contest  begins, 
which  will  probably  bring  on  a  general  engagement.  In  four 
or  five  days  more,  the  Americans  will  be  well  prepared,  and 
won't  care  how  soon  the  regulars  come ;  the  sooner  the  better. 
At  Roxbury  side  the  regulars  have  dug  across  the  neck,  and 
let  the  water  through,  and  the  Americans  in  turn,  have  in- 
trenched across  the  outer  end  of  the  neck,  and  are  strongly  for- 
tified there,  and  on  the  hill  by  the  meeting-house ;  so  strong, 
that  it  is  believed  every  man  in  Boston,  and  at  Bunker's  and 
Breed's  Hills  must  fall,  before  they  can  force  a  passage  that 
way  into  the  country.1 

July  12. — Tins  afternoon,  at  fifty-five  minutes  past  three 
o'clock,  there  was  a  violent  shock  of  an  earthquake  at  Jessup- 
Ei»rthq.i«tke    borough,  twelve  miles  southwest  of  Lake  George.' 
at  Lake  (ieorg*.  wag  muci1  agitated,  with  small  tossing, 

agile  waves,  and  the  noise  thereof  as  loud  as  thunder ;  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  some  people  that  were  building  a 
house  could  sit  on  the  timber.  At  fifty-one  minutes  after  six, 
and  forty-one  minutes  after  seven,  were  two  small  shocks  with 
less  noise.' 

During  a  severe  cannonade  at  Boxbnry,  last  week,  a  bomb, 
thirteen  inches  in  diameter,  fell  within  the  American  lines,  and 
burnt  furiously,  when  four  of  the  artillerymen  ran  up,  and  one 
kicked  out  the  fuse,  saved  the  bomb,  and  probably  some  lives 
— a  stroke  of  heroism  worthy  of  record.  The  regulars  have  so 
hardened  the  provincials  by  their  repeated  firing,  that  a  can- 
nonading is  just  as  much  minded  as  a  common  thunder  shower. 
All  things  look  well.  The  provincials  arc  now  strongly  posted, 
as  are  the  regulars.  Neither  side  are  willing  to  attack  each 
other  in  their  lines. 

We  have  just  got  over  land  from  Cape  Cod,  a  large  fleet  of 
whale  boats ;  in  a  day  or  two  we  shall  man  them  in  Cambridge 

'  Ilolt's  Journal,  July  27.  ■  In  New  York. 

•Pennsylvania  Journal,  August  9:— The  first  shock  was  considerable  at 
Ticonderoga,  Fort  Edward,  and  was  felt  by  some  people  in  Albany. 
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and  Mvstie  rivers,  and  try  to  keep  the  regulars'  boats  from 
insulting  us.1 

Jult  16. — As  to  intelligence  from  Boston,  it  is  seldom  we 
are  able  to  collect  any  that  may  be  relied  on  ;  and  to  repeat 
the  vague  flying  rumors  would  be  endless.  We  suffering  in 
heard  yesterday  by  one  Mr.  Rolston,  a  goldsmith,  i*<»t*>n- 
who  got  out  from  Boston  in  a  fishing  schooner,  that  the  distress 
of  the  troops  increases  fast,  their  beef  is  spent,  their  malt  and 
cider  all  gone  ;  all  the  fresh  provisions  they  can  procure,  they 
are  obliged  to  give  to  the  6ick  and  wounded  ;  that  thirteen  of 
the  provincials  who  were  in  jail,  and  were  wounded  at  Charles- 
town,  are  dead ;  that  no  man  dared  to  be  seen  talking  to  his 
friend  in  the  street ;  that  they  are  obliged  to  be  within  every 
evening  at  ten  o'clock  according  to  martial  law,  nor  can  any 
inhabitant  walk  the  streets  after  that  time  without  a  pass  from 
Gage ;  that  Gage  has  ordered  all  the  molasses  to  be  distilled 
into  mm  for  the  soldiers  ;  that  he  has  taken  away  all  licenses 
for  gelling  of  liquors,  and  given  them  to  his  creatures  ;  that  he 
has  issued  an  order  that  no  one  else  shall  sell  under  a  penalty 
of  ten  pounds  ;  that  the  spirit  which  prevails  among  the  sol- 
diers is  that  of  malice  and  revenge ;  that  there  is  no  true 
courage  to  be  observed  among  them  ;  that  their  duty  is  hard, 
alwavs  holding  themselves  in  readiness  for  an  attack,  which 
they  are  in  continual  fear  of;  that  Doctor  Eliot*  was  not  on 
board  of  a  man-of-war  as  was  reported  ;  Mr.  Lovel,  with  many 
others,  is  certainly  in  jail ;  that  last  week  a  poor  milch  cow 
was  killed  in  town  and  sold  for  a  shilling  sterling  a  pound  ; 
that  the  transports  from  Ireland  and  New  York  arrived  last 
week,  but  every  additional  man  adds  to  their  distress.' 

July  19. — Wednesday  evening  last,  a  number  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  collected  at  a  place  called  East  Farms,  in  Connec- 
ticut, where  they  had  a  needless  entertainment,  and  made 
themselves  extremely  merry  with  a  good  glass  of  wine.  Such 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Cambridge  in  the  New  York  Gazette,  July  31. 
'  Andrew  Eliot,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  new  church  in  Boston. 
1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  August  2. 
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entertainments  and  diversions  can  hardly  be  justified  upon 
any  occasion  ;  but  at  such  a  day  as  this,  when  every  thing 
around  us  has  a  threatening  aspect,  they  ought  to  be  dis- 
countenanced, and  every  good  man  should  use  his  influence  to 
suppress  them.  And  are  not  such  diversions  and  entertain- 
ments a  violation  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  Association  of  the 
Continental  Congress  ?  And  is  it  not  expected  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  will  examine  into  such  matters,  and  if  they 
find  any  persons  guilty  of  violating  said  Association,  that  they 
treat  them  according  as  the  rules  of  it  prescribe  ? 1 

Last  Monday  night,  two  men  belonging  to  the  Swan,  Cap- 
tain Ayscough,  being  on  shore,  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  saw 

Alarm  at  Newport  ^  to  attemPt  aT1  eseal)C  from  their  old  and  de- 
tested  habitation.  The  next  morning  two  or  three 
of  the  ferry  boats  which  pass  between  Newport  and  Co- 
nanicut  were  fired  upon  and  brought  to,  an  event  so  singular 
that  two  respectable  members  of  the  committee  waited  upon 
Captain  Ayscough  to  know  the  reason.  He  told  them  that 
two  of  his  men  the  night  before  were  sent  on  shore. upon  some 
errand,  and  had  not  returned,  and  added,  tliat  he  was  confi- 
dent the  inhabitants  knew  where  they  were,  and  that  they 
were  detained  by  them  purposely.  The  two  gentlemen  de- 
clared themselves  ignorant  of  the  matter,  and  believed  the 
whole  town  to  be.  However,  to  pacify  Captain  Ayscough, 
they  assured  him  that  they  would  summon  the  committee  to- 
gether, inquire  into  the  matter,  and,  at  the  same  time,  desired 
Captain  Ayscough  to  write  a  letter  to  the  committee,  stating 
his  grievance.  This  he  did,  and  they  promised  to  wait  on  him 
in  the  afternoon  with  an  answer.  As  the  captain's  letter  was 
rather  in  the  threatening  style,  the  committee  could  not  help 
inquiring  what  he  meant  thereby,  and  assured  him  in  their  . 
reply,  that  they  were  not  to  be  intimidated,  and  did  not  think 
themselves  by  any  means  accountable  for  the  desertion  of  any 
of  his  men.  Captain  Ayscough  read  the  letter  with  considera- 
ble composure,  folded  it  up  and  then  gave  it  to  Wallace,  cap- 
tain of  the  Rose;  Ayscough,  at  this  time,  being  on  board 

•  Barber's  Historical  Collections  of  Connecticut,  page  175. 
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Wallace's  ship.  Captain  "Wallace  immediately  flew  into  a 
most  terrible  passion,  threw  the  letter  down  in  a  violent  tit  of 
rage,  damned  the  committee  and  the  Congress,  and  swore  at 
Ayscough  for  writing  to  such  a  parcel  of  damned  rebels,  and 
declared  that  if  he  knew  the  two  gentlemen  who  were  then 
present  to  be  of  the  committee  they  never  should  go  on  shore 
again.  They  endeavored  to  pacify  him,  but  in  vain.  He 
swore,  repeatedly,  that  if  there  was  a  God  in  heaven,  the  town 
should  be  destroyed  before  morning ;  that  he  was  the  king's 
officer  and  would  not  be  insulted.  Hereupon  the  two  gentle- 
men left  the  ship.  A  signal  gun  was  instantly  discharged,  and 
the  three  pirates  in  the  harbor  and  their  tender  immediately 
weighed  anchor  and  came  close  in  with  the  town.  Their  tom- 
kins  were  taken  out,  the  marines  on  board  beat  to  arms, 
and  all  the  hostile  preparations  imaginable  going  forward 
against  a  defenceless  seaport,  consisting  (exclusive  of  the  men) 
of  not  less  than  six  thousand  women  and  children.  About  . 
half-past  nine  in  the  evening,  a  cannon  was  discharged  from 
the  Rose,  when  many  really  thought  the  firing  on  the  town 
was  begun.  Several  women  fainted  away  ;  others  went  into 
fits,  and  a  few  absolutely  miscarried  by  the  fright. 

This  morning  about  one  or  two  o'clock,  one  of  the  Swan's 
men  returned,  and  in  order,  it  is  supposed,  to  save  himself 
from  a  flogging,  as  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  give  some  account 
of  himself,  he  invented  the  following  lie,  and  swore  to  it  iij>on  the 
Holy  Evangelist,  namely  :  "  That  the  Rhode  Island  rebels  had 
taken  him  and  his  companion,  and  wanted  that  they  should 
enlist  among  them  to  fight  against  the  king,  but  that  they  re- 
fused, and  because  they  did,  the  rebels  gagged  them  and  then 
carried  them  to  Providence  jail,  but  that  he  broke  away  and 
travelled  thirty  .miles  to  get  on  board  again  ;  "  with  much  of 
the  same  stuff. 

The  captains  of  the  pirates  either  believed  this  gross  and 
inconsistent  falsehood,  or  fain  would  make  the  inhabitants 
think  so ;  accordingly  it  was  taken  down  in  writing,  sent  on 
*We,  and  satisfaction  demanded,  or  the  town  should  certainly 

laid  in  ashes  that  very  day.  Another  cannon  was  now 
discharged,  four  ferry  boats  and  two  wood  sloops  seized,  quanti- 
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ties  of  tar  and  other  inflammatory  and  combustible  matter  put 
into  the  same,  in  order  to  set  on  lire  and  send  into  the  wharves, 
as  a  more  expeditious  way  of  destroying  the  town  than  by  can- 
non only  ;  the  cannon  at  the  same  time  were  to  be  fired  on 
every  part  of  the  town.  The  court-house,  Doctor  Stiles'* 
meeting-house,  and  the  printing  office  were  first  of  all  to  feel 
the  effects  of  this  horrid  plot.  The  most  terrible  parade  was 
kept  up  by  these  low  ministerial  tools  till  near  two  o'clock 
this  afternoon,  when  two  persons  of  undoubted  veracity  (farm- 
ers within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  town)  went  on  board  the 
Swan.  One  of  these  gentlemen  assured  the  captains  of  the 
three  ships,  that  he  saw  the  stragglers,  for  whose  desertion 
6iich  terrible  confusion  had  ensued,  in  his  corn-field  yester- 
day morning,  and  described  them  ;  the  other  gentleman  de- 
clared that  he  saw  them  in  the  afternoon  near  where  he  was 
making  hay,  and  likewise  described  them.  After  fully  proving 
that  they  knew  the  men,  by  pointing  out  the  one  who  had  re- 
turned, notwithstanding  four  others  were  first  produced  in 
order  to  deceive  them,  they  came  on  shore ;  when,  all  at  once, 
the  boats  and  prisoners  were  dismissed,  the  ships  weighed 
anchor  and  stood  up  the  river. 

Let  every  honest  American  rise  up  in  opposition  to  such 
inhuman,  and  must  we  add,  when  qxaking  of  Britofts  too, 
worse  than  savage  cruelty.  To  prepare,  after  so  hostile  a 
manner,  to  destroy  thousands  of  lives  and  ruin  vast  estates, 
merely  because  two  drunken  wretches  had  fled  from  a  ship 
under  the  command  of  a  petty  tyrant,  is  what  will  make  a 
considerable  figure  in  some  future  page,  when  our  many  trials 
are  handed  down  to  posterity  by  some  able  historian." 

A  writer  says  that  General  Gage's  army  is  now  divided 
into  three  companies.    "  The  first  company  is  under  ground  ; 
m   ,  k        the  second  is  above  ground  ;  the  third  is  in  the 

Gftge  s  Army.  <- 

hospital ;  and  the  general  has  received  express 
orders  from  home  for  the  second  and  third  companies  to  march 
and  follow  the  first."  " 

*  Ezra  Stiles,  D.  D.,  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  In  Newport. 
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Yesterday  morning,  according  to  orders  issued  the  day  be- 
fore by  Major-General  Putnam,  all  the  continental  troops 
under  his  immediate  command  assembled  on  Prospect  Hill, 
when  the  declaration  of  the  Continental  Congress1  was  read, 
after  which  an  animated  and  pathetic  address  to  the  army  was 
made  bv  the  Reverend  Mr.  Leonard,'  chaplain  to  General 
Putnam's  regiment,  and  succeeded  by  a  pertinent  prayer ; 
when  General  Putnam  gave  the  signal,  and  the  whole  army 
shouted  their  loud  amen  by  three  cheers  ;  upon  which  a  cannon 
was  fired  from  the  fort,  and  the  standard  lately  sent  to  General 
Putnam  was  exhibited,  flourishing  in  the  air,  bearing  on  one 
side  this  motto,  An  Appeal  to  Heaven,  and  on  the  other  side, 
Qn  Transtulit  Sustinet.  The  whole  was  conducted  with 
the  utmost  decency,  good  order,  and  regularity,  and  to  the 
universal  acceptance  of  all  present.  And  the  Puilistines  on 
Bunker's  Hill  heard  the  shout  of  the  Israelites,  and,  being 
very  fearful,  paraded  themselves  in  battle  array.' 

A  report  is  current,  that  the  troops  will  not  winter  at  Bos- 
ton, but  the  province  they  are  to  remove  to  is  not  clear.  Some 
say  Rhode  Island  will  be  the  head-quarters,  others  Troop9  to  WMt| 
New  York,  with  Long  Island,  as  it  lies  so  con-  frwm  Bo*ton- 
tiguous.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  either  of  these  provinces  is 
•  more  desirable  and  proper  climate  for  troops  to  winter  in 
than  Boston,  and  at  Boston  no  good  can  be  expected  from  the 
winter  campaign,  whereas  there  is  a  chance  of  doing  something 
on  new  ground,  and  among  new  people,  not  bo  expert  in 
arms  or  so  inured  to  the  field.  What  adds  to  the  probability 
of  the  report  is,  that  such  a  measure  would  embarrass  the  Pro- 
vincials more  than  any  other  whatever,  for  the  men,  who  still 
look  on  themselves  as  trained  militia  only,  would  think  they 
had  a  right  to  be  discharged  when  they  had  no  enemy  to  op- 
pose, and  the  peace  of  their  province  as  it  were  totally  restored. 
Whereas,  according  to  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  leaders 
of  that  unfortunate  town  and  province,  they  must  by  all  means 

1  The  declaration  of  the  Continental  Congress,  setting  forth  the  causes  and 
n«c<*sitj  of  their  taking  up  arms.— See  American  Eloquence,  vol.  i.,  p.  286. 
*  Abiel  Leonard,  DJ).  1  Virginia  Gazette,  August  12. 


Digitized  by  Google 


US 


DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


[1775. 


persuade  the  men  to  follow  the  regulars  to  any  distant  prov- 
ince, in  order  to  stir  up  the  same  spirit  of  opposition  there, 
that  has  reigned  in  Boston ;  for  it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  if 
government  gains  any  one  province  over  to  its  side,  the  busi- 
ness is  done,  and  the  others  would  soon  follow.  Another  thing 
in  favor  of  the  troops  moving  is,  that  it  would  probably  alarm 
the  Congress  so  much,  that  that  august  and  respectable  assem- 
bly would  soon  break  up,  there  being  a  great  deal  of  difference 
between  holding  such  meeting  with  a  body  of  troops  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  in  having  no  forces  near  them  for  hundreds 
of  miles.' 

July  21. — Yesterday,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  delegates  in  the  lion.  Continental  Congress,  was  observed 

F«t  d»  Vlt^  utmost  solemnity,  by  fasting,  abstinence, 
and  devotion.  In  all  the  churches  in  New  York 
were  large  congregations,  and  excellent  discourses,  delivered 
from  the  several  pulpits,  expressive  of  the  truly  calamitous 
situation  of  this  unhappy  continent.' 

At  New  Castle,  in  Delaware,  the  Reverend  J5neas  Ross 
delivered  a  discourse  in  the  morning,  from  Deut.  23,  9th  verse, 
"When  the  host  goeth  forth  against  the  enemy,  then  keep 
thee  from  every  wicked  thing !  "  And  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Reverend  Joseph  Montgomery  preached  from  Deut.  29th 
chap.,  9th  and  10th  verses  transposed,  "  Ye  stand  this  day 
all  of  you  before  the  Lord  your  God  ;  your  captains  of  your 
tribes,  your  elders  and  vour  officers,  with  all  the  men  of  Israel : 
keep  therefore  the  words  of  this  covenant  and  do  them,  that  ye 
may  prosper  in  all  that  ye  do  !  "  Both  of  the  services  were 
attended  by  all  the  militia,  with  their  proper  officers  in  their 
uniform,  and  a  numerous  concourse  of  the  other  inhabitants.1 

July  24. — By  authentic  accounts  from  South  Carolina,  we 
are  informed  that  the  colony  of  Georgia  has  appointed  dele- 
.  gates  to  the  Continental  Congress  now  in  Philadelphia,  where 
they  may  be  expected  daily  to  arrive.    The  same  accounts 

1  Upcott,  vol.  iv.,  p.  319.  1  New  York  Garette,  July  24. 
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inform,  that  the  people  of  Carolina  have  taken  into  their  pos- 
session about  one  hundred  and  thirty  barrels  of  gunpowder 

imported  in  the  ship  ,  Captain  Maitland,  from  London, 

on  Government  account.' 

July  25. — Captain  Dowdle,  with  his  company  of  riflemen, 
from  Vorktown,  Pennsylvania,  arrived  at  Cambridge  about 
one  o'clock  to-day,  and  since  has  made  proposals  Dowdjc.B  Rlfle. 
to  General  "Washington  to  attack  the  transport  mon- 
stationed  at  Charles  river.  He  will  engage  to  take  her  with 
thirty  men.  The  general  thinks  it  best  to  decline  it  at  present ; 
but  at  the  same  time  commends  the  spirit  of  Captain  Dowdle 
and  his  brave  men,  who,  though  they  just  came  a  very  long 
march,  offered  to  execute  the  plan  immediately.' 

Jily  2S. — A  deserter  from  Boston  says,  that,  yesterday 
morning.  General  Gage  surrendered  in  the  orders  of  the  day, 
his  command  of  the  army  to  General  Howe,  and  Rninor  of  0mf^ 
now  acts  onlv  as  a  Civil  Governor :  that  he  is  K«»i*natioa. 
lampooned  and  despised  by  the  whole  army  ;  that  Howe  is 
mach  censured  for  his  mode  of  attack  on  our  lines  last  month  ; 
that  their  artillery  was  wretchedly  served  ;  and,  what  is  more 
Btrange,  that  all  their  spare  cartridges  which  they  brought  out, 
were  twelve-pounders,  and  they  took  only  nine-pounders  can- 
non, 60  that  when  the  Americans  were  obliged  to  quit  their 
lines,  the  regulars  had  not  one  round  of  artillery.1 

Jilt  30. — Last  Friday  the  regulars  cut  several  trees,  and 
were  busy  all  night  in  throwing  up  a  line,  and  Skirml(lhon 
Abatis  in  front  of  it.   In  the  evening  orders  were  ch^»tw*n  N«*- 
given  to  the  York  County  Kifleraen  to  march  down  to  our 

'  Holt's  Journal,  July  27.    Last  night  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  the  Georgia 
p*ckct,  from  Georgia,  in  which  came  passengers  the  Hon.  John  Houston,  Archi- 
Bullock,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones,  Lyman  Hall,  and  Doctor  Zuhly,  delegates 
•Ppoimed  to  represent  that  colony  in  the  Continental  Congress.— Pennsylvania 
P*clctt}  August  14. 

'  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  July  25,  in  the  Pennsyl- 

Journal,  August  9. 
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advanced  post  on  Charlestown  Neck,  to  endeavor  to  surround 
the  advanced  guard,  and  to  bring  off  some  prisoners,  from 
whom  we  expected  to  learn  their  design  in  throwing  up  the  ab- 
batis  on  the  Neck.  The  rifle  company  divided,  and  executed 
their  plan  in  the  following  manner :  Captain  Dowdle,  with 
thirty-nine  men,  filed  off  to  the  right  of  Bunker's  Hill,  and 
creeping  on  their  hands  and  knees,  got  into  the  rear  without 
being  discovered.  The  other  division  of  forty  men  under 
Lieutenant  Miller,  were  equally  successful  in  getting  behind 
the  sentinels  on  the  left,  and  were  within  a  few  yards  of 
joining  the  division  on  the  right,  when  a  party  of  regulars  came 
down  the  hill  to  relieve  their  guard,  and  crossed  our  riflemen 
under  Captain  Dowdle,  as  they  were  lying  on  the  ground  in 
an  Indian  file.  The  regulars  were  within  twenty  yards  of  our 
men  before  they  saw  them,  and  immediately  fired.  The  rifle- 
men  returned  the  salute,  killed  several,  brought  off  two  prison- 
ers, and  their  arms,  with  the  loss  of  Corporal  Creuse,  who  is 
supposed  to  be  killed,  as  he  has  not  been  heard  of  since  the 
affair. 

In  return  for  this  the  regulars  alarmed  us  last  night  in  their 
turn.  At  one  o'clock  this  morning,  a  heavy  firing  of  small 
arms  and  cannon  occasioned  our  drums  to  be  beat  to  arms,  and 
the  corps  were  immediately  ordered  to  their  posts.  The  firing 
continued  in  three  different  quarters,  Roxbury,  Sewell's  Point 
at  the  mouth  of  Cambridge  river,  and  at  the  advanced  post  at 
Charlestown  Neck.  Some  hours  elapsed  before  we  knew  the  de- 
sign of  the  enemy,  which  was  this:  We  had  surrounded  some 
of  their  out-guard  the  night  before,  which  induced  them  to 
6ervc  our  sentinels  in  like  manner. 

They  sent  two  flat-bottomed  boats  to  Sewell'fl  Point  to  at- 
tack our  redoubt  there.  The  boats,  after  a  useless  fire  of  sev- 
eral hours,  retired.  The  picquet  guard  of  the  enemy  on 
Charlestown  Neck,  attacked  and  drove  in  our  advanced  guard, 
who,  being  reinforced  by  General  Lee's  orders,  recovered  their 
ground  and  beat  the  enemy,  killed  several,  and  brought  off  seven 
muskets  without  losing  a  man,  although  our  men  engaged 
them  under  their  guns,  within  point  blank  shot  of  their  lines.1 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  August  12. 
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August  4. — The  good  people  of  Virginia  now  consider  Lord 
Dnninore  as  their  mortal  enemy,  and  will  no  longer  brook  the 
niany  gross  insults  they  have  received  from  him,  which  are 
daily  repeated  ;  and  the  d — d  shirtmen,  as  they  are  emphati- 
cally called  by  some  of  his  minions,  it  is  more  than  probable, 
vill  make  some  of  them  rue,  before  long,  their  ill-timed,  base, 
and  ungenerous  conduct.1 

An  officer  in  General  Gage's  army  says : — "  The  reason 
that  60  many  more  of  the  king's  troops  were  wounded  than 
killed  in  the  late  action  in  New  England,  is,  that  the  Amer- 
icans use  a  small  shot,  called  buck  shot,  which  is  much  smaller 
than  the  soldiers'  bullets." ' 

Last  Sabbath,  a  child  of  Colonel  Robinson,  of  Dorchester, 
Massachusetts,  was  baptized  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Dunbar,'  of 
Stoughton,  by  the  name  of  George  Washington.4 

August  7. — On  Friday  evening  last,  arrived  at  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  on  their  way  to  the  American  camp,  Captain 
fresap's  company  of  riflemen,  consisting  of  one 
nnndred  and  thirty  active,  brave  young  fellows  ; 
toany  of  whom  have  been  in  the  late  expedition  under  Lord 
Dunmore,  against  the  Indians.  They  bear  in  their  bodies  visi- 
ble marks  of  their  prowess,  and  show  scars  and  wounds  which 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  August  16.      '  Samuel  Dunbar,  D.  D. 

'  Gaines'  Mercury,  August  14  4  Constitutional  Gazette,  August  28. 
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would  do  honor  to  Ilomer's  Hiad.  They  show  you,  to  use  the 
poet's  words : — 

41  Where  the  gor'd  battle  bled  at  every  vein !  " 

One  of  these  warriors,  in  particular,  shows  the  cicatrices  of 
four  bullet  holes  through  his  body.  These  men  have  been 
bred  in  the  woods  to  hardships  and  dangers  from  their  infancy. 
They  appear  as  if  they  were  entirely  unacquainted  with,  and 
had  never  felt  the  passion  of  fear.  With  their  rifles  in  their 
hands,  they  assume  a  kind  of  omnipotence  over  their  enemies. 
One  cannot  much  wonder  at  this,  when  we  mention  a  fact 
which  ean  be  fully  attested  by  several  of  the  reputable  per- 
sons who  were  eye-witnesses  of  it.  Two  brothers  in  the  com- 
pany took  a  piece  of  board  five  inches  broad  and  seven  inches 
long,  with  a  bit  of  white  paper,  about  the  size  of  a  dollar, 
nailed  in  the  centre,  and  while  one  of  them  supported  this 
board  perpendicularly  between  his  knees,  the  other,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  upwards  of  sixty  yards,  and  without  any  kind  of  rest, 
shot  eight  bullets  through  it  successively,  and  spared  a  brother's 
thigh  !  Another  of  the  company  held  a  barrel  stave  perpen- 
dicularly in  his  hands  with  one  edge  close  to  his  side,  while 
one  of  his  comrades,  at  the  same  distance,  and  in  the  manner 
before  mentioned,  shot  several  bullets  through  it,  without  any 
apprehension  of  danger  on  either  side.  The  spectators  appear- 
ing to  be  amazed  at  these  feats,  were  told  that  there  were  up- 
wards of  fifty  persons  in  the  same  company  who  could  do  the 
same  tiling  ;  that  there  was  not  one  who  could  not  plug  nine- 
teen bullets  out  of  twenty,  as  they  termed  it,  within  an  inch 
of  the  head  of  a  tenpenny  nail.  In  short,  to  evince  the  confi- 
dence they  possessed  in  their  dexterity  at  these  kind  of  arms, 
some  of  them  proposed  to  stand  with  apples  on  their  heads, 
while  others  at  the  same  distance,  undertook  to  shoot  them  ofF; 
but  the  people  who  saw  the  other  experiments  declined  to  be 
witnesses  of  this.  At  night  a  great  fire  was  kindled  around  a 
pole  planted  in  the  Court  House  Square,  where  the  company, 
with  the  captain  at  their  head,  all  naked  to  the  waist,  and 
painted  like  savages,  (except  the  captain,  who  was  in  an  Indian 
sliirt,)  indulged  a  vast  concourse  of  people  with  a  perfect  exhi- 
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bition  of  a  war-dance,  and  all  the  manoeuvres  of  Indians,  hold- 
ing council,  going  to  war,  circumventing  their  enemies  by  de- 
files, ambuscades,  attacking,  scalping,  <fcc.  It  is  said  by  those 
who  are  judges,  that  no  representation  could  possibly  come 
nearer  the  original.  The  captain's  expertness  and  agility,  in 
particular,  in  these  experiments  astonished  every  beholder. 
This  morning  they  will  set  out  on  their  march  for  Cambridge.' 

August  8. — The  riflemen  on  their  way  from  the  southern 
colonies  through  the  country,  administer  the  new-fashioned 
discipline  of  tar  and  feathers  to  the  obstinate  and  refractory 
Tories  that  they  meet  on  their  road,  which  has  a  very  good 
effect.  Those  whose  crimes  are  of  a  more  atrocious  nature, 
they  punish  by  sending  them  to  General  Gage.  They  took  a 
man  in  Xew  Milford,  Connecticut,  a  most  incorrigible  Tory, 
who  called  them  d — d  rebels,  &c,  and  made  him  walk  before 
them  to  Litchfield,  which  is  twenty  miles,  and  carry  one  of  his 
own  geese  all  the  way  in  his  hand.  When  they  arrived  there, 
they  tarred  him,  and  made  him  pluck  his  goose,  and  then 
bestowed  the  feathers  on  him,  drummed  him  out  of  the  com- 
pany, and  obliged  him  to  kneel  down  and  thank  them  for  their 
lenity/ 

August  9. — This  morning  the  following  appeal  was  posted 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia «  To  the  Spinners  in  this  city, 
the  suburbs,  and  country  : — Your  services  are  now  wanted  to 
promote  the  American  Manufactory,  at  the  corner  of  Market 
and  Ninth  streets,  where  cotton,  wool,  flax,  &c,  are  delivered 
oat ;  strangers,  who  apply,  are  desired  to  bring  a  few  lines,  by 
way  of  recommendation,  from  some  respectable  person  in  their 
neighborh 

One  distinguishing  characteristic  of  an  excellent  woman, 
**  given  by  the  wisest  of  men,  is,  "  That  she  seeketh  wool  and 
flax,  and  worketh  willingly  with  her  hands  to  the  spindle,  and 
her  hands  holdeth  the  distaff."    In  this  time  of  public  distress, 

1  Virginia  Gazette,  September  9,  and  Pennsylyania  Journal,  August  28 
1  Barber's  Historical  Collection*  of  Connecticut,  page  480. 
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you  have  now,  each  of  you,  an  opportunity  not  only  to  help  to 
sustain  your  families,  but  likewise  to  cast  your  mite  into  the 
treasury  of  the  public  good.  The  most  feeble  effort  to  help  to 
save  the  state  from  ruin,  when  it  is  all  you  can  do,  is  as  the 
widow's  mite,  entitled  to  the  same  reward  as  they  who,  of  their 
abundant  abilities,  have  cast  in  much." 1 

The  riflemen  from  York  County*  have  annoyed  the  regu- 
lars very  much.  By  a  gentleman  who  left  Boston  yesterday, 
we  hear  that  Captains  Percival  and  Sabine,  of  the  marines,  Cap- 
tain Johnson  of  the  royal  Irish,  and  Captain  Le  Moine  of  the 
Train,  were  killed  on  Monday.  Captain  Chctwyn,  son  of  Lord 
Chetwyn,  is  mortally  wounded.  The  number  of  privates  killed 
this  week  we  have  not  heard.  The  regulars  have  thrown  up  a 
breastwork  across  the  neck  at  the  foot  of  Bunker's  Hill,  to  se- 
cure their  sentrjes  and  advanced  guards.  Yesterday  Captain 
Morgan  arrived  from  Virginia  with  his  company  of  riflemen  ; 
but  they  are  grown  so  terrible  to  the  mercenaries,  that  nothing 
is  to  be  seen  from  their  breastworks  but  a  hat.  General  Gage 
has  built  thirteen  boats,  which  will  carry  sixty  men  each,  and 
they  have  been  several  days  practising  the  men  to  row  them 
about  in  Boston  harbor,  from  which  we  may  suppose  some 
party  is  to  be  made  by  water.' 

August  10. — Yesterday  the  Falcon  sloop-of-war,  under  the 

command  of  Captain  Lindzee,  hove  in  sight  of  Gloucester,  Cape 

Attack  on  Ann,4  and  seemed  to  be  in  quest  of  two  schooners 
Gloucester,    fmm  the  Wegt  Indieg^  boiind  to  Salem,  one  of 

which  he  soon  brought  too ;  the  other  taking  advantage  of  a  fair 
wind,  put  into  Gloucester  harbor  ;  but  Lindzee  having  made  a 
prize  of  the  first,  pursued  the  second  into  the  harbor,  and  brought 
the  first  with  him.  lie  anchored,  and  6ent  two  barges  with  fif- 
teen men  in  each,  armed  with  muskets  and  swivels.  These 
were  attended  by  a  whale  boat,  in  which  was  the  lieutenant  and 
six  privates,  with  orders  to  seize  the  loaded  schooner,  and  carry 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  August  9.  1  Pennsylvania. 

a  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Cambridge,  August  9;  Pennsylvania  Journal, 
August  16.  4  Massachusetts. 
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her  tinder  the  Falcon's  bow.  The  militia  and  other  inhabit- 
ants were  alarmed  at  this  dangerous  attempt,  and  prepared  for 
a  vigorous  opposition.  The  barge  men,  under  the  command  of 
the  lieutenant,  boarded  the  schooner  at  the  cabin  windows, 
which  provoked  a  smart  fire  from  the  people  on  the  shore,  by 
which  three  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  the  lieutenant 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  who  thereupon  returned  to  the  man-of- 
war.  Upon  this  Lindzee  sent  the  other  schooner  and  a  small 
cutter  he  had  to  attend  him,  well  armed,  with  orders  to  fire 
upon  the  damned  rebels,  wherever  they  could  see  them,  and 
that  lie  would  in  the  mean  time  cannonade.  lie  immediately 
fired  a  broadside  upon  the  thickest  settlements,  and  stood 
with  a  diabolical  pleasure  to  6ee  what  havoc  his  cannon 
might  make.  "  Now,"  said  he,  "  my  boys,  we  will  aim  at  the 
damned  Presbyterian  church.  "Well !  my  brave  fellows,  one 
shot  more  and  the  house  of  God  will  fall  before  vou."  While 
he  was  thus  venting  his  hellish  rage,  and  setting  himself  as  it 
were  against  heaven,  the  Almighty  was  on  our  side.  Not  a 
hall  struck  or  wounded  an  individual  person,  although  they 
went  through  our  houses  in  almost  every  direction  when  filled 
with  women  and  children.  Under  God  our  little  party  at  the 
water-side  performed  wonders,  for  they  soon  made  themselves 
masters  of  both  the  schooners,  the  cutter,  the  two  barges,  the 
hoat,  and  every  man  in  them,  and  all  that  pertained  to  them. 
In  the  action,  which  lasted  several  hours,  we  have  lost  but  one 
man,  two  others  wounded,  one  of  whom  is  since  dead,  the  other 
Tery  slightly  wounded.  "We  took,  of  the  men-of-war's  men, 
thirty-five ;  several  are  wounded,  and  one  since  dead  ;  twenty- 
four  are  sent  to  head-quarters.  The  remainder  being  impressed 
from  this  and  the  neighboring  towns,  are  permitted  to  return  to 
their  friends.  This  morning  Captain  Lindzee  warped  off  with 
hut  one-half  of  his  men,  with  neither  a  prize  boat  nor  tender, 
except  a  small  skiff  the  wounded  lieutenant  returned  in. 

Among  the  prisoners  taken,  is  one  Budd,  gunner  of  the 
Falcon  sloop-of-war,  who  was  some  time  ago  at  Machias  with  a 
number  of  others,  and  carried  to  "Worcester,  and  upon  being 
released  from  close  confinement,  took  an  opportunity  of  run- 
ning off  with  a  few  of  the  Tory  gentry,  and  got  on  board  the 
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Falcon  again.  It  is  hoped  this  fellow,  if  re-taken,  will  be 
better  secured.1 

Last  evening,  returned  to  Boston,  after  about  three  weeks' 
cruise,  twelve  transports,  having  on  board  about  a  thousand 
ministerial  butchers,  under  convoy  of  three  men-of-war.  Dur- 
ing their  cruise  they  plundered  and  pillaged  about  two  thou- 
sand sheep,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  head  of  cattle,  from 
Gardiners'  and  Fishers'  Islands,  near  New  London,  Connecticut, 
though  it  is  said,  after  they  were  secured,  they  tendered  pay- 
ment. Tliev  also  took  and  carried  in  with  them,  an  outward 
bound  vessel,  with  about  forty  head  of  cattle  and  thirty  sheep. 
With  this  trophy  of  victory,  on  their  arrival  at  Boston,  the 
bells  were  set  to  music,  to  the  no  small  joy  and  rejoicing  of 
the  Tories  there. 

How  is  the  glory  of  Britain  departed  !    Her  army  which 
not  long  since  was  the  terror  of  many  nations,  is  now  em- 
ployed in  cutting  the  throats  of  his  majesty's  loyal  subjects, . 
and  sheep  stealing  !    Felons,  indeed  !* 

August  12. — A  writer  in  Plymouth,  England,  says: — 
"  The  whole  country  here  is  in  great  consternation  about  the 
fire  kindled  in  America,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  assistance 
of  our  pious  and  reverend  fathers  in  the  church,  will  be  much 
wanted  there,  to  quench  the  flames  of  zeal  for  liberty,  and  to 
spirit  up  the  soldiery,  as  Father  O'Neil  did  in  Ireland,  *  De- 
claring that  all  who  died  in  their  country's  cause,  should  sup 
with  him  in  Paradise  that  night.'  But  the  king  getting  the  bet- 
ter of  the  action,  Father  O'Xeil  clapped  spurs  to  his  horse  and 
made  off;  which  one  of  his  party  observing,  cried  out,  4  Oh 
father,  will  you  not  stay  and  sup  with  us  to-night  ? '  To  which 
the  pious  father  answered,  '  That  it  was  a  fast  day  with  him.' 
We  might  expect  the  same  answer  from  our  pious  fathers ; 
they  would  sooner  fast,  if  called  upon,  than  go  over  to 
America."  * 

1  Virginia  Gazette,  September  16.   9  Constitutional  Gazette,  August  23  and  30. 
•  Pennsylvania  Journal,  August  16. 
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August  14. — This  day  being  the  anniversary  of  the  ever 
memorable  14th  of  August,  1765,  when  an  opposition  to  the 
ministerial  plan  to  enslave  the  Americans  was  first  made,  it 
was  celebrated  by  the  field-officers  of  the  sixth  brigade,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  James  Frye,  at  the  House  of  Jona- 
than Hastings,  Esq.,  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  where  the 
following  toasts  were  drank,  viz. : 

1.  The  Continental  Congress.  2.  Success  to  our  undertak- 
ings. 3.  The  memorable  14th  of  August,  1705.  4.  May 
American  valor  ever  prove  invincible  to  the  attempt  of  minis- 
terial tyranny  to  oppress  them.  5.  The  twelve  united  colo- 
nies. 6.  All  our  friends  in  Great  Britain.  7.  Liberty  without 
licentiousness.  8.  A  speedy  and  happy  conclusion  to  the 
present  unhappy  disputes.  9.  The  lDth  of  April,  1775.  10. 
A  speedy  entrance,  possession,  and  opening  of  the  town  of 
Boston.  11.  The  President  of  the  Continental  Congress.  12, 
General  Washington,  and  the  other  general  officers  of  the 
American  army.  13.  A  speedy  export  to  all  the  enemies  of 
America,  without  any  drawback.  14.  Immortal  honor  to  that 
patriot  and  hero,  Doctor  Joseph  Warren,  and  the  brave 
American  troops,  who  fought  the  battle  at  Charlestown,  on 
the  17th  of  June,  1775.1 

Inteluoknce  was  received  this  morning,  at  Williamsburg, 
Virginia,  that  a  brig  which  was  lately  taken,  laden  with  pro- 
visions, and  carried  into  Boston  by  ministerial  pirates,  returned 
from  thence  to  Norfolk  last  Wednesday,  having  on  board  seven 
officers  of  the  regular  army.  We  do  not  hear  that  any  soldiers 
are  come  with  them,  or  are  to  follow,  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
Earl  of  Bunmore's  ship  is  now  completed  for  an  expedition  ; 
and  that  his  lordship  has  fitted  up  thirteen  field-pieces  for 
service.  It  is  apprehended  he  intends  to  commence  hostilities 
upon  York,  or  James  river  very  soon.1 

Last  night,  arrived  at  the  camp  in  Cambridge,  Swashan  the 
chief,  with  four  other  Indians  of  the  St.  Francis  tribe,  conducted 


1  Gtine's  Mercury,  August  28. 


•  Constitutional  Gazette,  August  2ft. 
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by  Mr.  Reuben  Colburn,  who  has  been  honorably  recompensed 
for  his  trouble.  The  above  Indians  came  to  oner  their  services 
in  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  have  been  kindly  received, 
and  are  now  entered  the  service.  Swashan  says  he  will  bring 
one-half  of  his  tribe,  and  has  engaged  four  or  five  other  tribes, 
if  they  should  be  wanted.  He  says  tho  Indians  of  Canada,  in 
general,  and  also  the  French,  are  greatly  in  favor  of  the 
Americans,  and  are  determined  not  to  act  against  them.1 

August  17. — This  morning,  at  East  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
sallied  from  the  Lyon  Tavern  and  its  dependencies,  a  corps  of 

Female  infontiy  k'111^0  infantry,  of  twenty  rank  and  file,  with  a 
flank  guard  of  three  chosen  spirits  of  the  male  line, 
and  marching  westward  about  one  mile  in  martial  array  and 
excellent  order,  saving  stride  and  gabble,  these  attacked  and 
carried,  without  opposition  from  powder,  law,  or  conscience, 
Mr.  Pitkin's  store,  in  which  was  lodged  a  quantity  of  sugar  de- 
signed for  the  army,  of  which  they  plundered  and  bore  away 
in  triumph  two  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds.  A  travelling 
gentleman  falling  in  with  the  rear,  whom  they  mistook  for  the 
owner  of  the  spoils,  was  attacked  and  drove  with  great  fury ; 
but  being  well  mounted,  made  his  escape.  The  whole  was  com- 
pleted in  two  hours,  and  without  loss  of  blood,  except  from  a  few 
accidental  scratches  of  side  arms,  underslung  without  scabbards. 

That  so  unexampled  a  spirit  of  heroism  may  not  want  due 
notice  and  encouragement,  it  is  proposed  that  this  corps  be 
augmented  by  voluntary  enlistment  to  a  battalion,  for  the  rang- 
ing service  in  the  northern  department,  to  be  in  the  uniform  of 
rifle  frocks,  and  the  snug  Scotch  kilt,  and  allowed,  besides 
perquisites  and  plunder,  a  genorous  bounty  on  scalps,  and  a 
fine  new  standard  with  an  elegant  device  of  a  lady  inverted, 
and  to  be  commanded  by  the  celebrated  Madame  de  la  Mett 
JIM  Greg  Scratch* 

August  21. — "We  hear  from  Cecil  county,  in  the  province 

Pennsylvania  Journal,  August  SO. 
*  Connecticut  Courant,  September  10,  and  Barber's  Connecticut  Collections, 
p.  75. 
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of  Maryland,  that  Mr.  Elihu  Hall,  jr.,  a  young  gentleman  of 
family,  fortune,  and  character,  in  said  county,  last  Sabbath  had 
his  first-born  son  baptized  John  Hancock,  as  well  to  express 
his  esteem  of  the  New  England  bravery  in  general,  as  in  par- 
ticular honor  of  the  great  American  Patriot  of  that  name, 
who  now,  under  God,  presides  in  the  honorable  Continental 
Congress.1 

• 

Captain  Ross,  with  his  company  of  riflemen  and  the  stores, 
arrived  at  Cambridge  on  Friday  last.  There  has  not  a  random 
shot  of  a  rifleman  done  any  execution  lately,  worth  mention- 
ing. A  letter  from  a  selectman  in  Boston  to  his  son  in  our 
camp,  advises  him  to  quit  it,  as  there  was  to  be  some  very  im- 
portant stroke  made  in  a  few  days ;  we  do  not  pay  much  re- 
gard to  it,  as  it  is  very  improbable  he  should  know  any  thing  of 
what  they  intend.  Our  lines  are  so  strong  we  have  nothing  to 
fear  but  a  surprise.  There  have  been  letters  passing  between 
the  Generals  Washington  and  Gage,  on  his  treatment  of  our 
officers  who  are  in  jail  in  Boston.  Our  letter  was  in  very  mild 
terms,  carefully  avoiding  any  epithets  that  might  be  deemed 
nnpolite.  Gage's  answer  was  in  a  different  strain,  directed  to 
w  George  Washington,  Esq.,"  calling  us  rebels  and  usurpers, 
and  what  not,  aflccting  great  clemency  in  having  forborne  to 
Lang  our  prisoners.  General  Washington  gave  him  a  suitable 
reply  ;  and  so  it  stands  : — We  broke  a  Colonel  Gcrish  yester- 
day, for  cowardice  on  Bunker's  Hill,  the  17th  of  June.* 

August  28.— The  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York  hav- 
ing resolved  that  the  cannon  should  be  removed  from  the  bat- 
tery in  the  city,  a  number  of  the  citizens  collected  New  Tork  flre(l 
for  that  purpose  last  Wednesday  evening;  and 
part  of  the  provincial  artillery,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
John  Lamb,  were  posted  on  the  battery  to  prevent  the  landing 
of  any  party  from  the  Asia  man-of-war,  to  annoy  them  while 
at  work.    When  they  marched  down,  which  was  about  eleven 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  August  21. 

*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  21 ;  Gakie's  Mer- 
cury, September  11. 
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(/clock,  they  observed  one  of  the  above  ship's  barges  lying  at 
some  distance  from  the  shore,  where  she  continued  upwards  of 
an  hour  ;  then  she  got  under  sail,  and  fired  a  musket  at  the  men 
that  were  posted  on  the  Battery.  This  was  immediately  returned 
by  a  smart  fire  of  musketry  from  the  artillery,  and  a  few  of  the 
Independent  light  infantry  belonging  to  Colonel  Lasher's  bat- 
talion, that  were  likewise  posted  there  for  the  above  purpose. 
Soon  after  this  the  Asia  fired  three  cannon,  when  the  drums 
beat  to  arms,  which  alarmed  the  inhabitants.  When  they  had 
assembled  she  began  a  heavy  and  smart  fire,  of  nine,  eighteen, 
and  twenty-four-pounders,  and  some  grape  shot,  succeeded  by 
a  discharge  of  musketry  from  the  marines,  but  without  doing 
any  other  mischief  than  damaging  the  upper  part  of  several 
houses  near  the  fort  and  Whitehall,  and  wounding  three  men. 
Notwithstanding  the  fire  from  the  Asia,  the  citizens  effected 
their  purpose,  and  carried  off  twenty-one  pieces  of  cannon, 
being  all  that  were  mounted  on  carriages.  Since  this  disturb- 
ance the  women  and  children  have  been  continually  moving 
out  of  town,  with  their  most  valuable  effects.1 

This  evening  was  married,  at  the  seat  of  Thaddeus  Burr, 
Esq.,  at  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Elliot, 
the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq,  President  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  to  Miss  Dorothy  Quincy,  daughter  of  Edmund 
Quincy,  Esq.,  of  Boston.  Floras  informs  us,  that  "  in  the 
second  Punic  war,  when  Hannibal  besieged  Rome  and  was 
very  near  making  himself  master  of  it,  a  field  upon  which  part 
of  his  army  lay,  was  offered  for  sale,  and  was  immediately  pur- 
chased by  a  Roman,  in  a  strong  assurance  that  the  Roman 
valor  and  courage  would  soon  raise  the  siege."  Equal  to  the 
conduct  of  that  illustrious  citizen  was  the  marriage  of  the 
Honorable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  who,  with  his  amiable  lady, 
has  paid  as  great  a  compliment  to  American  valor,  and  dis- 
covered equal  patriotism,  by  marrying  now  while  all  the 
colonies  are  as  much  convulsed  as  Rome  when  Hannibal  was 
at  her  gates.' 

'  Gaine'a  Mercury,  August  28.  •  New  Tork  Gazette,  September  4. 
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AuorsT  31. — Yesterday  morning  a  tender  chased  into 
Stonington  harbor  two  small  sloops,  which  had  a  number  of 
people  on  board  bound  to  Block  Island.  They  had  but  just 
time  to  get  on  shore  before  the  tender  came  in,  which  after 
making  a  tack  came  close  alongside  of  Captain  DenisonV 
wharf,  discharged  a  full  broadside  into  the  stores  and  house?, 
and  Bailing  out  again,  in  a  little  time  returned  with  the 
Rose  man-of-war  and  another  tender.  As  soon  as  the  Rose 
could  get  her  broadside  to  bear  on  the  town,  she  began  a  very 
heavy  fire,  also  the  tenders,  who  were  under  sail,  and  continued 
firing  the  whole  day,  with  very  little  intermission.  During 
the  time  a  flag  was  sent  off  from  the  shore,  desiring  Captain 
Wallace,  commander  of  the  Rose,  to  let  them  know  what  he 
meant  by  firing  on  the  town.  Tlis  answer  was,  that  he  did  it 
in  his  own  defence.  We  have  one  man  mortally  wounded,  and 
the  houses,  stores,  <fcc,  very  much  shattered.  This  morning 
thev  sailed  out  and  anchored  at  the  north  side  of  the  west  end 
of  Fisher's  Island,  where  they  remain.  There  were  five  or  six 
people  killed  on  board  the  tenders,  by  the  inhabitants,  who 
assembled,  and  were  under  arms  the  whole  dav.  They  have 
carried  off  a  schooner  loaded  with  molasses,  belonging  to 
Paruxet,  near  Providence,  from  the  West  Indies,  and  the  two 
small  sloops  that  landed  the  people.1 

- 

September  1. — The  enemies  to  liberty  and  America,  head- 
ed by  Tom  Gage,  lately  gave  a  notable  specimen  of  their 
hatred  to  the  very  name  of  liberty.  A  party  of  B<wton  T  lberty 
them,  of  whom  Job  Williams  was  the  ringleader,  Tr*e  eut  down- 
a  few  days  since  repaired  to  a  tree  at  the  south  end  of  Boston, 
known  by  the  name  of  Liberty  Tree,  and  armed  with  axes,  <fec, 
made  a  furious  attack  upon  it.  After  a  long  spell  of  laughing, 
and  grinning,  sweating,  swearing,  and  foaming  with  malice 
diabolical,  they  cut  down  a  tree,  because  it  bore  the  name  of 
lii>ertv.  Be  it  known  to  this  infamous  band  of  traitors,  that 
the  Grand  American  Tree  of  Liberty,  planted  in  the  centre 
of  the  united  colonies  of  North  America,  now  flourishes  with 
unrivalled,  increasing  beauty  ;  and  bids  fair  in  a  short  time  to 

1  New  York  Gazette,  September  11. 
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afford  under  its  wide-spreading  branches,  a  safe  and  nappy 
retreat  for  all  the  sons  of  liberty,  however  numerous  and  dis- 
persed.1 

September  5.— Oh  Monday  last,  died  at  Brunswick,  New 
Jersey,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age,  on  his  way  to  New 

jama*  Htbenhun-  ^or^  Hon.  James  Habersham,  Esq.,  presi- 
dent of  his  Majesty's  council  of  Georgia.  He  was 
a  man  of  great  probity,  integrity,  and  honor ;  an  able  coun- 
sellor, an  affectionate  and  tender  parent,  and  well  acquainted 
with  the  delicacies  of  true  friendship.  In  his  life  he  was 
greatly  beloved,  esteemed,  and  honored  by  all  his  friends ;  and 
his  death  is  equally  regretted  by  all  who  had  the  honor  of  his 
acquaintance.  His  remains  were  on  Thursday  evening  in- 
terred in  the  family  vault  of  Nathaniel  Marston,  Esq.,  in 
Trinity  Church-yard,  at  New  York.* 

The  following  remarkable  piece  was  distributed  in  a  hand- 
bill, through  the  city  of  London,  last  July  : 

Lieu  tenant-General  Bast  wick's  beating  orders  for  free 
American  Volunteers : — "  All  gentlemen  volunteers,  natives 
Bwtwick'a     °f  Great  Britain,  friends  to  the  liberty  of  America, 
Beating  order*.  W]1Q  are  wj]ling  t0  gerve  their  sovereign  by  saving 

their  country,  and  to  succor  and  support  their  injured  brethren*, 
inhabitants  and  possessors  of  the  great  Western  hemisphere, 
suffering  by  the  murderous  orders  of  an  unoffended  but  im- 
placable man,  have  now  the  singular  honor  paid  them  of  being 
solicited  to  stand  forward  in  a  cause,  where  their  own  character, 
their  conscience,  and  even  their  interests  should  urge  them  to 
the  most  conspicuous  exertions.  Let  all  such,  of  all  sizes  from 
three  feet  nine  to  six  feet  three,  and  the  shorter  the  better, 
who  can  feel  no  wounds  but  the  wounds  of  the  constitution, 
who  bleed  already  at  every  pore  for  the  distresses  of  the  op- 
pressed Americans,  whose  lungs  are  panting  for  the  fame  they 
are  going  to  enjoy  by  relieving  them,  whose  hearts  lie  in  the 
right  places,  and  are  ready  to  burst  within  their  breasts,  for 

« 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  September  9.      •  Bivington'a  Gazetteer,  Sept.  1. 
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want  of  vent  to  the  vengeance  they  wish  to  take.  Let  all 
•  snch  repair  to  the  Castle  and  Falcon  Inn,  Aldergate  street, 
where  they  will  be  honorably  entertained  by  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Jedediah  Bastwick,  and  may  enter  into  present  pay  and 
quarters.  Entrance  money,  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  Alleghany 
Mountains,  or  their  value  payable  at  the  Royal  Exchange. 
Bringers  will  be  proportionally  rewarded.  No  persons  well 
and  alive  will  be  refused.  A  fine  fifty  gun  ship  lies  ready  at 
the  Nore,  to  waft  the  brave  adventurers  in  military  heroism  to 
the  real  scenes  of  action  in  America,  to  the  scenes  of  glory, 
victory,  and  triumph.  Now  is  your  time  for  making  your 
fortunes.  TVho  is  there  afflicted  whom  I  will  not  relieve? 
The  ends  of  the  world  are  come  upon  us,  and  we  shall  soon 
possess  them  for  our  own.  The  completion  of  the  scripture  is 
at  hand.  *  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  relieve  you.'  Your  armor  is  but  light.  A  rifle  barrel, 
or  a  tomahawk,  is  all  you  have  to  bear ;  and  you  have  now 
your  choice  of  joining  with  myriads  of  brave  partakers  in  the 
same  glorious  warfare,  by  entering  into  one  of  the  following 
regiments :  Ticonderoga  Pioneers,  Schenectady  Scalpers,  Mo- 
hawks, Missalago  Hatchetmen,  Ohio  Scouts,  Massachusetts 
Minute  Men,  Scarondarona  Split  Shirts,  Lake  Champlain 
Pikes,  Lake  Ontario  Jacks,  Concord  Riflemen,  or  the  Gen- 
eral's own  Regiment  of  Alleghany  Mountaineers.  God  save 
America  ! " 1 

America  is  determined  and  unanimous,  a  very  few  Tories 
excepted,  who  will  probably  soon  export  themselves.  Britain, 
at  the  expense  of  three  millions,  has  killed  one  hundred  and 
fifty  lankees  this  campaign,  which  is  twenty  thousand  pounds 
a  head,  and  on  Bunker's  IIU1  she  gained  a  mile  of  ground,  half 
of  which  she  has  since  lost  by  not  having  post  on  Ploughed 
Hill ;  during  the  same  time  sixty  thousand  children  have  been 
horn  in  America.  From  this  data  '»  excellent  mathemati- 
cal head  will  easily  calculate  the  time  and  expense  requisite 
to  kill  us  all,  and  conquer  our  whole  territory 


1  CoonitaUooal  Gwette,  September  23. 
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Tis  money  makes  the  member  rote 

And  sanctifies  our  ways ; 
It  makes  the  patriot  turn  his  coat, 

And  money  we  must  raise. 

And  a  taxing  we  will  go,  well  go. 

More  taxes  we  must  sure  impose, 

To  raise  the  civil  list ; 
Also  pay  our  ayes  and  noes, 

And  make  opposers  hist. 

One  single  thing  untaxed  at  home, 

Old  England  could  not  show, 
For  money  we  abroad  did  roam. 

And  thought  to  tax  the  new. 

The  power  supreme  of  Parliament, 

Our  purpose  did  assist, 
And  taxing  laws  abroad  were  sent, 

Which  rebels  do  resist. 

Shalt  we  not  make  the  rascals  bend 

To  Britain's  supreme  power  ? 
The  sword  shall  we  not  to  them  send, 

And  leaden  balls  a  shower? 

Boston  we  shall  in  ashes  lay, 

It  is  a  nest  of  knaves : 
Will  make  them  soon  for  mercy  pray, 

Or  send  them  to  their  graves. 

But  second  thoughts  are  ever  best, 

And  lest  our  force  should  fail, 
What  fraud  can  do,  we'll  make  a  test, 

And  see  what  bribes  avaiL 

Each  colony,  we  will  propose, 

Shall  raise  an  ample  sum ; 
Which  well  applied,  under  the  rose, 

May  bribe  them— as  at  home. 

We'll  force  and  fraud  in  one  unite, 

To  bring  them  to  our  hands ; 
Then  lay  a  tax  on  the  sun's  light, 

And  kings  tax  on  their  lands.* 

1  To  the  tunc  of  "  A  begging  we  will  go,  will  go,1*  $v.     »  Holt's  Journal,  Sept  7. 
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September  8. — It  is  reported  and  generally  believed,  that 
Lord  Dunmore  is  called  home,  with  what  view  we  have  not  yet 
learned,  but  probably  it  is  to  render  an  account  of  his  saga- 
cious and  spirited  conduct  in  Virginia,  which  can  hardly  fail 
to  attract  the  attention  of  Lord  North,  and  the  Butonian 
Junto,  so  as  to  have  his  eminent  services  recompensed  with 
some  higher  department  in  the  state,  perhaps  Lord  Dartmouth's. 
His  lordship  has  this  satisfaction  upon  his  departure,  that  he 
will  leave  Virginia  with  the  universal  consent  of  the  inhabitants 
of  all  ranks  and  denominations.1 

September  11. — The  people  of  New  Hampshire  are  build- 
ing a  strong  fort  at  Pierce's  Island,  in  Piscataqua  river,  in 
order  to  prevent  their  capital,  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  from 
being  attacked  by  the  piratical  ships-of-war  which  now  infest 
this  coast. 

In  the  late  exploit  of  cutting  down  the  Liberty  Tree  in 
Boston  by  Gage's  men,  a  soldier  in  attempting  to  dismantle 
it  of  one  of  its  branches,  fell  on  the  pavement,  by  which  he  was 
instantly  killed. 

General  Gage,  it  is  said,  has  hanged  three  of  the  provin- 
cials, for  breaking  open  and  plundering  some  of  the  houses  in 
Boston  evacuated  by  the  inhabitants ;  so  that  the  great  thieves, 
it  seems,  begin  to  hang  the  little  ones.  O  !  glorious  times  in- 
deed !  But  what  then  ?  Why,  then  the  fate  of  these  petty 
rognes  is,  in  some  respects,  like  that  of  the  little  fish  that  are 
occasionally  devoured  to  fatten  and  keep  alive  the  larger  ones. 
Besides,  administration  have  herein  verified  the  ancient  aphor- 
ism, viz. :  set  a  rogue  to  catch  a  rogue.  Well,  what  next  ? 
Why  the  next  thing  is,  a  short  but  fervent  petition,  that  Jack 
Ketch,  Esq.,  might  go  forward  in  the  business  of  hanging  with 
despatch,  till  the  world  is  filled  with  great  thieves  as  well  as 
little  ones.' 

Ojte  of  the  royal  sloops  at  anchor  near  Norfolk,  was  lately 
kept  in  constant  alarm  a  whole  night ;  with  her  matches  burn- 
ing, tomkins  out,  guns  loaded  with  grape  shot  and  all  hands 

1  PennsTlrania  Journal,  Sept.  20.  *  Constitutional  Gazette,  Sept.  16. 
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at  their  quarters,  till  day -light  discovered  the  formidable  enemy 
which  had  caused  such  terrible  approheusions,  to  be  only  one 
of  the  neighbors  with  his  negroes  catching  mullets.  The  gov- 
ernor, it  is  said,  was  sent  for,  to  assist  with  his  sage  advice  at 
the  council  of  war  that  was  held  on  this  mighty  occasion. 1 

September  15. — Ax  officer  in  Boston,  writes  thus  to  his 
father  in  London :  "  Why  should  I  complain  of  hard  fate  ? 
General  Gage  and  his  family  have  for  this  month  past,  lived 
upon  salt  provisions.  Last  Saturday,  General  Putnam  in  the 
true  style  of  military  complaisance,  which  abolishes  all  personal 
resentment  and  smooths  the  horrors  of  war  when  discipline  will 
permit,  sent  a  present  to  the  Genoral's  lady  of  a  fine  fresh  quar- 
ter of  veal,  which  was  very  acceptable,  and  received  the  return 
of  a  very  polite  card  of  thanks." 1 

In  a  late  hurricane  at  Virginia,  it  seems  Lord  Dunmore 
fared  but  indifferently,  as  by  some  accident  or  other,  occasioned 
by  the  confusion  in  which  the  sailors  were,  his  lordship  fell 
overboard,  and  was  severely  ducked.  But  according  to  the 
old  saying:  "Those  who  are  born  to  be  hanged,  will  never 
be  drowned." ' 

September  17. — Last  week  the  Reverend  Doctor  Morrison 
received  a  call  to  the  elegant  new  church  in  Brattle  street,  in 
Boston,  vacated  by  the  flight  of  Doctor  Cooper ;  and  to-day 
he  delivered  an  excellent  discourse  to  a  genteel  audience,  llis 
discourse  tended  to  show  the  fatal  consequences  of  sowing 
sedition  and  conspiracy  among  parishioners,  which  this  pulpit 
has  been  most  wickedly  practising  ever  since  the  corner-stone 
was  laid.4 

September  18. — We  are  much  astonished  at  the  behavior 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  September  13. 

*  Extraet  from  a  London  paper  in  the  Constitutional  Gazette,  September  16. 
1  Constitutional  Gazette,  September  SO. 

*  From  Draper's  Bolton  Xewa  Letter;  republished  in  the  Virginia  Gazette, 

of  October  28. 
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of  some  of  those  captains  of  men-of-war,  who  are  stationed 
upon  our  eoaats.    They  seem  greedily  to  antici- 

1  ^  ,°  The  British  N»ry. 

pate  the  horror  of  blood  shedding  ;  and  although 
war  is  not  yet  proclaimed,  nor  any  hostilities  ordered  by  Par- 
liament against  the  colonies  in  general,  yet  confiding  in  their 
strength,  they  daringly  assault  our  towns,  and  destroy  lives 
upon  the  least  provocation  whatever. 

AVhen  Porto  Bcllo  was  restored  to  the  Spaniards,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  English  ihould  hare  a  free  trade  there  ;  before 
some  of  the  people  of  the  town  destroyed  one  of  the  English 
vessels  there  in  the  night,  and  murdered  the  men  on  board  her. 
^hen  this  was  known,  ships  were  sent  to  demand  satisfaction, 
which  was  refused.  Orders  were  then  given  to  beat  down  the 
town.  The  commander  in  that  service  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to 
inform  the  inhabitants  of  his  business,  and  desire  the  women 
and  children  to  remove  out  of  the  city.  lie  allowed  them  a 
whole  day  for  the  purpose — sent  ashore  again  to  see  if  it  was 
done,  and  then  battered  down  only  some  of  the  houses,  and  a 
church  or  two,  and  that  in  the  day  time.  Such  was  the  true 
old  British  spirit,  even  when  dealing  with  Spaniards  and  execu- 
ting positive  orders  !  How  different  from  this  is  the  conduct 
of  those  inhuman  commanders  now  upon  our  coasts !  How 
detestable  their  character !  A  Wallace  and  an  Ayscough  dis- 
graced humanity  and  brought  reproach  upon  the  British  Xavy 
by  wantonly  employing  it  to  terrify  women  and  children. 
But  the  conduct  of  a  Vandeput  is  more  surprising  ^pUln  vandeput. 
and  cruel  than  even  theirs.  They  only  threatened 
—he  actually  fired  upon  a  defenceless  town,  and  his  previous 
preparations  showed  that  he  was  not  actuated  by  a  sense  of 
duty,  but  by  the  cold-blooded  barbarity  of  an  assassin.  lie 
acknowledges  in  his  first  letter  *that  he  was  informed  of  the 
design  of  taking  away  the  cannon  from  the  battery ;  why  then 
did  he  not,  by  a  letter  to  the  magistrates,  let  the  city  know  he 
esteemed  it  his  duty  to  defend  those  guns  ?  In  that  case  the 
town,  apprised  of  his  determination,  might  have  thought  it 
more  prudent  to  desist  than  to  provoke  him.  But  upon  his  own 
principle  of  protecting  the  battery,  what  right  had  he  to 
elevate  lus  guns,  and  fire  heavy  balls  at  random  upon  the  city, 
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a  great  part  of  whose  inhabitants  must  consist  of  children  and 
women.  Surely  the  blood  of  innocents  will  rise  in  judgment 
against  him.  It  was  not  owing  to  his  wishes  or  endeavors, 
but  only  to  the  goodness  of  Almighty  God,  that  hundreds  of 
men,  totally  ignorant  of  what  was  doing  at  the  battery,  were 
not  murdered.  O  !  had  this  happened  in  the  days  of  good  old 
King  George,  that  father  of  his  people,  it  would  have  cost 
Vandeput  not  only  his  character  and  his  ship,  but  his  head 
would  atone  for  his  horrid  barbarity.1 

September  19. — Tins  morning  the  mayor  of  New  York 
informed  the  committee  of  safety,  that  Governor  Tryon  ac- 
quainted him  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Dartmouth, 
informing  him  that  orders  had  been  given  to  the  commanders 
of  his  majesty's  ships  in  America,  that  in  case  any  more  troops 
should  be  raised,  or  any  fortifications  erected,  or  any  of  his 
majesty's  stores  taken,  the  commanders  of  the  ships-of-war 
should  consider  such  cities  or  places  in  a  state  of  rebellion.' 

Last  Saturday  night,  in  Duchess  County,  New  York, 
James  Smith,  Esq.,  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 

Affair  in  tnat  county,  was  very  handsomely  tarred  and 
Duche*  Qmaty-  feathered,  for  acting  in  open  contempt  of  the  re- 
solves of  the  county  committee,  as  was  Coen  Smith,  of  the  same 
place,  for  the  like  behavior.  They  were  carted  five  or  six  miles 
into  the  country.  The  judge  undertook  to  sue  for,  and  re- 
cover the  arms  taken  from  the  Tories  by  order  of  said  commit- 
tee, and  actually  committed  one  of  the  committee,  who  assisted 
at  disarming  the  Tories,  which  enraged  the  people  so  mnch, 
that  they  rose  and  rescued  the  prisoner,  and  poured  out  their 
resentment  on  this  villanous  retailer  of  the  law.' 

The  besieged  army  in  Boston  have  pulled  down  a  number 
of  houses  between  the  Uaymarket  and  the  old  fortification ; 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Annapolis,  Maryland,  in  the  Constitutional  Gazette, 
September  20. 

•  Constitutional  Gazette,  September  20.  »  Upcott,  iv.  827. 
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but  whether  from  the  want  of  fuel,  or  to  make  room  for  erect- 
ing any  new  defence,  or  digging  a  canal,  we  have  not  been 
able  to  learn.  One  of  the  impressed  seamen,  who 
had  the  good  fortune  to  make  their  escape  from 
there  last  night,  says  that  the  sailors  on  board  the  men-of-war 
are  very  sickly,  and  almost  all  of  them  very  feeble  and  greatly 
emaciated,  owing  to  bad  provisions. 

Last  war,  thirteen  brothers,  sons  of  one  woman  in  the  colo- 
ny of  Connecticut,  each  of  them  six  feet  high,  all  went  into  the 
war  in  defence  of  their  country,  and  were  all  brave  men.  This 
perhaps  is  the  most  remarkable  instance  of  the  kind  any  coun- 
try hath  produced.  The  name  of  this  prolific  and  heroic 
family  is  Huntly.1 

September  20. — A  system  of  justice  similar  to  that  adopted 
against  the  devoted  town  of  Boston,  is  likely  to  be  established 
in  Virginia,  by  the  renowned  commander*  of  the  Hm 
fleet  there.  He  has  in  the  course  of  this  week,  as  s*UwL 
a  reprisal  for  the  loss  of  a  tender,  seized  every  vessel  belonging 
to  Hampton  that  came  within  his  reach,  and  thereby  rendered 
himself  the  terror  of  all  the  small  craft  and  fishing  boats  in 
this  river,  especially  the  latter,  having  brought  some  of  them 
under  his  stern,  by  a  discharge  of  his  cannon  at  them.  He 
has  likewise  seized  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  Eastern  shore,  and 
having  honored  the  passengers  so  far  with  his  notice,  as  to  re- 
ceive them  on  board  his  own  vessel,  took  the  liberty  of  send- 
ing  one  of  their  horses  as  a  present  to  Lord  Dunmore.  This 
act  of  generosity,  we  doubt  not,  will  gain  him  considerable 
interest  with  his  lordship,  it  being  an  instance  of  his  industry 
in  distressing  a  people,  who  have  of  late  become  obnoxious  to 
his  excellency  for  their  spirited  behavior.  AVe  hope  that  those 
who  have  lived  under  and  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  the  British 
Constitution,  will  not  continue  tame  spectators  of  such  flagrant 
violations  of  its  most  salutary  laws  in  defence  of  private  prop- 
erty. The  crimes  daily  committed  by  this  plunderer,  we 
would  not  willingly  brand  with  the  odious  name  of  piracy, 

*  Giiinc's  Mercury,  October  2.  1  Captain  Squires,  of  the  Otter. 
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but  we  are  confident  they  come  under  those  offences  to  which 
the  English  laws  have  denied  the  benefit  of  clergy.1 

TO  THE  BOSTON  WOMEN. 

0  Boston  wires  and  maids,  draw  near  and  see 
Our  delicate  Souchong  and  Hyson  tea, 

Buy  it,  my  charming  girls,  fair,  black,  or  brown, 
If  not,  well  cut  your  throats,  and  burn  your  town.' 

September  22. — This  week  will  ever  be  remembered  as  the 
most  remarkable  epoch  in  the  annals  of  this  country,  for  the 
GoTemor  M«rtio'.  discovery  of  the  grand  repository  and  dark  de- 

wvaiine.  pOSitum  of  Governor  Martin's  infernal  magazine, 
which  in  cool  deliberation  he  intended  to  deal  out  in  weapons 
of  death  to  the  good  people  of  North  Carolina.  In  the  Palace 
Garden,  at  Newbern,  and  under  a  fine  bed  of  cabbages,  was 
discovered  and  dug  up,  a  barrel  containing  about  three  bushels 
of  gunpowder;  in  the  palace  cellar  was  also  dug  up,  two 
quarter  casks  of  the  same  commodity,  the  casks  quite  new, 
and  marked,  "  R.  B."  In  the  Palace  Garden  was  also  dug 
up,  about  one  thousand  pounds  of  musket  balls,  lately  cast, 
and  about  five  hundred  pounds  of  iron  swivel  balls,  a  large 
quantity  of  small  shot,  lead,  iron  worms  for  the  cannon,  with 
6wabs,  rammers,  artillery,  boxes,  matches,  and  the  whole  ap- 
paratus for  his  park  artillery  which  he  would  certainly  have 
mounted  at  the  palace,  had  not  the  appearance  of  the  people 
of  the  town  of  Newbern,  on  his  attempting  to  move  the  palaco 
guns,  driven  him  from  the  trenches  before  he  had  made  them 
quite  tenable.  Tis  said  his  excellency,  the  night  before  he 
took  his  precipitate  flight  from  the  palace,  buried  those  en- 
gines of  death,  that  they  might  remain  in  places  of  safety  till  he 
or  liis  creatures  might  have  an  opportunity  of  using  them. 
The  palace  cannon  were  spiked  up  after  his  excellency  left  the 
palace,  by  a  person  who  no  doubt  will  be  obliged  to  answer 
for  his  conduct.  As  it  is  improbable  the  governor  could  pro- 
cure these  deadly  weapons  without  assistance,  the  committee  of 

1  Virginia  Gazette,  September  23. 

From  the  St.  James'  Chronicle  ;  Upcott,  ir.  839. 
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the  town  and  county  are  using  their  utmost  endeavors  to  dis- 
cover the  authors  of  so  black  a  treachery.1 

The  following  droll  affair  lately  happened  at  Kindcrhook, 
New  York.  A  yonng  fellow,  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of 
America,  going  to  a  quilting  frolic,  where  a  num-  Aiwr«t 
ber  of  young  women  were  collected,  and  he  the  Klnderh«>^  N  t. 
only  man  in  company,  began  his  aspersions  on  Congress,  as 
nsnal,  and  held  forth  some  time  on  the  subject,  till  the  girls, 
exasf>erated  at  his  impudence,  laid  hold  of  him,  stripped  him 
naked  to  the  waist,  and  instead  of  tar,  covered  him  with  mo- 
lasses, and  for  feathers  took  the  downy  tops  of  flags,  which 
grow  in  the  meadows,  and  coated  him  well  and  then  let  him 
go.   He  has  prosecuted  every  one  of  them,  and  the  matter  has 

been  tried  before  Justice  S  .    "We  have  not  as  vet  heard  his 

worship's  judgment.  It  is  said  Parson  BuelV  daughter  is 
concerned  in  the  affair.* 

It  is  wluspered  tliat  government  has  ordered  General  Gage 
to  offer  five  thousand  pounds  to  any  person  or  persons,  who 

1  Coiwtitutional  Gaxette,  October  28. 

'  "  Parson  Bud,  during  his  residence  ftt  Southhold,  Long  Island,  was  on  friendly 
tod  intimate  terms  with  Gov.  Tryon,  and  from  bis  lively  disposition,  ready  wit, 
and  fondness  for  the  chase,  was  a  favorite  with  Sir  William  Er.sk ine,  and  often 
h*d  it  in  his  power  to  soften  the  severity  of  war.  Sir  William,  one  Saturday,  said 
to  Mr.  Buel,  1 1  have  ordered  the  people  of  your  parish  to  appear  with  their  teams 
at  Southampton  to-morrow.'  Mr.  B.  replied,  « I  know  it,  bat  I,  as  commander-in- 
chief  on  the  Sabbath,  have  annulled  the  order.'    Sir  William  did  not  insist. 

"Mr.  Bad  frequently  joined  the  parties  of  the  British  officers,  which  he  en- 
livened by  humorous  anecdotes  and  agreeable  conversation.  Once  when  he  was 
befiind  the  appointed  time  for  a  deer  hunt,  Sir  William  had  detained  the  party. 
Tired  of  waiting  they  had  now  mounted,  when  seeing  his  friend  Buel  approachinpr, 
n«  ordered  hia  men  to  dismount  to  receive  bim.  Lord  Percy,  an  aid,  while  im- 
patiently pacing  the  floor,  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Buel,  who  thereupon  asked  him 
*h»t  portion  of  his  majesty's  forces  he  had  the  honor  to  command  ?  •  A  legion 
of  devils  just  from  hell.'  'Then,'  said  Mr.  Buel,  with  a  low  bow,  '  I  suppose  I 
h»re  the  honor  of  addressing  Beelzebub,  the  princo  of  devils! '  His  lordship 
J»t  bid  hand  on  his  sword.  This  was  rebuked  by  Sir  William,  and  the  laugh 
turned  on  Percy,  who  after  a  wiiile  was  restored  to  good  humor  by  the  marked 
•tteation  of  the  parson." — Holme*'  Annals. 

*  Gould's  Diary;  Gaine's  Mercury,  October  2» 
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will  bring  him  General  Putnam's  head ;  this  has  been  pri- 
vately communicated  to  most  of  the  royalists  in  and  about 
Boston,  who  can  be  confided  in.1 

A  few  days  since  the  authority  of  Portsmouth,  in  Xew 
Hampshire,  disarmed  all  those  persons  in  that  town  called 
t  At  ~.  a  «  Tories,  including  crown  officers,  who  would  not 
Portsmouth,  k.  li.  deelare  their  readiness  to  use  their  arms  in  the 
present  contest  in  favor  of  the  United  Colonies.  The  Sanda- 
manians'  urged  their  religious  principles  in  excuse  for  their 
not  taking  up  arms,  which  as  tending  to  affect  a  revolution 
they  could  not  conscientiously  do ;  but  declared  their  intention 
of  peaceably  submitting  to  whatever  government  might  be  es- 
tablished. 


September  30. — That  grand  rebel  to  his  king  and  country, 
Thomas  Gage,  and  his  desperate  band  of  traitors  and  military 
butchers,  intends  raising  a  regiment  of  "  loyal  fenciblc  Ameri- 
cans ; "  the  command  of  which  is  already  given  to  one  Gor- 
ham,  who  served  last  war  in  America.  We  are  told  that  some 
head  Tories,  a  few  negroes,  and  convicts,  have  already  enlisted. 
Whether  a  regiment  of  such  beings  can  be  called  14  loyal  fen- 
ciblc Americans,"  the  world  can  judge.  We  are  likewise  in- 
formed by  a  Boston  paper,  that  regiments  similar  to  the 
above  are  forming  in  the  other  colonies.  Yes,  ye  Judases ! 
f>r  your  consolation  we  would  inform  you  that  (exclusive  of 
our  army  in  camp)  regiments  of  truly  "  loyal  fcncible  Ameri- 
cans," are  now  raising  in  all  the  colonies  from  Nova  Scotia  to 
the  Floridas,  who  are  determined  to  defend  their  liberties  and 
properties ;  and  to  resist,  whilst  life  lasts,  the  tyranny  of  your 
master,  the  devil,  whose  chief  vicegerents  in  the  British  domin- 
ions are  Bute  and  North.   Rebels!  remember,  that  Americans 

revere  their  king  while  lie  governs  righteously — they  love 

• 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  October  4. 

*  The  followers  of  Robert  Sundeman,  a  native  of  Perth,  in  Scotland,  who  came 
to  America  in  the  fall  of  1764,  and  settled  at  Danbury,  Connecticut,  where  he 
gathered  a  church  in  July  of  the  year  following.  He  was  the  author  of  the 
answer  to  Hervey's  Theron  and  Aspasia. 
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their  country,  and  are  ready  to  bleed  in  its  behalf.  But  ye,  ye 
butchers!  disgrace  your  king,  and  millions  yet  unborn  will 
curse  jour  memory.1 

This  afternoon,  between  two  and  three  o'clock,  an  officer  at 
the  head  of  a  party  of  marines  and  sailors  landed  at  the  County 
Wharf,  in  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  under  cover  of  the  men-of-war, 
who  made  every  appearance  of  firing  on  the  town,  should  the 
party  be  molested,  and  marched  up  the  main  street  to  Mr. 
Holt's  printing-office,  from  whence  they  carried  off  the  types, 
and  sundry  other  printing  implements,  with  two  of  the  work- 
.  men,  and,  after  getting  to  the  water-side  with  their  booty,  gave 
three  cheers,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  a  crowd  of  rascally 
negroes.  A  few  spirited  gentlemen  in  Norfolk,  justly  incensed 
at  so  flagrant  a  breach  of  good  order  and  the  constitution,  and 
highly  resenting  the  conduct  of  Lord  Dunmore  and  the  navy 
gentry,  who  have  now  commenced  to  be  downright  pirates  and 
banditti,  ordered  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms,  but  were  joined 
by  very  few ;  so  that  it  appears  Norfolk  is,  at  present,  a  very 
insecure  place  for  the  life  or  property  of  any  individual,  and  is 
consequently  deserted  daily  by  numbers  of  the  inhabitants, 
with  their  effects. 

Lord  Dunmore  is  exceedingly  offended  with  the  Virginia 
printers,  for  presuming  to  furnish  the  public  with  a  faithful  re- 
lation of  occurrences,  and  now  and  then,  making  a  few  stric- 
tures upon  his  lordship's  own  conduct,  as  well  as  that  of  some 
of  his  delightful  associates,  such  as  Dicky  Squire  and  little 
white-headed  Montagu.'  Some  of  their  actions  have  certainly 
deserved  the  severest  reprehension,  to  say  no  more ;  for  which 
the  printers  appeal  to  the  whole  world,  even  Freddy  North 
himself,  and  the  immaculate  Johnny  Bute.  It  seems  his  lord- 
ship has  it  much  at  heart  to  destroy  every  channel  of  public 
intelligence  that  is  inimical  to  his  designs  upon  the  liberties  of 
this  country,  alleging  that  they  poison  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  or,  in  other  words,  lay  open  to  them  the  tyrannical  de- 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  October  1. 

*  Commanders  of  the  British  ships  at  Virginia. 
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signs  of  a  wicked  ministry,  which  hath  been  supported  in  char- 
acter by  most  of  their  slavish  dependents.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
however,  that  neither  his  lordship,  nor  any  other  person,  how- 
ever dignified,  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  succeed  in  so  dia- 
bolical a  scheme,  only  fit  to  be  accomplished  among  Turks,  and 
never  could  have  been  devised  but  by  a  person  of  the  most 
unfriendly  principles  to  the  liberties  of  mankind.4 

The  following  is  said  to  be  the  plan  which  will  be  put  in 
execution  for  reducing  America : — Ten  thousand  Hanoverians 
are  to  be  taken  into  British  pay,  the  expenses  to  be  defrayed 
out  of  duties  to  be  laid  by  parliament,  and  levied  in  America. 
This  body  of  men  is  to  be  stationed  in  several  parts  of  that 
continent,  and  to  be  kept  on  foot  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war. 
Fortresses  are  to  be  built  in  the  provinces  of  New  England, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  in  which  those  foreign 
mercenaries  are  to  be  stationed,  and  accommodated  with  bar- 
racks, firing,  etc.,  at  the  expense  of  the  several  colonics  in 
which  they  shall  happen  to  be  quartered.  Besides  this,  a  fleet 
of  five  ships  of  the  line  and  twenty  frigates  are  always  to  be 
stationed  in  that  service,  both  to  prevent  smuggling,  and,  in 
case  of  any  disturbance,  to  be  ready  to  co-operate  in  reducing 
the  rebellious  or  disaffected  to  obedience.  Every  Hanoverian 
soldier,  who  shall  have  served  seven  years  with  the  approba- 
tion of  his  superior  officer  or  officers,  shall  have  a  portion  of 
ground,  not  more  than  fifty  nor  less  than  twenty  acres,  rent 
free,  forever.  The  expense  of  raising  a  proper  habitation,  fur- 
nishing same,  purchasing  implements  of  husbandry,  etc.,  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  colony  in  which  he  shall  be  then  resident. 
The  whole  expense  of  recruiting  to  lie  provided  for  in  like 
manner — that  is  to  say,  fifty  pounds  for  every  soldier,  and  one 
hundred  for  every  trooper,  rating  his  horse  at  fifty  and  himself 
at  as  much  more.  This  mercenary  army  is  to  consist  of  thirty 
battalions  of  infantry,  of  five  hundred  men  each,  and  four 
regiments  of  cavalry;  twentv  battalions  and  two  regiments 
of  which  are  always  to  be  stationed  in  the  four  New  England 

•  Constitutional  Garotte,  October  11,  and  Virginia  Gacette,  October  7. 
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provinces,  and  tlie  remaining  ten  battalions  and  two  regiments 
at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Williamsburg  in  Virginia, 
and  their  neighborhoods.  On  the  whole,  as  the  Germans  are 
known  to  be  a  very  prolific  people,  it  is  supposed  that  by  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1800,  there  will  be  no  less  than  a  mil- 
lion of  that  nation,  including  their  offspring,  within  the  four 
New  England  provinces  alone.* 

October  2. — This  evening  were  married  at  Union  Hill,  in 
the  borough  of  Westchester,  New  York,  John  Watts,  junior, 
Esq.,  recorder  of  New  York,  to  Miss  Jane  De  Lancey ;  and 
Thomas  H.  Barclay,  Esq.,  to  Miss  Susanna  De  Lancey,  daugh- 
ters of  the  late  Peter  De  Lancey,  Esq. 

"  RoOnd  their  nuptial  beds. 
Hovering  with  purple  wings,  th'  Idalian  boy 
Shook  from  bis  radiant  torch,  the  bluuiful  fires 

Of  innocent  desires. 
While  Venus  scatter'd  myrtles." 1 

This  evening  arrived  in  the  Piscataqua  river  a  ship  from 
England  intended  for  Boston.  It  appears  that  yesterday  she 
was  in  company  with  the  Raven  man-of-war,  p  ^ 
bound  to  the  6amo  place,  but  parted  with  her 
in  the  night.  Meeting  a  fisherman  at  the  eastward  of  Cape 
Ann,  the  captain  inquired  the  course  to  Boston.  The  honest 
fisherman,  pointing  towards  the  Piscataqua,  6aid,  44  There  is 
Boston."  The  crew  shaped  their  course  accordingly,  and  soon 
found  themselves  under  the  guns  of  a  battery  lately  erected 
by  the  people  of  New  Hampshire.  The  commander  of  the 
battery,  with  a  number  of  men,  very  humanely  went  on  board 
to  pilot  the  ship  up  to  Portsmouth.  44 1  cannot  go  there,"  said 
the  captain  of  the  ship,  44 1  am  bound  to  Boston."  44  But  you 
must,"  replied  the  other.  Then  he  ordered  her  to  get  under 
way,  and  soon  carried  her  safe  alongside  a  wharf,  where  she  is 
taken  proper  care  of.  She  has  been  out  eleven  weeks  from 
Bristol,  in  England,  and  has  on  board  eighteen  hundred  bar- 

1  Constitational  Gazette,  September  80.      »  Birington's  Gaiettecr,  Oct.  5. 
10 
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ids,  and  four  hundred  half  barrels,  of  flour,  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  besieged  army  in  Boston.1 

THE  AMERICAN  EXPEDITION. 

Our  political  wrongheads,  to  show  themselves  frantic. 
Would  extend  the  excise  laws  beyond  th'  Atlantic ; 
Those  they  sent  were  oppos'd  with  American  rage, 
For  a  general  excise  is  a  General  Gage. 
But  though  gaging  did  plainly  appear  their  intentions, 
They  were  quite  unacquainted  with  foreign  dimensions ; 
As  different  as  English  and  Frenchmen's  apparel*, 
For  instead  of  plain  casks  they  were  all  rife  barrel Sy 
With  such  potent  contents,  as  their  parties  deploring, 
For  it's  laid  them  at  rest,  vhere  they  sleep  viihoui  snoring. 
Keep!  Putnam  J  one  peal  of  Bostonian  thunder! 
That  some  here  may  atone  for  the  national  plunder. 
Do  thou,  Lord  of  hosts!  send  such  surgeons  to  bleed  'em. 
And  deal  thus  with  the  foes  to  American  freedom. 
This,  this  is  the  prayer  of  all  virtuous,  good  men, 
And  the  venal  alone  will  refuse  their  Amen. 

October  3. — The  thanks  of  the  worthy  New  York  Sons 
of  Liberty,  in  solemn  congress  assembled,  were  this  night 

vredcnhurxh  the  vot(*lj  alld  unanimously  allowed  to  be  justly  due 
Barber.  to  ^rr  jaco|}  Vrcdenburgh,  barber,  for  his  firm, 
spirited,  and  patriotic  conduct  in  refusing  to  complete  an  oper- 
ation vulgarly  called  siiavino,  which  he  had  begun  on  the 
face  of  Captain  John  Croscr,  commander  of  the  Empress  of 
Russia,  one  of  his  Majesty's  transports,  now  lying  in  the 
river;  but  most  fortunately  and  providentially  was  informed 
of  the  identity  of  the  gentleman's  person  when  he  had  about 
half  finished  the  job. 

It  is  most  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  all  gentlemen  of  the 
razor  will  follow  this  wise,  prudent,  interesting,  and  praise* 
worthy  example,  so  steadily,  that  every  person  who  pays  due 
allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  and  wishes  peace,  happiness,  and 
unanimity  to  the  colonies,  may  have  his  beard  to  grow  as  long 
as  ever  was  king  Nebuchadnezzar's.* 

1  Holt's  Journal,  October  12. 

1  From  the  London  Evening  Post,  republished  in  Holt's  Journal,  October  6. 
1  Upcott,  ir.  333. 
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We  arc  not  a  little  cheered  to  hear  our  grievances  exciting 
sympathy  in  England.  At  a  dinner  given  by  the  Lord  Mayor 
to  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex,  at  the  George,  at 

English  Sympathy 

Cheswick,  several  loyal  toasts  were  drank,  among 
which  were  the  following:  "General  Putnam  and  all  those 
American  heroes  who,  like  men,  nobly  prefer  death  to  slavery 
and  chains." — "  To  him  who  risks  his  life  in  support  of  a  good 
government,  and  would  in  opposition  to  a  bad  one." — "  Messrs. 
Ilancock  and  Adams,  and  all  our  worthy  fellow-subjects  in 
America,  who  arc  nobly  contending  for  our  rights  with  their 
own." 1 


THE  DILEMMA. 

In  eT'rj  civil  war  this  hazard's  run : 

44  Conquer  thou'rt  ruin'd ;  conquered  thou'rt  undone." 

Who  gives  the  advice,  shows  wondrous  want  of  skill, 

But  those  who  follow  it  are  weaker  still. 

Of  understanding  is  not  he  bereft, 

Whose  right  hand  is  employed  to  maim  his  left  ? ' 


October  4. — A  correspondent  at  London  says,  "  It  is  under 
consideration  to  form  a  parliament,  or  general  council,  for  all 
the  provinces  in  America,  something  similar  to  AnAmerlcan 
that  of  Ireland ;  the  governors  and  some  partic-  p»rU**»»«»t- 
nlar  officers  to  form  an  upper  house." — With  due  thanks  to 
our  aged  mother,  now  debilitated  in  her  mental  faculties,  for 
her  solicitude  in  forming  a  government  for  us,  we  would 
desire  her  to  spare  herself  that  trouble.  "We,  being  now  of 
.age  to  manage  our  own  business,  shall  take  care  to  form  a 
government  for  ourselves,  in  which  we  want  no  one  to  inter- 
pose, though  we  shall  always  have  a  dutiful  regard  to  our 
mother,  desire  to  be  upon  good  terms  with  her,  and  render  her 
all  the  help  that  is  consistent  with  the  necessary  care  of  our 
freedom  and  interest — which  is  as  much  as  any  reasonable, 
affectionate  mother  can  expect  or  desire." 


1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  October  4.  *  Constitutional  Gazette,  October  4. 
1  Holt's  Journal,  October  5. 
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October  6. — The  infamous  Dr.  Keajrsley  of  Philadelphia, 
not  content  with  his  late  triumphal  procession  for  his  enmity 
to  this  country,  lias  made  a  further  attempt  to 
Doctor  Kc»r»ie7.  jnjure        ^  t(Mjav  wa8  happily  discovered. 

Some  letters  of  his  were  intercepted  in  a  vessel  bound  from 
here  to  London,  which  were  filled  with  the  most  villanous  in- 
vectives and  scandalous  misrepresentations  of  the  first  charac- 
ters in  this  country,  and  the  public  proceedings. 

This  so  enraged  the  people  in  general,  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  humanity  of  some  gentlemen  who  conducted  him 
to  gaol,  he  would  possibly  have  been  very  roughly  handled. 
He  is  as  sulky  as  when  exalted  on  the  cart,  glories  in  the  mis- 
chief he  still  hopes  to  do  this  country,  and  refuses  to  give  any 
satisfaction. 

This  ungrateful  son  of  Galen  has  acquired  a  considerable 
fortune  by  his  practice  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  manufacturing 
Keyscr's  Pills,  which  are  sold  for  genuine  by  a  certain  Tory 
bibliopolist 1  in  a  neighboring  province.* 

October  8. — Yesterday  afternoon  appeared  in  sight  of 
Bristol  harbor "  a  very  formidable  fleet,  consisting  of  sixteen 
Bristol  yiz-  •  *nree  men-of-war,  one  bomb  ketch,  and 

Bombarded  0ther  armed  vessels,  all  of  which,  excepting  the 
Glasgow,  which  ran  ashore  at  Papaquash  point,  drew  up  in  a 
line  of  battle  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other.  Soon 
after  they  had  moored,  a  barge  came  from  the  Rose  to  the  head 
of  a  wharf,  with  the  lieutenant,  who  asked  if  there  were  any 
gentlemen  on  the  wharf?  William  Bradford  being  present, 
answered  yes ;  whereupon  the  lieutenant  informed  him  Captain 
Wallace  had  a  demand  to  make  on  the  town,  and  desired  that* 
two  or  three  of  the  principal  men,  or  magistrates,  of  the  town, 
would  go  on  board  his  ship,  within  an  hour,  and  hear  his  pro- 
posals ;  otherwise  hostilities  would  be  commenced  against  the 

1  Hugh  Gaine,  the  publisher  of  the  New  York  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mercury. 

•  Constitutional  Gazette,  October  14  and  21 :— We  hear  Dr.  John  Kearsley  is 
sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  for  a  limited  time  in  the  back  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  high  crimes  against  this  country. 

■  In  Rhode  Island. 
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town.  The  above  gentleman  replied,  as  a  magistrate,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  Captain  Wallace  was  under  a  greater  obligation 
to  come  ashore  and  make  his  demands  known  to  the  town,  than 
for  die  magistrates  to  go  on  board  his  ship  to  hear  them  ;  and 
added,  that  if  Captain  Wallace  would  come  to  the  head  of  the 
wharf  the  next  morning,  he  should  be  treated  as  a  gentleman, 
and  the  town  would  consider  of  his  demands.    With  this  an- 
swer the  lieutenant  returned  on  board  the  Rose.   The  inhabit- 
ants being  made  acquainted  with  the  above  association,  re- 
paired to  the  wharf  and  waited  with  the  utmost  impatience 
for  a  reply  from  Captain  Wallace,  till  an  hour  had  expired, 
when  the  whole  fleet  began  a  most  heavy  cannonading,  and 
the  bomb  vessel  to  bombard  and  heave  shells  and  carcases  into 
the  town ;  which  continued,  without  intermission  an  hour  and 
a  half. 

In  the  mean  time,  Colonel  Potter,  in  the  hottest  of  the  fire, 
went  upon  the  head  of  the  wharf,  hailed  the  Rose,  went  on 
board,  and  requested  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  till  the  inhabit- 
ants might  choose  a  committee  to  go  on  board  and  treat  with 
Captain  Wallace  ;  which  request  was  complied  with  ;  and  six 
hours  were  allowed  for  the  above  purpose.  Colonel  Potter  re- 
turned and  made  a  report  to  the  committee  of  inspection,  who 
chose  a  select  committee  to  hear  Captain  Wallace's  demands, 
which,  after  they  had  gone  on  board,  Captain  Wallace  in- 
formed them  were  a  supply  of  two  hundred  sheep  and  thirty 
fat  cattle.  This  demand,  the  committee  replied,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  comply  with  ;  for  the  country  people  had  been  in  and 
driven  off  their  stock,  saving  a  few  sheep  and  some  milch 
cows. 

After  some  honrs  had  expired,  during  the  negotiation, 
withont  coming  to  any  agreement,  Captain  Wallace  told  them: 
''I  have  this  one  proposal  to  make :  if  you  will  promise  to  sup- 
ply me  with  forty  sheep,  at  or  before  twelve  o'clock,  I  will  as- 
sure yon  that  another  gun  shall  not  be  discharged."  The 
committee,  seeing  themselves  reduced  to  the  distressing  alter- 
native, either  to  supply  their  most  inveterate  enemy  with  pro- 
visions, or  to  devote  to  the  flames  the  town,  with  all  the  goods, 
besides  near  one  hundred  sick  persons,  who  could  not  be  re- 
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moved  without  the  utmost  hazard  of  their  lives  ;  I  say,  seeing 
themselves  reduced  to  this  dreadful  dilemma  of  two  evils,  re- 
luctantly chose  the  least,  by  agreeing  to  supply  them  with 
forty  sheep  at  the  time  appointed,  which  was  punctually  per- 
formed. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  John  Burt,  having  been  confined  to  his 
house  by  the  camp  distemper,  when  the  cannonading  began, 
left  his  habitation  to  seek  some  place  of  safety,  and  to-day  was 
found  dead  in  a  neighboring  field.1  It  is  conjectured  that,  be- 
ing overcome  with  fear  and  fatigue,  he  fell  down  and  was  una- 
ble to  raise  himself  up,  and  so  expired.  A  child  of  Captain 
Timothy  Ingraham,  having  been  removed  in  the  rain,  is  also 
dead. 

What  equally  challenges  our  admiration  and  gratitude  to 
God  is,  that  no  more  lives  were  lost,  or  persons  hurt,  by  such 
an  incessant  and  hot  fire ;  the  streets  being  full  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  the  whole  time.  The  shrieks  of  the  women,  the 
cries  of  the  children,  and  groans  of  the  sick,  would  have  ex- 
torted a  tear  from  even  the  eye  of  a  Nero.' 

Lord  William  Campbell,  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  has 
fled  with  the  utmost  precipitation  on  board  the  man-of-war  in 
Lord  wmiam  tne  harbor  ;  the  committee  of  Charleston  having 
c«mpbeii.  verv  fortunately  discovered  that  his  excellency 
had  employed  one  Cameron,  an  Indian  commissary  in  the  in- 
terior parts  of  that  province,  to  engage  the  Indians  in  the 
ministerial  service.  He  had  actnallv  enlisted  six  hundred  of 
them,  and  furnished  them  with  every  necessary  in  order  to 
butcher  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  country.  This  plan  was 
discovered  by  a  gentleman  who  seized  the  express  on  its  way 
from  said  Cameron  to  the  Governor,  whom  he  knew  to  be  dis- 
affected to  the  American  cause,  and  conveyed  the  despatches 

*  The  Reverend  Mr.  Burt  was  born  in  Boston,  and  received  a  liberal  education 
at  Harvard  College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1736.  He  wns,  on  the  lsth 
of  May,  1741,  ordained  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Bristol,  where  he 
labored  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  thirty-four  years.  He  was  a  geutleman  of 
a  respectable  character. —  Oaint't  Mercury,  October  23. 

*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Bristol,  in  the  New  York  Gazette,  October  23. 
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to  the  provincial  committee.  The  gentleman  disguised  himself 
in  a  drover's  habit,  and  attended  the  express  to  the  governors 
bouse,  heard  the  conversation  between  them,  and  then  discov- 
ered the  whole  plot  to  the  committee.1 

October  12. — Last  Tuesday,  one  of  the  privateers  from 
Beverly,  Massachusetts,  having  been  on  a  cruise  in  the  bay, 
was  followed,  on  her  return  into  port,  by  the  B.Teriy 
Nautilus  man-of-war.  The  privateer  ran  aground  Private*™, 
in  a  cove  a  little  without  Beverly  harbor,  where  the  people 
speedily  assembled,  stripped  her,  and  carried  her  guns,  etc., 
ashore.  The  man-of-war  was  soon  within  gun-shot,  when  she 
also  got  aground  ;  she,  however,  let  go  an  anchor,  and  bringing 
her  broadside  to  bear,  began  to  fire  upon  the  privateer.  The 
people  of  Salem  and  Beverly  soon  returned  the  compliment 
from  a  number  of  cannon  on  shore,  keeping  up  a  warm  and 
well-directed  fire  on  the  man-of-war  for  two  or  three  hours, 
and  it  is  supposed  did  her  considerable  damage,  and  probably 
killed  and  wounded  some  of  her  men ;  but  before  they  could 
hoard  her,  which  they  were  preparing  to  do,  the  tide  arose 
(about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening),  when  she  cut  her  cable 
and  got  off.  Some  of  her  shot  struck  one  or  two  buildings  in 
Beverly ;  but  no  lives  were  lost,  and  the  privateer  damaged 
very  little,  if  any.' 

It  is  said  General  Gage  has  actually  sailed  from  Boston  for 
England : — General  ITowe,  since  he  took  command  of  the 
Imtckering  army,  in  order  to  show  his  skill  in  the  art  miUtuire, 
<»n  Friday  last  began  a  smart  cannonade,  when  ninety-three 
>liot  were  fired  from  the  several  batteries  at  Boston  on  the 
army  at  Roxbnry,  without  doing  any  other  damage  than 
mounding  one  man  in  the  arm  and  killing  two  cows.' 

A  party  of  young  men  in  London  lately  went  to  one  of 
tlie  temporary  cook-shops  in  Covent  Garden,  when  one  of  them 

'  Gaint'a  Mercury,  October  9.  *  Rivington'g  Gazetteer,  October  19. 

'  Holt's  Journal,  October  19,  and  Pennsylvania  Journal,  October  18. 
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said  to  his  companions : — "  I'll  show  yon  how  the  Americans 
intend  to  serve  Boston.  Yon  must  suppose  that  pan  over  the 
charcoal  fire  to  be  the  town,  and  the  sausages  in  it  to  be  Gen- 
eral Gage  and  the  king's  troops ;  and  then,"  says  he,  u  they 
will  be  served  thus  * — when  he  threw  a  paper  with  some  gim7 
powder  in  it  under  the  pan,  which  immediately  blew  the  san- 
sages,  etc.,  into  the  air.  "  There,"  cries  he,  "  now  you  may  see 
where  Boston  is,  and  also  how  the  Americans  will  leave  Gen- 
eral Gage  and  his  soldiers  to  fly  without  wings !  "  He  then 
gave  the  woman  a  gninea  for  the  loss  of  her  goods,  and  left 
her  very  well  satisfied  about  the  matter.1 

October  19. — Yesterday,  at  New  York,  departed  this  life, 
of  a  fever,  Michael  Cresap,  Esq.,  eldest  son  of  Colonel  Thomas 
Death  of  captmin  Cresap,  of  Potomac,  in  Virginia,  in  the  twenty- 

cw»»p.  eighth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  captain  of  a  rifle 
company  now  in  the  continental  army  before  Boston.  lie 
served  as  a  captain  under  the  command  of  Lord  Dunmore,  in 
the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  in  which  he  eminently 
distinguished  himself,  by  his  prudence,  firmness,  and  intrepidity, 
as  a  brave  officer ;  and  in  the  present  contest  between  the  par- 
ent state  and  the  colonics,  gave  proofs  of  his  attachment  to  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  his  country.  lie  has  left  a  widow  and 
four  children  to  deplore  the  loss  of  a  husband  and  a  father ;  and 
by  his  deatli  his  country  is  deprived  of  a  worthy  and  esteemed 
citizen.  To-day  he  was  interred  at  Trinity  Church.  His  funeral 
was  attended  from  his  lodgings  by  the  independent  companies 
of  militia,  and  the  most  respectable  inhabitants,  through  the 
principal  streets  to  the  church.  The  grenadiers  of  the  first 
battalion  fired  three  volleys  over  his  grave.  The  whole  was 
conducted  with  great  decency,  and  in  military  form.' 

By  accounts  from  Canada  we  learn,  that  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  September  last,  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  prompted  by  ambi- 
Aiienukcn    t5on>  na(l  hmprudently,  without  orders,  crossed 
over  from  Longueuil  with  thirty  of  his  own 


1  VirginU  Gaxctte,  October  28. 

•  Rivington's  Gazetteer,  October  26,  and  Constitutional  Gazette,  October  28. 
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and  fifty  Canadians,  in  order  to  get  possession  of  Montreal. 
Colonel  Prescot,  hearing  of  his  coming,  engaged  a  number  of 
people  from  the  suburbs,  at  half  a  joe  per  man,  to  join  a  party 
of  regulars  from  the  garrison,  and  to  go  out  against  him. 
They  met  about  two  miles  from  the  town,  when  a  smart  en- 
gagement ensued,  whieh  lasted  upwards  of  two  honrs.  The 
enemy  had  two  field-pieces.    After  a  long  engagement,  the 
Americans  were  obliged  to  retire.    Colonel  Allen  and  two  or 
three  of  his  men  were  taken  prisoners,  and  about  as  many  were 
wounded;  the  rest  returned  to  their  friends.    By  the  hest  ac- 
counts we  learn  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  regulars 
were  killed  and  wounded.1 

> 

Tms  morning  news  came  in  from  Marblehead,  that  a  small 
vessel,  sent  from  Boston  to  New  Providence,  in  the  Bahamas, 
for  fruit  and  turtle,  and  having  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the 
latter  on  board,  came  either  accidentally  or  designedly  to  Mar' 
blehead,  where  they  were  all  seized,  and  are  now  on  the  road 
to  Cambridge.  What  a  baulk  to  the  poor  regulars,  and  what 
vexation  to  them  to  think  the  Yankees  should  regale  on  what 
they  themselves  had  already  feasted  on  in  imagination." 

Ax  English  paper  says:  "As  every  rebel  who  is  taken 
prisoner  m  America  has  incurred  the  pain  of  death  by  the  law 
martial,  it  is  said  government  will  charter  several  Pont8hmpnt  for 
transports,  after  their  arrival  in  Boston,  to  convey     Ulv  RcWU- 
the  culprits  to  the  East  Indies  for  the  Company's  service ;  as  it 

1  Xew  York  Gazette,  October  23:— A  correspondent  tars,  "The  expedition 
wm  &  thing  of  the  colonel's  own  head,  without  orders  from  the  general;*  nnd 
from  whom,  as  well  as  others,  he  receives  much  censure.  If  they  had  been  ap- 
prised of  it,  they  could  have  put  him  in  a  situation  to  have  succeeded  without 
much  danger.  But  Allen  is  a  high  flying  genius,  pursues  every  scheme  on  its  first 
impmrion,  without  consideration,  and  much  less  judgment.  It  was  with  the 
ntmort  difficulty,  and  through  the  greatest  entreaty,  that  General  Schuyler  per- 
mitted him  to  go  with  the  army,  knowing  h**  natural  disposition ;  and,  indeed, 
k»  fcara  have  proved  not  groundless,  and  though  trifling  our  loss,  and  the  detach- 
ment, yet  it  gives  a  check  to  our  progress."— Xew  England  Chronicle,  November  2. 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  October  18. 
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is  the  intention  of  the  government  to  punish  only  the  ringlead- 
ers and  commanders  capitally,  and  to  suffer  the  inferior  rebels 
to  redeem  their  lives  by  entering  into  the  East  India  Company's 
service.  This  translation  will  only  render  them  more  useful 
subjects  than  in  their  native  country." — How  these  traitors  ar- 
rogantly presume  upon  the  execution  of  their  schemes  of  vil- 
lany,  as  if  they  possessed  a  real  omnipotence,  and  could  com- 
mand future  events.1 

The'  London  Morning  Chronicle,*  contains  the  following 
lines,  on  taking  the  fort  and  stores  at  Ticonderoga  by  the  pro- 
vincials : 

Bratk  race  of  men  !  that  lately  shewed, 
The  British  fire  in  you  renewed ; 
May  God  your  land  secure  defend ! 
(Your  constant  guardian,  your  best  friend,) 
Unite  your  hearts,  your  counsels  bless, 
And  grant  your  just  designs 


October  24. — Last  Sunday,  died  of  an  apoplectic  stroke, 
at  Philadelphia,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age,  the  Hon. 
D«th  of  rcyton  P«vton  Randolph,  Esq.,  of  Virginia,  late  Presi- 
Ranuoiph.  c]enj.  0f  the  Continental  Congress,  and  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Burgesses  in  Virginia ;  a  gentleman  who  possessed 
the  virtues  of  humanity  in  an  eminent  degree,  and,  joining 
with  them  the  strongest  judgment,  was  the  delight  of  his 
friends  in  private  life,  and  a  most  valuable  member  of  society ; 
having  long  filled,  and  with  great  ability  and  integrity  dis- 
charged, the  most  honorable  public  trusts.  To  the  truth  of 
tin's  his  family,  his  friends,  and  his  country  bear  mournful  tes- 
timony. This  afternoon' his  remains  were  removed  from  Mr. 
Benjamin  Randolph's  to  Christ  Church,  where  an  excellent 
sermon  on  the  mournful  occasion  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Duche,  after  which  the  corpse  was  carried  to  the  burial- 
ground,  and  deposited  in  a  vault  till  it  can  be  conveyed  to 
Virginia.4 

■  * 

1  Holt's  Journal,  October  19.  1  Of  July  14,  1115. 

■  Virginia  Gazette,  October  28.  *  Pennsylvania  Journal,  October  25. 
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October  28. — Captain  Barnes's  sloop,  one  of  the  four  prizes 
taken  by  the  Viper  sloop-of-war,  some  time  ago,  has  been  re- 
taken by  the  following  stratagem  :  A  midshipman  BmeB,i  g, 
and  four  men  from  the  Viper  were  put  on  board,  *ree",9, 
with  two  of  Captain  Barnes's  crew,  and  the  master  of  another 
vessel,  lately  taken  by  the  enemy,  was  shipped  as  a  pilot.  Their 
orders  were  to  carry  the  vessel  to  Boston,  but,  if  separated  from 
the  others,  to  take  her  into  Newport.  They  parted  the  first 
night,  and  the  night  following  made  Rhode  Island.  The  pilot 
wag  carrying  her  in  at  the  east  side,  and  on  the  midshipman's 
expressing  his  surprise  at  not  seeing  the  lighthouse,  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  sons  of  liberty  had  burned  it.  They  soon 
came  to  an  anchor  at  Rowland's  ferry ;  the  midshipman  in- 
quired for  the  man-of-war,  when  the  pilot,  pointing  to  the  lights 
on  the  shore,  told  him  they  were  the  ships.  Early  next  morn- 
ing the  pilot,  assisted  by  Captain  Barnes,  nailed  up  the  com- 
panion door,  and  beckoned  a  number  of  people  on  board  from 
the  shore,  who  released  the  pirates  from  their  confinement,  and 
conducted  them  to  head-quarters  on  the  island  ;  from  whence 
they  were  carried  to  Providence  and  safely  lodged  in  gaol.1 

After  Lord  Dunmore,  with  Ids  troops  and  navy,  had  been 
for  several  weeks  seizing  the  persons  and  property  of  his  Maj- 
esty's peaceable  subjects  in  Virginia,  on  Wednes-  nwt)pton 
day  night  last  (25th)  a  party  from  an  armed  tender  thre»tenc<L 
landed  near  Hampton,  and  took  away  a  valuable  negro  man 
slave  and  a  sail  from  the  owner ;  next  morning  there  appeared 
off  the  mouth  of  llampton  river  a  large  armed  schooner,  a  sloop, 
and  three  tenders,  with  soldiers  on  board,  and  a  message  was 
received  at  Hampton  from  Captain  Squires,  on  board  the 
schooner,  that  he  would  that  day  land  and  burn  the  town  ;  on 
which  a  company  of  regulars*  and  a  company  of  minute  men, 
who  had  been  placed  there  in  consequence  of  former  threats 
denounced  against  that  place,  made  the  best  disposition  to  pre- 
vent their  landing,  aided  by  a  body  of  militia  who  were  sud- 
denly called  together  on  the  occasion.  The  enemy  accordingly 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  NoTember  8. 
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attempted  to  land,  but  were  retarded  by  some  boats  sunk 
across  the  channel  for  that  purpose ;  upon  this  they  fired  sev- 
eral small  cannon  at  the  provincials,  without  any  effect,  who,  in 
return,  discharged  their  small  arms  so  effectually,  as  to  make 
the  enemy  move  off,  with  the  loss  of  several  men,  as  it  is  be- 
lieved  ;  but  they  had,  in  the  mean  time,  burnt  down  a  house 
belonging  to  a  Mr.  Cooper,  on  that  river. 

On  intelligence  of  this  reaching  Williamsburg,  about  nine 
at  night,  a  company  of  riflemen  were  despatched  to  the  aid  of 
Hampton,  and  the  colonel  of  the  second  regiment  sent  to  take  the 
command  of  the  whole ;  who  with  the  company,  arrived  about 
eight  o'clock  next  morning.  Tlie  enemy  had,  m  the  night,  cut 
through  the  sunken  boats  and  made  a  passage  for  their  vessels, 
which  were  drawn  up  close  to  the  town,  and  began  to  firo 
upon  it  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  party  from  Williamsburg ; 
but  as  soon  as  our  men  were  so  disposed  as  to  give  them  a  few 
shot,  they  went  off  so  hastily  that  onr  people  took  a  small 
tender  with  five  white  men,  a  woman,  and  two  slaves,  six 
swivels,  seven  muskets,  some  small  arms  and  other  things,  a 
*  sword,  pistols,  and  several  papers  belonging  to  a  Lieutenant 
"Wright,  who  made  his  escape  by  jumping  overboard  and 
swimming  away,  with  Mr.  King's  negro  man.  They  are 
on  shore,  and  a  pursuit,  it  is  hoped,  may  overtake  them. 
There  were  in  the  vessel  two  men  mortally  wounded ;  one  is 
since  dead  and  the  other  near  his  end;  besides  which,  nine 
men  were  seen  to  be  thrown  overboard  from  one  of  the  vessels. 
We  had  not  a  man  even  wounded.  The  vessels  went  over  to 
Norfolk,  and  the  whole  force  from  thence  is  intending  to  visit 
Hampton  to-day.  If  they  come,  we  hope  our  brave  troops 
will  be  prepared  for  them.' 

"The  memory  of  the  jo«t  is  blessed" 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth  instant,  departed 
this  life,  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  seventy-second  year  of  her  age, 
in  certain  hope  of  a  joyful  resurrection,  Sarah  Morris,  aa  emi- 
nent minister  among  the  people  called  Quakers. 

1  Rivington'a  Gazetteer,  November  9. 
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Her  life  and  conversation  were  uniformly  consistent  with 
her  Christian  profession,  adorning  the  doctrine  she  preached. 
Cheerful  without  gaiety,  serious  without  austerity,  and  pious 
without  affectation,  she  was  an  ornament  to  society  and  the  de- 
light of  her  friends  and  acquaintance,  whose  affliction  for  their 
loss  can  only  be  alleviated  by  an  assurance  that  it  is  her  great 
gain.  A  long  and  painful  illness  she  bore  with  the  fortitude 
and  resignation  becoming  a  Christian,  whose  expectations  of 
enduring  happiness  were  fixed  on  that  foundation  which  stand- 
eth  sure.' 

A  short  time  before  the  skirmish  at  Concord,  Massachu- 
setts, the  officers  of  the  army,  being  highly  incensed  by  the  in- 
habitants of  Boston,  from  the  many  insults  which  had  been 
offered  them,  and  exasperated  by  the  many  inflammatory 
jreachings  and  orations  delivered  from  the  pulpit,  resolved 
privately  to  take  an  opportunity  to  seize  the  promoters  of  these 
discourses,  the  principals  of  which  were  Adams,  Hancock,  and 
Doctor  Warren.  The  scheme  was  now  laid,  and  the  young 
man  fixed  upon  to  carry  it  into  execution  was  an  ensign  in  the 
army,  who  was  to  give  the  signal  to  the  rest,  distributed  about 
the  church,  by  throwing  an  egg  at  Doctor  Warren  in  the  pul- 
pit. However,  this  scheme  was  rendered  abortive,  in  the  most 
whimsical  manner,  for  he  who  was  deputed  to  throw  the  egg 
fell  in  going  to  the  church,  dislocated  his  kn^ee,  and  broke  the 
egg,  by  which  means  the  scheme  failed,  and  the  skirmish  at 
Concord  happening  within  a  few  days,  these  worthy  patriots 
of  their  country  retired  to  Roxbury.1 

1  Pennsjlrania  Packet,  October  30. 

1  Extract  from  a  London  pager  In  the  Virginia  Gazette,  December  2.— See 
P«ge  84,  ante. 
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November  1. — Colonel  Allen's  misfortune  happened  by 
reason  of  his  not  being  joined  by  four  hundred  men,  which, 
undoubtedly,  would  have  enabled  him  to  have 
withstood  the  party  that  attacked  him,  they  being 
only  three  hundred  strong.  Colonel  Allen  withstood  them  an 
hour  and  a  quarter,  with  only  about  forty  men,  exclusive  of 
seventy  Canadians.  "When  the  party  from  Montreal  was 
marching  down  to  give  Colonel  Allen  battle,  he  retreated  to  an 
advantageous  spot  of  ground,  where  he  made  a  stand,  and  60011 
saw  a  party  of  men  filing  off  to  surround  him,  whereupon  he 
sent  off  about  half  his  men,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Youngs,  to  annoy  them ;  but  neither  Youngs  nor  any  of  his 
party  ever  fired  a  gun,  for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves, 
and  Allen  was  left  with  about  thirty-five  men,  as  most  of  the 
Canadians  left  him  on  the  first  fire  from  the  enemy.  Allen 
had  but  one  man  killed  in  the  skirmish — seventeen  of  the  ene- 
my were  killed ;  among  whom  are  Major  Carden,  who  com- 
manded the  party,  and  several  principal  Tory  merchants  of 
Montreal.  Several  Canadians  were  taken  prisoners  with  Colo- 
nel Allen,  whom  the  regular  officers  said  they  would  put  to 
death ;  on  which  Allen  stepped  up,  opened  his  breast,  and  said 
the  Canadians  were  not  to  blame;  that  he  brought  them  there, 
and  if  anybody  must  be  murdered,  let  it  be  him.  This  got 
him  great  credit  with  all  the  officers  at  Montreal,  and  Carleton 
himself  said  it  was  a  pity  a  man  of  Allen's  spirit  should  be 
engaged  in  so  bad  a  cause,  as  he  calls  it.  Colonel  Allen  is 
prisoner  on  board  the  Gaspee  brig,  before  Montreal.  General 
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Schuyler  has  offered  to  give  up  any  officer  he  has,  in  exchange 
for  him,  hut  has  not  yet  received  an  answer.1 

Nearly  all  the  people  belonging  to  Cape  Ann,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, have  evacuated  the  town,  and  have  proceeded  so  far 
in  removing  their  effects,  as  to  take  away  the 
glass  windows  from  the  meeting-house  and  many 
of  the  dwelling-houses.  Lieutenant-colonel  Mason,  of  the  artil- 
lery, has  been  down  from  Cambridge  to  give  directions  in  for- 
tifying the  harbor,  where  two  batteries  are  already  erected,  and 
other  measures  taken  for  giving  the  enemy  a  proper  reception. 

We  hear  that  Mr.  Samuel  Hodgdon,  within  a  month  past, 
had  a  child  baptized  in  Boston,  by  the  Itcv.  Dr.  Mather,  by 
the  name  of  Samuel  Adams  ;  and  last  Sabbath  was  baptized, 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  French,  at  Andovcr,  a  child  of  Nathanael 
Appleton,  Esq.,  by  the  name  of  George  Washington." 

November  7. — TnE  province  of  New  Hampshire  has  asked 
advice  of  the  Congress  relative  to  assuming  government.  The 
Congress  advised  the  Provincial  Convention  to  New  1Ianip,blre 
grant  warrants  for  a  free  and  full  election  of  rep-  Mk* AdT,oe 
resentatives  of  the  colony,  who,  if  they  think  it  necessary,  are 
to  choose  such  a  form  of  government  as  they,  in  their  judg- 
ment, shall  think  will  best  promote  the  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  preserve  peace  and  good  order  during  the  present 
dispute  with  Great  Britain.  The  same  advice  was  given  to 
South  Carolina,  and  in  a  few  months  we  hope  every  colony 
will  be  perfectly  free.' 

Tms  day  Lord  Dunmore4  issued  the  following  proclamation, 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  camp  before  St.  John's,  in  the  Constitutional 
Gazette,  November  29. 

1  New  England  Chronicle,  November  2. 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Philadelphia,  in  the  Constitutional  Gazette,  Decem- 
ber A. 

'  Bis  title  was  John,  Earl  or  Dcxmork,  his  Majesty's  Lientcnant  and  Gover- 
nor-General of  the  colony  and  dominion  of  Virginia,  and  Vicc-Admtral  of  the 
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from  his  retreat  on  board  the  war-ship  William,  now  at  anctor 
Dunmore'*  °^  Norfolk,  Virginia.  It  at  once  shows  the 
Proci»motion.  DasenC8S  0f  hig  heart,  his  malice  and  treacherv 
against  the  people  who  were  once  under  his  government,  and 
his  officious  violation  of  all  law,  justice,  and  humanity  ;  not  to 
mention  his  arrogating  to  himself  a  power  which  neither  he 
can  assume,  nor  any  power  upon  earth  invest  him  with. 

Not  in  the  legions 
Of  horrid  hell,  can  come  a  devil  more  damned, 
In  eviU,  to  top  Dunmorel 

"  A  Proclamation  : — As  I  have  ever  entertained  hopes  that 
an  accommodation  might  have  taken  place  between  Great 
Britain  and  this  colon}',  without  being  compelled,  by  my  duty, 
to  this  most  disagreeable,  but  now  absolutely  necessary  step ; 
rendered  so  by  a  body  of  armed  men,  unlawfully  assembled, 
firing  upon  his  Majesty's  tenders ;  and  the  formation  of  an 
army,  and  that  army  now  on  their  way  to  attack  lus  Majesty's 
troops  and  destroy  the  well-disposed  subjects  of  this  country. 
To  defeat  such  treasonable  purposes,  and  that  all  such  trai- 
tors and  their  abettors  may  be  brought  to  justice,  and  that  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  this  colony  may  be  again  restored, 
which  the  ordinary  course  of  the  civil  law  is  unable  to  effect ; 
I  have  thought  fit  to  issue  this,  my  proclamation,  hereby  de- 
claring, that  until  the  aforesaid  good  purposes  can  be  obtained, 
I  do,  in  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me  given  by  his 
Majesty,  determine  to  execute  martial  law,  and  cause  the  same 
to  be  executed  throughout  this  colony ;  and  to  the  end  that 
peace  and  good  order  may  the  sooner  be  restored,  I  do  require 
every  person  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  resort  to  his  Majesty's 
Standard,  or  be  looked  upon  as  a  traitor  to  his  crown  and 
government,  and  thereby  become  liable  to  the  penalty  the  law 
inflicts  upon  such  offences,  such  as  forfeiture  of  life,  confisca- 
tion of  lands,  etc.,  etc.  And  I  do  hereby  further  declare  all 
indentured  servants,  negroes,  or  others,  appertaining  to  rebels, 
free,  that  are  willing  and  able  to  bear  arui6 ;  they  joining  his 
Majesty's  troops,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
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ducing  this  colony  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty  to  his  Maj- 
esty's crown  and  dignity.  I  do  further  order  and  require,  all 
his  Majesty's  liege  subjects  to  retain  their  quit  rents,  or  any  other 
taxes  due,  or  that  may  become  due,  in  their  own  custody,  till 
such  time  as  peace  be  again  restored  to  this  at  present  most  un- 
happy country,  or  demanded  of  them,  for  their  former  salutary 
purposes,  by  officers  properly  authorized  to  receive  the  same."  1 
It  is  necessary,  for  the  welfare  of  two  sorts  of  people,  that 
the  appearance  of  this  proclamation  should  be  attended  with 
some  comment.   Such  as  have  mixed  much  in  so-  Remark*  on  Lord 

«  j»  ii  »•**•!       Dunmone'i  Pro©- 

ciety,  and  have  had  opportunities  of  hearing  the  i»ui»uon. 
subject  of  the  present  unnatural  contest  discussed,  will  be  but 
little  6tartled  at  the  appellation  of  rebel,  because  they  will  know 
it  is  not  merited.  But  others  there  mav  be,  whose  circum- 
stances  may,  in  a  great  measure,  have  excluded  them  from  the 
knowledge  of  public  matters,  who  may  be  sincerely  attached 
to  the  interest  of  their  country,  and  who  may  yet  be  frightened 
to  act  against  it,  from  the  dread  of  incurring  a  guilt  which, 
by  all  good  men,  is  justly  abhorred.  To  these,  it  may  be 
proper  to  address  a  few  remarks  upon  this  proclamation ;  and,  as 
a  part  of  it  respects  the  negroes,  and  seems  to  offer  something 
very  flattering  and  desirable  to  them,  it  may  be  doing  them, 
as  well  as  the  country,  a  service,  to  give  them  a  just  view  of 
what  they  are  to  expect,  should  they  be  so  weak  and  wicked 
as  to  comply  with  what  Lord  Dunmore  requires.  Those,  then, 
who  are  afraid  of  being  styled  rebels,  we  would  beg  to  con- 
sider, that  although  Lord  Dunmore,  in  this  proclamation,  in- 
sidiously mentions  his  having  till  now  entertained  hopes  of  an 
accommodation,  yet  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct,  for  many 
months  past,  has  had  the  most  direct  and  strongest  tendency  to 
widen  the  unhappy  breach,  and  render  a  reconciliation  more 
difficult.  For  what  other  purpose  did  he  write  his  false  and 
inflammatory  letters  to  the  ministers  of  state  ?  Why  did  he, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  take  from  us  our  powder,  and  render 
useless  the  arms  of  our  public  magazine  ?  "Why  did  he  secret- 
ly and  treacherously  lay  snares  for  the  lives  of  our  unwary 

1  Pennsjlrank  Journal,  December  6. 
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brethren  ;  snares  that  had  likely  to  have  proved  but  too  effect- 
ual ? 1  Why  did  he,  under  idle  pretences,  withdraw  himself 
from  the  seat  of  government,  where  alone  he  could,  had  he 
been  willing,  have  done  essential  service  to  our  country? 
Why,  by  his  authority,  have  continual  depredations  been  since 
made  upon  such  of  our  countrymen  as  are  situated  within  the 
reach  of  ships-of-war  and  tenders  ?  Why  have  our  towns  been 
attacked,  and  houses  destroyed  ?  Why  have  the  persons  of 
many  of  our  most  respectable  brethren  been  seized  upon,  torn 
from  all  their  connections,  and  confined  on  board  of  ships  1 
Was  all  this  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  ?  Judge  for  your- 
selves, whether  the  injuring  of  our  persons  and  properties  be 
the  readiest  way  to  gain  our  affections.  After  insulting  our 
persons,  he  now  presumes  to  insult  our  understandings  also. 
Do  not  believe  his  words,  when  his  actions  so  directlv  contra- 
diet  them.  If  he  wished  for  an  accommodation  ;  if  he  had  a 
desire  to  restore  peace  and  order,  as  he  professes,  it  was  to  be 
upon  terms  that  would  have  been  disgraceful,  and,  in  the  end, 
destructive  of  every  thing  dear  and  valuable. 

Consider,  again,  the  many  attempts  that  have  been  made 
to  enslave  us.  Nature  gave  us  equal  privileges  with  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain :  we  are  equally,  with  them,  entitled  to 
the  disposal  of  our  own  property  ;  and  we  have  never  resigned 
to  them  those  rights,  which  we  derived  from  nature.  But  they 
have  endeavored,  unjustly,  to  rob  us  of  them.  They  have 
made  acts  of  parliament,  in  which  we  in  no  manner  concurred, 
which  dispose  of  our  property  ;  acts  which  abridge  us  of  lib- 
erties we  once  enjoyed,  and  which  impose  burdens  and  restraints 
upon  us  too  heavy  to  be  borne.    Had  we  immediately  taken 

1  Tn  the  night  of  Saturday,  (June  8,  1775,)  some  young  men  got  into  the 
public  magazine  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  intending  to  furnish  themselves  with 
arms,  but  were  Foon  surprised  by  the  report  of  a  gun,  which  was  so  artfully  placed, 
(said  to  be  contrived  by  Lord  Dunmore,)  that  upon  touching  a  string  that  whs  in 
their  way,  it  went  off,  and  wounded  three  persons,  but  not  mortally.  One  of 
them  was  terribly  hurt  by  several  small  balls  that  entered  his  arm  and  shoulder; 
another,  by  the  loss  of  two  fingers  of  his  right  hand,  rendered  incapable  of  fol- 
lowing his  profession  for  subsistence ;  the  other  wounded  very  slightly.  There 
were  two  guns  prepared  for  this  horrid  purpose,  one  of  which  was  brought  out 
the  next  morning  and  found  to  be  double  charged. — HolCt  Journal^  June  22. 
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up  arms  to  assert  our  rights,  and  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  un- 
lawful power,  though  our  cause  would  have  been  just,  yet  our 
conduct  would  have  been  precipitate,  and,  so  far,  blamahle. 
"We  might  then,  with  some  shadow  of  justice,  have  been 
charged  with  rebellion,  or  a  disposition  to  rebel.  But  this  was 
not  the  way  we  behaved.  We  petitioned  once  and  again,  in 
the  most  dutiful  manner;  we  hoped  the  righteousness  of 
our  cause  would  appear,  that  our  complaints  would  be  heard 
and  attended  to  ;  we  wished  to  avoid  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
war,  and  so  long  proceeded  in  this  fruitless  track,  that  our  not 
adopting  a  more  vigorous  opposition  seemed  rather  to  proceed 
from  a  spirit  of  meanness  and  fear  than  of  peace  and  loyalty  ; 
and  all  that  we  gained  was,  to  be  more  grievously  oppressed. 
At  length  we  resolved  to  withhold  our  commerce  from  Great 
Britain,  and,  by  thus  affecting  her  interest,  oblige  her  to  re- 
dress our  grievances.  But  in  this  also  we  have  been  disap- 
pointed. Our  associations  have  been  deemed  unlawful  combi- 
nations, and  opposition  to  government.  "We  have  been  entirely 
deprived  of  our  trade  to  foreign  countries,  and  even  amongst 
ourselves,  and  fleets  and  armies  have  been  sent  to  reduce  us  to 
a  compliance  with  the  unjust  and  arbitrary  demands  of  the 
British  minister  and  corrupt  parliament.  Reduced  to  such 
circumstances,  to  what  could  we  have  recourse  but  to  arms  ? 
Every  other  expedient  having  been  tried  and  found  ineffectual, 
this  alone  was  left,  and  this  we  have,  at  last,  unwillingly 
adopted.  If  it  be  rebellion  to  take  up  arms  in  such,  a  cause  as 
this,  rebellion,  then,  is  not  only  justifiable,  but  an  honorable 
thing. 

But  let  us  not  be  deceived  with  empty  sounds.  They  who 
call  us  rebels  cannot  make  us  so.  Rebellion  is  open,  and 
avows  opposition  to  lawful  authority ;  but  it  is  usurped  and 
arbitrary  power  which  we  have  determined  to  oppose.  Societies 
are  formed  and  magistrates  appointed,  that  men  may  the  bet- 
ter enjoy  the  blessings  of  life.  Some  of  the  rights  which  they 
have  derived  from  nature  they  part  with,  that  they  may  the 
more  peaceably  and  safely  possess  the  rest.  To  preserve  the 
rights  they  have  reserved,  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  so- 
ciety ;  and  to  deprive  a  people  of  these  is  treason,  is  rebellion 
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against  the  state.  If  this  doctrine,  then,  be  right,  which  no 
one,  we  believe,  will  venture  to  deny,  we  are  dutiful  members 
of  society ;  and  the  persons  who  endeavor  to  rob  us  of  our 
rights,  they  are  tfie  rebels, — rebels  to  their  country  and  to  the 
rights  of  human  nature.  We  are  acting  the  part  of  loyal  sub- 
jects, of  faithful  members  of  the  community,  when  we  stand 
forth  in  opposition  to  the  arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts  of  any 
man,  or  set  of  men.  Resort  not,  then,  to  the  standard  which 
Lord  Dunmore  has  set  up ;  and,  if  any  of  you  have  been  so 
mistaken  in  your  duty  as  to  join  him,  fly  from  his  camp  as  an 
infected  place,  and  speedily  rejoin  your  virtuous,  suffering 
countrymen  ;  for  be  you  well  assured,  that  the  time  will  come 
when  these  invaders  of  the  rights  of  human  kind  will  suffer 
the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes ;  and  when  the  insulted 
and  oppressed  Americans  will,  if  they  preserve  their  virtue, 
triumph  over  all  their  enemies. 

The  second  class  of  people,  for  whose  sake  a  few  remarks  • 
upon  this  proclamation  seem  necessary,  is  the  negroes.  They 
have  been  flattered  with  their  freedom,  if  they  bo 

The  Slave*.  .  ... 

able  to  bear  arms,  and  will  speedily  join  Lord  Dun- 
more's  troops.  To  none,  then,  is  freedom  promised,  but  to  such 
as  are  able  to  do  Lord  Dunmore  service.  The  aged,  the  infirm, 
the  women  and  children,  are  still  to  remain  the  property  of 
their  masters ;  masters  who  will  be  provoked  to  severity,  should 
part  of  their  slaves  desert  them.  Lord  Dunmore's  declaration, 
therefore,  is  a  cruel  declaration  to  the  negroes.  He  does  not 
even  pretend  to  make  it  out  of  any  tenderness  for  them,  but 
solely  on  his  own  account ;  and,  should  it  meet  with  success, 
it  leaves  by  far  the  greater  number  at  the  mercy  of  an  enraged 
and  injured  people.  But  should  there  be  any  among  the  ne- 
groes weak  enough  to  believe  that  Dunmore  intends  to  do 
them  a  kindness,  and  wicked  enough  to  provoke  the  fury  of 
the  Americans  against  their  defenceless  fathers  and  mothers, 
their  wives,  their  women  and  children,  let  them  only  consider 
the  difficulties  of  effecting  their  escape,  and  what  they  must 
expect  to  suffer  if  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans. 
Let  them  farther  consider  what  must  be  their  fate,  should  the 
English  prove  conquerors  in  this  dispute.    If  we  can  judge  of 
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the  future  from  the  past,  it  will  not  be  much  mended.  Long 
have  the  Americans,  moved  by  compassion,  and  actuated  by 
sound  policy,  endeavored  to  stop  the  progress  of  slavery.  Our 
assemblies  have  repeatedly  passed  acts  laying  heavy  duties  upon 
imported  negroes,  by  which  they  meant  altogether  to  prevent 
the  horrid  traffic  ;  but  their  humane  intentions  have  been  as 
often  frustrated  by  the  cruelty  and  covetousness  of  a  set  of 
English  merchants,  who  prevailed  upon  the  king  to  repeal  our 
kind  and  merciful  acts,  little  indeed  to  the  credit  of  his  human- 
ity. Can  it  then  be  supposed  that  the  negroes  will  be  better 
used  by  the  English,  who  have  always  encouraged  and  upheld 
this  slavery,  than  by  their  present  masters,  who  pity  their  con- 
dition, who  wish,  in  general,  to  make  it  as  easy  and  comfort- 
able as  possible,  and  who  would  willingly,  were  it  in  their 
power,  or  were  they  permitted,  not  only  prevent  any  more  ne- 
groes from  losing  their  freedom,  but  restore  it  to  such  as  have 
already  unhappily  lost  it  ? 

Xo ;  these  ends  of  Lord  Dunmore  and  his  party  being  an- 
swered, they  will  either  give  up  the  offending  negroes  to  the 
rigor  of  the  laws  they  have  broken,  or  sell  them  in  the  West 
Indies,  where  every  year  they  sell  many  thousands  of  their 
miserable  brethren,  to  perish  either  by  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  or  the  cruelty  of  barbarous  masters.  Be  not  then,  ye 
negroes,  tempted  by  this  proclamation  to  ruin  yourselves. 
We  have  given  you  a  faithful  view  of  what  you  are  to  expect ; 
and  declare,  before  God,  in  doing  it,  we  have  considered  your 
welfare  as  well  as  that  of  the  country.  Whether  you  will  profit 
by  the  advice,  we  cannot  tell ;  but  this  we  know,  that  whether 
we  suffer  or  not,  if  you  desert  us,  you  most  certainly  will." 

November  9. — In  South  Carolina  they  have  two  thousand 
men  in  actual  pay,  and  five  hundred  horse  on  the  frontiers. 
Colonel  Gadsden,  commander-in-chief,  and  Colo-  Affaln)ln 
nel  Isaac  Huger,  second  colonel,  first  regiment.  8outh  Carolln*' 
Second  regiment,  Colonel  Moultrie,  Isaac  Mott,  lieutenant-colo- 
nel, late  of  the  Royal  Americans.  Fort  Johnson  fortified,  and 

1  Virginia  Gazette,  Norembcr  26. 
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garrisoned  with  four  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Mount  Pleasant 
fortified  with  four  cannon,  two  hundred  men  stationed  to  pre- 
vent the  shipping  taking  water.  No  provisions  allowed  the 
king's  ships.  Two  schooners  fitted  out,  mounting  fourteen  and 
twelve  guns,  and  full  manned  as  cruisers.  The  three  forts  in 
Charleston  and  the  first  bastion,  fortified  with  cannon.  An 
intrenchment,  about  four  miles  from  town,  laid  out ;  tools 
made  and  men  ready  to  begin  the  intrenchment  when  the  ex- 
press  came  away.  Women  and  children  almost  all  moved  out 
of  town,  and  barracks  built  for  them  in  the  country.  They 
have  twenty  tons  of  powder,  and  the  quantity  daily  increasing. 
Two  thousand  men  in  uniforms,  blue  faced  with  red.  Light 
horse,  five  hundred,  blue  faced  with  white,  and  well  furnished. 
The  militia  in  the  country  in  fine  order ;  drill  sergeants  having 
been  sent  among  them  many  months  past.  The  regulators  in 
the  back  country,  who  were  under  oath,  have  entered  into  a 
treaty  to  remain  neuter ;  Thomas  Fletcher  and  Patrick  Cun- 
ningham, their  chiefs,  are  now  in  Charleston.  The  people  are 
under  no  apprehensions  from  their  negroes.  The  Honorable 
William  "Henry  Drayton,  the  worthy  judge  of  the  superior 
court,  has  made  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  to  assist  the  in- 
habitants in  case  of  necessity.1 

November  10. — Yesterday  a  party  of  regulars  from  Boston, 
amounting  to  four  or  five  hundred  men,  embarked  in  a  nmn- 

Fight  on  Der  °f  harges  from  Charlestown  Point,  about  one 
Lecbmer*',  rdnt  0>eI0ck,  P.  M.,  when  the  tide  was  at  a  high  flood, 
and  landed  upon  Lechmere's  Point,  under  cover  of  a  man-of- 
war  and  a  floating  battery,  where  they  seized  a  sentinel  who 
was  drunk  and  asleep  upon  his  post.  The  other  sentinels  fired 
upon  them,  and  then  gave  the  alarm  to  the  camp  upon  Pros- 
pect Hill.  Lechmere's  Point  is  a  piece  of  high  land  sur- 
rounded by  marsh,  and  when  the  tide  is  up  is  entirely  an  island. 
This  circumstance  the  regulars  knew,  and  intended  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it.  Their  purpose  was  to  steal  the  sheep  and  cattle 
that  were  feeding  there.    They  effected  a  landing  without  op- 

1  Rivington'a  Gazetteer,  November  9. 
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position  (as  indeed  there  were  none  at  that  time  on  the  ground 
to  opi**e  them),  and  began  to  drive  the  cattle  to  their  boats. 
His  excellency '  ordered  Colonel  Thompson  and  his  regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  riflemen  to  turn  out  immediately,  and  they 
obeyed  with  cheerfulness.  Colonel  Thompson  and  Colonel 
Mifflin'  headed  them,  and  passed  the  morass  up  to  their 
breasts  in  water.  When  they  were  all  over  and  formed  under 
cover  of  a  hill,  they  marched  forward.  Colonel  Thompson 
gave  the  Indian  yell,  which  was  re-echoed  back  from  the 
whole  regiment,  who  immediately  rushed  out  from  their  am- 
buscade, and  poured  in  whole  volleys  upon  the  regulars,  who 
returned  the  fire  in  great  confusion,  and  retreated  with  the 
greatest  precipitation  on  board  their  boats,  firing  at  random 
upon  our  men,  who  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  upon  them,  notwith- 
standing the  constant  blaze  from  the  man-of-war,  floating  bat- 
tery, and  boats,  which  latter  mounted  six  patteraroes,  or  swiv- 
els, each.  The  event  of  the  skirmish  is  yet  uncertain  :  doubt- 
less they  must  have  lost  a  number  of  men,  as  our  shot  were 
well  planted.  We  fired  a  few  shot  at  them  from  Prospect  Hill, 
and  a  field-piece,  we  had  planted  for  the  purpose,  in  the  valley 
below.  Some  of  our  men  are  badly  wounded,  but  we  hear  of 
none  of  them  who  were  killed.  When  the  enemy  saw  they 
were  likely  to  be  prevented  in  accomplishing  their  purpose, 
with  a  villanous  malice,  characteristic  of  the  tools  of  despot- 
ism, they  stabbed  the  poor  dumb  cattle.  During  the  engage- 
ment twenty-two  large  ships  hove  in  sight,  with  troops  from 
England  and  Ireland.' 

This  day  three  dead  bodies  have  floated  along  shore,  sup- 
posed to  be  drowned  by  the  sinking  of  a  barge,  which  our 
field-pieces  stove.  The  enemy  had  cannon  placed  at  the 
water's  edge,  along  Charlestown  Point,  which,  together  with 
the  large  artillery  from  Bunker  Hill,  made  an  incessant  roar, 
with  grape-shot,  chain-shot,  <fcc,  but  to  no  purpose.  The  rifle- 
men drove  them  like  a  herd  of  swine  down  a  steep  place, 
where  some  of  them  were  killed,  drowned,  or  scared  to  death, 


1  General  Washington. 
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in  sight  of  their  brethren  in  iniquity,  who  covered  the  tops  of 
Fort  Beacon  and  Bunker  Hill  to  view  the  noble  exploit  of  cow- 
stealing.  The  general  has  since  ordered  all  the  stock  to  be 
driven  off  the  peninsula  of  Dorchester. 

Captain  Adams,  of  Beverly,  Mass.,  in  a  privateer,  has 
taken  two  prize  schooners,  and  a  sloop,  laden  with  fish  and  oil 
from  Halifax,  for  the  besieged  army  in  Boston  ;  and  has  also 
retaken  a  sloop,  off  Marblehead,  with  two  officers,  six  seamen, 
and  two  marines,  prisoners,  who  were  put  on  board  to  pilot  her 
into  Boston. 

Captain  Coit,  in  a  privateer  from  Plymouth  in  Massachu- 
setts, has  taken  two  prizes  laden  with  fish,  flour,  hogs,  6heep, 
cattle,  potatoes,  cheese,  and  all  kinds  of  poultry, 
cpuin  coit  ^m  Halifax,  for  the  use  of  the  hungry  crew  in 
Boston.  The  vessels  were  brought  safe  into  Plymouth,  where 
Captain  Coit  (a  humorous  genius)  made  the  prisoners  land 
upon  the  same  rock  our  ancestors  first  trod  when  they  landed 
in  America,  where  they  gave  three  cheers,  and  wished  success 
to  American  arms.1 


THE  QUARREL  WITH  AMERICA. 

Rudely  forced  to  drink  tea  Massachusetts  in  anger 
Spills  the  tea  on  John  Bull— John  falls  on  to  bang  her, 
Massachusetts  cnrag'd,  calls  her  neighbors  to  aid, 
And  gives  Master  John  a  severe  bastinade! 
Now,  good  men  of  the  law !  pray  who  is  in  fault, 
The  one  who  begins,  or  resists  the  assault?' 


November  13. — A  gentleman  who  lately  came  out  of  Bos- 
ton assures,  that  the  rebels  in  Boston,  by  order  of  their  gene- 

The  01,1  sooth  raJ>  H°we>  nave  taken  down  the  pulpit,  and  all 
church.      tjie  pewg  m  tne        South  meeting-house,  and  are 

using  it  for  a  riding  school.    This  he  saw.    Thus  we  see  the 


1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Journal, 
November  29. 

1  Familiarly  stated  by  a  London  paper,  republished  in  the  Constitutional 
Gazette,  November  25. 
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house  once  set  apart  for  true  worship  and  service  of  God, 
turned  into  a  den  for  thieves  ! 1 

THE  PAUSING  AMERICAN  LOYALIST. 

To  sign,  or  not  to  sign  ?    That  is  the  question, 

Whether  'twere  better  for  an  honest  man 

To  sign,  and  no  be  safe ;  or  to  resolve, 

Betide  what  will,  against  associations, 

And,  by  retreating,  shun  them.    To  fly — I  reck 

Not  where :  And,  by  that  flight,  t'  escape 

Feathers  and  tar,  and  thousand  other  ills 

That  loyalty  is  heir  to :  Tis  a  consummation 

Devoutly  to  be  wished.    To  fly — to  want — 

To  want  •    Perchance  to  starve :  Ay,  there's  the  rub ! 

For,  in  that  chance  of  want,  what  ills  may  come 

To  patriot  rage,  when  I  have  left  my  all — 

Must  give  me  pause  : — There's  the  respect 

That  makes  us  trim,  and  bow  to  men  we  hate. 

For,  who  would  bear  th'  indignities  o*  th*  times, 

Congress  decrees,  and  wild  convention  plans, 

The  laws  controlPd,  and  inj'ries  unredressed, 

The  insolence  of  knaves,  and  thousand  wrongs 
Which  patient  liege  men  from  vile  rebel*  take. 
When  he,  tans  doubt,  might  certain  safety  find, 
Only  by  flying?    Who  would  bend  to  fools, 
And  truckle  thus  to  mad,  mob-chosen  upstarts, 
But  that  the  dread  of  something  after  flight 
(In  that  blest  country,  where,  yet,  no  moneyless 
Poor  wight  can  live)  puzzles  the  will, 
And  makes  ten  thousands  rather  sign — and  eat. 
Than  fly — to  starve  on  loyalty. — 
Thus,  dread  of  want  makes  rebels  of  us  all: 
And  thus  the  native  hue  of  loyalty 
Is  sicklied  o'er  with  a  pale  cast  of  trimming ; 
And  enterprises  of  great  pith  and  virtue, 
But  unsupported,  turn  their  streams  away, 
And  never  come  to  action.1 


November  17. — A  letter  from  England  by  the  last  packet, 
says: — The  prevailing  toast  in  every  company  of  true  Eng- 
lishmen, is,  "  Victory  to  America  !  and  re-establishment  to  the 
British  Constitution." 


1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  Nov.  29.       ■  Middlesex  Journal,  January  80,  1776. 
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Can  any  one  read  with  a  grave  face  the  high  sounding 
additions  newly  granted  to  General  Gage,  (vide  the  public 
prints.)  To  appoint  a  man  governor  over  a  country  as  large 
as  China,  whilst  lie  remains  "  in  durance  vile,"  in  a  little  nook, 
scarce  a  mile  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and  cannot  obtain  a  pig 
from  Hog  Island,  nor  a  truss  of  hay  from  Noddle  Island, 
though  both  within  three  miles  of  him,  puts  him  much  in  the 
condition  of  a  Moorfield's  monarch,  who,  with  a  crown  and 
sceptre,  pretends  to  give  laws  to  mighty  nations. — The  re- 
nowned governor  of  Barataria  was  forbidden  by  his  physicians 
to  taste  any  delicate  food.  The  viceroy  in  North  America  is 
compelled  to  a  similar  diet.  In  vain  he  wishes  for  venison, 
poultry,  and  even  fresh  meat ;  salt  beef  and  rusty  bacon  are 
pronounced  to  be  fittest  for  him,  by  those  who  are  empowered 
to  prescribe  ;  he  must  take  them  or  fast.  Decide,  ye  casuists, 
if  ye  can,  which  is  the  greatest  object  of  pity,  the  faithful 
squire  of  the  English  Don,  or  the  trusty  arms  bearer  of  Eng- 
lish Quixotry.' 

Colonel  Henry  1  received  an  express  yesterday  morning,  at 
Williamsburg,  Virginia,  with  the  following  intelligence,  viz.  : 
that  Lord  Dunmore  having  received  advice  that 

Virgin!*.  ° 

about  two  hundred  of  the  militia  *  were  on  their 
march  to  join  the  troops  destined  for  the  protection  of  the 
lower  parts  of  the  country,  marched  from  Norfolk  last  Tues- 
day, about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  with  about  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  consisting  of  regular  soldiers,  sailors,  run- 
away negroes,  and  Tories,  to  intercept  them  ;  who,  not  having 
the  last  intelligence  of  his  lordship's  approach,  were  obliged 
to  engage  under  every  disadvantage,  both  as  to  the  enemy's 
superiority  in  point  of  numbers,  and  the  situation  of  the 
ground,  being  hemmed  in  by  a  fence.  Our  people  fought  a 
considerable  time,  and  it  is  thought  did  great  execution  ;  but 
were  at  last  overpowered,  and  forced  to  retreat,  with  the  loss 
of  Mr.  John  Ackiss,  in  the  minute  service,  killed  on  the  spot ; 

»  Conatitutional  Gazette,  November  25.  1  Patrick  Henry. 
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and  Colonel  Joseph  Hutchings,  and  one  Mr.  Williams  wound- 
ed, who  were  taken  prisoners  with  seven  others.  The  public, 
no  doubt,  will  be  exceedingly  incensed,  on  finding  that  Lord 
Dunniore  has  taken  into  his  service  the  very  scum  of  the  coun- 
try, to  assist  him  in  his  diabolical  schemes,  against  the  good 
people  of  this  government,  all  well  attached  to  his  Majesty, 
but  mortal  enemies  to  his  infamous  ministry  and  their  subor- 
dinate tools ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  his  sphere  of  mischief  will 
soon  be  circumscribed  within  narrow  bounds,  as  Colonel  Wood- 
ford, with  about  eight  hundred  as  brave  troops  as  the  world 
can  produce,  are  now  on  their  march  to  Norfolk  ;  and,  should 
his  lordship  incline  to  give  them  battle,  we  have  not  the 
smallest  doubt  they  will  give  a  very  satisfactory  account  of 
him.1 

November  21. —This  morning  the  following  address  to 
the  worthy  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  American  army,  was 
distributed  in  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  Roxbury,  and  else- 
where:' 

Honor  will  Croum  every  Defender  of  Liberty. 

Your  exertions  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  guided  by  wisdom 
and  animated  by  zeal  and  courage,  have  gained  you  the  love 
and  confidence  of  your  grateful  countrymen  ;  and  Addr0M  to  ^ 
they  look  to  you,  who  are  experienced  veterans,  Anny- 

«  J  7  7 

and  trust  that  you  will  still  be  the  Guardians  of  America. 
As  I  have  the  honor  to  be  an  American,  and  one  among  the 
Free  Millions,  who  are  defended  by  your  valor,  I  would  pay 
the  tribute  of  thanks,  and  express  my  gratitude,  while  I  solicit 
you  to  continue  in  your  present  honorable  and  important  sta- 
tion. I  doubt  not  America  will  always  find  enough  of  her 
sons  ready  to  flock  to  her  standard,  and  support  her  freedom  ; 
but  experience  proves  that  experienced  soldiers  are  more  capa- 
ble of  performing  the  duties  of  the  camp,  and  better  qualified 
to  face  the  enemy,  than  others  ;  and  therefore  every  friend  of 
America  will  be  desirous  that  most  of  the  gentlemen  who 

1  New  York  Gazette,  December  4.  *  Mason'a  Journal 
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compose  the  present  army  may  continue  in  the  service  of  their 
country  until  "  Liberty,  Peace,  and  Safety  "  are  established. 
Although  your  private  concerns  may  call  for  your  assistance 
at  home,  yet  the  voice  of  your  country  is  Btill  louder,  and  it  is 
painful  to  heroic  minds  to  quit  the  field  when  Liberty  calls, 
and  the  voice  of  injured  millions  cries  44  To  arms !  to  arms  !  " 
Never  was  a  cause  more  important  or  glorious  than  that 
which  you  are  engaged  in ;  not  only  your  wives,  your  chil- 
dren, and  distant  posterity,  but  humanity  at  large,  the  world  of 
mankind,  are  interested  in  it ;  for  if  tyranny  should  prevail  in 
this  great  country,  we  may  expect  Liberty  will  expire  through- 
out the  world.  Therefore,  more  human  glory  and  happi- 
ness may  depend  upon  your  exertions  than  ever  yet  depended 
upon  any  of  the  sons  of  men.  lie  that  is  a  soldier  in  defence 
of  such  a  cause,  needs  no  title ;  his  post  is  a  post  of  honor, 
and  although  not  an  emperor,  yet  he  shall  wear  a  crown — of 
glory — and  blessed  will  be  his  memory  ! 

The  savage  and  brutal  barbarity  of  our  enemies  in  burning 
Falmouth,1  is  a  full  demonstration  that  there  is  not  the  least 

remains  of  virtue,  wisdom,  or  humanity,  in  the 
independence,   -grit  ign  court  .  an(j  t}iat  t]iej  are  fu\\y  determined 

with  fire  and  sword,  to  butcher  and  destroy,  beggar  and  en- 
slave the  whole  American  people.  Therefore  we  expect  soon 
to  break  off  all  kind  of  connection  with  Britain,  and  form  into 
a  Grand  Republic  of  the  American  United  Colonies,  wliich 
will,  by  the  blessing  of  heaven,  soon  work  out  our  salvation, 
and  perpetuate  the  liberties,  increase  the  wealth,  the  power  and 
the  glory  of  this  Western  world. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  difficulties  we  have  to  en- 
counter, and  the  rage  of  our  merciless  enemies,  we  have  a 
glorious  prospect  before  us,  big  with  every  thing  good  and 
great.  The  further  we  enter  into  the  field  of  independence, 
our  prospects  will  expand  and  brighten,  and  a  complete  Re- 
public will  soon  complete  our  happiness.  44  Blindness  seems 
to  have  happened  to  Britain,  that  the  fulness  of  America 
might  come  in and  we  have  every  encouragement  to  44  stand 

1  Falmouth  was  destroyed  by  Captain  Mowatt,  on  the  18th  of  October. 
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fast  in  the  liberties  wherewith  heaven  hath  made  us  free." 
Persevere,  te  guardians  of  Liberty  !  May  success  be  your 
constant  attendant,  until  the  enemies  of  freedom  are  no  more, 
and  all  future  generations,  as  they  successively  tread  the  stage 
of  time,  and  taste  the  joys  of  ld3erty,  will  rise  up  and  call 
you  blessed.' 


We  hear  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  has  composed  a  most  elab- 
orate and  profound  treatise  on  the  Art  of  Government,  with 
which  his  lordship  intends  soon  to  favor  the  pub- 
lic; and  that  is  the  true  reason  of  the  printing 
press  in  Virginia  being  carried  on  shipboard.  In  twenty -two 
years  will  be  published,  dedicated  (without  permission)  to  his 
Excellency  Governor  Martin,  in  fifty  volumes,  folio,  a  nar- 
cotic work,  entitled  "  The  Yawnings  of  Tautology,"  or  "  The 
Gapings  of  Prolixity,"  with  this  motto  "  Brevis  esse  laboro. 
Hor."  with  a  soporific  but  friendly  admonition  to  "  Messrs. 
Caswell,  Ashe,  Howes,  alias  Howe,"  &c,  by  the  Lady  Dow- 
ager Threadbare  Spintext,  of  Drowsy  Hall,  in  the  county  of 
Laudanum.* 

November  29. — On  the  twentieth  of  this  month,  sixteen 
respectable  inhabitants  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  com- 
pany with  Captain  Sears,  set  out  from  that  place  Bivin*ton's  Pre» 
to  East  and  West  Chester,  in  the  province  of 
New  York,  to  disarm  the  principal  Tories  there,  and  secure  the 
persons  of  Parson  Seabury,  *  Judge  Fowler,  and  Lord  Under- 


•  Article  under  the  signature  of  «  A  Freeman,"  in  the  New  England  Chronicle, 
NoTetnber  28. 

»  Constitutional  Gazette,  NoTember  25. 

'  Samuel  Seabury,  D.  D.,  first  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States.    He  was  born  in  1728;  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1751,  and  visited 
England  to  study  medicine,  but  relinquished  that  study  for  that  of  the  ministry. 
He  was  first  settled  at  Brunswick,  (New  Jersey,)  then  at  Jamaica,  on  Long  Island, 
and  afterwards  in  Westchester,  New  York.    After  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
he  fled  to  New  York  city,  where  he  remained  until  the  declaration  of  peace.  In 
November,  1784,  he  was  consecrated  as  bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Con- 
necticut, and  for  many  years  after  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  at  New 
London,  in  Connecticut.    He  died  in  1796. 
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hill.'  On  their  way  thither  they  were  joined  by  Captains 
Richards,  Sillick,  and  Mead,  with  about  eighty  men.  At 
Mamaroneck  they  burnt  a  small  sloop,  which  was  purchased  by 
government,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  provisions  on  board 
the  u  Asia."  At  East  Chester  they  seized  Judge  Fowler,  then 
repaired  to  West  Chester  and  secured  Seabury  and  Under- 
bill. Having  possessed  themselves  of  these  three  caitiffs,  they 
sent  them  to  Connecticut  under  a  strong  guard.  The  main 
body,  consisting  of  seventy-five,  then  proceeded  to  New  York, 
where  they  entered  at  noonday  on  horseback,  bayonets  fixed, 
in  the  greatest  regularity,  went  down  the  main  street,  and 
drew  up  in  close  order  before  the  printing  office  of  the  infa- 
mous James  Rivington.  A  small  detachment  entered  it,  and 
in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  brought  off  the  principal 
part  of  his  types,  for  which  they  offered  to  give  an  order  on 
Lord  Dunmore.'  They  then  faced  and  wheeled  to  the  left, 
and  marched  out  of  town  to  the  tune  of  Yankte  Doodh.  A 
vast  concourse  of  people  assembled  at  the  Coffee  House,  on 
their  leaving  the  ground,  and  gave  them  three  very  hearty 
cheers. 

On  their  way  home  they  disarmed  all  the  Tories  that 
lay  on  their  route,  and  yesterday  arrived  at  New  Haven,  es- 
corted by  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  from  the  westward, 
the  whole  making  a  very  grand  procession.  Upon  their  en- 
trance into  town  they  were  saluted  with  the  discharge  of  two 
cannon,  and  received  by  the  inhabitants  with  every  mark  of 
approbation  and  respect.  The  company  divided  into  two 
parts,  and  concluded  the  day  in  festivity  and  innocent  mirth. 
Captain  Sears  returned  in  company  with  the  other  gentlemen, 
and  proposes  to  spend  the  winter  at  New  Haven,  unless  pub- 
lic business  should  require  his  presence  at  New  York.  Sea- 
bun',  Underbill,  and  Fowler,  three  of  the  dastardly  protesters 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  who 
it  is  believed  had  concerted  a  plan  for  kidnapping  Captain 
Sears,  and  conveying  him  on  board  the  Asia  man-of-war, 

'  Nathaniel  Underbill,  Major  of  Westchester. 

■  Bee  account  of  the  seizure  of  Holt's  types,  Ac,  at  Virginia ;  ante. 
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are  (with  the  types  and  arms)  safely  lodged  in  New  Haven, 
where  it  is  expected  Lord  Underbill  will  have  leisure  to  form 
the  scheme  of  a  lucrative  lottery,  the  tickets  of  which  cannot 
be  counterfeited  ;  and  Parson  Seabury  sufficient  time  to  com- 
pose sermons  for  the  next  Continental  fast.' 


December  1. — A  whiter  in  England  says  : — The  blood  of 
the  unfortunate  Stuarts,  some  of  which  crept  into  Brunswick 
veins,  and  fouled  the  purer  sources  of  that  illus-  Kln(r<s  EvlI  vcT>M 
trious  family,  received  a  grand  addition  to  its  own  1Voi»k'» EvU- 
original  stain,  from  an  intermarriage  with  the  House  of  Tudor. 
Tyranny  could  never  bo  more  completely  inoculated.  A  polit- 
ical contagion  ensued,  which  neither  the  petition  nor  the  bill 
of  rights  have  been  effectual  to  purge.  Horrid  tumors  of  un- 
controllable authority,  have  for  ages  swelled  the  mind  political 
of  some  of  our  sovereigns.  Tumors,  these,  incurable  by  the 
English  physic  of  Magna  Charts.  The  King's  Evil  is  justly 
esteemed  a  dreadful  disease,  but  the  people's  evil  is  a  disorder 
of  much  higher  importance.  Brutus  and  Hampden  were  the 
only  state  chirurgeons  who,  in  former  times,  attempted  a  cure. 
Hancock  and  Adams  are  the  persons  from  whom,  in  our  times, 
the  Americans  expect  relief.  Neither  alteratives  nor  pallia- 
tives will  avail.  It  is  from  surgery,  not  physic,  we  must  call 
for  aid.    The  lancet,  not  the  phial,  can  relieve  us.' 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  December  6:— The  following  recantation  of  Judge 
Fowler  is  printed  in  the  same  paper: — Whereas  I,  Jonathan  Fowler,  Esq.,  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court  for  the  County  of  Westchester,  in  the 
ProTince  of  New  York,  did  some  time  ago  sign  a  protest  against  the  Honorable 
Continental  Congress,  which  inconsiderate  conduct  I  am  heartily  sorry  for,  and 
do  hereby  promise  for  the  future  not  to  transgress  in  the  view  of  the  people  of 
this  continent,  nor  in  any  sense  to  oppose  the  measures  taken  by  the  Continental 


I  do  also  certify,  that  some  time  past  being  at  Conrt  at  the  White  Plains, 
I  heard  a  person  say,  whom  several  people  present  believed  to  be  a  lieutenant  or 
midshipman  of  the  Asia,  man-of-war,  that  the  captain  of  the  Asia  intended  to 
take  Captain  Sears  up,  and  that  there  soon  would  be  delivered  (gratis)  from  on 
board  the  man-of-war,  great  quantities  of  paper  money  in  imitation  of  Continental 
currency,  which  would  be  printed  with  the  types  taken  from  Mr.  Holt,  of  Vir- 
ginia.   As  witness  my  hand,  Jonathan  Fowleb. 

■  Constitutional  Gazette,  December  20. 
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General  Gage,  on  his  arrival  in  England,  is  to  be  created 
Lord  Lexington  Baron  of  Bunker's  Hill.  This  honor  will 
prove  but  a  poor  counterbalance  for  the  disgrace 
which  is  sure  to  be  thrown  on  him  by  the  people, 
as  well  as  for  the  hardships  he  has  endured  in  the  town  of 
Boston,  when  being  cooped  up  to  fatten  on  salt  provisions  and 
peas,  he  has  had  the  mortification  to  reflect  that  his  troops 
never  once  sallied  out  on  a  successful  expedition.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  General  Burgoyne  will  have  better  luck,  for  should 
he  be  either  shot,  or  chance  to  die  of  the  scurvy,  how  can  the 
ministry  expect  forgiveness  of  the  literary  world,  which  was  so 
highly  entertained  last  year  by  that  truly  classical  performance 
—The  Maid  of  the  Oaks.1 


GARDNER'S  GHOST.' 


Let  UttU  villains  conicience  gor'd, 

Their  table  vigils  keep  t 
George  on  his  downy  pillow  snor'd : 

(How  royal  villains  sleep!) 

An  hour  ere  day  began  to  break, 
There  Gardner's  spectre  stood  :  ' 

The  curtain  shook — it  cried  41  Awake, 
Awake— thou  log  of  wood. 


1  General  Burgoyne  wrote  three  dramas,  Bon  Ton,  The  ffeirtu,  and  Th< 
Maid  of  the  Oaks. 

*  "  A  prophetic  ballad  found  in  Merlin's  Cave,  Richmond,"  and  published  in 
the  sixty-fourth  number  of  a  publication  entitled  «'  The  Crisis :  to  be  continued 
weekly  during  the  present  bloody  civil  war  in  America."  • 

•  Colonel  Thomas  Gardner,  44  a  gentleman  of  a  most  amiable  character  and 
respectable  family  in  Massachusetts  Bay,"  who  was  wounded  in  the  action  of  the 
17th  of  June  last,  and  died  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  July  following. 

*  The  Crisis  wu  published  In  England,  and  was  discontinued  on  the  publication  of  the  nine- 
tieth number,  with  the  following  u  address  from  the  authors  to  the  public :  "—We  ha^e  carried 
on  the  Crisis  near  two  rears  from  the  most  disinterested  principles,  for  the  honor  and  interest  of 
our  country;  with  a  ricw  to  expose  the  horrid  deformity  of  tyranny,  rapine,  and  lawless  power, 
and  to  show  the  blessings  and  advantages  of  liberty.  "We  have  braved  every  danger  with  s 
spirit  and  resolution  which,  we  flatter  ourselves,  few  men  would  have  done.  We  have  attaei<"d 
vice,  corruption,  and  folly  in  whomsoever  they  were  found.  We  now  lay  down  this  paper  with 
grateful  thanks  to  the  public,  and  as  liberty  and  virtue  have  taken  their  flight  to  America,  the 
only  asylum  for  freemen,  we  are  determined  to  follow,  and  not  longer  struggle  in  vsis  to 
animate  our  dastardly  degenerate  countrymen  with  the  noble  spirit  of  their  forefathers,  sgstn*1 
the  Intrratltude  of  a  tyrant,  whose  bare  faced  system  of  despotism  and  blood  must  soon  cod  In 
the  rain  of  England,  and  the  slavery  of  the  present  battard  race  of  Englishmen, 
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44  Thy  Teina  bath  apathy  congealed, 
Unthawed  by  pity's  tear, 
One  spark  a  flinty  heart  may  yield, 
Struck  with  the  steel  of  fear  ! 

"Yea, — know  that  head  so  proud  in  crest, 
Sunk  on  the  cygnet's  plume. 
Shall  for  an  axe  and  block  be  dress'd, 
Shall  meet  a  Charles's  doom. 

"Or  crouched  in  abject,  care-worn  plight 
Beneath  its  sorrows  low, 
Its  bread  by  day— it*  rest  by  night, 
To  Bourbon's  mercy  owe. 

"Speak  tyrant,  which  of  Stuart's  race 
Could  match  thy  bloody  work? 
Go  read  when  Stafford  was  in  place, 
A  Jeffriea  and  a  Kirk.' 

"Then  sailing  history's  modern  page, 
Skilled  in  her  ancient  lore, 
Tell  us  if  Nero  in  this  age, — 
Or  Borgia  could  do  more  f 

• 

"Monster,  dismiss  yourt  white  rose  clam, 
The  impious  task  forbear ! 
Nor  in  their  blood  embrue  those  hands, 
Who  placed  a  sceptre  there ! 

"That  liberty  you  now  invade, 
Gave  you  your  only  right, 
Thus  in  their  sons  our  sires  are  paid, 
While  you  for  Scotchmen  fight. 

"Satan  for  thee  sunk  deep  in  hell, 
Shall  forge  hU  hotted  tongs : 
And  friends  who  guard  his  inmost  cell, 
Twine  scorpions  round  their  thongs. 

"But  hark!— I  hear  th'  ill-omen'd  cock, 
The  Gallic  «im  shall  rite, 
Lo  '  commerce  founder*  on  yon  rock, 
The  BritUh  lion  diet." 


1  General  Kirk,  that  master-piece  of  inhumanity. 

*  Query:  Are  these  of  the  white  or  the  red  rose  rebels  f 

•  The  prophecy. 
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George  felt  the  dream,  fetch'd  many  a  shriek, 

And  tho*  the  ghost  is  gone, 
Starts  from  his  bed, — still  bears  it  speak, 

A  cold  damp  sweat  comes  on. 

With  that,  like  Gloster,  in  his  tent, 

He  casts  him  on  the  ground, 
And  by  these  words  seems  to  repent, 

"  Boston,  bind  up  my  wouod. 

"Just  Heaven  give  back  the  blood  I've  spilt, 
My  subjects'  lives  restore." 
He  wakes,  and  to  atone  his  guilt, 
Bids  Gaok  go  butcher  more. 

December  6. — At  Quibbletown,  Xew  Jersey,  Thomas  Ran- 
dolph, cooper,  who  had  publicly  proved  himself  an  enemy  to 
Affkirtt  ms  t,0untl7>  by  reviling  and  using  his  utmost 
Quibbutown.  en(]eavor8  to  oppose  the  proceedings  of  the  conti- 
nental and  provincial  conventions,  in  defence  of  their  rights 
and  liberties  ;  and  being  judged  a  person  not  of  consequence 
enough  for  a  severer  punishment,  was  ordered  to  be  stripped 
naked,  well  coated  with  tar  and  feathers,  and  carried  in  a 
wagon  publicly  around  the  town — which  punishment  was  ac- 
cordingly inflicted.  As  soon  as  he  became  duly  sensible  of 
his  offence,  for  which  he  earnestly  begged  pardon,  and  prom- 
ised to  atone,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  by  a  contrary  behavior  for 
the  future,  he  was  released  and  suffered  to  return  to  his  house, 
in  less  than  half  an  hour.  The  whole  was  conducted  with 
that  regularity  and  decorum  that  ought  to  be  observed  in  all 
public  punishments.' 

Some  time  ago  some  boys  in  the  Queen's  County,  Long  Isl- 
and, having  caught  several  cat*,  went  to  the  plain,  with  their 
The  Qnwn*  dogs,  to  ftave  tne  pleasure  of  hunting  them.  A 
county  cat  cat  being  let  out  of  the  bag  was  pursued  by  the 
dogs  ;  and  the  lads,  who  were  on  horseback,  followed  in  full 
chase.  The  cat  led  them  towards  Hempstead,  and  just  at 
that  instant  they  were  seen  by  an  assembly  man,  whose  imag- 

1  Holt's  Journal,  December  28. 
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ination  converted  them  into  Yankees.  lie  set  off  immedi- 
ately port  haste  to  alarm  the  people,  who  had  for  some  time 
dreaded  a  visit  from  their  friends  in  New  England,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  country  were  thrown  into  the  utmost  consterna- 
tion. Some  betook  themselves  to  flight  for  safety  ;  others 
thought  to  shelter  in  recluse  and  solitary  places,  and  waiting 
trembling  in  retirement,  until  they  found  their  property  re- 
mained unhurt,  when  they  returned  home,  and  were  informed 
that  a/1  the  confusion  was  occasioned  by  a  few  boys  hunting 

some  cats.   A  justice  of  the  peace  was  absent  from  home 

three  days  on  this  occasion.' 

Decembeb  9. — This  morning,  after  reveille  beating,  two  or 
tlirce  great  guns  and  some  muskets  were  discharged  from  the 
enemy's  fort  near  Great  Bridge/  which,  as  it  was  ^nU  of  tht 
not  an  unusual  thing,  was  little  regarded  by  Col-  Qnat  Brtd«*- 
onel  Woodford.'  However,  soon  after  he  heard  a  call  to  the 
soldiers  to  stand  to  their  arms ;  upon  which,  with  all  expedi- 
tion, he  made  the  proper  disposition  to  receive  the  enemy.  In 

'  Constitutional  Gazette,  December  80. 

'  As  the  scene  of  action  is  but  little  known  to  the  generality  of  people,  it  may 
be  necessary  to  give  pome  description  of  it,  that  the  relation  may  be  more  clear 
and  satisfactory.  The  Great  Bridge  is  built  over  what  is  called  the  southern 
branch  of  Biiabeth  River,  twelve  milea  above  Norfolk.  The  land  on  each  side  ia 
marshy  to  a  considerable  diatattce  from  the  river,  except  at  the  two  extremities  of 
the  bridjrc,  where  are  two  pieces  of  firm  land,  which  may  not  improperly  be  called 
Wands,  being  surrounded  entirely  by  water  and  marsh,  and  joined  to  the  main- 
Und  by  causewaya.  On  the  little  piece  of  firm  ground  on  the  farther  or  Norfolk 
«ide,  lord  Dunmore  had  erected  hi«  fort  in  such  a  manner  that  hia  cannon  com- 
nuaded  the  causeway  on  his  own  side,  and  the  bridge  between  him  and  us,  with 
the  marshes  around  him.  The  island  on  this  aide  of  the  river  contained  six  or 
seven  boose*,  some  of  which  were  burnt  down  (the  nearest  to  the  bridge)  by  the 
Memy,  after  the  arrival  of  our  troops  ;.ln  the  others,  adjoining  the  causeway  on 
each  side,  were  stationed  a  guard  every  night  by  Colonel  Woodford,  but  with- 
drawn before  day,  aa  they  might  not  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  fort  in 
rw rasing  the  causeway  to  our  camp,  this  causeway  being  also  commanded  by 
tbeir  cannon.  The  causeway  on  our  side  waa  in  length,,  about  one  hundred  and 
Hity  Tarda,  and  on  the  hither  extremity  our  breastwork  waa  thrown  up.  From 
(he  breastwork  ran  a  street,  gradually  ascending,  about  the  length  of  four  hun- 
dred yards,  to  a  church,  where  our  main  body  waa  encamped. — Pinknetfa  Virginia 
G<atte,  December  «0. 
1  Colonel  William  Woodford,  commander  of  the  Virginia  Militia. 
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the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  bridge,  fired  the  re- 
maining houses  on  the  island,  and  some  large  piles  of  shingles, 
and  attacked  our  guard  in  the  breastwork.  Our  men  returned 
the  fire,  and  threw  them  into  some  confusion,  but  they  were 
instantly  rallied  by  Captain  Fordyce,  and  advanced  along  the 
causeway  with  great  resolution,  keeping  up  a  constant  and 
heavy  fire  as  they  approached.  Two  field-pieces,  which  had 
been  brought  across  the  bridge  and  planted  on  the  edge  of 
the  island,  facing  the  left  of  our  breastwork,  played  briskly  at 
the  same  time  upon  us.  Lieut.  Travis,  who  commanded  in  the 
breastwork,  ordered  his  men  to  reserve  their  fire  till  the  ene- 
my came  within  the  distance  of  fifty  yards,  and  then  they 
gave  it  to  them  with  terrible  execution.  The  brave  Fordyce 
exerted  himself  to  keep  up  their  spirits,  reminded  them  of 
their  ancient  glory,  and,  waving  his  hat  over  his  head,  en- 
couragingly told  them  the  day  was  their  own.  Thus  pressing 
forward  he  fell  within  fifteen  steps  of  the  breastwork.'  His 
wounds  were  many,  and  his  death  would  have  been  that  of  a 
hero,  had  he  met  it  in  a  better  cause.  The  progress  of  the 
enemy  was  now  at  an  end  ;  #hey  retreated  over  the  causeway 
with  precipitation,  and  were  dreadfully  galled  in  the  rear. 
Hitherto  on  our  side  only  the^guard,  consisting  of  twenty-five, 
and  some  others,  upon  the  whole  not  amounting  to  more  than 
ninety,  had  been  engaged.  Only  the  regulars  of  the  14th 
regiment,  in  number  one  hundred  and  twenty,  had  advanced 
upon  the  causeway,  and  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  Tories 
and  negroes  had,  after  crossing  the  bridge,  continued  upon  the 
island.  The  regulars,  after  retreating  along  the  causeway, 
were  again  rallied  by  Captain  Leslie,  and  the  two  field-pieces 
continued  to  play  upon  our  men.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Col- 
onel "Woodford  was  advancing  down  the  street  to  the  breast- 
work with  the  main  body,  and  against  him  was  now  directed 
the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy.  Never  were  cannon  better 
served  ;  but  yet,  in  the  face  of  them  and  the  musketry  which 

1  The  unfortunate  Fordyce  was  a  captain  of  grenadiers  in  the  fourteenth  regi- 
ment. "As  he  was  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,"  said  Colonel  Woodford,  "I 
promised  to  bury  him  with  all  the  military  honors  due  to  his  great  merit."— Utter 
from  Col.  Woodford  to  Edmund  Pendleton  in  New  York  Packet,  January  4,  1778. 
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kept  up  a  continual  blaze,  our  men  marched  on  with  the  ut- 
most intrepidity.  Colonel  Stevens,  of  the  Culpeper  battalion, 
was  sent  around  to  the  left  to  flank  the  enemy,  which  was 
done  with  such  activity  and  spirit  that  a  rout  immediately  en- 
sued. The  enemy  fled  into  their  fort,  leaving  behind  them 
the  two  field-pieces,  which,  however,  they  took  care  to  spike 
np  with  nails.  Many  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  flight, 
but  Colonel  Woodford  very  prudently  restrained  his  troops 
from  urging  their  pursuit  too  far.  From  the  beginning  of  the 
attack  till  the  repulse  from  the  breastwork  might  be  about 
fourteen  or  fifteen  minutes ;  till  the  total  defeat,  upwards  of 
half  an  hour.  It  is  said  that  some  of  the  enemy  preferred 
death  to  captivity,  from  a  fear  of  being  scalped,  which  Lord 
Dunmore  inhumanly  told  them  would  be  their  fate  should 
they  be  taken  alive.  Thirty-one  killed  and  wounded  fell  into 
our  hands,  and  the  number  borne  off  was  much  greater. 
Through  the  whole  of  the  engagement  every  officer  and  sol- 
dier behaved  with  the  greatest  courage  and  calmness.  The 
conduct  of  our  sentinels  we  cannot  pass  over  in  silence.  Be- 
fore they  quited  their  stations,  they  fired  at  least  three  rounds 
as  the  enemy  were  crossing  the  bridge,  and  one  of  them,  who 
was  posted  behind  some  shingles,  kept  his  ground  till  he  had 
fired  eight  times  ;  and  after  receiving  a  whole  platoon,  made 
his  escaj>e  over  the  causeway  into  our  breastwork.  The  scene 
was  closed  with  as  much  humanity  as  it  had  been  conducted 
with  bravery.  The  work  of  death  being  over,  every  one's  at- 
tention was  directed  to  the  succor  of  the  unhappy  sufferers, 
and  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  Captain  Leslie  was  so  affected 
with  the  tenderness  of  our  troops  towards  those  who  were  yet 
capable  of  assistance,  that  he  gave  signs  from  the  fort  of  his 
thankfulness  for  it.1    What  is  not  to  be  paralleled  in  history, 

1  The  soldiers  showed  the  greatest  humanity  and  tenderness  to  the  wounded 
prisonera.    Several  of  them  ran  through  a  hot  fire  to  lift  up  and  bring  in  some 
that  were  bleeding,  and  whom  they  feared  would  die  if  not  speedily  assisted  by  the 
wrgeou.   The  prisoners  expected  to  be  scalped,  and  called  out,  "  For  God's  sake 
do  not  murder  us."    One  of  them  who  was  unable  to  walk,  calling  out  in  this 
manner  to  one  of  our  men,  was  answered  by  him,  "  Put  your  arm  about  my  neck, 
and  111  show  you  what  I  intend  to  do."    Then  taking  him,  with  his  arm  over  his 
neck,  he  walked  slowly  along,  bearing  him  up  with  great  tenderness  to  the  breast* 
work. — Pennsylvania  Evening  Pott,  January  6. 
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and  will  scarcely  appear  credible,  except  to  such  as  acknowl- 
edge a  Providence  over  human  affairs,  this  victory  was  gained 
at  the  expense  of  no  more  than  a  slight  wound  in  a  soldier's 
hand  ;  and  one  circumstance  which  renders  it  still  more  amaz- 
ing is,  that  the  field-pieces  raked  the  whole  length  of  the 
street,  and  absolutely  threw  double-headed  shot  as  far  as  the 
church ;  and  afterwards,  as  our  troops  approached,  cannonaded 
them  heavily  with  grape-shot.' 

• 

Last  week  General  Howe  gave  orders  for  taking  down  the 
Old  North  meeting-house,  the  first,  and,  for  some  time,  the  only 
Th«  oid  North  plfice  °f  worship  in  Boston,  and  one  hundred 
Chureh  destroyed.  WOO{]en  houses,  for  firewood  ;  another  meeting- 
house is  turned  into  barracks  ;  and  a  third  into  a  riding 
school.  What  they  will  do  with  it  now,  the  horses  being  sent 
away,  we  cannot  tell ;  but  the  regulars,  alias  ministerialists, 
have  a  particular  spite  against  meeting-houses.  The  wooden 
houses  were  taken  down  to  supply  some  vessels  with  fuel,  that 
are  gone  to  England  with  about  eight  hundred  invalids. 

General  Gage,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  ministry,  falsely 
accuses  the  troops  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  fighting  like 
savages ;  but  like  what  do  the  regular  troops  of  a  Christian 
prince  fight,  who  wantonly  destroy  inoffensive  towns  by  fire, 
and  invade  the  rights  of  religious  worsliip,  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  all  civilized  nations?  Even  infidels  have  held 
churches  sacred ;  nor  will  history  afford  an  example  of  an 
enemy  perverting  them  to  unworthy  uses.  Let  Britain  blush 
for  the  degeneracy  of  her  sons  1  * 

December  26. — This  morning,  about  four  hundred  of  the 
militia  of  Sussex  County,  New  Jersey,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Ephraim  Martin  and  Marsh  Thompson,  assembled  at 
Newtown,  and  from  thence  proceeded  in  good  order  and  regu- 
larity, in  quest  of  Tories,  a  considerable  number  of  whom,  in- 

'  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  January  6. 

*  Constitutional  Gaxette,  December  16  and  30. 
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habitants  of  that  county,  had  entered  into  a  combination  and 
agreement  not  to  comply  with  any  Congress  measures.  We 
hear  about  forty  are  taken,  most  of  whom  have  recanted, 
signed  the  association,  and  profess  themselves  true  sons  of 
liberty,  being  fully  convinced  of  their  error.  Two  or  three, 
who  remain  incorrigible,  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Congress  to  be 
dealt  with.' 

Last  Monday,  General  Lee  arrived  from  Cambridge,  at 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  attended  by  his  guard,  a  party  of 
riflemen,  and  the  cadet  company  of  Providence.  o*n«r«iL«A 
While  there  he  called  before  him  a  number  of 
obnoxious  persons,  to  whom  he  tendered  an  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  country,  which  was  taken  by  all  of  them  excepting  Colonel 
Joseph  Warton,  Jr.,  Nicholas  Lechmere,  and  Richard  Beale, 
the  two  last  custom-house  officers,  who  refused  taking  it ;  upon 
which,  they  were  put  under  guard  and  sent  to  Providence.1 

The  following  copy  of  the  oath  imposed  by  General  Lee, 
is  submitted  to  the  public,  who  will  judge  how  far  it  is  con- 
sistent with  that  liberty,  independence,  and  right  of  private 
judgment,  which  the  Americans  pretend  they  are  contend- 
ing for : * 

"  L,  ,  here,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  as  I 

hope  for  ease,  honor,  and  comfort  in  this  world,  and  happiness 
in  the  world  to  come,  most  earnestly,  devoutly,  and  religiously 
do  swear,  that  I  will  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  assist  the 
bricked  instruments  of  ministerial  tyranny  and  villany,  com- 
monly called  the  king's  troops  and  navy,  by  furnishing  them 
witli  provisions  and  refreshments  of  any  kind,  unless  author- 
ized by  the  Continental  Congress  or  Legislature,  at  present  es- 
tablished in  this  particular  colony  of  Rhode  Island.    I  do  also 
swear,  by  the  tremendous  and  Almighty  God,  that  I  will 
neither  directly  nor  indirectly  convey  any  intelligence,  nor 
give  any  advice  to  the  aforesaid  enemies  described  ;  and  that  I 
pledge  myself,  if  I  should  by  any  accident  get  knowledge  of 


1  Hoh's  Journal,  December  28.  '  Pennsylvania  ETening  Poet,  January  16. 
*  Middlesex  Journal,  February  15,  1776. 
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such  treasons,  to  inform  immediately  the  committee  of  safety. 
And,  as  it  is  justly  allowed  that  when  the  rights  and  sacred  lib- 
erties of  a  nation  or  community  are  invaded,  neutrality  is  not 
less  base  and  criminal  than  open  and  avowed  hostility,  I  do 
further  swear  and  pledge  myself,  as  I  hope  for  eternal  salva- 
tion, that  I  will,  whenever  called  upon  by  the  voice  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  or  by  the  Legislature  of  this  particular 
colony  under  their  direction,  take  up  arms,  and  subject  myself 
to  military  discipline  in  defence  of  the  common  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  America.    So  help  me  God." 1 

The  great  Queen  Elizabeth  acquired  more  true  glory  by 
her  piety  than  by  her  victories,  of  which  there  is  a  strong  in- 
stance in  the  universal  admiration  of  her  motto 

Ootxl  Fortune 

on  the  medal,  struck  on  the  occasion  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  Spanish  Armada  :  "  lie  blew  with  his  winds, 
and  they  were  scattered." 

If  the  hand  of  heaven  was  only  seen  and  to  bo  acknowl- 
edged in  these  great  events  which  concern  kings  and  princes, 
kings  and  princes  would  only  have  to  acknowledge  the  protec- 
tion of  a  Divine  Providence.    But  we  see  in  matters  of  less 


1  Gknxral  Lkk,  on  his  arrival  at  New  York,  despatched  Isaac  Roars  to  Long 
Island,  to  administer  the  oath  to  the  Tories  residing  there.  The  following  first 
report  made  by  Sears  to  Lec,  is  taken  from  George  H.  Moore's  work  on  the 
"  Treason  of  Major-Gcncral  Charles  Lee,"  now  in  course  of  preparation : 

Jamaica,  March  17th,  1776. 

Sir, — It  is  a  duty  that  I  owe  to  my  Comman'  to  aquaint  him  of  my  proceed- 
ings In  execute  the  order  he  gave  me.  Yesterday  afternoon  I  arived  at  Newtown, 
and  tendered  the  oath  to  four  of  the  grate  Tomes,  which  they  swallowed  as  hard 
as  if  it  was  a  four  pound  shot,  that  they  ware  trying  to  git  down.  On  this  day  at 
1 1  o'clock,  I  came  here,  whare  I  sent  out  scouting  parties,  and  have  ben  able  to 
ketch  but  five  Torries,  and  they  of  the  first  rank,  which  swallowed  the  oath.  The 
houses  are  so  scatering  it  is  impossible  to  ketch  many  without  hosses  to  rid  after 
thim.  But  I  shall  exert  myself  to  ketch  the  gratest  part  of  the  ringledors,  and 
beleve  I  shell  effect  it,  but  not  less  then  five  days  from  this  time.  I  can  asure 
your  honor  they  arc  a  set  of  villins  in  this  country,  and  beleve  the  better  half  of 
them  are  wateing  for  soport  and  intend  to  take  up  arms  against  us.  And  it  is  my 
oppinion  nothing  else  will  do  but  rcmovcing  the  ringledors  to  a  place  of  secuerty. 

From  your  most  ob»  Hum'*  Sir* 

ISAAC  SEARS. 
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importance,  eucli  as  concern  the  people,  the  care  of  heaven  is 
displayed,  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  following  in- 
stance :  "  It  was  agreed  to  fit  out  a  number  of  ships-of-war 
for  our  defence ;  a  particular  kind  of  lanthorns,  called  Mus- 
covy lights,  was  necessary  for  the  powder  rooms,  to  prevent 
the  danger  arising  from  the  common  lanthoms.  They  were 
not  to  be  had,  nor  could  one  be  made,  on  this  extensive  conti- 
nent ;  perhaps  one  of  the  kind  had  never  been  before  imported 
into  America.  At  the  very  juncture  in  which  they  were 
wanted,  a  transport  is  taken  by  one  of  our  cruisers,  and  in 
her  there  is  found,  not  only  the  kind  of  lanthorns  which  we  so 
much  wanted,  but  the  exact  number  we  wanted,  and  not  one 
more  or  less.  Surely  we  may,  without  being  charged  with 
superstition,  be  permitted  to  say,  "  The  Lord  hath  done  this, 
and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes."  1 

December  31. — The  Americans  have  made  an  unsuccessful 
attack  upon  the  town  of  Quebec.  General  Montgomery  find- 
ing his  cannon  too  light  to  effect  a  breach,  and 

Attack  on  Quebec 

that  the  enemy  would  not  hearken  to  terms  of 
capitulation,  formed  a  design  of  carrying  the  town  by  esca- 
lade. In  this  he  was  encouraged  by  the  extensiveness  of  the 
works,  and  the  weakness  of  the  garrison.  When  every  thing 
was  prepared,  while  he  was  awaiting  the  opportunity  of  a 
snow-storm  to  carry  his  design  into  execution,  several  of  his 
men  deserted  to  the  enemy.  His  plan,  at  first,  was  to  have 
attacked  the  upper  and  lower  town  at  the  same  time,  depend- 
ing principally  for  success  upon  the  upper  town.  But  discov- 
ering, from  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  that  they  were  apprised 
of  his  design,  he  altered  his  plan,  and,  having  divided  his  small 
army  into  four  detachments,  ordered  two  feints  to  be  made 
against  the  upper  town,  one  by  Colonel  Livingston "  at  the  head 
of  the  Canadians,  against  St.  John's  gate,  the  other  by  Cap- 
tain Brown,  at  the  head  of  a  small  detachment,  against  Cape 
Diamond,  reserving  to  himself  and  Colonel  Arnold,  the  two 
principal  attacks  against  the  lower  town. 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  December  14.  ■  Henry  Livingston. 
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At  five  o'clock  this  morning,  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
attack,  the  general,  at  the  head  of  the  New  York  troops, 
advanced  against  the  lower  town.  Being  obliged  to  take  a 
circuit,  the  signal  for  the  attack  was  given  and  the  garrison 
alarmed  before  he  reached  the  place.  However,  pressing  on, 
he  passed  the  first  barrier,  and  was  just  opening  the  at- 
MontKomcry  tempt  on  the  second,  when,  by  the  first  fire 
Killed.  from  the  enemV)  he  was  unfortunately  killed,1 
together  with  his  aide-de-camp,  Captain  J.  McPherson,  Cap- 
tain Cheesman,  and  two  or  three  more.  This  so  dispirited 
the  men,  that  Colonel  Campbell,  on  whom  the  command  de- 
volved, found  himself  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
drawing  them  off. 

In  the  meanwhile  Colonel  Arnold,  at  the  head  of  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  of  those  brave  troops,  (who  with  un- 
paralleled fatigue  had  penetrated  Canada  under  his  command,) 
and  Captain  Lamb's  company  of  artillery,  had  passed  through 
St.  Roques'  gate,  and  approached  near  a  two-gun  batter}',  pick- 
eted in,  without  being  discovered.    This  he  attacked,  and 

though  it  was  well  defended  for  about  an  hour, 
Arnold  wounded.  carriw|     wjt|1  tiie  ]068  Qf  a  number  of  men.  In 

this  attack,  Colonel  Arnold  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his 


1  Richard  Montgomery  wu  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  in  the  year  1737. 
He  entered  the  English  army,  and  was  with  General  Wolfe  at  Quebec  in  1759. 
Quitting  the  army  in  1772,  he  settled  tn  America,  where  he  married  a  daughter  of 
R.  R.  Livingston.  On  the  commencement  of  the  difficulties  between  the  colonies 
and  Great  Britain,  he  warmly  espoused  the  cause  of  the  colonists,  and,  in  the  fall 
of  1775,  was  connected  with  General  Schuyler  in  the  command  of  the  expedition 
against  Canada.  In  October,  owing  to  the  indisposition  of  General  Schuyler,  the 
chief  command  of  the  army  devolved  upon  Montgomery.  The  progress  of  his  troops 
from  Ticonderoga  to  the  redoubts  before  Quebec,  was  marked  with  bravery  and 
success.  They  took  Chamblee  on  the  18th  of  October,  St.  John's  on  the  8d  of 
November,  and  on  the  l'ith  he  led  them  into  Montreal.  In  December,  he  joined 
General  Arnold,  who  had  come  from  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  through  the  wilder- 
ness of  Maine,  and  they  together  marched  to  Quebec. 

Every  mark  of  distinction  was  shown  to  the  corpse  of  General  Montgomery, 
who  was  interred  in  Quebec  on  the  2d  of  January,  1776.*  In  1818,  his  body  was 
removed,  in  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  New  York  Legislature,  and  re-interred 
at  St.  Paul's  church-yard,  in  New  York  city. 

•  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  January  8& 
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leg  splintered  by  a  shot,  and  was  obliged  to  be  carried  to 
the  hospital.  After  gaining  the  battery,  his  detachment  passed 
on  to  a  second  barrier,  which  they  took  possession  of.  By  this 
time  the  enemy,  relieved  from  the  other  attack,  by  our  troops 
being  drawn  off,  directed  their  whole  force  against  this  detach- 
ment, and  a  party  sallying  out  from  Palace  gate,  attacked 
them  in  the  rear.  These  brave  men  sustained  the  whole  force 
of  the  garrison  for  three  hours,  but  finding  themselves  hemmed 
in,  and  no  hopes  of  relief,  they  were  obliged  to  yield  to  num- 
bers, and  the  advantageous  situation  the  garrison  had  over 
them. 

After  this  unfortunate  repulse,  the  remainder  of  the  army 
retired  about  eight  miles  from  the  city,  where  they  have  posted 
themselves  advantageously,  and  are  continuing  the  blockade, 
waiting  for  the  reinforcements  which  are  now  on  their  march 
to  join  them.' 


1  New  York  Packet,  February  1,  1776. 


CHAPTER  V. 

January  1. — The  virtue  of  the  British  court  seems  to 
have  swallowed  up  all  the  virtue  of  the  island  of  Great  Britain. 
Bute  of  the  common  people  are  lost  in  a  night  of  igno- 

country.  ranee.  They  annex  no  ideas  to  slavery  but  wood- 
en  shoes  and  soup  meagre.  Even  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
has  now  no  terrors  in  it  to  Englishmen. 

The  American  colonies  are  just  beginning  to  emerge  from 
Egyptian  darkness,  with  respect  to  the  rights  of  human  nature. 
About  two  hundred  years  ago,  the  human  heart  discovered  its 
folly  and  depravity  upon  the  theatre  of  religion ;  about  one 
hundred  years  they  both  appeared  through  the  medium  of 
science.  We  are  shocked  at  our  species,  when  we  read  the  his- 
tory of  the  human  understanding  at  these  memorable  periods. 
The  present  age  shows  equal  absurdities  and  vices  upon  the 
theatre  of  politics.  Here  we  discover  in  other  forms  every 
thing  for  which  we  condemn  our  ancestors.  Posterity  will 
tread  most  heavily  upon  our  ashes,  as  the  principles  of  gov- 
ernment are  more  simple  than  the  principles  of  religion  and 
science.   They  will  wonder  whether  we  were  men  or  brutes. 

There  has  always  been  such  a  mixture  of  monarchy  and 
aristocracy  in  republics,  that  they  never  have  had  fair  play  in 
the  world.  We  can  say  but  little  from  experience  of  their  expe- 
diency or  duration.  Most  of  the  free  states  in  the  world  have 
been  formed  by  men  just  emerged  from  a  state  of  slavery. 
No  wonder,  therefore,  they  have  been  liable  to  disorders,  and 
a  speedy  dissolution.  What  sort  of  government  would  the 
negroes  in  the  southern  colonies  form,  if  they  were  suddenly 
set  at  liberty  ?    Almost  all  the  blood  that  lias  been  shed  in 
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contests  for  liberty,  has  been  to  shake  off  a  subjection  to  for- 
eign states. 

The  British  constitution,  with  all  its  imperfections,  even 
absolute  monarchy  itself,  would  insure  more  happiness  to  the 
colonies  than  they  can  expect  (according  to  the  usual  operation 
of  moral  and  natural  causes)  from  a  union  with  the  people,  or 
a  dependence  upon  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain.1 

It  is  wonderful  how  happily  the  Americans  have  been  pre- 
served. From  Bunkers  Hill  fight  to  the  present  day,  the  reg- 
ulars have  fired,  on  the  Cambridge  side,  about  a  thousand 
balls,  bombs,  and  carcases ;  and,  on  the  Roxbury  side,  better 
than  two  thousand,  and  have  killed,  including  those  who  have 
died  of  their  wounds,  on  the  Cambridge  side,  seven,  and  in 
Roxbury,  five. 

Yesterday  the  new  Admiral  Shuldam,  arrived  at  Boston, 
with  several  sliips,  which  occasioned  great  firing  most  of  the 
day.1 

Jaxtart  2. — Yesterday,  at  about  quarter  after  three 
o'clock,  the  British  fleet  lying  off  Norfolk,  Virginia,  com- 
menced a  cannonade  against  that  town,  from  up- 
wards  of  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  and  con-  nn> 
tinned  till  nearly  ten  o'clock  at  night,  without  intermission. 
It  then  abated  a  little,  and  continued  till  two  this  morning. 
Under  cover  of  their  guns,  the  regulars  landed  and  set  fire  to 
the  town  in  several  places  near  the  water,  though  our  men 
strove  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  them.  The  houses  being 
chiefly  of  wood,  took  fire  immediately,  and  the  fire  spread 
with  amazing  rapidity.  It  is  now  become  general,  and  the 
whole  town  will  probably  be  consumed  in  a  day  or  two.  Ex- 
pecting that  the  fire  would  throw  the  Americans  into  con- 
fusion, the  enemy  frequently  landed,  but  were  every  time  re- 
pulsed. The  burning  of  the  town  has  made  several  avenues 
through  which  the  enemy  may  now  fire  with  greater  effect. 

1  "  Seasonable  Thoughts,"  in  the  PcnneylYania  Journal,  January  8. 
•  Constitutional  Gazette,  January  13. 
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The  tide  is  now  rising,  and  we  expect,  at  high  water,  another 
cannonade.  May  it  be  as  ineffectual  as  the  last,  for  we  have 
not  one  man  killed,  and  but  a  few  wounded.1 


Deacon  "Wiiitoomb,  of  Lancaster,  Massachusetts,  (who 
a  member  of  the  assembly  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  till  the  pres- 
ent war  commenced,  had  served  in  former  wars 
and  been  in  different  engagements,)  had  served  as 
a  Colonel  in  the  Continental  army ;  but,  on  account  of  his  age, 
was  left  out  upon  the  new  regulation.  His  men  highly  resented 
it,  and  declared  they  would  not  enlist  again  after  their  time 
was  out.  The  Colonel  told  them  he  did  not  doubt  there  were 
sufficient  reasons  for  the  regulation,  and  was  satisfied  with  it. 
He  then  blamed  them  for  their  conduct,  and  said  he  would  enlist 
as  a  private.  A  Colonel  Brewer  heard  of  it,  and  offered  to 
resign  in  favor  of  Colonel  Whiteomb.  The  whole  coming  to 
General  Washington's  oars,  ho  allowed  of  Colonel  Brewer's 
resignation  in  favor  of  Colonel  Whiteomb,  appointed  the  for- 
mer barrack-master  till  he  could  further  promote  him,  and  ac- 
quainted the  army  with  the  whole  affair  in  general  orders. 
Let  antiquity  produce  a  more  striking  instance  of  true  great- 
ness of  mind." 

A  correspondent  in  London  says :  "  Several  contractors  have 
set  off  for  Rome  for  a  fresh  supply  of  Jesuit's  bark ;  as  tea 
does  not  agree  with  an  American  stomach,  being  apt  to  pro- 
duce the  heartburn.  There  is  a  rumor  the  new  parliament  in- 
tends to  force  the  bark  upon  the  Yankees,  especially  as  Doctor 
Bute  recommends  it  as  a  great  specific  for  the  fever  of  rebel- 
lion, for  which,  no  doubt,  they  will  have  gratitude  enough  to 
thank  the  doctor,  by  heartily  wishing  he  may  very  soon  expe- 
rience the  quintessence  of  the  axe,  the  halter,  or  the  syrup  of 
gun  flints.' 

"  Colonel  Allen  is  now  chained  and  kept  close  in  Pendennia 
Castle,  in  Cornwall,  England.    He  was  brought  over  to  be 

1  New  York  Packet,  January  25,  and  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  January  16 
•  Constitutional  Gazette,  December  18.  •  New  York  Packet,  January  4. 
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tried  by  the  act  which  passed  last  session,  and  which  was  re- 
pealed two  days  before  the  unhappy  prisoner  arrived."  1 

We  hope  our  countrymen  will  not  be  at  all  dispirited  at 
the  destruction  of  Norfolk,  but  rather  rejoice  that  half  the  mis- 
chief our  enemies  can  do  us  is  done  already.  They  To  ^ 
have  destroyed  one  of  the  first  towns  in  America,  virginUM. 
and  the  only  one  (except  two  or  three)  in  Virginia,  which  car- 
ried on  any  thing  like  a  trade.  We  are  only  sharing  part  of 
the  sufferings  of  our  American  brethren,  and  can  now  glory 
in  having  received  one  of  the  keenest  strokes  of  the  enemy, 
without  flinching.  They  have  done  their  worst,  and  to  no 
other  purpose  than  to  harden  our  soldiers,  and  teach  them  to 
bear  without  dismay,  all  the  most  formidable  operations  of  a 
war  carried  on  by  a  powerful  and  cruel  enemy  ;  to  no  other 
purpose  than  to  give  the  world  specimens  of  British  cruelty 
and  American  fortitude,  unless  it  be  to  force  us  to  lay  aside 
that  childish  fondness  for  Britain,  and  that  foolish,  tame  de- 
pendence on  her.  We  had  borne  so  long  with  the  oppressions 
of  an  ungenerous  restriction  of  our  trade — of  a  restriction,  in 
some  instances,  which  seemed  calculated  merely  as  badges  of 
our  subjection,  and  had  been  contented  so  long  with  barely 
refusing  to  purchase  commodities  which  they  had  taxed  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America,  that  our  patience 
and  moderation  served  but  to  encourage  them  to  proceed  to 
greater  lengths.  To  greater  lengths  they  have  proceeded,  as 
far  as  the  proudest  tyrant's  lust  of  despotism,  stimulated  by 
cruelty,  a  rancorous  malice,  and  an  infernal  spirit  of  revenge, 
could  hurry  them.  How  sunk  is  Britain  !  Could  not  Britons 
venture  to  wage  war  with  America  till  they  were  told  that 
Americans  were  cowards — till  they  had  disarmed  them,  or 
had,  as  they  thought,  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  procure 
arms ;  nor  even  then  without  the  assistance  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics and  Indians,  and  endeavoring  to  raise  amongst  us  a  do- 
mestic enemy  ?  Was  this  like  a  brave  and  generous  nation  ? 
If  they  were  lost  to  all  the  feelings  of  Britons,  for  men  con- 


1  Middlesex  Journal,  January  4. 
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tending  for  the  support  of  the  British  constitution,  if  they 
were  determined  to  conquer  America,  why  did  they  not  at- 
tempt it  like  Britons  ?  Why  meanly  ran  about  to  the  differ- 
ent powers  of  Europe,  entreating  them  not  to  assist  us?  Why 
make  use  of  every  base  and  inhuman  stratagem,  and  wage  a 
savage  war  unknown  amongst  civilized  nations  ?  Surely  who 
ever  has  heard  of  Carletou's,  Connolly's,  and  Dunmore's  plots 
against  us,  cannot  but  allow  that  they  must  have  been  author- 
ized by  a  higher  power ;  and  whoever  believes  this  cannot  but 
wish  to  be  instantly  and  forever  removed  from  under  such  a 
power,  and  to  be  guarded  most  effectually  against  it.  Most 
freely  would  we  cut  the  gordian  knot  which  has  hitherto  so 
firmly  bound  us  to  Britain,  and  call  on  France  and  Spain  for 
assistance  against  an  enemy  who  seem  bent  on  our  destruc- 
tion, but  who,  blessed  be  the  God  of  Hosts,  have  been  baffled 
in  most  of  their  attempts  against  us,  been  chastised  in  all,  and 
have  made  many  attacks  against  us  without  being  able  to  kill 
a  single  man.1 

January  7. — This  mornjng,  the  sixth  daughter  of  Captain 
Bancroft,  of  Dunstable,  Massachusetts,  was  baptized  by  the 
name  of  Martha  Dandridge,  the  maiden  name  of  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington's  lady.  The  child  was'  dressed  in 
buff  and  blue,  with  a  sprig  of  evergreen  on  its  head,  emblem- 
atic of  his  Excellency's  glory  and  provincial  affection." 

As  Lord  North  has  owned  in  Parliament  that  the  ministry 
have  been  misled  and  deceived  by  American  informers,  it  is 

American  Du*  justice  that  the  public  should  know  them, 
informer*.  Here  they  are:  Wentworth,  Governor  of  New 
Hampshire ;  Hutchinson,  late  governor  of  Boston,  pensioner 
on  Ireland,  £1,000  a  year ;  Benj.  Hallowell,  a  commissioner  of 
customs  at  Boston,  £600  a  year ;  Buggies,  one  of  the  council 
of  Boston,  £200  a  year  pension ;  Oliver,  lieutenant-governor, 
made  such  by  Hutchinson;  Moffat,  custom-house  officer  at 

'  "An  American  "  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  January  5. 
*  Essex  Gazette,  January  18. 
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New  London,  £300  a  year;  William  Smith,  an  attorney  rtt 
New  York,  and  a  counsellor ;  James  Delancey,  a  captain  in 
the  army ;  John  Watts*,  a  contractor  with  Harley  and  Oliver 
Delancey ;  Stockden,  an  attorney  and  king's  counsellor  at 
New  Jersey  ;  Franklin,  governor  of  New  Jersey,  son  of  Ben- 
jamin ;  Dulany,  an  attorney  and  commissary  at  Maryland  ; 
Dunmore,  Governor  of  Virginia ;  Martin,  brother  to  Target, 
governor  of  North  Carolina ;  Jonathan  Sewall,  a  school-mas- 
ter at  Boston,  judge  of  the  admiralty,  £600  a  year;  Aueh- 
muty,  a  priest.1 

January  S. — Tnis  evening,  Major  Knowlton  was  despatched 
with  a  hundred  men,  to  make  an  incursion  into  Charlcstown. 
He  crossed  the  mill  dam,  which  lies  between  KROwUnn.,  TWt 
Cobble  Hill  and  Bunker's  Hill,  about  nine 
o'clock,  and  immediately  proceeded  down  the  street,  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Bunker's  Hill.  A  part  of  the  men,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Keyes,  at  the  same  time  were  or- 
dered to  take  post  on  the  east  side  of  the  street,  just  under  the 
hill,  in  order  to  intercept  any  person  who  might  escape  from 
the  houses  in  the  street,  some  of  which  were  occupied  by  the  en- 
emy. These  houses,  which  are  a  little  without  the  compact 
part  of  the  town,  the  enemy  suffered  to  remain,  in  June  last, 
for  their  own  convenience. 

They  were  now  surrounded  and  set  fire  to  by  our  men. 
In  one  of  them  they  found  six  soldiers,  and  one  woman,  all  of 
whom,  except  one  refractor)'  fellow  who  was  killed,  were 
brought  off.  In  another  of  the  houses,  according  to  the  infor- 
mation of  the  prisoners,  lived  seventeen  of  the  enemy's  car- 
penters. The  woman  6ays  she  went  to  this  house  in  order  to 
horrow  something,  just  before  our  men  arrived  ;  but  seeing  no 
light,  and  not  being  able  to  get  into  that  part  of  the  house 
where  they  kept,  she  concluded  they  were  all  asleep.  As  it  is 
very  certain  no  one  escaped  from  the  house,  and  as  our  men 
set  the  building  on  fire  very  suddenly,  it  is  thought  the  whole 
seventeen  perished  in  the  flames.    We  burnt  ten  houses,  and 

*  "  A  Clerk,"  in  the  Middlesex  Journal,  Janu»rjr  18. 
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brought  off  six  or  seven  muskets.  Three  or  four  houses  are 
still  standing.  The  whole  was  performed  in  less  than  an  hour, 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  cither  killed  or  wounded. 
The  regulars  in  the  fort  on  Bunker's  II ill  did  not  act  with  that 
regularity  which  those  gentlemen  who  labor  hard  to  show  the 
superiority  of  red  coats  over  brown  coats,  would  persuade  us 
that  regulars  always  do  ;  for  they  kept  a  hot  and  close  fire  on 
absolutely  nothing  at  all :  that  is,  they  fired  without  an  object. 
Our  people  calmly  executed  their  purpose,  laughed  in  security, 
and  in  security  returned  to  their  camp.1 

January  17. — Though  much  ha6  been  said  of  late  about 
"Whig  and  Tory,  few  persons  are  acquainted  with  their  ori- 

Ori«tnof  £m  ' — ^n  tue  vear  1679,  King  Charles  the  Second 
whig  and  Tory.  fcjj  gjck  m  the  summer,  upon  which  the  Duke  of 

York,  his  brother,  an  avowed  papist,  returned  immediately  to 
court,  without  the  king's  leave,  with  a  view  to  secure  the  succes- 
sion of  the  crown  to  himself,  as  his  Majesty  had  no  legitimate  is- 
sue. Tins  alarmed  the  Protestants,  and  made  them  eager  for  tho 
sitting  of  parliament,  and  gave  rise  to  sundry  petitions,  signed 
by  great  numbers  of  hands,  both  in  city  and  country,  which 
was  very  displeasing  to  his  Majesty.  That  arbitraiy  tyrant 
told  the  petitioners,  that  he  was  judge  of  what  was  fit  to  be 
done.  "  You  would  not  take  it  well,"  said  he,  "  if  I  should 
meddle  with  your  affairs,  and  I  desire  you  will  not  meddle 
with  mine." — Upon  this,  counter-addresses  were  promoted  by 
the  influence  of  the  court  over  all  the  nation,  expressing  a 
detestation  and  abhorrence  of  the  practice  of  the  petitioners, 
and  referring  the  sitting  of  the  parliament  absolutely  to  the 
king's  pleasure,  by  which  they  obtained  the  name  of  ahJwr- 
re?'8 ;  which  occasioned  a  great  ferment  among  the  people,  so 
that  sundry  of  the  privy  council  deserted  their  stations  at  court. 

The  petitioners  for  the  sitting  of  parliament,  and  their  ad- 
versaries, the  abhorrers  of  such  petitions,  gave  rise  to  the  two 
grand  parties,  which  have  since  divided  the  nation  under  the 
distinguishing  names  of  Whig  and  Tory.    The  Whigs,  or  low- 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  January  28  and  80. 
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churchmen,  so  called  from  moderation  about  the  hierarchy  and 
their  charity  for  their  fellow-Christians  of  other  denomina- 
tions, were  the  more  zealous  Protestants,  declared  enemies  to 
Popery,  and  willing  to  remove  to  a  further  distance  from  the 
superstitions  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  They  were  firm  to  the 
British  constitution  and  the  liberties  of  their  count ry.  The 
chrpy  of  this  persuasion  were  eminent  for  their  candor  and 
charity,  so  that  they  were  far  from  confining  salvation  to  their 
o\rn  communion.  Their  laity  were  remarkable  for  their  zeal 
in  promoting  the  famous  bill  for  excluding  the  Popish  Duke 
of  York  from  the  crown,  as  the  best  expedient  to  secure  the 
Protestant  establishment.  They  were  for  confining  the  royal 
prerogative  within  the  compass  of  law,  for  which  reason  their 
adversaries  charged  them  with  republican  principles,  and  gave 
them  the  reproachful  name  of  Whig,  or  sour  milk,  a  name  first 
given  to  the  Presbyterians  in  Scotland,  when  they  were  perse- 
cuted by  the  high  church,  because,  when  they  were  forced  to 
flee  from  their  habitations,  hungry  and  thirsty,  they  often 
drank  butter-milk  whig,  or  whey,  when  they  came  to  any 
friend's  house  that  would  shelter  and  entertain  them. 

The  Tories,  or  high-churchmen,  stood  on  the  side  of  the 
prerogative,  and  were  for  setting  the  king  above  law.  They 
went  into  all  the  arbitrary  measures  of  the  court,  and  adopted 
into  our  religion  (says  Dr.  Welwood)  a  Mahometan  principle, 
under  the  names  of  non-resistance  and  passive  obedience ; 
which,  since  the  times  of  that  impostor  who  first  broached  it, 
has  been  the  means  of  enslaving  a  great  part  of  the  world. 
These  gentlemen  leaned  more  to  a  coalition  with  the  Papists, 
than  with  the  Presbyterians.  They  cried  up  the  name  ai  d 
authority  of  the  church,  and  being  men  of  little  tenderness  and 
conscience  themselves,  paid  no  regard  to  the  consciences  of 
others.  They  were  for  forcing  the  non-conformists  to  come 
i:»to  the  church  by  all  kinds  of  coercive  measures,  as  fines,  im- 
prisonments, gibbets,  <fcc.  But  with  all  their  zeal  about  the 
church,  they  were,  generally,  persons  of  lax  and  dissolute 
morals,  and  would  risk  the  whole  Protestant  religion,  rather 
than  go  into  any  measures  of  exclusion  or  limitation.  Most  of 
the  high-church  clergy  were  for  raising  money  without  Parlia- 
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mcnt ;  one  or  two  court  bishops  giving  measures  to  the  rest, 
and  they  to  their  clergy.  No  men  did  more  to  enslave  the 
nation  and  introduce  Popery,  than  they.  Their  adversaries 
therefore  gave  them  the  name  of  Tories ;  a  name  first  given  to 
Irish  robbers  or  highwaymen,  who  lived  upon  plunder,  and 
were  prepared  for  any  daring  or  villanons  enterprise.  The 
non-conformists  fell  in  unanimously  with  the  "Whigs,  or  low- 
churchmen,  in  all  points  relating  to  liberty  and  the  civil  con- 
stitution, as  they  must  do  always,  if  they  are  consistent  with 
themselves. 

Whig  and  Tory,  then,  are  names  used  only  with  allusion  to 
their  originals,  from  whence  they  are  borrowed— -sour  milk  and 
highway  robber.  Such  as  trust  to  our  common  dictionaries  for 
an  explanation,  will  only  deceive  themselves  ;  and  they  should 
know,  that  they  only  discover  their  ignorance  in  history, 
when  they  profess  they  are  not  Tories,  because  they  are  net 
Irish  robbers.1 

Mr.  "Washington  is  just  such  another  character  as  my  Lord 
Essex,  the  Parliament's  general  in  King  Charles  the  First's 
Letter  of.  time-  Putnam  may  very  well  be  compared  to 
Virginian.  Ireton.  Hancock  is  one  of  the  greatest  despera- 
does living.  Adams  generally  sleeps  with  the  memoirs  of  the 
Cardinal  de  Retz  under  his  pillow.  The  slow  and  lenient 
measures  of  the  British  Government  have  been  interpreted  by 
our  rulers  into  fear.  "We  poor,  distressed  Americans,  make  a 
fine  joke  of  your  pity.  Do  not  imagine  we  desire  peace,  even 
upon  those  terms  we  seem  to  solicit  it.  "Were  you  to  agree  to 
those  terms,  behold  some  new  demands  without  satisfaction 
for  which  we  cannot  think  of  laying  down  our  arms.  The 
king  must  dismiss  and  punish  those  servants  who  have  so 
highly  offended  us.  After  King  Charles  had  granted  the  Re- 
bel Parliament  all  they  could  ask,  for  want  of  a  better  pre- 
tence, they  declared  they  could  not  trust  him,  and  so  began 
the  Civil  "War.  Let  somebody  remember,  that  the  Congress  has 
amused  you  with  proposals  of  accommodation,  merely  to  gain 

1  New  York  Packet,  January  18. 
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time;  it  has  answered  their  end,  and  they  were  tolerably  well 
prepared  by  the  latter  end  of  the  summer.  This  winter  some 
of  their  grand  schemes  are  to  be  put  in  execution.  They  have 
had  amazing  success ;  for  all  Canada  is  in  their  hands  already. 
Hie  Canadians  have  used  General  Carleton  extremely  ill.  Mont- 
real was  taken  almost  without  a  blow.  Troops  arc  now 
marching  for  Nova  Scotia,  and  you  may  expect  to  hear  of  the 
surrender  of  Halifax  some  time  in  February.  The  American 
cruisers  have  had  as  good  luck  with  your  transports  ;  indeed 
the  country  is  so  well  provided  for  defence,  that  every  town 
looks  like  a  store-house,  filled  with  all  kinds  of  warlike  neces- 
saries. All  people,  both  high  and  low,  seem  as  unanimous,  as 
easy,  and  composed  as  if  engaged  in  the  most  safe  and  justifi- 
able undertaking  in  the  world.1 

The  following  lines  were  spoken  extempore  by  an  American 
lady,  on  hearing  that  the  conquering  hero,  General  Gage,  was 
on  his  passage  home  to  England : 

From  Boston  cornea  the  frighted  cow,* 

The  ruins  left  to  hapless  Howe ! 

Clinton,  a  Rnaa  in  mind  and  body, 

Is  almost  drowned  in  Boston  toddy : 

Burgoyne,  like  Wedderburne  or  Meredith, 

Is  seeking  pelf  through  Britain's  very  death. 

Earl  Percy  there,  as  well  as  here, 

The  ladies  think  is  rery  queer  I 

They  give  him  tea  and  keep  him  warm, 

For  sorely  he  can  do  no  harm. 

Oh  Putnam,  Ward,  and  martial  Lee! 
The  fair's  best  wishes  are  for  ye, 
The  guardians  of  dear  Liberty !  ' 

Jantabt  20. — ScTLrKU8  the  Scythian,  having  fourscore  sons, 

1  Letter  from  "A  Virginian,''  to  the  editor  of  the  Middlesex  Journal,  pub- 
&sk*d  in  that  paper,  January  28. 

*  It  is  observable  that  she  has  never  got  over  the  panic  with  which  she  was 
(track  at  Rraddock's  defeat !  But  at  all  appearances  of  danger,  her  hair  is  ob- 
•ffred  to  rise  and  stand  on  end.    This  is  not  a  fault,  but  a  very  great  misfortune. 

'  From  the  London  Public  Advertiser,  republished  in  the  Pennsylvania  Even- 
ts Port,  February  8. 
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desired  nothing  bo  much  as  to  bring  them  up  in  the  love  of  each 
other,  and  to  show  them  how  invincible  concord  would  render 
Union.  tnem>  M  he  lay  on  his  death-bed,  he  called  them 
around  him,  and  giving  to  each  of  them  a  bundle 
of  javelins,  bade  them  try  if  they  could  break  the  bundles.  The 
young  men  having  attempted  and  declaring  it  impracticable, 
Scylurus  untied  the  bundles  in  their  presence,  broke  the  jave- 
lins one  by  one,  with  the  greatest  ease,  and  from  thence  took 
occasion  thus  to  address  his  children  :  "  Behold,  my  sons,  your 
strength,  whilst  linked  together  in  the  bonds  of  amity ;  on  the 
contrary,  how  weak,  and  what  an  easy  prey  you  must  be, 
when  separated  in  your  interests  by  discord  and  sedition." 1 

January  23. — The  Jersey  boys  are  scouring  Long  Island. 
They  have  taken  Justice  French  and  some  more  ringleaders, 

Tory  Hunting.  an(*  a         manv  arms*    ^°  opposition  is  made  to 
them.    The  people  curse  their  leaders,  say  they  de- 
ceived them,  promised  to  support  them,  and  in  the  time  of  dan- 
ger left  them.    They  will  never  trust  them  again.     An  officer 
in  tl lis  expedition  says:  "We  set  out  from  "Woodbridge  on 
"Wednesday  the  seventeenth  instant,  with  about  six  hundred 
militia,  and  were  joined  at  New  York  with  a  detachment  from 
Lord  Stirling's  battalion,  consisting  of  near  three  hundred.  On 
Friday  morning  we  crossed,  with  all  our  troops,  at  Horn's  Hook, 
near  Hell  Gate,  and  met  with  no  opposition ;  we  then  pro- 
ceeded on  our  way  towards  Jamaica,  took  in  custody  some  of 
the  principal  persons  proscribed ;  sent  out  parties,  and  brought 
in  many  of  those  who  voted  against  sending  delegates ;  dis- 
armed them  and  required  them  to  6i*gn  an  obligation  we  had 
drawn  up,  in  which  we  enjoin  them  not  to  oppose  either  the 
Continental  or  Provincial  Congresses,  but  to  be  subject  to  thcni, 
and  not  to  aid  or  assist  the  ministerial  troops  in  the  present  con- 
test.   From  Jamaica  we  went  to  ITampstead  town,  where  we  ex- 
pected the  warmest  opposition,  but  were  disappointed,  as  the  in- 
habitants came  in  and  brought  their  arms  voluntarily,  for  two 
days,  as  fast  as  we  could  receive  them,   "We  have  about  three 


1  New  York  Packet,  January  85. 
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hundred  stand  of  arms  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder 
and  lead.  We  are  now  on  our  way  to  Oyster  Bay,  and  shall 
scour  the  country  as  we  go,  and  exert  ourselves  to  discharge  the 
trust  enjoined  on  us.  Colonel  Heard  sent  his  detachment  home 
last  Tuesday,  as  he  thought  the  militia  sufficient,  lie  is  inde- 
fatigable in  discharging  his  duty ;  treats  the  inhabitants  with 
civility  and  the  utmost  humanity.  The  delinquents  express 
themselves  well  pleased  that  a  detachment  of  Jerseymen,  and 
not  of  New  England,  were  sent  to  disarm  them.  Many  of  those 
who  are  proscribed  as  principals,  have  either  fled  or  secreted 
themselves ;  several  we  have  in  custody.  Some  others,  I  believe, 
are  yet  to  be  had,  but  by  some  means  or  other  they  procured  a 
list  of  the  persons  pointed  out  as  principals  before  our  arrival. 
We  arc  making  inquiry  how  they  got  their  intelligence,  but  are 
not  yet  informed.  Those  that  have  come  in,  and  surrendered  their 
arms,  are  much  irritated  with  those  who  have  led  them  to 
make  opposition,  and  have  deserted  them  in  the  day  of  diffi- 
cnlty.  I  conceive  they  will  be  as  safe  if  not  safer  in  our  cus- 
tody, than  at  present  among  their  neighbors,  of  whom  some  of 
them  seem  very  apprehensive,  and  complain  that  they  have 
met  with  insults  already."  1 

Jaxuabt  25. — We  hear  that  the  enemy,  in  Boston,  the 
evening  on  which  our  troops  burnt  the  houses  at  Charlestown, 
were  entertaining  themselves  at  the  exhibition  of  a  play, 
which  they  called  the  Blockade  of  Boston ;  in  the  midst  of 
which  a  person  appeared  before  the  audience,  and  with  great 
earnestness,  declared  that  the  Yankees  were  attacking  Bunkers 
llilL  The  deluded  wretches,  at  first,  took  this  to  be  merely 
farcical,  and  intended  as  a  part  of  their  diversion.  But  soon 
convinced  that  the  actor  meant  to  represent  a  solemn  reality, 
the  whole  assembly  left  the  house  in  confusion,  and  scampered 
off  with  great  precipitation.' 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Port,  January  25  and  February  3. 
1  Another  account  of  Major  Knowlton'a  expedition  is  given  by  an  officer  in 
king's  army : — On  the  8th  instant,  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
we  were  a'irmed  by  some  of  the  enemy,  who  came  over  a  small  neck  of  land  by 
a  nill  upon  Cliarlestown  aide,  and  came  into  some  house*  that  were  not  destroyed 
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Lately,  we  have  had  several  deserters  from  the  enemy. 
One  of  them  stationed  at  Charlestown  mills,  pitched  his  com- 
panion over  the  dam,  and  then  ran  for  Cobble  Hill. 

Last  Friday,  General  Clinton,  with  a  considerable  unmber 
of  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  sailed  from  Boston,  and  were 
supposed  to  be  bound  for  Virginia." 

The  Whigs  in  Sonth  Carolina,  are  in  high  spirits.  They 
have  large  supplies  of  powder  and  arms  ;  and  having  resolutely 
refused  the  men-of-war  provisions  or  water,  they 
were  obliged  to  quit  the  coast.  The  Tamer  (on 
board  of  which  is  Lord  William  Campbell,  late  Governor  of 
South  Carolina)  having  taken  a  sloop  from  Bermuda,  with  two 
hundred  and  sixty  half  johannesses,  the  property  of  a  house 
in  Charleston,  the  convention  granted  the  injured  an  order  to 

on  the  ltth  of  June,  where  they  surprised  and  took  one  sergeant  and  three  private 
men  prisoners,  who  belonged  to  a  wooding  party,  after  which  they  net  fire  to  the 
houses,  and  retreated  under  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry  from  one  of  our 
redoubts.    Among  the  rest  they  had  gat  a  stout  fellow  of  ours  (a  grenadier) 
prisoner,  who  pretended  to  be  lame,  and  could  walk  but  slowly,  upon  which  they 
made  him  deliver  up  his  arms;  and  the  rebel  captain  who  commanded  the  party 
told  his  men  to  retreat,  saying,  "  I  swear  I  will  take  this  serpent  of  a  regular  under 
my  charge ;  "  but  upon  hU  going  over  the  neck  of  land,  the  grenadier  struck  the 
captain  a  severe  blow  on  his  fact:  with  his  fist,  took  him  up  in  his  arms,  pitched 
him  headlong  into  the  mud,  and  then  ran  off".    But  what  is  most  extraordinary,  a 
new  farce  was  that  night  to  have  been  acted  at  Boston,  called  The  Blockade  of 
Boston;  the  play  was  just  ended  and  the  curtain  going  to  be  drawn  up  for  the 
farce,  when  the  actors  heard  from  without  that  an  attack  was  made  on  the  lieighta 
of  Charlestown,  upon  which  one  of  them  came  in,  dressed  in  the  character  of  a 
Yankee  sergeant  (which  character  he  «M  to  play)  desired  silence,  and  informal 
the  audience  the  alarm  guns  were  fired ;  that  the  rebels  had  attacked  the  town, 
and  were  at  it  tooth  and  nail  over  at  Charlestown.    The  audience  thinking  this 
was  the  opening  of  the  new  piece,  clapped  pro<Ugiously ;  but  soon  finding  their 
mistake,  a  general  scene  of  confusion,  ensued.    They  immediately  hurried  out  of 
the  house  to  their  alarm  posts;  some  skipping  over  the  orchestra,  trampling  on 
the  fiddles,  and  every  one  making  his  most  speedy  retreat.    The  actors  (who  were 
all  officers)  calling  out  for  water  to  wash  the  smut  and  paint  from  off"  their  face.*; 
women  fainting,  and,  in  short,  tho  whole  house  was  nothing  but  one  scene  of  oon- 
fueion,  terror,  and  tumult.    I  was  upon  gunrd  at  the  advance  lines  before  die 
town  of  Roxbury,  and  we  expected  a  general  attack  that  night,  but  the  rebels 
were  not  so  forward,  for  in  a  few  hours  every  thing  was  quiet.— Extract  of  « 
fjtnuine  letter  from  Hotton,  in  the  Middleux  Journal^  February  11. 
*  New  England  Gazette,  January  25. 
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sell  as  much  of  his  lordship's  goods  and  chattels  as  would 
repay  the  money,  <fcc,  stolen  from  them  ;  on  which  they  sold 
his  coach,  horses,  <fcc,  and  have  written  him,  that  they  have  a 
balance  of  thirty  pounds,  which  they  are  ready  to  pay  to  his 
order.  His  lordship  has  stolen  sixty  or  seventy  negroe*. — 
iiow  is  England  fallen ;  when  its  king  is  a  butcher,  lus 
ministers  knaves,  and  its  nobles  negro  thieves  ! 1 

January  30. — A  paragraph  in  a  late  number  of  the  Lon- 
don Packet,  says:  Tfus public  may  depend  upon  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  following  articles. — "  By  a  letter  from  ^  .  9nm 
Boston,  we  learn  that  the  army  now  have  plenty  of  En^mi. 
provisions,  and  are  in  much  better  health  and  spirits  than  of  late. 
General  Lee,  a  few  days  before  the  letter  writer  sent  his  infor- 
iuation,  had  a  mutinous  6oldier  in  his  corps,  npon  whom  he  drew 
his  sword,  and,  running  it  through  his  body,  instantly  de- 
spatched him.  It  is  thought  that  General  Lee  is  not  now  alive, 
in  consequence  of  this  violence." 1 

Mr.  Washington,  we  hear,  is  married  to  a  very  amiable 
lady,  but  it  is  said  that  Mrs.  Washington,  being  a  warm 
loyalist,  has  separated  from  her  husband  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  troubles,  and  lives,  very  much  respected, 
in  the  city  of  Now  York.' 

February  L — Tub  plan  which  Lord  George  Germaine  has 
laid  down  for  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign  in  North 
America,  is  for  the  main  army  to  take  the  march 
along  the  line  of  coast,  and  utterly  to  destroy  every 
city,  town,  and  village,  on  both  sea  and  great  rivers,  to  which 
a  ship  of  any  burden  can  come  up,  which  will  entirely  cut  off 
all  the  naval  designs  of  the  Americans,  aud  perhaps  prove  the 
most  effective  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war.  Several 
members  of  tho  cabinet  seconded  the  opinion,  and  it  is  imagined 
it  will  prove  the  prevailing  one. — Lord  North  is  against  it. 
Letters  by  the  packet  declare,  that  on  an  epilogue  being 


fiazo'te,  February  \. 
»  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  January  30.  •  Upcott,  ir.  341. 
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spoken  by  Ridesdale,  after  the  Beggar's  Opera,  which  was 
acted  in  Dublin  for  a  public  charity,  the  audience  were  so 
much  offended  at  a  line  in  it,  where  the  Americans  were  styled 
rebels,  and  made  so  great  a  disturbance,  that  the  major  thought 
it  prudent  to  omit  the  exceptionable  passage,  when  he  spoke 
the  epilogue  again  a  few  nights  afterwards.' 

February  4.— Tins  afternoon,  between  two  and  three 
o'clock,  General  Lee  arrived  at  New  York,  from  the  eastward. 
is*  at  H°  was  escorted  into  town  by  Captain  Leary's 
New  York,  troop  of  light  horse,  and  a  great  number  of  the  in- 
habitants. About  the  same  time  General  Clinton  arrived  from 
Boston,  in  the  ship-of-war  Mercury,  in  company  with  a  transport 
brig.  The  committee  of  safety  met  immediately,  and  we  ex- 
pected something  like  a  commencement  of  hostilities,  but  the 
mayor  went  on  board  the  Mercury,  where  the  general  assured 
him  that  not  a  man  is  to  be  landed.  Clinton  is  going  to  the 
southward,  probably  Virginia.  Lee  says  he  will  send  word 
on  board  the  man-of-war,  that  if  they  set  a  house  on  fire  in  con- 
sequence of  his  coming,  he  will  chain  one  hundred  of  their  friends 
together  by  the  neck,  and  make  the  house  their  funeral  pile.' 

February  6. — The  Virginia  forces,  under  Colonel  Howe, 
abandoned  Norfolk  this  morning,  after  removing  the  poor  in- 
Norfoik  habitants,  with  such  effects  as  they  could  carry 
Aban«i..ned.  a]ong  w i tli  them,  and  demolishing  the  intrench- 
mcnts,  which  Lord  Dunmore  threw  up  a  little  before  he  fled  on 
board  the  fleet,  now  lying  before  that  place.  What  few  houses 
remained  after  the  late  bombardment  were  likewise  destroved. 

V  9 

after  being  valued,  to  prevent  the  enemy's  taking  shelter  in 
them.  Thus,  in  the  course  of  five  weeks,  has  a  town  which 
contained  upwards  of  six  thousand  inhabitants,  many  of  them 
in  affluent  circumstances,  a  place  that  carried  on  an  extensive 
trade  and  commerce,  consequently  affording  bread  to  many 
thousands,  been  reduced  to  ashes,  and  become  desolate,  through 


1  Middlesex  Journal,  February  28  and  29. 
*  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  February  6. 
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the  wicked  and  cruel  machinations  of  Lord  North  and  the 
junto,  aided  by  their  faithful  servants,  my  Lord  Dunmore, 
with  his  motley  army,  and  the  renowned  Captain  Bellew, 
commodore  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  fleet  in  Virginia,  and  his 
generous  and  valiant  crew.    Truly  may  it  be  now  said, 

"  Never  can  true  reconcilement  grow 
Where  wounds  of  deadly  hate  hare  picre'd  so  deep." 

The  troops  are  now  stationed  at  Kemp's  Landing,  the  Great 
Bridge,  and  in  and  about  Suffolk.1 

A  FABLE. 

Some  mice  deep  intrench'd  in  a  rich  Cheshire 

Grimalkin  long  wisb'd  to  devour, 
Secure  from  their  numbers,  they  lived  at  their 

And  bravely  defied  his  power. 

In  vain  all  the  day  he  sat  watching  their  holes, 

All  his  tricks  and  his  force  were  in  vain  ; 
Each  effort  convinced  him  the  vermin  had  souls, 

Determined  their  cheese  to  maintain. 

Grimalkin,  deep  versed  in  political  schools, 

Affected  the  siege  to  give  o'er, 
Supposing  the  mice  were  6uch  ignorant  fools, 

They  would  venture  abroad  as  before. 

But,  as  he  retreated,  a  spirited  mouse, 

Whom  time  had  bedappled  with  grey, 
Cried,  "  All  your  finesse  we  don't  value  a 

No  more  to  your  cunning  a  prey. 


"  This  cheese  by  possession  we 

Fair  freedom  the  claim  doth  approve ; 
Our  wants  are  but  few,  and  ber  blessings  alone, 
Sufficient  those  wants  to  remove. 

"  No  eat  will  we  own ;  with  ambition  run  mad, 
For  our  king  —  so  move  off  in  a  trice ; 
If  we  find  from  experience  a  king  must  be  had, 
That  king  shall  be  made  by  the  mice."' 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  February  28. 

•  "  R.  R.,"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  February  17. 
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February  10. — Some  people  among  us  seem  alarmed  at  the 
name  of  Independence^  while  they  support  measures  and  pro- 
pose  plans  that  comprehend  all  the  spirit  of  it. 

^  eDC*"  Have  we  not  made  laws,  created  courts  of  judica- 
ture, established  magistrates,  made  money,  levied  war,  and 
regulated  commerce,  not  only  without  his  Majesty's  intervention, 
but  absolutely  against  his  will  ?  Are  we  not  as  criminal  in  the 
eye  of  Britain  for  what  we  have  done  as  for  what  we  can  yet 
do  ?  If  we  institute  any  government  at  all,  for  heaven's  sake 
let  it  be  the  best  we  can.  We  shall  be  as  certainly  hanged  for 
a  bad  as  a  good  one,  for  they  will  allow  nothing  for  the  waver- 
ings of  filial  tenderness.  It  will  all  be  placed  to  the  account  of 
blundering  ignorance.  If,  therefore,  we  incur  the  danger,  let 
us  not  decline  the  reward.  In  every  other  instance,  Independ- 
ence raises  an  idea  in  the  mind  that  the  heart  grasps  at  with 
avidity,  and  a  feeling  soul  never  fails  to  be  stricken  and  de- 
pressed with  the  very  sound  of  dependence.  If  in  a  private 
family  the  children,  instead  of  being  so  educated  as  to  take 
upon  them  the  functions  of  good  citizens,  should  be  brought  to 
years  of  maturity  under  the  apparel,  food  and  discipline  of  in- 
fancy, what  laws,  natural  or  civil,  would  acquit  the  parents  of 
the  child  of  infamy  and  criminality  ?  A  set  of  great  lounging 
infants  tied  to  mamma's  apron  at  two-and-twenty,  with  long 
bibs  and  pap-spoons,  would  put  a  Sybarite  to  the  blush. 

Now,  as  every  moral  virtue  or  vice  is  vastly  enhanced 
when  considered  in  relation  to  a  community  as  well  as  individ- 
uals, I  insist  upon  it  that  he  who  would  keep  a  community  in 
a  state  of  infantile  dependence,  when  it  became  a  fit  member 
of  the  great  republic  of  the  world,  would  be  vastly  more 
criminal  and  infamous  than  the  imaginary  family  mentioned 
before.  Whenever  I  have  been  an  advocate  for  dependence,  I 
have  felt  a  conscious  want  of  public  virtue.  I  own  it  arises  from 
laziness  in  me.  I  was  willing  to  brush  through  life  as  I  began 
it,  and  to  leave  the  rooting  out  the  thornB  and  thistles,  as  well 
as  the  harvest  of  the  laurels,  to  posterity,  and  this,  I  think,  was 
the  case  of  most  of  us ;  but  now  that  we  have  gone  through 
the  rough  work,  to  desert  the  glorious  prospect  it  opens 
to  us,  would  be  heretical,  damnable,  and  abominable,  even  to 
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a  sensible  Pope.  It  is  a  duty  of  much  moment  to  us  as  men, 
and  of  the  last  degree  of  magnitude  as  citizens,  to  maintain, 
at  every  risk,  a  perfect  independence  of  every  thing  but  good 
sense,  good  morals,  good  laws,  good  government,  and  our  good 
Creator.1 

February  11. — Last  night,  about  eleven  o'clock,  intelli- 
gence was  received  at  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey,  that  the 
man-of-war,  transports,  and  tenders,  which  fell 

'  *         '  ™  a  Fftlae  Alarm. 

down  on  Sunday,  from  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
to  the  watering-place,  with  two  hundred  marines  on  board,  in- 
tended to  commit  depredations  on  Staten  Island,  and  furnish 
themselves  with  live  stock.  General  Livingston1  ordered  three 
hundred  of  the  militia  to  march  forthwith  to  prevent  the  in- 
tended robbery ;  and  having  despatched  the  necessary  orders, 
and  a  party  to  reconnoitre  the  south  side  of  the  island,  and  to 
procure  all  possible  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy, 
marched  himself  about  three  in  the  morning.  Tho  sev- 
eral detachments  met  at  Ward's,  in  sight  of  the  light-house,  and 
were  there  joined  by  a  company  of  light  horse,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Blanchard;  but,  learning  that  the  fleet  had 
left  the  Hook  the  day  before,  the  greater  part  of  the  troop,  still 
on  their  march,  were  ordered  back,  and  a  proper  number  di- 
rected to  guard  the  coast,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Thom- 
as, (lest  the  departure  of  the  enemy  might  prove  a  feint,)  to 
give  instant  notice  of  their  return. 

The  alacrity  with  which  the  men  entered  into  the  service,  is 
inly  laudable,  and  worthy  that  spirit  which  ought  to  animate 
every  honest  American.1 

February  14. — About  four  o'clock  this  morning,  a  large 
party  of  ministerial  butchers,  supposed  to  be  about  one  thou- 
sand, were  discovered  crossing  the  ice  from  Boston     Attllck  tt 
Keck  to  Dorchester  Neck.    The  sentry  immediate- 
1  y  discharged  his  piece  at  them,  and  ran  for  the  guard  house  to 


'  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention — New  York 
Ptckei,  April  3. 

'  William  Livingston.  •  New  York  Pfcoket,  February  22. 
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inform  Captain  Barnes,  (commander  of  the  guard,)  who  had 
already  taken  the  alarm  by  the  sentries  firing  their  pieces ;  and, 
from  information  he  could  get  of  the  course  they  were  steering, 
judged  their  design  was  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  guard, 
which  consisted  only  of  sixty  men.  Captain  Barnes  immedi- 
ately marched  his  guard  off  the  neck  to  the  edge  of  the  marsh, 
and  just  escaped  them,  and  lest  the  guns  that  had  just  been 
fired  should  not  alarm  the  camp,  he  sent  off  several  messengers. 
The  enemy  marched  along  with  two  field-pieces,  and  posted 
themselves  in  so  advantageous  a  manner,  that  Captain  Barnes 
could  not  attack  them  with  the  least  hope  of  success,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  reinforcements.  In  the 
mean  time  the  cut-throats  improved  every  minnte  of  their  time 
in  setting  fire  to  the  buildings  on  Dorchester  Neck,  while  they 
still  moved  toward  the  castle,  where  boats  were  ready  to  receive 
them.  But  our  troops  were  so  close  upon  them,  that  they  pnt 
out  the  fire  of  six  or  seven  of  the  buildings,  and  gained  the 
point  next  to  the  castle,  before  the  sons  of  Belial  had  reached 
their  lines.  They  made  prisoners  of  six  of  the  guard  and  one 
old  man,  an  inhabitant.1 

February  16. — This  evening,  Captain  Souder  arrived  at 
Philadelphia  from  Grenada.  On  his  passage,  he  spoke  a  ves- 
^  sel  from  Cork,  the  master  of  which  informed  him 
commission*™.  tjmt  twenty-five  transports,  with  four  thousand 
troops  on  board,  had  sailed  from  Cork  for  America.  Captain 
Souder  says,  that  before  he  left  Grenada,  a  London  paper  of  the 
thirtieth  of  last  November  arrived  there,  in  which  was  a  list 
of  the  thirty -nine  commissioners  appointed  to  treat  with  th* 
Congress,  among  whom  were  Lord  Howe  and  Governor  John- 
ston.* 

February  19. — This  day,  the  ship  Hope,  from  Bristol,  in 
England,  arrived  at  Annapolis.    By  her  we  learn,  that  Lord 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  March  6 :— Tt  is  about  two  mile*  from  the  encampment 
at  Dorchester,  over  the  causeway,  kc.,  to  said  guard  house,  and  one  mile  from 
thence  to  the  point  next  the  castJe. 

■  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  February  17. 
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Coniwallis,  with  five  regiments,  was  to  sail  about  the  middle  of 
December  last,  to  rendezvous  in  Virginia,  and  a  part  or  all  of 
hi*  forces  to  proceed  to  South  Carolina.  Corn  wall  is  is  to  resign 
the  command  when  at  Williamsburg  (if  he  ever  arrives  there) 
to  General  Clinton,  and  is  there  to  act  under  that  officer,  or 
command  a  detachment,  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require. 

The  commissioners  would  sail  about  the  middle  of  January, 
and  were  to  be  followed  by  as  large  an  armament  of  ships  and 
troops  as  was  possible  for  Britain  to  raise  in  her  present  state. 

e  ministry  breathe  nothing  but  murder,  and  it  is  thought 
that  the  commissioners  are  only  sent  out  as  a  6top-gap,  while 
they  have  time  to  raise  troops  or  try  the  arts  of  corruption. 
Among  the  commissioners,  it  is  said,  are  Lord  Howe,  Lord 
Littleton,  Captain  Barrington,  Governor  Pownal,  Governors 
Johnston  and  Gage,  who  are  all  to  come  out  in  an  eighty  or 
ninety  gun  ship.' 

February  20.— The  blockade  of  Quebec  is  kept  up  com- 
pletely, and  the  Americans  are  receiving  frequent  deserters 
from  the  town.  The  regulars  have  been  seen  breaking  up  the 
vessels  in  the  harbor  for  firewood.  This  absolutely  does  great 
honor  to  General  Arnold  and  his  little  party.  They  will  now 
get  ease,  as  troops  are  coming  in  pretty  fast.  One  company  of 
Pennsylvania  troops  arrived  yesterday  with  some  American 
manufactured  gunpowder,  and  many  of  the  New  England  vol- 
unteers. We  now  have  about  fifteen  hundred  men  before 
Quebec,  but  before  the  reinforcement  arrived,  the  blockade 
was  kept  up  by  five  hundred  men,  exclusive  of  a  few  Cana- 
dians, in  whom  little  or  no  dependence  could  at  that  time  be 
put,  nor  indeed  at  any  time,  without  a  greater  force  of  conti- 
nental troops.' 

February  23. — Whatever  may  be  reported  by  the  minis- 
terial agents  spread  through  the  country,  rest  assured  that  the 
accounts  of  American  weakness  contain  not  one  syllable  of 
truth.   The  Congress  have  in  nothing  taken  greater  pains  than 

'  Conetitutional  Gazette,  March  2.  •  Cr-cott,  ir.  347. 
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in  making  themselves  perfect  masters  of  the  resonrces  of 
the  whole  continent;  they  know  that  matter  completely, 
«ute  of      an(l  nav^ng  gained  it,  upon  the  very  best  author- 
Aracrica.  have  rejected  the  offers  they  have  certainly 

received,  both  from  France  and  Spain.  It  is  no  secret  at 
Philadelphia  that  such  offers  were  made ;  the  agents  were 
known,  and  they  had  several  repeated  conferences  upon  the 
offers  they  brought  from  the  house  of  Bourbon,  to  become  media- 
tors in  the  quarrel  between  England  and  her  colonies.  What 
the  answer  precisely  was,  is  not  known  ;  but  the  offers  were  cer- 
tainly civilly  refused  for  the  present,  till  the  further  conduct  of 
the  mother  country  should  be  experienced.  Certain  it  is  there 
is  no  apprehension  in  any  part  of  America,  of  not  being  able  to 
resist  the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain ;  and  this  confidence  is 
founded  on  the  determination  to  sacrifice  every  city  of  America 
to  the  same  fate  which  Norfolk  has  experienced,  rather  than  to 
submit  to  political  permanent  evils,  esteemed  much  worse  evils 
than  any  that  can  accrue  from  the  passing  mischiefs  of  burning 
and  destroying.  They  have  certainly  objects  at  stake  of  much 
greater  consideration  than  houses  and  towns,  and  they  will  de- 
fend them  upon  that  idea.  Besides,  if  government  was  to  be  suc- 
cessful in  conquering,  in  what  manner  are  the  Americans  to  be 
kept  in  subjection  ?  Nothing  less  than  an  army,  almost  equal  to 
that  which  effects  the  conquest,  could  do  this;  and  what 
would  be  the  benefit  of  these  provinces  to  Great  Britain,  kept 
in  such  a  manner  and  at  such  an  expense  ?  No  truth  appears 
clearer  to  the  best  informed  people  in  all  parts  of  America, 
than  the  absurdity  of  the  conduct  of  the  British  Parliament  and 
Ministry.' 

February  27. — The  pamphlet  entitled  "  Common  Sense," ' 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  New  York,  in  the  Middlesex  Journal,  March  30. 

»  This  pamphlet,  by  Thomas  Paine,  was  first  published  on  the  »th  of  Jannary. 
It  was  addressed  to  the  Inhabitants  or  Auk kic a,  on  the  following  interesting  sub- 
jects:— 1.  The  origin  and  design  of  government  in  general,  with  concise  remarks 
on  the  English  constitution.  2.  Of  monarchy  and  hereditary  succession.  3. 
Thoughts  on  the  present  state  of  American  affairs.  4.  Of  the  present  ability  of 
America,  with  some  miscellaneous  reflections.  Man  knotci  no  matter,  *ai«  creat- 
ing hta\>en,  or  those  whom  choice  and  common  good  ordain. 
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is  indeed  a  wonderful  production.  It  is  completely  calculated 
for  the  meridian  of  Xorth  America.— The  author  PB|Brt 
introduces  a  new  system  of  politics,  as  widely  dif-"c<,mmon  Scni*-" 
ferent  from  the  old,  as  the  Copernican  system  is  from  the 
Ptolemaic.  The  blood  wantonly  spilt  by  the  British  troops  at 
Lexington,  gave  birth  to  this  extraordinary  performance,  which 
contains  as  surprising  a  discovery  in  politics  as  the  works  of 
Sir  kaac  Newton  do  in  philosophy.  Tliis  animated  piece  dis- 
pels, with  irresistible  energy,  the  prejudice  of  the  mind  against 
the  doctrine  of  independence,  and  pours  in  upon  it  such  an  in- 
nndation  of  light  and  truth,  as  will  produce  an  instantaneous 
and  marvellous  change  in  the  temper — in  the  views  and  feel- 
ings of  an  American.  The  ineffable  delight  with  which  it  is 
perused,  and  its  doctrines  imbibed,  is  a  demonstration  that  the 
«?ccls  of  independence,  though  imported  with  the  troops  from 
Britain,  will  grow  surprisingly  with  proper  cultivation  in  the 
fields  of  America.  The  mind  indeed  exults  at  the  thought  of  a 
final  separation  from  Great  Britain,  whilst  all  its  prejudices 
and  enchanting  prospects  in  favor  of  a  reconciliation,  like  the 
morning  cloud,  are  chased  aw* ay  by  the  heat  and  influence  of 
this  rising  luminary,  and  although  the  tics  of  affection  and 
other  considerations  have  formerly  bound  this  country  in  a 
threefold  cord  to  Great  Britain,  yet  the  connexion  will  be  dis- 
solved, and  the  gordion  knot  be  cut.  "  For  the  blood  of  the 
slain,  the  voice  of  weeping  nature  cries  it  is  time  to  part." 1 

Tms  morning,  the  Xorth  Carolina  minute  men  and  militia, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  James  Moore,  had 
an  engagement  with  the  Tories,  at  Widow  Moore's  B»tti«of 
Creek  bridge.1  At  the  break  of  day,  an  alarm  Moorc » Creck- 
pin  was  fired,  immediately  after  which,  scarcely  leaving  the 
Americans  a  moment  to  prepare,  the  Tory  army,  with  Captain 
McCloud  at  their  head,  made  their  attack  on  Colonels  Caswell 
and  Lillington,  posted  near  the  bridge,  and  finding  a  small 
intrenchment  vacant,  concluded  that  the  Americans  had  aban- 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  February  24. 

'  Moore's  Creek  runs  from  Xorth  to  South,  and  empties  Into  South  River, 
"jhteen  tnilef  above  Wilmington,  North  Carolina. 
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doned  their  poet.  With  this  supposition,  they  advanced  in  a 
most  furious  manner  over  the  bridge.  Colonel  Caswell  had 
very  wisely  ordered  the  planks  to  be  taken  up,  so  that  in  pass- 
ing they  met  with  many  difficulties.  On  reaching  a  point 
within  thirty  paces  of  the  breastworks,  they  were  received  with 
a  very  heavy  fire,  which  did  great  execution.  Captains  Mc- 
Cloud  and  Campbell  were  instantly  killed,  the  former  having 
nine  bullets  and  twenty-four  swan  shot  through  and  into  his  body. 
The  insurgents  retreated  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  leav- 
ing behind  them  some  of  their  wagons,  &c.  They  cut  their 
horses  out  of  the  wagons,  and  mounted  three  upon  a  horse. 
Many  of  them  fell  into  the  creek  and  were  drowned.  Tom 
Rutherford  ran  like  a  lusty  fellow : — both  he  and  Felix  Keennn 
were  in  arms  against  the  Carolinians,  and  they  by  this  time 
are  prisoners,  as  is  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cotton,  who  ran  at  the 
first  fire.  The  battle  lasted  three  minutes.  Twenty-eight  of 
the  Tories,  besides  the  two  captains,  are  killed  or  mortally 
wounded,  and  between  twenty  and  thirty  taken  prisoners, 
among  whom  is  his  Excellency  General  Donald  McDonald. 
This,  we  think,  will  effectually  put  a  stop  to  Toryism  in  North 
Carolina.1 

March  1. — When  the  last  transport  that  arrived  at  New 
York  was  off  Sandy  Hook,  the  little  piratical  schooner  belong- 
ing to  the  "  Protectors  of  our  Trade  "  in  the  harbor,  was  sent 
down  with  a  pilot  to  bring  her  up,  but  the  captain  of  the  trans- 
port, taking  her  to  be  a  New  England  privateer,  and  being 
unprepared  for  fighting,  having  but  eighteen  men,  six  muskets, 
and  two  6wivels  on  board,  stood  off  to  sea  again,  and  the 
schooner  followed  her.  The  captain  of  the  transport  seeing  it 
impossible  to  escape,  hove  to,  in  order  to  let  her  come  up. 
The  schooner,  seeing  this,  took  her  also  to  be  a  privateer,  and 
imagined  this  only  to  be  a  manoeuvre  to  decoy  her,  and  so,  in 
her  turn,  began  to  run  away,  and  after  mutually  chasing  each 
other  for  about  two  hours,  the  transport  came  up  with,  and 
hailed  her,  which  soon  rectified  the  mistake,  to  the  great  joy  of 

■  New  York  Packet,  March  28,  and  TennRylTania  Evening  Tost,  March  23. 
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both  the  heroic  commanders.  This  intelligence  was  received 
from  a  person  who  was  on  board  the  transport  at  the  time. 

A  correspondent  in  London  says  : — Lord  Tlowe  is  to  go 
first  commissioner,  in  the  new,  idle,  ridiculous  commission  that 
is  to  be  made  out,  to  treat  with  America.  His  lordship  is  not 
to  be,  nor  to  act  as  commander  of  any  force,  but  in  a  civil 
capacity  only. 

Discerning  men  alreadv  sav  this  commission  scheme  will 
not  succeed.  America  will  not  treat  with  those  men,  nor  with 
any  persons  (however  otherwise  respectable)  sent  by  those  who 
advi.^ed  the  late  barbarous  bloody  measures  against  her. 

First  remove  Lord  Mansfield,  and  the  tools  of  Lord  Bute, 
and  then,  and  not  till  then,  America  and  England  will  believe 
the  court  arc  truly  desirous  of  peace.' 

3f ARcn  9. — Last  Saturday  night,  the  artillery  at  the  fortress- 
es  of  Cobble  Hill  and  Lechmcrc's  Point,  below  Cambridge,  and 
at  Lamb's  dam  in  Roxburv,  bombarded  and  ~  .  , 
cannonaded  the  town.  The  following  night,  the  ne,*,,u  uken- 
same  was  continued  with  great  briskness ;  and  the  whole  of 
Monday  night,  the  artillery  from  all  the  above  fortresses  plaved 
incessantly.  The  shot  and  shells  were  heard  to  make  a  great 
crashing  in  the  town,  but  we  have  not  learnt  any  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  execution  done  thereby.  The  regulars  returned 
the  fire  from  their  batteries  at  West  Boston,  and  from  their 
lines  on  the  Neck,  very  vigorously.  They  threw  many  shells 
into  the  battery  at  Lechmere's  Point,  one  into  the  fort  on 
Prospect  Hill,  and  one  or  two  as  far  as  fort  "  number  two/' 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  College.* 

The  grand  object  of  the  Americans  was,  to  draw  off  the 
attention  of  the  British  from  Dorchester  Heights,  until  they 
could  take  possession  of  that  position  on  Monday  night.  This 
was  accomplished  by  three  thousand  men,  under  General 
Thomas.'   The  men  worked  with  such  alertness,  that  by  morn- 


'  Constitutional  Gazette,  March  2  and  6. 
1  John  Thomas. 
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ing  they  were  in  a  condition  to  sustain  any  attack  of  the 
enemy.  On  Tuesday,  the  whole  army  were  assembled  at 
their  proper  posts,  to  act  as  circumstances  required.  It  was 
expected  and  hoped  that  General  Howe  would  send  out  such  a 
force  as  he  thought  competent,  to  dislodge  the  Americans  from 
Dorchester  Hill ;  that  being  the  case,  they  were  prepared  to 
push  into  Boston,  from  Cambridge,  with  four  thousand  men. 
We  are  since  informed  that  Lord  Percy  was  detached,  with 
three  thousand  men  in  transports,  to  the  castle,  in  order  to  hind 
on  "Wednesday  from  that  quarter.  On  Tuesday  night  there 
was  such  a  high  gale  of  wind,  which  continued  part  of  next 
day,  that,  glad  of  a  plea  for  not  attacking,  they  returned  to 
Boston,  and  have  been  busy  ever  since,  in  carrying  off  their 
best  effects  from  Boston  on  board  their  ships ;  and  by  their 
movements,  which  we  can  plainly  discover,  they  are  now  busy 
in  dismantling  their  fortifications  and  in  getting  ready  to  go 
off.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  captain  of  one  of  their  transport 
vessels,  who  escaped  from  them  the  night  before  last,  with  all 
his  crew.  He  says,  on  Tuesday  morning,  our  works  being  dis- 
covered from  the  shipping,  the  Admiral  immediately  sent  word 
of  it  to  General  Howe,  informing  him  at  the  same  time,  that 
unless  he  could  dispossess  the  Americans  of  that  post,  there 
was  no  safety  for  the  fleet,  and  he  should  immediately  fall 
down  to  Narraganset  Road.  "We  longed  for  nothing  so  much 
as  their  coming,  but  they  are  too  prudent.  It  is  reduced  to 
the  greatest  moral  certainty,  that  they  are  now  preparing  with 
all  despatch,  to  abandon  the  town.  This  does  not  slacken,  but 
rather  increases  the  ardor  of  our  troops  to  push  on  their  works 
on  Dorchester  Hill,  so  that  by  the  middle  of  the  week,  we  may 
expect  to  have  constructed  such  a  battery  there,  as  will  com- 
mand both  the  town  and  shipping,  and  if  they  don't  leave  it 
before,  will  oblige  them  to  hasten  their  departure,  and,  wo 
hope,  compel  them  to  abandon  many  valuable  articles  they 
wish  to  take  off  with  them.' 

March  U.— The  common  topic  of  conversation,  since  last 
1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  March  20. 
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Friday,  has  been  the  evacuation  of  the  town  of  Boston  by  King 
George's  plundering,  murdering  army,  under  General  Howe. 
On  that  day,  a  paper  was  brought  out  by  a  flag  of  truce,  to 
which  was  affixed  the  names  of  sundry  inhabitants,  among 
which  were  some  of  the  selectmen,  advising  that  they  were 
permitted  by  General  Howe,  in  behalf  of  the  town,  to  notify 
our  army,  that  if  the  firing  into  the  place  was  discontinued,  the 
British  troops  would  leave  the  same  in  three  or  four  days, 
without  destroying  it.  Though  the  enemy  might  really  be 
preparing  to  leave  the  town,  this  paper  was  thought  worthy  of 
little  attention,  as  being  nothing  more  than  a  mere  finesse,  to 
induce  a  relaxation  in  our  proceedings.  Sundry  persons,  since 
the  above  paper  came  out,  have  escaped  from  the  town,  and 
inform  that  the  enemy  are  very  busy  in  shipping  their  effects 
on  board  the  transports,  and  that  there  is  great  appearance  of 
their  going  off  very  speedily.  Yesterday  it  was  reported  that 
they  were  plundering  the  town,  breaking  and  destroying  every 
thing  they  cannot  carry  away.' 

The  ministry  have  boasted  much  of  their  regular,  their 
disciplined  troops,  which  they  fancied  capable  of  beating  all 
the  irregulars  in  the  world.  One  would  wonder  4nd 
how  men  of  any  attention  to  what  has  passed, 
could  deceive  themselves  into  6uch  an  opinion,  when  60  many 
facts  within  the  memory  of  men  not  very  old,  evince  the 
contrary. 

m 

The  following  Yankee  song  gives  us  a  pretty  little  collection 
of  those  facts,  and  is  printed  for  the  encouragement  of  our 
militia  ;  for  though  it  is  not  safe  for  men  too  much  to  despise 
their  enemies,  it  is  of  use  that  they  should  have  a  good  opinion 
of  themselves,  if  just,  when  compared  with  those  they  are  to 
fight  with. 

If  we  search  for  the  cause  of  this  superior  bravery  in  the 
people  of  a  country,  compared  with  what  are  called  regular 
troops,  it  may  be  found  in  these  particulars  :  that  the  men  who 
compose  a  European  regular  army,  are  generally  such  as  have 

'  Constitutional  Gazette,  ¥arch  28. 
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neither  property  nor  families  to  fight  for,  and  who  hare  no  prin- 
ciple, either  of  honor,  religion,  public  spirit,  regard  for  liberty, 
or  love  of  country,  to  animate  them.  They  are  therefore  only 
pressed  on  to  fight  by  their  officers,  and  had  rather  be  any- 
where else  than  in  a  battle.  Discipline  only  gives  the  officers 
the  power  of  actuating  them  ;  and  superior  discipline  may  make 
them  superior  to  other  troops  of  the  same  kind  not  so  well  dis- 
ciplined. Thus  discipline  seems  to  supply,  in  some  degree,  the 
defect  of  principle.  But  men  equally  armed,  and  animated  by 
principle,  though  without  discipline,  are  always  superior  to 
them  when  only  equal  in  numbers ;  and  when  principle  and 
discipline  are  united  on  the  6ame  side,  as  in  our  present  militia, 
treble  the  number  of  mere  unprincipled  mercenaries,  such  as 
the  regular  armies  commonly  consist  of,  are  no  match  for  such, 
a  militia. 

Let  us,  however,  not  be  presumptuously  careless  in  our  mili- 
tary operations,  but  mix  caution  with  courage,  and  take  every 
prudent  measnre  to  guard  against  the  attempts  of  our  enemies ; 
it  being  as  advantageous  to  defeat  their  designs  as  their  forces. 

THE  KING'S  OWN  REGULARS.' 

Since  you  all  will  hare  singing,  and  won't  be  said  nay, 
I  cannot  refuse,  when  jou  so  beg  and  pray; 
So  I'll  sing  you  a  song, — aa  a  body  may  say, 
Tis  of  the  King's  Regulars,  who  ne'er  ran  away. 

01  the  old  sttldie  r*  of  the  King,  and  the  King1*  oten  Regular*. 

At  Prestonpans  we  met  with  some  rebels  one  day, 
We  marshalled  ourselves  all  in  comely  array ; 
Our  hcarU  were  all  stout,  and  bid  our  legs  stay, 
But  our  feet  were  wrongheaded  and  took  us  away. 

At  Falkirk  we  resolved  to  bo  braver, 

And  recover  some  credit  by  better  behavior: 

We  wouldn't  acknowledge  feet  had  done  us  a  favor, 

So  feet  swore  they  would  stand,  but — legs  ran  however. 

1  "And  their  triumph  over  the  Irregulars;  a  new  song,  to  the  tune  of  'A* 
old  courtier  of  the  Queen\  and  the  Queen's  old  courtier;'  which  u  a  kind  of  re- 
citation, like  the  chanting  of  the  prose  psalms  In  cathedrals." 
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No  troops  perform  better  than  we  at  review*. 

We  march  and  we  wheel,  and  whatever  you  choose, 

George  would  see  how  we  fight,  and  we  never  refuse. 

There  we  all  fight  with  courage— you  mar  see 't  in  the  news. 

To  Monongahela,  with  fifes  and  with  drums. 

We  marched  in  fine  order,  with  cannon  and  bombs ; 

That  great  expedition  cost  infinite  sums. 

Bat  a  few  irregular*  cut  us  all  into  crumbs. 

It  was  not  fair  to  shoot  at  us  from  behind  trees, 

If  thej  had  stood  open,  as  they  ought,  before  our  great  guns,  we 

They  may  fight  with  one  another  that  way  if  they  please. 

But  it  is  not  regular  to  stand,  and  fight  with  such  rascals  as  these. 

At  Fort  George  and  Oswego,  to  our  great  reputation. 
We  show'd  our  vast  skill  in  fortification ; 

The  French  fired  three  guns ;— of  the  fourth  they  had  no  occasion  ; 
For  we  gave  up  those  forts,  not  through  fear,  but  mere  persuasion. 

To  Ticonderoga  we  went  in  a  passion, 

Swearing  to  be  revenged  on  the  whole  French  nation ; 

But  we  soon  turned  tail,  without  hesitation, 

Because  they  fought  behind  trees,  which  is  not  the  regular  fashion. 

Lord  Loudon,  he  was  a  regular  general,  they  say ; 
With  a  great  regular  army  he  went  on  his  way, 
Against  Louisburg,  to  make  it  his  prey, 

But  returned— without  seeing  it,— for  be  didn't  feel  bold  that  day. 

Grown  proud  at  reviews,  great  George  had  no  rest. 
Each  grandsire,  he  bad  heard,  a  rebellion  suppressed, 
Be  wish'd  a  rebellion,  looked  round  and  saw  none, 
Bo  resolved  a  rebellion  to  make— of  his  own. 

The  Yankees  he  bravely  pitched  on,  because  he  thought  they 

wouldn't  fight, 
And  so  he  sent  us  over  to  take  away  their  right ; 
But  lest  they  should  spoil  our  review  clothes,  he  cried  braver  and 

louder, 

For  God's  sake,  brother  kings,  don't  sell  the  cowards  any  powder. 

Our  general  with  his  council  of  war  did  advise 

How  at  Lexington  we  might  the  Yankees  surprise; 

We  march'd— and  re-march'd — all  surprised — at  being  beat ; 

And  so  our  wise  general's  plan  of  turpri*e—m*a  complete. 
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For  fifteen  miles,  they  follow'd  and  pelted  us,  we  scarce  bad  time  to 
pull  a  trigger; 

But  did  you  ever  know  a  retreat  performed  with  more  vigor? 
For  we  did  it  in  two  hours,  which  aaved  us  from  perdition  ; 
"Twos  not  in  going  out,  but  in  returning,  consisted  our  expedition. 

Says  our  general,  "  We  were  forced  to  take  to  our  arm*  in  our  own 

defence, 

(For  arms  read  leg*,  and  it  will  be  both  truth  and  sense,) 
Lord  Percy,  (says  he,)  I  must  say  something  of  him  in  civility, 
And  that  is — 1 1  can  never  enough  praise  him  for  his  great — agility."* 

Of  tlioir  firing  from  behind  fences,  he  makes  a  great  pother; 
Every  fence  has  two  sides,  they  made  use  of  one,  and  we  only  forgot 
to  use  the  other; 

That  we  turned  our  backs  and  ran  away  60  fast;  don't  let  that  dis- 
grace us, 

Twas  only  to  make  good  what  Sandwich  said,  that  the  Yankees- 
could  not  luce  us. 


As  they  could  not  get  before  us,  how  could  they  look  us  in  the  face  f 
We  took  care  they  shouldn't,  by  scampering  away  apace. 
That  they  had  not  much  to  brag  of,  is  a  very  plain  case; 
For  if  they  beat  us  in  the  fight,  we  beat  them  in  the  race.1 


March  16. — This  day,  Governor  Try  on,  now  on  board  the 
ship  Duchess  of  Gordon,  lying  in  the  North  River,  sent  the 
following  message  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  col- 
ony of  New  York  : — "  Notwithstanding  prejudice, 
(k-lusion,  and  faction,  have  hitherto,  among  too  many,  usurped 
the  seat  of  reason  and  reflection,  and  every  exhortation  I  have 
offered  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  (in  whose  affection  I 
have  been  taught  to  be  happy)  has  been  reviled  and  treated 
with  neglect,  yet  as  my  wishes  for  their  prosperity,  and  feelings 
l'«»r  their  calamities,  cannot  easily  be  suppressed  even  towards 
tlits  disobedient,  I  cannot  but  repeat  my  endeavors  to  recall 
those  who  have  revolted  from  their  allegiance  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty,  and  to  comfort  those  who  have  been  the  objects  of 
oppression,  for  their  zealous  attachment  to  our  happy  constitu- 
tion, and  their  steady  obedience  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Brit- 
ish  empire. 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  March  80. 
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"  It  is  in  the  clemency  and  authority  of  Great  Britain  only, 
under  God,  that  we  can  look  for  happiness,  peace,  and  protec- 
tion, and  I  have  it  in  command,  from  the  king,  to  encourage 
by  every  meaus  in  my  power,  the  expectations  in  his  Majesty's 
well-disposed  subjects  in  this  government,  of  every  assistance 
and  protection  the  state  of  Great  Britain  will  enable  his  Majes- 
ty to  afford  them,  and  to  cherish  every  appearance  of  a  dispo- 
sition, on  their  part,  to  withstand  the  tyranny  and  misrule  which 
accompany  the  acts  of  those  who  have  but  too  well  hitherto 
succeeded  in  the  total  subversion  of  legal  government.  Under 
such  assurances,  therefore,  I  exhort  all  the  friends  to  good  order 
and  our  justly  admired  constitution,  still  to  preserve  that  eon- 
stancv  of  mind,  which  is  inherent  in  the  breasts  of  virtuous 
and  loyal  citizens,  and  I  trust  a  very  few  months  will  relieve 
them  from  their  present  oppressed,  injured,  and  insulted  con- 
dition. 

"  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  "Wales  have  united  to  place 
their  whole  strength,  power,  and  confidence  in  his  Majesty's 
hands.  The  numerous  addresses  from  all  parts  of  the  king's 
dominions  in  Europe,  speak  the  loyalty  and  zeal  with  which 
his  subjects  there  engage  to  support  his  Majesty,  in  asserting 
and  maintaining  the  just  sovereignty  of  the  British  empire  over 
all  its  members. 

"The  British  state  moves  not  by  sudden  and  violent  sallies, 
nor  wantonly  oppresses.  She  has  lenity  for  her  basis,  and  is  dis- 
tinguished for  moderation  and  forbearance;  but  when  her 
jast  indignation  is  roused,  the  experience  of  other  nations  can 
testify  her  weight  and  force.  It  cannot  be  sufficiently  lamented, 
that  the  conduct  of  this  country  has  called  for  so  severe  a  rod. 
Hay  a  timely  and  dutiful  submission  avert  its  stroke. 

"  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  a  door  is  still 
open  to  such  honest,  but  deluded,  people  as  will  avail  them- 
selves of  the  justice  and  benevolence  which  the  supreme  legis- 
lature has  held  out  to  them,  of  being  restored  to  the  king's 
pace  and  peace,  and  that  proper  steps  have  been  taken  for 
passing  a  commission  for  that  purpose,  under  the  great  seal  of 
Great  Britain,  in  conformity  to  a  provision  in  a  late  act  of  Par- 
liament, the  Commissioners,  thereby  to  be  appointed,  having 
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also  power  to  inquire  into  the  state  and  condition  of  the  colo- 
nies for  effecting  a  restoration  of  the  public  tranquillity. "  1 

A  few  days  ago,  a  sloop,  bound  from  Ilispaniola  to  Phila- 
delphia, the  property  of  Mr.  Beveridge,  a  merchant  in  that 
r«mrttrt  ^Jt  aIM^  commanded  by  Captain  Forrester,  was 
Adv«iuur«.  taken  by  a  tender  belonging  to  the  Roebuck 
man-of-war;  and  one  Roger,  a  midshipman,  with  five  sea- 
men, was  put  on  board  to  conduct  her  to  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
at  the  same  time  taking  out  all  the  hands,  except  the  mate 
and  a  boy. 

On  her  voyage  there,  one  of  the  casks  of  wine  in  the  hold, 
by  some  accident  becoming  leaky,  the  midshipman  and  his 
party  went  down  to  stop  the  leak,  when  the  mate  and  boy,  with 
great  heroism,  shut  down  the  hatches  and  secured  the  prisoners, 
and  then  pushed  for  the  Eastern  shore  with  the  vessel  and  car- 
go, the  latter  worth  at  least  four  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

Captain  Hammond,  on  hearing  of  this  affair,  ordered  Cap- 
tain Forrester,  who  was  on  board  the  Roebuck,  up  to  the  prison 
ship  at  Norfolk,  in  a  pilot  boat,  under  the  escort  of  a  midship- 
man and  six  hands ;  but  the  vessel  running  aground  on  an 
oyster  bank  two  miles  below  Dunmore's  ship,  the  midshipman 
ordered  one  of  the  seamen  into  a  canoe  to  do  something  for 
the  relief  of  the  vessel,  when  Captain  Forrester,  seizing  the  op- 
portunity and  leaping  into  the  canoe,  cut  the  painter  with  a 
jack  leg  knife,  on  which  he  swung  off  with  the  tide;  then  turn- 
ing to  the  seaman,  swore  he  would  cut  his  throat  if  he  offered 
to  obstruct  his  escape.  His  menace  quieted  the  fellow,  till 
Captain  Forrester  had  paddled  about  one  hundred  yards,  when 
finding  his  escape  practicable,  he  pulled  with  his  might,  and  both 
got  safely  ashore,  amidst  a  cloud  of  curses  and  imprecations 
from  the  midshipman  and  sailors.  The  captain  and  his  com- 
rade, whom  he  has  taken,  have  gone  to  Accomack  to  look  after 
the  vessel  and  to  dispose  of  the  cargo  to  the  best  advantage. 

Captain  Forrester  says  that  the  Kingfisher  has  gone  round 
to  Boston  to  bring  a  number  of  ships-of-war  up  the  Delaware 
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River,  to  prevent  the  Philadelphians  from  making  any  further 
preparations  for  the  defence  of  their  city ;  it  being  determined 
upon,  it  seems,  that  the  grand  attack  shall  be  made  uj>on  Phi- 
ladelphia as  soon  as  the  fleet  and  troops  arrive  from  England, 
but  we  hope  will  prove  equally  abortive  with  the  rest  of  the 
cursed  ministerial  schemes  to  enslave  America.' 

The  following  odd  affair  happened  at  Stratford,  in  Con- 
necticut, a  few  days  ago: — A  child  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  that 

place,  was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  ,  of  Norwalk,  and 

named  Thomas  Gage.  This  alarmed  the  neighborhood,  and  ono 
hundred  and  seventy  young  ladies  formed  themselves  into  a 
battalion,  and  with  solemn  ceremony  appointed  a  general  and 
the  other  officers  to  lead  them  on.  The  petticoat  army  then 
marched  in  the  greatest  good  order  to  pay  their  compliments 
to  Thomas  Gage,  and  present  his  mother  with  a  suit  of  tar  and 
feathers ;  but  Thomas's  6ire  having  intelligence  of  their  expe- 
dition, vi  et  arm  is,  kept  them  from  entering  his  house,  so  that 
the  female  soldiers  returned  to  head-quarters  without  effecting 
what  they  intended,  and  disbanded  themselves.' 

March  17. — Thtb  morning  the  British  army  in  Boston, 
under  General  ITowe,  consisting  of  upwards  of  seven  thousand 
men,  after  suffering  an  ignominious  blockade  for  ^ton 
many  months  past,  disgracefully  quitted  all  their 
strongholds  in  Boston  and  Charlestown,  fled  from  before  the 
army  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  took  refuge  on  board  their 
ships.  The  most  material  particulars  of  this  signal  event  are 
as  follows : — About  nine  o'clock,  a  body  of  the  regulars  were 
seen  to  inarch  from  Bunker's  Hill,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  very 
great  number  of  boats,  rilled  with  troops,  put  off  from  Boston, 
and  made  for  the  shipping,  which  lay  chiefly  below  the  castle. 
On  the  discovery  of  these  movements,  the  continental  army 
paraded  ;  several  regiments  embarked  in  boats  and  proceeded 
down  the  river  from  Cambridge.  About  the  same  time  two 
men  were  sent  to  Bunker's  Hill,  in  order  to  make  discoveries. 
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They  proceeded  accordingly,  and,  when  arrived,  making  a  sig- 
nal that  the  fort  was  evacuated,  a  detachment  was  immediately 
sent  down  from  the  army  to  take  |>ossession  of  it.  The  troops 
on  the  river,  which  were  commanded  by  General  Putnam,  land- 
ed at  Sewall's  Point,  where  they  received  intelligence  that  all 
the  British  troops  had  left  Boston,  on  which  a  detachment  was 
6ent  to  take  possession  of  the  town,  while  the  main  body  return- 
ed up  the  river.  About  the  same  time,  General  Ward,  attend- 
ed by  about  five  hundred  troops  from  Poxbury,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Ebenezer  Learned,  who  embarked  and 
opened  the  gates,  entered  the  town  on  that  quarter,  Eusign 
Richards  carrying  the  standard. 

The  command  of  the  whole  being  then  given  to  General 
Putnam,  he  proceeded  to  take  possession  of  all  the  important 
posts,  and  thereby  became  possessed,  in  the  name  of  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonics  of  North  America,  of  all  the  fortress- 
es in  that  large  and  once  populous  and  flourishing  metropolis, 
which  the  flower  of  the  British  army,  headed  by  an  experienced 
general,  and  supported  by  a  formidable  fleet  of  men-of-war, 
had,  but  an  hour  before,  evacuated  in  the  most  precipitate  and 
cowardly  manner.  God  grant  that  the  late  worthy  inhabitants, 
now  scattered  abroad,  may  speedily  re-occupy  their  respective 
dwellings,  and  never  more  be  disturbed  by  the  cruel  hand  of 
tyranny  ;  and  may  the  air  of  that  capital  be  never  again 
contaminated  by  the  foul  breath  of  Toryism. 

The  joy  of  our  friends  in  Boston,  on  seeing  the  victorious 
and  gallant  troops  of  their  country  enter  the  town  almost  at 
the  heels  of  their  barbarous  oppressors,  was  inexpressibly  great. 
The  mutual  congratulations  and  tender  embraces  which  soon 
afterwards  took  place,  between  those  of  the  nearest  connections 
in  life,  for  a  long  time  cruelly  rent  asunder  by  the  tyranny  of 
our  implacable  enemies,  surpasses  description.  From  such  a 
set  of  beings,  the  preservation  of  property  was  not  expected. 
And  it  was  found  that  a  great  part  of  the  evacuated  houses 
had  been  pillaged,  the  furniture  broken  and  destroyed,  and 
many  of  the  buildings  greatly  damaged.  It  is  worthy  of  notice, 
however,  that  the  buildings  belonging  to  the  honorable  John 
Hancock,  Esq.,  particularly  his  elegant  mansion  house,  arc  left 
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in  good  order.  All  the  linen  and  woollen  goods,  except  some 
that  may  be  secreted,  are  carried  off,'  and  all  the  salt  and 
molasses  is  destroyed.  The  regulars  have  also  destroyed  great 
quantities  of  effects  belonging  to  themselves,  which  they  could 
not  carry  away,  such  as  gun  carriages  and  other  carriages  of 
various  kinds,  house  furniture,  <fcc,  together  with  a  quantity 
of  flour  and  hay.  All  their  forts,  batteries,  redoubts,  and 
breastworks  remain  entire  and  complete.  They  have  left  many 
of  their  heaviest  cannon  mounted  on  carriages,  and  several  of 
them  charged,  all  of  which  are  either  spiked,  or  have  a  trunnion 
beaten  off.  They  have  also  left  several  of  their  largest  mortars  ; 
qnantitie3  of  cannon  shot,  shells,  numbers  of  small  arms,  and 
other  instruments  of  war,  have  been  found,  thrown  off  the 
wharves,  concealed  in  vaults  or  broken  in  pieces.  In  the  fort 
on  Bunker's  Hill,  several  hundred  good  blankets  were  found. 
It  is  said  about  fifteen  or  twenty  of  the  king's  horses  have  also 
been  taken  np  in  the  town ;  and  it  is  thought  that  about  the 
same  number  of  Tories  remain  behind. 

"We  are  told  that  the  Tories  were  thunder-struck  when  orders 
were  issued  for  evacuating  the  town,  after  being  many 
hundred  times  assured,  that  such  reinforcements  would  be 
sent,  as  to  enable  the  king's  troops  to  ravage  the  country  at 
pleasure.  Thus  are  many  of  those  deluded  creatures,  those  vile 
traitors  to  their  country,  obliged  at  last,  in  their  turn,  to  aban- 
don their  once  delightful  habitations,  and  go  they  know  not 
where.  Many  of  them,  it  is  said,  considered  themselves  as 
nndone,  and  seemed,  at  times,  inclined  to  throw  themselves  on 
the  mercy  of  their  offended  country,  rather  than  leave  it.  One 

1  On  the  loth  of  March,  a  week  previous  to  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  General 
Howe  issued  the  following  proclamation : — "  As  linen  anil  woollen  goods  are  articles 
mtch  wanted  bj  the  rebels,  and  would  aid  and  assist  them  in  their  rebellion,  the 
eotnmander- in-chief  expects  that  all  good  subjects  will  use  their  utmost  endeavors 
to  have  all  such  articles  conveyed  from  this  place.  Any  who  have  not  oppor- 
tunity to  convey  their  goods  under  their  own  care,  may  deliver  them  on  board  the 
Minerva,  at  Hubbard's  wharf,  to  Crcan  Brush,  Esq.,  marked  with  their  names, 
wbo  win  give  a  certificate  of  their  delivery,  and  will  oblige  himself  to  return  them 
to  the  owners,  all  unavoidable  accidents  excepted.  If  after  this  notice  any  person 
secretes  or  keeps  in  his  possession  such  articles',  he  will  be  treated  as  a  favorer  of 
the  rebels."— Pcnntyhania  Evening  Pott,  April  16. 
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or  more  of  them,  it  is  reported,  have  been  left  to  end  their 
lives  by  the  unnatural  act  of  suicide. 

The  British,  previous  to  their  going  off,  scattered  great 
numbers  of  crows'  feet  on  Boston  Neck,  and  in  the  streets,  in 
order  to  retard  our  troops  in  case  of  a  pursuit ;  and  with  such 
silence  and  precaution  did  they  embark,  that  a  great  part  of 
the  inhabitants  did  not  know  it  until  after  they  were  gone. 

To  the  wisdom,  firmness,  intrepidity  and  military  abilities 
of  our  amiable  and  beloved  general,  his  Excellency  George 
Washington,  Esq.,  to  the  assiduity,  skill,  and  bravery  of  the 
other  worthy  generals  and  officers  of  the  army,  and  to  the  hardi- 
ness and  gallantry  of  the  soldiery,  is  to  be  ascribed,  under 
God,  the  glory  and  success  of  our  arms,  in  driving  from  one 
of  the  strongest  holds  in  America,  so  considerable  a  part  of  the 
British  army  as  that  which  last  week  occupied  Boston.1 

This  afternoon,  a  few  hours  after  the  British  retreated,  the 

* 

1  New  York  Packet,  March  28 : — A  British  officer  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Boston : — "  About  three  weeks  ago  the 
rebels  opened  a  heavy  cannonade  and  bombardment  on  the  town  of  Boston,  from 
the  neighboring  heights,  which  they  continued  for  several  successive  nights.  On 
the  6th  instant,  General  Howe  held  a  council  of  war,  wherein  it  was  determined 
that  next  morning  the  enemy  should  be  attacked  on  Dorchester  Neck,  and  a 
large  detachment  from  our  army  was  embarked  on  board  of  transports  and  flat- 
bottomed  boats  for  that  purpose;  but  when  they  were  about  to  land,  the  wind 
blew  so  hard  as  rendered  the  disembarkation  impossible.  When  the  day  dawned, 
it  was  perceived  that  the  enemy  were  so  numerous  and  so  strongly  fortified  and 
intrenched,  even  beyond  belief,  that  it  was  judged  prudent  to  desist  from  the 
attempt.  Had  we  proceeded,  the  affair  must  have  been  very  bloody;  no 
less  than  twelve  thousand  of  the  rebels  were  ready  prepared  to  defend  their  re- 
doubts ;  however,  our  disposition  was  snch  as  would,  in  all  human  probability, 
have  insured  victory.  The  grenadiers  were  to  have  attacked  in  columns,  with 
fixed  bayonets,  and  had  strict  orders  not  to  fire  a  shot.  The  light  infantry  were 
to  have  covered  the  flanks  of  the  grenadiers'  columns,  who  were  to  have  been 
supported  by  several  regiments. 

"  On  this  day  se'nnight,  the  general  was  pleased  to  order  a  retreat,  which  was 
effected  with  the  utmost  regularity.  Nor  did  the  rebels  enter  the  town  for  above 
an  hour  after  it  was  evacuated.  We  have  brought  off  all  our  cannon,  all  our  ar- 
tillery stores,  all  our  provisions,  and  every  thing  else  which  could  be  of  any  use 
to  the  rebels.  Our  army,  together  with  the  women  and  children,  and  almost  aO 
the  friends  of  government  who  were  in  town,  are  now  on  board  transports.  Our 
destination  is  not  yet  made  known."— MidJUux  Journal,  May  12. 
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Itcrercnd  Mr.  Leonard '  preached  at  Cambridge  an  excellent 
sermon,  in  the  audience  of  his  Excellency  the  General,  and 
others  of  distinction,  well  adapted  to  the  interesting  event  of 
the  day,  from  Exodns  xiv.  25:  "And  took  off  their  chariot 
wheels  that  they  drave  them  heavily ;  so  that  the  Egyptians 
said,  Let  ns  flee  from  the  face  of  Israel,  for  the  Lord  iighteth 
for  them  against  the  Egyptians.' 


Mar™  22. — Yesterday,  about  noon,  an  effigy  was  exhibited 
through  the  principal  parts  of  Xew  York  city,  attended  by  a 
great  concourse  of  the  inhabitants,  and  others,  with  the  fol- 
lowing labels : 

u  William  Tryon,  late  Governor  of  this  province,  but  now  a 
professed  rebel  and  traitor  to  its  dearest  rights  and  privileges, 
as  well  as  to  his  native  country,  who,  in  order  to  EffiirT  ,t 
extinguish  every  spark  of  American  liberty,  and 
recommend  himself  to  the  favor  of  a  brutal  tyrant,  and  an 
insidious  court,  did  illegally,  unjustly,  and  cruelly,  shed  the 
blood  of  an  innocent  and  worthy  citizen,  when  he  had  the 
command  in  Xorth  Carolina.1  For  which,  and  his  numberless 
traitorous  practices  against  the  liberties  of  this  country,  he  is 
to  suffer  the  just  demerits  of  his  atrocious  villany,  as  a  warning 
to  all  others, 

•  Calm  thinking  villains,  whom  no  faith  can  fix, 
Of  crooked  counsels,  and  dark  politic*.' 

"  Secondly.— Behold  the  bloody  tool  of  a  sanguinary  despot, 
who  is  using  his  utmost  efforts  to  enslave  you  !— <  With  how 
secure  a  brow,  and  specious  form  he  gilds  the  secret  traitor ! ' 

" Third! v.— Tories  take  care  ! !  I" 

After  it  had  been  sufficiently  exposed,  it  was  hung  on  a 
pillows,  which  had  been  prepared  in  the  middle  of  the  parade, 
where,  after  having  received  the  contempt  of  an  oppressed, 
insulted,  and  incensed  people,  it  was  cut  down  and  destroyed, 
the  whole  being  conducted  without  any  manner  of  injury  to 

1  Chaplain  to  Gen.  Putnam's  command.      •  Penn.  Evening  Post,  March  30. 
1  Thomas  Whiteburet,  killed  in  a  stamp  riot  in  1766. 
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any  person  whatever,  unless  it  was  the  person  who  kept  the 
sign  of  Try on's  Arms,  which  were  taken  down  by  some  of  the 
procession*  In  one  hand  of  the  effigy  was  placed  Try  on's  late 
address  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province.1 

Lord  Dunmore  has  made  an  excellent  use  of  Mr.  ITult's 
press,  which  he  moved  by  violence  out  of  Norfolk  on  board  his 
inform,™  in    6hil}  i  publishing  a  weekly  paper  in  two  hall' 

virginim.  Bheets  which  he  calls  the  "  Virginia  Gazette"  and 
sends  to  such  tools  as  he  would  choose  to  work  with  him  ;  and 
this  is  done  at  the  expense  of  the  crown  ! 

His  behavior  shows  how  necessary  it  is  to  put  a  stop  to 
all  communication  with  him  ;  and  from  the  quick  intelligence 
his  lordship  has  of  every  intelligence  in  this  city,  it  becomes 
highly  so  to  endeavor  to  discover  who  are  the  spies  amongst  us. 
It  may  not  be  amiss  to  warn  such  persons  of  their  danger,  and 
to  remind  them  how  severe  a  punishment  may  be  inflicted  on 
them  by  the  law  of  nature  and  nations.  They  will  not  be  held 
up  to  contempt,  which  was  the  punishment  that  was  adapted 
to  offences  before  the  war  broke  out ;  but  death,  inflicted  by  the 
sentence  of  a  court-martial,  or  by  the  just  indignation  of  our 
enraged  people,  is  the  punisliment  due  to  their  crimes." 

His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  present  Mr.  Peter  John- 
son, 6on  of  the  late  Sir  W.  Johnson,  Bart.,  to  a  pair  of  colors 
in  the  twenty-sixth  regiment.    This  voung  gentle- 

Eth»n  Allen.  ...      J.  .     ,  _  .  &  ,        "   .  , 

man  distinguished  himself  greatly  during  the  late 
campaign  in  Canada,  particularly  in  an  action  with  a  party 
of  rebels,  commanded  by  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Montreal.  The  latter  had  formed  a  design  to  surprise 
and  take  possession  of  that  city  ;  on  which  a  party  of  the  Roy- 
alists and  some  Indians  went  out  and  attacked  them.  In  the 
engagement,  Major  John  Carden,  a  bravo  veteran,  late  of  the 
sixtieth  regiment,  was  mortally  wounded  by  Allen.  Presently 
after,  an  encounter  happened  between  him  and  the  above-men- 
tioned Mr.  Johnson.    Allen  fired  at  him  without  effect;  on 

*  Constitutional  Gazette,  March  23.       1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  April  2. 
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which,  the  latter  marched  up  with  his  fuzee  presented,  and 
demanded  of  Allen  to  surrender,  who  instantly  complied,  by 
laying  down  his  arms,  exclaiming,  "that  his  piece  had  never 
before  failed  him."  The  Indians  presently  finding  Mr.  John- 
son had  taken  this  famous  leader,  proposed  sacrificing  him  to 
the  manes  of  Major  Garden,  but  Mr.  Johnson  humanely  inter- 
posed, and  with  much  difficulty  saved  Allen's  life;  since  he 
had  already  generously  given  him  quarter.1 

March  25. — Yesterday  being  the  Lord's  day,  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Bridge,'  of  Chelmsford,  in  Massachusetts,  preached  a  most 
animating  discourse  from  these  words,  2  Kings  vii.  7  :  "  "Where- 
fore they  arose  and  fled  in  the  twilight,  and  left  their  tents  and 
their  horses,  and  their  asses,  even  the  camp  as  it  was,  and  fled 
for  their  lives." 

This  passage  of  Scripture  is  a  good  description  of  the  late 
flight  of  our  ministerial  enemies  from  Boston,  for  they  left 
their  tents  and  their  horses,  and  a  number  of  Tones  for  asses  ! 9 

The  Tory  General  McDonald/  lately  taken  prisoner  at  the 
defeat  of  the  Tories  in  North  Carolina,  was  in  rebellion  in  the 
vear  1745,  against  his  lawful  sovereign,  and  head- 

,  i  Donald  McDonald. 

ed  many  of  the  same  clan  and  name,  who  are 
now  his  followers.  These  emigrants,  from  the  charity  and  be- 
nevolence of  the  assembly  of  North  Carolina,  received  large 
pecuniary  contributions ;  and,  to  encourage  them  in  making 
their  settlements,  were  exempted  from  the  payment  of  taxes 
for  several  years.  It  is  a  fact  that  numbers  of  that  ungrateful 
people,  who  have  been  lately  in  arms,  when  they  arrived  in 
Carolina,  were  without  the  necessaries  of  life — their  passages 
even  paid  by  the  charitable  contributions  of  the  inhabitants. 

'  Middlesex  Journal,  April  2,  1778.^ 

'  Rev.  Ebenezcr  Bridge  was  a  native  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1736,  and  soon  after  entered  tho  ministry.  He  was  or- 
dained at  Chelmsford  in  1741,  and  continued  in  the  discharge  of  his  sacred  duties 
over  fifty  years.    He  died  October  1,  1792. 

•  New  York  Packet,  April  6. 

4  See  battle  of  Moore's  Creek,  February  27,  ante. 
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they  have  since,  under  ever}'  encouragement  that  the  province 
of  North  Carolina  could  afford  them,  acquired  fortunes  very 
rapidly,  and  thus  they  requite  their  benefactors.1 

Notwithstanding  the  various  reports  of  the  fate  of  Colonel 
Allen,  who  was  taken  and  sent  to  England  in  irons  by  General 
Prescott,  we  are  assured  that  he  has  been  seen  in  England, 
confined  in  a  loathsome  jail,  and  suffering  under  a  heavy  load 
of  irons.  How  different  the  situation  of  Allen  and  Prescott:' 
the  lirst,  taken  lighting  for  life,  liberty,  and  property,  is  treated 
as  a  villain  ;  while  the  other,  taken  fighting  to  supj>ort  the 
cruel  edicts  of  a  tyrannical  ministry,  whose  aim  is  to  rob  and 
enslave,  is  lodged  at  a  first-rate  tavern  in  Philadelphia,  and 
fed  with  the  best  the  markets  afford.  Oh  !  George  !  who  are 
the  savages  ?  After  this  can  any  man  blame  the  Americans, 
should  they  retaliate  ? 

A  correspondent,  upon  hearing  that  the  real  errand  of  the 
commissioners  coming  from  England  was  to  grant  pardons 
from  the  king,  asked,  M  whether  it  would  be  featherable  for  a 
man  to  be  detected  with  one  of  them  in  his  pocket. 

MARcn  28. — This  day,  the  Thursday  lecture,  which  was  es- 
tablished and  has  been  observed  from  the  first  settlement  of 
The  Thursday  Boston,  without  interruption  until  within  these 
Lt-otmv.  few  months  past,*  was  opened  by  the  Tlev.  Dr. 
El  i<  >t.  His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington,  and  the  other  general 
officers  and  their  suites,  having  been  previously  invited,  met  in 
the  council  chamber,  from  whence,  preceded  by  the  sheriff  with 
his  wand,  attended  by  the  members  of  the  council,  who  have 
had  the  small-pox,  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Represent- 


1  Constitutional  Gazette,  March  30. 

•  Prescott  wan  taken  prisoner  by  Colonel  Easton,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel, 
in  Canada,  a  short  time  after  Allen  was  sent  to  England. 

1  New  England  Gazette,  April  4. 

*  We  hear  that  the  Thursday  lecture,  which  has  been  held  in  Boston  for  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  and  thirty  years,  without  any  interruption,  was  closed 
about  a  fortnight  since,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eliot,  who  delivered  a  di«course  well 
adapted  to  the  occasion. — Pennsylvania  Evening  Pott,  January  16,  1776. 
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atives,  the  selectmen,  the  clergy,  and  many  other  gentlemen, 
they  repaired  to  the  old  brick  meeting-house,  where  an  excel- 
lent and  well-adapted  discourse  was  delivered  from  those 
words  in  the  33d  chap,  of  Isaiah  and  20th  verse. 

After  divine  service  was  ended,  his  Excellency,  attended 
and  accompanied  as  before,  returned  to  the  council  chamber, 
from  whence  they  proceeded  to  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  tavern, 
where  an  elegant  dinner  was  provided  at  the  public  expense  ; 
after  which  many  proper  and  pertinent  toasts  were  drank. 
Joy  and  gratitude  6at  in  every  countenance,  and  smiled  in 
every  eye.1 

March  29. — There  is  a  report  that  General  Clinton  is  ar- 
rived at  Cape  Fear,  North  Carolina,  with  the  troops  he  brought 
with  him  from  Boston,  and  that  he  lias  been  since  joined  by 
twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  from  England,  or  the  West  Indies. 
We  likewise  hear  that  the  Provincial  troops  are  in  motion, 
and  marching  from  all  quarters  to  attack  him,  so  that  we  may 
soon  expect  to  hear  of  another  battle  in  that  province,  which 
we  hope  will  prove  equally  glorious  to  the  American  arms  as 
that  which  was,  but  a  few  weeks  ago,  so  successfully  fought 
by  the  brave  Colonel  Caswell,  at  Moore's  Creek.' 

Thts  afternoon,  Captain  Jolly  Allen,  late  a  shop-keeper  in 
Boston,  with  some  other  Tories,  besides  women  and  children, 
in  a  sloop,  ran  ashore  on  the  back  of  Cape  Cod,  thinking  they 
had  got  into  the  harbor  of  Halifax.  This  is  a  valuable  prize, 
being  laden  with  piece  goods  and  some  cash.* 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Port,  April  9. 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  April  10.  *  Constitutional  Gazette,  April  17. 
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April  3. — Yesterday  afternoon,  five  battalions  of  the 
Continental  troops  now  stationed  at  New  York,  were  reviewed 
_  by  Ins  Excellency  General  Heath,  on  the  green. 

New  York.        *        .      ...  *    .        _  ,  ,°. 

near  the  liberty  pole,  lhey  made  a  martial  ap- 
pearance, being  well  armed,  and  went  through  their  exercise 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  great  concourse  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city. 

In  the  evening  a  number  of  Americans  visited  and  set  fire 
to  all  the  buildings  on  Bedlow's  Island,  where  the  British 
men-of-war  were  intrenching  and  fortifying  it  as  an  asylum 
for  the  Tory  refugees  ;  burnt  and  brought  off  all  their  in- 
trenching tools,  with  a  large  number  of  white  shirts  and  great 
coats ;  likewise  an  abundance  of  poultry  of  all  sorts.  The 
Asia  fired  on  them,  but  not  a  man  was  killed  or  wounded. 
About  the  same  time,  a  barge  full  of  men,  supposed  to  he 
from  the  men-of-war,  landed  and  endeavored  to  se^fire  to  the 
air  furnace ;  but  they  were  timely  discovered  before  much 
damage  was  done.    It  is  best  to  keep  a  good  look-out  for  the 


rogues.' 


TnEY  are  very  weak,  who  flatter  themselves  that  in  the 
state  to  which  things  have  come,  the  colonies  will  be  easily 
conquered  bv  force  alone.    The  persons  who  now 

An  Engllih  View.  ,  i     .  /.      ,         ,  n     i  n 

govern  the  resolutions  of  what  they  call  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  feel  in  themselves,  at  this  moment,  a  degree 
of  importance,  which,  perhaps,  the  greatest  subjects  in  Europe 


1  New  York  Packet,  April  4. 
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feel.  From  shop-keepers,  tradesmen,  and  attorneys,  they 
are  become  statesmen  and  legislators,  and  are  employed  in 
contriving  a  new  system  of  government  for  an  extensive  em- 
pire, which  they  flatter  themselves  will  become,  anil  which, 
indeed,  seems  very  likely  to  become,  one  of  the  greatest  and 
most  formidable  that  ever  was  in  the  world.  Five  hundred 
different  people,  perhaps,  who  in  different  ways  act  immedi- 
ately under  the  Continental  Congress ;  and  live  hundred  thou- 
sand, perhaps,  who  act  under  those  five  hundred,  all  feel,  in 
the  same  manner,  a  proportionable  rise  in  their  own  import- 
ance. Almost  every  individual  of  the  governing  party  in 
America,  fills  at  present,  in  his  own  fancy,  a  station  superior 
not  only  to  what  he  had  ever  filled  before,  but  to  what  he  had 
ever  expected  to  fill ;  and  unless  some  new  object  of  ambition 
is  presented,  either  to  him  or  to  his  leaders,  if  he  has  the 
ordinary  spirit  of  a  man,  he  will  die  in  defence  of  that 
station.1 

April  8. — This  day  the  remains  of  the  brave  General  War- 
ren were  re-interred  at  Boston.  Colonel  Phinney's  regiment 
marched  first,  with  drums  and  fifes,  in  mourning, 
then  the  freemasons,  the  remains,  the  relations, 
friends,  and  town's  people.  They  repaired  to  the  King's  chapel ; 
Dr.  Cooper  prayed ;  Mr.  Morton'  delivered  a  funeral  oration ; 
closed  with  a  solemn  funeral  dirge.  The  general's  remains 
were  found  on  the  fourth  instant,  about  three  feet  under 
ground  on  Bunker's  Hill.  They  were  known  by  two  artificial 
teeth  fastened  in  with  gold  wire,  and  by  being  found  under 
the  remains  of  a  person  buried  in  trowsers,  agreeable  to  the 
account  given  by  one  who  was  well  acquainted  with  that  cir- 
cumstance.' 

General  Putnam  arrived  at  New  York,  from  the  camp  at 
Cambridge,  last  Wednesday  evening.    On  Friday  he  issued 

1  Middlesex  Journal,  April  6,  1776. 

»  Perez  Morton.  His  oration  is  publUhed  in  NUee'  Principles  and  Acts  of  the 
Revolution. 

'  Conitit  uional  Gazette,  April  24. 


Digitized  by 


L>30 


DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


[1776. 


an  order,  enjoining  the  soldiers  to  retire  to  their  barracks  and 
'juarters  at  tattoo-beat,  and  to  remain  there  until  the  reveille 
p™»„.™  is  beaten.  He  also  desired  the  inhabitants  to  ob- 
»tNew\ork.  8crve  the  game  rule,  and  to-dav,  he  savs  that  it 
has  become  absolntelv  necessarv  that  all  commnnication  be- 
tween  the  fleet  and  the  shore  should  immediately  be  stopped, 
and,  for  that  purpose,  has  given  positive  orders  that  the 
ships  shall  no  longer  be  furnished  with  provisions.  Any  in- 
habitants or  others  who  shall  be  taken,  that  have  been  on 
board,  near  any  of  the  ships,  or  going  on  board  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  order,  will  be  considered  as  enemies,  and  treated 
accordingly.  These  are  hard  times  for  quiet  people.  Putnam 
lias  appointed  Jerry  Alner  superintendent  of  arrivals  and 
departures,  under  the  new  rules ;  and,  as  he  will  have  fidl 
sway  among  the  Jersey  oystermen,  it  is  probable  he  will  have 
a  way  of  giving  the  oysters,  as  well  as  the  dealers,  a  fair  clear- 
ance.   Confiscate  if  you  canH  pay  /  that's  his  ride.' 

Captain  Yandeput,  of  the  Asia  man-of-war,  having  heard 
at  Boston  that  Lord  Percy  had  received  the  king's  leave 
to  come  home,  and  intended  to  accept  it,  waited 

F  ii'l  Percy 

on  his  lordship  and  told  him  what  he  had  heard ; 
adding,  that  he  wished  the  Asia  might  have  the  honor  to 
afford  him  a  passage ;  to  which  his  lordship  returned  the 
following  answer :  "  Tis  true  I  have  the  king's  leave  to 
return  when  I  please,  but  upon  my  honor,  whilst  there  is  a 
Lrrain  of  powder  to  be  burnt  in  America  for  old  England, 
lx>rd  Percy  will  not  leave  it."  Read  this,  ye  Macaronics  and 
Bcavoir  Yivres,  warriors  who  strut  in  parks,  and  frequent  mas- 
querades, operas,  <fec,  but  are  ready  to  resign  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  when  your  country's  welfare  is  at  stake.* 

April  16. — Day  before  yesterday,  as  the  Asia  man-of-war 
was  passing  through  the  Narrows,  she  was  hailed  by  the  rifle- 


1  MS.  letter  from  Samuel  ITawkc  to  Job  Window;  sec  also  New  York  Packet, 
April  11. 

*  Middlesex  Journal,  April  11. 
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men  on  Staten  Island  side,  and  desired  to  haul  too.  Some  of 
the  Asia's  people  on  deck  asked  "  for  what  I  "  "  P>ecallse,,, 
answered  the  riflemen,  "  our  orders  are  to  Buffer  no  boats  to 
pass  without  a  permit  from  General  Putnam."  The  Asia  still 
keeping  under  way,  the  riflemen  fired  upwards  of  forty  shots 
at  her,  which  the  Asia  returned  by  firing  two  pieces  from  her 
upper  tier.' 

France  declares,  she  will  not  assist  the  American  colonies 
until  they  dissolve  their  connection  with  Great  Britain.  Should 
that  event  take  place,  France  would  probably  involve  England 
in  a  war  with  Germany.  America  was  conquered  in  that 
country  in  the  last  war.  In  the  present  war  she  might,  in  the 
&aine  country,  be  restored  to  liberty.  The  whole  of  the  troops 
sent  by  England  to  America  (where  60  much  was  at  stake)  did 
not  amount  to  fifteen  thousand  men.  The  colonies  at  one  time 
had  twenty-five  thousand  in  pay,  who  bore  the  heat  and  bur- 
den of  the  war,  but  shared  in  no  part  of  its  glory  or  advan- 
tages. Americans,  beware  of  reconcUiation  !  Ye  can  protect 
yourselves.' 

■ 

April  18. — A  correspondent  in  London  says:  "To-mor- 
row.  the  nineteenth,  being  Saint  Yankie's  day,  (as  tutelar 
saint  of  North  America,)  and  also  anniversary  of  g^  Y«ikte«  D*y 
the  famous  battle  of  Lexington  !  the  same  will  be 
most  honorably  observed  by  all  the  true  and  loyal  friends  to 
government  from  that  country.  There  will  be  a  grand  pro- 
cession from  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  the  place  of  rendezvous 
in  the  Strand,  to  Saint  Dunstan's,  where  a  sermon  suitable  to 
the  occasion  will  be  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coriolanus,  from 
New  York.  The  procession,  first  being  joined  by  the  Rev- 
erend Hand  of  Martyrs,  (from  their  place  of  meeting  in  Saint 
Paul's  church-yard,)  will  move  a  little  before  eleven  o'clock,  in 
the  following  order : 


i  Journal,  and  Constitutional  Gazette,  April  20. 
1  Addressed  to  the  friends  of  the  American  armv,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Journal, 
April  17. 
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Governor  Hutchinson,  in  his  speckled  velvet,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  Saint  Yankie,  with  Machiavel's  works  richly  gilt 
and  lettered,  in  his  right  hand,  and  supported  hy  Governor 
I  Bernard  and  Governor  Gage,  hoth  of  them  in  armor ;  the 
cord  and  the  feather  on  crimson  cushions,  carried  by  their  two 
secretaries ;  the  Mandamus  counsellors  in  their  best  apparel, 
two  and  two;  the  admiralty  judges  in  their  parti-colored 
robes,  two  and  two ;  the  fugitive  clergy  in  their  canonicals, 
two  aud  two ;  the  American  commissioners  of  the  revenue, 
with  scarfs  and  cypress  leaves  in  their  caps,  two  and  two; 
their  commission  and  seal  of  office  on  a  black  cushion,  carried 
by  their  secretary  ;  the  fugitive  colonels  of  the  militia,  in 
yellow,  with  wooden  6words,  two  and  two ;  the  under  officers 
of  the  American  revenue  in  harlequin  dresses,  two  and  two; 
the  author  of  the  Calm  Address,  Taxation  no  Tvrannv, 
the  Plain  Question,1  and  other  writers  in  favor  of  American 
taxation,  two  and  two;  such  North  American  merchants  as, 
at  the  time  they  publicly  went  up  to  the  throne  with  a  peti- 
tion in  favor  of  the  Americans,  were  privately  soliciting  min- 
istry to  indemnify  any  loss  they  might  sustain  by  sending  over 
cargoes  of  goods,  in  order  to  defeat  the  non-importation  agree- 
ment, two  and  two  ;  Messieurs  Knox,  Mauduit,  and  other 
agents  for  the  friends  of  government  in  North  America,  two 
and  two  ;  Governor  Pownal,  with  the  best  map,  that  is  extant, 
of  that  country  in  one  hand,  and  a  typographical  description 
<>t'  it  (especially  of  his  own  province)  in  the  other;  the  many 
respectable  gentlemen  who,  from  time  to  time,  have  been 
tarred  and  feathered  for  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
constitution,  to  appear  in  that  dress,  two  and  two ;  all  those 
prudent  knowing  ones,  who,  by  refinement  or  duplieky,  have 
in  some  measure  persuaded  the  colonists  (say  rebels)  to  think 
them  their  friends,  but  are  now  lately  come  over  to  give  pri- 
vate information,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  something  bene- 
ficial from  the  general  confusion,  to  appear  in  their  parti-col- 
ored dominoes,  with  black  crapes  over  their  faces,  two  and 
two.    The  procession  will  be  preceded  by  the  Doctor  of 

Dr.  Johnson. 
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Music,  from  Rhode  Island,  with  his  newly  raised  band  of 
Highland  bagpipers;  and  the  whole  to  move  upon  the  quick 
step,  to  the  tune  of  Yankie  Doodle.  After  the  sermon  is  over, 
the  procession  will  return,  in  the  same  order,  to  the  place  from 
whence  it  came,  where  an  elegant  entertainment  will  he  ready 
at  four  o'clock,  and  the  ceremony,  it  is  expected,  will  conclude 
with  "Teat  festivity  in  the  evening. 

}s\  R — The  nobility  and  others,  who  honor  the  procession 
with  their  attendance,  are  requested  to  give  orders  to  their 
coachmen  not  to  stop  up  the  passage  in  the  narrow  part  of  the 
Strand.1 

Arum  19. — By  a  late  arrival  from  England  we  have  the 
following,  which  are  but  the  old  lies  renewed : — Government 
proposes  to  have  in  America,  in  the  spring, /om^n  ,.OM  T  loB 
frrwp,  consisting  of  Hessians,  Brunswickers,  1 1  an-  K*n«w«i-H 
overians,  and  Waldeckers,  seventeen  thousand  ;  British  troops, 
sixteen  thousand.  Press  warrants  are  sent  out  to  Admiral 
Greaves,  to  press  all  American  seamen.  Press  warrants  are 
expected  to  be  issued  out  soon,  as  the  captains  of  all  the  out- 
ward bound  ships  have  been  very  solicitous  to  procure  protec- 
tions. Orders  have  been  sent  to  Plymouth  for  all  the  guard- 
ships  there  to  take  on  board  their  full  complement  of  men,  as 
in  time  of  M  ar.  Orders  have  been  sent  to  all  the  outposts  to 
he  very  cautious  and  strict  in  examining  all  persons  and  ves- 
sels, tfcc,  that  may  be  judged  the  least  suspicious.  Orders  are 
given  for  a  quantity  of  beef  and  pork,  sufficient  for  ten  ships 
of  the  line  for  six  months,  to  be  got  ready  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  compact  was  lately  signed  between  the  court  and  three 
Northern  powers,  by  which  the  latter  have  stipulated  to  furnish 
Great  Britain  between  them,  with  60,000  troops,  the  better  to 
enable  the  latter  to  carry  on  the  continental  war.  Govern- 
ment have  sent  over  to  Germany  to  engage  1,000  men  called 
Jagcrs,  people  brought  up  to  the  use  of  the  rifle  barrel  guns 
in  boar  hunting.  They  are  amazingly  expert.  Every  petty 
prince  who  hath  forests,  keeps  a  number  of  them,  and  they  are 

freeman  s  Journal,  N?ptcmber  28. 
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allowed  to  take  apprentices,  by  which  means  they  are  a  nu- 
merous body  of  people.  These  men  are  intended  to  act  in  the 
next  campaign  in  America,  and  our  ministry  plume  themselves 
much  in  the  thought  of  their  being  a  complete  match  for  the 
American  riflemen.1 

Ar-RiL  20. — A  writer  gives  the  following  reasons  for  a  dec- 
laration of  the  independence  of  the  American  colonies : — 1. 
Reasons  for  colonies  will  be  delivered  from  two  govern- 

MgpndnM,  mentg  directly  opposed  to  each  other.  2.  The 
colonies  will  be  delivered  from  the  disorders  which  arise  from 
the  unlimited,  undescribed,  and  sometimes  arbitrary  power  of 
conventions,  committees  of  safety,  and  committees  of  inspec- 
tion. 3.  A  criminal  correspondence  with  the  enemies  of  this 
country  will  be  prevented,  or  punished,  under  the  articles  of 
high  treason.  4.  The  colonies  will  be  delivered  from  the  dan- 
ger of  crown  officers,  whose  apparent  interest  it  will  always 
be  to  remain  inactive,  or  to  co-operate  with  the  enemies  of 
America.  5.  The  British  constitution  may  be  immediately 
restored  to  each  colony,  with  the  great  and  necessary  improve- 
ments of  a  governor  and  council  chosen  by  the  people.  6. 
France  will  immediately  attack  Britain  in  the  most  defenceless 
parts  of  her  empire,  and  thus  draw  off  her  fleets  and  armies 
from  our  coasts.  7.  All  the  powers  of  Europe  will  conceive 
such  ideas  of  our  union,  love  of  freedom  and  military  resour- 
ces,  that  they  will  not  be  tempted  to  accept  of  a  share  in  us, 
upon  the  condition  of  conquering  us.* 

Tins  is  not  a  time  to  trifle.  Men  who  know  they  deserve 
nothing  from  their  country,  and  whose  hope  is  on  the  ami 

Reconciliation   *nat  nath  8°ugnt  to  enslave  ye,  may  hold  out  to 
opposed.     you9  ag  Qofo  *  hath  done,  the  false  light  of  recon- 
ciliation.   There  is  no  such  thing.    'Tis  gone !  Tis  past !  The 
grave  hath  parted  us — and  death,  in  the  persons  of  the  slain, 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  April  20  and  May  15. 

*  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  April  20. 

•  Tlic  author  of  a  series  of  letters  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  favoring  » 
reconciliation  between  the  mother  country  and  colonies,  and  against  independence. 
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hath  cut  the  thread  of  life  between  Britain  and  America. 
Conquest,  and  not  reconciliation,  is  the  plan  of  Britain.  But 
admitting  even  the  last  hope  of  the  Tories  to  happen,  which 
is,  that  our  enemies  after  a  long  succession  of  losses,  wearied 
and  disabled,  should  despairingly  throw  down  their  arms  and 
propose  a  reunion.  In  that  case,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Are 
defeated  and  disappointed  tyrants  to  be  considered  like  mis- 
taken and  converted  friends?  Or  would  it  be  right" to  receive 
those  for  governors,  who,  had  they  been  conquerors,  would 
have  hung  us  up  for  traitors?  Certainly  not.  Reject  the 
offer  then,  and  propose  another ;  which  is,  we  will  make  peace 
with  you  as  with  enemies,  but  we  will  never  reunite  with  you 
as  friends.  This  effected,  and  ye  secure  to  yourselves  the 
pleasing  prospect  of  an  eternal  peace.  America,  remote  from 
all  the  wrangling  world,  may  live  at  ease.  Bounded  by  the 
ocean,  and  backed  by  the  wilderness,  who  hath  she  to  fear  but 
her  God  ? 

Be  not  deceived.  It  is  not  a  little  that  is  at  stake.  Rec- 
onciliation will  not  now  go  down,  even  if  it  were  offered.  Tis 
a  dangerous  question,  for  the  eyes  of  all  men  begin  to  open. 
There  is  now  no  secret  in  the  matter ;  there  ought  to  be  none. 
It  is  a  case  that  concerns  every  man,  and  every  man  ought  to 
lav  it  to  heart.  lie  that  i*  here,  and  he  that  was  bom  here, 
are  alike  concerned.  It  is  needless,  too,  to  split  the  business 
into  a  thousand  parts,  and  perplex  it  with  endless  and  fruitless 
investigations.  This  unparalleled  contention  of  nations  is  not 
to  be  settled  like  a  school  boy's  task  of  pounds,  shillings, 
pence,  and  fractions.  The  first  and  great  question,  and  that 
which  involves  every  other  in  it,  and  from  which  every  other 
will  flow,  is  happing*.  Can  this  continent  be  happy  under 
the  government  of  Great  Britain,  or  not  ?  Secondly.  Can  she 
be  happy  under  a  government  of  our  own  ?  To  live  beneath 
the  authority  of  those  whom  we  cannot  love,  is  misery,  sla- 
very, or  what  name  you  please.  In  that  case  there  will  never 
be  peace.  Security  wrill  be  a  thing  unknown,  because  a 
treacherous  friend  in  power  is  the  most  dangerous  of  enemies. 
The  answer  to  the  second  question — can  America  be  happy 
under  a  government  of  her  own,  is  short  and  simple,  viz. :  As 
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happy  as  she  pleases  ;  she  hath  a  blank  sheet  to  write  upon. 
Put  it  not  oft'  too  long. 

Painful  as  the  task  of  speaking  truth  must  sometimes  be, 
yet  we  cannot  avoid  giving  the  following  hint,  because  much, 
nay,  almost  every  tiling,  depends  upon  it ;  and  that  is,  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  persons  whom  we  trust.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  public,  at  this  time,  to  scrutinize  closely  into  the 
conduct  <5f  their  committee  members,  members  of  assembly, 
and  delegates  in  Congress,  to  know  what  they  do  and  their 
motives  for  so  doing.  Without  doing  this  we  shall  never 
know  who  to  confide  in,  but  shall  constantly  mistake  friends 
for  enemies,  and  enemies  for  friends,  till  in  the  confusion  of 
persons  we  sacrifice  the  cause.1 

Ar-RiL  22. — We  have  all  the  debates  in  Parliament,  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  determination  of  the  court  is,  first  to 
Movement  conquer,  and  then  to  grant  pardons  to  those  they 
«f  the  Miuistry.  Q^QOSO,  and  for  this  purpose  only  are  the  com- 
missioners declared  to  be  sent.  This  is  the  ostensible  plan, 
but  we  are  informed  they  are  to  bribe  through  thick  and  thin, 
to  procure  the  betraying  of  America ;  so  that  it  behoves  all 
men  to  watch,  with  the  most  attentive  consideration,  the  con- 
duct of  those  intrusted  with  the  public  concerns,  whether 
colonial  or  continental.  The  last  act  of  Parliament  is  a  curi- 
ous piece  of  retrospective  injustice.  After  declaring  the  thir- 
teen colonics  in  rebellion,  and  without  his  Majesty's  protection, 
and  our  property  made  seizable  wherever  found  on  the  water, 
it  goes  on  to  give  legal  sanction  to  all  the  violences  and  rob- 
beries, &c,  that  their  people  had  committed  previous  to  their 
passing  that  act.  The  Congress  have,  in  consequence  of  this, 
recommended  the  fitting  out  privateers  to  cruise  on  British 
property. 

It  may  be  depended  upon  as  fact,  that  the  agents  of  the 
Scotch  factors  have  been  desired  by  the  administration  to  make 
no  noise  about  their  debts  in  America  ;  for  that  they,  the  min- 
istry, will  see  their  debts  paid  by  forfeiting  American  estates. 


1  41 


The  Forrester,"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Journal,  April  24. 
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Thus  we  may  account  for  the  meaning  of  the  intercepted  letter 
lately  published  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  wherein  the  fuetor  is 
desired  to  make  out  a  list  of  debts  and  send  them  to  Scotland  ; 
and  thus  these  harpies,  after  having  already  pillaged  a  great 
part  of  the  property  of  Virginia,  are  now  making  out  ac- 
counts, under  court  auspices,  by  which  all  the  remaining  prop- 
erty of  the  country  is  to  become  theirs.1 

Tuis  evening  a  paper  printed  in  red  letters,  and  called  the 
American  Gazette,  was  carried  to  the  Plough  Inn,  at  Sud- 
bury, in  England,  and  read  before  a  number  of  The  Alnrrtean 
tradesmen  and  others,  who  unanimously  con-  G*iett«. 
derailed  it  to  the  flames,  it  being  calculated  to  stir  up  sedition 
against  his  Majesty's  person  and  government.  Some  straw 
was  immediately  procured,  and  a  tire  made  on  Stour  Hill, 
where  the  said  paper  was  publicly  burnt  before  a  great  num- 
ber of  spectators.  While  it  was  burning,  n  person  solemnly 
repeated,  "  So  may  the  schemes  of  America,  that  are  formed 
against  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  fall  to  the  dust.v 
There  were  several  kinds  of  fireworks  exhibited  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  the  evening  concluded  by  drinking  success  to  his 
Majesty's  arms.* 

Avrtl  27. — The  essence  of  liberty  consists  in  our  having  it 
in  our  power  to  choose  our  own  rulers,  and  so  far  as  we  exer- 
cise this  power  we  are  truly  free.  Many  advan- 
ta^es  flow  from  such  a  plan  of  government.  The 
following  two  have  rarely  been  attended  to,  but  every  one  will 
perceive  them  as  soon  as  mentioned  : 

A  poor  man  has  rarely  the  honor  of  speaking  to  a  gentle- 
man on  any  terms,  and  never  with  familiarity  but  for  a  few 
weeks  before  the  election.  How  many  poor  men,  common 
men,  and  mechanics,  have  been  made  happy  within  this  fort- 
night by  a  shake  of  the  hand,  a  pleasing  smile,  and  a  little 
familiar  chat  with  gentlemen  who  have  not  for  these  seven 
years  past  condescended  to  look  at  them.    Blessed  state  which 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  May  14.  1  Middlesex  Journal,  May  7. 
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brings  all  so  nearly  on  a  level !    u  What  a  clever  man  is  Mr. 

 says  my  neighbor ;  "  how  agreeable  and  familiar !  lie 

has  no  pride  at  all !  he  talked  as  freely  to  me  for  half  an  hour 

as  if  he  were  neighbor  there.    I  wish  it  were  election  time 

always.   Thursday  next  he  will  lose  all  knowledge  of  ,  and 

pass  me  in  the  street  as  if  he  never  had  known  me." 

How  kind  and  clever  is  the  man  who  proposes  to  be  sher- 
iff, for  two  months  before  the  election  : — he  knows  everybody, 
smiles  upon  and  salutes  everybody,  until  the  election  is  over ; 
but  then  to  the  end  of  the  year  he  has  no  time  to  speak  to 
you,  he  is  so  engaged  in  seizing  your  property  by  writ  of  ven- 
ditioni exponas,  and  selling  your  goods  at  vendue. 

Thus  the  right  of  annual  elections  will  ever  oblige  gentle- 
men to  speak  to  you  once  a  year,  who  would  despise  you  for- 
ever, were  it  not  that  you  can  bestow  something  upon  them. 

Lying  is  so  vulgar  a  failing  that  no  gentleman  would  have 
any  thing  to  say  to  it  but  at  elections.  Then,  indeed,  the 
greatest  gentleman  in  the  city  will  condescend  to  lie  with  the 
least  of  us.  This  year  their  humility  is  amazing,  for  they 
have  stooped  to  the  drudgery  of  going  from  house  to  house  to 
circulate  election  lies  about  division  of  property.  I  cannot 
commend  their  policy  herein,  for  such  poor  fellows  as  I  am, 
with  nothing  more.  However,  it  shows  their  willingness  to 
oome  down  a  pin,  which  is  such  a  favor  that  we  ought  to  be 
truly  thankful  for  it.  In  a  word,  electioneering  and  aristo- 
cratical  pride  are  incompatible,  and  if  ever  we  should  have 
gentlemen  to  come  down  to  our  level,  we  must  guard  our 
right  of  election  effectually,  and  not  let  the  assembly  take  it 

out  of  our  hands.    Do  you  think  even  Mr.  J  would  ever 

speak  to  you,  if  it  were  not  for  the  May  election  ?  Be  free- 
men, then,  and  you  will  be  companions  for  gentlemen  an- 
nually.' 

A  correspondent  in  London  says : — "  His  Majesty's  right 
arm  is  lame,  occasioned  by  a  sprain  from  flourishing  his  sword 
over  the  heads  of  his  new  made  knights. 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  April  27. 
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"The  Rev.  Mr.  Peters,1  from  Lebanon,  in  Connecticut,  lias 
obtained  his  Majesty's  leave  to  pick  hops  at  9d.  per  day,  a 
penny  more  than  the  usual  price,  as  a  reward  for  his  past 
faithful  services  ;  and  by  this  lucrative  business  it  is  supposed 
he  will  soon  acquire  a  fortune  equal  to  "that  he  left  behind 
him. 

"James  Rivington,"  of  New  York,  is  appointed  cobweb 
sweeper  of  his  Majesty's  library.  There  are  many  other  posts 
and  rewards  given  to  persons  who  have  fled  from  the  colonies, 
equal  to  the  above  mentioned." ' 

The  Congress  have  struck  a  number  of  silver  and  copper 
medals,  which  are  distributed  among  the  officers  of  their  army, 
and  worn  by  them  constantly.  On  one  side  are  two  vases  swim- 
ming on  the  water,  with  the  motto,  Frangimur  si  CJIuUinur  / 
on  the  other  side  is  an  emblematical  device :  four  hands 
clinched  together,  and  a  dove  over  them  ;  beneath  them  is  a 
serpent  cut  in  pieces.' 

Mat  8. — Last  week  a  certain  Mr.  Cable,  in  Fairfield,  Con- 
necticut, sent  a  load  of  provisions  to  the  ministerial  plunder- 
ers, and  was  loading  a  second  time  for  the  same 

Fslrflebl  Tor,**. 

purpose,  but  was  discovered  by  a  Ton',  who  was 
concerned  in  the  affair,  and  who  made  oath  before  a  magistrate, 
of  the  scheme  in  agitation.  The  said  Cable  was  observed  to 
be  sounding  for  deep  water  about  the  channel,  which  he  found 
at  a  place  called  the  Black  Rock,  and  through  which  place  he 
was  to  pilot  a  gang  of  cruel  murderers,  about  one  thousand  in 
number,  whose  orders  were  to  massacre  men,  women,  and 

1  Samuel  A.  Peter?,  LL.D.,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  especially  celebrated  for 
»  malicious  and  fabulous  history  of  Connecticut."  He  -as  born  in  Hebron,  Con- 
necticut,  December  12,  1735:  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1757.  and  afterward* 
took  charge  of  the  church  of  his  natire  town,  and  one  in  Hartford.  He  *u 
obliged  to  flee  to  England,  in  1774.  He  returned  to  America  in  1<*05,  and  died 
in  New  York,  April  19,  1826. 

•  Rirington  sailed  from  New  York  for  London  in  the  *bip  Samson,  in  com- 
pany with  Major  Moncrieffe,  and  flererml  loyalists,  on  the  10th  January,  1776.— 
Srm  York  Packet,  January  11. 

»  Constitutional  Gazette,  May  4.  ■  Middlesex  Journal,  May  2. 
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children.  The  signal  of  their  landing  was  to  be  three  cannon 
fired  in  the  night. 

This  gang  chiefly  inhabited  about  Newtown,  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  from  that  place  all  along  to  Dobb's  ferry  on  the 
North  River.  Cable  was  on  this  discovery  apprehended,  and 
committed  to  Fairfield  gaol,  and  also  another  villain  named 
Pardelow,  at  Greenwich,  who  was  detected  enlisting  men  for 
the  ministerial  service,  was  examined  before  the  committee  of 
sah  ty  for  Greenwich,  and  committed  to  gaol.  Two  more  were 
apprehended,  but  discharged  for  want  of  sufficient  proof.  A 
list  of  the  names  of  a  number  of  them  that  had  enlisted  has 
been  obtained,  and  a  party  of  men  are  gone  in  pursuit  of 
them.1 

May  16. — The  Committee  of  Safety  in  Philadelphia  having 
already  made  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  the  press- 
ing occasion  there  is  for  a  large  quantity  of  lead,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  defence  of  this  country,  and  requested  them  to 
spare  for  the  public  use  the  various  species  of  leaden  weights 
in  their  respective  families  ;  they  have,  as  the  most  expeditious 
and  easy  method  of  procuring  such  lead,  appointed  Thoinas 
Nevill,  Frazer  Kinsley,  William  Colliday,  and  John  Darey  to 
go  round  the  city  and  receive  it  at  the  several  houses,  they 
paying  at  the  rate  of  sixpence  per  pound  as  formerly  specified, 
it  being  understood  that  clock  weights  are  not  at  present  com- 
prehended among  them,  as  the  iron  weights  to  replace  them 
are  not  yet  made. 

It  is  expected  that  every  virtuous  citizen  will  immediately 
and  cheerfully  comply  with  this  requisition,  but  if  any  persons 
should  be  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  the  public  good  as  to  refuse,  a 
list  of  their  names  is  directed  to  be  returned  to  the  committee.' 

Yesterday  is  rendered  memorable  by  a  unanimous  res- 
olution of  the  Virginia  convention,'  now  sitting  at  Williams- 
burg, to  instruct  their  delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  May  8. 

*  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  May  18. 

'  There  were  ono  hundred  and  twelve  members  present. 
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to  move  for  a  declaration  of  independence  and  freedom.  It  is 
the  result  of  the  most  mature  deliberation,  and  we  hope  will 
be  speedily  ratified  by  the  Congress.  Let  the  Vlnrfnta  VoUM 
doubters  read  it : ' — "  Forasmuch  as  all  the  en-  ,or  ^v**^**- 
deavors  of  the  United  Colonies,  by  the  most  decent  representa- 
tions and  petitions  to  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
to  restore  peace  and  security  to  America  under  the  British  gov- 
ernment, and  a  reunion  with  that  people  upon  just  and  liberal 
terms,  instead  of  a  redress  of  grievances,  have  produced,  from 
an  imperious  and  vindictive  administration,  increased  insult, 
oppression,  and  a  vigorous  attempt  to  effect  our  total  destruc- 
tion. By  a  late  act,  all  these  colonies  are  declared  to  be  in  re- 
bellion, and  out  of  the  protection  of  the  British  crown,  our 
properties  subjected  to  confiscation,  our  people,  when  capti- 
vated, compelled  to  join  in  the  murder  and  plunder  of  their 
relations  and  countrymen,  and  all  former  rapine  and  oppres- 
sion of  Americans  declared  legal  and  just.  Fleets  and  armies 
are  raised,  and  the  aid  of  foreign  troops  engaged  to  assist  these 
destructive  purposes.  The  king's  representative  in  this  colony 
hath  not  only  withheld  all  the  powers  of  government  from 
operating  for  our  safety,  but,  having  retired  on  board  an 
armed  ship,  is  carrying  on  a  piratical  and  savage  war  against 
as,  tempting  our  slaves,  by  every  artifice,  to  resort  to  him,  and 
training  and  employing  them  against  their  masters.  In  tins 
state  of  extreme  danger,  we  have  no  alternative  left  but  an 
abject  submission  to  the  will  of  those  overbearing  tyrants,  or 
a  total  separation  from  the  crown  anoj  government  of  Great 
Britain,  uniting  and  exerting  the  strength  of  all  America  for 
defence,  and  forming  alliances  with  foreign  powers  for  com- 
merce and  aid  in  war.  Wherefore,  appealing  to  the  Searcher 
of  Hearts  for  the  sincerity  of  former  declarations,  expressing 
our  desire  to  preserve  the  connection  with  that  nation,  and 
that  we  arc  driven  from  that  inclination  by  their  wicked  coun- 
cils, and  the  eternal  laws  of  self-preservation. 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  delegates  appointed  to 
represent  this  colony  in  general  Congress,  be  instructed  to  pro- 

1  ClifV>  Diary. 
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pose  to  that  respectable  body,  TO  DECLARE  THE  UNITED 
COLONIES  FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  STATES,  ab- 
solved from  all  allegiance  to  or  dependence  upon  the  crown  or 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  they  give  the  assent  of 
this  colony  to  such  declaration,  and  to  whatever  measures  may 
he  thought  proper  and  necessary  by  the  Congress,  for  forming 
foreign  alliances,  and  a  confederation  of  the  colonies,  at  such 
time,  and  in  the  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  best.  Provided, 
that  the  power  of  forming  government  for,  and  the  regulations 
of  the  internal  concerns  of  each  colony,  be  left  to  the  respec- 
tive colonial  legislatures. 

"  Resolved  unanimously That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  declaration  of  rights,  and  such  a  plan  of  govern- 
ment as  will  be  most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and  order  in 
this  colony,  and  secure  substantial  and  equal  liberty  to  the 
people."  1 

The  procuring  of  foreign  assistance  was  the  immediate  ob- 
ject of  this  resolution,  as  the  alternative  of  separation  or  sub- 
mission was  the  assigned  ground  of  it.  But  a  political  con- 
nection on  any  terms,  with  a  people  who  have  exerted  against 
us  every  species  of  barbarity  and  insult,  would  have  had  few 
advocates. 

In  consequence  of  the  resolution,  universally  regarded  as 
the  only  path  which  will  lead  to  safety  and  prosperity,  some 
gentlemen  made  a  handsome  collection  for  the  purpose  of 
treating  the  soldiery,  who  to-day  were  paraded  in  "Waller's 
grove,  before  Brigadier-General  Lewis,  attended  by  the  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  of  safety,  the  members  of  the  general 
convention,  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  others.  The  res- 
olution being  read  aloud  to  the  army,  the  following  toasta 
were  given,  each  of  them  accompanied  by  a  discharge  of  the 
artillery  and  small  arms,  and  the  acclamations  of  all  present: — 
1.  The  American  Independent  States.  2.  The  grand  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  their  respective  Legislatures.  3. 
General  "Washington,  and  victory  to  the  American  arms. 

The  union  flag  of  the  American  states  waved  upon  the 

1  Edmund  Pendleton,  president,  and  John  Tazewell,  clerk  of  the  convention. 
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capitol  during  the  whole  of  this  ceremony,  which,  being  ended, 
the  soldieis  partook  of  the  refreshment  prepared  for  them  by 
the  affection  of  their  countrymen,  and  the  evening  concluded 
with  illuminations,  and  other  demonstrations  of  joy.  Every 
one  seems  pleased  that  the  domination  of  Great  Britain  is  now 
at  an  end,  so  wickedly  and  tyrannically  has  it  been  exercised 
for  these  twelve  or  thirteen  years  past,  notwithstanding  our 
repeated  prayers  and  remonstrances  for  redress.' 

TO  VIRGINIA. 

At  length, — with  generous  indignation  fir'd, 
By  freedom's  noblest  principles  inspir'd, 
The  Continental  spirit  blazes  high. 
And  claims  its  right  of  independence ! 
Virginia,  hail!    Thou  venerable  state! 
In  arms  and  councils  still  acknowledged  great! 
When  lost  Britannia  in  an  evil  hour 
First*  try'd  the  steps  of  arbitrary  power, 
Thy  foresight  then  the  Continent  alarni'd, 
Thy  gallant  temper  cv'ry  bosom  warm'd.— 

And  now,  when  Britain's  mercenary  bands 
Bombard  our  cities,  desolate  our  lands, 
(Our  pray'rs  unamwer'd,  and  our  team  in  vain,) 
While  foreign  cut- throats  crowd  th'  ensanguin'd  plain; 
Thy  glowing  virtue  caught  the  glorious  flame, 
And  first  renounced  the  cruel  tyrant's  name! 
With  just  disdain,  and  most  becoming  pride, 
Further  dependence  on  the  crown  deny'd ! 

Whilst  freedom's  voice  can  in  these  wilds  be  heard, 
Virginia's  patriots  shall  be  still  rever'd.' 

Doctor  Johnson  defines  the  word  "  expedient "  as  a  thing 
necessary  to  be  done,  which  implies  that  it  cannot  be  expedient 
to  do  evil.  Therefore  the  word  "  expedient  "  can 
only  be  applied  to  the  promoting  a  good  purpose  ; 
but  you  will  find  it  frequently  mentioned  in  the  king's  speeches ; 
and,  in  Parliament,  ministerialists  make  a  monopoly  of  it,  and 
apply  it  altogether  to  the  use  and  service  of  his  Majesty,  to  wit : 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  May  29.  *  The  time  of  th«  Stamp  Act. 

1  Freeman's  Journal,  July  27. 
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" It  is  become  expedient  to  shut  up  the  American  ports  ;  "  "it 
is  expedient  to  destroy  their  trade  ; "  "  quite  expedient  to  take 
their  vessels  ;  "  "  expedient  to  bring  them  under  our  feet ;  9 
u  expedient  to  humble  them ; "  and  highly  "  expedient  to  re- 
duce them  to  absolute  submission."  General  Gage  found  it 
expedient  to  fire  upon  a  few  unarmed  peasants,  and  kill  eight 
of  them;  he  found  it  expedient  to  bum  Charlestown,  &c. ; 
Lord  Dunmore  found  it  expedient  to  burn  Norfolk,  &c. ;  Gen- 
eral Prescott  thought  it  expedient  to  put  Colonel  Allen  into 
irons,  and  transport  him  ;  and  Governor  Tryon  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  write  to  the  Mavor  of  New  York  that  "  the  com- 
inander  of  his  Majesty's  ships-of-war  found  it  expedient  to 
burn  the  pilot  house  ;  "  and  General  Howe  found  it  expedient 
to  quit  his  stronghold  at  Boston,  and  escape  from  it,  after  he 
was  out-generaled  by  General  Washington  ;  and  some  of  his 
doctors  found  it  expedient  to  mix  a  quantity  of  arsenic  among 
the  drugs  they  left  behind,  as  a  bait  for  the  Yankee  rats  to 
nibble  at,  and  all  for  the  service  of  his  Majesty  ;  so  that  it 
>eems  to  be  a  court  favorite  word,  and  become  high  treason  for 
an  American  to  use  or  apply  it.  What  would  the  ministry  or 
Parliament  have  done  had  there  been  no  such  word  ? 

We  hope  the  Americans  will  not  adopt  their  language,  and 
instead  of  the  word  "  expedient,"  say  "  necessary  ; "  and  that 
it  is  now  become  highly  necessary  to  oppose  those  ministerial 
grammarians,  lest  they  should  also  attempt  to  defile  our  lan- 
guage, as  they  have  defiled  our  land,  with  blood.1 

May  23. — Last  Friday,  the  Continental  armed  schooner. 
Franklin,  commanded  by  Captain  Mugford,  in  sight  of  the 
r  puin  m  tribrd.  ^r^8n  men-of-war,  took,  and  carried  into  Boston, 
a  ship  from  England,  about  three  hundred  tons 
burden,  mounted  with  six  carriage  guns. 

The  enemy,  intolerably  vexed  and  chagrined  that  the  prize 
should  be  taken  and  unloaded  in  their  open  view,  formed  a 
design  of  wreaking  their  vengeance  on  Captain  Mugford.  The 
Sunday  following,  he,  in  company  with  Captain  Cunningham, 
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in  the  Lady  Washington,  a  small  privateer  armed  with  swivels, 
blunderbusses,  and  muskets,  fell  down  from  Boston  in  order 
to  go  out  in  the  bay.  The  enemy,  observing  their  sailing,  fitted 
out  a  fleet  of  boats  for  the  purpose  of  surprising  and  taking 
them  in  the  night ;  and  the  Franklin's  running  aground  in  the 
gut  gave  them  a  good  opportunity  of  executing  their  plan. 

The  Lady  Washington  came  to  anchor  near  Captain  Mug- 
ford  ;  and  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  he  discovered  a  num- 
ber of  boats,  which  he  hailed,  and  received  for  answer  that 
they  were  from  Boston.  He  ordered  them  to  keep  olf,  or  he 
would  fire  upon  them.  They  begged  him,  for  God's  sake,  not 
to  fire,  for  they  were  going  on  board  him  !  Captain  Mugford 
instantly  fired,  and  was  followed  by  all  his  men,  and  cutting 
his  cable,  brought  his  broadside  to  bear,  when  he  discharged 
his  cannon  loaded  with  musket  balls,  directly  in  upon  them. 
Before  the  cannon  could  be  charged  a  6econd  time,  two  or 
three  boats  were  alongside,  each  of  them  supposed  to  have  as 
many  men  as  the  Franklin  on  board — which  had  only  twenty- 
one,  including  officers.  By  the  best  accounts  they  were  not 
less  than  thirteen  boats  in  all,  many  of  them  armed  with  swiv- 
els, and  having  on  board,  at  the  lowest  computation,  about  two 
hundred  men. 

Captain  Mugford  and  his  men  plied  those  alongside  so 
closely  with  firearms  and  spears,  and  with  such  intrepidity, 
rapidity,  and  success,  that  two  boats  were  soon  sunk,  and  all 
the  men  either  killed  or  drowned.  But  while  the  heroic  Mug- 
ford,  with  outstretched  arms,  was  righteously  dealing  death 
and  destruction  to  our  base  and  unnatural  enemies,  he  received 
a  fatal  ball  in  the  body,  which  in  a  few  minutes  put  a  period 
to  his  life,  from  which,  had  it  been  spared,  his  oppressed  coun- 
try would  undoubtedly  have  reaped  very  eminent  advantages. 

After  our  brave  men  had  maintained  this  unequal  contest 
for  about  half  an  hour,  the  enemy  thought  proper  to  retire. 
The  carnage  among  them  must  have  been  great,  for  besides 
the  two  boat  loads  killed  and  drowned,  many  were  doubtless 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  others.  Great  execution  was 
done  by  the  spears.  One  man,  with  that  weapon,  is  positive 
of  having  killed  nine  of  the  enemy  ! 


246 


DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


[1776. 


The  number  of  the  boats  which  attacked  the  Franklin  wa» 
about  eight  or  nine.  The  remainder,  to  the  number  of  four  or 
five,  at  the  same  time  attacked  Captain  Cunningham  in  the  Lady 
Washington,  who  then  had  on  board  only  six  men  besides  him- 
self. This  brave  little  company  gave  the  boats  such  a  warm 
reception  that  they  were  soon  glad  to  give  over  the  contest, 
after  suffering,  it  is  thought,  considerable  loss.1 

A  writer  in  England  6ays  : — Dorchester  TTill  was  taken  in 
a  very  curious  manner  The  rebels  provided  five  hundred  bun- 
dles of  screwed  hay,  which  they  shoved  before  them,  and 
under  cover  thereof  mounted  the  heights,  where  they  imme- 
diately fortified  themselves,  having  brought  the  timber  ready 
framed.  They  had  also  provided  themselves  with  hogsheads 
and  barrels  filled  with  sand,  and  headed  up,  which  they  in- 
tended to  have  rolled  down  Dorchester  Hill,  in  case  the  King's 
troops  had  attempted  to  mount  the  same. 

A  gentleman,  after  recapitulating  the  grievances  of  the 
Americans,  summed  them  in  the  following  words  of  scripture : 
"  The  fathers  have  eaten  sour  grapes,  and  the  children's  teeth 
are  set  on  edge." 1 

May  25. — At  a  time  when  tyranny  bears  fire  in  one  hand, 
and  instruments  of  death  in  the  other,  let  us  exert  every  nerve, 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  PoBt,  June  1 ;  another  account  in  the  same  paper,  of 
May  28: — Last  Saturday  night,  (May  18,)  the  brave  explain  Mugford,  commander 
of  the  armed  schooner  Franklin,  after  seeing  bis  prize  safe  in  Boston  harbor,  wta 
going  out  again,  but  the  tide  making  against  him,  be  came  to  anchor  off  Pud- 
ding Gut  I*<>int .    The  next  morning,  by  daybreak,  the  sentry  saw  thirteen  boats 
from  the  men-of-war  making  for  them.    They  got  ready  to  receive  them  before 
they  could  board  the  schooner;  she  sunk  6ve  of  the  boats,  and  the  remainder 
attempting  to  board,  they  cut  several  of  the  crews'  hands  off  as  they  laid  tbem 
over  the  gunwale.    The  brave  Captuin  Mugford  making  a  blow  at  the  people  in 
the  boats  with  a  cutlass,  received  a  wound  in  the  breast,  on  which  he  called  hi-t 
lieu  tenant,  and  said,  "  I  am  a  dead  man;  don't  give  up  the  vessel;  you  will  be 
able  to  beat  them  ;  if  not,  cut  the  cable  and  run  her  on  shore,"  and  then  expired  in 
a  few  minutes.   The  lieutenant  then  ran  her  on  shore,  and  the  boats  made  off.  The 
men  that  were  taken  up  from  the  boats  that  sunk,  say  they  lost  at  least  seventy 
men.    The  schooner  had  but  one  man  killed  besides  the  captain. 

*  Middlesex  Journal,  May  28  and  25. 
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and,  to  our  utmost,  promote  justice,  equity,  and  good  economy ; 
that  by  virtue,  resolution,  and  union,  we  may  break  the  mon- 
ster's head,  though  he,  Colossus-like,  bestrides  our 

J  °  .  To  all  American*. 

harbors,  shading  the  ocean  with  his  lowcnng 

brow,  and  yawns  with  horrid  jaws  for  the  innocent  blood  of 

this  continent. 

But  the  most  effectual  way  to  prevent  his  blood-thirsty  de- 
signs, and  ward  off  devastation,  will  be  to  seize  and  confine, 
within  the  narrow  circuit  of  a  gaol  or  prison,  the  sons  of  this 
infernal  monster.  It  is  the  part  of  a  prudent  man  to.  confine 
the  lion  to  his  cage  when  in  his  power,  though  he  should  cease 
from  roaring,  or  even  feign  himself  a  lamb  ;  and  to  break  a  ser- 
pent's head,  though  she,  when  caught,  falsely  pretended  herself  a 
dove.  Let  me  tell  you,  words  do  not  convert  lions  into  lambs, 
serpents  into  doves,  nor  Tories  into  Sons  of  Liberty.  Remem- 
ber, as  our  Saviour  was  betrayed  by  one  of  his  disciples,  so  is 
our  country  by  her  pretended  friends. 

But  how  ridiculous  and  destructive  is  this,  to  allow  persons 
a  right  of  property  in  any  country,  where  they  employ  both 
their  talents  and  properties  to  destroy  its  immunities,  and  even 
to  sacrifice  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants,  to  satisfy  the  wanton 
cravings  of  a  greedy  monster. 

Let  me  say,  to  suffer  those  who  contradict  the  true  interest 
of  their  country  at  this  important  struggle  to  go  unconfined, 
or  to  enjoy  their  former  property,  upon  a  slight  confession  or 
promise  of  reformation,  is  to  give  them  the  advantage  to  sport 
with  our  liberties,  as  well  as  to  appear  ridiculously  stupid  our- 
selves. I  say,  such  folly  as  this  cannot  fail  to  give  vice  the 
laurel,  whilst  virtue  sits  in  tears.  There  is  a  way  to  shun 
calamities  of  every  kind,  if  rightly  understood.  The  only  one 
for  us  seems  this  :  to  discard  the  thought  of  riches,  and  seek 
for  men  of  virtue,  to  serve  the  public  cause.  Virtue  joined 
with  knowledge  will  save  a  state  from  the  greatest  calamities  ; 
while  riches  joined  with  avarice,  like  an  impetuous  torrent, 
drives  headlong  all  within  reach,  and  drowns  them  within  its 
gloomy  vortex. 

My  countrymen,  when  you  are  to  employ  a  man  for  public 
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trust,  consider,  not  who  is  most  fond  of  such  an  office,  or  may 
like  its  profits  best,  but  who  is  most  fit,  and  who  will  serve  his 
country  best.  He  who  gives  his  vote,  being  swayed  by  birth, 
fortune,  or  any  thing  beside  the  general  good,  sells  his  country. 
He  who  devotes  his  all  to  do  it  service,  let  his  condition  be 
what  it  may,  is  one  of  the  noble  columns  upon  which  it  stands. 
Those  who  prefer  the  favor  of  selfish  persons,  or  their  own 
private  interest  to  the  true  interest  of  their  country,  do  not  long 
support  their  own  or  their  country's  cause ;  but  being  an  in- 
sufficient basis  for  such  a  trust,  hy  the  assistance  of  avarice  and 
luxury  attempt  the  arduous  task,  till  whatever  they  pretend  to 
support  falls,  together  with  themselves,  in  one  general  ruin. 
Witness  the  British  Parliament !  There,  virtue  has  long  since 
been  a  crime;  avarice  hath  taken  the  field,  and  entered  the  gates 
where  the  public  councils  are  held  ;  justice  gives  up  the  keys, 
and  flies  to  seek  an  asylum  in  some  propitious  clime.  And 
now  behold  what  follows !  How  is  the  blood  of  her  citizens 
sported  with  ? — some  living  an  ignoble  life,  others  dying  an  in- 
glorious death  !  Who  can  atone  for  such  a  crime  as  this  ?  to 
sacrifice  more  than  a  thousand  troops  on  death's  grim  altar,  to 
gain  what  in  reason's  view  was  not  their  right,  and  what  those 
who  survived  the  bloody  scene  could  not  maintain. 

Then  to  shun  such  horrid  deeds,  let  us  despise  both  avarice 
and  avaricious  men.  Consider,  I  entreat  you,  that  folly  in  a 
judge,  a  general,  or  a  king,  is  folly  indeed,  and  draws  most 
aggravated  ruin  at  its  heels.  O  let  virtue,  prudence,  and 
resolution,  take  the  field !  Let  them  possess  the  bench,  the 
council  chamber,  and  the  senate. 

Thus  alone  can  a  people  be  rendered  happy,  and  a  country 
glorious  ;  but  give  me  leave,  my  countrymen,  as  I  both  feel  for 
ourselves  and  millions  yet  unborn,  to  warn  you  neither  to 
suffer  inattention  to  possess  your  minds  or  idleness  your  pens ; 
and  may  each  one  within  his  own  peculiar  sphere,  strive  for 
the  good  of  the  whole.  Then  shall  we,  as  individuals,  be 
happy ;  as  a  people,  terrible  to  our  enemies ;  and  as  a  country, 
glorious  wherever  fame  shall  celebrate  the  exploits  of  heroes, 
and  just  triumphs  of  virtuous  deeds.  And  provinces  and 
kingdoms,  over  which  the  Roman  Eagle  never  flew,  shall  bow 
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to  the  imperial  sceptre  of  the  free  and  independent  States  of 
America.' 

Mat  31. — A  captain,  lately  arrived  from  St.  Croix,  says, 
that  on  the  tenth  instant,  in  latitude  34°  longitude  67°  24',  he 
fell  in  with  a  brig,  the  captain  of  which  told  him,  that  he  sail- 
ed in  company  with  a  fleet  of  seventy  sail  of  transports,  under 
conroy  of  two  sixty-four,,  four  forty  gun  ships,  and  two  bomb 
ketches,  from  which  he  parted  on  the  fifth  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind. 
The  fleet  had  on  board  a  large  number  of  Hessians,  Brunswiek- 
ers,  and  English  troops,  all  bound  to  Philadelphia*  "  in  order  to 
disperse,"  as  the  captain  expressed  himself,  "  that  hornet's 
nest  the  Congress,  after  which  they  were  certain  the  continent 
*oul<l  become  a  very  easy  prey."  God  grant  that  the  patriots 
may  be  prepared  to  receive  this  armament.* 

June  1. — Xotwitustandi no  the  savage  treatment  we  have 
met  with  from  the  King  of  Britain,  and  the  impossibility  of  the 
colonies  being  ever  happy  under  his  government  V||>WS  nf  the 
again,  according  to  the  usual  operation  of  nat-  !*■*•«>«>•««•. 
ural  and  moral  causes,  yet  we  still  find  some  people  wishing 
to  be  dependent  once  more  upon  the  crown  of  Britain.  I  have 
too  good  an  opinion  of  the  human  understanding,  to  suppose 
that  there  is  a  man  in  America  who  believes  that  we  ever  shall 
be  happy  again  in  our  old  connection  with  that  crown.  I, 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  oblige  the  advocates  for  dependence  to 
speak  for  themselves  in  the  following  order : — 

1.  I  shall  lose  my  office.  2.  I  shall  lose  the  honor  of  being 
relate/1  to  men  in  office.  3.  I  shall  lose  the  rent  of  my  houses 
for  a  year  or  two.  4.  We  shall  have  no  more  rum,  sugar,  tea 
nor  coffee,  in  this  country,  except  at  a  most  exorbitant  price. 
5.  TVe  shall  have  no  more  gauze  or  fine  muslins  imported 
among  us.  6.  The  New  England  men  will  turn  Goths  and 
Vandals,  and  overrun  all  the  Southern  Colonies.  N.B. — It  is  the 
fashion  with  the  people  who  make  this  objection  to  independ- 

'  Addressed  to  all  Americans  who  lore  liberty,  and  hold  their  country  dear, 
bj  "  Amicus  Patrin  ct  Filius  Jjbcrtatis."— Providence  Gxuette,  May  25. 
1  Pennsylvania  Eyening  Post,  June  L 
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cnce,  to  despise  the  courage  and  discipline  of  the  New  England 
troops,  and  to  complain  that  they  are  unwilling  to  tight  out  of 
their  own  colonies.  7.  The  church  will  have  no  king  for  a 
head.  8.  The  Presbyterians  will  have  a  share  of  power  in  this 
country.  N.  B. — These  people  have  been  remarked,  ever  since 
the  commencement  of  our  disputes  with  Great  Britain,  to  prefer 
a  Quaker  or  an  Episcopalian,  to  one  of  their  own  body,  where 
he  was  equally  hearty  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  9.  I  shall  lose 
my  chance  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  a  new  purchase.  10.  I 
shall  want  the  support  of  the  first  officers  of  government,  to 
protect  me  in  my  insolence,  injustice,  and  villany.  11.  The 
common  people  will  have  too  much  power  in  their  hands. 
X.  B. — The  common  people  arc  composed  of  tradesmen  and 
farmers,  and  include  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  America. 

Finallv. — Sooner  than  submit  to  the  chance  of  these 
probable  evils,  we  will  have  our  towns  burnt,  our  country 
desolated,  and  our  fathers,  brothers,  and  children  butchered  by 
English,  Scotch,  and  Irishmen  ;  by  Hanoverians,  Hessians, 
Brunswickers,  Waldeckers,  Canadians,  Indians,  and  Negroes. 
A  nd,  after  all,  such  of  us  as  survive  these  calamities,  will  submit 
to  such  terms  of  slavery  as  King  George  and  his  Parliament 
may  impose  upon  us.1 

June  10. — To-day,  the  grand  question  of  Independency 
was  proposed  to  the  first,  second,  fourth,  and  fifth  battalions 
of  associators  of  Philadelphia  and  suburbs ;  consisting  of  about 
two  thousand  officers  and  men.  Against  it,  in  the  first 
battalions,  four  officers  and  twenty  three  privates — second, 
two  privates — fourth  and  fifth  unanimous  for  independence. 

The  lieutenant  of  the  third  battalion  refusing  to  put  the 
question,  gave  great  umbrage  to  the  men,  one  of  whom 
replied  to  him  in  a  genteel  spirited  manner. 

"  How  our  delegates  in  Congress  may  act,"  says  a  Penn- 
sylvanian,  "  we  know  not,  though  we  have  a  right  to  know, 
and  intend  to  promote  an  inquiry  for  that  purpose." — Take 

1  Article  signed  JIutchinton,  Cooper,  Catoy  &x.t  in  the  Pennsylvania  Evening 

Post,  Juno  1. 
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heed,  Tories;  you  are  at  your  last  gasp  !  You  have  had  many 
warnings,  and  many  kind  invitations ! 1 

JrxE  14— Yesterday,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Boston  were  made  acquainted,  by  beat  of  drum,  that  an 
expedition  was  to  be  undertaken  against  the  Th<l  NantJWket 
enemy's  ships  in  Nantasket  road,  and  for  erecting  **M  t»"»- 
proper  fortifications  in  the  lower  harbor.  Accordingly  detach- 
ments from  the  colonial  regiments,  commanded  by  the  Colonels 
Marshall  and  Whitney,  and  the  battalion  of  train,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crafts,  were  embarked  on  board  boats 
at  the  long  wharf,  together  with  cannon,  ammunition,  pro- 
vision, intrenching  tools,  and  every  necessary  implement,  and 
sailed  for  Pettieks  Island  and  Hull,  where  they  were  joined 
by  some  continental  troops,  and  seacoast  companies,  so  as  to 
make  near  six  hundred  men  at  each  place.  A  like  number 
of  the  militia,  from  the  towns  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  harbor, 
with  a  detachment  from  the  train,  and  some  field-pieces, 
took  post  at  Moon  Island,  HofPs  Neck,  and  Point  Alderton. 
At  the  same  time,  a  detachment  from  the  continental  army, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Whitcomb,  with  two  eighteen- 
pounders,  one  thirteen-inch  mortar,  with  the  necessary 
apparatus,  intrenching  tools,  &c,  were  embarked  for  Long 
Island  to  take  post  there.  The  troops,  delayed  by  a  calm,  did 
not  arrive  at  their  several  places  of  destination  till  near  day- 
light this  morning.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  such  was 
their  activity  and  alertness,  that  they  had  the  cannon  planted, 
and  a  line  of  defence  hove  up  on  Long  Island  and  Nantasket 
hill  in  a  few  hours,  when  a  cannon-shot  from  Long  Island 
announced  to  the  enemy  our  design.  Soon  after,  a  signal  was 
made  for  the  whole  fleet,  consisting  of  eight  ships,  two  snows, 
two  brigs,  and  one  schooner,  to  unmoor  and  get  under  weigh. 
The  Commodore  Banks  bore  our  fire,  and  returned  it  with 
spirit,  till  a  shot  from  Long  Island  pierced  the  upper  works 
of  his  ship,  when  he  immediately  unmoored  or  cut  his  cables, 

got  under  sail,  and  happy  for  him  that  he  did  so,  for  in  a 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  June  11. 
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small  space  of  time  afterwards,  a  shell  from  our  works  fell  into 
the  very  spot  he  had  but  just  before  quitted.  Unhappily, 
our  cannon  did  not  arrive  at  Pettick's  Island  and  Nantasket 
as  soon  as  might  have  been  wished,  but  the  fire  from  the 
latter  place,  being  properly  pointed  against  the  commodore's 
ship,  which  came  to  in  the  Light  Llouse  channel,  is  apprehended 
to  have  done  considerable  execution.  However,  the  enemy 
were  compelled  once  more  to  make  a  disgraceful  precipitate 
flight ;  and  we  have  it  now  in  our  power  to  congratulate  our 
friends  on  our  being  in  full  possession  of  the  lowest  harbor 
of  Boston ;  and,  had  the  wind  been  to  the  eastward,  we  are 
confident  we  should  have  had  the  much  greater  pleasure  of 
giving  them  joy  on  our  being  in  the  possession  of  many  of  the 
enemy's  ships.  Through  Divine  Providence,  not  one  of  our 
men  were  hurt.1 

It  is  now  certain,  that  there  is  not  a  ministerial  troop  in 
all  New  England,  except  such  as  are  prisoners ;  nor  is  there  a 
ministerial  ship  in  any  harbor  in  New  England.*  And  it  is 
worthy  of  special  notice  that  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  1774, 
was  the  last  day  allowed  for  trading  vessels  to  leave  or  enter 
the  port  of  Boston,  through  the  cruelty  of  a  British  act  of 
Parliament;  and  that  tho  fourteenth  of  June,  1776,  through 
the  blessings  of  God  upon  the  operations  of  a  much  injured  and 
oppressed  people,  is  the  last  day  for  British  men-of-war,  or 
liunisterial  vessels,  to  remain  or  enter  within  the  said  port,  but 
as  American  prizes.    Thus  has  Providence  retaliated.1 

June  17. — Rosy  John  IIancock  has  got  frightened  again, 
and  has  writ  a  letter  to  those  plundering  "  Sons  of  Liberty," 
as  thev  call  themselves,  all  about  an  attempt  our 

John  Hancock.  ,  v  ^  .  ' 

gracious  king  s  troops  are  going  to  make  onlSew 
York.  He  says  the  important  hour  is  at  hand  that  is  to 
decide,  not  only  the  fate  of  the  universe,  but  that  of  New  lork 
and  the  Congress  in  particular ;  and  thai  he  knows  if  their 

1  Pcniwylvania  Journal,  June  26.  *  New  York  Packet,  June  27. 

1  Freeman's  Journal,  June  22. 
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feelings  are  at  all  like  his,  they'll  do  something  brave.— They'll 
possibly  do  as  he  does,  that  is — keep  out  of  harm's  way, 
through  a  strict  watch  for  the  regulars,  and,  if  requisite,  a 
vigorous  nee  of  those  gouty  legs,  that  were  so  shamefully 
overworked  on  the  morning  the  gallant  Percy  marched  to 
Lexington.1 

A  correspondent  in  Philadelphia,  who  signs  himself  a 
u determined  independent,"  says:  "The  mild  treatment  which 
the  Tories  have  met  with,  has  only  encouraged  ^tmeut  »• 
them  in  their  disaffection,  and,  until  an  example  is  Tor1e*- 
made  of  some  of  them,  we  shall  always  he  exposed  to  private 
domestic  dangers.  Necessity,  when  self-preservation  is  the  ob- 
ject, justifies  severity.  We  have  reasoned,  we  have  pleaded 
with  these  men  long  enough,  and  all  will  ;iot  do.  It  signifies 
nothing  meddling  with  the  little  and  ignorant  ones — their  great- 
est error  is  want  of  knowledge ;  but  I  would  begin  with  the 

*  Smythe's  Journal,  p.  &8: — The  following,  published  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Evening  Post,  June  16,  probably  is  the  tetter  referred  to  :— 

Philadklphi a,  June  11,  1776. 

GisTLFitrN : — The  Congress  have  this  day  received  advice,  and  arc  fully  con- 
vinced, that  it  is  the  design  of  General  Howe  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  City  of 
New  York,  as  soon  as  possible.  The  attack,  they  have  reason  to  believe,  will  be 
made  within  ten  days. 

I  am,  therefore,  most  earnestly  to  request,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  cull  forth 
joar  militia,  as  requested  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  to  forward  them 
with  all  despatch  to  the  City  of  New  York ;  and  that  you  direct  that  they  march 
m  companies,  or  any  other  way  that  will  hasten  their  arriv  al  there. 

The  important  day  w  at  hand  that  wUl  not  only  decide  the  fate  of  the  City  of 
N*ew  York,  but  in  all  probability  of  the  whole  Province.  On  such  an  occasion 
there  is  no  necessity  to  use  arguments  with  Americans.  Their  feelings,  I  well 
know,  will  prompt  them  to  their  duty,  and  the  socrcdness  of  the  cause  will  urge 
them  to  the  field. 

The  greatest  exertions  of  vigor  and  expedition  are  requisite  to  prevent  our 
enemies  from  getting  possession  of  that  town.  I  must,  therefore,  again  most 
earnestly  request  you,  in  the  uame  and  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  to  send  for- 
ward the  militia,  agreeable  to  the  requisition  of  Congress,  and  that  you  will  do  it 
*ith  aD  the  despatch  which  the  infinite  importance  of  the  cause  demands. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonx  IIancocx,  President. 
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heads  and  chiefs  of  them.  It  is  time,  it  is  high  time  to  do  it,  if 
we  mean  to  live  in  safety.  Matters  are  ripening  very  fast,  and 
cither  an  independence  must  be  declared,  by  which  we  can 
legally  punish  the  traitors,  or  the  associators  must,  in  my 
opinion,  be  obliged  to  declare  martial  law  for  their  own  pro- 
tection.1 

June  18. — Tins  afternoon,  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New 
York  gave  an  elegant  entertainment  to  General  Washington 

Enterumm*nt  t«  aml  his  8llite  5  the  general  and  staff  officers,  and 
Washington.    ^]le  commanding  officer  of  the  different  regiments 
in  and  near  the  city.    Many  patriotic  toasts  were  offered  and 
drank  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and  decency.    After  the  toasts, 

little  Phil,  of  the  Guard,  was  brought  in  to  sing  II  's  new 

campaign  song,  and  was  joined  by  all  the  under  officers,  who 
seemed  much  animated  by  the  accompanying  of  Clute's  drum- 
sticks and  Aaron's  fife.  Our  good  General  Putnam  got  sick 
and  went  to  his  quarters  before  dinner  was  over,  and  we  missed 
him  a  marvel,  as  there  is  not  a  chap  in  the  camp  who  can  lead 
him  in  the  Maggie  Lauder  song.' 

A  NEW  SOXG.' 

When  virtuous  ardpr,  from  motions  sincere, 
Nerves  the  arm  of  a  soldier,  what  foe  can  he  fear? 
Undaunted  he  fights,  and  his  glorious  name 
Immortal  shall  flourish  through  every  campaign. 

No  horrible  story  of  Briton  or  Hessian, 
Can  appal  or  incline  him  to  quit  a  profession, 
Which  eager  to  follow,  his  soul's  all  in  flame, 
And  burns  for  a  part  in  the  next  brave  campaign. 

In  fatigue,  toil,  and  danger,  he  nobly  delights, 
No  station  alarms  him,  no  terror  affrights ; 
All  the  hardships  of  war,  like  a  god,  he  sustains, 
And  thirsts  for  the  glory  of  future  campaigns. 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  June  19. 

•  MS.  letter  from  Captain  Caleb  Gibbs,  of  Washington's  Guard,  to  his  "De» 

Penelope." 

1  This  probably  is  the  song  referred  to  by  Captain  Gibbs. 
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Though  each  of  his  foes  were  like  Hercules  brave, 
While  their  efforts  are  tending  a  land  to  enslave, 
With  contempt  he  beholds  th'  unsoldicrly  stain. 
And  court*  the  fierce  combat,  and  speedy  campaign. 

Should  their  number,  the  legions  of  Xerxes  surpass ; 
Were  their  limbs  of  firm  steel,  and  their  bodies  like  brass, 
He'd  attempt  to  dissolve  them  with  gunpowder  flame, 
And  smile  at  the  terrors  of  such  a  campaign. 

The  love  of  his  country  impnssions  his  breast, 

For  its  sake,  with  whole  squadrons  the  field  he'd  contest, 

Exert  every  nerve,  and  inflate  every  vein, 

And  a  thousand  times  die  in  a  single  campaign. 

Come  then,  each  true  soldier,  thus  let  ns  behave, 

Such  motives  are  ours  and  like  him  well  be  brave; 

Let's  disclose  to  the  world  from  what  heroes  we  came, 
By  the  deeds  of  their  sons,  the  ensuing  campaign. 

Let  spirit  and  union  dispel  party  strife, 

While  struggling  for  freedom  and  empire  and  life; 

Ungenerous  sentiments  nobly  disdain 

Fir'd  with  the  idea  of  such  a  campaign. 

9 

Then  wreaths  shall  be  twined  of  unfading  renown, 
Our  brows  to  encircle  and  actions  to  crown ; 
And  the  clarion  immortal,  of  sonorous  fame. 
Shall  transmit  to  all  ages,  this  glorious  campaign.1 


June  24. — Since  Friday  last,  a  most  barbarous  and  infernal 
plot  has  been  discovered  among  the  Tories  in  New  York.  Two 
of  General  Washington's  guards  are  concerned,*     The  plot 
a  third  whom  they  tempted  to  join  them  made   ,n  Nuw  Yort 
the  first  discovery.     The  general  report  of  their  design  is  as 

1  New  York  Packet,  June  13. 

•  General  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  New 
York,  June  28,  says: — "The  plot  had  been  communicated  to  some  of  the  army, 

and  part  of  my  guard  engaged  in  it.    T  H  ,*  one  of  them,  has  been  tried, 

and,  by  the  unanimous  opinion  of  a  court-martial,  is  sentenced  to  die,  having  enlisted 
himself  and  engaged  others.  The  sentence,  by  the  advice  of  the  whole  council 
of  general  officers,  will  be  put  in  execution  to-day,  at  eleven  o  clock.  The  others 
are  not  tried.  I  am  hopeful  this  example  will  produce  many  salutary  conse- 
quences, and  deter  others  from  entering  into  the  like  traitorous  practices." — Official 
Ltttert,  ed.  1795,  v.  L,  p.  165. 

*  Thomas  Hiekev. 
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follows:  upon  the  arrival  of  the  British  troops,  they  were  to 
murder  all  the  staff  officers,  blow  up  the  magazines,  and  secure 
tlic  passes  of  the  town.  Gilbert  Forbes,  a  gunsmith,  in  the 
Broadway,  was  taken  between  two  and  three  o'clock  on  Satnr- 
day  morning,  and  carried  before  our  Congress,  who  were  then 
sitting.  He  refused  to  make  any  discovery,  upon  which  he 
was  sent  to  jail.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Livingston  went  to  see 
him  earlv  in  the  morning,  and  told  him  he  was  verv  sorrv  to 
find  he  had  been  concerned,  that  his  time  was  very  short,  not 
having  above  three  days  to  live,  and  advised  him  to  prepare 
himself  This  had  the  desired  effect ;  and  he  requested  to  be 
carried  before  the  Congress  again,  promising  to  discover  all  he 
knew.  Several  have  been  since  taken,  between  twentv  and 
thirty,  among  them  the  mayor.1  They  are  all  now  in  confine- 
ment.   Their  party,  it  is  said,  consisted  of  about  five  hundred.* 

• 

.1  tne  28. — Tins  forenoon,  was  executed  in  a  field  between 
the  Colonels  M'Dongall  and  Huntington's  camp,  near  the 
Bowry-lane,  New  York,  in  the  presence  of  near  twenty  thousand 
spectators,  a  soldier  belonging  to  his  Excellency  General 
Washington's  guards,  for  mutiny  and  conspiracy ;  being  one 

1  David  Matthews  was  mayor  at  that  time,  as  will  appear  from  the  following:— 
'  Vi  v  York,  Frbruury  22. — Wednesday,  se'night,  hia  Excellency  our  governor 
was  pleased  to  appoint  Whitehead  Hicks,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  province.  Mr.  Hicks  having  at  the  same  time  surrendered  the  office 
of  mayor,  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  appoint  David  Matthews,  Esq.,  to  that 
office ;  and  last  Friday  they  were  both  qualified  to  act  in  their  respective  «t*- 
tions." — Kern  York  Packet,  February  22. 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  June  26.  A  further  account  in  the  same  paper  says:— 
"Yesterday,  (23,)  the  mayor  was  examined  twice,  and  returned  prisoner  under* 
strong  guard.  We  have  now  thirty-four  prisoners,  and  many  more  it  is  expected 
w8l  bfl  taken  up.  A  party  of  our  men  went  over  to  Long  Island,  Saturday  last,  to 
take  up  some  of  the  Tories ;  they  returned  yesterday,  and  brought  to  town  one  Down- 
ing, w  ho  is  charged  with  being  in  the  hellish  plot  They  took  six  more  prisoners 
and  put  them  in  Jamaica  jail,  on  Long  Island.  The  Tories  made  some  resistance, 
and  lired  on  our  men  in  the  woods ;  our  people  returned  the  fire,  wounding  one 
man  mortally  ;  they  then  called  for  quarter.  This  morning  a  party  of  three  hun- 
dred men  is  ordered,  but  on  what  business  is  not  known.  The  mayor  acknowl- 
edges he  paid  Mr.  Forbes,  the  gunsmith,  who  is  one  of  the  gang  now  in  iron*, 
£1  10,  by  order  of  Governor  Tryon.  Yesterday  the  general's  housekeeper  wa* 
taken  up;  it  is  said  she  is  concerned." 
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of  those  who  formed,  and  was  soon  to  have  put  in  execution, 
that  horrid  plot  of  assassinating  the  staff  officers,  blowing  up 
the  magazines  and  securing  the  passes  of  the  town,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  hungry  ministerial  myrmidons.  It  is  hoped  the 
remainder  of  those  miscreants,  now  in  our  possession,  will  meet 
with  a  pnnUhment  adequate  to  their  crimes.2 

During  the  execution,  Kip  the  moon-curser,  suddenly  sank 
down  and  expired  instantly." 

Juxe  29. — Ora  boys  have  pretty  well  thrashed  Sir  Peter 
Parker  and  all  his  forces.  Yesterday  morning,  an  attack  was 
commenced  by  one  of  the  small  vessels  of  the  Atuckon 
British  fleet,  on  the  fort  at  Sullivan's  Island,  and,  8am««* lsUn<L 
notwithstanding  our  small  number,  a  part  of  whieh  was 
engaged  in  watching  Clinton  and  Cornwallis,  at  the  other 
(east)  end  of  the  island,  we  sustained  it  with  the  most  complete 


A  writer  on  board  the  fleet  gives  the  following  account  of 
this  action:  "The  signal  for  attacking  was  made  by  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  June,  but  the  wind  coming 
snddeuly  to  the  northward,  the  ships  were  obliged  again  to 
anchor.  The  troops  had  been  encamped  on  Long  Island  since 
the  fifteenth,  and  it  was  intended  that  General  Clinton  should 
pas?  the  neck  that  divides  Long  Island  from  Sullivan's  Island,* 
and  attack  by  land,  while  Sir  Peter  Parker  attacked  by  sea. 
General  Lee  had  made  such  a  disposition  of  masked  batteries, 
troops,  &c,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  all  the  officers  of  the  army 
vhom  I  have  heard  mention  this  circumstance,  that  if  our  troops 
had  attacked,  they  must  have  been  cut  off;  but  this  assertion 
does  not  satisfy  the  Navy,  for  they  certainly  expected  great 
assistance  from  the  army. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  the  wind  proved 
favorable,  and  it  was  a  clear,  fine  day,  but  very  sultry.  The 
Thunder  Bomb  began  the  attack  at  half-past  eleven,  by  throw- 

1  Pennnylvania  Evening  Post,  July  2. 

1  Gjwn'g  letter  to  Colonel  Craft*.  1  Clift's  DUry. 

*  Sulliran's  Island  in  situated  on  tbe  northern  side  of  Charleston  harbor, 
miles  from  the  city. 
17 
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ing  shells,  while  the  6hip8  were  advancing.  Tlie  ships  that 
advanced  to  attack  the  battery  were  the  Bristol  and  Experiment, 
two  fifty-gun  ships,  the  Solcbay,  Active,  AcUeon,  and  Syren 
of  twenty-eight  guns,  the  Sphynx  of  twenty,  and  the  Friend- 
ship, an  armed  ship  of  twenty -eight  guns.  With  this  force 
what  might  not  have  been  expected  i  Unfortunately,  the  Bomb 
was  placed  at  such  a  distance,  that  6he  was  not  of  the  lea>t 
service.  This,  Colonel  James,  the  principal  engineer,  Imme- 
diately perceived  ;  to  remedy  which  inconvenience,  an  addition- 
al quantity  of  powder  was  added  to  each  mortar:  the  con- 
sequence was  the  breaking  down  the  beds,  and  totally  dis- 
abling her  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

"  The  Bristol  and  Experiment  suffered  most  incredibly  :  the 
former  very  early  had  the  spring  of  her  cable  6hot  away,  and, 
as  she  lay  end  on  to  the  battery,  was  raked  fore  and  aft  ;  she 
lost  upward  of  one  hundred  men,  killed  and  wounded.  Captain 
Morris,  who  commanded  her,  lost  his  arm.1  Perhaps  an 
instance  of  such  slaughter  cannot  be  produced.  Twice  the  qnar- 
tcr-deck  was  cleared  of  every  person  except  Sir  Peter,  and  lie 
was  slightly  wounded  ;  *  she  had  nine  thirty-two  pounders  in  her 
mainmast,  which  is  so  much  damaged  as  to  be  obliged  to  be 
shortened;  the  mizzen  had  seven  thirty-two  pounders,  and  was 
obliged,  being  much  shattered,  to  be  entirely  cut  away.  It  is 
impossible  to  pretend  to  describe  what  the  shipping  Buffered. 
Captain  Scott,  of  the  Experiment,  lost  his  right  arm,  and  the 
ship  suffered  exceedingly  ;  she  had  much  the  same  number 
killed  and  wounded  as  the  Bristol.  Our  situation  was  rendered 
very  disagreeable,  by  the  Actaeon,  Syren,  and  Sphynx  running 
foul  of  each  other,  and  getting  on  6hore  on  the  middle  ground. 

1  He  died  a  week  after,  on  board  the  Pigot. 

1  Sir  Peter's  breeches  were  torn  off,  his  thigh  and  knee  wounded,  so  tbtt  he 
was  able  to  walk  only  when  supported  on  each  side.  These  circumstances  gs** 
rise  to  the  following  extempore,  which  appeared  in  the  Constitutional  Gsiette, 
soon  after  the  action  : — 

If  "honor  in  the  breech  is  lodged," 

As  Hudibra8  has  shown, 
It  may  from  thence  be  fairly  judged. 

Sir  Peter's  honor's  gone 


> 


Digitized  by  Google 


1776.]  6ULLIVAV8  ISLA*»T>.  2,50 

The  Sphynx  disengaged  herself  by  cutting  away  her  bowsprit ; 
and  as  it  was  not  yet  flood  tide,  she  and  the  Syren  fortu- 
nately warped  off.  The  Aeta?on  was  burnt  next  morning  by 
Captain  Atkins,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Provincials.1 

"  Our  ships,  after  lying  nine  hours  before  the  battery,  were 
obliged  to  retire  with  great  loss.  The  Provincials  reserved 
their  fire  until  the  shipping  were  advanced  within  point  blank 
shot  Their  artillery  was  surprisingly  well  served,  it  is  said, 
under  the  command  of  a  Mr.  Masson  and  Dc  Brahin.  It  was 
slow,  but  decisive  indeed.  They  were  very  cool,  and  took 
great  care  not  to  fire  except  their  guns  were  exceedingly  well 
directed :  but  there  was  a  time  when  the  battery  appeared  to 
be  silenced  for  more  than  an  hour.  The  navy  say,  had  the 
troops  been  ready  to  land  at  this  time,  they  could  have  taken 
p<jssession ;  how  that  is,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say.'    I  will 

'  White  she  im  on  fire,  Mr.  Millegan,  one  of  the  Carolina  marine  officers,  an.I 
i  party  of  men  boarded  her,  brought  off  her  colore,  the  ship's  bell,  and  as  many 
sti'jas  three  boats  would  contain. — New  York  Gazette,  July  29. 

'  General  Clinton  was  very  much  censured  for  not  attempting  to  ford  the 
•hallow  water  (which  was  only  three  feet  deep)  between  the  cast  end  of  Sullivan's 
Mand  and  Long  Island,  where  he  had  been  encamped,  and  attacking  the  Ameri- 
cans there.  An  English  correspondent  says : — "  My  wife  is  quite  an  American, 
and  every  conquest  the  Americans  make,  every  battle  they  win,  and  every  one  of 
oar  ships  they  take,  she  says  Providence  is  on  their  side,  and  it  is  only  fighting 
•gainst  the  wind  to  continue  the  contest.  I  am  on  the  opposite  side,  and  we 
hate  many  interesting  broils,  or  civil  ware  about  it.  She  has  it  all  in  her  head 
from  the  (anions  battle  of  Lexington,  where  our  arms  fchonc  in  tin  ir  full  lustre, 
to  the  siejre  of  Sullivan's  Island,  where  we  came  off  with  the  worst;  and  this  last 
affair,  I  mui»t  acknowledge,  has  almost  set  me  wavering. 

"One  circumstance  happened  yesterday  that  fairly  made  me  mad.  My  eon 
Tommy  being  playing  in  the  garden,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  a  small  pond  about 
t  iree  feet  deep;  his  mother  (I  suppose  on  purpose  to  vex  me)  ordered  Tommy  to 
va-le  through  the  pond,  which  he  refused,  telling  her  he  should  be  drowned,  as  it 
wm  too  deep;  orders  were  immediately  given  for  Tommy  to  sound  it,  which  he 
l>*gan  preparing  for,  bv  taking  a  leather  sucker  and  making  it  stick  fast  to  a  stone, 
tied  about  four  feet  of  string  to  the  end  of  a  stick,  and  reached  it  as  far  as  he  was 
*Me,  and  he  returned  and  told  his  mother  it  was  as  deep  as  a  certain  mark  on  tho 
cord  which  he  hat!  made ;  which,  on  measuring,  was  found  to  be  three  feet,  one 
itwh,  and  seven-eighths ;  which,  had  he  attempted,  would  have  proved  fatal  to 
Iii.ti. 

"  I  well  knew  the  design  of  this  burlesque,  so  I  threw  down  my  pipe  with  a  ven- 
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rather  suppose  it ;  but  the  fire  became  exceedingly  severe  when 
it  was  renewed  again,  and  did  amazing  execution,  after  the 
battery  had  been  supposed  to  have  been  silenced.  This  will 
not  be  believed  when  it  is  first  reported  in  England.  I  can 
scarcely  believe  what  I  saw  on  that  day ;  a  day  to  me  one  of 
the  most  distressing  of  my  life.  The  navy,  on  this  occasion, 
have  behaved  with  their  usual  coolness  and  intrepidity.  One 
would  have  imagined  that  no  battery  could  have  resisted  their 
incessant  fire."1 

geance,  and  secured  a  retreat,  being  fully  sensible  I  could  not,  like  the  brave  Sir 
Peter  Parker,  silence  her  battery.  As  soon  as  I  came  home  last  night,  my  enemy 
had  the  daring  effrontery  to  present  me  with  a  print,  neatly  framed  and  glazed, 
called  Troops  fording  a  Brook ;  and  with  an  air  of  exultation,  asked  me  whether 
the  officer  on  the  grenadier's  shoulders  was  not  General  Clinton  ?  "—MiddU*cM 
Journal,  September  7. 

*  Middlesex  Journal,  September  14. 
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July  I.^—Every  moment  that  I  reflect  on  our  affairs, 
the  more  I  am  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  formal  declara- 
tion of  Independence.  Reconciliation  is  thought  Thou#huon 
of  now  by  none  but  knaves,  fools,  and  madmen  ;  ^i*1*1*1"5*- 
and  as  we  cannot  offer  terms  of  peace  to  Great  Britian,  until, 
as  other  nations  have  done  before  us,  we  agree  to  call 
ourselves  by  some  name,  I  shall  rejoice  to  hear  the  title  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  order  that  we  may  be  on  a 
proper  footing  to  negotiate  a  peace. 

Besides,  the  condition  of  those  brave  fellows  who  have 
fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands  as  prisoners,  and  the  risk  which 
every  man  runs,  who  bears  arms  either  by  land  or  6ea  in  the 
American  cause,  makes  a  declaration  of  Independence  abso- 
lutely necessary,  because  no  proper  cartel  for  an  exchange  of 
prisoners  can  take  place  while  we  remain  dependants.  It  is 
some  degree  of  comfort  to  a  man,  taken  prisoner,  that  he 
belongs  to  some  national  power,  is  the  subject  of  some  state 
that  will  see  after  him.  Oliver  Cromwell  would  have  sent  a 
memorial  as  powerful  as  thunder  to  any  king  on  earth,  who 
dared  to  use  prisoners  in  the  manner  which  ours  have  been. 
What  is  it  that  we  have  done  in  this  matter  ?  Nothing.  "We 
are  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  must  not  do  these  things ! 
Shame  on  your  cowardly  souls  that  do  them  not !  You  are 
not  fit  to  govern  I 

Were  Britain  to  make  a  conquest  of  America,  I  would  for 
my  own  part  choose  rather  to  be  conquered  as  an  independent 
state  than  as  an  acknowledged  rebel.  Some  foreign  powers 
might  interpose  for  us  in  the  first  case,  but  they  cannot  in  the 
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latter,  "because  the  law  of  all  nations  is  against  us.  Besides, 
the  foreign  European  powers  will  not  long  be  neutral,  and 
unless  we  declare  an  independence,  and  send  embassies  to  seek 
their  friendship,  Britain  will  be  beforehand  with  us;  for 
the  moment  that  she  finds  she  cannot  make  a  conquest  of 
America,  by  her  own  strength,  she  will  endeavor  to  make  an 
European  affair  of  it.  Upon  the  whole,  we  may  be  benefited 
by  independence,  but  we  cannot  be  hurt  by  it,  and  every 
man  that  is  against  it  is  a  traitor.1 

July  4. — This  day,  "  after  much  deliberation,  the  Congress 
has  adopted  Independency,  for  the  following  reasons  : " 

When  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  necessary 
for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have 
.   ,.       connected  them   with  another,  and  to  assume 

Poclaml  ion  7 

of  [MhpndaaN.  amon«r  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  separate  and 
equal  station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  Nature's  God 
entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind 
requires  that  they  should  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them 
to  the  separation. 

"We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
certain  unalienable  rights,  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. — That  to  secure  these  rights 
governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  that  whenever  any 
form  of  government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  institute 
new  government,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles, 
and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem 
most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.  Prudence, 
indeed,  will  dictate  that  governments  long  established,  should 
not  be  changed  for  light  and  transient  causes;  and  accord- 
ingly, all  experience  hath  shown,  that  mankind  are  more 
disposed  to  suffer,  while  evils  arc  sufferable,  than  to  right 

1  "  Republican,"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Evening  Tost,  June  29. 
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themselves  by  abolishing  the  form  to  which  they  are  accus- 
tomed. But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations, 
pursuing  invariably  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design  to 
reduce  thein  under  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is 
their  duty,  to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide  new 
guards  for  their  future  security.  Such  has  been  the  patient 
sufferance  of  these  colonies;  and  such  is  now  the  necessity 
which  constrains  them  to  alter  their  former  systems  of  govern- 
ment. The  history  of  the  present  King  of  Great  Britain  is  a 
history  of  repeated  injuries  and  usurpations,  all  having  in 
direct  object  the  establishment  of  an  absolute  tyranny  over 

mF  WW 

these  states.  To  prove  this  let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid 
world. 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws,  the  most  wholesome  and 
necessary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws  of  immediate 
»nd  pressing  importance,  unless  suspended  in  their  operation 
till  hie  assent  should  be  obtained,  and  when  so  suspended, 
he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommodation 
of  large  districts  of  people,  unless  those  people  would  relinquish 
the  right  of  representation  in  the  legislature,  a  right  inesti- 
mable to  them  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legislative  bodies  at  places  unusual, 
uncomfortable,  and  distant  from  the  depository  of  their  public 
records,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance 
with  his  measures. 

He  has  dissolved  representative  houses  repeatedly,  for 
opposing  with  a  manly  firmness  his  invasions  on  the  rights  of 
the  people. 

He  has  refused  for  a  long  time,  after  such  dissolutions,  to 
cause  others  to  be  elected ;  whereby  the  legislative  powers, 
incapable  of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at  large 
fur  their  exercise ;  the  state  remaining  in  the  mean  time 
exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  invasions  from  without,  and 
convulsions  within. 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these 
Etates ;  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  naturalization 
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of  foreigners,  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their 
migrations  hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of  new  appropri- 
ations of  lands. 

lie  has  obstructed  the  administrations  of  justice,  by 
refusing  his  assent  to  laws  for  establishing  judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for  the 
tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their 
salaries. 

lie  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  6ent  hither 
swarms  of  officers  to  harass  our  people,  and  eat  out  their  sub- 
stance. 

lie  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies 
without  the  consent  of  our  legislatures. 

lie  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of,  and 
superior  to  the  civil  power. 

Ho  has  combined  with  others  to  subject  us  to  a  jurisdiction 
foreign  to  our  constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws ; 
giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislation. 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us. 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punishment 
for  any  murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhabitants 
of  these  states. 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world. 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent. 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of  trial  by 
jury. 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended 
offences. 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a  neighbor- 
ing province,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and 
enlarging  its  boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  example 
and  fit  instrument  for  introducing  the  same  absolute  rule  into 
these  colonies. 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable 
laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of  our  governments. 

For  suspending  our  own  legislatures,  and  declaring  them- 
selves invested  with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  what- 
soever. 
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He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out  of 
his  protection  and  waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt  our 
towns,  and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign 
mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation,  and 
tyranny,  already  begun  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and  per- 
fidy, scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  ages,  and  totally 
unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive  on  the 
high  seas,  to  bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  become  the  ex- 
ecutioners of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves 
by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us,  and  has 
endeavored  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the 
merciless  Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an 
undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions  we  have  petitioned  for 
redress  in  the  most  humble  terms.  Our  repeated  petitions 
have  heen  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince,  whoso 
character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may  define  a 
tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  liave  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  British 
brethren.   We  have  warned  them  from  time  to  time  of  at- 
tempts by  their  legislature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable  juris- 
diction over  us.    We  have  reminded  them  of  the  circumstances 
of  our  emigration  and  settlement  here.    We  have  appealed  to 
their  native  justice  and  magnanimity^  and  we  have  conjured 
them  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred  to  disavow  these 
usurpations,  which  would  inevitably  interrupt  our  connections 
and  correspondence.    They  too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
justice  and  of  consanguinity.    We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce 
in  the  necessity  which  denounces  our  separation,  and  hold  them, 
u  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace, 
friends. 

e,  therefore,  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  general  congress  assembled,  appealing  to  tho 
Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  for  the  rectitudo  of  our  intentions, 
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do,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of 
these  colonies,  solemnly  publish  and  declare,  that  these 
UNITED  COLONIES  arc,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  FREE 
AND  INDEPENDENT  STATES  ;  that  they  are  absolved 
from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  and  that  all  political 
connection  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain,  is  and 
ought  to  be  totally  dissolved  ;  and  that  as  Free  and  Independ- 
ent States,  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace, 
contract  alliances,  establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  acts 
and  things  which  Independent  States  may  of  right  do.  And 
lor  the  support  of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the 
protection  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each 
other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor.1 

July  5. — Tins  day,  the  Virginia  Convention  resolved,  that 
the  following  sentences  in  the  morning  and  evening  church 
Ch  |n  tho  service  shall  be  omitted  : — "  O  Lord,  save  the 
church  service,  lung,  and  mercifully  hear  us  when  we  call  upon 
thec."  That  the  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  and  eigh- 
teenth sentences  in  the  Litany,  for  the  king's  majesty,  and  the 
Royal  Family,  tfcc,  shall  be  omitted.  That  the  two  prayers 
for  the  king's  majesty,  and  the  Royal  Family,  in  the  morning 
and  evening  service,  shall  be  omitted. 

That  the  prayers  in  the  communion  service,  which  acknowl- 
edge the  authority  of  the  king,  and  so  much  of  the  prayer  for 
the  church  militant  as  declares  the  same  authority,  shall  be 
omitted,  and  this  alteration  made  in  one  of  the  above  prayers 
in  communion  service :  "  Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  we 
are  taught  by  thy  holy  word,  that  the  hearts  of  all  rulers  are  in 
thy  governance,  and  that  thou  dost  dispose  and  turn  them  as  it 
seemeth  best  to  thy  goodly  wisdom ;  we  humbly  beseech  thec  to 
dispose  and  govern  the  hearts  of  the  magistrates  of  this  com- 
monwealth, that  in  all  their  thoughts,  words,  and  works,  they  may 
evermore  seek  thy  honor  and  glory,  and  study  to  preserve  thy 

1  Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Cougress,  John  Hancock,  President: 
Attest,  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

*  PenntylvanU  Journal,  July  10. 
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people  committed  to  their  charge  in  wealth,  peace,  and  godli- 
ness. Grant  this,  O  Merciful  Father,  for  thy  dear  Sun's  sake, 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  Amen." 

That  the  following  prayer  shall  he  nsel  instead  of  the 
prayer  for  the  king's  majesty,  in  the  morning  and  evening 
service :  "  O,  Lord,  our  heavenly  Father,  high  and  mighty,  King 
of  kings,  Lord  of  lords,  the  only  Ruler  of  the  universe,  who 
du3t  from  thy  throne  behold  all  the  dwellers  upon  earth,  most 
heartily  we  beseech  thee  with  thy  favor  to  behold  the  magis- 
trates of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  replenish  them  with  the 
grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  they  may  always  incline  to  thy 
\rill,  and  walk  in  thy  way;  endue  them  plenteously  with 
heavenly  gifts  ;  strengthen  them,  that  they  may  vanquish  and 
overcome  all  their  enemies ;  and  finally,  after  this  life,  they 
may  obtain  everlasting  joy  and  felicity,  through  Jesus  ChrLt 
oar  Lord,  Amen." 

In  the  twenty-sixth  sentence  of  the  Litany  use  these  words  : 
''That  it  may  please  thee  to  endue  the  magistrates  of  this 
commonwealth  with  grace,  wisdom,  and  understanding." 

In  the  succeeding  one,  use  these  words  :  "  That  it  may  please 
thee  to  bless  and  keep  them,  giving  them  grace  to  execute 
justice  and  maintain  truth." 

Let  every  other  sentence  of  the  Litany  be  retained,  without 
any  alteration,  except  the  above  sentences  recited.' 

Married,  a  short  time  since,  in  Mansfield,  Connecticut, 
Mr.  Luke  Flint,  of  "Windham,  to  Miss  Mary  Slate,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Ezekiel  Slate, — an  agreeable  and  happy  pair.    What  de- 
serves the  public  notice,  and  may  serve  to  encourage  the  man- 
ufacturers of  this  country,  is,  that  the  entertainment,  though 
served  up  with  good  wine,  and  other  spirituous  liquors,  was  the 
production  of  their  fields  and  fruit  gardens,  assisted  alone  by  a 
neighboring  grove  of  spontaneous  maples. 

The  Wide  and  two  of  her  sisters  appeared  in  very  gentecl-liko 
P°*ns,and  others  of  the  family  in  handsome  apparel,  with  sun- 
dry silk  handkerchiefs,  &c,  entirely  of  their  own  manufacture.1 

'  S««  Tork  Gaictt*,  July  29.  »  Connecticut  Gazette,  July  1 1  *  18. 
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Titles  arc  the  offspring  of  monarchical  and  arbitrary  govern- 
ments. "While  the  object  of  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain 
was  reconciliation,  the  titles  of  excellency,  honor- 

Tttlea  * 

able,  <fcc,  were  submitted  to  by  the  people  of 
America ;  but  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  colo- 
nies have  divorced  monarchy  forever,  and  become  free,  inde- 
pendent states.  It  becomes  then  necessary  to  adopt  the  simple 
language  of  free  governments. 

The  Roman  Senate  in  the  height  of  its  glory  and  happiness 
had  no  other  title  than  Senatus  populus  que  liomanus,  that  is, 
the  senate  and  people  of  Rome.  Scipio  was  addressed  by  the 
name  of  Scipio,  at  the  head  of  his  army.  Aristides  was  called 
Aristides,  in  the  councils  and  public  streets  of  Athens.  Let  us 
leave  the  titles  of  excellency  and  honorable  to  the  abandoned 
servants  of  a  tyrant  king, — the  King  of  England,  while  we 
satisfy  ourselves  with  beholding  our  senators,  governors,  and 
generals  rich  in  real  excellence  and  honor.' 

Day  before  yesterday,  Governor  Franklin,  of  New  Jersey, 
passed  through  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  on  his  way  to  Gov- 
,    „         emor  Trumbull,  at  Lebanon.    Mr.  Franklin  is  a 

William  Franklin. 

noted  Tory,  and  ministerial  tool,  and  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly busy  in  perplexing  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  in 
serving  the  designs  of  the  British  King  and  his  minions.  The 
people  of  the  Jerseys,  on  account  of  his  principles,  connections, 
abilities,  and  address,  viewed  him  as  a  mischievous  and  dan- 
gerous enemy  in  that  province,  and  consequently  thought  it 
expedient  to  remove  him,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  Connecticut 
He  is  safely  arrived,  and  will  probably  have  leisure  to  recon- 
noitre his  past  life.  He  is  son  to  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,' 
the  genius  of  the  day,  and  the  great  patron  of  American  Liberty. 
If  his  excellency  escapes  the  vengeance  of  the  people,  due  to  the 
enormity  of  his  crimes,  his  redemption  will  flow,  not  from  his 


1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  July  13. 

*  William  Franklin,  the  last  royal  governor  of  New  Jersey,  was  the  natural 
son  of  Dr.  Franklin.  lie  was  born  in  1731  ;  was  appointed  governor  in  1763, 
and  continued  in  office  until  be  was  sent  to  Connecticut.  On  bis  release  he  weal 
to  England,  where  he  died  on  the  17th  of  November,  1813. 
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personal  merit,  but  from  the  high  esteem  and  veneration  which 
this  country  entertains  for  his  honored  father.' 

Jcxt  8. — At  twelve  o'clock  to-dav,  the  Committees  of  Safety 
and  Inspection  of  Philadelphia,  went  in  procession  to  the  State 
House,  where  the  Declaration  of  the  Independency  of  the 
United  States  of  America  was  read  to  a  very  large  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county,  and  was  received  with 
general  applause  and  heartfelt  satisfaction.  And,  in  the  even- 
ing, our  late  king's  coat-of-arms  was  brought  from  the  hall  in  the 
State  House,  where  the  said  king's  courts  were  formerly  held, 
and  burned  amidst  the  acclamations  of  a  crowd  of  spectators.' 

Tire  Declaration  was  received  at  Easton,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  proclaimed  in  the  following  order : — The  Colonel  and  all 
the  other  field  officers  of  the  first  battalion  repaired  to  the 
court-house,  the  light  infantry  company  marching  there  with 
their  drums  beating,  fifes  playing,  and  the  standard,  (the  de- 
vice for  which  is  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,)  which  was 
ordered  to  be  displayed.  After  that  the  Declaration  was  read 
aloud  to  a  great  number  of  spectators,  who  gave  their  hearty 
assent  with  three  loud  huzzas,  and  cried  out,  "  May  God  long 
preserve  and  unite  the  Free  and  Independent  States  of 
America."' 

At  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  the  Declaration  was  this  day 
proclaimed,  together  with  the  new  constitution  of  the  colony, 
lately  established,  and  the  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
for  continuing  the  administration  of  justice  during  the  interim. 
The  members  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  the  gentlemen  of  the 
committee,  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia  under  arraSj 
and  a  large  concourse  of  the  inhabitants,  attended  on  this  great 
and  solemn  occasion.  The  Declaration  and  other  proceedings 
were  received  with  loud  acclamations. 

The  people  now  are  convinced  of  what  we  ought  long  since 

•  Constitutional  Gazette,  July  IS.  »  Constitutional  Gazette,  July  17. 

■  Pemwylf  ani*  Evening  Post,  July  11. 
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to  have  known,  that  our  enemies  have  left  us  no  middle  way 
between  perfect  freedom  and  abject  slavery.  In  the  field,  we 
trust,  as  well  as  in  council,  the  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey  will 
be  found  ever  ready  to  support  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  America.1 

July  9. — Tins  evening  Nassau  Ilall,  at  Princeton,  in  New 
Jersey,  was  grandly  illuminated,  and  Independency  proclaim- 
ed under  a  triple  volley  of  musketry,  and  a  universal  accla- 
mation for  the  prosperity  of  the  United  States.  The  ceremony 
was  conducted  with  the  greatest  decorum." 

On  the  late  alarm  at  Elizabethtown,  when  an  immediate 
attack  of  the  regulars  was  expected,'  and  every  man,  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  was  summoned  to  defend  it. 

An  Anecdote.  ° 

there  were  three  or  four  young  men  (brothers) 
going  out  from  one  house,  when  an  elderly  lady,  mother  or 
grandmother  to  the  young  men,  without  betraying  the  least 
signs  of  timidity,  with  a  resolute  calmness  encouraged  and 
assisted  them  to  arm.  When  they  were  ready  to  go,  and  just 
setting  out,  she  addressed  them  thus  : — 

"  My  children,  I  have  a  few  words  to  say  to  you  ;  yon  are 
going  out  in  a  just  cause  to  fight  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
your  country.  You  have  my  blessing  and  prayers,  that  God 
will  protect  and  assist  you.  But  if  you  fall ;  his  will  be  done. 
Let  me  bog  of  you,  my  children,  that  if  you  fall,  it  may  belike 
men  ;  and  that  your  wounds  may  not  be  in  your  back  parts/' ' 

Jcly  10.— Tins  afternoon  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  read  at  the  head  of  each  brigade  of  the  Continental  Anny, 
indrpondenoe   posted  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York.  It 

I>crl«Tvl  In 

New  York,  was  received  everywhere  with  loud  huzzas,  and  the 
utmost  demonstrations  of  joy ;  and  to-night  the  equestrian  statue 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  17. 

*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Princeton,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post, 
July  13. 

*  The  regulars  attempted  an  attack  on  the  3d  of  July. 

*  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  August  10. 
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of  George  III.,  which  Tory  pride  and  folly  raised  in  the  year 
1770,  has,  by  the  Sons  of  Freedom,  been  laid  prostrate  in  the 
dirt— the  just  desert  of  an  ungrateful  tyrant !  The  lead  where- 
with the  monument  was  made  is  to  be  run  into  bullets,  to 
assimilate  with  the  brains  of  our  infatuated  adver-  9tatne  of  Oeorpo 
saries,  who,  to  gain  a  pepper-corn,  have  lost  an  Hi  'ie™"*^- 
empire.'  A  gentleman  who  was  present  at  this  ominous  fall 
of  leaden  majesty,  looking  back  to  the  original's  hopeful  begin- 
ning, pertinently  exclaimed,  in  the  language  of  the  Angel  to 
Lucifer, 

"  If  thou  be'st  he !    But  ah,  how  fallen !  how  changed ! n 

A  few  honrs  before  the  Declaration  was  read,  the  light 
dragoon  regiment  of  Connecticut  troops  arrived  in  the  city, 
and  paraded  on  horseback  through  the  streets,  making  a  noble 
and  martial  appearance.  Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  or 
animating  to  all  the  true  friends  of  their  country,  than  the 
sight  of  this  corps,  which  is  composed  of  the  substantial  yeo- 
manry of  a  virtuous  sister  state.  Some  of  them  assisted,  in 
their  present  uniforms,  at  the  first  reduction  of  Louisburg, 
and  their  "  lank,  lean  cheeks  and  war-worn  coats,"  are  viewed 
with  more  veneration  by  their  honest  countrymen,  than  if  they 
were  glittering  nabobs  from  India,  or  bashaws  with  nine  tails.* 

1  Lord  Clare,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  declared  that  a  pepper-corn,  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  Britain's  right  to  tax  America,  was  of  more  importance  than 
millions  without  it 

'  Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  17  ;  also  Captain  Park's  Diary : — In  pursuance  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  a  general  jail  delivery,  with  respect  to  debtors, 
took  place  in  New  York,  on  the  same  day  it  was  read  to  the  army. — Pennnylvania 
Errning  Pott,  Joly  16. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  by  order  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
Declaration  of  the  Independency  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  read  at  the 
Slit*  Hou  *e  in  New  York,  to  a  numerous  and  respectable  body  of  the  freeholders 
*nd  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county,  and  was  received  with  general 
•pplause  and  heartfelt  satisfaction  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  our  late  king's  coat  of 
Mini  was  brought  from  the  City  Hall,  where  his  courts  were  commonly  held,  and 
burned,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  thousands  of  spectators. 

The  same  day,  the  Declaration  "  was  proclaimed  from  the  State  House,  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  thousands,  who  assembled  on  the  oc- 
casion."— Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  24,  and  Pennsylvania  Evening  Po*t,  Aug.  3. 
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July  20.— Tins  day,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patterson,  of  tlio 
British  army,  came  to  New  York,  from  Lord  Howe's  fleet, 
WMbin,rton  and  an(*  landed  near  the  main  battery.    lie  passed 
coi.  Pattern,   through  a  file  of  the  Life  Guards  of  General 
Washington,  and  had  a  private  conference  with  him,  at 
Colonel  Knox's,  for  near  half  an  hour. 

After  usual  compliments,  in  which,  as  well  as  through  the 
whole  conversation,  Colonel  Patterson  addressed  General 
Washington  by  the  title  of  Excellency,  he  entered  upon  the 
business  by  saying,  that  General  Howe  much  regretted  the 
difficulties  which  had  arisen,  respecting  the  address  of  the 
letters  to  General  Washington,'  and  that  it  was  deemed 
consistent  with  propriety,  and  founded  upon  precedents  of 
the  like  nature  by  ambassadors  and  plenipotentiaries  where 
disputes  or  difficulties  of  rank  had  arisen.  He  also  said  that 
General  Washington  might  recollect  he  had,  last  summer, 
addressed  a  letter  to  General  Howe,  To  the  lion.  William 
Jloice,  E*q. ;  that  Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe  did  not 
mean  to  derogate  from  the  respect  or  rank  of  General  Wash- 
ington ;  that  they  held  his  person  and  character  in  the  highest 
esteem,  and  that  the  direction,  with  the  addition  of  tfcc,  tfcc, 
&c,  implied  every  thing  that  ought  to  follow.  He  then 
produced  a  letter,  which  he  did  not  directly  offer  to  General 
Washington,  but  observing  that  it  was  the  same  letter  which 
had  been  sent,  with  a  superscription  To  George  Washington, 
&c.,  <fcc,  <fcc,  he  laid  it  on  the  table.  The  general  declined 
the  letter,  and  said,  that  a  letter  directed  to  a  person  in  a 
public  character,  should  have  some  description  or  indication 
of  it,  otherwise  it  would  appear  a  mere  private  letter; 
that  it  was  true  the  <fcc,  <fcc,  tfcc,  implied  every  thing,  and 
they  also  implied  any  thing  ;  that  the  letter  to  General  Howe 
alluded  to,  was  an  answer  to  one  received  under  a  like 

1  On  the  14th  of  July,  Lord  Howe  sent  up  a  flag,  with  the  captain  and  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Eagle  man-of-war.  The  adjutant-general  met  them  after  some  little 
ceremony,  but  a*  their  letter  was  directed  for  George  Washington,  Esq.,  he  would 
not  receive  it.  The  officers  insisted  much  on  his  receiving  it,  saying  it  was  of  a 
civil  nature,  his  lordship  being  invested  with  unlimited  powers,  and  was  sorry  be 
had  not  arrived  a  few  days  Booner. — Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  17. 
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address  from  him,  which  the  officer  on  duty  having:  taken,  he 
did  not  think  proper  to  return,  but  answered  it  in  the  same 
mode  of  address.  He  then  said  lie  should  absolutely  decline 
any  letters  directed  to  him  as  a  private  person,  when  it  related 
to  his  public  station. 

Colonel  Patterson  then  remarked,  that  General  Howe 
would  not  urge  his  delicacy  further,  and  repeated  his  asser- 
tions, that  no  failure  of  respect  was  intended.  lie  then  said 
that  he  would  endeavor,  as  well  as  he  could,  to  recollect 
General  Howe's  sentiments  on  the  letter  and  resolves  of 
Congress,  sent  him  a  few  days  before,  respecting  the  treatment 
of  our  prisoners  in  Canada.  "  That  the  affairs  of  Canada  were 
in  another  department,  not  subject  to  the  control  of  General 
Howe,  but  that  he  and  Lord  Howe  utterly  disapproved  of 
every  infringement  on  the  rights  of  humanity."  1 

Colonel  Patterson  then  took  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket, 
and,  after  looking  it  over,  said  he  had  expressed  nearly  the 
words.  General  Washington  then  6aid  that  he  had  also 
forwarded  a  copy  of  the  resolve  to  General  Burgoyne. 

To  which  Colonel  Patterson  replied,  he  did  not  doubt  a 
proper  attention  would  be  paid  to  it,  and  that  he  (General 
Wellington)  was  sensible  that  cruelty  was  not  the  char- 
acteristic of  the  British  nation.  Colonel  Patterson  then 
proceeded  to  say  he  had  it  in  charge  to  mention  the  case  of 
General  Prescott,  who  they  were  informed  was  treated  with 
such  rigor,  that  under  his  age  and  infirmities,  fatal  consequen- 
ces might  be  apprehended. 

General  Washington  replied  that  General  Prescott's  treat- 
ment had  not  fallen  under  his  notice ;  that  all  persons  under 
bis  particular  direction  he  had  treated  with  kindness,  and  their 
situation  was  made  as  easy  as  possible ;  that  he  did  not  know 
where  General  Prescott  was,  but  believed  his  treatment  very 
different  from  their  information.'  General  Washington  then 
mentioned  the  case  of  Colonel  Allen,  and  the  officers  who  had 
been  confined  in  Boston  jail.    As  to  the  first,  Colonel  Patterson 

1  Referring  to  the  barbarity  of  the  Indians  to  Borne  of  the  American*  in 
Cinada. 

1  Sec  page  226,  ante. 
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answered,  that  General  ITowe  had  no  knowledge  of  it  but 
by  information  from  General  Washington,  and  that  the 
Canada  department  was  not  under  his  direction-  or  control ; 
that  as  to  the  other  prisoners  at  Boston,  whenever  the  state 
of  the  army  at  Boston  admitted  it,  they  were  treated  with 
humanity  and  even  indulgence;  that  he  asserted  this 
upon  his  honor,  and  should  be  happy  in  an  opportunity  to 
prove  it. 

General  "Washington  then  observed,  that  the  conduct  of 
several  of  the  officers  would  well  have  warranted  a  different 
treatment  from  what  they  had  received ;  some  having  refused 
to  give  any  parole,  and  others  having  broken  it  when  given, 
by  escaping  or  endeavoring  so  to  do.  Colonel  Patterson 
answered,  that  as  to  the  first  they  misunderstood  the  matter 
very  much,  and  seemed  to  have  mistook  the  line  of  propriety 
exceedingly ;  and  as  to  the  latter,  General  Howe  utterly 
disapproved  and  condemned  their  conduct. 

That  if  a  remonstrance  was  made,  such  violations  of  good 
faith  would  be  severely  punished  ;  but  that  he  hoped  General 
"Washington  was  too  just  to  draw  public  inferences  from  the 
misbehavior  of  some  private  individuals ;  that  bad  men  were 
to  be  found  in  every  class  and  society;  that  such  be- 
havior  was  considered  as  a  dishonor  to  the  British  army. 
Colonel  Patterson  then  proceeded  to  say  that  the  goodness 
and  benevolence  of  the  king  had  induced  him  to  appoint 
Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe  his  commissioners  to  accom- 
modate the  unhappy  dispute;  that  they  had  great  powers, 
and  would  derive  the  greatest  pleasure  from  effecting  an 
accommodation ;  and  that  he  (Colonel  Patterson)  wished  to 
have  this  visit  considered  as  making  the  first  advances  to  this 
desirable  object.  General  Washington  replied  he  was  not 
vested  with  any  powers  on  this  subject,  by  those  from  whom 
he  derived  his  authority  and  power.  But  from  what  had 
appeared  or  transpired  on  this  head,  Lord  Howe  and  General 
Howe  were  only  to  grant  pardons ;  that  those  who  had  com- 
mitted no  fault  wanted  no  pardon ;  that  we  were  only  defending 
what  we  deemed  our  indisputable  right.  Colonel  Patterson  said 
that  would  open  a  very  wide  field  for  argument.    He  then 
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expressed  his  apprehensions  that  an  adherence  to  forms  was 
likely  to  obstruct  business  of  the  greatest  moment  and 
concern. 

lie  then  observed,  that  a  proposal  had  been  formally  made 
of  exchanging  Governor  Skene  for  Mr.  Lovcll  ;  that  he  now 
had  authority  to  accede  to  that  proposal.  General  "Washing- 
ton replied,  that  the  proposition  had  been  made  by  the  direc- 
tion of  Congress,  and  having  been  then  rejected,  he  could  not 
now  renew  the  business,  or  give  any  answer,  till  he  had  pre- 
viously communicated  it  to  them. 

Colonel  Patterson  behaved  with  the  greatest  attention  and 
politeness  during  the  whole  business,  and  expressed  strong  ac- 
knowledgments that  the  usual  ceremony  of  blinding  his  eyes 
had  been  dispensed  with.  At  the  breaking  up  of  the  con- 
ference,  General  Washington  strongly  invited  him  to  partake  of 
a  small  collation  provided  for  him,  which  he  politely  declined, 
alleging  his  late  business,  and  an  impatience  to  return  to  Gen- 
eral Howe,  though  he  had  not  executed  his  commission  so  am- 
ply as  he  wished.  Finding  he  did  not  propose  staying,  he  was 
introduced  to  the  general  officers,  after  which  betook  his  leave, 
and  was  safely  conducted  to  his  own  boat,  which  waited  for 
him  about  four  miles  distant  from  the  city.1 

July  22. — Day  before  yesterday,  the  honorable  the  General 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  being  then  sitting  at  the  state 
house  in  Newport,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  brigade  io^oprnJenco 

...  »         i  i     m  r%  i        i    c'*1™  Bt  Newport, 

stationed  there,  under  the  command  ot  Colonels  a  i. 
William  Richmond  and  Christopher  Lippitt,  marched  from 
head-quarters,  and  drew  up  in  two  columns,  on  each  side  the 
parade,  before  the  state  house  door.  His  honor  the  Governor 
and  the  members  of  the  Assembly  then  marched  through  and 
received  the  compliments  of  the  brigade ;  after  which  the  sec- 
retary, at  the  head  of  the  company,  read  a  resolve  of  the  assem- 
bly, concurring  with  the  Congress  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. The  Declaration  was  then  read  ;  next  thirteen  can- 
non were  discharged  at  Fort  Liberty,  and  then  the  brigade 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  31. 
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drew  up  and  fired  in  thirteen  divisions,  from  east  to  west, 
agreeable  to  the  number  and  situation  of  the  United  States. 
The  Declaration  was  received  with  joy  and  applause  by  all 
ranks,  and  the  whole  was  conducted  with  great  solemnity  and 
decorum.1 

ON  INDEPENDENCE. 

Come  aU  you  brave  soldiers,  both  valiant  and  free, 
It's  for  independence  we  all  now  agree ; 
Let  us  gird  on  our  swords,  and  prepare  to  defend 
Our  liberty,  property,  ourselves,  and  our  friends. 

In  a  cause  that's  so  righteous,  come  let  us  agree, 
And  from  hostile  invaders  set  America  free. 
The  cause  is  so  glorious  we  need  not  to  fear, 
But  from  merciless  tyrants  we'll  set  ourselves  clear. 

ITeavcn's  blessing  attending  us,  no  tyrant  shall  say 
That  Americans  e'er  to  such  monsters  gave  way, 
But  fighting  we'll  die  in  Americans'  cause, 
Before  we'll  submit  to  tyrannical  laws. 

George  the  Third  of  Great  Britain,  no  more  shall  he  reign, 
With  unlimited  sway  o'er  these  free  states  again ; 
Lord  North,  nor  old  Bute,  nor  none  of  their  clan, 
Shall  ever  be  honor'd  by  an  American. 

« 

May  heaven's  blessings  descend  on  our  United  States, 
And  grant  that  the  union  may  never  abate, 
May  love,  peace,  and  harmony  ever  be  found, 
For  to  go  hand  in  hand  America  round. 

Upon  our  grand  Congress,  may  heaven  bestow 
Both  wisdom  and  skill  our  good  to  pursue, 
On  heaven  alone,  dependent  we'll  be, 
But  from  all  earthly  tyrants  we  mean  to  be  free. 

Unto  our  brave  generals  may  heaven  give  skill, 
Our  armies  to  guide  and  the  sword  for  to  wield  ; 
May  their  hands  taught  to  war  and  their  fingers  to  fight, 
Be  able  to  put  British  armies  to  flight. 

'  Pennsylvania*  Evening  Post,  August  1. 
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And  now  brave  Americans,  since  it  in  so, 

That  we  are  independent  we'll  hare  them  to  know, 

That  united  we  are,  and  united  we'll  be, 

And  from  all  British  tyranta  well  try  to  keep  free. 

May  heaven  smile  on  us  in  all  our  endeavors, 
Safe  guard  our  seaport*,  our  towna,  and  our  riven, 
Keep  us  from  invaders  by  land  and  by  sea, 
And  from  all  who'd  deprive  us  of  our  liberty.' 

July  30.— The  straggler  from  Howe's  army  at  Staten  Isl- 
and, who  was  taken  by  our  troops  a  few  days  ago,  at  Elizabeth- 
town  Point,  was  brought  into  camp  at  New  York, 
this  afternoon.  He  says  he  was  pressed  into  the 
King's  service  early  in  September,  of  last  year,  and  6ent  to 
England  by  Lord  Dunmore ;  that  he  returned  to  Charleston 
with  Sir  Peter  Parker,  and  was  about  the  only  sailor  that  was 
left  whole,  out  of  the  entire  fleet,  after  tbe  fight  at  Sullivan's 
Island ;  that  Sir  Peter  said  he'  never  saw  such  courage  as 
Moultrie's  men  showed  ;  and  that  in  the  hottest  of  the  action 
a  ball  passed  so  near  Sir  Peter's  coat  tail  as  to  tear  it  off,  to- 
gether with  his  clothes,  clear  to  the  buff,  without  drawing  a 
spot  of  hlood.  *  *  *  *  lie  also  says,  that  just  before  the 
thunder-storm  we  had  week  before  last,  the  troops  on  Staten 
Island  were  preparing  figures  of  Generals  "Washington,  Lee, 
and  Putnam,  and  Doctor  Witherspoon,  for  burn-  WMhlnetollln 
ing  in  the  night,  but  were  prevented  from  finish-  ¥MgJ- 
ing  them  by  the  great  rain.  The  figures  had  all  been  erected  on 
a  pile  of  fagots,  the  generals  facing  the  doctor,  and  he  repre- 
sented in  the  act  of  reading  to  them  a  late  address.  All  of 
them,  except  General  Washington,  had  been  tarred  and  pre- 
pared for  the  feathers,  when  the  storm  came  on  and  obliged 
the  troops  to  find  shelter.  In  the  evening,  when  the  storm  was 
over,  a  large  body  of  the  soldiers  gathered  around  the  figures, 
*hieh,  being  prepared,  were  set  on  fire,  amidst  the  most  terri- 
ble imprecations  against  the  rebels.  One  of  the  party,  seeing 
that  Generals  Putnam  and  Lee,  and  Doctor  Witherspoon  burnt 
furiously  and  were  almost  consumed,  while  General  Washing- 

1  Freeman's  Journal,  August  17. 
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ton  was  still  standing,  with  the  tar  burning  off,  ran  away 
frightened,  and  was  soon  followed  by  most  of  his  companions. 
The  next  morning,  the  figure  was  found  as  good  as  it  ever  was; 
a  fact  which  caused  a  good  deal  of  fear  among  the  Hessian 
troops,  most  of  whom  are  very  superstitious,  and  it  was  not 
until  after  some  of  the  officers  told  them  the  cause  of  its  not 
burning,  that  they  appeared  contented.  The  reason  was,  that 
having  no  tar  upon  it  before  the  rain  commenced,  it  became 
saturated  with  water,  and  the  tar  only  would  burn.1 

The  representatives  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Prov- 
idence plantations  have  passed  a  resolve,  That  if  any  person 
within  that  state  shall,  under  pretence  of  preach- 

Khotle  Island.     .  .  .  , 

ing  or  praying,  or  in  any  other  way  or  manner 
whatever,  acknowledge  or  declare  their  late  King  to  be  their 
rightful  lord  or  sovereign,  or  shall  pray  for  the  success  of  his 
arms,  or  that  he  may  vanquish  or  overcome  all  his  enemies, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  high  misdemeanor,  and  therefore  be 
presented  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county,  where  the  offence 
shall  be  committed,  to  the  superior  court  of  the  same  county  ; 
and  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  as  a  fine,  to 
and  for  the  use  of  that  state,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  lawful  money,  and  pay  all  costs  of  prosecution,  and 
shall  stand  committed  to  gaol  until  the  same  be  satisfied.' 

August  7. — This  day  was  carried  into  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  by  the  Hancock  privateer,  which  sailed  from  Phil- 
Lorti  North'»    adelphia,  a  large  three-decked  ship,  named  the 

Turtles.  Reward,  of  between  five  and  six  hundred  tons 
burden.  She  was  a  twenty-gun  ship  last  war,  in  the  service 
of  the  British  King.  She  was  from  Tortola,  bound  to  London, 
and  had  on  board  between  ten  and  eleven  hundred  hogsheads 
of  sugar,  eighty-six  hogsheads  of  rum,  twelve  bales  of  cotton, 

1  .Letter  from  Nathan  Craig  to  Lemuel  Clift : — In  the  Postscript  of  Gaine's 
Mercury,  of  October  21,  is  the  following: — "Some  time  ago,  General  Washington 
and  several  other  rebel  worthies  were  burnt  at  the  stake  on  Staten  Island,  by  a 
party  of  the  foreign  troops." 

•  Constitutional  Gazette,  July  81. 
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and  nine  cannon,  some  of  them  brass.  There  were  on  board 
the  ship  a  number  of  turtles,  directed  to  Lord  North,  with  his 
name  cut  in  the  shell,  the  best  of  which  Captain  AVingate  New- 
man, master  of  the  privateer,  is  determined  to  send  to  the 
Honorable  John  Hancock.1 

The  committee  of  inspection  for  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  the  officers  of  the  militia, 
and  a  great  number  of  other  inhabitants,  having  independence 
met  at  Bridgetown,  went  m  procession  to  the  Bridgetown, 
court-house,  where  the  declaration  of  independency,  the  con- 
stitution of  New  Jersey,  and  treason  ordinance,  were  publicly 
read,  and  unanimously  approved  of.  These  were  followed 
with  a  spirited  address  by  Doctor  Elmer,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  after  wrhich  the  peace  officers'  6taves,  on  which  were 
depicted  the  King's  coat-of-arms,  with  other  ensigns  of  roy- 
alty, were  burnt  in  the  street.  The  whole  was  conducted  with 
the  greatest  decency  and  regularity. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  before  mentioned  ad- 
dress: "Gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  Officers  of  the  Militia, 
and  Gentlemen  Spectators  : — From  what  has  now        ,  M 

,  Elmer  •  Adari«4. 

been  read,  you  see  the  long  wished  for,  but  much 
dreaded  period  has  arrived,  in  which  the  connection  between 
Great  Britain  and  America  is  totally  dissolved,  and  these  colo- 
nies declared  free  and  independent  states.  As  this  is  an  event 
of  the  greatest  importance,  it  must  afford  satisfaction  to  every 
intelligent  person  to  reflect  that  it  was  brought  about  by  un- 
avoidable necessity  on  our  part,  and  has  been  conducted  with 
a  prudence  and  moderation  becoming  the  wisest  and  best  of 
men. 

With  the  independency  of  the  American  States,  a  new  era 
in  politics  has  commenced.  Every  consideration  respecting  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  a  separation  from  Britain,  is  now 
entirely  out  of  the  question ;  and  we  have  now  no  more  to  do 
with  the  King  and  people  of  England,  than  we  have  with  the 
King  and  people  of  France  or  Spain.     No  people  under  heaven 

1  Penn*ylvania  Erening  Port,  August  20. 
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were  ever  favored  with  a  fairer  opportunity  of  laving  a  sure 
foundation  for  future  grandeur  and  happiness  than  we.  The 
plan  of  government  established  in  most  states  and  kingdoms 
of  the  world,  has  been  the  effect  of  chance  or  necessity  ;  ours 
of  sober  reason  and  cool  deliberation.  Our  future  happiness  or 
misery,  therefore,  as  a  people,  will  depend  entirely  upon  our- 
selves. If  actuated  by  principles  of  virtue  and  genuine  patri- 
otism, we  make  the  welfare  of  our  country  the  sole  aim  of  all 
our  actions  ;  if  we  intrust  none  but  persons  of  ability  and  in- 
tegrity with  the  management  of  our  public  affairs ;  if  we  care- 
fully guard  against  corruption  and  undue  influence  in  the 
several  departments  of  government ;  if  we  are  steady  and 
zealous  in  putting  the  laws  in  strict  execution,  the  spirit  and 
principles  of  our  new  constitution,  which  we  have  just  now 
heard  read,  may  be  preserved  for  a  long  time :  but  if  faction 
and  party  spirit,  the  destruction  of  popular  governments,  take 
place,  anarchy  and  confusion  will  soon  ensue,  and  we  shall 
either  fall  an  easy  prey  to  a  foreign  enemy,  or  some  factious 
and  aspiring  demagogue  possessed  of  popular  talents  and  shining 
qualities.  A  Julius  Caesar,  or  an  Oliver  Cromwell,  will  spring 
up  among  ourselves,  who,  taking  advantage  of  our  political 
animosities,  will  lay  violent  hands  on  the  government,  and  sac- 
rifice the  liberties  of  his  country  to  his  own  ambitious  and 
domineering  humor.  God  grant  that  neither  of  these  may  ever 
be  the  unhappy  fate  of  this,  or  any  of  the  United  States !  To 
prevent  which,  while  we  are  striving  to  defend  ourselves  against 
the  unjust  encroachments  of  a  foreign  and  unnatural  enemy, 
let  us  not  neglect  to  keep  a  strict  and  jealous  eye  over  our  in- 
ternal police  and  constitution.  Let  the  fate  of  Greece,  Romt, 
Carthage,  and  Great  Britain,  warn  us  of  our  danger ;  and  the 
loss  of  liberty  in  all  those  states,  for  want  of  timely  guarding 
against  the  introduction  of  tyranny  and  usurpation,  be  a  stand- 
ing admonition  to  us,  to  avoid  the  rock  on  which  they  have  all 
shipwrecked. 

Let  us,  as  honest  citizens  and  sincere  lovers  of  our  country, 
exert  ourselves  in  the  defence  of  our  state,  and  in  support  of 
our  new  constitution ;  but,  while  we  strive  to  vindicate  the 
glorious  cause  of  liberty,  on  the  one  hand,  let  us  on  tho  other 
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hand,  carefully  guard  against  running  into  the  contrary  ex- 
treme of  disorder  and  licentiousness. 

In  our  present  situation,  engaged  in  a  bloody  and  dangerous 
war  with  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  defence  of  our 
lives,  our  liberties,  our  property,  and  every  thing  that  is  dear 
and  valuable ;  every  member  of  this  state,  who  enjoys  the  ben- 
efits  of  its  civil  government,  is  absolutely  bound,  by  the  immu- 
table law  of  self-preservation,  the  laws  of  God  and  of  society, 
to  assist  in  protecting  and  defending  it.  This  is  so  plain  and 
self-evident  a  proposition,  that  I  am  persuaded  every  person 
here  present  makes  it  the  rule  of  his  conduct  on  all  occasions ; 
and  consequently,  in  a  time  of  such  imminent  danger,  will  be 
extremely  careful,  at  our  ensuing  election,  not  to  trust  any  one 
with  the  management  of  our  public  affairs,  who  has  not,  by  his 
vigilance  and  activity  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  proved  himself 
to  be  a  true  friend  to  his  country.  The  success,  gentlemen,  of 
our  present  glorious  struggle  wholly  depends  upon  this  single 
circumstance.  For,  though  the  situation  and  extent  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  our  numberless  internal  resour- 
ces, are  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  bid  defiance  to  all  Europe ; 
yet  should  we  be  so  careless  about  our  own  safety,  as  to  intrust 
the  affairs  of  our  state,  while  the  bayonet  is  pointed  at  our 
breasts,  to  persons  whose  conduct  discovers  them  to  be  enemies 
to  their  country,  or  whose  religious  principles  will  not  suffer 
them  to  lift  a  hand  for  our  defence,  our  ruin  will  inevitably  fol- 
low. 

As  it  is  impossible  for  any  one,  possessed  of  the  spirit  of  a 
man,  who  is  a  friend  to  the  United  States,  and  whose  con- 
science does  not  furnish  him  with  an  excuse,  to  stand  bv,  an 
idle  spectator,  while  his  country  is  struggling  and  bleeding  in 
her  own  necessary  defence ;  all  such  inactive  persons  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  shunned  as  enemies  or  despised  as  cowards. 
And  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  many  who  plead  con- 
science as  an  excuse,  are  sincere  in  their  pretensions ;  and  as 
every  man's  conscience  ought  to  be  free  from  compulsion,  this 
single  consideration  should  restrain  us  from  forcing  such  into 
any  of  the  departments  of  government.  For  to  put  such  per- 
sons, at  this  time,  in  places  of  public  trust,  is  actually  to  de- 
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prive  them  of  liberty  of  conscience ;  for  we  thereby  compel 
them  cither  to  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  or  to  act  con- 
tary  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences.  A  dilemma  in 
which,  act  as  they  will,  their  conduct  must  be  criminal.  Be- 
sides, if  we  consulted  only  our  own  safety,  it  is  plain,  that  to 
intrust  the  affairs  of  our  government,  at  this  juncture,  to  such 
people,  is  as  dangerous  as  to  intrust  the  management  of  a  ship 
in  a  violent  storm,  to  an  infant,  or  an  idiot. 

As  a  friend  to  my  country  and  a  lover  of  liberty,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  address  you  on  this  occasion,  and  having  now, 
as  a  faithful  member  of  society,  discharged  my  duty,  I  shall 
leave  you  to  the  exercise  of  your  own  judgment,  and  conclude 
with  a  request,  that  you  would  conduct  yourselves  this  day  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  convince  the  public  that  your  abhorrence 
of  the  cruel  and  bloody  Nero  of  Britain,  and  his  despicable 
minions  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  arises,  not  from  the  mere 
impulse  of  blind  passion  and  prejudice,  but  from  sober  reason 
and  reflection  ;  and  while  we  rejoice  in  being  formally  emanci- 
pated from  our  haughty  and  imperious  Task-masters,  let  us  re- 
member, that  the  final  termination  of  this  grand  event  is  not 
likely  to  be  brought  about  without  shedding  the  blood  of  many 
of  our  dear  friends  and  countrymen.1 

A  correspondent  in  London  says : — A  certain  popular 
preacher  not  far  from  town,  last  Sunday  took  his  text  from 
these  words,  Isaiah  xxi.  15  :  "  For  thev  fled  from  the  sword — 
from  the  drawn  sword  and  the  bent  bow,  and  from  the  grievons- 
ness  of  war  ;  "  which  words  he  thought  to  be  highly  descrip- 
tive of  the  inglorious  retreat  of  the  King's  troops  from  Boston. 
And  if  it  really  was  true,  that  these  troops  had  ever  turned  a 
house  of  religious  worship  into  a  play  house,  he  thought,  go 
where  they  will,  they  can  never  expect  success  in  any  one  enter- 
prise, till  by  deep  repentance  they  had  conciliated  the  favor  of 
heaven. 

A  most  furious  quarrel  happened  at  the  club  in  St.  Paul's 
churchyard,  between  two  of  the  fugitive  clergy  from  North 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  August  28. 
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America.  The  cause,  it  is  6aid,  was  about  who  should  be  the 
bishop  in  that  country,  the  idea  of  a  suffragan  being  revived. 
Cooper*  was  much  too  many  for  Peters,  and  j,,^.,, ,„,.„.,  aml 
would,  if  Tucker  and  Vardil  had  not  interposed,  »'^t.  .iU.rreL 
not  only  have  won  the  mitre,  but  have  rendered  his  competitor 
totally  unfit  for  any  episcopal  function.  Alas !  alas !  these 
men  in  black  are  not  all  of  them  under  the  operation  of  grace.* 

ArorsT  10. — At  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  a  declaration  being 
received  from  the  honorable  John  Hancock,  Es<|.,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  the  Continental  Congress,  in  the  in<ier,<n.i. -nee 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  their  constituents,  .t savannah, 
had  declared  that  the  United  Colonies  of  North  America  are, 
and  of  right  ought  to  be,  Free  and  Indkpexdent  States,  and 
absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  his  Excel- 
lency the  President,'  and  the  honorable  the  council,  met  in  the 
council  chamber  and  read  the  Declaration. 

They  then  proceeded  to  the  square  before  the  assembly 
house,  and  read  it  to  a  great  concourse  of  people,  when  the 
grenadier  and  light  infantry  companies  fired  a  general  volley. 
After  this  they  proceeded  in  the  following  procession  to  the 
liberty  pole :  The  grenadiers  in  front ;  the  provost-marshal, 
on  horseback,  with  his  6word  drawn  ;  the  secretary,  with  the 
Declaration  ;  his  Excellency  the  President ;  the  honorable  the 
council,  and  the  gentlemen  attending;  then  the  light  infantry 
and  the  rest  of  the  militia  of  the  town  and  district  of  Sa- 
vannah. 

At  the  liberty-pole  they  were  met  by  the  Georgia  battalion, 
who,  after  the  reading  of  the  Declaration,  discharged  their  field- 
pieces,  and  fil  ed  in  platoons.    Upon  this  they  proceeded  to  the 

1  See  page  82,  ante.  *  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  August  24. 

*  Archibald  Bullock  was  elected  president  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Georgia, 
b  January,  1776.  He  was  a  native  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  on  the 
commencement  of  the  difficulties  between  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies, 
he  took  a  decided  stand  in  favor  of  the  latter.  In  1775  he  represented  Georpia 
in  the  Continental  Congress,  and  was  very  active  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Ilia 
*pe«h  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  his  adopted  State  \4  marked  with  great 
strength  »n<l  overflowing  with  patriotism.  He  died  in  less  than  a  year  after  tho 
Declaration  of  Independence.—  Ultitea  Hist.  Coll.  of  Georgia,  p.  200. 
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battery,  ftt  the  trustee's  gardens,  where  the  Declaration  was 
read  for  the  last  time,  and  the  cannon  of  the  battery  dis- 
charged. 

Ilis  Excellency  and  council,  Colonel  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  and 
other  gentlemen,  with  the  militia,  dined  under  the  cedar  trees, 
and  cheerfully  drank  to  the  United,  Free,  and  Independent 
States  of  America.  In  the  evening  the  town  was  illuminated, 
and  there  was  exhibited  a  very  solemn  funeral  procession,  at- 
tended by  the  grenadier  and  light  infantry  companies,  and  other 
militia,  with  their  drums  muffled,  and  fifes,  and  a  greater  num- 
ber of  people  than  ever  appeared  on  any  occasion  before,  in 
that  province,  when  George  the  Third  was  interred  before  the 
court-house  in  the  following  manner : 

"  Forasmuch  as  George  the  Third,  of  Great  Britain,  hath 
most  flagrantly  violated  his  coronation  oath,  and  trampled  on 
the  constitution  of  our  country,  and  the  sacred  rights  of  man- 
kind :  we,  therefore,  commit  his  political  existence  to  the  ground 
— corruption  to  corruption — tyranny  to  the  grave — and  op- 
pression to  eternal  infamy,  in  sure  and  certain  hope  that  he 
will  never  obtain  a  resurrection,  to  rule  again  over  these  United 
States  of  America.  But,  my  friends  and  fellow-citizens,  let  us 
not  be  sorry,  as  men  without  hope,  for  Tyrants  that  thus  de- 
part— rather  let  us  remember  that  America  is  free  and  inde- 
pendent ;  that  she  is,  and  will  be,  with  the  blessing  of  the  Al- 
mighty, great  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Let  this  en- 
courage us  in  well-doing,  to  fight  for  our  rights  and  privileges, 
for  our  wives  and  children,  for  all  that  is  near  and  dear  unto 
us.  May  God  give  us  his  blessing,  and  let  all  the  people  say 
Amen."  1 

ArorsT  12. — A  correspondent  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  capture  of  the  privateer  Yankee  Hero  : — Captain  James 

Privateer  Tracy  sailed  from  Newburyport,  in  New  Hamp- 
-Ywikee  Hero."  on  t]ie  8eVenth  of  June,  in  the  Yankee 

Hero,  for  Boston,  with  twenty-six  men  only,  including  officers. 
This  number  was  not  a  quarter  of  his  complement ;  lie  was 

1  Universal  Intelligencer,  and  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  October  8. 
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provisioned  for  a  six  months,  cruise,  and  was  to  take  in  the 
remainder  of  his  men  at  Boston.  The  afternoon  lie  went  out, 
going  round  Cape  Ann,  he  observed  a  sail  in  the  offing,  but  in 
his  situation  did  not  think  of  looking  after  her.  Two  boats 
full,  manned  with  their  muskets,  who  had  put  out  after  the 
sail,  came  on  board  and  informed  him  a  number  of  transports 
had  been  close  into  the  Cape  that  day,  and  fourteen  men  from 
the  two  boats  joined  him,  and  sent  their  boats  on  shore.  He 
had  now  forty  hands  in^he  whole,  (only  a  third  of  his  comple- 
ment,) and  with  these  he  put  away  for  the  sail,  which  bore  E. 
8.  E.,  about  five  leagues  distance,  the  wind  being  then  west- 
erly. At  six  miles  distance  they  perceived  her  to  be  a  ship, 
and  soon,  from  her  management,  to  be  a  ship-of-war.  As  a 
contest  with  her  must  have  been  very  unequal,  Captain  Tracy, 
who  intended  to  make  a  harbor  that  night,  ordered  the  brig  to 
be  put  about  for  the  6hore,  not  then  suspecting  that  the  ship 
would  come  up  with  him.  But  he  had  not  tacked  ten  minutes 
before  the  westerly  wind  died  away,  and  the  ship  taking  a 
fresh  southerly  breeze,  came  fast  in,  endeavoring  to  cut  the 
brig  off  from  the  shore.  After  some  time,  the  ship  thus  get- 
ting in  the  wake  of  the  brig,  the  wind  again  came  fresh  to  the 
westward,  upon  which  the  brig  hauled  to  the  wind  in  the  best 
angle  for  the  shore.  The  ship  gave  chase,  and  in  an  hour  came 
up  within  half  a  mile,  and  began  to  fire  her  bow  chasers, 
which  the  brig  only  answered  with  a  swivel,  Captain  Tracy 
reserving  his  whole  fire  until  the  ship,  keeping  a  constant  fire, 
came  up  within  pistol  shot  upon  his  lee  quarter,  when  the  brig 
gave  her  the  best  return  they  could  make  from  their  main  and 
quarter  deck  guns,  swivels,  and  small  arms,  and  after  kept  up 
a  constant  fire.  The  6hip  was  soon  up  alongside,  and  with 
twelve  nine-pounders  on  a  side,  upon  one  deck,  besides  fore- 
castle and  quarter  deck  gnns,  and  with  her  marines  overlook- 
ing the  brig  as  high  as  her  leading  blocks,  kept  up  a  continual 
fire.  After  some  time,  the  ship  hauled  her  wind  so  close  (which 
obliged  the  brig  to  do  the  same)  that  Captain  Tracy  was  unable 
to  sight  his  lee  guns.  Upon  this  he  backed  under  her  stern, 
but  the  ship,  which  sailed  much  faster  and  worked  as  quick, 
bad  the  advantage,  and  brought  her  broadside  again  upon  him, 
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which  he  conld  not  evade.  In  this  manner  thev  lav,  not  a 
hundred  feet  from  each  other,  yawing  to  and  fro,  for  an 
hour  and  twenty  minutes,  the  privateer's  men  valiantly  main- 
taining their  quarters  against  such  a  superior  force.  About 
this  time,  the  ship's  foremast  guns  beginning  to  slack  fire.  Cap- 
tain Tracy  tacked  under  her  stern,  and  when  clear  of  the  smoke 
and  fire,  perceived  his  rigging  to  be  most  shockingly  cut,  yards 
flying  about  without  braces,  some  of  his  principal  sails  shot 
to  rags,  and  half  his  men,  to  appearance,  dying  and  wounded. 

Mr.  Main,  his  first  lieutenant,  was  among  the  first  wound- 
ed, and  Mr.  Davis,  one  of  the  prize  masters,  fell  in  the  last 
attack.  In  this  situation  they  went  to  work  to  refit  the  rig- 
ging, and  to  carry  the  wounded  below,  the  ship  having  then 
taken  a  broad  sheer  some  way  off",  and  none  of  her  guns  bear- 
ing. But  before  they  could  get  their  yards  to  rights,  which 
they  zealously  tried  for  in  hopes  still  to  get  clear  of  the  ship, 
as  they  were  now  nearer  in  shore,  or  to  part  from  her  under 
the  night,  she  again  came  up  and  renewed  the  attack,  which 
obliged  Captain  Tracy  to  have  recourse  to  his  guns  again, 
though  he  still  kept  some  hands  aloft  to  his  rigging ;  but  be- 
fore the  brig  had  again  fired  two  broadsides,  Captain  Tracy 
received  a  wound  in  his  right  thigh,  and  in  a  few  minutes  he 
could  not  stand.  lie  laid  himself  over  the  arm  chest  and  bar- 
ricade, determined  to  keep  up  the  fire ;  but  in  a  short  time, 
from  pain  and  loss  of  blood,  he  was  unable  to  command,  grow- 
ing faint,  and  they  helped  him  below.  As  soon  as  he  came 
to,  he  found  his  firing  had  ceased,  and  his  people  round  him 
wounded,  and,  not  having  a  surgeon  with  them,  in  a  most  dis- 
tressed situation,  most  of  them  groaning  and  some  expiring. 

Struck  severely  with  such  a  spectacle,  Captain  Tracy  or- 
dered his  people  to  take  him  up  in  a  chair  upon  the  quarter 
deck,  and  resolved  again  to  attack  the  ship,  which  was  all  this 
time  keeping  up  her  fire.  But  after  getting  into  the  air,  he 
was  again  so  faint  that  he  was  for  some  time  unable  to  speak, 
and  finding  no  alternative,  but  they  must  be  taken  or  sunk,  for 
the  sake  of  the  brave  men  that  remained,  he  ordered  them  to 
strike  to  the  ship. 

Tims  was  this  action  maintained  upwards  of  two  hours,  in 
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a  low  single-decked  vessel,  with  not  half  the  metal  the  ship 
had,  against  an  English  frigate,  whose  navy  has  heen  the  dread 
of  nations,  and  by  a  quarter  the  number  of  people  in  the  one 
as  in  the  other;  yet  the  victors  exulted  as  though  they  had 
overcome  a  force  as  much  superior  as  this  was  inferior  to  them. 
The  brig  had  four  men  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  including 
officers.  The  number  in  the  Milford  wounded  is  not  known, 
though  there  were  some.  The  deprivation  of  these  brave 
officers  and  men  is  to  be  regretted  by  all  friends  to  this  country. 

With  justice  to  Captain  Burr,  of  the  Milford,  it  must  be 
acknowledged  he  treated  with  humanity  and  politeness  the 
officers  and  men  that  were  wounded ;  but  to  the  eternal  dis- 
grace of  Britain,  and  the  present  King  and  Parliament,  let  it 
be  recorded,  that  in  this  very  action  above  related,  upwards  of 
thirty  Americans,  prisoners  in  the  Milford,  were  forced,  at  the 
forfeit  of  their  lives,  to  fight  against  their  countrymen  ;  and 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Yankee  Hero,  that  were  not 
wounded,  are  now  detained  in  several  of  their  ships,  and  may 
meet  with  the  same  cruel  fate :  an  exaction  that  even  savages 
have  not  been  known  to  require.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the 
Hero's  men,  that  not  one  would  enter  upon  the  ship's  books, 
though  not  only  urged  by  every  persuasion,  but  by  threats.' 

August  14. — Yesterday,  a  number  of  women  belonging  to 
Fishkill,  in  Duchess  county,  New  York,  collected  together  in 
order  to  pnrchase  some  tea  of  Alderman  Lefferts,  Te4Tn,nMMlt 
of  New  York,  as  he  had  a  large  quantity  of  it  rubkiiL 
there,  which  he  sent  up  last  fall,  to  make  a  prey  of  the  friends 
of  the  United  States  by  asking  a  most  exorbitant  price  for 
the  same.  Three  gentlemen  passing  by  the  house  where 
they  were  assembled,  the  ladies  saw  them,  sallied  out  from 
the  house,  and  entreated  them,  in  the  most  humble  manner, 
to  assist  them.  The  gentlemen  refusing  to  assist,  obliged 
the  ladies  to  use  means  of  force.  After  confining  the  gentle- 
men under  guard,  they  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  commit- 
tee of  ladies,  and  chose  three,  and  then  chose  a  clerk  and 

1  Essex  Journal,  Auguat  9  •  22. 
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weigher.  They  then  proceeded  to  open  the  boxes,  and  served 
out  the  same,  and  received  six  shillings  for  each  pound,  which 
the  lady  committee  intended  to  remit  to  the  general  committee 
of  the  county. 

The  ladies  offered  for  the  tea,  nine  shillings  per  pound  be- 
fore they  made  the  seizure,  hut  upon  Mr.  Lefferts'  refusing, 
they  told  him  he  must  then  take  up  with  the  continental 

price.    The  quantity  taken  was  two  boxes.   Mrs.  L  s  hoped 

that  none  of  the  relations  would  assist  in  the  mob,  but  the 
persons  she  mentioned  were  the  first  in  fact.1 

August  17. — A  gentleman  who  lately  escaped  from  New 
York,  and  joined  the  army  on  Staten  Island,  says  : — k*  Every 
means  of  defence  has  been  concerted  to  secure  the  city  and 
whole  island  of  New  York  from  an  attack  of  the  royal  army. 
Should  General  Howe  succeed  in  that  enterprise,  his  antago- 
nist, Mr.  "Washington,  has  provided  a  magazine  of  pitch,  tar, 
and  combustibles,  to  burn  the  city  before  he  shall  retreat  from 
his  present  station.  The  numbers  of  his  men  are  daily  dimin- 
ishing ;  they  desert  in  large  bodies,  are  sickly,  filthy,  divided, 
and  unruly.  Putrid  disorders,  the  small-pox  in  particular, 
have  carried  otf  great  numbers.  When  I  left  the  city  there 
were  six  thousand  in  their  hospitals,  to  which  use  they  have 
devoted  King's  College. 

John  Morin  Scott  is  appointed  Governor  of  New  York, 
and  Samuel  Tucker,  a  cordwainer  of  Trenton,  is  exalted  to 
that  rank  in  New  Jersey.  The  persecution  of  the  loyalists 
continues  unremitted.  Donald  M'Lean,  Theophilus  Harden- 
brook,  young  Fueter,  the  silversmith,  and  Rem  Rapelje,  have 
been  cruelly  rode  on  rails,  a  practice  most  painful,  dangerous, 
and,  till  now,  peculiar  to  the  humane  republicans  of  New 
England.  Mr.  John  Itapelje,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Mr.  James 
Coggeshal,  have  been  seized  on  their  way  to  join  General 
Howe,  with  a  quantity  of  sheep  in  their  possession  ;  however, 
the  latter  afterwards  escaped,  and  found  means  to  carry  a 
number  of  fat  wethers  to  the  army. 

Mr.  John  Foxcroft,  postmaster-general,  Mr.  Dashwood, 

1  Constitutional  Gazette,  August  26. 
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Mr.  Smith  Ramage,  Messrs.  Hugh  and  Alexander  "Wallace, 
and  Mr.  Abraham  Lott,  the  treasurer,  are  committed  to  gaol, 
hiring  refused  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Congress  ; 
in  short,  every  one  suspected  of  an  hostile  disposition  to  that 
body,  are  disarmed  and  conducted  into  a  d — nable  durance, 
which  was  the  case  of  the  venerable  chief  justice  llorsmanden, 
who,  at  eighty,  was  hurried  into  the  country  by  a  party  of  ruf- 
fians ;  but  he  proved  80  troublesome  on  the  journey,  that  they 
chose  to  leave  him  on  the  road,  without  performing  the  injunc- 
tions of  their  demagogues. 

Frequent  have  been  the  messages  from  General  Howe  to 
Mr.  Washington,  and  Colonel  Patterson  has  also  been  repeat- 
edly in  conference  with  the  latter;  but  it  seems  that  Mr. 
Washington's  ultimatum  was,  that  he  would  hearken  to  no 
propositions  from  the  British  commissioners.  The  Phcenix 
and  Rose  men-of-war,  have  passed  up  the  North  River  about 
twenty-four  miles,  where  they  were  attacked  by  row  galleys 
and  floating  batteries,  all  which  they  either  burnt  or  sunk, 
with  a  vast  number  of  men.  It  was  a  dangerous  serv  ice,  and 
to  the  honor  of  Captain  Hyde  Parker  and  Captain  James 
Wallace,  most  intrepidly  and  effectually  performed.  They  are 
just  returned,  having  expended  all  their  ammunition. 

On  my  arrival  in  General  Howe's  camp,  I  found  Mr.  Cort- 
landt  Skinner  appointed  colonel,  and  Mr.  John  Morris,  late  of 
the  47th  regiment,  lieutenant-colonel  of  a  corps  consisting  of 
fifteen  hundred  loyal  Americans,  and  Major  Rogers,  the  famous 
partisan  in  the  last  war,  colonel  of  a  corps  of  rangers.  The 
Hessians  arrived  here  on  the  12th  instant,  full  of  health 
and  ardor  for  immediate  service.  The  guards,  on  their  arrival, 
Mere  ordered  to  land  and  refresh  themselves  after  a  tedious 

• 

Voyage,  but  they  desired  to  be  led  on  directly  to  action,  in  re- 
sentment of  the  atrocious  insults  to  their  King  and  country. 
Their  impatience  was  beyond  expressing,  when  they  were  told 
of  some  indignities  lately  offered  to  the  statue  of  their  royal 
sovereign  in  New  York.  I  find  the  whole  British  army  is  now 
increased  to  between  twenty-four  and  twenty-five  thousand  men, 
and  not  more  than  one  hundred  sick  and  disabled  men  among 
them. 
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Some  people,  lately  arrived  here  from  Philadelphia,  tell  ns 
that  Mr.  J.  Dickinson  is  employed  by  the  Congress,  in  digest- 
intr  a  code  of  laws  for  the  United  States  of  America.  "We  are 
informed  that  Mr.  John  Alsop,  one  of  the  New  York  dele- 
lias  i  reaped  from  the  Congress,  and  is  on  Long  Island, 
on  his  way  to  join  General  Howe.  Dr.  Peter  Middleton,  Mr. 
Thcophilns  Baehe,  Mr.  Philip  John  Livingstone,  sheriff  of 
I  )ucliess  county,  Mr.  John  Watts,  jun.,  recorder  of  New  York, 
Mr.  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  and  Messrs.  Robert  and  Samuel 
Anchmuty,  are  lately  arrived  in  this  island,  having  narrowly 
escaped  from  their  pursuers. 

Lady  Johnson  is  seized  by  order  of  General  Schuyler,  by 
way  of  reprisal  for  Sir  John,  her  husband,  who  has  taken  an 
active  and  loyal  part,  at  the  head  of  his  faithful  Mohawks. 
These  have  declared  that,  should  the  least  injnry  be  done  to 
her,  they  would  desolate  and  extirpate  every  person  and  prop- 
erty belonging  to  this  same  general.  A  person  just  escaped 
from  New  York  informs  us,  that  there  is  again  a  fresh  hunt  for 
the  friends  of  government,  who  are  called  Tories,  and  that  Mr. 
Augustus  Van  Home,  Mr.  Vincent  Pearce  Ashfield,  Captain 
Haradd,  Mr.  John  Roome,  jun.,  Mr.  John  Stone  Fairholme, 
and  Captain  Tumbull,  late  of  the  Royal  Americans,  are  made 
prisoners ;  Captain  Archibald  Kennedy,  of  the  royal  navy,  is 
confined  in  Morristown,  and  Governor  Franklin,  accompanied 
by  that  merry  heart,  David  Mathews,  Mayor  of  New  York, 
now  under  sentence  of  death  for  eminent  proofs  of  loyalty  to 
his  King  ami  the  old  constitution,  are  removed  into  Connecti- 
cut government  for  the  better  security  of  their  persons.  Early 
this  morning  a  jwtiaugre^  with  sixteen  of  the  provincial  sol- 
diers, completely  armed,  arrived  here.  They  found  means  to 
desert  to  us,  ami  have  each  man  received  £3  currency  for  their 
firelocks;  the  general  has  disposed  of  them  on  board  the  men- 
of-war,  to  act  as  marines.  Five  gnineas  a  man  is  given  for  re- 
cruits, who  daily  enter  in  great  numbers.  We  are  told  by 
persons  escaped  from  Jersey,  that  Lord  Stirling,  who  com- 
manded and  was  reconnoitring  at  Amboy,  was  killed  by  * 
cannon  ball  from  our  batteries,  and  that  he  was  buried  at  that 
place.    Colonel  Guy  Johnson  is  arrived  here  from  England. 
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On  the  passage  in  a  Halifax  packet,  a  privateer  engaged  her ; 
but  after  Captain  Boulderson  had  gallantly  defended  his  ship 
three  glasses,  the  adventurer  ended  the  contest  by  a  retreat. 
On  this  occasion  Dr.  Constable  received  a  wound,  but  is  likely 
to  do  well.  The  episcopal  churches  in  New  York  are  all  shut 
up,  the  prayer  books  burned,  and  the  ministers  scattered  abroad 
in  this  and  neighboring  provinces. 

It  is  now  the  Puritan's  high  holiday  season,  and  they  enjoy 
it  with  rapture  all  over  the  continent.  Their  behavior  exactly 
assimilates  the  manners  of  the  king-killingr  tribe  during  the 
English  grand  rebellion,  but  perhaps  they  may  soon  find  an 
alteration  in  their  spirits,  from  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  a 
general  attack  of  the  island  of  New  York,  <fcc,  for  which  prep- 
arations are  now  making.  The  whole  army  is  on  ship  board ; 
General  Clinton  with  the  guards,  Highlanders,  and  some  other 
troops,  is  to  land  and  attack  the  enemy's  posts  on  Long  Island. 
Lord  Cornwallis  is  on  the  point  of  departure,  with  a  consider- 
able detachment  of  troops,  round  Long  Island,  and  to  land  at 
Xew  Rochelle,  near  West  Chester ;  and  General  Howe,  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  to  proceed  up  the  North  River, 
and  make  a  descent  into  West  Chester  county,  as  nearly  oppo- 
site as  possible  to  the  place  where  Lord  Cornwallis  may  secure 
a  landing.  Should  General  Howe  succeed  in  this  arrange- 
ment, it  will  be  difficult  for  Mr.  Washington  to  move  from  the 
island  of  New  York,  so  that  a  general  engagement  may  be 
expected. 

We  fancy  that  several  days  will  elapse  before  the  attack  is 
made,  to  give  time  for  Lord  Cornwallis  to  get  into  the  Sound, 
Wore  General  Howe  attempts  his  landing  in  West  Chester 
county.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Washington's  magazines  arc  all  in 
Cortlandt's  Manor,  and  to  get  possession  of  them  must  surely 
be  an  object  of  General  Howe's  serious  attention,  and  an  ad- 
ditional inducement  to  attempt  a  landing  in  the  rear  of  the 
provincial  forces.1 

A  corb espondent  wishes  some  able  hand  would  undertake 

1  Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  Staten  Island ;  Upcott,  iv.  383. 
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to  describe  General  Lee's  march  from  Boston  to  Charleston, 
and  would  point  out  the  remarkable  circumstances  of  his  meet- 
ing General  Clinton  at  New  York  the  day  he  arrived  there; 
of  his  finding  him  in  Hampton  Road  when  he  came  to  Vir- 
Generai  lm<*  gm*a »  °f  Clinton's  leaving  Cape  Fear  just  after 
ubiquity.     ]jjg  arrival  in  North  Carolina ;  and  of  his  unlucky 
f'nuj  at  Fort  Sullivan.    The  world  must  have  a  high  opinion 
of  General  Lee's  activity  and  vigilance,  when  they  read  of  his 
march  of  more  than  eleven  hundred  miles,  and  of  the  cirenra- 
stanri  -  attending  it  throughout  ;  and  Clinton  himself  most  look 
on  General  Lee  as  his  evil  genius,  thus  haunting  him  along  a 
coast  of  such  vast  extent,  and  meeting  him  at  last  in  PhilippL1 

So  early  as  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Sixth,  of  France,  (the 
time  of  our  Henry  the  Fourth,)  the  French  King  (Charles) 
gave  a  masquerade,  in  which  himself  and  five 

Tar  and  Feathers.  °         .  *    .  ,    .  .  . 

courtiers  disguised  their  persons  to  imitate  satyrs, 
by  covering  their  naked  bodies  with  close  linen  habits,  winch 
habits  were  then  to  be  besmeared  with  rosin,  on  which  down 
was  stuck  all  over.  One  of  the  company,  in  a  frolic,  touched 
one  of  these  satyrs  with  a  lighted  torch,  as  they  were  dancing 
in  a  ring ;  the  consequence  was,  all  the  six  masques  or  satyrs 
were  enveloped  in  flames  instantaneously.  Four  of  the  6ix 
died  immediately,  and  the  King  never  recovered  the  fright  and 
disorder  occasioned  by  the  accident." 

• 

August  20. — Last  Friday  two  fire-ships,  commanded  by 
Captains  Fosdyke  and  Thomas,  gentlemen  volunteers  of  rank 

Bnttio  on  the   m  *ne  annv  °f  *ue  United  States,  proceeded  up 
Hudson  mver.  ^  ^orth  River  with  intent  to  give  a  suitable 

wanning  to  those  piratical  gentry  that  have  infested  it  6ince 

the  12th  of  July  last. 

The  night  was  dark  and  favorable  to  the  design,  and  tiio 

enemy  did  not  perceive  our  vessels  till  they  were  near  aboard 

of  them.   Captain  Fosdyke  grappled  the  Phoenix,  but  the  fire 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  September  3. 
*  Middlesex  Journal,  August  20. 
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not  communicating  so  soon  as  was  expected,  she  disentangled 
herself  in  about  twenty  minutes,  after  sustaining  considerable 
damage  in  her  rigging.  Captain  Thomas  fell  on  board  one  of 
the  tenders,  which  was  soon  consumed  ;  and  we  are  truly  sorry 
to  inform  the  public  this  intrepid  commander  is  yet  missing. 
This  gallant  enterprise  struck  so  great  a  panic  upon  the  enemy, 
that  they  thought  it  prudent  to  quit  their  stations ;  and  yester- 
day, taking  advantage  of  a  fresh  wind  at  S.  E.,  attended  with 
considerable  rain,  they  run  the  gauntlet,  through  a  great  num- 
ber of  well-directed  shots  from  our  batteries  in  and  near  New 
York,  which  no  doubt  must  have  damaged  them  much. 

Our  galleys  played  smartly,  and  followed  the  ships  a  con- 
siderable distance  into  the  bay.  The  enemy's  fire  seemed  to 
be  mostly  directed  upon  the  city,  as  the  tops  of  the  houses 
were  crowded  with  spectators ;  but  very  little  damage  was 
done  to  the  buildings,  nor  any  lives  lost  upon  the  occasion.1 

ArGrsT  22. — Tnis  night  we  have  reason  to  expect  the  grand 
attack  from  our  barbarian  enemies  ;  the  reasons  why,  follow  : 
The  niMit  before  last,  a  lad  went  over  to  Staten  ....  v 

o  »  Attack  on  New 

Ldand,  supped  there  with  a  friend,  and  got  safe  York 
back  again  undiscovered.  Soon  after  he  went  to  General 
Washington,  and  upon  good  authority  reported,  that  the 
English  army,  amounting  to  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand,  had 
embarked  and  were  in  readiness  for  an  engagement ;  that 
seven  ships  of  the  line,  and  a  number  of  other  vessels  of  war, 
were  to  surround  this  city  and  cover  their  landing ;  that  the 
Hessians,  being  fifteen  thousand,  were  to  remain  on  the  island 
and  attack  Perth  Amboy,  Elizabeth  town  Point,  and  Bergen, 
while  the  main  body  were  doing  their  best  at  New  York  ;  that 
the  Highlanders  expected  America  was  already  conquered,  and 
that  they  were  only  to  come  over  and  settle  on  our  lands,  for 
which  reason  they  had  brought  their  churns,  ploughs,  &c.  ; 
being  deceived,  they  had  refused  fighting,  upon  which  account 
General  Howe  had  shot  one,  hung  five  or  six,  and  flogged  many. 
Last  evening,  in  a  violent  thunder  storm,  Mr.  (a  very 

'  FennfljlY&nia  Evening  Poet,  August  20. 
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intelligent  person)  ventured  over.  lie  brings  much  the  same 
account  as  the  above  lad,  with  this  addition  : — that  all  the 
horses  on  the  island  were  by  Howe's  orders  killed,  barrelled  up, 
and  put  on  board — the  wretches  thinking  they  could  get  no 
landing  at  New  York,  and  of  consequence  be  soon  out  of 
provision ;  that  the  Tories  were  used  cruelly,  and  with  the  High- 
landers were  compelled  to  go  on  board  the  ships  to  fight  in  the 
character  of  common  soldiers  against  us.  The  British  army  are 
prodigiously  incensed  against  the  Tories,  and  curse  them  as 
the  instruments  of  the  war  now  raging.  Mr.  further  in- 
forms, that  last  night  the  fleet  was  to  come  up,  but  the  thun- 
der storm  prevented.  The  truth  of  this  appears,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  about  three  thousand  red  coats  landing  at  ten 
o'clock  this  morning  on  Long  Island,  where  by  this  time  it  is 
supposed  our  people  are  hard  at  it.  There  is  an  abundance  of 
smoke  to-day  on  Long  Island,  our  folks  having  set  fire  to  stacks 
of  hay,  &c.,  to  prevent  the  enemy's  being  benefited  in  ease 
they  get  any  advantage  against  us.  All  the  troops  in  New 
York  arc  in  high  spirits,  and  have  been  under  arms  most  of 
the  day,  as  the  fleet  have  been  in  motion,  and  are  now,  as  is 
generally  thought,  only  waiting  for  a  change  of  tide.  Forty- 
eight  hours  or  less,  will  determine  it  as  to  New  York,  oue 
way  or  the  other. 

The  thunder  storm  of  last  evening  was  one  of  the  most 
dreadful  we  ever  witnessed ;  it  lasted  from  seven  to  ten  o'clock. 
Several  claps  struck  in  and  about  New  York.  Many  houses 
were  damaged,  and  several  lives  lost.  Three  officers,  a  cap- 
tain and  two  lieutenants,  belonging  to  Colonel  M'Dougtl'fl 
regiment,  were  struck  instantly  dead.  The  points  of  their 
swords,  for  several  inches,  were  melted,  with  a  few  silver  dol- 
lars they  had  in  their  pockets;  they  (the  persons)  were  seem- 
ingly roasted.  A  dog  in  the  same  tent  was  also  killed,  and  a 
soldier  near  it  struck  blind,  deaf,  and  dumb.  One  in  the  main 
street  was  killed,  as  likewise  ten  on  Long  Island.  Two  or 
three  were  much  burnt,  and  greatly  hurt.  "When  God  speaks, 
who  can  but  fear  ? 1 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  August  28. 
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Auocst  2G. — Tuesday  last,  a  number  of  ships  with  troops 
on  board,  sailed  from  Staten  Island  out  of  the  Narrows ;  next 
day  they  were  followed  by  many  more,  and  about  Bruuh  Troop. 

*    .  ,     ■  m         j  •  .  ,      Und  on  Long 

ten  o  clock  Ihursuav  morning,  about  ten  thousand  i»i*n<i. 
men  landed  between  New  Utrecht  and  Gravesend,  on  Long 
Island.  Friday,  a  party  of  them  came  and  took  possession  of 
Flatbush,  which  immediately  brought  on  a  very  hot  lire  from 
the  Americans,  who  are  advantageously  posted  in  the  woods, 
and  on  every  eminence  round  that  place. 

The  advanced  party  of  the  regulars  are  encamped  a  little 
to  tiie  north-west  of  Flatbush  church,  and  have  a  battery 
somewhat  to  the  westward  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Vanderbilts,  from 
whence  they  continue  to  fire  briskly  on  our  people,  who  often 
approach  and  discharge  their  rifles  within  two  hundred  yards 
of  their  works.  We  have  had  only  four  men  wounded  since 
the  enemy  landed,  but  we  were  certain  many  of  them  fell ;  and 
a  Hessian  was  killed  last  Friday.  Several  dollars  were  found 
in  his  pocket,  and  he  had  an  excellent  rifle.  Many  of  the 
regulars  are  in  rifle  dresses.1 

August  30. — About  twelve  o'clock  last  Monday  night, 
(26th,)  we  were  alarmed  by  the  return  of  some  of  our  scout- 
ing parties,  who  advised  us  that  the  English  were  B.ttleof 
in  motion,  and  coming  up  the  island,  with  several  Wan<L 
field-pieces.  It  was  generally  thought  not  to  be  the  main 
body,  but  only  a  detachment,  with  a  view  to  possess  them- 
selves of  some  advantageous  heights.  On  which  near  three 
thousand  men  were  ordered  out,  consisting  chiefly  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania and  Maryland  troops,  to  attack  them  on  their  march. 
About  6unrise  the  next  morning,  (27th,)  we  came  up  with  a 
very  large  body  of  them. 

The  Delaware  and  Maryland  battalions  made  one  party. 
Colonel  Atlee  with  his  battalion,  a  little  before  us,  had  taken 
post  in  an  orchard  and  behind  a  barn  ;  and,  on  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  he  gave  them  a  very  severe  fire,  which  he  brave- 
ly kept  up  for  a  considerable  time,  until  they  were  near  sur- 

1  Freeman's  Journal,  September  7. 
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rounding  him,  when  he  retreated  to  the  woods.  The  enemy 
then  advanced  to  us,  upon  which  Lord  Stirling,  who  com- 
manded, drew  us  up  in  a  line,  and  offered  them  battle  in  the 
true  English  taste.  The  British  army  then  advanced  within 
about  three  hundred  yards  of  us,  and  began  a  very  heavy  tire 
f  rom  their  cannon  and  mortars,  for  both  the  balls  and  shells  flew 
very  fast,  now  and  then  taking  off  a  head.  Our  men  stood  it 
amazingly  well — not  even  one  of  them  showed  a  disposition 
to  shrink. 

Our  orders  were  not  to  fire  until  the  enemy  came  within 
fifty  yards  of  us ;  but  when  they  perceived  we  stood  their  fire 
so  coolly  and  resolutely,  they  declined  coming  any  nearer,  al- 
though treble  our  number.  In  this  situation  we  stood  from 
sunrise  till  twelve  o'clock,  the  enemy  firing  upon  us  the  chief 
part  of  the  time,  when  the  main  body  of  their  army,  by  a 
route  we  never  dreamed  of,  had  entirely  surrounded  us  and 
drove  within  the  lines,  or  scattered  in  the  woods  all  our  men 
except  the  Delaware  and  Maryland  battalions,  who  were  stand- 
ing at  bay  with  double  their  number.  Thus  situated,  we  were 
ordered  to  attempt  a  retreat,  by  fighting  our  way  through  the 
enemy,  who  had  posted  themselves,  and  nearly  filled  every 
field  and  road  between  us  and  our  lines.  "We  had  not  retreated 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  we  were  fired  upon  by  an  advanced 
part  of  the  enemy,  and  those  upon  our  rear  were  playing  upon 
us  with  their  artillery.  Our  men  fought  with  more  than  Ro- 
man virtue,  and  would  have  stood  until  thev  were  shot  down 
to  a  man.  AVe  forced  the  advanced  party,  which  first  attacked 
us,  to  give  way,  through  which  opening  we  got  a  passage  down 
to  the  side  of  a  marsh,  seldom  before  waded  over,  which  we 
passed,  and  then  swam  a  narrow  river,  all  the  time  exposed  to 
the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  companies  commanded  by  Captains 
1  Ramsey  and  Scott  were  in  the  front,  and  sustained  the  first 
lire  of  the  enemy,  when  hardly  a  man  fell. 

The  whole  of  the  right  wing  of  our  battalion,  thinking  it 
impossible  to  march  through  the  marsh,  attempted  to  force 
their  way  through  the  woods,  where  they  were  almost  to  a  man 
killed  or  taken.  The  Maryland  battalion  has  lost  two  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  men,  amongst  whom  are  twelve  officers.  Cap- 
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tains  Yeazey  and  Bowey,  the  first  certainly  killed ;  Lieuten- 
ants Bntler,  Sterrct,  Dent,  Courier,  Muse.  Prowl,  Ensigns 
Coats  and  Fernandes  ;  who  of  them  are  killed  or  who  prison- 
ers, is  vet  uncertain.  Many  of  the  officers  lost  their  swords 
and  gnns.  We  have  since  entirely  abandoned  Long  Island, 
bringing  off  all  our  military  stores.' 

Generals  Sullivan  and  Stilling  are  both  prisoners;  Colonels 
Atlee,'  Miles,  and  Piper,  are  also  taken.  There  are  about  a 
thousand  men  missing  in  all ;  we  took  a  few  prisoners.  By  a 
lieutenant  we  took,  we  understand  thev  had  about  twentv-three 

'  WW 

thonsand  men  on  the  island  that  morning.  Most  of  our  gen- 
erals were  on  a  liigh  hill  in  our  lines,  viewing  us  with  glasses. 
When  we  began  our  retreat,  thev  could  see  the  enemv  we  had 
to  pass  through,  though  we  could  not.  Many  of  them  thought 
would  surrender  in  a  body,  without  firing.  "When  we  be- 
gan  the  attack,  General  Washington  wrung  his  hands,  and 
cried  ont,  "Good  God,  what  brave  fellows  I  must  this  day 
lose/'  Major  Guest  commanded  the  Maryland  battalion,  the 
colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel  being  both  at  York ;  Captains 
Adams  and  Lucas  were  sick.  The  major,  Captain  Ramsey, 
and  Lieutenant  Plunket,  were  foremost,  and  within  forty  yards 
of  the  enemy's  muzzles,  when  they  were  fired  upon  by  the  en- 
emy, who  were  chiefly  under  cover  of  an  orchard,  save  a  few 

1  General  Washington  called  a  council,  and  it  was  determined  to  retreat  early 
fo  the  evening  of  tho  29th,  but  the  strong  tide  and  a  furious  wind  from  the  eust 
prevented  it.  About  half-past  eleven,  however,  the  wind  changed  to  tlie  southerly, 
aod  the  hoats  passed  and  repassed  with  perfect  safety.  In  our  suspense,  we  all 
pnyed  for  relief,  and  surely  the  Lord  was  with  us,  for  we  were  not  only  accom- 
modated with  a  changing  of  the  wind,  but  a  fog  overhung  our  army  and  con- 
waled  our  redoubts,  until  the  last  soldier  landed  in  Now  York.  We  all  feel  sore, 
bat  swear  well  do  better  in  our  next  trial,  which  we  are  anxiously  expecting. — 
Ldterfrom  Ettlcul  Cornell.9 

'  Samuel  John  Atlee  commanded  a  Pennsylvania  company  in  the  French  war. 
After  his  capture  at  Long  Island,  he  remained  a  long  period  with  the  British,  and 
moo  after  his  release  was  appointed  a  commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Indiana.  In 
1780  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  and  was  a  member  of  the  committee  npnoinfed 
to  investigate  the  case  of  the  mutiny  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  in  1781.  He 
<kd  it  Philadelphia  in  November,  1780. 

•  l-ienViuint-roU^H  Cornell,  of  Scltnate,  in  Ms.«wnusottA.  He  commanded  the  regiment 
1*  »tkh  C»j»uin  Stephen  OIney  served.— Sc*  Mn.  William*  »  We  of  Olnty. 
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that  showed  themselves  and  pretended  to  give  up,  clubbing 
their  firelocks  until  we  came  within  that  distance,  when  thev 
immediately  presented  and  blazed  in  our  faces.  They  entirely 
overshot  us,  and  killed  some  men  away  in  the  rear.'  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  dropping  one  of  them  the  first  fire  I 
made;  I  was  so  near  that  I  could  not  miss.  I  discharged  my 
rifle  seven  times  that  day  as  deliberately  as  ever  I  did  at  a 
mark,  and  with  as  little  perturbation.* 

August  31. — A  FEW  days  ago,  a  most  infamous  letter  from 


1  Another  account  of  this  action  is  given  as  follows : — The  great,  the  import- 
ant day,  big  with  the  fate  of  America  and  liberty,  seems  to  draw  near.  The 
British  troops  began  to  land  on  Long  Island  last  Thursday,  nearly  their  whole 
force,  supposed  to  be  more  than  twenty  thousand  British  and  foreign  troops. 
They  marched  through  the  small  town  of  Utrecht,  on  their  way  to  Flalbush, 
another  town  about  five  miles  from  New  York,  near  which  they  encamped ;  but  were 
much  harassed  by  our  riflemen.    Scouting  parties  were  sent  from  our  army  to  the 
adjacent  woods,  but  were  rather  scanty  in  their  numbers,  considering  the  extent 
of  ground  they  had  to  guard.    The  British  forces,  in  three  divisions,  taking  three 
different  roads,  and  the  advantage  of  the  night,  almost  surrounded  the  whole  of 
our  out  parties,  who,  though  encircled  with  more  than  treble  their  numbers, 
bravely  fought  their  way  through  the  enemy,  killing  great  numbers  of  them,  and 
brought  off  some  prisoners.    The  New  York  first  battalion  behaved  with  great 
bravery.    Lord  Stirling's  brigade  sustained  the  hottest  of  the  enemy's  Are;  it 
consisted  of  Colonel  Milcs's  two  battalions,  Colonel  Atlee's,  Colonel  SmallwoodV, 
and  Colonel  Hutch's  regiments ;  they  were  all  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  had 
to  fight  their  way  through  the  blaze  of  their  fire — they  fought  and  foil  like 
Homans!     Lieutenant-Colonel  Parry,  of  the  Pennsylvania  musketry,  was  shot 
through  the  head  as  he  was  giving  orders  to,  and  animating  his  men.    The  major 
part  of  Colonel  Atlee's  and  Colonel  Piper's  regiments  are  missing.    Doctor  Davis 
und  his  mate  were  both  taken  prisoners  as  they  were  dressing  a  wounded  person  in 
the  woods.    Colonel  Miles  is  missing,  (a  truly  amiable  character,)  and  supposed  to 
be  slain.    General  Parsons,  with  seven  men,  came  in  yesterday  morning  much  fa- 
tigued, being  for  ten  hours  in  the  utmost  danger  of  falling  into  the  enemy's  hand*. 
Our  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  are  imagined  to  be  about  one  thousand;  bat 
for  our  encouragement  the  missing  are  hourly  coming  in.    Our  out guards  have 
retreated  to  the  main  body  of  the  army  within  the  lines.    The  British  army  have 
two  encampments  about  a  mile  from  our  lines,  and  by  their  manoeuvres  'tis  plain 
they  mean  to  attack  us  by  surprise,  and  storm  our  iutrenchments.    Our  men  I  how 
the  greatest  bravery,  and  wish  them  to  come  to  action.    The  firirg  continued  u» 
terday  all  the  day. — Pennsylvania  Journal,  September  11. 

•  Extract  of  a  letter  from  New  York,  September  1,  in  the  Freeman's  Journal, 
September  28. 
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Colonel  Zedwitz  to  Tryon,  the  late  governor  of  New  York, 
was  intercepted  and  fell  into  our  hands.1  After  presenting 
his  compliments  in  a  formal  manner  to  Lord 
Howe,  aud  begging  the  contents  of  his  letter 
to  be  explained  to  him,  Zedwitz  proceeds  to  profess  a  con- 
sciousness that  the  world  will  censure  him  for  his  treachery  in 
corresponding  with  the  enemy  of  those  in  whose  service  he  had 
engaged ;  but  he  apologizes  for  himself  by  appealing  to  the 
governor  as  a  person  who  knew  he  had  been  forced  to  accept 
his  commission  for  fear  of  ruin  to  himself  and  family  ;  and  as 
he  had  engaged  through  compulsion  (a  most  villanom  //V,  for 
he  solicited  for  it)  from  a  rebellious  mob,  he  infers  that  he  can 
be  under  no  obligation  to  conform  to  his  engagements.  Besides 
this,  he  observes  that  previous  to  his  entrance  in  the  conti- 
nental army,  he  took  the  governor's  advice  on  the  occasion, 
and  promised  to  do  ail  he  could  in  his  new  capacity,  for  his 
Majesty's  service. 

Tie  next  declares  that  ever  since  his  return  from  Canada, 
he  had  been  laying  plans  for  the  performance  of  his  promise, 
and  was  in  a  fair  way  of  doing  something,  when  Forbes  and 
the  mayor  were  detected  in  their  conspiracy,"  which  obliged 
him  to  lav  aside  his  schemes:  as  Forbes  had  indiscreetly  men- 
tioned  to  the  court  on  his  trial  a  message  from  Governor  Try  on 
to  him,  to  wit:  "that  he  would  make  his  fortune  if  he  would 
execute  a  certain  commission."  This,  he  says,  rendered  him 
suspected,  and  for  the  present  frustrated  his  designs.  How- 
ever, as  an  instance  that  he  was  returning  into  favor,  he  in- 
forms the  governor  that  General  Washington  had  lately  em- 
ployed  him  to  translate  a  paper  into  high  German,  which  was 
to  be  printed  and  distributed  among  the  Hessian  troops.  He 
advises  to  keep  a  good  look-out. 

In  his  next  paragraph,  he  invents  this  abominable  false- 
hood, that  he  had  lately  seen  four  villains  at  General  W.'s 
house,  with  fourteen  bottles  of  a  mixture  as  black  as  ink*  with 
which  they  were  to  poison  the  watering  place  on  Statcn  Island, 
and  were  to  receive  a  recompense  of  one  thousand  pounds 
each  from  the  general. 

1  Clifl's  Diary.  ■  See  page  253,  ante. 
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He  then  informs,  that  a  person  always  near  the  general, 
who  was  a  friend  to  the  King,  though  an  interested  one,  had 
offered  to  furnish  him  with  weekly  returns  of  the  strength  and 
detail  of  the  army  till  December,  for  the  sum  of  four  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling,  to  be  paid  beforehand  in  hard  gold ;  that 
he  had  proposed  a  reward  of  two  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  he  therefore  desires  (if  the  plan  be 
agreeable)  that  the  money  might  be  immediately  conveyed  to 
him.  lie  concluded  with  informing  them  that  he  shortly  ex- 
pected a  full  colonel's  commission,  with  the  command  of  the 
three  forts  up  the  North  River. 

The  wickedness  of  this  despicable  man  was  discovered  by 
the  person  whom  he  engaged  to  convey  his  letter.  He  endeav- 
ored to  debauch  one  Steen,  who,  being  a  German,  in  but  in- 
different circumstances,  and  unemployed  in  our  service,  he  im- 
agined would  be  a  proper  instrument  for  his  purpose.  But 
Steen  perceiving  his  intention,  and  being  an  honest  man  and  a 
friend  to  the  country,  only  amused  him  with  a  seeming  com- 
pliance till  he  got  his  letter  into  his  hands,  and  then,  without 
delay,  had  it  laid  before  the  general. 

Zedwitz,  on  his  trial,  acknowledged  the  letter  to  be  his  own, 
but  pleaded  that  it  was  intended  merely  as  a  trick  upon  the 
enemy,  to  extract  from  them  two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  in 
lieu  of  certain  expenses  he  had  put  himself  to  in  raising  a  regi- 
ment in  Germany,  at  the  request  of  the  Marquis  of  Granby, 
for  which  ho  had  never  been  reimbursed.  The  verdict  of  the 
court-martial  is  not  yet  known,  but  'tis  supposed  he  will  suffer 
according  to  the  merit  of  his  crime.' 

September  3. — General  Howe  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  late  action  on  Long  Island: — On  the  twenty-second 

B*ttic  of  °f  l*8*  month,  in  the  morning,  the  British,  with 
Long  i«imml  Colonel  Donop's  corps  of  Chasseurs  and  Hessian 
grenadiers,  disembarked  near  Utrecht  on  Long  Island,  without 
opposition,  the  whole  being  landed  with  forty  pieces  of  can- 
non, in  two  hours  and  a  half,  under  the  direction  of  Coinino- 


1  renofylvania  Journal,  September  4. 
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dore  Ilotham,  Ueutenant-General  Clinton  commanding  tho 
first  division  of  the  troops. 

The  enemy  had  only  small  parties  upon  the  coast,  who, 
upon  the  approach  of  the  boats,  retired  to  the  woody  heights 
commanding  a  principal  pass  on  the  road  from  Flatbush  to 
their  works  at  Brooklyn.  Lord  Cornwallis  was  immediately 
detached  to  Flatbush  with  the  reserve,  two  battalions  of  light 
infantry,  and  Colonel  Donop's  corps,  with  six  field-pieces,  hav- 
ing orders  not  to  risk  an  attack  upon  the  pass,  if  he  should 
find  it  occupied ;  which  proving  to  be  the  case,  his  lordship 
took  post  in  the  village,  and  the  army  extended  from  the  ferry 
at  the  Narrows,  through  Utrecht  and  Gravesend,  to  the  village 
Of  Flatland. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  Lieutenant-General  de  Heister,  with 
two  brigades  of  ITessians  from  Staten  Island,  joined  the  army, 
leaving  one  brigade  of  his  troops,  a  detachment  of  the  14th 
regiment  from  Virginia,  some  convalescents  and  recruits,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dairy mple,  for  the  secu- 
rity of  that  island. 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  Lieutenant-Gen eral  de  Heister  took 
post  at  Flatbush,  and  in  the  evening  Lord  Cornwallis,  with 
the  British,  drew  off  to  Flatland.  About  nine  o'clock,  the 
same  night,  the  van  of  the  army,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Clinton,  consisting  of  light  dragoons  and  brigade  of 
light  infantry,  tho  reserve  under  the  command  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, excepting  the  42d  regiment,  which  was  posted  to  the 
left  of  the  Hessians,  the  first  brigade,  and  the  71st  regiment, 
with  fourteen  field-pieces,  began  to  move  from  Flatland  across 
the  country  through  the  new  lots,  to  seize  a  pass  in  the 
heights,  extending  from  east  to  west  along  the  middle  of  the 
ieland,  and  about  three  miles  from  Bedford,  on  the  road  to 
Jamaica,  in  order  to  turn  the  enemy's  left,  posted  at  Flat- 
hush. 

General  Clinton  being  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
pass,  about  two  hours  beifore  daybreak,  halted  and  settled 
hia  dispositions  for  the  attack.  One  of  his  patrols,  falling  in 
with  a  patrol  of  tho  enemy's  officers,  took  them,  and  the 
general  learning  from  their  information  that  tho  rebels  had 
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not  occupied  the  pass,  detached  a  battalion  of  light  infantry 
to  secure  it,  and,  advancing  with  his  corps,  upon  the  first 
appearance  of  day,  possessed  himself  of  the  heights,  with  such 
a  disposition  as  must  have  insured  success,  had  he  found  the 
enemy  in  force  to  oppose  him. 

The  main  body  of  the  army,  consisting  of  the  guards,  2d, 
3d,  and  5th  brigades,  with  ten  field-pieces,  led  by  Lord  Percy, 
marched  soon  after  General  Clinton,  and  halted  an  hour  before 
day  in  his  rear.  This  column  (the  country  not  admitting  of 
two  columns  of  march)  was  followed  by  the  49th  regiment,  with 
four  medium  twelve-pounders,  and  the  baggage  closed  the  rear 
with  a  separate  guard. 

As  soon  as  these  corps  had  passed  the  heights,  they  halted 
for  the  soldiers  to  take  a  little  refreshment,  after  which  the 
march  was  continued,  and  about  half  an  hour  past  eight 
O'clock,  having  got  to  Bedford,  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 
left,  the  attack  was  commenced  by  the  light  infantry  and 
light  dragoons  upon  large  bodies  of  the  rebels  having  cannon, 
who  were  quitting  the  wood  heights  before  mentioned,  to  return 
to  their  lines,  upon  discovering  the  march  of  the  army. 
Instead  of  which,  they  were  driven  back,  and  the  army  still 
moving  on  to  gain  the  enemy's  rear,  the  grenadiers  and  32d 
regiment  being  in  front  of  the  column,  soon  approached  within 
inuskct-shot  of  the  enemy's  lines  at  Brooklyn,  from  whence 
these  battalions,  without  regarding  the  fire  of  cannon  and 
small  arms  upon  them,  pursued  numbers  of  the  rebels  that 
were  retiring  from  the  heights  so  close  to  their  principal 
redoubt,  and  with  such  eagerness  to  attack  it  by  storm,  that  it 
required  repeated  orders  to  prevail  upon  them  to  desist  from 
the  attempt.  Had  they  been  permitted  to  go  on,  it  is  my 
opinion  they  would  have  carried  the  redoubt ;  but  as  it  waa 
apparent  the  lines  must  have  been  ours  at  a  very  cheap  rate, 
by  regular  approaches,  I  would  not  risk  the  loss  that  might 
have  been  sustained  in  the  assault,  and  ordered  them  back  to 
a  hollow  way,  in  the  front  of  the  works,  out  of  the  reach  of 
musketrv. 

Lieutenant-Gcneral  de  Heister  began  soon  after  daybreak 
to  i\>  nnonade  the  enemy  in  his  front,  and,  upon  the  approach 
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of  our  right,  ordered  Colonel  Donop's  corps  to  advance  to  the 
attack  of  the  hill,  following  himself  at  the  head  of  the  brigades. 
The  light  infantry,  about  that  time,  having  been  reinforced  by 
the  light  company,  the  grenadier  company,  and  two  other 
companies  of  the  guards,  who  joined  them  with  the  greatest 
activity  and  spirit,  had  taken  three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  were 
warmly  engaged  with  very  superior  numbers  in  the  woods, 
when,  on  the  Hessians  advancing,  the  enemy  gave  way,  and 
was  entirely  routed  in  that  quarter. 

On  the  left,  Major-General  Grant,  having  the  fourth  and 
sixth  brigades,  the  42d  regiment,  and  two  companies  of  the 
Xew  York  Provincials,  raised  by  Governor  Tryonin  the  spring, 
advanced  along  the  coast  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  to  divert 
the  enemy's  attention  from  their  left.  About  midnight,  he 
fell  in  with  their  advanced  parties,  and  at  daybreak  with  a 
large  corps,  having  cannon  and  advantageously  posted,  with 
whom  there  was  skirmishing,  and  a  cannonade  for  some  hours, 
until  hy  the  firing  at  Brooklyn,  the  rebels,  suspecting  their 
retreat  would  be  cut  off,  made  a  movement  to  their  right,  in 
order  to  secure  it  across  a  swamp  and  creek,  that  covered  the 
right  of  their  works ;  but  being  met  in  their  way  by  a  party  of 
2d  grenadiers,  who  were  soon  after  supported  by  the  71st 
regiment,  and  General  Grant's  left  coming  up,  they  suffered 
considerably.  Numbers  of  them,  however,  did  get  into  the 
morass,  where  many  were  suffocated  or  drowned. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  detached  from  the  lines  where 
General  Putman  commanded,  was  not  less,  from  the  best 
aceonnts  I  have  had,  than  ten  thousand  men,  who  were  under 
the  orders  of  Major-General  Sullivan,  Brigadier-Generals  Lord 
Stirling  and  AVoodhull.  Their  loss  is  computed  to  be  about 
thirty-three  hundred  killed,  wounded,  prisoners,  and  drowned, 
with  five  field-pieces  and  one  howitzer  taken. 

On  the  part  of  the  King's  troops,  five  officers,  and  fifty-six 
non-commissioned  officers  and  rank  and  file  are  killed  ;  twelve 
officers,  and  two  hundred  and  fortv-five  non-commissioned 
officers  and  rank  and  file  are  wounded  ;  one  officer  and  twenty 
grenadiers  of  the  marines  taken,  by  mistaking  the  enemy  for 
the  Hessians. 
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The  Hessians  had  two  .privates  killed,  three  officers,  and 
twenty-three  rank  and  file  wounded.  The  wounds  arc  in 
general  very  slight.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Monckton  is  shot 
through  the  body,  but  there  are  the  greatest  hopes  of  his 
recovery. 

The  behavior  of  both  officers  and  soldiers,  British  and 
Hessians,  was  highly  to  their  honor.  More  determined  courage 
and  steadiness  in  troops  have  never  been  experienced,  or  a 
greater  ardor  to  distinguish  themselves,  as  all  those  who  had 
opportunity  amply  evinced  by  their  actions. 

In  the  evening  of  the  27th,  the  army  encamped  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  works.  On  the  28th,  at  night,  broke  ground  six 
hundred  yards  distant  from  a  redoubt  upon  their  left,  and  on 
the  29th,  at  night,  the  rebels  evacuated  their  intrenchments,  and 
Red  Hook,  with  the  utmost  silence,  and  quitted  Governor's 
Island  the  following  evening,  leaving  their  cannon  and  a 
quantity  of  stores,  in  all  their  works.  At  daybreak  on  the 
30th,  their  flight  was  discovered  ;  the  pickets  of  the  line  took 
possession,  and  those  most  advanced  reached  the  shore 
opposite  to  New  York,  as  their  rear  guard  was  going  over,  and 
fired  some  shot  among  them. 

The  enemy  is  still  in  possession  of  the  town  and  island  of 
New  York,  in  force,  and  making  demonstration  to  oppose  us 
in  their  works  on  both  sides  of  King's  Bridge. 

The  inhabitants  of  Long  Island,  many  of  whom  had  been 
forced  into  rebellion,  have  all  subuuttod,  and  are  ready  to  take 
the  oaths  of  allegiance.1 

September  4. — We  hear  that  the  main  body  of  our  enemy's 
army  are  now  encamped  near  Ilellgate;  to  which  place  they 
have  transported  a  number  of  boats  over  land ; 

Now  T"ort 

and  it  is  supposed  they  intend  to  cross  and  land  a 
little  above  their  encampment,  and  attack  our  army  near  King's 
Bridge,  where  we  are  making  great  preparations  to  receive 
them. 

General  Sullivan  and  Lord  Stirling,  who  were  both  miss- 

*  tatter  from  General  Howe  to  Lord  George  Germaine ;  Upcott,  ir.  401. 
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ing  after  the  battle  of  the  27th  ult.,  are  both  alive  and  well ; 
the  former,  on  his  parole,  having  obtained  leave  to  go  to  Con- 
gress last  Saturday,  passed  New  York  on  his  way  to  Philadel- 
phia. It  is  said  his  business  is  to  obtain  an  exchange  of  him- 
self and  Lord  Stirling,  for  General  Prescott,  a  prisoner  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  General  McDonald,  a  prisoner  in  North 
Carolina. 

Since  our  troops  have  evacuated  Long  Island,  the  Tories 
and  regulars  treat  the  friends  of  their  country  with  great  se- 
verity and  cruelty.  Colonel  "YVoodhull,  late  President  of  the 
New  York  Congress,  for  refusing  to  give  up  his  side  arms,  was 
wounded  on  the  head  with  a  cutlass,  and  had  a  bayonet  thrust 
through  his  arm. 

By  some  people  who  left  Huntingdon  last  Monday,  we  hear 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Suffolk  county  were  to  give  up  their 
arms  vesterdav. 

Yesterdav  sixtv-four  women  landed  at  Milford  from  Long 
Island,  and  we  hear  numbers  are  coming  off  daily  to  the  con- 
tinent. 

Colonel  Zedwitz  has  had  his  trial,  and  has  been  acquitted 
by  a  casting  vote.    He  is  yet  held  a  prisoner. 

A  letter  from  New  York  mentions  that  when  the  Tories  on 
Long  Island  went  to  congratulate  General  Howe  on  his  suc- 
cess in  driving  the  rebels  from  thence,  he  replied  they  ought 
rather  to  condole  him  on  the  loss  of  eighteen  hundred  brave 
men,  and  three  generals.1 

September  6*. — A  meeting  of  a  large  body  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Long  Island,  New  York,  was  held,  at  which  the  fol- 
lowing speech  was  delivered  by  an  American  re-  I(iUnd 
cruiting  officer  in  the  Provincials,  now  raising  &p««ch. 
for  his  Majesty's  service,  by  order  of  his  Excellency  General 
Howe : — 

Gentlemen,  Friends,  and  Countrymen  : — Being  appointed 
by  his  Excellency  General  Howe  to  raise  a  corps  of  Provin- 
cials for  his  Majesty's  service,  I  readily  engage  in  the  attempt 

1  Freoman'a  Journal,  September  14  and  28. 
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from  principle,  and  in  consequence  of  the  fullest  conviction 
that  there  are  yet  very  many  among  us  who  still  retain  the 
most  unshaken  loyalty  to  our  gracious  sovereign,  and  zealous 
attachment  to  the  blessings  of  the  British  constitution  ;  who 
have  long  been  anxious  to  wipe  away  from  our  country  the  re- 
proach of  a  supposed  universal  revolt  and  disaffection  of  the 
Americans ;  and  who  are  prompted  as  well  by  inclination,  as 
by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  tes- 
tifying by  their  conduct  a  continuance  of  their  allegiance  to 
his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  and  a  willing  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  necessary  and  constitutional  supremacy  of  the  Brit- 
ish legislature  over  the  whole  empire. 

It  is  irksome  to  censure  any  collective  bodies  of  our  coun- 
trymen— we  wish  their  conduct  had  been  less  culpable.  I  am 
confident  we  all  hope  that  the  sword  of  justice  may  be  directed 
by  the  hand  of  compassion — that  the  guilty  may  be  reclaimed, 
and  that  the  deluded  may  be  received  with  tenderness  and 
mercy.  But,  gentlemen,  now  is  the  time  to  exert  our  endeav- 
ors if  we  wish  to  rescue  ourselves  from  the  evils  of  Republican 
tyranny,  or  our  country  from  ruin.  The  misrule  and  persecutions 
of  committees,  conventions,  and  Congresses  are  no  longer  to  bo 
endured  ;  they  have  become  insupportable — they  are  too  enor- 
mous for  description.  There  are  none  of  us  but  what  have  al- 
ready either  seen  or  felt  the  cruelty  and  oppression  of  their 
Republican  despotism.  Without  effecting  one  salutary  pur- 
pose, those  self-created  bodies  have  violated  all  the  sacred  ties 
of  civil  society,  prostrated  all  law  and  government,  and  ar- 
bitrarily usurped  an  absolute  control  over  the  natural  rights, 
the  reason,  and  the  consciences  of  their  fellow-subjects.  In- 
stead of  supporting  constitutional  liberty,  and  redressing  pub- 
lic grievances,  the  special  purposes  of  their  original  associa- 
tions, they  have  denied  their  fellow-citizens  the  greatest  and 
most  valuable  of  all  possible  privileges :  those  of  personal  lib- 
erty, and  freedom  of  speech.  Instead  of  endeavoring,  by 
dutiful  representations  in  a  constitutional  method,  for  a  recon- 
ciliation with  the  parent  state,  and  thereby  restoring  to  us  the 
innumerable  benefits  and  advantages  of  the  former  happy 
union  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  they  have  most 
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unjustifiably  and  perversely  erected  the  standard  of  independ- 
encv.  This  is  not  all.  They  have  increased  and  multiplied 
the  distresses  of  poverty  and  want  among  our  poor.  They 
have,  moreover,  deliberately  involved  their  country  in  all  the 
turbulence  of  faction,  in  all  the  evils  of  anarchy  and  licen- 
tiousness ;  and  to  complete  the  transcendent  enormity  of  their 
crimes  against  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  America,  as  well 
as  the  state  to  which  we  are  united  by  the  ties  of  nature,  and 
bound  by  every  civil,  moral,  and  political  obligation,  they 
have  disregarded  the  liberal  and  benevolent  declaration  of  his 
Majesty's  commissioners  of  peace,  and  with  the  most  obdurate 
and  unfeeling  dispositions  for  the  distresses  of  their  country- 
men, obstinately  and  wickedly  precipitated  the  whole  British 
continent  of  America  into  all  the  guilt  of  rebellion,  and  all  the 
horrors  and  calamities  of  a  civil  war.  In  a  few  words,  gentle- 
men, they  have  deluded  the  populace,  they  have  betrayed  their 
trust,  they  have  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  public,  they 
have  ruined  our  country.  Not  to  oppose  them  and  their 
measures,  were  criminal.  Not  to  join  and  assist  the  King's 
forces  at  this  time  would  bo  at  once  unwise,  unmanly,  and 
ungrateful.  And,  gentlemen  and  countrymen,  permit  me  to 
add,  that  the  repeated  assurances  which  have  been  given  by 
the  friends  of  government  and  good  order,  of  their  readiness 
to  enter  into  his  Majesty's  service,  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt 
of  the  most  immediate  and  honorable  success.  Your  loyaltv 
to  your  King,  your  duty  to  your  country,  your  regard  for  your 
wives  and  children,  the  cause  of  violated  justice  and  of  injured 
majesty,  all  call  aloud  for  your  strenuous  aid  and  united  en- 
deavors in  assisting  the  roval  army  and  navv  in  re-establishing 
the  authority  of  his  Majesty's  government  in  the  colonies,  and 
with  it  a  return  to  America  of  those  happier  days  we  all  have 
seen,  when  the  voice  of  peace  and  plenty  was  heard  in  our 
land,  and  we  experienced,  under  the  protection  and  benignity 
of  the  British  State,  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of  such  constitu- 
tional and  established  liberties  and  privileges  as  were  equal  to 
our  wishes,  and  known  only  to  British  subjects.1 

*  Gainc's  Mercury,  October  14. 


Digitized  by  Google 


303  DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION.  [1776. 

September  7. — Since  our  victory  over  Mr.  Washington  and 
his  dirty  pack  of  New  England  long-faces,  we  have  received 
several  challenges  from  the  rebel  camp,  to  fight  man  to  man. 
Mr.  Washington,  who  is  one  of  the  most  capable  men  in  the 
rebel  army,  don't  seem  to  know  that  he  might  send  his  mes- 
sages in  by  a  flag,  and  therefore  we  receive  most  of  them  on 
the  wind.' 

TnE  following  letter  to  Lord  Yisconnt  Ilowe,  commander- 
in-chief  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  forces  in  North  America,  is 
Letter u>     published  in  the  paper  of  to-day:* — My  Lord: 
Lord  Howe,    j  am  ^0]j  t]lere  js  grCat  exultation  among  the 

English  and  mercenary  troops  under  your  lordship's  command, 
on  account  of  the  late  victory  they  obtained  with  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men,  (having  a  large  train  of  artillery  and  many 
light  horse  to  assist  them  in  the  work,)  over  three  thousand 
Americans,  having  neither  artillery  nor  horse  to  oppose  their 
enemies  with.  Your  army  was  commanded  by  a  great  many 
generals,  colonels,  &c,  which,  by  superior  cunning  or  general- 
ship, had  inclosed  this  handful  of  Americans,  in  full  confi- 
dence of  taking  captive  all  that  they  spared  alive ;  but  the 
courage  of  these  men  baffled  your  hopes,  who  after  laying 
great  numbers  of  their  enemies  dead,  that  opposed  their  re- 
treat, more  than  two-thirds  reached  their  own  lines  in  safety ; 
therefore,  we  think  you  have  no  cause  to  exult. 

My  Lord,  I  assure  you  the  Americans  are  not  in  the  least 
dispirited  at  this  unequal  defeat;  but,  on  the  contrary,  are 
much  exasperated  that  you  should  act  so  cowardly  in  attack- 
ing three  thousand  men  badly  provided,  with  at  least  ten  thou- 
sand of  your  veteran  English  troops,  accompanied  by  thou- 
sands of  orang-outang  murdering  brutes.  The  Americans 
wish  for  an  opportunity  to  fight  the  invaders  of  their  once 
happy  land,  on  an  equal  footing,  and  let  the  fate  of  America 
rest  on  the  issue  of  this  conflict. 

The  mode  we  would  propose  is  as  follows,  and  which  we 

I         1  MS.  letter  from  John  Hawk. 

■  Signed  "  Fairbattle,"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  September  7. 
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are  anxious  for  your  lordship  to  adopt ;  and,  it  being  equitable, 
and  your  lordship  being  famed  for  generosity  of  sentiment,  we 
have  no  doubt  of  succeeding  to  your  wish.  Let  your  lord- 
ship select  ten  thousand  of  your  best  troops  and  officers,  with 
your  lordship  at  their  head ;  draw  them  up  on  the  extensive 
plains  of  Long  Island,  where  you  will  have  every  opportunity 
of  displaying  your  great  abilities.  Arrange  them  in  whatever 
manner  you  please ;  then  let  an  equal  number  of  Americans 
form  themselves  in  battalia,  and  let  each  army  be  provided  in 
all  respects  equal,  with  trains  of  artillery,  and  all  other  offen- 
sive weapons ;  then,  on  a  given  signal,  begin  the  attack,  and 
leave  the  issue  to  the  God  of  armies.  This  is  what  the  Amer- 
icans have  requested  me  to  propose  to  Lord  llowe ;  and  the 
sooner  he  agrees  to  the  proposal  the  better. 

September  9. — Sdjce  the  retreat  of  our  army  from  Long 
Island,  the  British  have  extended  themselves  a  considerable 
length  on  the  shore  bordering  the  Sound,  and  on  Armi«i 
Tuesday  a  large  number  of  them  landed  on  Black-  •tNew  Tork- 
well's  Islaud ;  but  the  shot  from  our  batteries  soon  made  them 
recross  the  river.  On  Wednesday,  a  ship  from  the  fleet,  sup- 
posed to  be  a  frigate,  passed  between  Governor's  Island  and 
Red  Hook,  and  that  evening  reached  a  position  in  the  Sound 
abreast  of  the  island  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  :  when, 
under  cover  of  her  guns,  they,  the  next  day,  again  came  over  to 
it  in  large  bodies.  This  brought  on  a  brisk  cannonade  for  near- 
ly two  hours,  in  which  the  ship  sustained  so  great  a  damage  in 
her  hull,  as  obliged  her  to  move  close  in  with  the  Long  Island 
shore,  for  shelter  from  our  shot  and  bombs.  At  the  same  time 
of  attack,  a  firing  also  began  from  the  enemy's  batteries  on 
Long  Island,  opposite  New  York,  which  was  returned  with 
such  spirit  by  our  people,  in  their  fortresses  at  and  about  the 
ship  yards,  that  they  have  given  us  little  or  no  annoyance 
since,  from  that  quarter. 

Several  men-of-war  now  lie  within  gun-shot  of  our  main 
battery,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  fleet  is  stationed  behind 
Governor's  Island,  though  they  have  lately  had  very  favorable 
winds  to  come  up  to  New  York ;  which  gives  us  reason  to 
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think  they  do  not  mean  to  attack  it  by  water,  until  they  know 
the  success  of  their  forces  in  attempting  to  land  on  York  island. 

Last  Thursday,  a  barge  was  seen  in  the  East  River,  sound- 
ing the  channel,  where  it  is  obstructed  by  scuttled  vessels  ;  but 
she  soon  made  off,  in  consequence,  it  is  supposed,  of  observ- 
ing our  people  at  the  main  fort,  preparing  to  give  her  a  suitable 
salutation.1 

September  10. — Yesterday  morning,  about  eleven  o'clock, 
the  British  troops,  under  cover  of  a  tremendous  fire  from  eight 
British  rater  or  tcn  ships-of-war,  effected  a  landing  near  Mr. 
Sew  York.  Stuv  vesant's  house  in  the  Bowerv,  and  in  a  few 
hours  after  took  possession  of  the  city  of  New  York.  About 
the  same  time,  the  Asia  man-of-war  and  two  other  ships  pro- 
ceeded up  the  North  River,  but  were  very  roughly  handled  by 
the  American  battery  at  Powle's  Hook.  This  morning,  at 
daylight,  the  Asia  came  down  much  faster  than  6he  went  up, 
she  and  her  consorts  having  narrowly  escaped  destruction  by 
four  of  our  fire  ships  that  run  in  among  them.* 

A  party  from  the  enemy  attacked  the  Americans,  when 
a  battle  ensued,  and  continued  about  two  hours,  when  the 
enemy  gave  way,  and  were  pursued  about  two  miles.  In 
this  action,  the  brave  and  intrepid  Colonel  Knowlton,'  of  Ash- 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  September  14.       '  Freeman's  Journal,  Oct.  5. 

*  Thomas  Knowlton  was  born  in  the  town  of  Boxford,  Massachusetts,  in  No- 
vember, 1740,  and  when  a  child,  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ashford,  in  Con- 
necticut. Before  be  was  sixteen  years  old,  he  served  as  a  private  in  the  old 
French  war,  and,  in  1760,  he  accompanied  General  Lyman  at  the  siege  of  Havana. 
On  his  return  to  Ashford  he  married  and  became  a  farmer,  in  the  employment  of 
which  he  continued  until  the  battle  of  Lexington.  Soon  after  that  occurrence,  he 
wis  chosen  captain  of  the  Ashford  militia  company,  and  set  off  for  the  American 
camp,  arriving  there  in  time  to  take  an  important  part  in  the  battle  of  Breed's 
Hill.*  He  was  present  at  the  action  on  Long  Island,  and  was  actively  engaged  iu 
the  army  until  he  received  the  fatal  wound.  After  he  was  wounded  he  was  re- 
moved from  the  field,  and  expired  about  sunset.  In  his  death  the  country  sus- 
tained a  great  loss.  His  gallantry,  on  all  occasions,  commanded  the  highest  re- 
spect of  Washington,  who,  in  alluding  to  his  death,  said,  "  He  would  have  been  an 
honor  to  any  country."— See  Washington1*  Official  Letters,  vol.  i.,  p.  248. 

•  Seepage.  97  aad  193,  aate. 
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ford,  in  Connecticut,  was  killed ;  and  it  is  said  Colonel  Seldon, 
of  Lyme,  is  among  the  slain.  The  loss  the  enemy  sustained 
is  said  to  have  been  very  considerable.  Our  army  is  now  be- 
twecn  the  nine  and  ten  mile  stones,  (Harlem,)  where  they  are 
strongly  fortitied  and  intrenched.  The  enemy's  lines  are 
about  one  mile  and  a  half  below  them.' 

September  22. — Yesterday  there  was  a  terrible  fire  in 
New  York.  It  broke  out  first  at  the  most  southerly  part  of  the 
citv,  near  White  Hall,  and  was  discovered  be-  i>»yni  account  of 

the  Firo  In  Now 

tween  twelve  and  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  York, 
wind  blowing  very  fresh  from  the  south,  and  the  weather 
exceeding  dry.  The  rebel  army  having  carried  oft'  all  the  bells 
of  the  city,  the  alarm  could  not  be  speedily  communicated,  and 
very  few  of  the  citizens  were  in  town,  most  of  them  being 
driven  out  by  the  calamities  of  war,  and  several,  of  the  first 
rank,  sent  prisoners  to  New  England  and  other  distant  parts. 
A  few  minutes  after  the  fire  was  discovered  at  "White  Hall,  it 
was  observed  to  break  out  in  five  or  six  other  places,  at  a 
considerable  distance. 

In  this  dreadful  situation,  when  the  whole  city  was  threat- 
ened with  destruction,  Major-General  Robertson,  who  had  the 
chief  command,  sent  immediately  for  two  regiments  that  were 
encamped  near  the  city,  placed  guards  in  several  streets,  and 
took  every  other  precaution  that  was  practicable  to  ward  off 
the  impending  ruin.  Lord  Howe  ordered  the  boats  of  the 
fleet  to  be  manned,  and  after  landing  a  large  number  of 
officers  and  seamen  to  assist  us,  the  boats  were  stationed  on 
each  side  of  the  city  in  the  North  and  East  Rivers,  and  the 
lines  near  the  royal  army  were  extended  across  the  island, 
as  it  manifestly  appeared  the  city  was  designedly  set  on 
fire. 

The  fire  raged  with  inconceivable  violence,  and  in  its 
destructive  progress  swept  away  all  the  buildings  between 
Broad  street  and  the  North  River,  almost  as  high  as  the  City 
Hall ;  and  from  thence,  all  the  houses  between  Broadway  and 
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the  North  River,  as  far  as  King's  College,  a  few  only  excepted. 
Long  before  the  main  fire  reached  Trinity  church,  that  large, 
ancient,  and  venerable  edifice  was  in  flames,  which  baffled 
every  effort  to  suppress  them.  The  steeple,  which  was  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet  high,  the  upper  part  wood,  and  placed 
on  an  elevated  situation,  resembled  a  vast  pyramid  of  fire, 
exhibiting  a  most  grand  and  awful  spectacle.  Several  women 
and  children  perished  in  the  fire.  Their  shrieks,  joined  to  the 
roaring  of  the  flames,  the  crush  of  falling  houses,  and  the  wide- 
spread ruin  which  everywhere  appeared,  formed  a  scene  of 
horror  great  beyond  description,  which  was  still  heightened 
by  the  darkness  of  the  night.  Besides  Trinity  church,  the 
rector's  house,  the  charity  school,  the  old  Lutheran  church, 
and  many  other  fine  buildings,  were  consumed.  St.  Paul's 
church  and  King's  College  were  directly  in  the  line  of  fire,  but 
saved  with  very  great  difficulty.  After  raging  about  ten 
hours,  the  fire  was  extinguished  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock  this  morning. 

During  this  complicated  scene  of  devastation  and  distress, 
at  which  the  most  savage  heart  might  relent,  several  persons 
were  discovered  with  large  bundles  of  matches,  dipped  in 
melted  rosin  and  brimstone,  attempting  to  set  fire  to  the 
houses.  A  New  England  man,  who  had  a  captain's  commis- 
sion under  the  Continental  Congress,  and  in  their  service,  was 
seized,  having  these  dreadful  implements  of  ruin.  On  being 
searched,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  was  found  upon 
him.  General  Robertson  rescued  two  of  those  incendiaries 
from  the  enraged  populace,  (who  had  otherwise  consigned  them 
to  the  flames,)  and  reserved  them  for  the  hand  of  deliberate 
justice.  One  "White,  a  carpenter,  was  observed  to  cut  the 
leather  buckets  which  conveyed  water;  he  also  wounded,  with 
a  cutlass,  a  woman  who  was  very  active  in  handing  water. 
This  provoked  the  spectators  to  such  a  degree,  that  they 
instantly  hung  him  up.  One  of  those  villains  set  fire  to  the 
college  and  was  seized ;  many  others  were  detected  in  the 
like  crime  and  secured. 

The  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  the  seamen  and  soldiers, 
greatly  exerted  themselves,  often  with  the  utmost  hazard  to 
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themselves,  and  showed  all  that  alertness  and  activity  for 
which  they  are  justly  celebrated  on  such  occasions.  To  their 
vigorous  efforts  in  pulling  down  such  wooden  buildings  as 
would  conduct  the  fire,  it  is  owing,  under  Providence,  that  the 
whole  city  was  not  consumed ;  for  the  number  of  inhabitants 
was  small,  and  the  pumps  and  fire-engines  were  very  much  out 
of  order.  This  last  circumstance,  together  with  the  removal  of 
our  bells,  the  time  and  place  of  the  fire's  breaking  out,  when  the 
wind  was  south,  the  city  bein£  set  on  fire  in  so  many  different 
places  nearly  at  the  same  time,  so  many  incendiaries  being 
caught  in  the  very  act  of  setting  lire  to  houses;  these,  to  men- 
tion no  other  particulars,  clearly  evince,  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt,  that  this  diabolical  affair  was  the  result  of  a  pre- 
concerted, deliberate  scheme.  Thus,  the  persons  who  called 
themselves  our  friends  and  protectors,  were  the  perpetrators 
of  this  atrocious  deed,  which  in  guilt  and  villany,  is  not  infe- 
rior to  the  Gun-powder  Plot ;  whilst  those  who  were  held  up 
as  our  enemies  were  the  people  who  gallantly  stepped  forth,  at 
the  risk  of  their  lives,  to  snatch  us  from  destruction.  Our  dis- 
tress was  very  great  before,  but  this  disaster  has  increased  it 
tenfold.  Many  hundreds  of  families  have  lost  their  all,  and 
are  reduced  from  a  state  of  affluence  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  want 
and  wretchedness — destitute  of  shelter,  food,  and  clothing. 

Surely  "  there  must  be  some  chosen  curse — some  secret 
thunder  in  the  stores  of  heaven,  red  with  uncommon  wrath  to 
blast"  the  miscreants  who  thus  wantonly  sport  with  the  lives, 
property,  and  happiness  of  their  fellow-creatures,  and  unfeel- 
ingly doom  them  to  inevitable  ruin.1 

1  Xew  York  Mercury,  September  30,  1776,  and  Freeman's  Journal,  January  7, 
1777  : — Mr.  David  Grim,  a  merchant  in  New  York,  who  saw  the  conflagration,  has 
left  the  following  account  of  it : — It  commenced  in  a  small  wooden  house,  on  the 
wharf,  near  Whitehall  slip,  which  was  then  occupied  by  a  number  of  men  and 
women  of  a  bad  character.  The  fire  begnn  late  at  night.  There  being  but  a  few 
inhabitants  in  the  city,  in  a  short  time  it  raged  tremendously.  It  burned  all  the 
bouses  on  the  east  side  of  Whitehall  slip,  and  the  west  side  of  Brond  street  to 
Beaver  street.  A  providential  and  happy  circumstance  occurred  at  this  time  ;  the 
wind  was  then  southwesterly.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  wind  veered 
to  the  southeast ;  this  carried  the  flames  of  the  fire  to  the  northwestward,  and 
burned  both  sides  of  Beaver  street  to  the  cast  side  of  Broadway,  then  crossed 
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This  day,  one  Hale,1  in  Xew  York,  on  suspicion  of  being  a 
spy  was  taken  up  and  dragged  without  ceremony  to  the  execu- 
tion post,  and  hung  up.  General  Washington  has  since  sent 
in  a  flag,  supposed  to  be  on  that  account. 

Broadway  to  Beaver  lane,  and  burning  all  the  houses  on  both  sides  of  Broadway, 
with  some  few  houses  in  New  street  to  Rector  street,  and  to  John  Harri-M>n's,  E-q-, 
three-story  brick  house,  which  house  stopped  the  fire  on  the  cast  side  of  Broad* 
way  ;  from  thence  it  continued  burning  all  the  houses  in  Lumber  street,  and  those 
in  the  rear  of  the  houses  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway  to  St.  Paul's  church,  then 
continued  burning  the  houses  on  both  sides  of  Partition  street,  and  all  the  houses 
in  the  rear  (again)  of  the  west  side  of  "Broadway  to  the  North  River.  The  fire  did 
not  stop  until  it  got  into  Mortkile  6treet,  now  Barclay  street.  The  college  yard 
and  tlic  vacant  ground  in  the  rear  of  the  same,  put  an  end  to  this  awful  and 
tremendous  fire.  Trinity  church  being  burned,  was  occasioned  by  the  flakes  of 
fire  that  fell  on  the  south  side  of  the  roof.  The  southerly  wind  fanned  those  flakca 
of  fire  in  a  short  time  to  an  amazing  blaze,  and  it  soon  became  out  of  human 
power  to  extinguish  the  same ;  the  roof  of  this  noble  edifice  being  po  steep  that 
no  person  could  go  on  it.  St.  Paul's  church  was  in  the  like  perilous  situation. 
The  roof  being  flat,  with  a  balustrade  on  the  eaves,  a  number  of  citizens  went  on 
the  same,  nnd  extinguished  the  flakes  of  fire  as  they  fell  on  the  roof.  Thus  hap- 
pily was  this  beautiful  church  saved  from  the  destruction  of  this  dreadful  fire, 
which  threatened  the  ruin  thereof  and  that  of  the  whole  city.  The  Lutheran 
church  being  contiguous  to  the  houses  adjoining  the  same  fire,  it  was  impossible 
to  save  it  from  destruction.  This  fire  was  so  furious  and  violently  hot,  that  no 
person  could  go  near  it,  and  there  were  no  fire  engines  to  be  had,  at  that  time,  in 
the  city. — Barber1*  New  York,  p.  303. 

A  correspondent  at  Harlem,  on  the  26th  wrote : — Friday  last  was  discovered 
a  vast  cloud  of  smoke  arising  from  the  north  part  of  the  city,  which  continued 
till  Saturday  evening.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  Broadway  from  the  new 
City  Hall  down  to  Whitehall  is  laid  in  ashes.  Our  friends  weje  immediately  sus- 
pected, and  according  to  the  report  of  a  flag  of  truce  who  came  to  our  lines  soon 
after,  those  who  were  found  on  or  near  the  spot  were  pitched  into  the  conflagra- 
tion ;  some  hanged  by  the  heel",  and  others  by  their  necks  with  their  throats  cut. 
Iuhuman  barbarity ! — Freeman's  Journal,  October  5. 

'  Nathan  nale  was  a  descendant  of  John  Hale,  first  minister  of  Banhy,  Mas- 
sachusetts. Ho  was  the  sixth  child  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Hale,  and  was  born 
in  Coventry,  Connecticut.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1773,  with  distin- 
guished honors.  Of  his  private  history  little  is  known.  The  subjoined  account 
was  published  some  time  after  his  execution.— The  following  it  a  genuine  specimen 
of  Tory  benevolence,  and  may  be  depended  upon  a*  real  matter  of  fact : — 

"  Samuel  Hale,  late  of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  after  his  elopement 
from  thence,  visited  an  uncle  in  Connecticut,  where  he  was  hospitably  entertained ; 
but  as  his  uncle  was  a  Whig,  and  had  a  son,  a  young  gentlemnn  of  a  liberal  edu- 
cation and  most  amiable  disposition,  who  strongly  felt  for  his  bleeding  country, 
and  being  very  active  in  the  military  way,  was  urged  and  prevailed  upon  to  take 
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September  29. — A  few  days  ago  one  Dr.  Hull,  belonging 
to  Wallingford,  Connecticut,  was  drummed  out  of  his  regiment, 
at  the  American  camp  at  Harlem,  for  selling  sol- 
diers certificates  that  they  were  unfit  for  duty. 
He  charged  eight  pence  for  each  man,  and  any  one  in  his  regi- 
ment might  have  had  a  certificate  for  that  sum.  He  deserves 
to  be  advertised  as  a  scoundrel  as  much  as  AVentworth.1 

Since  the  victory  at  Charleston,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
southern  colonies  arc  more  unanimous  and  spirited  in  support 
of  the  cause  of  American  Independence  than  they  gwmiel  A<lanu, 
were  before.  A  very  artful  speech  made  at  &i**<*> 
Philadelphia  by  Samuel  Adams  (who  is  esteemed  by  all  as 
one  of  the  most  subtle  men  in  the  Congress)  to  a  very  numer- 
ous body  of  the  citizens,  militia,  tfcc,  has  almost  irritated 
them  to  madness  against  Great  Britain,  and  made  them  re- 
solve to  conquer  or  die  in  the  cause  they  have  espoused.' 

a  commission  in  the  Continental  army ;  consequently  Samuel  was  obliged  to  eon- 
duct  with  caution,  and  counterfeit,  as  well  as  lie  could,  a  whiggish  phiz  while  he 
tarried,  which,  however,  was  but  a  short  time,  before  he  made  his  escape  to  Gen- 
eral Hove  in  New  York.  Some  time  after  this,  Captain  Hale,  at  the  request  of 
the  general,  went  into  New  York  in  disguise,  and  having  nearly  accomplished  his 
designs,  whom  should  he  meet  but  his  aforesaid  cousin  Samuel,  whom  he  attempted 
to  shun,  but  Sam  knew  him  too  well.  Captain  Hale  soon  found  he  was  advertised, 
and  so  particularly  described  that  he  could  not  get  through  Long  Island ;  he 
therefore  attempted  to  escape  by  the  way  of  King's  Bridge,  and  so  far  succeeded 
as  to  get  to  the  outer  guard,  where  he  was  suspected,  apprehended,  carried  back 
and  tried,  and  yet  would  have  been  acquitted  had  not  his  affectionate  and  grateful 
cousin  Samuel  appeared  and  made  oath,  that  he  was  a  captain  in  the  Continental 
army,  and  that  he  was  in  there  as  a  spy;  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  imme- 
diately hung  up.  However,  at  the  gallows  he  made  a  sensible  aiid  spirited  speech, 
among  other  things  told  them  they  were  shedding  the  blood  of  the  innocent,  and 
that  if  he  had  ten  thousand  lives,  he  would  lay  them  all  down,  if  called  to  it,  in 
defence  of  this  injured,  bleeding  country. 

"The  Printers  throughout  the  continent  are  desired  to  exhibit  this  tragical 
scene  to  the  public,  that  they  may  see  what  mercy  they  are  to  expect  if  they  fall 
into  the  hands  of  Tories."— Freeman"*  Journal,  February  18,  1777. 

1  Jonathan  Wentworth,  of  New  Hampshire.  ■  Upcott,  iv.  897. 
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October  1. — A  writer  in  the  London  Gazette,  in  a  letter1 
to  the  lord  mayor,  says : — I  was  last  week  on  board  the  Amer- 
TheTMike*    *can  privateer  called  the  Yankee,  commanded  by 

rriratoer.  Captain  Johnson,  and  lately  brought  into  this 
port  by  Captain  Ross,  who  commanded  one  of  the  West  India 
sugar  ships,  taken  by  the  privateer  in  July  last ;  and,  as  an 
Englishman,  I  earnestly  wish  your  lordship,  who  is  so  happily 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  great  city,  (justly  famed  for  its  great 
humanity  even  to  its  enemies,)  would  be  pleased  to  go  like- 
wise, or  send  proper  persons,  to  6ee  the  truly  shocking,  and  I 
may  say,  barbarous  and  miserable  condition  of  the  unfortu- 
nate American  prisoners,  who,  however  criminal  they  may  be 
thought  to  have  been,  are  deserving  of  pity,  and  entitled  to 
common  humanity. 

They  are  twenty-five  in  number,  and  all  inhumanly  shut 
close  down,  like  wild  beasts,  in  a  small,  stinking  apartment, 
in  the  hold  of  a  sloop,  about  seventy  tons  burden,  without  a 
breath  of  air,  in  this  sultry  season,  but  what  they  receive 
through  a  small  grating  overhead,  the  openings  in  which  are 
not  more  than  two  inches  square  in  any  part,  and  through 
which  the  sun  beats  intensely  hot  all  day,  only  two  or  three 
being  permitted  to  come  on  the  deck  at  a  time ;  and  then  they 
are  exposed  in  the  open  sun,  which  is  reflected  from  the  decks 
and  water  like  a  burning  glass. 

I  do  not  at  all  exaggerate,  my  lord  ;  I  speak  the  truth  ;  and 
the  resemblance  that  this  barbarity  bears  to  the  memorable 

1  Dated  August  8. 
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black  hole  at  Calcutta,  as  a  gentleman  present  on  Saturday 
observ  ed,  strikes  every  one  at  the  sight.  All  England  ought 
to  know  that  the  same  game  is  now  acting  upon  the  Thames 
on  board  this  privateer,  tlrat  all  the  world  cried  out  against, 
and  shuddered  at  the  mention  of  in  India,  some  years  ago,  as 
practised  on  Captain  llollowell,  and  other  of  the  King's 
•     good  subjects. 

The  putrid  steams  issuing  from  the  hold  are  so  hot  and 
offensive,  that  one  cannot,  without  the  utmost  danger,  breathe 
over  it,  and  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if  it  should  cause 
a  plague  to  spread.  The  miserable  wretches  below  look  like  per- 
sons in  a  hot  bath,  panting,  sweating,  and  fainting  for  want  of 
air ;  and  the  surgeon  declares,  that  they  must  all  soon  perish  in 
that  situation,  especially  as  they  are  almost  all  in  a  sickly 
state  with  bilious  disorders. 

The  captain  and  surgeon,  it  is  true,  have  the  liberty  of  the 
cabin,  (if  it  deserves  the  name  of  a  cabin,)  and  make  no  com- 
plaints on  their  own  account.  They  are  both  sensible,  and 
well-behaved  young  men,  and  can  give  a  very  good  ac- 
count of  themselves,  having  no  signs  of  fear,  and  being  sup- 
ported by  a  consciousness  of  the  justice  of  their  cause.  They 
are  men  of  character,  of  good  families  in  New  England,  and 
highly  respected  "in  their  different  occupations ;  but  being  strip- 
ped of  their  all  by  the  burning  of  towns  and  other  destructive 
measures  of  the  present  unnatural  war,  were  forced  to  take  the 
disagreeable  method  of  making  reprisals  to  maintain  them- 
selves and  their  children,  rather  than  starve. 

Numbers  of  gentlemen,  and  friends  of  government,  who 
were  on  board  at  the  same  time,  will  confirm  the  truth  of 
this  my  representation,  being  very  sensibly  touched  themselves 
at  the  horrid  sight. 

English  prisoners,  taken  by  tho  Americans,  have  been 
treated  with  the  most  remarkable  tenderness  and  generosity, 
as  numbers  who  are  safely  returned  to  England  most  freely 
confess,  to  the  honor  of  our  brethren  in  the  colonies.  And  it 
is  a  fact,  which  can  be  well  attested  in  London,  that  this  very 
surgeon  on  board  the  privateer,  after  the  battle  of  Lexington, 
April  nineteenth,  1775,  for  many  days  voluntarily  and  gen- 
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erously,  without  fee  or  reward,  employed  himself  in  dressing 
the  King's  wounded  soldiers,  who  but  an  hour  before  would 
have  shot  him  if  they  could  have  come  at  him,  aud  in  making  a 
collection  for  their  refreshment,  of  wine,  linen,  money,  *fcc, 
in  the  t«»wn  where  he  lived.  This  is  a  real  fact,  of  which  the 
most  ample  testimony  may  be  had. 

The  capture  of  the  privateer  was  solely  owing  to  the  ill- 
judged  lenity  and  brotherly  kindness  of  Captain  Johnson,  who 
not  considering  his  English  prisoners  in  the  same  light  that  he 
would  Frenchmen  or  Spaniards,  put_them  under  no  sort  of 
confinement,  but  permitted  them  to  walk  the  decks  as  freely 
as  his  own  people,  at  all  times.  Taking  advantage  of  this 
indulgence,  the  prisoners  one  day  watching  their  opportunity, 
when  most  of  the  privateer's  people  were  below  and  asleep, 
shut  down  the  hatches,  and  making  all  fast,  had  immediate 
possession  of  the  vessel  without  using  any  force. 

I  shall  conclude  with  saying,  that  though  this  letter  is 
addressed  to  your  lordship,  I  hope  that  all  who  may  read  it, 
and  have  any  influence,  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  gain  the 
necessary  relief ;  and  it  is  humbly  apprehended,  that  the  well 
disposed,  who  are  blessed  with  affluence,  could  not  better 
bestow  their  bounty  than  upon  those  poor  objects.  Vegetables 
and  ripe  fruits  of  all  kinds,  with  porter,  &c,  must  be  very 
Useful,  as  well  as  the  means  to  procure  other  necessaries. 
The  privateer  lies  opposite  to  Iwatcliffc  Cross,  a  mile  and  a 
half  below  the  Tower,  and  by  asking  for  Captain  Johnson, 
admittance  may  be  obtained.1 

Tire  important  day  is  come,  big  with  the  fate  of  millions, 
and  America  now  beckons  to  her  sons  to  kindle  all  their 
native  fire,  push  into  action  every  power,  and 
press  to  the  seas  or  fields  where  Fame  and  Glory 
call.  The  united  wisdom  of  America  in  Congress  has  deter- 
mined that  it  is  necessary  to  the  salvation  of  these  States,  that 
an  army  be  raised  to  serve  during  this  war.  The  wisdom  of 
this  measure  must  appear  to  all ;  therefore  let  us  all  promote 

1  "  Humanhaa,"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Journal,  November  6. 
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it  with  our  utmost  power.  He  that  enlists  into  this  army  of 
freemen,  in  defence  of  every  thing  good  and  great,  enrolls  his 
name  in  Fame's  brightest  temple,  where  it  will  shine  (if  not 
blotted  by  after  misconduct)  with  growing  lustre  down 
applauding  ages;  while  posterity  rises  through  successive 
eras  to  taste  the  bliss  of  freedom  handed  down  by  US, 
their  forefathers;  and  every  infant  tongue  and  hoary  head 
will  bless  our  memory ;  with  rapture  hail  the  day  when  we 
drew  the  sharpened  steel  against  the  Tyrant  George,  and  with 
transports  all  their  own,  pass  down  the  stream  of  time  till 
time  shall  be  no  more ! — I  low  angelic  the  design  to  communi- 
cate felicity  to  all  those  millions  who  may  rise  after  us,  and 
inhabit  these  United  States?  "The  blessings  of  future  ages, 
which  the  conscious  imagination  anticipates,"  crowd  together 
in  the  patriot'*  breast,  and  arc  the  solid  pleasures  which  delight 
his  mind ! 

The  history  of  mankind  bleeds  with  the  destruction  which 
tyranny  ha*  made  in  all  countries  and  nations ;  and  while  we 
weep  over  the  "  tragic  pages  stained  with  the  blood  of  patriot 
citizens,"  they  speak  like  a  voice  of  thunder  in  the  ears  of 
Americans  to  guard  against  the  execrable  monster !  Despotic 
kings,  from  the  days  of  Nimrod  to  this  hour,  have  deluged 
the  world  in  blood,  and  have  been  the  curses  of  mankind  ; — 
but  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  roval  villains,  has  there  been 
one  of  a  more  infernal  character  than  George  the  Third?  Do 
not  our  heroic  ancestors,  who  fled  from  the  tyrannv  of  Britons, 
and  subdued  American  wildernesses  in  spite  of  savage  barbar- 
ity, speak  to  us  from  their  celestial  abodes,  to  defend  the  dear 
inheritance  of  Liberty,  which  they  left  us,  while  Posterity 
mingle  their  cries,  reason  and  religion  unite  their  voice  in  the 
pressing  call !  Imploring  the  assistance  of  Tlim,  who  gave  us 
the  rights  of  humanity,  let  us  with  a  sacred  ardor  and 
unalterable  firmness  watch  over  and  defend  the  rights  of 
America,  "  nor  pause  to  waste  a  coward  thought  on  Life." 

Every  good  mind  must  feel  a  glow  of  gratitude  to  heaven 
for  the  animating  prospect  of  seeing  America  the  asylum  of 
liberty,  the  land  of  virtuous  freedom,  the  seat  of  learning,  of 
industry,  manufactures,  commerce,  and  husbandry ;  the  nurse 
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of  heroes,  the  parent  of  science,  the  bosom  of  virtue,  and  the 
guardian  of  mankind.  The  whole  series  of  divine  dispensa- 
tions, from  the  infant  days  of  our  fathers  in  America,  are  big 
with  importance  in  her  favor,  and  point  to  something  great 
and  good.  If  we  look  round  the  world,  and  view  the  nations 
with  their  various  connections,  interests,  and  dependencies,  we 
shall  see  innumerable  causes  at  work  in  favor  of  this  growing 
country.  Nature  and  art  seem  to  labor,  as  it  were,  travail  iu 
birth,  to  bring  forth  some  glorious  events  that  will  astonish 
mankind,  and  form  a  bright  era  in  the  annals  of  time.' 

TnE  Hessians  plunder  all  indiscriminately,  Tories  as  well  a3 
Whigs ;  if  they  see  any  thing  they  want  they  seize  it,  and  say, 
"  Rebel  good  for  Hesse  man."  A  Tory  complained  to  General 
Howe  that  he  was  plundered  by  the  Hessians.  The  general 
said  he  could  not  help  it — it  was  their  way  of  making  war. 
So  the  friends  of  government  are  protected !  This  is  great  en- 
couragement for  the  Tories.  Lord  Dunmore  told  Lord  Stirling 
he  was  sorry  he  kept  such  company.  His  lordship  replied, 
"  My  lord,  I  have  kept  whiter  company  than  your  lordship  has 
of  late."' 


October  8. — So  vast  a  fleet  was  never  before  seen  together  in 
the  port  of  New  York,  or  perhaps  in  all  America.  The  ships  are 
stationed  up  the  East  River  or  Sound,  as  far  as  Tur- 
Bri,"hF,ect  tie  Bay,  and  near  the  town.  The  multitude  of  masta 
carries  the  appearance  of  a  wood.  Some  are  moored  up  the 
North  River,  others  in  the  bay  between  Red  and  Yellow  Hook  ; 
others,  again,  off  Staten  Island,  and  several  off  Powle's  Hook, 
and  towards  the  kills.  The  men-of-war  are  moored  chiefly  up 
New  York  Sound,  and  make,  with  the  other  ships,  a  very 
magnificent  and  formidable  appearance.  Five  men-of-war 
have  been  detached  from  the  squadron  into  the  North  River, 
above  Greenwich,  probably  to  assist  the  operations  of  the  army 


Freeman's  Journal,  October  29. 
*  Alluding  to  his  enlisting  the  Negroes  of  Virginia  to  fight  against  their 
ters.— Freeman's  Journal,  October  29. 
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against  the  rebels,  who  still  remain  on  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  island,  and  on  the  heights  above  King's  Bridge. 

The  savage  burning  of  the  city  by  the  New  England  in- 
cendiaries will  be  a  lasting  monument  of  inveterate  malice 
against  the  trade  and  prosperity  of  this  colony,  as  well  as 
rooted  disaffection  to  British  law  and  government.  Thcv  had 
long  threatened  the  performance  of  this  villanous  deed ;  and 
this  is  the  best  return  that  the  people  of  property  in  this  city, 
who  have  espoused  their  cause,  are  to  expect  for  their  heed- 
less credulity.1 

October  14. — Lately  died,  at  his  house  upon  Long  Island, 
Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.,  for  many  years  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor of  New  York,  a  man  of  great  probity,  cwwaiimier 
knowledge,  and  steadiness,  which  he  had  occasion  coMco. 
to  show  upon  many  occasions.  When  above  ninety  years  of 
age,  not  all  the  threats  of  rebellious  incendiaries  could  shake 
his  undissembled  loyalty  to  his  sovereign,  nor  all  their  wiles 
seduce  him  from  his  attachment  to  the  constitutional  liberties 
of  his  country,  in  opposition  to  the  republican  system  of  pop- 
ular tvranny.  lie  died  full  of  days,  and  had  the  satisfaction, 
before  his  departure,  to  know  that  the  arms  of  his  prince  had 
prevailed,  in  a  single  instance,  over  the  forces  of  the  rebels. 
They  who  knew  him  best,  will  give  his  character  that  eulo- 
gium,  which  even  a  stranger  will  rejoice  to  pay  to  such  distin- 
guished merit.* 

It  has  been  observed  that  the  British  power,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  a  war,  generally  makes  but  feeble,  and  oftentimes  un- 
successful exertions ;  but  that  in  the  prosecution 

British  Power 

of  hostilities,  her  force  gradually  increasing,  like  a 
gathered  torrent,  becomes  almost  irresistible.    The  last  war  is 
a  striking  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  observation ;  and  we 
have  seen  since  the  commencement  of  these  troubles,  the  same 
line  of  conduct  pursued  towards  these  colonies.    The  first  force 

1  From  the  New  York  Mcrcuryi — See  Freeman's  Journal,  October  29. 
•  Gainc's  Mercury,  October  14. 
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sent  out  was  small,  and  employed  with  apparent  reluctance — 
we  might  have  said,  sent  out  with  a  wish  that  they  might  not 
he  employed  at  all.  This,  instead  of  being  imputed  to  its 
proper  motive,  was  construed  into  the  weakness  and  (who  could 
have  thought  it !)  into  the  timidity  of  Britain.  Our  country- 
men at  home  were  stigmatized  as  cowards,  while  their  brave 
hearts  only  abhorred  the  idea  of  fighting  against  those  who 
claimed  the  title  of  brethren  and  friends.  Nothing  but  re- 
peated insults  and  menaces  against  their  King,  their  country, 
and  themselves,  could  have  induced  a  persuasion  in  the  army, 
that  the  leaders  of  the  sedition  seriously  meant  nothing  else 
than  to  become  rebels  and  enemies.  At  last  the  British  lion  is 
roused.  We  have  seen,  in  the  course  of  a  summer,  a  powerful 
army  cross  over  the  Atlantic,  under  the  conduct  of  a  gallant 
fleet.  We  have  heard  of  other  considerable  armaments  arriv- 
ing safely  elsewhere  upon  this  continent;  and  we  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  but  that,  if  it  were  possible  these  should  fail, 
greater  and  greater  would  be  sent  out  to  reduce  this  country 
to  its  indefeasible  allegiance  and  duty.  To  all  this  there  are 
only  to  be  opposed  the  wisdom  of  a  Congress  consisting  of  men 
either  of  new  and  doubtful  characters,  or  of  none  at  all ;  a 
wretched  paper  currency  which  will  only  eat  up  the  property 
of  the  continent  without  adding  an  atom  to  it ;  and  a  vagabond 
army  of  ragamuffins,  with  paper  pay,  bad  clothes,  and  worse 
spirits.  Is  it  reasonable  to  think  that  such  a  cause,  with  such 
supporters,  will  ever  be  able  to  maintain  itself  against  veteran 
battalions  of  brave  and  loyal  Britons,  contending  for  British 
honor  and  constitutional  liberty  ?  Is  it  not  strange  that  a  peo- 
ple in  such  circumstances  should  be  persuaded  to  reject  all 
overtures  of  reconciliation,  by  the  machinations  of  an  artful 
and  ambitious  Congress?  It  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the 
old  adage,  Quos  Deus  vult  pcrdere  j/rius  dementat* 

October  16. — Tins  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  the  members  of 
his  Majesty's  council,  the  judges,  and  all  the  other  well  affected 
citizens,  who  were  not  driven  away  by  the  hand  of  violence,  or 

1  New  York  Gazette,  October  14. 
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sent  prisoners  to  other  provinces,  met  at  the  City  Hull  in  New 
York,  when  a  decent  and  respectful  address  to  Lord  Howe  and 
General  Howe,  the  King's  commissioners  for  re-  Mw,Un?atx0w 
storing  peace  to  America,  was  read,  representing  York~ 
the  firm  attachment  of  the  inhabitants  to  our  rightful  and 
gracious  sovereign,  George  the  Third,  and  their  sense  of  the 
constitutional  supremacy  of  Great  Britain  over  these  colonies; 
lamenting  the  interruption  of  that  harmony  which  formerly 
subsisted  between  them,  and  praying  that  the  city  and  county 
might  be  restored  to  his  Majesty's  peace  and  protection.  The 
address  was  unanimously  approved  and  adopted,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  inhabitants  should  all  sign  it.  But  the  num- 
ber assembled  being  too  great  to  sign  at  that  time,  two  respect- 
able citizens  were  appointed  to  attend  at  a  public  house,  ad- 
joining the  City  Ilall,  from  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  to  two  o'clock 
r.  m.,  every  day,  to  take  subscriptions  till  all  had  signed.  As 
this  measure  was  the  first  step  which  was  necessary  to  be 
taken  on  our  part  towards  effecting  a  reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain,  joy  was  lighted  up  in  every  countenance,  at  the  pros- 
pect of  returning  peace  and  union  with  the  parent  state.  The 
populace  expressed  the  feelings  of  their  hearts  by  loud  accla- 
mations and  shouts  of  applause. 

After  this,  an  affectionate  address  to  his  Excellency  TVil- 

w 

liarn  Try  on,  Esq.,  our  worthy  governor,  was  read,  "requesting 
him  to  present  the  above  address  to  the  commissioners,  and 
otherwise  to  exert  himself  that  the  prayer  of  it  might  be  grant- 
ed." This  address  was  also  unanimously  approved  and  agreed 
to;  and  the  honorable  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Horsmanden  was 
desired  to  sign  and  deliver  it  to  his  Excellency,  in  behalf  of 
the  inhabitants. 

The  well-known  humanity  of  the  commissioners,  and  the 
tender  regard  thev  have  manifested  for  the  welfare  of  America 
in  their  several  declarations,  afford  the  most  flattering  hopes 
that  the  address  to  them  will  be  productive  of  the  desired 
effect.  And  it  is  most  devoutly  to  be  wished,  that  the  conti- 
nent may  follow  the  example  of  this  city — that  the  Ameri- 
cans in  general  may  avail  themselves  of  his  Majesty's  clem- 
ency and  paternal  goodness,  in  offering  to  restore  them  to  bin 
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royal  protection  and  peace.  Those  who  continue  deaf  to  such 
benevolence,  and  thereby  prolong  the  present  destructive  and 
unnatural  rebellion,  will  be  utterly  inexcusable  in  the  sight  of 
God  and  man.  Their  obstinacy  must  be  detested  by  the  wise 
and  virtuous ;  the  inevitable  ruin  attending  it  will  be  unpitied 
by  all,  and  posterity  will  execrate  their  memories.1 

It  is  an  observation  of  the  celebrated  Montesqnieu,  "  that 

individuals  rarely  incline  to  part  with  power — great  bodies 

never."    The  conduct  of  the  Congress  furnishes 
Loy«i  stricture*  anQt|ier  mstail(:e  0f  t}je  tnitn  Gf  this  remark. 

Though  it  is  the  grand  interest  of  America  to  be  reconciled  to 
Great  Britain,  and  though  it  has  been  the  constant  and  re- 
peated profession  of  the  several  assemblies,  that  reconciliation 
was  their  object;  yet,  when  reconciliation  was  held  out  by 
government,  and  commissioners  were  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  colonies  upon  their  own  ground  for  that  purpose,  these 
ambitious  incendiaries,  seeing  that,  upon  such  an  event,  all 
their  assumed  consequence  must  be  lost,  had  art  enough  to 
hasten  a  declaration  of  absolute  independence,  before  the  de- 
sired commission  could  possibly  arrive.  The  delegates  had 
perfect  information  of  what  was  intended,  and  fearing  that  this 
act  of  benevolence  and  conciliation  might  operate  upon  many 
persons  in  the  colonies,  whose  properties  made  it  their  interest 
to  solicit  peace,  resolved  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  sev- 
eral assemblies  to  listen  to  any  overtures,  by  previously  draw- 
ing them  into  an  acquiescence  with  the  avowal  of  independ- 
ency. Thus  the  avarice  of  some  indigent  men,  bankrupts 
both  in  fortune  and  character,  and  the  ambition  of  others  who 
lusted  after  power,  has  plunged  this  once  happy  country  into 
a  flood  of  miseries,  for  which  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  these 
parricides  would,  in  the  issue,  make  but  a  poor  atonement. 
'Tis  easy  to  foresee  that,  so  long  as  these  demagogues  have  the 
direction  of  affairs,  no  peace  or  settlement  can  be  hoped  for. 
And  it  is  not  to  be  believed  that  the  colonies  can  have  had  rec- 
onciliation sincerely  in  view,  because  they  have  hitherto  era- 

1  New  York  Gazette,  October  21. 
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ployed  means  which  they  must  have  known  were  exception- 
able and  offensive.  Nor  can  it  be  supposed  that  they  will 
ever  be  really  desirous  of  it,  till  they  have  applied  themselves, 
not  through  the  medium  of  a  Congress,  but  of  their  own  re- 
spective assemblies,  to  the  promoting  of  this  salutary  measure.1 

Last  night,  General  Mercer  passed  over  to  Staten  Island 
with  part  of  the  troops  posted  at  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey, 
and  advanced  within  a  few  miles  of  Richmond  Mereert  d<*<vnt 
town,  having  been  informed  that  a  company  of  on  9taU5D  IsUmL 
British  troops,  one  of  Hessians,  and  one  of  Skinner's  militia 
lav  there.  Colonel  Griffin  was  detached  with  Colonel  Patter- 
son's  battalion,  and  Major  Clarke  at  the  head  of  some  riflemen, 
to  fall  in  upon  the  cast  end  of  the  town,  while  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  inclosed  it  on  the  other  quarters.  Both  divisions 
reached  the  town  by  break  of  day  this  morning,  but  not  before 
the  enemy  were  alarmed.  Most  of  them  fled  after  exchanging 
a  few  shot  with  Colonel  Griffin's  detachment.  Two  of  them 
were  mortally  wounded,  and  seventeen  taken  prisoners,  with 
the  loss  only  of  two  soldiers  killed  on  our  side.  Colonel  Grif- 
fin received  a  wound  in  the  foot  from  a  musket  ball,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  ann. 
Amongst  the  prisoners  taken  in  this  action,  are  eight  Hessians. 
Our  troops  brought  off  from  Staten  Island  forty-five  muskets, 
a  number  of  bayonets,  cutlasses.  <fcc,  and  one  standard  of  the 
British  light  horse.' 

1  New  York  Gazette,  October  21. 

'  Pennsylvania  Journal,  October  23 ;  Gainc,  in  his  paper  of  October  21,  says  :— 
A  body  of  the  rebels  skulked  over  from  the  New  Jersey  shore  to  Staten  Island,  and 
after  cowardly  setting  fire  to  two  or  three  farm  houses,  skulked  back  again  to 
their  former  station.  Probably,  from  their  conduct,  it  may  be  judged  that  these 
were  the  people  who,  about  the  middle  of  last  August,  committed  such  an  act  of 
villanous  barbarity  as  cannot  be  recited  without  indignation.  A  very  little  boy, 
belonging  to  an  officer  of  the  army,  was  playing  by  himself  upon  the  shore  of 
Sutcn  Island,  opposite  the  Jerseys,  when  about  seven  or  eight  of  the  riflemen  or 
ragged  men,  came  down  slily,  and  discharged  their  muskets  upon  him.  Imme- 
diately upon  the  poor  creature's  falling,  they  gave  three  cheers  and  retired.  This 
was  a  most  cruel,  dastardfy,  and  infamous  murder  upon  a  defenceless,  innocent 
child.  Such  poltroons  will  always  run  away  at  the  appearance  and  approach  of 
men. 
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October  22. — Behold  a  Coward  ! — The  public  is  desired  to 
take  notice,  that  Daniel  Pittce,  ensign  in  Captain  Timothy 
Stow's  company,  Colonel  Wheelock's  regiment,  applied  at 
head-quarters  for  a  discharge,  upon  hearing  the  enemy  were 
likely  to  attack  our  lines,  lie  was  refused,  and  next  day  de- 
serted our  camp.  This  infamous  runaway  belongs  to  the  south 
parish  of  Dedham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk.1 

October  23. — Friday  morning  last,  we  were  alarmed  by 
the  drums  beating  to  arms,  and  the  enemy  landed  at  Rodman's 
G!orer«  skirmUh  P°m*  w*tn  their  whole  force.    The  brigade  under 

in  Eastchester.    fl1Q   coniman(]   0f    Colonel   GloVCr,    Consisting  of 

about  seven  hundred  men,  one  regiment  being  absent  for 
guard,  marched  down  towards  the  place  where  the  enemy 
were  advancing,  with  a  body  of  sixteen  thousand,  and  a 
very  large  artillery.  The  first  attack  was  made  by  a  small 
party,  on  their  advanced  guard,  which  were  effectually  routed 
and  forced  to  retreat  to  their  main  body,  who,  when  they  came 
up,  were  fired  upon  by  two  regiments,  advantageously  posted 
by  Colonel  Glover  and  Major  Lee,  (who  behaved  gallantly,) 
which  brought  many  of  them  to  the  ground.  Tims  we  con- 
tinued fighting  them  and  retreating  the  whole  afternoon,  until 
they  came  to  a  6tand,  where  they  now  remain,  stretching 
down  along  the  Sound,  towards  Connecticut — we  suppose  for 
forage.  Our  men  behaved  like  soldiers — conformed  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  officers  and  retreated  in  grand  order,  which  is  the 
life  of  discipline.  Our  loss  is  about  nine  or  ten  killed,  and 
about  thirty  wounded.  The  enemy,  a  deserter  says,  lost  two 
hundred  killed  on  the  spot,  and  a  great  number  wounded. 
People  may  think  what  they  please  of  the  regular  and  spirited 
behavior  of  the  British  troops,  but  I  that  day  was  an  eye-wit- 
ness to  the  contrary.  I  saw  as  great  irregularity,  almost,  as  in 
a  militia;  they  would  come  out  from  their  body  and  fire  single 
guns.  As  to  their  courage,  their  whole  body  of  sixteen  thou- 
sand were  forced  to  retreat  by  the  fire  of  a  single  regiment,  and 
many  of  them  old  troops.    The  fourth  regiment  was  one  that 

1  Published  by  order,  at  Ticonderoga ;  Frccman'a  Journal,  November  5. 
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run ;  and  had  we  been  reinforced  with  half  their  number,  we 
might  have  totally  defeated  them ;  the  shot  from  their  artil- 
lery* flew  very  thick  about  our  heads.  The  next  day,  General 
Lee  (under  whose  command  we  are)  came  and  publicly  returned 
his  thanks  to  Colonel  Glover,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under 
his  command,  for  their  noble,  spirited,  and  soldier-like  conduct 
during  the  battle,  and  that  nothing  in  his  power  should  be 
wanting  to  6crve  those  brave  officers  and  men ;  and  General 
Washington  has  since  expressed  himself  much  in  the  same 
words  in  his  general  orders.  General  Lee  says  we  shall  none 
of  us  leave  the  army,  but  all  stay  and  be  promoted ;  but  how 
that  will  be  is  uncertain.  Yesterday  one  of  the  corporals  and 
two  men  in  our  regiment,  by  leave  from  the  colonel,  went  out 
to  see  what  they  could  pick  up,  and  by  going  in  the  mouth  of 
the  enemy  they  brought  off  a  number  of  fat  cattle.  Flushed 
with  their  success,  they  went  again  this  afternoon,  and  going 
directly  in  the  rear  of  the  Hessian  camp,  went  into  a  house 
where  they  washed  for  the  British  officers,  and  were  bringing 
off  three  tubs  of  shirts,  but  the  man  of  the  house  informed  the 
camp.  They  turned  out  four  hundred,  who  obliged  our  lads 
to  retreat ;  but  meeting  with  some  of  their  comrades,  they  at- 
tacked and  drove  the  Ilessians,  killed  the  major,  took  his  com- 
mission and  ten  guineas  out  of  his  pocket,  and  have  taken 
three  of  them  prisoners,  besides  a  number  killed  ;  many  of  our 
officers  who  saw  them,  say  they  are  ugly  devils.  They  arc 
now  in  camp.  The  enemy  have  so  far  quitted  York,  that  our 
people  have  been  down  as  far  as  a  place  called  Bowery  Lane, 
which  is  but  one  mile  from  the  extent  of  the  city.1 

"What's  human  life?— to  gaze  upon  the  sun, 
And  go  the  vulgar  round  of  endless  years! 
Or  i»  it  to  be  free?" — Taste  Independence, 
Blissful  moments ;  defend  it  till  ye  die ! 

By  the  favor  of  Providence  we  have  reached  that  political 
point  (which  the  wise  have  long  seen  to  be  the  only  foundation 

'  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mile  Square,  In  Eastchester,  New  York.— Freeman  t 
Journal,  November  12. 
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of  safety)— Independence  ;  our  work  is  now  plain  before  ns — 
to  persevere  to  the  end  in  supporting  the  Declaration  we 
have  made  to  the  world.  To  do  this,  every  consideration  urges 
us ;  to  retreat  is  death — is  slavery,  calamities  of  every  name, 
and  all  the  gloomy  horrors  of  the  most  odious  and  execrable 
tyranny.  Before  us  is  all  the  glory  of  Freedom,  pregnant  with 
every  felicity  our  wishes  can  grasp,  or  human  nature  enjoy. 
If  we  continue  our  exertions  with  that  wisdom  and  magna- 
nimity with  which  we  began,  Liberty  will  soon  triumph,  wealth 
flow  in  through  ten  thousand  channels,  and  America  become 
the  glory  of  all  lands.  Tyranny  is  now  exerting  her  utmost 
power,  and  if  resisted  a  little  longer,  George,  and  all  his  mur- 
derers, must  bid  adieu  to  America  forever;  then  we  shall 
have  the  double  happiness  and  honor  of  subduing  the  tyrants, 
and  enjoying  liberty;  the  expense  and  dangers  it  has  cost  us 
will  sweeten  the  blessing.  If  we  have  not  suffered  enough  vet 
to  make  us  duly  prize  the  inestimable  jewel,  let  us  patiently 
bear  what  is  vet  to  come.  But  if  we  continue  in  the  wavs  of 
well-doing,  we  shall  certainly  succeed ;  for  unerrring  wisdom 
has  told  us,  "  if  we  trust  in  the  Lord  and  do  good,  we  shall 
dwell  in  the  land  and  be  fed  ;  "  therefore  we  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  be  faithful  to  God  and  our  country,  and  the  blessings 
we  contend  for  will  be  the  portion  of  us  and  our  children.  The 
price  of  liberty  is  not  to  be  gained  in  a  day,  nor  bought  with  a 
small  price,  but  is  the  reward  of  long  labor  and  unremitting  ex- 
ertions ;  and  a  people  are  commonly  made  to  realize  their  depend- 
ence on  Heaven  for  so  great  a  favor,  before  they  are  crowned 
with  complete  success.  The  poor  Dutch  provinces  were  op- 
pressed by  a  Spanish  tyrant,  like  George  of  Britain,  and 
they  (although  poor  and  small  in  number,  compared  with  the 
States  of  America)  resisted  the  tyrant  who  had  at  his  command 
a  great  and  rich  nation,  and  after  a  bloody  contest  of  many 
years,  gloriously  triumphed  in  the  complete  freedom  of  their 
country.  During  the  conflict,  they  were  sometimes  reduced 
to  such  extreme  difficulties  as  would  have  sunk  any  but  tree 
minds  into  absolute  despair ;  but  they  were  blessed  with  a  succes- 
sion of  heroes  and  statesmen,  who  wisely  preferred  liberty  to 
every  thing  else ;  and  persevered  through  a  long  series  of  the 
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severest  calamities  of  ever)'  kind,  with  undiminished  fervor  in 
the  glorious  cause,  until  they  arrived  at  the  blissful  period  of  In- 
dependent States,  and  remain  to  this  day  a  glorious  monument 
of  the  supereminent  virtue  and  valor  of  freemen.  Let  us  im- 
itate this  bright  example.  With  them  we  shall  shine  in  the 
history  of  mankind,  until  the  heavens  are  no  more.  The  blood 
and  treasure  it  may  cost,  will  heighten  the  value  of  liberty, 
and  brighten  the  future  days  of  peaee  and  glory,  when  we  or 
posterity  shall  recount  the  noble  exertions,  and  amazing  intre- 
pidity of  those  who  were  honored  by  Heaven  as  the  instruments 
of  saving  this  great  people  from  infernal  tyranny.  It  will  add 
to  the  joys  of  prosperity,  and  sweeten  the  sacred  triumphs  of 
freemen,  when  encircled  with  the  charms  of  peace,  to  look 
back  upon  the  trying  scenes  of  the  present  time,  and  review 
the  difficulties  surmounted  through  a  series  of  conflicts,  while 
each  moment  was  big  with  importance,  and  the  fate  of  thou- 
sands hung  upon  every  hour.1 

Yesterday,  the  Hessians,  the  Waldeckers,  and  other 
troops,  debarked  from  their  respective  ships,  at  New  York,  and 
passed  by  the  East  River,  in  a  multitude  of  flat-  I))barkatl((n  of 
bottomed  boats  and  other  vessels,  in  the  highest  »«*««>». 
spirits  imaginable.  It  being  a  very  fine  day,  the  scene  was 
rendered  extremly  beautiful  by  the  crowds  upon  the  water, 
cheering  their  military  brethren  and  other  spectators  on  shore, 
and  making  the  hills  resound  with  trumpets,  French  horns, 
drums  and  fifes,  accompanied  by  the  harmony  of  their  voices. 
These  have  added  an  agreeable  reinforcement  to  the  British 
army,  and  they  arc,  to  all  appearance,  as  fine  troops  as  any  in 
the  world. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  unanimity  and  ardor  of  the 
6camen  upon  the  present  occasion.  The  sailor  looks  upon  the 
soldier  as  his  brother,  and  when  a  soldier  has  occasion  to  pass 
over  water,  rather  than  his  uniform  shall  be  damaged,  hauls 
him  away  upon  his  shoulders  from  the  boat  to  the  shore; 
while  the  soldier  welcomes  the  sailor  on  his  part,  and  rejoices 

1  Addressed  to  the  Independent  sons  of  America,  by  a  soldier. — Xew  Hamp- 
thire  C'auUt,  November  20. 
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to  soo  the  old  British  spirit  for  King  and  country,  revived  in 
in  evervbodv  about  him.  The  very  seamen  on  board  the 
transports  vie  with  the  seamen  of  the  men-of-war,  in  dis- 
tinguishing themselves  in  actual  service.  One  soul  seems  to 
animate  them  all ;  and  it  is  confessed  bv  many  of  the  oldest 
officers,  that  sueh  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  military  ardor  was 
never  seen  to  unite  the  two  services  of  land  and  sea,  so 
entirely  before.1 

Lost,  an  old  black  dog,  of  the  American  breed  ;  answers  to 
the  name  of  Putnam  ; — had  on  a  yellow  collar  with  the  follow- 
ing inscription,  "  Ubi  libertas  ibi  putrid.  177G. 

General  Putnatn.    _  *-  ■»,••  . 

Long  Inland:  is  an  old  domestic  animal, — 
barks  very  much  at  the  name  of  N(ort)h,  and  has  a  remarkable 
howl  at  that  of  Howe.  Was  seen  in  Long  Island  some  time 
ago,  but  is  supposed  to  have  been  alarmed  at  some  British 
troops  who  were  exercising  there,  and  ran  off  towards  ITell- 
gate.  As  he  was  a  great  favorite  of  the  Washington  family, 
they  are  fearful  some  accident  has  happened  to  him.' 

The  cowardly  rebels,  besides  being  very  successful  in  the 
use  of  their  legs,  are  the  noisiest  rascals  in  the  world.  Not 
sobered  down  by  being  driven  from  every  post  they  have 
formed,  they  are  now  wasting  their  powder  in  celebrating  tho 
capture  of  a  few  cattle  from  Long  Island.  Yesterday  morning, 
before  daybreak,  a  party  of  them  stole  over  from  Eastchcstcr, 
and  carried  off  four  old  working  oxen,  a  mangy  dog  and  two 
kittens,  and  they  are  so  rejoiced  at  this  success  of  their  arms,  and 
the  prospect  of  a  good  dinner,  that  Mr.  Washington  has  ordered 
a  feu  dejou'y  and  the  usual  complement  of  bad  cider-rum." 

October  27. — Tni9  morning,  about  seven  o'clock,  two 
frigates  moved  up  the  North  River,  and  came  to  an  anchor 

skirmish  at    near  Burdett's  ferry,  apparently  with  an  intention 
Burden*  Ferry.  to  gt0p  tj,e  ferrv  way  aiuj  cnt  Qff  tjlc  communica- 
tion between  Fort  Lee  and  Fort  Washington.    Tho  enemy  at 

New  York  Gazette,  October  28.  '  Middlesex  Journal,  December  3. 

»  MS.  letter  from  S.  Uawke. 
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the  same  time  appeared  on  Harlem  plain,  and  Colonel 
Magaw,  who  commands  on  York  Island,  ordered  the  lines  to 
be  manned.  The  ships  endeavored  to  dislodge  them  by  firing 
on  their  flanks,  but  they  fired  to  very  little  purpose.  The 
barbette  battery,  on  the  high  hill  on  the  left  of  the  ferry, 
opened  on  the  frigates,  and  fired  a  considerable  time  without 
doing  them  any,  or  but  very  little  damage.  Upon  our  ceasing 
to  fire,  a  gun  from  fort  number  one  on  York  Island  began 
to  play  on  them  with  great  advantage,  and  hulled  the  one 
highest  up  above  twenty  times.  At  this  time  two  eighteen- 
pounders,  which  were  ordered  down  this  side  the  river 
opposite  the  ships,  gave  them  so  wann  a  salute  that  they 
hoisted  all  sail ;  the  foremost  slipped  her  cable  and  appeared 
to  be  in  the  greatest  confusion ;  she  could  make  no  way 
although  rowed  by  two  boats,  till  the  lower  one  perceiving 
her  distress,  sent  two  more  barges  to  her  assistance,  who  at 
length  dragged  her  out  of  the  reach  of  our  fire.  It  is  very 
probable  that  many  of  her  men  were  killed ;  and  she  herself 
extremely  damaged ;  but  the  weather  was  so  hazy  that  it  was 
impossible  to  see  any  thing  distinctly  at  a  distance.  The 
enemy  by  this  time  had  begun  a  smart  fire  on  the  island  with 
field-pieces  and  mortars ;  our  men  returned  the  compliment. 
They  were  out  of  their  lines  great  part  of  the  day.  There 
were  but  few  discharges  of  small  arms.  Our  men  killed  about 
a  dozen  Hessians,  and  brought  them  off.  We  had  one  man 
killed  with  a  shell.  This  was  the  account  at  five  o'clock; 
it  is  now  seven,  and  the  firing  has  just  ceased,  but  nothing 
extraordinary  has  happened.  We  take  this  day's  movement 
to  be  only  a  feint;  at  any  rate  it  is  little  honorable  to  the 
red  coats. 

Yesterday,  a  party  of  the  light  horse  and  infantry  took 
possession  of  Phillip's  Manor,  between  King's  Bridge  and  our 
main  army ;  they  continued  thercall  night,  but  this  morning 
they  retired.1 

November  1. — Died  at  Williamsburg,  in  Virginia,  Colonel 
1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Fort  Lee ;  Pennsylvania  Journal,  November  8. 
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Richard  Bland,  of  Prince  George,  who  lived  universally 
beloved,  and  died  universally  lamented.    He  was 

Richard  Bland.  *  *T  . 

more  than  thirty  years  a  representative  in 
General  Assembly  for  that  county,  and  filled  the  trust  with  so 
many  shining  abilities,  so  much  unremitted  attention,  that 
he  gained  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  constituents. 
When  his  country  called  him  forth  to  the  arduous  and  im- 
portant task  of  a  delegate  in  the  Continental  Congress,  he 
approved  himself  an  able  and  zealous  friend  and  advocate 
for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  injured  country.  In  a  private 
sphere  of  life  he  supported  the  character  of  a  humane  and 
benevolent  man,  an  affectionate,  kind,  indulgent  husband  and 
parent,  and,  amongst  his  acquaintances,  that  of  a  warm  and 
steady  friend.  In  short,  he  possessed  all  the  inestimable 
qualifications  that  could  render  him  dear  to  society, — all  that 
could  form  the  virtuous,  upright  man.' 

A  writer  in  the  Gazette  offers  the  following  explanations 
and  amendments  to  General  Howe's  late  letters  to  Govern- 
c*  m  Mi  it  •  nient,  "  in  order  to  make  the  matter  entirely  clear 
Letters  explained.  .Ul(l  intelligible  : " — "  The  Mercury  packet  is 
despatched  to  inform  your  lordship  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Halifax  fleet,  <fcc,  at  Sandy  Hook,  &c,  where  I  met  with 
Governor  Try  on  on  board  of  a  ship,  (to  which  a  most  loyal 
people  obliged  him  to  retire,)  and  many  gentlemen,  fast  friends 
to  government  (a  fno  Scotchmen  of  no  property  nor  j?robity) 
attending  him,  from  whom  I  had  the  fullest  information  of 
the  state  of  the  rebels,  who  are  very  numerous,  and  very 
advantageously  posted  with  a  strong  intrenchment,  <fcc,  with 
more  than  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  for  the  defence  of 
the  town  from  the  sea,  and  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the 
fleet  up  the  North  River,  (so  that  we  may  sooner  think  of 
snuffing  the  moon  than  doing  execution  here.) 

"  We  passed  the  Narrows  with  three  men-of-war,  and  the 
first  division,  &cM  landed  the  grenadiers,  <fcc,  to  the  great 
joy  of  a  most  loyal  people,  (who,  because  they  are  now  left  to 
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our  discretion,  are  exceeding1  loyal,)  who  (as  they  pretend)  have 
long  suffered  on  that  account,  under  the  oppression  of  the 
rebels  stationed  amongst  them,  who  precipitately  fled  on  the 
approach  of  the  shipping,  (and probably  to  entice  us  to  pursue 
them,  in  order  to  cut  us  to  pieces  ;  but  thanks  to  our  prof  ound 
wisdom,  we  did  not  venture  to  stir  an  inch.) 

"  In  justice  to  Captain  Raynor,  who  made  the  disposition 
of  the  boats  in  landing  the  troops,  and  to  Captain  Curtis, 
who  was  to  superintend  the  execution,  I  must  express  my 
entire  satisfaction  in  the  (wise  and  spirited)  conduct  of  these 
gentlemen,  (as  I  already  mentioned  the  rebels  fled,  and  there 
was  not  a  soul  to  hinder  or  harass  our  landing,)  and  the 
dependence  to  bo  placed  upon  their  services  in  this  line, 
{viz.,  in  landing  troops  without  the  least  opposition.) 

"  1  propose  waiting  here  (though  there  is  hardly  a  possi- 
bility of  staying  without  exposing  my  few  troops  to  the  utmost 
danger)  for  the  English  fleet,  or  for  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Clinton,  in  readiness  to  proceed,  (but  by  7\o  means 
much  further,)  unless  by  some  unexpected  change  of  circum- 
stances, (and,  entre  nous,  I  expect  that  change  every  moment^ 
it  should  be  found  expedient  to  act  with  the  present  force, 
(to  defend  our  retreat  on  l/oard  the  ships.) 

"  Vice  Admiral  Shuldham  was  joined  on  his  voyage  by 
six  transports,  <fcc.  There  is  no  other  intelligence  of  that 
embarkation,  (that  stands  in  need  of  being  published,)  except 
an  account  {because  of  its  being)  published  in  the  New  York 
papers,  that  two  transports  of  the  fleet  were  taken  by  the 
enemy's  privateers,  (but  in  what  manner,  place,  or  time,  your 
lordship  need  not  know,  and  suffice  it,')  that  Major  Menzies 
was  killed  in  the  engagement,  and  that  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell,  with  fifteen  other  officers,  and  about  four  hundred 
and  fifty  of  our  men,  were  made  prisoners,  (but  how  many  men 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  engagement  I  cannot  tell,  for 
it  was  not  published  in  the  New  York  papers.) 

"  Governor  Franklin,  who  for  a  long  time  maintained  his 
ground  in  Jersey,  (I  suppose  under  pretence  of  being  a  f  riend 
to  America,  but  now  discovered,)  has  been  lately  taken  into 
custody  (by  a  most  loyal  people)  at  Amboy,  and  is  now  a  pris- 
oner at  Connecticut. 
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"  The  mayor  of  New  York  was  a"  few  days  ago  confined  on  a 
frivolous  complaint,  viz.,  of  sending  intelligence  to  Governor 
Try  on,  (in  order  to  destroy  the  main  Provincial  army  of  thirty 
thoumnd  men,  and  to  hi  ray  the.  whole  plan  of  the  Congress 
laid  in  defence  of  tlte  glorious  cause  of  Liberty?)  brought  to 
trial,  and  condemned  to  suffer  death. 

"  Notwithstanding  these  violent  proceedings,  (as  ire  Tories 
and  Jacobites  call  it,)  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  your 
lordship  (in  the  same  manner  as  all  our  governors  did  In  fore  j 
and  should  it  turn  out  to  the  contrary,  the  minister  can  but 
plead  misinformation  in  the  House  of  Commons)  that  there  is 
great  reason  to  expect  a  numerous  body  of  inhabitants  to  join 
the  army  from  the  provinces  of  New  York,  the  Jerseys,  and 
Connecticut,  who  only  wait  for  opportunities  to  give  proofs  of 
their  loyalty  and  zeal  for  government ;  (witness  that  from  the 
alfove  provinces,  containing  two  h  undred  thousand  inhabitants  ,*) 
sixtv  men  came  over  two  davs  ago  with  a  few  arms,  and  I  un- 
dcrstand  (though  I  will  not  be  positive)  that  five  hundred  more 
are  ready  to  follow  their  example.  This  disposition  of  the 
people  (viz.,  the  fve  hundred  nu  n  out  of  two  hundr<d  thou- 
sand, who  are  ready  to  join  our  ministerial  army)  makes  mo 
impatient  for  the  arrival  of  Lord  Howe,  concluding  the  powers 
with  which  he  is  furnished  {which,  as  Jam  informed,  is  to 
treat  with  the  Congress,  and  to  make  great  condescensions) 
will  have  the  best  effect  at  this  critical  time. 

"  A  naval  force  is  preparing  to  be  sent  up  the  North  "River, 
and  orders  are  given  for  two  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  one  of 
forty  guns  and  the  other  of  twenty,  to  proceed  on  that  service; 
(but  your  lordship  must  hmk  upon  these  two  ships  as  good  as 
sunk  already,  as  being  exjxnttd  to  the  fre  of  the  above-men- 
tioned one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  of  tlte  rebels.) 

u  Several  men  have,  within  these  two  davs,  come  over  to  this 
island,  (/  believe  I  have  mentioned  thai  already?)  and  to  the 
ships ;  and  I  am  informed  that  the  Continental  Congress  (and 
which  your  lordship  must  have  known  some  months  ago)  have 
declared  the  United  Colonies  Free  and  Independent  States." ' 

■  Pennsylvania  Journal,  Xorcmbcr  6. 
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Last  Monday  we'  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy,  with 
their  whole  body,  were  advancing  towards  us.  The  army  were 
immediately  alarmed,  and  part  of  General  Wads-  AcUon  ftt 
worth's  brigade,  with  6ome  other  regiments  under  ww,u  VUlaa- 
the  command  of  General  Spencer,  consisting  in  the  whole  of 
five  or  six  hundred  men,  were  sent  out  as  an  advance  party, 
to  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  and  harass  them  in  their  march. 
"NVc  marched  on  to  a  hill  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  our 
lines,  with  an  artillery  company  and  two  field-pieces,  and 
placed  ourselves  behind  walls  and  fences,  in  the  best  manner 
we  could,  to  give  the  enemy  trouble.  About  half  after  nine 
o'clock,  our  advance  parties  all  came  in,  retreating  before  the 
enemy ;  and  the  light  parties  of  the  enemy,  with  their  ad- 
vanced guard,  consisting  of  two  or  three  thousand,  came  in 
eight,  and  marched  on  briskly  towards  us,  keeping  the  high 
grounds;  and  the  light  horse  pranced  on  a  little  in  the  rear, 
making  a  very  martial  appearance.  As  our  light  parties 
came  on  to  the  hills  and  discovered  where  we  were,  the  enemy 
began  to  cannonade  us,  and  to  fling  shells  from  their  hobits 
and  small  mortars.  Their  light  parties  soon  came  on,  and  we 
firing  upon  them  from  the  walls  and  fences,  broke  and  scat- 
tered them  at  once ;  but  they  would  run  from  our  front  and 
get  round  upon  our  wings  to  flank  us,  and  as  soon  as  our  fire 
discovered  where  we  were,  the  enemy's  artillery  would  at 
once  begin  to  play  upon  us  in  the  most  furious  manner.  AVe 
kept  the  walls  until  the  enemy  were  just  ready  to  surround 
us,  and  then  we  would  retreat  from  one  wall  and  hill  to  an- 
other, and  maintain  our  ground  there  in  the  same  manner,  till 
numbers  were  just  ready  to  surround  us.  Once  the  Hessian 
grenadiers  came  up  in  front  of  Colonel  Douglass's  regiment, 
a::d  we  fired  a  general  volley  upon  them,  at  about  twenty  rods 
distance,  and  scattered  them  like  leaves  in  a  whirlwind ;  and 
they  ran  off  so  far  that  some  of  the  regiment  ran  out  to  the 
ground  where  they  'were  when  we  fired  upon  them,  and 
brought  oft*  their  arm«  and  accoutrements,  and  rum,  that  the 
men  who  fell  had  witli  them,  which  we  had  time  to  drink  round 
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with  before  they  eame  on  again.  They  formed  at  a  distance, 
and  waited  until  their  artillery  and  main  body  eame  on,  when 
they  advanced  in  solid  columns  upon  us,  and  were  gathering 
all  around  us,  ten  to  our  one.  Colonel  Douglass's  and  Silli- 
man's  regiments  fired  four  or  five  times  on  them,  as  they  were 
advancing,  and  then  retreated,  but  not  until  the  enemy  began 
to  fire  on  their  flanks.  Colonels  Silliman,  Douglass,  and 
Arnold  behaved  nobly,  and  the  men  gained  much  applause. 
Colonels  "Webb's,  Silliman's,  and  Douglass's  regiments  had  the 
principal  share  in  the  action.  Colonel  "Webb  had  four  killed, 
and  eight  or  ten  wounded ;  Colonel  Silliman  lost  six,  and 
had  ten  or  twelve  wounded;  Colonel  Douglass  had  three 
killed,  and  six  wounded.  Colonels  Brooks's,  Smallwood's,  and 
Ritzma's  regiments,  who  were  drawn  up  on  the  hill  near  the 
lines,  suffered  considerably.  Our  loss  in  the  whole  may  bo 
seventy  or  eighty  killed  or  wounded.  It  is  said  by  all  the 
deserters  and  captains,  who  agree  in  their  stories,  that  the  en- 
emy had  about  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

The  scene  was  grand  and  solemn ;  all  the  adjacent  hills 
smoked  as  though  on  fire,  and  bellowed  and  trembled  with  a 
perpetual  cannonade  and  fire  of  field-pieces,  hobits,  and  mortars. 
The  air  groaned  with  streams  of  cannon  and  musket  shot ;  the 
hills  smoked  and  echoed  terribly  with  the  bursting  of  shells ; 
the  fences  and  walls  were  knocked  down  and  torn  to  pieces, 
and  men's  legs,  arms,  and  bodies,  mangled  with  ennnon  and 
grape-shot  all  around  us.  1  was  in  the  action,  and  under  as 
good  advantages  as  any  one  man,  perhaps,  to  observe  all  that 
passed,  and  write  these  particulars  of  the  action  from  my  own 
observation. 

No  general  action  was  designed  on  our  part,  and  I  believe 
one  thousand  men  were  never,  at  one  time,  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  They  came  on  to  the  hills  opposite  our  lines,  and 
halted ;  and  after  cannonading  part  of  the  lines  a  short  time, 
they  became  very  still  and  quiet. 

Yesterday,  (October  31st,)  it  was  observed  that  they  had 
near  finished  four  or  five  batteries  which  they  had  erected, 
against  us ;  and  as  our  ground,  near  the  centre  of  the  town  at 
White  Plains,  was  not  good,  being  overlooked  by  neighboring 
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hills,  the  generals,  last  night,  drew  off  most  of  the  troops  from 
the  lines  there,  and  this  morning  the  guards  and  sentries 
bnrned  the  town  and  forage  all  around  it,  and  came  off  about 
nine  o'clock. 

We  carried  off  all  our  stores,  and  planted  our  artillery  on 
the  hills  about  a  mile  and  a  half  back  of  the  centre  of  the 
town.  The  enemy  advanced,  this  forenoon,  on  to  the  ground 
we  left,  but  as  soon  as  they  came  over  the  hill,  we  saluted 
them  with  our  cannon  and  field-pieces,  and  they  advanced  no 
further.  Their  main  body  now  lies  over  against  us,  and  they 
have  formed  no  lines  across  the  country,  as  yet,  below  us. 
Their  light  horse  may  possibly  scour  across  as  far  as  the 
river,  but  how  that  is  we  cannot  determine.  All  things  seem 
to  be  quiet  at  Fort  Washington.1 

Wanted,  by  a  gentleman  fond  of  curiosities,  who  is  shortly 
going  to  England,  a  parcel  of  Congress  Notes,  with  which  he 
intends  to  paper  some  rooms.  Those  who  wish  to  make  some- 
thing of  their  stock  in  that  commodity,  shall,  if  they  are  clean 
and  fit  for  the  purpose,  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  guinea  per 
thousand  for  ail  they  can  bring  before  the  expiration  of 
the  present  month.  Inquire  of  the  printer.  N.  B. — It  is  ex- 
pected they  will  be  much  lower.1 

November  3.— There  is  a  general  curiosity  in  mankind  to 
inquire  into  the  character  of  those  who  arrive  at  stations  of 
high  trust  and  dignity.  In  the  dreadful  times  of 
public  commotion  and  civil  discord,  this  laudable 
passion  is  most  strongly  excited.  To  satisfy  this  in  part,  an 
old  friend  of  General  Putnam's  gives  the  following  authentic 
account  of  that  officer : 

The  general's  paternal  state  consisted  of  a  small  farm  in 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  by  the  diligent  cultivation  of  which, 
he  supported  himself  till  he  entered  the  colony's  service,  dur- 
ing the  late  French  war  in  America.    The  stories  that  have 

Pennsylvania  Bvening  Post,  November  14. 
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been  repeatedly  told,  of  his  being  a  blacksmith  and  carpenter, 
are  the  contradictory  effusions  of  iirnorance  and  falsehood. 
When  very  young,  he  gave  a  proof  of  early  courage,  in  follow- 
ing a  wolf,  that  had  plundered  the  sheep-fold,  into  its  den, 
creeping  on  his  hands  and  knees,  where,  discovering  it  by  the 
brightness  of  its  own  eyes,  he  destroyed  it.  This  is  not  a  very 
important  fact,  but  it  is  a  real  one,  well  known  to  the  people 
of  Pomfret. 

When  a  major  of  the  rangers,  in  the  year  1758,  leading  the 
van  of  a  scouting  party,  he  was  overpowered  and  taken  by  a 
bodv  of  five  hundred  Indians  and  Canadians.  During  the  lat- 
ter  part  of  the  engagement,  he  was  tied  to  a  tree,  and  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  his  own  men.  At  last  the  enemy  being  forced 
to  retreat,  an  Indian,  in  passing,  struck  him  with  the  butt  end 
of  his  musket,  intending  to  kill  him,  but  happened  only  to 
break  one  of  his  jaw-bones;  immediately  after  a  Canadian 
came  up,  cut  the  straps  that  fastened  him  to  the  tree,  and  led 
him  off.  lie  was  carried  to  Ticonderoga,  and  soon  after  ex- 
changed. A  romantic  account  of  this  skirmish  was  given  in 
the  public  prints  some  months  ago,  in  which  it  was  said  that 
lie  had  received  a  multitude  of  wounds,  beside  being  scalped. 
All  this  is  fiction ;  the  blow  above  mentioned  was  the  only  one 
he  received  in  that  action. 

In  the  colonv  service  he  considerablv  increased  his  estate, 
lie  has  now  a  large,  well-cultivated  farm,  and  generally  repre- 
sents the  town  of  Pomfret,  in  the  colonv  assembly. 

I  WW 

When  the  discontents  in  New  England  rose  very  high,  in 
1775,  he  was  very  much  caressed  by  the  American  party  ;  and, 
on  a  false  rumor  spreading  through  the  country,  of  the  King's 
troops  having  massacred  five  hundred  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
he  headed  a  large  party  of  volunteers,  in  Connecticut,  and 
marched  to  the  relief  of  Boston,  but  soon  returned  home,  on 
that  intelligence  being  contradicted. 

After  the  action  at  Concord,  in  April,  1775,  he  joined  the 
Massachusetts  troops,  commanded  by  Warren.1  He  was  then 
a  colonel  in  rank.    On  June  seventeenth,  at  one  o'clock  in  the 

1  Major-General  Joseph  Warren. 
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morning,  they  took  possession  of  Bunker's  Hill,  opposite  to 
Boston,  where  in  a  few  hours  they  threw  up  a  redoubt  and  in- 
trenchment.  When  he  saw  the  British  troops  embarking  to 
attack  them,  he  advised  Warren,  who  commanded  in  chief,  to 
retreat,  and  founded  his  opinion  on  the  following  reasons : — 
"That  he  had  often  served  with  the  King's  troops;  that  al- 
though one-half  or  two-thirds  of  them  should  be  killed,  yet 
those  that  remained  would  certainly  storm  their  works ;  that 
the  moment  the  intrenchment  was  mounted,  his  countrymen, 
whom  he  knew  very  well,  would  run ;  for  though  they  would 
fight  as  long  as  any  troops  whatever,  while  under  cover,  yet 
they  would  never  stand  an  open  engagement,  and  the  push  of 
the  bayonet ;  that  the  spirit  of  veteran  troops  ought  not  to  be 
expected  from  them,  who  were  raw  men,  badly  disciplined, 
and  badly  armed ;  that  it  would  be  highly  injudicious  to  put 
them,  at  first,  to  so  severe  a  trial,  as  the  check  they  would  in 
all  probability  receive,  would  tend  greatly  to  dishearten  them, 
and  have  a  very  bad  effect  on  all  their  future  operations." 

This  salutary  advice  was  rejected  by  Warren,  who  was  very 
opinionated,  addicted  to  liquor,  and  in  haste  to  distinguish 
himself,  this  being  the  very  first  morning  of  his  apprenticeship 
in  the  art  of  war.  He  replied,  "That  they  had  been  branded 
as  cowards,  but  would  show  the  military  they  could  fight  as 
well  as  themselves,"  and  ordered  the  colonel  to  return  to  Cam- 
bridge, and  bring  on  the  rest  of  the  men.  Putnam  obeyed. 
On  the  march  back,  his  men  followed  him  with  spirit  enough 
till  they  reached  the  fort  of  Bunker's  Hill,  when  the  heavy 
firing,  it  being  then  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  made  them 
shrink.  (Tin's  he  has  often  mentioned  when  speaking  of  that 
day's  service.)  Whilst  he  was  laboring  fruitlessly  in  tins 
manner,  the  King's  troops  stormed  the  redoubt,  and  he  was 
instantly  joined  by  the  fugitives;  upon  which  they  all  re- 
treated over  the  neck  as  fast  as  possible.  The  colonel  had  fre- 
quently given  it  as  his  opinion  that  if  but  five  hundred  men 
had  pursued  them,  he  could  not  have  kept  one  man  at  Cam- 
bridge. But  no  pursuit  being  made,  he  took  post  there ;  and 
as  they  heard  from  Boston  that  very  night  what  dreadful  havoc 
they  had  made  amongst  the  King's  troops,  the  men  immedi- 
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ately  recovered  their  spirits.  So  much  does  success  in  war  de- 
pend on  the-  improvement  of  a  single  moment. 

The  colonel  was  now  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-gen- 
eral, but  his  commission  was  hardly  delivered  to  him,  when  it 
was  debated,  in  the  General  Congress,  to  supersede  him,  and 
give  his  rank  to  Mr.  Thomas,1  a  favorite  of  General  Washing- 
ton. He  was  only  saved  from  this  insult  by  the  necessity 
they  had  for  his  services.  During  the  summer  and  autumn, 
1775,  whilst  Boston  was  blockaded,  he  was  by  far  the  most 
popular  officer  in  the  American  camp  ;  he  was  the  first  to  take 
up  the  spade  and  the  mattock,  and  to  join  the  common  men  in 
all  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  which  very  naturally  endeared  him 
to  them.  His  popularity,  however,  suffered  a  great  shock, 
towards  the  latter  end  of  the  same  year ;  for,  at  the  request  of 
the  General  Congress  and  the  commander-in-chief,  attempting 
to  persuade  the  men,  whose  time  of  service  was  nearly  expired, 
to  continue  in  arms  four  months  longer,  till  another  army  could 
be  embodied,  he  raised  a  general  clamor  against  himself.  The 
men  went  off  precisely  at  their  time,  and  exclaimed  against  him 
over  all  the  country,  as  an  enemy  to  liberty.  By  this  defection, 
in  the  space  of  six  weeks  in  the  middle  of  winter,  there  were 
not  more  than  seven  thousand  men  in  the  extensive  lines  round 
Boston.  If  General  Howe  had  had  good  intelligence,  he  might 
have  cleared  the  whole  environs  of  that  town  in  less  than 
twentv-four  hours;  for  such  a  small  bodv  of  troops  were  verv 
insufficient  to  defend  a  lino  of  intrenchments  and  redoubts,  that 
extended  at  least  twelve  or  fourteen  miles,  from  Mystic  River 
all  round  the  head  of  the  Bay  to  Dorchester  Point.  Another 
raw  army  was  at  last  drawn  together,  which  made  some  sem- 
blance of  attacking  Boston,  on  which  General  Howe  left  it. 
Since  the  war  has  been  moved  into  the  territory  of  New  York, 
we  find  General  Putnam  commanding  in  the  lines,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Brooklyn.  It  is  not  surprising  that  new  levies  should 
be  beat  by  veterans.  After  the  defeat,  the  desertion  of  their 
lines  was  a  wise  measure,  as  their  retreat  might  have  been  cut 
off  by  ships  of  war  posted  in  the  East  River. 

General  John  Thomas  died  at  Sorel,  in  Canada,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1778. 
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There  is  no  doubt  but  General  Putnam  wishes  as  sin- 
cerely for  peace  as  any  man  on  either  side  of  the  question ; 
yet  there  is  no  man  in  either  army  will  do  his  duty  with  greater 
braverj-  in  the  field.  lie  never  was  a  favorer  of  American  In- 
dependency. As  to  his  person,  he  is  middle  size,  very  strongly 
made,  no  fat,  all  bones  and  muscles ;  he  has  a  lisp  in  his  speech, 
and  is  now  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  age.1 

November  8. — Thtb  day,  a  few  of  the  common  soldiers  of 
the  third  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  battalions,  gave  rise  to  a 
little  skirmish,  which,  though  trifling  in  itself,  we  8kinnUh  ttt  Monnt 
cannot  help  relating  it,  as  it  seems  to  point  out  Washington, 
some  of  the  effects  of  discipline. 

The  scene  of  this  little  rencontre  lay  on  an  eminence  be- 
tween the  termination  of  Mount  Washington  and  King's 
Bridge,1  in  a  transverse  line  with,  and  under  the  full  command 
of  a  height  in  possession  of  our  Hessian  enemy.  Near  the 
summit  of  this  eminence,  and  facing  some  of  our  works,  is  a 
large  rock  or  natural  breastwork,  where  a  small  body  of  their 
men  were  posted.  Two  of  our  people  had  the  boldness  to  ad- 
vance up  this  hill  without  the  least  cover,  in  order,  they  said, 
to  have  a  fairer  shot  at  those  planted  behind  the  rocky  barrier. 
These  sustained  the  musketry  of  the  Hessians,  and  the  fire  from 
a  field-piece  from  the  ncigli boring  height.  Some  more  of  our 
men  went  up  to  their  assistance.  The  fire  upon  the  breastwork 
was  now  redoubled,  and  poured  in  upon  our  enemies,  in  such  a 
close  and  well-managed  succession  as  entirely  silenced  them. 

The  Hessian  main  guard,  who  were  posted  about  four  hun- 
dred yards  from  this  place,  seeing  the  danger  of  their  sentries, 
turned  out  and  marched  to  their  relief.  About  fifty  of  the  enemy 
were  in  motion.  Our  little  body  was  now  augmented  to  be- 
tween fifteen  and  twenty.  They  were  at  but  a  very  small 
distance  from  the  breastwork,  when,  perceiving  the  route  of  the 
Hessians,  they  saw  they  must  either  give  up  the  ground  they 
had  gained,  or  intimidate  the  approaching  enemy.  At  this  crit- 

1  A  correspondent  of  the  Middlesex  Journal,  December  21. 
*  Near  New  York. 


Digitized  by  Google 


342 


DIAKY  OF  THE  REVOLITION. 


[1776. 


ical  juncture,  I  could  see  the  brave  fellows  form  with  the  ut- 
most regularity  and  order ;  and  then,  as  if  under  the  command 
of  the  best  officer,  arrange  into  three  divisions.  The  specta- 
tors on  both  sides,  as  if  by  mutual  agreement,  seemed  willing 
to  trust  the  issue  of  this  little  affair  to  those  already  in  the 
field  and  in  motion. 

Two  of  our  divisions  immediately  began  a  circuit  around  the 
bend  of  the  hill,  in  order,  as  was  supposed,  to  get  on  the  rear  of 
the  enemy  at  the  rocks,  and  oppose  the  main  guard,  who  were 
coining  on,  whilst  the  centre  division  advanced  towards  the 
rock,  keeping  up,  all  the  while,  a  regular  fire.  This  little 
piece  of  instinctive,  or,  rather,  mechanical  generalship,  had  a 
most  beautiful  effect.  The  sentries,  aware  of  their  danger, 
precipitately  retreated,  carrying  off  two  killed  or  wounded. 
Our  men  took  possession  of  their  post,  burned  their  huts,  and 
secured  a  rifle  gun,  a  musket,  and  blanket,  which  we  suppose 
belonged  to  those  who  were  carried  off.  Upon  gaining  the 
contested  ground,  they  gave  three  cheers  for  the  Congress, 
which  was  returned  by  their  flanking  parties,  and  replied  to 
by  the  Hessian  artillery. 

The  divisions  now  united,  and  seemed,  notwithstanding  the 
enemy's  field-pieces  and  superior  force,  which  was  advancing 
against  them,  resolved  on  defending  the  height  they  had  so 
martially  obtained.  For  this  purpose  we  could  see  them  dis- 
pose themselves  along  a  rail  fence  that  commanded  the  road, 
by  which  the  Ilessian  guard  must  pass  before  they  could  make 
an  advantageous  attack.  They  were  now  reinforced  with  a  few 
stragglers  from  other  regiments. 

Their  fire  was  so  very  well  directed  and  judiciously  managed 
as  to  keep  the  Hessians  at  bay ;  and,  at  length,  forced  them  to 
take  shelter  in  an  orchard,  nearly  opposite  to  our  little  line  of 
adventurers.  They  held  their  ground  till  night,  and  then  came 
off  in  good  order,  and  with  only  one  man  wounded — a  Ser- 
geant Wright,  of  the  third  Pennsylvania  regiment.  He  re- 
ceived a  ball  in  advancing  to  the  rocky  breastwork. 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  the  detail  of  this  little  affair, 
as  it  seems  to  show,  in  some  measure,  the  force  and  advantages 
of  good  discipline.  Here,  a  few  men,  without  any  preconcerted 
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plan,  met  together  by  chance,  and  without  a  leader  to  direct 
them,  exhibited  an  epitome  of  generalship  that  would  not  have 
dishonored  even  Hannibal  or  Seipio.  Examples  of  this  kind 
show,  more  than  any  thing  else,  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  early  and  late  inculcating  the  strictest  forms  of  discipline. 
It  is  by  no  means  improbable,  that  the  beauty  and  order  of 
most  of  the  animal  motions  arise  from  repetition.  This,  par- 
ticularly in  the  soldiery,  begets  habits  which  are  often  prefer- 
able to  the  greatest  courage.1 

November  9. — Hitherto  the  achievements  of  our  little 
army  on  York  Island  have  been  extremely  fortunate.  The 
genius  that  presides  there  seems  to  be  of  the  enterprising 
kind.  Last  campaign  it  was  thought  a  matter  of  great  hardi- 
hood and  praise  to  burn  the  enemy's  guard  house  at  Koxbury, 
on  Boston  Neck,  and  a  few  houses  in  Charlestown,*  under 
cover  of  the  night ;  but  here  such  exploits  are  conducted  in 
open  day. 

This  morning,  we  found  the  enemy  once  more  in  possession 
of  the  rock  from  whence  we  had  routed  them  yesterday. 
About  eighty  men,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Penrose, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  Major  Hubley,  (late  an  officer  at  the 
northward,)  resolved  to  dislodge  them  a  second  time.  As  the 
men  were  in  high  spirits,  and  the  barn  and  dwelling-house 
which  the  guard  occupied  at  but  a  small  distance,  the  colonel 
proposed  storming  them.  We  soon  regained  the  rock,  and, 
with  surprising  rapidity,  the  houses,  notwithstanding  an  inces- 
sant fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  main  guard,  and  a  small 
redoubt  in  an  orchard  adjoining  the  guard,  that  commanded 
the  road.  The  Hessians  were  soon  obliged  to  abandon  their 
posts.  We  killed  on  the  spot  about  ten,  and  the  rest  cither  es- 
caped or  were  burned  in  the  houses,  which  some  of  our  men, 
without  orders,  immediately  fired. 

It  is  something  remarkable  that  on  our  side  we  had  only 
one  man  wounded.  Perhaps  the  sally  was  so  unexpected  as 
to  have  entirely  disconcerted  and  confused  the  enemy.  As 

*  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  November  21.  ■  See  page  193,  ante. 
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it  is,  no  men  ever  behaved  more  resolutely  or  bravely  than 
ours.' 

November  13. — Yesterday  the  British  decamped  from 
Dobb's  ferry,  and  marched  as  far  as  Phillip's  manor,  (five 
miles  from  King's  Bridge,)  where  they  halted  and  pitched 
their  tents.  Thev  seem  to  be  bending  their  course-  towards 
York  Island,  and  it  is  apprehended  they  mean  to  attack  Fort 
Washington.  Yesterday  we  reinforced  the  garrison  at  that 
place  with  five  hundred  men,  and  we  hope  it  is  very  tenable. 
Deserters  inform  us  that  they  are  resolved  to  take  it  this  cam- 
paign, if  they  are  obliged  to  invest  it  with  their  whole  army. 
The  three  ships  which  went  up  the  North  Kiver  a  few  days 
ago,  have  fallen  down  within  three  miles  of  Fort  Lee,  and  will 
push  by  the  first  fair  wind. 

Last  night  we  went  a  Tory  hunting  with  a  party  of  fifty 
men,  but  the  birds  had  flown  before  we  arrived.  However,  we 
were  repaid  by  a  sight  of  the  enemy's  encampment,  whose 
fires  being  very  numerous  and  greatly  extended,  exhibited  a 
delightful  appearance.1 

It  is  ven'  remarkable,  says  a  correspondent,  that  the  event 
of  this  unnatural  war  should  so  direcflv  contradict  Lord  Sand- 

Mr 

wieh's  assertion  in  calling  the  Americans  "  cowards,"  and  that 
his  particular  friends  should  sutler  so  essentially.  Major  Pit- 
cairne  re-echoed  his  lordship's  opinion,  and  boasted,  before 
he  embarked  at  Portsmouth,  that  if  he  drew  his  sword  but 
half  out  of  the  scabbard,  the  whole  banditti  (as  he  termed  them) 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  would  flee  from  him.  Behold,  he  is 
slain,  on  the  first  time  he  appears  in  the  field  against  them. 
Captain  Howe,  of  the  Glasgow,  another  of  his  lordship's 
friends,  falls  in  with  two  or  three  ragamuffin  privateers,  and 
he  brings  his  lordship  an  undeniable  proof  that,  the  Americans 
are  not  cowards ;  and  now  we  have  a  Gazette  account  that 
these  cowards  have  beat  two  fifty-gun  ships,  four  frigates,  of 
twenty-eight  guns  each,  and  two  others  of  twenty-eight  guns 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Poet,  Nov.  21.     1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  Nov.  20. 
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each,  making  together  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  guns.1 
How  many  had  those  cowardly  Americans!!  Why,  truly, 
nineteen.  And  though  the  King's  ships  had  so  many  as  two 
hundred  and  fifty-two  well  manned,  to  so  few  as  nineteen, 
yet  those  cowardly  Americans  made  those  heroes  and  friends 
of  Lord  Sandwich,  with  his  boon  comjxnu'on  Sir  Peter  Par- 
ker, and  a  Scotch  lord,  confess  that  their  attempt  to  take 
an  insignificant  fort  "was  impractieahle,  and  that  a  further 
attempt  would  have  hcen  the  destruction  of  many  hrave  men, 
without  the  least  prohahility  of  success."  They  certainly  con- 
fided in  Lord  Sandwich's  bare  ipne  (//'.n't,  and  could  not  he 
otherwise  convinced,  without  losing  one  of  the  King's  ships, 
and  having  five  more  nearly  battered  to  pieces,  besides  losing 
sixty-four  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-one  wounded." 

Novfmhf.u  16*. — About  two  o'clock  this  afternoon  a  large 
body  of  British  troops  from  Kew  York,  with  a  body  of  Hes- 
sians from  King's  Bridge,  made  an  attack  upon  Fort  Wllsbington 
the  American  lines  at  that  place.  At  the  same  takcn-' 
time,  a  number  of  boats  from  the  shipping  came  up  Harlem 
River,  and  landed  a  party  of  men,  who  advanced  forward  with 
an  intention  to  cut  off  our  retreat,  which  in  part  they  effected  ; 
bnt  a  part  of  our  men  taking  advantage  of  a  hill,  got  safe  to 
the  fort ;  the  other  part,  being  almost  surrounded,  were  obliged 
to  fight  their  way  through  the  enemy,  by  which  means  the 
heaviest  fire  from  our  troops  was  directed  against  the  Hessians, 
who  were  beat  back,  and  obliged  to  be  reinforced  three  several 
times  by  large  detachments  from  their  main  body.  In  this 
manner  our  small  army,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ma- 
gaw,  retreated,  sustaining  with  unexampled  resolution  a  con- 
tinual fire  of  the  cannon,  field-pieces,  and  musketry  of  more 
than  five  to  one  in  number,  till  they  reached  Fort  "Washing- 
ton, when  the  engagement  ceased.  Soon  after  the  engagement 
ended,  the  enemy  made  a  demand  of  the  fort,  and  Colonel 
Magaw  finding  it  impossible  to  defend  it,  surrendered  the  same 
to  the  enemy  about  sunset. 

'  At  Sullivan's  Island.  *  Pennsylvania  Journal,  November  27. 
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The  number  of  our  men  who  were  killed  in  the  above 
engagement  is  uncertain,  but  the  whole  loss  in  killed  and  taken 
prisoners,  is  upwards  of  two  thousand.  What  loss  the  enemy 
sustained  is  likewise  uncertain,  but  if  we  may  believe  the 
account  given  by  a  deserter  who  came  to  head-quarters  since 
the  engagement,  the  Ilessians  had  between  four  and  five 
thousand  men  killed  on  the  spot. 

Master  James  Lovel,  of  Boston,  who  has  been  a  prisoner 
more  than  eighteen  months,  is  now  on  his  way  from  New  York 
to  Boston,  having  been  exchanged  for  Governor  Skeene,  who 
was  some  time  held  a  prisoner  in  Hartford. 

We  hear  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  is  now  on  board  a  ship  at 
New  York  ;  that  he  has  been  treated  since  his  being  taken  a 
prisoner  with  the  utmost  barbarity,  till  lately,  but  the  rigor 
of  his  oppressors  has  been  a  little  softened,  and  he  is  now 
treated  according  to  his  rank ;  and  we  hope  an  exchange  will 
soon  take  place,  when  he  may  again  return  into  the  bosom  of 
his  grateful  country.1 

John  IIancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  American  Congress,  is 
now  more  the  object  of  pity  than  contempt.  His  fortune  alone 
raised   this  very  weak  man   to  consideration 

John  Hancock.  . 

in  the.  political  world,  and  with  the  diminution 
and  loss  of  property,  his  power  and  influence  have  declined 
and  fallen.  Adams'  conspiracy,  like  that  of  most  others,  was 
originally  composed  of  persons  destitute  of  property  and  the 
means  of  living.  Mr.  Hancock  was  therefore  early  admitted 
a  most  useful  member,  and  with  his  name  and  credit,  a 
system  of  sedition  was  undertaken  and  reared  to  a  general 
rebellion  and  revolt,  which,  through  the  poverty  and  dishonest 
characters  of  the  others,  could  not  have  been  supported  and 
propagated  without  these  aids.  They  even  found  it  necessary 
for  some  time  to  play  him  off  as  head  of  the  league ;  and  he 
not  only  contributed  profusely  towards  the  charges  and 
expenses  of  the  common  cause,  but  advanced  moneys  for  the 
discharge  of  the  debts,  and  for  the  maintenance  and  subsistence 

1  Freeman's  Journal,  December  8. 
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of  his  indigent  friend  Adams,  who  had  no  other  visible  means 
of  freedom  from  a  jail.  He  had  in  return  the  appearance  of 
gratitude  and  respect,  in  being  raised  to  the  first  hqnors  in  the 
election  and  gift  of  the  people,  and  thought  himself  indebted 
to  Adams  for  the  promotion  to  the  president's  chair.  But 
this  person  was  too  much  a  politician  to  have  regard  to  his 
benefactor  in  these  preferments ;  he  made  him  only  the 
stalking  horse  of  his  own  ambition,  and  consulted  his  honor 
no  further  than  was  conducive  to  his  own  interest,  and  the 
designs  of  the  confederacy.  These  could  not  long  be  pro- 
moted by  Hancock,  exhausted  of  his  whole  estate;  and  he 
has  lately  suffered  repeated  acts  of  mortifying  neglect,  and 
had  many  clear  evidences  of  the  wishes  of  his  old  friends,  not 
so  much  for  his  ruin,  which  would  little  avail  them,  as  for 
his  retirement  with  Mr.  Speaker  dishing,  whom  they  had 
before  laid  aside  as  useless.  His  natural  peevishness  was 
irritated  by  these  unexpected  and  ungrateful  dispositions  of 
his  friends ;  ho  would  least  of  all  brook  an  injur)7  from  one  so 
much  obliged  to  him  as  Adams  personally  had  been,  and  his 
resentment  hurried  him  into  an  open  opposition  and  conten- 
tion with  this  insidious  man,  which  probably  before  this  time 
has  terminated  in  his  own  fall  and  ruin.  For  it  appears  by 
the  last  advices  from  Philadelphia,  in  a  channel  of  intelligence 
of  great  credibility,  that  this  very  Adams  had  made  a  motion 
in  Congress  for  the  expulsion  of  his  benefactor  Hancock, 
fonnded  on  the  ostensible  reason  of  holding  principles  incom- 
patible with  independency;  in  which,  though  he  did  not 
immediately  and  directly  prevail,  because  it  was  not  thought 
derogatory  of  the  honor  and  prejudicial  of  the  general  interest 
of  that  body  to  depose  and  expel  their  president,  yet  it  was 
not  doubted  that  a  more  decent  method  would  be  taken  to 
lay  him  aside.1 

November  18. — By  a  person  lately  from  the  American 
camp,  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  veracity,  who  was  prisoner 
and  enlarged  by  General  Howe,  we  are  informed  that  the 

1  M  desar,"  in  the  Middlesex  Journal,  December  26. 
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enemy  lost  before  the  lines  of  Fort  'Washington,  seventeen 
hundred  killed  on  the  field,  and  ninety-six  wagon  loads  of 
^  wounded,  the  most  mortally ;  that  our  people 

Fort  WuhingtAn.  '  *    *  •  V      •  i«*  J  l 

behaved  with  the  greatest  intrepidity  and  resolu- 
tion ;  that  our  loss  was  about  three  hundred  killed  and 
wounded. — This  account  may  be  depended  on,  as  it  came 
from  divers  of  the  British  officers,  with  whom  the  gentleman 
was  intimately  acquainted. 

The  attack  did  not  commence  at  the  lines  at  Harlem,  as 
has  been  reported,  that  post  being  at  least  six  miles  distant 
from  Fort  Washington,  but  at  the  outlines  north  of  the  fort, 
distant  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile ;  that  the  Hessians  made  the 
attack,  and  marched  within  point  blank  pistol  shot  of  the 
lines,  where  they  were  kept  at  least  two  hours,  and  were,  by 
the  intrepidity  and  well-placed  fire  of  our  people,  cut  down  in 
whole  ranks.  The  brave  Americans  kept  their  post  until  a 
heavy  column  of  British  troops  appeared  in  their  rear ;  the  lines 
there  being  entirely  open,  obliged  them  to  retreat  and  en- 
deavor to  gain  the  fort ;  but  the  British  troops  being  nearer 
the  fort,  cut  off  and  obliged  a  considerable  part  to  surren- 
der prisoners.  The  fort  was  immediately  summoned,  but  the 
commanding  officer  first  pleaded  for  a  term  of  five  days  ;  that 
being  refused,  plead  for  the  honors  of  war,  which  was  also  de- 
nied, and  the  garrison  was  informed  that  unless  they  surren- 
dered at  discretion,  the  fort  would  be  immediately  invested, 
and  they  must  abide  the  consequence.  A  council  of  war  was 
immediately  held,  and  it  was  decided  that,  as  they  had  not 
any  water,  nor  could  get  any  at  the  places  from  which  the 
garrison  had  been  supplied  with  the  article,  they  being  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemy,  and  that  the  fort  was  not  capable  of  de- 
fence, agreed  to  surrender  it  and  themselves  at  discretion.  The 
commanding  officer  of  the  fort  is  a  gentleman  of  great  cour- 
age, and  would  have  defended  it  as  long  as  a  single  soldier  re- 
mained to  support  it,  had  it  been  capable  of  defence.  The 
highest  honors  are  due  to  him,  his  gallant  officers,  and  the 
brave  soldiers  who  were  under  his  command.1 


10. 
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George  Sexwyn,  the  other  evening,  in  one  of  the  polite 
gaming  houses  in  London,  hearing  a  young  gentleman  speak- 
ing with  great  animation  of  the  miraculous  escape  Anocdnteof 
of  General  Howe,  who  was  said  to  have  been  s«i»y«>. 
patting  Lord  Percy's  charger,  at  the  time  the  animal  was  shot 
under  him,  replied : — "  You  are  right ;  and  never  was  a  more 
miraculous  escape,  or  perhaps  more  temper  shown  upon  any 
occasion,  than  by  the  two  general  officers,  in  that  situation." 
4i  How  was  that  ?  I  did  not  hear  any  thing  about  it."  u  No ! — 
why  it  seems  they  were  disputing  about  the  age  of  the  horse, 
and  had  made  a  bet  upon  it ; — Lord  Percy  said  he  was  aged  ; 
Sir  William  said  otherwise;  and  just  as  the  latter  was  looking 
into  his  mouth,  to  satisfy  his  doubts,  a  nine  pounder  came  from 
Fort  Washington,  and  severed  the  horse's  head  from  his  body ; 
upon  which  Sir  William  Howe,  with  great  composure,  took  up 
the  head  and  showed  his  lordship  the  mark  in  his  mouth. 
Lord  Percy,  instantly  dismounting,  paid  him  the  money,  and 
then,  with  the  greatest  intrepidity,  led  his  brigade  to  the  walls 
of  the  fort."  1 

THE  PRUDENT  GENERALS  COMPARED. 

When  Rome  was  urged  by  adverse  fate, 

On  Cannae's  evil  day, 
A  Fabius  saved  the  sinking  state, 

By  caution  and  delay. 

"  One  only  State !  "  reply'd  a  smart ; 
Why  talk  of  such  a  dunce  ? 
When  Billy  Hovt,  by  the  same  art, 
Can  save  thirteen  at  once.' 

November  21. — An  officer  in  the  British  navy  has  written 
home,  that  the  bravery  of  the  King's  troops  cannot  be  too 
highly  commended.  He  then  says  that  every  capital  enterprise 
hitherto  made  by  General  Howe,  has  either  been  in  the  night 
or  by  break  of  day,  our  soldiers  being  taught  to  depend  more 
upon  their  bayonets  than  their  muskets ;  and  about  twilight  is 

1  Middlesex  Journal,  January  4,  1777.  •  Same,  January  2. 
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found  the  best  season  for  hunting  the  rebels  in  the  woods,  at 
which  time  their  rifles  are  of  yerv  little  use ;  and  thev  are  not 
found  so  serviceable  in  a  body  as  musketry,  a  rest  being  requi- 
site at  all  times ;  and  before  thev  are  able  to  make  a  second 
discharge,  it  frequently  happens  that  they  find  themselves  run 
through  the  body  by  the  push  of  a  bayonet,  as  a  rill  email  is 
not  entitled  to  any  quarter. 

He  also  says,  that  on  the  rebels  first  retreating,  a  clergy- 
man at  "Westchester  assembled  the  people,  and,  in  a  very 
pathetic  and  loyal  address,  advised  them  to  repentance  and 
submission,  which  had  the  desired  effect.  This  conduct  en- 
raged the  rebels  against  him  exceedingly,  and  on  their  return 
they  cut  his  throat,  and  afterwards  mangled  the  dead  body  in 
a  shocking  manner.  His  wife  and  children  were  stripped  al- 
most naked,  and  driven  round  the  rebel  camp.  They  were 
treated  in  this  cruel  manner  several  davs,  and  then  sent  to  our 
camp.  Notwithstanding  these  instances  of  savage  cruelty, 
their  prisoners  with  us  are  treated  with  the  utmost  humanity.1 

Yesterday,  a  party  of  the  British  army  landed  near  Dobb's 
ferry,  and  soon  after  took  possession  of  Fort  Lee.  On  the  ap- 
pearance of  our  troops,  the  rebels  fled  like  scared 
rabbits,  and  in  a  few  moments  after  we  reached  the 
hill  near  their  intrenchments,  not  a  rascal  of  them  could  be 
seen.  They  have  left  some  poor  pork,  a  few  greasy  proclama- 
tions, and  some  of  that  scoundrel  Common  Sense  man's  letters, 
which  we  can  read  at  our  leisure,  now  that  we  have  got  one  of 
the  "  impregnable  redoubts  "  of  Mr.  Washington's  to  quarter 
\n     #    *    #    #  -\ye  mten(j  to  pU8h  on  after  the  long-faces  in 

a  few  days.* 

In  the  country  dances  published  in  London  for  next  year, 
there  is  one  called  "  Lord  Howe's  Jig,"  in  which  there  is  "cross 
over,  change  hands,  turn  your  partner,  foot  it  on  both  sides," 
and  other  movements  admirably  depictive,  says  a  correspond- 
ent, of  the  present  war  in  America.' 

1  Middlesex  Journal,  December  31.  1  Markoc  to  Oswald.  • 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  March  12. 
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After  the  late  battle  of  the  White  Plains,  the  provincial 
officers  who  were  taken  prisoners,  being  dispersed  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  regular  army,  were  occasionally  General 
asked  to  dine  at  the  tables  of  our  general  officers.  De  HcUter- 
It  happened  one  day  that  a  party  of  them  dined  with  General 
De  Heister,  the  Hessian  General,  who,  as  soon  as  the  cloth  was 
taken  away,  drank  "the  King.7'  Some  of  the  provincials 
drank  the  toast,  others  drank  their  wine  and  said  nothing.  At 
last,  one  who  had  more  plain  dealing  about  him  than  the  rest, 
refused  drinking  it,  giving  it  as  a  reason,  with  many  apolo- 
gies, "  that  if  it  had  been  a  favorite  toast  with  him,  he  would 
not  then  be  in  the  situation  he  was  at  present."  This  occa- 
sioned some  confusion,  and  in  particular  brought  on  an  alterca- 
tion between  him  and  the  general,  which  in  the  end  terminated 
in  the  latter  so  far  forgetting  himself  as  to  strike  the  former 
with  his  cane.  This  no  doubt  is  nothing  more  than  what  is  com- 
mon in  the  German  discipline,  yet,  though  it  may  be  thought 
advisable  for  us  to  want  their  assistance  as  soldiers,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  British  generals  will  reprobate  such  feelings  and  man- 
ners.' 

There  is  very  good  intelligence  that  the  British  intend  to 
make  a  push  for  Philadelphia.  We  hear  part  of  their  force  is 
embarked,  either  to  go  up  the  Delaware,  and  make  their  at- 
tacks on  both  sides  at  once,  or  eke  to  amuse  the  Southern 
States,  and  prevent  their  sending  any  assistance  to  Philadel- 
phia. We  have  not  force  enough  to  oppose  their  march  by 
land.  We  look  to  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  for  their 
militia,  and  on  their  spirit  depends  the  preservation  of  Amer- 
ica. If  in  this  hour  of  adversity  they  shrink  from  danger, 
they  deserve  to  be  slaves  indeed !  If  the  freedom  that  success 
will  insure  us,  if  the  misery  that  awaits  our  subjection,  will  not 
rouse  them,  why  let  them  sleep  till  they  awake  in  bondage." 

November  27. — Yesterday  afternoon,  at  the  review  of  the 
militia  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  liberties,  nothing  could 

1  Upcott,  iv.  419.  *  Pennsylvania  Journal,  November  27. 
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exceed  the  zeal  and  ardor  of  the  men,  who  unanimously  turned 
out  volunteers,  to  serve  their  country  at  this  important  junc- 
ture. So  laudable  an  example,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  followed 
in  the  other  parts. 

At  eleven  o'clock  this  forenoon,  a  very  large  and  general 
town  meeting  was  held  in  the  State  House  yard.  The  mem- 
„  .  bcrs  of  the  General  Assembly  and  the  Council  of 
Philadelphia.  gafL.fy  were  present ;  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  council,  being  in  the  chair.  The  intelligence  which 
has  been  received  of  the  probability  of  General  Howe  having  it 
in  contemplation  to  invade  the  State,  was  laid  before  the  citi- 
zens, and  they  were  informed  that  the  Congress  requested  the 
militia  of  the  city,  and  several  of  the  counties,  and  part  of  the 
militia  of  each  of  the  other  counties,  to  march  into  New  Jer- 
sey. The  people  expressed  their  cheerful  approbation  of  the 
measure,  by  the  most  unanimous  acclamations  of  joy  ever  ob- 
served on  any  occasion,  and  the  militia  are  ordered  to  be  re- 
viewed to-morrow,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  General 
Mifflin  addressed  his  fellow-citizens  in  a  spirited,  animating, 
and  affectionate  address,  which  was  received  by  them  with 
marks  of  approbation,  which  showed  their  esteem  for,  and 
confidence  in,  the  general.1 

November  30. — Tins  day,  the  Howes  have  issued  a  procla- 
mation commanding  all  persons  whatsoever,  who  are  assem- 
rrocwionor  uled  together  in  arms  against  his  Majesty's  gov- 
tiu>  iiowe>.  eminent,  to  disband  themselves,  and  return  to 
their  dwellings,  there  to  remain  in  a  peaceable  and  quiet  man- 
ner. They  also  charge  and  command  all  such  other  persons  as 
are  assembled  together  under  the  name  or  names  of  general  or 
provincial  Congresses,  committees,  conventions,  or  other  asso- 
ciations, by  whatever  name  or  names  known  aud  distinguished, 
or  who,  under  color  of  any  authority  from  any  such  Congress, 
committee,  convention,  or  other  association,  take  upon  them  to 
issue  or  execute  any  orders  for  levying  money,  raising  troops, 
fitting  out  armed  ships  or  vessels,  imprisoning  and  otherwise 

1  Freeman's  Journal,  December  24. 
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molesting  his  Majesty's  subjects,  to  desist  and  cease  from  all 
such  treasonable  actions  and  doings,  and  to  relinquish  all  such 
usurped  power  and  authority,  so  that  peace  may  be  restored  ; 
a  speedy  remission  of  past  offences  quiet  the  apprehensions 
of  the  guilty,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  colonies  be 
enabled  to  reap  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty's  paternal  goodness, 
in  the  preservation  of  their  property,  the  restoration  of  their 
commerce,  and  the  security  of  their  most  valuable  rights,  under 
the  just  and  moderate  authority  of  the  crown  and  parliament 
of  Great  Britain.  And  they  further  declare  and  make  known 
to  all  men,  that  every  person  who,  within  sixty  days,  shall  ap- 
pear before  the  governor,  or  any  other  officer  in  his  Majesty's 
service,  having  the  command  of  any  detachment  or  parties  of 
his  Majesty's  forces,  or  before  the  admiral  or  commander- 
in-chief  of  his  Majesty's  fleets,  or  any  officer  commanding  any 
of  his  Majesty's  ships-of-war,  or  any  armed  vessel  in  his  Maj- 
esty's service,  within  any  of  the  ports,  havens,  creeks,  or 
upon  the  coast  of  America,  and  shall  claim  the  benefit  of  this 
proclamation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  testify  his  obedience  to 
the  laws  by  subscribing  a  declaration  in  the  words  following : 
"  I,  A.  B.,  do  promise  and  declare  that  I  will  remain  in  a 
peaceable  obedience  to  his  Majesty,  and  will  not  take  up  arms 
in  opposition  to  his  authority,"  shall  and  may  obtain  a  full  and 
free  pardon  of  all  treasons,  misprisons  of  treason  by  him 
heretofore  committed  or  done,  and  of  all  forfeitures,  attainders, 
and  penalties  for  the  same ;  and  upon  producing  to  them,  or 
either  of  them,  a  certificate  of  such,  his  appearance  and  decla- 
ration, shall  and  may  have  and  receive  such  pardon  made  and 
passed  to  him  in  due  form.1 

Messrs.  Howe. — We  have  seen  your  proclamation,  and  as 
it  is  a  great  curiosity,  think  it  deserves  some  notice ;  and  lest 
no  one  else  should  deign  to  notice  it,  will  make  XnOTW  Ul  nowM 
a  few  remarks  upon  what  was  designed  for  public  Procl*m*llon- 
benefit.    In  this  rarity  we  see  slaves  offering  liberty  to  free 
Americans;   thieves  and  robbers  offer  to  secure  our  rights 

1  Upcott,  iT.  417 
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and  property ;  murderers  offer  us  pardon ; — a  perjured  TVrant, 
by  the  mouth  of  two  of  his  hireling  butchers,  "  commands"  all 
the  civil  and  military  powers  in  these  independent  States,  to 
resign  all  pretensions  to  authority,  and  to  acknowledge 
subjection  to  a  foreign  despot,  even  his  mock  majesty,  now 
reeking  with  blood  and  murder.  This  is  truly  a  curiosity, 
and  is  a  compound  of  the  most  consummate  arrogance  and 
folly  of  the  cloven-footed  spawn  of  despairing  wretches,  who 
are  laboring  to  complete  the  works  of  tyranny  and  death.  It 
would  be  far  less  wicked,  and  not  quite  so  stupid,  for  the 
Grand  Turk  to  send  two  of  his  slaves  into  Britain,  Howelizts 
and  W.  Ilowoldozt,  to  command  all  the  Britons  to  acknowl- 
edge themselves  the  slaves  of  the  Turk,  offering  to  secure 
their  rights  and  property,  and  to  pardon  such  as  had  borne 
arms  against  his  Sublime  Highness,  upon  conditions  of  their 
making  submission  within  "  sixty  days." 

Messienrs  Howe  and  TV.  Howe,  pray  read  your  proclama- 
tion once  more,  and  consider  how  modest  you  appear;  and 
reflect  on  the  infinite  contempt  with  which  you  are  viewed 
by  the  Americans,  and  remember  the  meanest  freeman 
"  scorns  the  highest  slave." 

We  do  not,  however,  suppose  you  are  such  idiots  as  to 
expect  your  proclamation  will  meet  with  any  thing  but 
contempt  from  these  independent  States;  you  have  had  too 
much  experience  of  their  wisdom  and  valor  to  hope  for  any 
thing  else ;  but  as  you  have  failed  to  subjugate  the  Colonies, 
(and  as  our  haughty  masters  have  told  the  nation  you  would 
"  bring  them  to  obedience,")  this  proclamation  is  to  furnish 
a  puff  in  the  place  of  victory ;  thereby  to  support  the  dying 
hopes  of  those  miserable  wretches  who  are  wishing  for  our 
destruction.  So  that  George  and  his  slaves,  while  they  are 
gaping  for  the  tidings  of  our  being  conquered,  will,  instead 
thereof,  receive  your  conquering  proclamation,  commanding 
us  to  submit !  Truly,  if  we  had  any  pity  for  tyrants  or  their 
tools,  we  should  pity  you ;  but,  to  be  honest,  we  sincerely 
despise  you,  and  all  your  abettors,  without  the  least  mixture 
of  fear,  esteem,  or  compassion,  except  that  which  is  due  to  the 
greatest  criminals. 
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Before  concluding,  we  will  give  you  some  good  advice, 
and  some  information,  which  we  had  thought  of  issuing  by 
way  of  proclamation,  but  it  may  suffice  in  this  place.  We 
advise  you,  and  each  of  you,  jointly  and  separately,  to  make 
the  best  of  your  way  to  Britain ;  and  if  your  master  should 
frown  upon  his  wicked  servants  for  not  having  done  more 
wickedly,  you  may  perhaps  escape  with  your  necks ;  and  if 
not,  you  will  perhaps  only  be  hanged,  and  that  may  preserve 
you  from  a  worse  punishment  in  America. — And  now  for 
information,  (which  you  seem  very  much  to  want :)  Know  ye, 
the  States  of  America  are  now  completing  an  army  raised  for 
the  whole  war,  consisting  of  eighty-eight  battalions,  viz., 
sixty-four  thousand  and  sixty-four  men,  who  are  to  be 
reinforced  if  necessary  from  the  well-formed  militia  in  the 
States,  which  may  be  three  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand. 
This  will  be  something  of  an  object;  but  add  to  this  vast 
army  our  resource  by  sea,  (the  captures  this  year  are 
estimated  at  not  less  than  two  millions  sterling;)  and  consider 
our  rapid  progress  in  arms  and  all  the  implements  of  war,- 
can  you  suppose,  can  even  the  button-making  idiot  of  Britain 
imagine  these  United  States,  with  the  glorious  prize  of  liberty 
in  their  hands,  and  the  most  animating  prospect  of  every 
felicity  that  Heaven  can  bestow,  will  resign  themselves,  their 
posterity,  and  all  that  is  great  and  good  into  the  devouring 
jaws  of  hellish  tyrants? 

You  are  no  doubt  pleased  with  being  reinforced  by  a  few 
dastardly  Tories  at  New  York ;  and  we  sincerely  wish  every 
wretch  who  deserves  that  name  was  with  you.  "We  would 
inform  you,  that  we  have  assurance  from  Europe,  that  several 
nations  are  preparing  to  revenge  past  injuries  received  from 
Britain,  and  that  his  Tyrantship  will  have  full  employ  very 
soon,  without  troubling  the  States  of  America.  In  concluding, 
let  us  advise  you  to  prepare  for  your  latter  end  that  you  may 
be  proper  objects  for  a  pardon.' 

There  was  a  large  forest,  inhabited  by  a  few  sheep.  In 

1  An  American,  in  the  Boston  Gazette,  December  30. 
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the  neighborhood  was  a  nation  of  mastiff  dogs,  another  of 
foxes,  another  of  wolves,  and  another  of  boars.  The  sheep 
a  Fable.  were  protected  by  the  dogs  till  they  increased  to  a 
great  multitude.  After  a  bloody  war,  in  which  they 
were  saved  by  the  dogs  from  both  the  foxes  and  the  wolves, 
the  sheep  imagined  themselves  to  be  a  very  mighty  people, 
and  some  old  stinking  rams  told  them  it  was  not  proper  that 
the  dogs  should  any  longer  rule  over  them.  The  dogs  had 
bit  them  they  said,  and  intended  to  bite  them  more  severely. 
And  so  the  sheep  proclaimed  themselves  a  commonwealth  of 
free  people.  Yet  while  they  complained  how  the  dogs  had 
oppressed  them,  they  boasted  with  the  same  breath,  that 
so  greatly  had  they  prospered,  that  in  twelve  years  they  were 
become  a  match  for  the  world,  though  it  was  evident  that 
before  that  time  they  could  not  defend  themselves  against  the 
foxes  only.  The  dogs,  upon  this,  resolved  to  bring  them 
back  to  obedience,  but  the  sheep  implored  the  foxes,  the 
wolves,  and  the  boars  to  attack  the  dogs,  which  they  gladly 
performed ;  and  while  the  best  mastiffs  were  in  the  country 
of  the  sheep,  these  different  tribes  so  violently  attacked  their 
old  formidable  enemies  the  dogs,  that  they  utterly  broke  their 
strength,  and  ruined  them  as  a  people.  But  the  sheep  did  not 
long  boast  of  their  profound  politics  ;  the  foxes,  the  wolves,  and 
the  boars  poured  in  upon  them,  and  soon  rendered  them  the 
most  abject  and  miserable  of  all  animals. 


THE  MORAL 

is  this.  The  Americans  are,  in  reality,  as  defenceless  as 
sheep ;  it  is  impossible  they  can,  for  several  centuries,  con- 
stitute an  empire ;  they  want  many  requisites.  The  English 
are  generous,  brave  mastiffs;  the  French  have  always  been 
sly,  ravenous  foxes,  the  Spaniards  cruel  wolves,  when  they 
conquer,  and  the  Dutch  mere  wild  boars,  wherever  they 
can  effect  a  settlement.  Amboyna  and  all  their  settlements 
witness  this.  But  though,  for  the  fable's  sake,  I  suppose 
the  conquest  of  the  mastiffs,  I  trust  that  event  is  yet  very 
distant;  and  that  half  a  million  of  determined  fighting 
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sheep,  with  all  their  ingratitude,  (a  circumstance  infinitely 
more  to  be  .feared  than  the  strength  of  their  horns,)  will 
never  effect  so  unworthy  a  purpose.  And  let  me  add, 
there  is  a  circumstance  in  the  natural  history  of  the  sheep 
which  greatly  resembles  American  courage.  When  you  go 
near  a  flock  of  sheep,  a  few  will  at  first  run,  then  the  whole 
body  of  them  will  draw  up  in  a  line  like  soldiers ;  will  watch 
your  motions ;  will  seem  as  if  they  felt  vastly  bold,  aye,  and 
will  6tamp  their  feet  on  the  gronnd  in  a  menacing  manner ; 
but  let  a  mastiff  walk  up  to  them,  and  half  a  million  of  these 
determined  threateners,  will  instantly  take  to  their  heels,  and 
fly  oft'  in  the  greatest  fear  and  confusion.1 

December  1. — Since  the  rebels  abandoned  Fort  Lee,  they 
have  been  hurrying  through  the  Jerseys,  closely  followed  by 
Cornwallis  and  his  magic  lights.  The  arch-rebel  Washing- 
ton is  now  at  Brunswick,  but  how  long  he  will  remain  the 
devil  only  knows,  (for  the  Lord  won't  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
him.)  Yesterday  we  heard  that  our  friends  were  coming  on, 
and,  in  that  event,  we  shall  soon  lose  the  company  of  the 
Congress  tatter  de  mallion*,  which  certainly  most  of  the 
people  here  (Brunswick)  do  not  feel  sorry  for.  ******  * 

Ned  has  just  come  in  from  Bonum,  by  the  back  road,  and 
says  that  the  troops  are  now  passed  through  that  town,  and 
will  soon  be  here." 

December  2. — Yesterday,  on  the  appearance  of  the  enemy 
at  Brunswick,  General  Washington  ordered  a  retreat  to 
Princeton,  where  we  arrived  early  this  morning.  We  are  in 
a  terrible  situation,  with  the  enemy  close  upon  us,  and  whole 
regiments  of  Marylanders  and  Jerseymen  leaving  us.  To- 
morrow we  go  to  Trenton,  where  the  general  is  determined  to 
make  a  stand.  *  *  *  A  Tory  from  Monmouth  lower  county, 
was  brought  in  here  to-day  by  a  party  of  the  Pennsylvania 
boy 8.  He  mistook  them  for  the  regMare,  and  came  quite  into 
camp  without  perceiving  his  mistake.   This  afternoon,  after 

■  "Britannicus,"  in  the  Middlesex  Journal,  December  26.         •  Carrer.  f 
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taking  off  his  breeches  and  giving  him  an  absolution,  by  set- 
fhg  him  on  the  ice,  (to  cool  his  loyalty,)  they  set  him  to  work 
bringing  in  fagots.  He  seems  pleased  with  his  new  office, 
knowing  that  he  got  off  easy.  Notwithstanding  General 
Stirling  deprecates  severity  to  the  infernal  Tories  we  catch, 
they  get  absolution  often.1 

"When  Governor  Trumbull  recommended  to  the  house- 
holders in  Connecticut,  who  were  not  obliged  to  do  military 
^  duty,  to  form  themselves  into  companies,  choose 
Married  Regiment  their  own  officers,  and  equip  themselves  for  the 
defence  of  these  States,  a  number  of  aged  gentlemen  in  the 
town  of  Waterbury  embodied  themselves,  and  nominated 
their  own  officers,  who  were  honored  with  commissions.  When 
the  regiment  of  militia,  to  which  they  belong,  was  ordered  to 
New  York,  agreeable  to  a  late  resolve  of  the  general  assembly, 
this  company  was  the  first  that  marched  and  reached  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  It  is  now  at  Rye,  and  consists  of  twenty- 
four  men;  their  ages  added  together,  are  a  thousand  years; 
they  are  all  married  men,  and  when  they  came  from  home 
left  behind  them  their  wives,  with  an  hundred  and  forty-nine 
children.  One  of  them  is  fifty-nine  years  of  age,  and  is  the 
father  of  nineteen  children,  and  twelve  grandchildren ; 
fourteen  of  his  own  children  are  now  living.  A  worthy 
example  of  patriotism. — Let  others  go  and  do  likewise.* 

Mr.  Washington  has  ordered  the  people  of  New  Jersey 
to  burn  and  destroy  all  the  hay  and  corn  which  they  can- 
not carry  back  into  the  country.  This,  among  other  enor- 
mitie8  of  the  like  kind,  will  ruin  many  fanners  in  that 
province  and  desolate  the  country.  And  yet  this  is  the  man, 
who  has  the  assurance  to  accuse  others  of  devastation  and 
mischief.    Rebels  are  hopeful  reformers. 

So  great  is  the  rage  of  fighting  among  the  Presbyterian 
preachers,  that  one  of  them  has  taken  no  less  than  seven 
different  commissions,  in  order  to  excite  the  poor  deluded 
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men  who  have  taken  up  arms,  they  know  not  why, 
to  stand  forth  with  an  enthusiastic  ardor,  against  their  King 
and  the  constitution. 

Two  or  three  members  of  Congress,  one  or  two  of  them 
worse  than  nothing,  and  the  other  involved  in  debt,  have 
realized  great  sums,  which  they  have  remitted  to  Holland 
and  some  of  the  European  banks ;  where,  it  is  supposed,  they 
mean  to  retire  when  the  desperate  game  they  are  now  play- 
ing can  be  no  longer  maintained.  This  is  plunder  upon  their 
country,  under  the  infamous  pretence  of  patriotism  and  public 
virtue.  Charity  itself  cannot  wish  that  men  with  such  ill- 
gotten  goods,  acquired  at  the  expense  and  ruin  of  a  once 
happy  and  flourishing  country,  should  ever  be  able  to 
enjoy  them  in  peace  and  security 

This  morning,  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  John  Roberts, 
a  dissenting  minister,  was  seized  on  suspicion  of  being  an  ene- 
my to  the  rights  of  America,  when  he  was  tarred  and  feath- 
ered ;  after  which,  the  populace,  whose  fury  could  not  be  ap- 
peased, erected  a  gibbet  on  which  they  hanged  him,  and  after- 
wards made  a  bonfire,  in  which  Roberts,  together  with  the 
gibbet,  was  consumed  to  ashes.' 

December  12. — Since  last  Sunday,  we  have  all  been  at  the 
laboring  oar,  from  the  generals  to  the  privates.  Early  in  that 
day  we  heard  that  Cornwallis  was  coming  in  three  Arncrlcan!,  Retn,at 
different  ways.*  Knowing  our  weak  situation,  he  t0  Trcnton  FaU"- 
made  a  forced  march  to  come  up  with  us,  and  was  within  two 
miles  of  Princeton,  when  Lord  Stirling  began  his  retreat  with 
two  brigades.  Boats  from  every  quarter  were  collected,  and 
our  stores,  together  with  the  troops  remaining  at  Trcnton,  were 
immediately  conveyed  over  the  Delaware.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ing, having  every  thing  over,  we  crossed  the  Delaware,  and  took 
our  quarters  about  half  a  mile  from  the  river.  About  eleven 
o'clock  the  enemy  came  marching  down  with  all  the  pomp  of 


'  Game's  Mercury,  December  2.  ■  Upcott,  It.  419. 
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war,  in  great  expectation  of  getting  boats,  and  immediately  pur- 
suing ;  but  of  this  we  took  proper  care,  by  destroying  every 
boat,  shallop,  &c.,  we  could  lay  our  hands  on.  They  made 
forced  marches  up  and  down  the  river,  in  pursuit  of  boats,  but 
in  vain.  This  is  Thursday ;  the  enemy  are  much  scattered, 
some  in  Trenton,  directly  opposite  ;  from  that  on  their  left  to 
Bordentown  and  Burlington,  on  the  river  banks.  They  are  at 
least  twelve  thousand  strong,  determined  for  Philadelphia,  for 
which  purpose  they  are  transporting  flat-bottomed  boats  from 
Brunswick  to  Trenton  by  land.' 

December  13. — This  morning,  about  eleven  o'clock,  Gen- 
eral Lee  was  taken  prisoner  at  Baskenridge,  in  New  Jersey, 
General  Loe    °J  Colonel  Harcourt  with  a  party  of  light  horse. 

Uken  Prisoner.    ^  ^   ^  ^  "Qf   ^  ^ 

which  General  Lee  was  stopping,  saw  the  troopers  coming  on 
the  run,  ajid  at  first  supposed  them  to  be  ours;  but  soon  per- 
ceived his  mistake  by  their  swords,  which  are  more  crooked 
than  ours.  His  piece  not  being  loaded,  he  charged ;  they 
rode  up  to  him  and  said,  "  Don't  shoot ;  if  you  fire  we  will 
blow  your  brains  out."  General  Lee  cries  out,  "  for  God's 
sake,  what  shall  I  do?"  The  lady  of  the  house  took  him  up 
stairs,  in  order  to  hide  him  between  the  chimney  and  the 
breastwork  over  the  fireplace,  but  he  could  not,  the  place  be- 
ing so  small.  The  enemy  at  this  time  firing  in  at  the  win- 
dows, the  captain  gave  orders  to  set  fire  to  the  house.  The 
general  seeing  no  way  of  escaping,  sent  down  he  would  resign 
himself.  They  fired  three  times  at  the  messenger,  but  missed 
him.  The  general  came  down  without  his  hat  or  outside  coat, 
and  said,  "  I  hope  you  will  use  me  as  a  gentleman  ;  let  me  get 
my  hat  and  coat."  The  captain  said,  "  General  Lee,  I  know 
you  well ;  I  know  you  are  a  gentleman  ;  you  shall  be  used  as 
such.  I  knoV  you  too  well  to  suffer  you  to  go  for  your  hat 
and  coat,"  and  ordered  him  to  mount.  Upon  which  they  went 
off,  carrying  with  them  the  general  and  a  Frenchman,  left  the 
baggage,  wounded  one  of  the  aide-de-camps,  and  one  or  two  of 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Trenton  Falls,  in  the  Freeman's  Journal,  December  81. 
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the  guard.  There  were  but  thirteen  men  with  the  general.  He 
was  about  four  miles  from  his  division,  and  a  mile  out  of  the 
road.1 

Intelligence  of  General  Lee's  unguarded  situation  was  given 
to  the  enemy  last  night,  by  an  inhabitant  of  Baskenridge, 
personally  known  to  the  general,  and  who  had  made  great 
pretensions  of  friendship  for  the  American  cause,  though  at 
heart  the  greatest  villain  that  ever  existed.  This  Judas  rode 
all  the  preceding  night  to  carry  the  intelligence,  and  served  as 
a  pilot  to  conduct  the  enemy,  and  came  personally  with  them 
to  the  house  where  the  general  was  taken. 

The  enemy  showed  an  ungenerous,  nay,  boyish  triumph, 
afrer  they  had  got  him  secure  at  Brunswick,  by  making  his  horse 
drunk,  while  they  toasted  their  king  till  they  were  in  the  same 
condition.  A  band  or  two  of  music  played  all  night  to  proclaim 
their  joy  for  this  important  acquisition.  They  say  we  cannot 
now  stand  another  campaign.  Mistaken  fools !  to  think  the 
fate  of  America  depended  on  one  man.  They  will  find  ere  long 
that  it  has  no  other  effect  than  to  urge  us  on  to  a  noble  revenge.1 

1  The  following  ia  Mid  to  be  an  authentic  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  General 
Lee  to  Captain  K  y,  after  his  being  taken  prisoner:  — 

Sir, — The  fortune  of  war,  the  activity  of  Colonel  Harcourt,  and  the  rascality  of 
my  own  troops,  have  made  me  your  prisoner.  I  submit  to  my  fate,  and  hope  that 
whatever  may  be  my  destiny,  I  shall  meet  it  with  becoming  fortitude ;  but  I  have 
the  consolation  of  thinking,  amidst  all  my  distresses,  that  I  was  engaged  in  the 
noblest  cause  that  ever  interested  mankind.  It  would  seem  to  me,  that  Provi- 
dence had  determined  that  not  one  freeman  should  be  left  upon  earth ;  and  the 
success  of  your  arms  more  than  foretells  one  universal  system  of  slavery.  Imagine 
not,  however,  that  I  lament  my  fortune,  or  mean  to  deprecate  the  malice  of  my 
enemies ;  if  any  sorrow  can  at  present  afflict  me,  it  is  that  of  a  great  continent  ap- 
parently destined  for  empire,  frustrated  in  the  honest  ambition  of  being  freo,  and 
enslaved  by  men  whom  unfortunately  I  call  my  countrymen.  To  Colonel  Har- 
court's  activity  every  commendation  ia  due ;  had  I  commanded  such  men,  I  had 
this  day  been  free ;  but  my  ill  fortune  has  prevailed,  and  you  behold  me  no  longer 
hostile  to  England,  but  contemptible  and  a  prisoner !  I  huve  not  time  to  add 
more ;  but  let  me  assure  you  that  no  vicissitudes  have  the  power  to  alter  my  sen- 
timents ;  and  that,  as  I  have  long  supported  those  sentiments  in  difficulty  and  in 
dangers,  I  will  never  depart  from  them,  but  with  life. — Middlesex  Journal,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1777. 

•  Freeman's  Journal,  December  81,  1776,  and  January  14  and  21,  1777. 
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December  14. — A  correspondent  gives  the  following  re- 
ceipt to  make  a  patriot: — Take  two  drachms  of  reason  and  six 
ounces  of  resolution ;  half  a  pound  of  eloquence  and  a  pound 
of  logic ;  three  grains  of  truth  and  a  pound  of  falsehood ;  stir 
them  up  together  in  a  quart  of  opposition,  with  the  necessary 
•ingredients  of  poverty  and  distress;  strain  out  all  the  per- 
nicious juice  of  principle  or  honesty,  and  leave  the  dregs  of 
treachery  to  settle  at  the  bottom.  Thus,  after  being  boiled  in 
the  heat  of  ministerial  vengeance,  you  will  have  a  modern  pa- 
triot. N.  B. — If  the  least  use  is  made  of  that  attracting  weed 
called  pension,  the  compound  will  instantly  dissolve.1 

Saturday  morning  last,  (7th,)  Sir  Peter  Parker,  with 
seventy  sail  of  men-of-war  and  transports,  came  into  Narra- 
Britiah  Fioct  at  £->anset  Bay,  from  New  York,  and  anchored  above 
Khode  isund.  ^\ie  }iarDor  of  Newport.  On  Sunday  they  landed 
a  body  of  troops,  under  the  Generals  Clinton  and  Percy,  who 
took  possession  of  the  town,  the  inhabitants  having  previously 
determined  that  the  place  was  not  defensible  against  the  ene- 
my's shipping.  The  few  troops  we  had  on  the  island  retreated 
to  Bristol,  leaving  bcliind  them  some  pieces  of  artillery.  By 
the  best  accounts  yet  received,  the  enemy's  troops  do  not  con- 
sist of  more  than  five  thousand  men ;  among  them  are  a  num- 
ber of  Hessians,  some  horse,  and  many  invalids.  They  are 
intrenching,  it  is  said,  at  a  place  called  Meeting  House  Hill, 
three  miles  distant  from  Bristol  ferry. 

From  the  first  appearance  of  the  fleet,  the  militia  and  inde- 
pendent companies  of  the  State  have  been  in  motion,  and  are 
since  joined  by  a  large  body  of  troops,  with  some  companies 
of  artillery  from  the  neighboring  States.  The  readiness  and 
zeal  manifested  on  the  occasion,  by  the  troops  of  Rhode  Island 
and  her  sister  States,  reflect  on  them  the  highest  credit,  and  we 
hope  will  prove  a  happy  presage  of  their  success,  should  the 
enemy  attempt  to  gain  a  lodgment  in  Providence,  or  pene- 
trate the  country. 

We  hear  the  enemy's  troops  were  escorted* into  Newport 

1  Middlesex  Journal,  December  14. 
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by  a  set  of  well-known  infamous  Tories,  who  have  long  in- 
fested that  town,  and  who  may  yet  possibly  meet  with  the 
fate  justly  due  to  their  atrocious  villanies.1 

Some  time  ago  a  most  excellent  coup  de  main  was  executed 
at  Guilford,  in  England,  by  Monsieur  Masteau,  a  professor  of 
fireworks,  who  had  for  some  evenings  exhibited    m.  Mean's 
specimens  of  his  infernal  abilities,  in  divers  rock-  Affmir- 
ets,  horizontal  wheels,  flying  pigeons,  <fec,  in  a  field  adjoining 
the  town,  enclosed  all  round  with  a  high  wall. 

As  this  was  to  be  the  last  night,  Monsieur,  with  all  the  po- 
liiesse  and  address  imaginable,  applied  to  every  family  in 
town,  begging  them  to  take  tickets  "  for  the  most  august,  su- 
perb, and  grand  exhibition  of  fireworks  ever  seen  in  the  king- 
dom," assuring  them  he  did  not  mean  to  get  a  penny  by  it, 
but  did  it  purely  to  blaze  his  own  reputation,  and  to  testify 
his  gratitude  for  the  many  honors  he  had  received  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Guilford.  He  proposed  to  display  a  most  sur- 
prising specimen  of  his  art,  by  showing  them  forts  and  castles 
in  the  air,  firing  cannon,  with  ships  under  sail  attacking  them 
— being  an  exact  representation  of  Sir  Peter  Parker's  action 
with  the  Americans  at  Charlestown.  After  a  series  of  manoeu- 
vres between  the  ships  and  castles,  he  told  them  that  they 
would  all  blow  up  together — when  the  air  would  be  filled  with 
rockets  and  flying  fiery  dragons. 

These  wonderful  promises  drew  a  vast  concourse  of  people 
to  the  place ;  and  when  all  his  tickets  were  come  in,  proclama- 
tion was  made  at  the  door,  "  that  Monsieur,  out  of  his  great 
regard  for  the  poorer  sort,  would  admit  them  at  two-pence 
each;"  which  soon  introduced  the  whole  canaille  into  the 
field ;  when  Monsieur,  recollecting  something  material  left  at 
his  lodging,  stepped  home  to  fetch  it — having  first  ordered  his 
tyro  to  let  off  two  rockets  during  his  absence ;  then  locking 
the  whole  company  into  the  field,  he  set  off  with  the  key  in 
his  pocket. 

The  two  rockets  being  let  off,  and  Monsieur  not  returning, 
1  Freeman's  Journal,  December  24. 
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the  company  began  to  grow  clamorous,  when  the  deputy  at- 
tempted to  fire  other  pieces,  but  to  his  great  surprise,  not  one 
would  fire,  and  on  examination  proved  to  be  only  paper  cases, 
without  a  grain  of  composition  within  6ide.  It  is  impossible 
to  describe  the  indignation  of  the  deluded  multitude,  who  had 
now  been  locked  in  nearly  an  hour;  and  it  was  sometime  be- 
fore they  could  get  out,  which  was  at  last  effected  by  breaking 
open  the  door,  when  they  were  infonned  that  the  Monsieur 
had  been  met  three  miles  from  the  town,  on  a  dog-trot  for 
London.1 

December  21. — Some  ministers  of  the  established  church 
of  Scotland,  are  said  to  be  such  staunch  friends  to  America, 
that  since  the  declaration  of  war  against  the  Americans,  they 
have  neglected  to  pray  for  his  Majesty.  One  of  them  at  Ed- 
inburgh having  neglected  it,  the  clerk,  or,  as  he  is  there  called, 
the  precentor,  being  more  loyal  than  the  pastor,  entertained 
the  audience  as  follows :  After  sermon  he  took  out  of  his 
pocket  a  paper,  which  he  read,  "  The  prayers  of  this  congrega- 
tion are  desired  for  Janet  Brown,  an  aged  pauper,  under  great 
distress  both  of  body  and  mind,  and  for  King  George,"  which 
sent  the  congregation  home  in  a  laugh.* 

December  26. — General  Washington,  finding  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  rouse  the  spirits  of  the  army,  which  have  been 
sorely  depressed  by  the  long  series  of  disasters 
ren  w|1£cj1  have  attended  us  for  almost  the  whole  of 
this  month,  resolved  to  attempt  surprising  a  considerable  body 
of  Hessians,  quartered  at  Trenton,  consisting  of  about  nineteen 
hundred,  and  a  detachment  of  British  light  horse.  The  plan 
was  as  spiritedly  executed  as  it  was  judiciously  concerted,  and 
terminated  in  fully  answering  the  warmest  expectations  of  its 
projectors.  Yesterday  morning,  orders  were  given  for  a  large 
part  of  the  army  to  have  three  days'  provisions  ready  cooked, 
and  forty  rounds  a  man,  and  to  be  ready  to  march  by  three 


1  New  York  Gazette,  January  13,  1111. 
*  Pennsylvania  Journal,  April  23,  1777. 
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o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  accordingly  the  farthest  brigades 
marched  by  two  o'clock.  About  eleven  o'clock  at  night  it 
began  snowing,  and  continued  so  until  daybreak,  when  a  most 
violent  northeast  storm  came  on,  of  snow,  rain,  and  hail  to- 
gether. 

Early,  the  American  army,  which  did  not  exceed  twenty- 
four  hundred  men,  crossed  the  Delaware  with  several  compa- 
nies of  artillery,  and  thirteen  field-pieces,  and  formed  in  two 
divisions ;  one  commanded  by  General  Greene,  the  other  by 
General  Sullivan,  and  the  whole  by  General  Washington.  The 
attack  began  about  seven  o'clock  by  the  van-guard  of  Sulli- 
van's division,  who  attacked  the  Hessians'  advanced  guard, 
about  a  mile  from  the  town.  These  they  soon  drove,  when  the 
whole  pushed  with  the  utmost  vigor  for  the  town,  which  they 
immediately  entered.  General  Greene's  division  attacked  the 
town  on  the  other  side  at  the  same  time.  The  Hessians  did  as 
much  as  could  be  expected  from  people  so  surprised,  but  the 
impetuosity  of  our  men  was  irresistible ;  fifteen  minutes  decided 
the  action,  and  the  enemy  threw  down  their  arms  and  surren- 
dered  prisoners  of  war.  They  consisted  of  three  regiments  of 
grenadiers  and  fusileers,  and  were  equal  to  any  troops  the 
Prince  of  Hesse  could  boast  of.  The  troop  of  British  dra- 
goons, without  waiting  to  be  charged,  scampered  off  with  the 
utmost  expedition.  Could  the  brigade  under  Colonel  Ewing 
have  landed  below  the  town,  as  was  intended,  the  light  horse 
must  inevitably  have  been  taken,  as  well  as  a  considerable 
number  of  the  Hessians  who  got  off ;  but  the  violence  of  the 
wind  was  such,  and  the  quantity  of  ice  so  great,  that  he  found 
it  impossible  to  cross.  Our  success,  though  not  complete,  was 
great.  The  men  behaved  with  the  utmost  bravery.  Finding 
that  their  guns  did  not  generally  go  off,  owing  to  their  having 
been  exposed  to  the  snow  and  rain  for  six  hours,  they  charged 
bayonets,  and,  with  three  cheers,  rushed  like  bloodhounds  upon 
the  Hessians,  who,  astonished  at  their  fury,  fled  or  threw  down 
their  arms  ;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  ardor  of  the  attack  that 
so  little  blood  was  shed.  The  army  returned  the  same  day, 
and,  notwithstanding  a  continual  pelting  for  twelve  hours,  of 
a  most  violent  rain,  hail,  and  snow-storm,  we  had  only  two 
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men  frozen  to  death.    Luckily  thev  found  some  hogsheads  of 

a*  »  C7 

rum  at  Trenton,  large  draughts  of  which  alone  preserved  the 
lives  of  manv.  The  soldiers  behaved  exceedingly  well  with 
respect  to  plundering,  considering  they  were  animated  by  re- 
venge for  past  insults,  exasperated  by  the  injuries  done  their 
messmates  taken  at  Fort  Washington,  and  animated  by  every 
incentive  that  could  work  upon  the  license  of  a  successful 
army.  The  general  gave  the  Hessians  all  their  baggage,  and 
they  have  since  gone  to  the  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  their  packs  unscarched.  Tliey  were  amazed  at  the  gener- 
osity of  the  general,  so  opposite  to  their  own  conduct,  and 
called  him  a  very  good  rebel. 

The  enemy  who  lay  at  Bordentown  soon  had  the  alarm, 
which  was  communicated  to  all  the  parties  along  the  river, 
who,  after  remaining  under  anus  the  whole  day,  in  the  evening 
marched  off,  leaving  us  to  take  possession  of  Bordentown, 
Mount  Holly,  and  Burlington.1 

On  the  Hessian  standards  taken  at  Trenton,  were  engraved 
these  words : — "  Nescit  Pericula,"  a  fearlessness  of  danger,  which 
was  not  displayed  in  the  battle  where  the  standards  were  sur- 
rendered to  the  American  arms,  and  which  hath  drawn  on  the 
timid  Hessian  and  his  vaunting  motto,  the  following  epigram : 

The  man  who  submits  without  striking  a  blow, 
May  be  said,  in  a  sense,  no  danger  to  know ; 
1  pray  then,  what  harm,  by  the  humble  submission, 
At  Trenton  wtu»  done  to  the  standard  of  Hessian  ?  • 

Freeman's  Journal,  January  21.      1  Freeman's  Journal,  February  11, 1777. 
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Jajtttary  1. — Hts  Majesty  intends  to  open  tins  year's  cam- 
paign with  ninety  thousand  Hessians,  Tories,  Negroes,  Jap- 
anese, Moors,  Esquimaux,  Persian  archers,  Lap-  Americatob6 
landers,  Feejee  Islanders,  and  light  horse.  With  subdued, 
this  terrific  and  horrendous  armament,  in  conjunction  with  a 
most  tremendous  and  irresistible  fleet,  he  is  resolved  to  termi- 
nate this  unnatural  war  the  next  summer,  as  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  the  rebels  to  bring  an  equal  number  in  the  field.  His 
Majesty  has  also  the  strongest  assurances  that  France  will  co- 
operate with  him  in  humbling  his  seditious  subjects ;  and  as 
his  admiral  and  general  are  still  extending  the  arms  of  mercy 
for  the  gracious  reception  of  those  who  will  yet  return  to  their 
duty  and  allegiance,  for  Heaven's  sake,  ye  poor,  deluded,  mis- 
guided, bewildered,  cajoled,  and  bamboozled  Whigs !  ye  dumb- 
founded, infatuated,  back-bestridden,  nose-led-about,  priest- 
ridden,  demagogue-beshackled,  and  Congress-bec rafted  inde- 
pendents, fly,  fly,  oh  fly,  for  protection  to  the  royal  standard, 
or  ye  will  be  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth  with  the  besom 
of  destruction,  and  cannonaded  in  a  moment  into  nullities  and 
nonentities,  and  no  mortal  can  tell  into  what  other  kind  of 
quiddities  and  quoddities.1 

It  is  confidently  reported  in  London,  that  the  Congress  have 
devolved  all  their  power  upon  Mr.  Washington,  and  appointed 
him  dictator,  in  example  of  the  Romans.    The  Wa8kln(rton  a 
reason,  if  the  fact  be  true,  is  very  apparent.   They  P°lmc<1  Dictator, 
find  themselves  in  a  slippery  situation,  and  are  glad  to  throw 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  London,  in  the  Freeman's  Journal,  March  22. 
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their  burden  upon  the  first  simpleton  of  consequence  that  would 
take  it.  Washington  lias  now  no  mean  character  to  support, 
lie  must  be  the  jir#f  or  lust  of  men,  wl/u  would  accept  power 
upon  such  terms.  l>ut  as  the  Congress  are  desperate,  so  is 
this  gentleman.  As  the  first  instance  of  this  protectorship,  he 
has  ordered  all  persons  to  take  an  active  part  in  his  concerns, 
and  for  the  support  of  his  authority,  under  pain  of  confiscation 
of  all  their  properties.1 

Ran  away,  from  St.  James's,  an  old  servant  called  Common 
Sense  and  Honesty,  formerly  belonging  to  his  late  Majesty, 
Honest  run  away  ^eor^e  the  Second,  and  by  him  imported  from 
from  bt.  JamiVa.  jranover    jje  served  the  old  King  faithfully,  and 

was  of  great  service  in  procuring  him  the  esteem  and  affection 
of  all  his  subjects;  but  being  constantly  made  a  laughing  stock 
by  the  Lords  lmte  and  Mansfield,  since  his  Majesty's  demise, 
he  took  the  resolution  suddenly  to  absent  himself  from  court. 
His  present  owner,  it  is  said,  is  very  indifferent  whether  he 
ever  returns  or  not,  having,  by  the  arts  and  misrepresenta- 
tions of  these  noblemen,  and  others,  taken  a  prejudice  against 
him  ;  but  some  of  the  people  who  knew  the  old  King  and  the 
regard  he  had  for  his  useful  servant,  have  authorized  the  print- 
er to  promise  five  thousand  pounds  reward  to  any  person  who 
shall  bring  him  back  to  the  palace,  and  prevail  upon  him  to 
continue  only  oue  month  longer  in  his  Majesty's  service.* 

January  5. — Amongst  the  worthies  who  have  joined,  or 
Pennsyivaniana  Pu*  themselves  under  the  protection  of  Howe  and 
joined  iiowc.  company,  at  Trenton,  we  find  the  names  of  the  fol- 
lowing noted  personages,  viz. : 

John  Allen,  Esq.,  (son  of  the  celebrated  rhetorical,  impar- 
tial, learned  judge,  whose  memory  will  outlive  the  five  mile 
stone,)  late  a  member  of  the  Philadelphia  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation, Inspection,  <fcc. 

Andrew  Allen,  Esq.,  (brother  to  Jack.)  late  a  member  of 
Congress,  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety,  and, 

1  Gaine'n  Mercury,  February  8. 

■  From  the  London  Gazette,  October  10;  Sec  Freeman's  Journal,  March  22. 
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at  the  same  time,  a  sworn  advocate  for  George  1TL,  of  Britain, 
and  Iiis  creatures. 

William  Allen,  Esq.,  (brother  to  Andrew,)  late  a  lieuten- 
ant-colonel in  the  Continental  service,  which  station  he  resigned 
— not  because  he  was  totally  unfit  for  it,  but  because  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  presumed  to  declare  the  American  States 
Free  and  Independent,  without  first  asking  the  consent,  and 
obtaining  the  approbation  of  himself  and  wise  family.1 

Joseph  Galloway,  Esq.,  late  a  member  of  the  Congress, 
Speaker  of  the  Pennsylvania  Senate,  and  printer  of  a  public 
newspaper  in  Philadelphia.' 

January  7. — On  the  second  instant,  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived by  express,  that  the  enemy's  army  was  advancing  from 
Princeton  towards  Trenton,  where  the  main  body  Bat()s  ^ 
of  the  Americans  were  stationed.  Two  brigades  Princeton, 
under  Brigadier-Generals  Stephen  and  Fcnnoy,  had  been  de- 
tached several  days  before,  from  the  main  body,  to  Maidenhead, 
and  were  ordered  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy  during  their 
march,  and  to  retreat  to  Trenton,  as  occasion  should  require. 

1  Freeman's  Journal,  February  4  and  March  15. 

»  These  lines  are  the  thoughts  of  a  few  minutes,  which,  if  severe  enough, 
•'Print  them  egad." 

GalPway  has  fled,  and  join'd  the  renal  Howe, 

To  prove  his  baseness,  see  him  cringe  and  bow ; 

A  traitor  to  his  country,  and  its  laws, 

A  friend  to  tyrants,  and  their  cursed  cause. 

Unhappy  wretch !    Thy  interest  must  be  sold, 

For  continental,  not  for  polish'd  gold ; 

To  sink  the  money,  thou  thyself  cried  down, 

And  stabb'd  thy  country,  to  support  the  crown. 

Go  to  and  fro,  like  Lucifer  on  earth, 

And  curse  the  Being  that  first  gave  thee  birth ; 

Away  to  Scotland,  and  thyself  prepare, 

Coal  dust  and  brimstone  is  their  only  fare ; 

Fit  materials  for  such  Tory  blood, 

Who  wrong  their  country,  and  deny  their  God ; 

There  herd  with  Bute,  Mansfield,  and  his  brother,* 

Bite,  twist,  sting,  and  poison  one  another. 

•  Murray,  "  confidential  SecreUry  to  the  Pretender." 
24 
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A  body  of  men  under  command  of  Colonel  Hand,  were  also 
ordered  to  meet  tlie  enemy,  by  which  means  their  march  was 
so  much  retarded  as  to  give  ample  time  for  our  forces  to  form, 
and  prepare  to  give  them  a  warm  reception  upon  their  arrival. 
Two  field-pieces,  planted  upon  a  hill,  at  a  small  distance  above 
the  town,  were  managed  with  great  advantage,  and  did  con- 
siderable execution  for  some  time;  after  which  they  were 
ordered  to  retire  to  the  station  occupied  by  our  forces  on  the 
south  side  of  the  bridge,  over  the  little  river  which  divides  the 
town  into  two  parts,  and  opens  at  right  angles  into  the  Dela- 
ware. In  their  way  through  the  town,  the  enemy  suffered 
much  by  an  incessant  lire  of  musketry  from  behind  the 
houses  and  barns.  Their  army  had  now  arrived  at  the  north- 
ern side  of  the  bridge,  whilst  our  army  were  drawn  up,  in 
order  of  battle,  on  the  southern  side.  Our  cannon  played  very 
briskly  from  this  eminence,  and  were  returned  as  briskly  by 
the  enemy.  In  a  few  minutes  after  the  cannonade  began,  a 
very  heavy  discharge  of  musketry  ensued,  and  continued  for 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  During  this  action,  a  party  of  men 
were  detached  from  our  right  wing,  to  secure  a  part  of  the 
river,  which,  it  was  imagined,  from  the  motions  of  the  enemy, 
they  intended  to  ford.  This  detachment  arrived  at  the  pass 
very  opportunely,  and  effected  their  purpose ;  after  this  the 
enemy  made  a  feeble  and  unsupported  attempt  to  pass  the 
bridge,  but  this  likewise  proved  abortive.  It  was  now  near 
six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  night  coming  on,  closed  the  en- 
gagement. Our  fires  were  built  in  due  season,  and  were  very 
numerous ;  and  whilst  the  enemy  were  amused  by  these  ap- 
pearances, and  preparing  for  a  general  attack  the  ensuing  day, 
our  army  marched,  at  about  one  in  the  morning,  from  Trenton, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  to  Princeton.  When  they  ar- 
rived near  the  hill,  about  one  mile  from  the  town,  they  found 
a  body  of  the  enemy  formed  upon  it,  and  ready  to  receive 
them  ;  upon  which  a  spirited  attack  was  made,  both  with  field- 
pieces  and  musketry,  and,  after  an  obstinate  resistance,  and 
losing  a  considerable  number  of  their  men  upon  the  field, 
those  of  them  who  could  not  make  their  escape,  surrendered 
prisoners  of  war.    "We  immediately  inarched  on  to  the  centre 
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of  the  town,  apd  there  took  another  party  of  the  enemy  near 
the  college.  After  tarrying  a  very  short  time  in  the  town, 
General  Washington  marched  his  army  from  thence,  towards 
Ttocky  Hill,  and  they  are  now  near  Morristown,  in  high  spirits, 
and  in  expectation  of  a  junction  with  the  rest  of  our  forces,  suffi- 
ciently seasonahle  to  make  a  general  attack  upon  the  enemy, 
and  prevent,  at  least,  a  considerable  part  of  them  from  reach- 
ing their  asylum  in  Now  York.  It  is  difficult  precisely  to 
ascertain  the  loss  we  have  sustained  in  the  two  engagements, 
but  we  think  we  have  lost  about  forty  men  killed,  and  had  near 
double  the  number  wounded.  In  the  list  of  the  former  are 
the  brave  Colonel  Ilazlet,  Captain  Shippen,  and  Captain  Neal, 
who  fell  in  the  engagement  upon  the  hill  near  Princeton ; 
amongst  the  latter  was  Brigadier-General  Mercer,1  who  re- 
ceived seven  wounds — five  in  his  bodv,  and  two  in  his  head, 
and  was  much  bruised  bv  the  breech  of  a  musket,  of  which 
bruises  he  soon  after  died.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy 
was  much  greater  than  ours,  as  was  easily  discovered  by  view- 
ing the  dead  upon  the  field,  after  the  action.  We  have  near  a 
hundred  of  their  wounded  prisoners  in  the  town,  which,  to- 
gether with  those  who  surrendered,  and  were  taken  in  small 
parties  endeavoring  to  make  their  escape,  amount  nearly  to  the 
number  of  four  hundred,  chiefly  British  troops.  Six  brass 
pieces  of  cannon  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  a  quantity  of  am- 
munition, and  several  "wagons  of  baggage.  A  Captain  Leslie 
was  found  amongst  the  dead  of  the  enemy,  and  was  this  day 
buried  with  the  honors  of  war.  A  number  of  other  officers 
were  also  found  on  the  field,  but  they  were  not  known,  and 
were  buried  with  the  other  dead.  According  to  information 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Princeton,  the  number  which  marched 
out  of  it  to  attack  our  army,  amounted  to  seven  thousand  men, 
under  command  of  General  Cornwallis.  This  bodv,  as  soon 
as  thev  discovered  that  thev  were  out-fjeneraled  bv  the  march 
of  General  Washington,  being  much  chagrined  at  their  disap- 
pointment, (as  it  seems  they  intended  to  have  cut  our  army  to 
pieces,  crossed  the  Delaware,  and  have  marched  immediately, 

'Hugh  Mercer. 
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without  any  further  delay,  to  Philadelphia,)  pushed  with  the 
greatest  precipitation  towards  Princeton,  where  they  arrived 
about  an  hour  after  General  Washington  had  left  it ;  and  im- 
agining he  would  endeavor  to  take  Brunswick  in  the  same 
manner,  proceeded  directly  for  that  place.  Our  soldiers  were 
much  fatigued,  the  greatest  part  of  them  having  been  deprived 
of  their  rest  the  two  preceding  nights ;  otherwise  we  might, 
perhaps,  have  possessed  ourselves  of  Brunswick.  The  enemy 
appear  to  be  preparing  to  decamp  and  retire  to  New  York,  as 
they  are  much  disgusted  with  their  late  treatment  in  New 
Jersey,  and  have  a  great  inclination  to  rest  themselves  a  little 
in  some  secure  winter-quarters.1 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  February  5.  Gaine,  in  his  paper  of  January  13,  gives 
another  account  of  this  battle : — Several  skirmishes  between  the  King's  troops 
and  the  rebels  have  lately  happened  in  the  Jerseys.  But  the  most  distinguished 
encounter  occurred  on  the  3d  instant,  near  Princeton.  The  17th  regiment,  con- 
sisting of  less  than  three  hundred  men,  fell  in  with  the  rebel  army  of  between 
five  and  six  thousand,  whom  they  attacked  with  all  the  ardor  and  intrepidity  of 
Britons.  They  received  the  fire  from  behind  a  fence,  over  which  they  immedi- 
ately leaped  upon  their  enemies,  who  presently  turned  to  the  right  ahout  with 
such  precipitation  as  to  leave  their  very  cannon  behind  them.  The  soldiers  in- 
stantly turned  their  cannon,  and  fired  at  least  twenty  rounds  upon  their  rear ;  and 
had  they  been  assisted  with  another  regiment  or  two,  the  rebels  would  have  found 
it  rather  difficult  to  make  good  their  retreat.  This  has  been  one  of  the  most 
splendid  actions  of  the  whole  campaign,  and  has  given  a  convincing  proof  that 
British  valor  has  not  declined  from  its  ancient  glory.  Of  Colonel  Mawhood,  their 
gallant  commander,  and  of  bis  conduct  in  the  affair,  too  many  encomiums  cannot 
be  said.  The  loss  was  about  twenty  killed,  and  eighty  wounded,  of  the  troops. 
Of  the  rebels  above  four  hundred  were  killed  and  wounded.  Among  their  slain 
were  eleven  officers.  Mr.  Mercer,  (one  of  the  rebel  officers,  since  dead,)  when 
he  was  taken  up  by  our  people,  asked  how  many  the  numbers  were  who  had  thus 
attacked  him,  and  upon  being  told,  he  cried  out  with  astonishment,  "  My  (iod  ; 
is  it  possible?  I  have  often  heard  of  British  courage,  but  never  could  have 
imagined  to  find  such  an  instance  as  this!  " 

Another  account  says,  that  the  17th  regiment  just  before  they  charged  the 
rebels,  deliberately  pulled  off  their  knapsacks  and  gave  three  cheers ;  then  broke 
through  the  rebels,  faced  about,  attacked,  and  broke  through  a  second  time. 
Colonel  Mawhood  then  said,  it  would  be  prudent,  as  they  were  so  few,  to  retire; 
upon  which  the  men,  one  and  all,  cried  out,  u  No,  no ;  let  us  attack  them  again ; " 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  their  colonel  could  induce  them  to  retreat ;  which 
at  length  they  performed  in  the  utmost  order. 

To  the  honor  of  this  brave  regiment,  both  as  soldiers  and  as  men,  not  one  of 
them  has  ever  attempted  to  plunder,  nor  encouraged  it  in  others. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1777.] 


FIRST  SHIPS  BUILT  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 


373 


January  9. — The  enemy  have  abandoned  Elizabethtown. 
Our  people  have  entered  it  and  taken  thirty  Waldeckers  and 
fifty  Highlanders,  and  about  thirty  baggage  wagons  fully 
loaded.  The  enemy  who  had  all  the  Jerseys,  are  now  only  in 
possession  of  Amboy  and  Brunswick.  This  is  a  great  reverse 
in  the  course  of  a  fortnight,  to  the  British  power.  Whether 
they  mean  to  collect  their  whole  force  at  Brunswick,  and  give 
us  battle,  or  whether  they  mean  to  push  for  Staten  Island,  and 
abandon  the  Jerseys  entirely,  is  matter  of  doubt.  We  shall 
make  a  move  towards  them  to-day,  with  a  view  to  avail  our-^ 
selves  of  circumstances.  The  enemy  appear  to  be  panic-struck 
in  the  extreme.  God  prospers  our  arms  in  an  extraordinary 
manner.  There  is  to  be  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  to-day ;  we  mean, 
if  possible,  to  attack  the  Germans  as  soon  as  it  begins,  and 
take  the  advantage  of  their  ignorant  superstition.1 

Admiral  Gatton  has  taken  upon  him  publicly  to  declare, 
in  opposition  to  the  author  of  Common  Sense,  and  from  his 
own  Knowledge,  that  when  he  was  in  America  forty  years 
6ince,  "there  never  had  been  a  man-of-war  of  any  kind 
built  in  New  England." 1  It  is  but  just  that  the  public  should 
be  informed,  that  in  the  year  1690  a  fourth-rate  ship-of-war 
was  launched  at  New  Castle,  in  Piscataqua  Kiver:  and  in 
the  year  1696  another,  whose  force  is  not  remembered. 
The  former  was  the  Falkland,  and  the  latter  the  Bedford 
Galley. 

It  is  not  probable  that  Admiral  Gayton  had  any 
knowledge  of  these  ships  having  been  built  here,  so  that  he 
cannot  be  charged  with  falsehood,  but  it  is  hoped  if  he  should 
publish  any  thing  further  relating  to  this  country,  he  will 
-  express  himself  not  quite  so  positively,  especially  if  he 
undertakes  to  prove  a  negative. 

The  evidence  of  the  above  facts  depends  on  an  original 
manuscript  letter  from  Mr.  Emerson,  formerly  minister  of 

•  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  in  the  Freeman's  Journal, 
January  28. 

*  See  Essex  Journal,  of  December  26,  1176. 
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New  Castle,  to  the  late  Mr.  Prince,  and  is  to  be  found  among 
the  collection  of  manuscripts  relating  to  the  history  of  New 
England,  made  by  fifty  years'  industry  of  that  worthy  gentle- 
man, unless  it  has  been  pilfered  or  destroyed  by  the  Saracen- 
like barbarity  of  the  late  occupiers  of  the  Old  South  meeting- 
house in  Boston,  in  an  apartment  of  which  those  valuable 
manuscripts  were  deposited.' 

January  19. — General  Howe  has  discharged  all  the 
privates,  who  were  prisoners  in  New  York ;  one-half  he  sent 

sufferings     to  the  world  of  spirits  for  want  of  food — the 

Prisoner*.  other  he  hath  sent  to  warn  their  countrvmen 
of  the  danger  of  falling  into  his  hands,  and  to  convince 
them  bv  ocular  demonstration,  that  it  is  infinitely  better  to 
be  slain  in  battle,  than  to  bo  taken  prisoners  by  British  brutes, 
whose  tender  mercies  are  cruelties.* 

The  following  acconnt  of  the  Bufferings  of  these  unfortunate 
men  was  obtained  from  the  prisoners  themselves : — As  60011  as 
they  were  taken  they  were  robbed  of  all  their  baggage,  of 
whatever  money  they  had,  though  it  were  of  paper,  and  could 
be  of  no  advantage  to  the  enemy,  of  their  silver  shoe-buckles, 
and  knee-buckles,  tfec,  and  many  were  stripped  almost  naked 
of  their  clothes.  Especially  those  who  had  good  clothes, 
were  stripped  at  once,  being  told  that  mch  clothe*  were  too 
good  for  raids.  Thus  deprived  of  their  clothes  and  baggage 
they  were  unable  to  shift  even  their  linen,  and  were  obliged  to 
wear  the  same  shirts  for  even  three  or  four  months  together, 
whereby  they  became  extremely  na6ty ;  and  this  of  itself  was 
sufficient  to  bring  on  them  many  mortal  diseases. 

After  they  were  taken,  they  were  in  the  first  place  put 
on  board  the  ships  and  thrust  down  into  the  hold,  where- 
not  a  breath  of  fresh  air  could  be  obtained  and  they  were 
nearly  suffocated  for  want  of  air.  Particularly  some  who 
were  taken  at  Fort  Washington,  were  first  in  this  manner 
thrust  down  into  the  holds  of  vessels  in  such  numbers, 
that  even   in  the  coll   season  of  November   they  could 

1  Freeman's  Journal,  January  14.         1  Freeman'*  Journal,  February  18. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1777.] 


PRISONS  IN  NEW  YORK. 


375 


scarcely  bear  any  clothes  on  them,  being  kept  in  a  constant 
6weat.  Yet  these  same  persons,  after  lying  in  this  situation 
awhile,  till  the  pores  of  their  bodies  were  as  perfectly  opened 
as  possible,  were  of  a  sudden  taken  out  and  put  into  some  of 
the  churches  in  New  York  ;  without  covering  or  a  spark  of  fire, 
-where  they  suffered  as  much  by  the  cold  as  they  did  by  the 
sweating  stagnation  of  the  air  in  the  other  situation  ;  and  the 
consequence  was,  that  they  took  such  colds  as  brought  on  the 
most  fatal  diseases,  and  swept  them  off  almost  beyond 
conception. 

Besides  these  things,  they  suffered  extremely  for  want  of 
provisions.  The  commissary  pretended  to  allow  half  a  pound 
of  bread  and  four  ounces  of  pork  per  day ;  but  of  this  pittance 
they  were  much  cut  short.  What  was  given  them  for  three 
days  was  not  enough  for  one  day ;  and  in  some  instances,  they 
went  for  three  days  without  a  single  mouthful  of  food  of  any 
sort.  They  were  pinched  to  that  degree,  that  some  on  board 
the  ships  would  pick  up  and  eat  the  salt  which  happened  to 
be  scattered  there;  others  gathered  up  the  bran  which  the 
light  horse  wasted,  and  ate  it,  mixed  with  dirt  and  filth  as  it 
was.  Nor  was  this  all,  both  the  bread  and  pork  which  they 
did  allow  them  was  extremely  bad.  For  the  bread,  some  of  it 
was  made  out  of  the  bran  which  they  brought  over  to  feed 
their  light  horse,  and  the  rest  of  it  was  60  muddy  and  the 
pork  so  damnified,  being  so  soaked  in  bilge  water  in  the 
transportation  from  Europe,  that  they  were  not  fit  to  be  eaten 
by  human  creatures ;  and  when  they  were  eaten,  were  very 
unwholesome.  Such  bread  and  pork  as  they  would  not 
pretend  to  give  their  own  countrymen,  they  gave  to  our  poor 
sick,  dying  prisoners. 

Nor  were  they  in  this  dolefnl  condition  allowed  a 
sufficiency  of  water.  One  would  have  thought  that  water 
was  so  cheap  and  plentiful  an  element,  that  they  would  not 
have  grudged  them  that.  But  there  are,  it  seems,  no  bounds 
to  their  cruelty.  The  water  allowed  them  was  so  brackish 
and  withal  nasty,  that  they  could  not  drink  it,  till  reduced  to 
extremity.  Nor  did  they  let  them  have  a  sufficiency  even  of 
such  water  as  this. 
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When  winter  came  on,  our  people  suffered  extremely  for 
want  of  fire  and  clothes  to  keep  them  warm.  They  were 
confined  in  churches  where  there  were  no  fireplaces,  that 
they  could  make  fires  even  if  they  had  wood.  But  wood 
was  only  allowed  them  for  cooking  their  pittance  of  victuals ; 
and  for  that  purpose  very  sparingly.  They  had  none  to  keep 
them  warm  even  in  the  extremest  of  weather,  although  they 
were  almost  naked,  and  the  few  clothes  that  were  left  upon 
them  were  their  summer  clothes.  Nor  had  they  a  single  blanket 
or  any  beddiug,  not  even  6traw,  allowed  them  till  a  little 
before  Christinas. 

At  the  time  those  were  taken  on  Long  Island,  a  consider- 
able part  of  them  were  sick  of  the  dysentery,  and  with  this 
distemper  on  them  were  first  crowded  on  board  the  ships, 
afterwards  in  the  churches  in  New  York,  three,  four,  or  five 
hundred  together,  without  any  blankets,  or  any  thing  for  even 
the  sick  to  lie  upon,  but  the  bare  floors  or  pavements. 
In  this  situation  that  contagious  distemper  soon  com- 
municated from  the  sick  to  the  well,  who  would  probably 
have  remained  so,  had  they  not  in  this  manner  been 
thrust  in  together  without  regard  to  sick  or  well,  or  to  the 
sultry,  unwholesome  season,  it  being  then  the  heat  of  sum- 
mer. Of  this  distemper  numbers  died  daily,  and  man/ 
others,  by  their  confinement  and  the  sultry  season,  contracted 
fevers  and  died  of  them.  During  their  sickness,  with  these 
and  other  diseases,  they  had  no  medicines,  nothing  soothing 
or  comfortable  for  sick  people,  and  were  not  so  much  as 
visited  by  the  physician  by  the  month  together. 

Nor  ought  we  to  omit  the  insults  which  the  humane 
Britons  offered  to  our  people,  nor  the  artifices  which  they 
used  to  enlist  them  in  their  service  and  fight  against  their 
country.  It  seems  that  one  end  of  their  starving  our  people 
was  to  brinff  them,  bv  dint  of  necessity,  to  turn  rebels  to  their 
own  country,  their  own  consciences,  and  their  God.  For  while 
thus  famishing  they  would  come  and  say  to  them,  "  This  is  the 
just  punishment  of  your  rebellion.  Nay,  you  are  treated 
too  well  for  rebels;  you  have  not  received  half  you  deserve 
or  half  you  shall  receive.    But  if  you  will  enlist  into  his 
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Majesty's  service,  you  shall  have  victuals  and  clothes 
enough." 

As  to  insults,  the  British  officers,  besides  continually  curs- 
ing and  swearing  at  them  as  rebels,  often  threatened  to  hang 
them  all ;  and  on  a  particular  time,  ordered  a  number,  each  man 
to  choose  his  halter  out  of  a  parcel  offered,  wherewith  to  be 
hanged ;  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  cause  a  gallows  to  be 
erected  before  the  prison,  as  if  they  were  immediately  to  be 
executed.  They  further  threatened  to  send  them  all  into  the 
East  Indies,  and  6ell  them  there  for  slaves.  In  these,  and 
numberless  other  ways,  did  the  British  officers  seem  to  rack 
their  inventions  to  insult,  terrify,  and  vex  the  poor  prisoners. 
The  meanest  upstart  officers  among  them  would  insult  and 
abuse  our  colonels  and  chief  officers. 

In  this  situation,  without  clothes,  without  victuals  or  drink, 
and  even  water,  or  with  those  which  were  base  and  unwhole- 
some, without  fire,  a  number  of  them  sick,  first  with  a  conta- 
gious and  nauseous  distemper ;  these,  with  others,  crowded  by 
hundreds  into  close  confinement,  at  the  most  unwholesome 
season  of  the  year,  and  continued  there  for  four  months  with- 
out blankets,  bedding,  or  straw;  without  linen  to  shift,  or 
clothes  to  cover  their  bodies.  No  wonder  they  all  became 
sickly,  and  having  at  the  same  time  no  medicine,  no  help  of 
physicians,  nothing  to  refresh  or  support  nature,  died  by  scores 
in  a  night ;  and  those  who  were  so  far  gone  as  to  be  unable  to 
help  themselves,  lay  uncared  for,  till  death,  more  kind  than 
Britons,  put  an  end  to  their  misery. 

By  these  means,  and  in  this  way,  fifteen  hnndred  brave 
Americans,  who  had  nobly  gone  forth  in  defence  of  their  in- 
jured, oppressed  country,  but  whom  the  chance  of  war  had 
cast  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  died  in  New  York,  many 
of  whom  were  very  amiable,  promising  youths,  of  good  fami- 
lies— the  very  flower  of  our  land.  And  of  those  who  lived  to 
come  out  of  prison,  the  greater  part,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  arc 
dead  and  dying.  Their  constitutions  are  broken,  the  stamina 
of  nature  worn  out,  they  cannot  recover — they  die.  Even  the 
few  that  might  have  survived,  are  dying  of  the  small-pox. 
For  it  seems  that  our  enemies  determined  that  even  these, 
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whom  a  good  constitution  and  a  kind  Providence  had  carried 
through  unexampled  sufferings,  should  not  at  last  escape 
death,  just  before  their  release  from  imprisonment  infected 
them  with  that  fatal  distemper. 

To  these  circumstances  we  subjoin  the  manner  in  which 
they  buried  those  of  our  people  who  died.  They  dragged  them 
out  of  their  prisons  by  one  leg  or  one  arm,  piled  them  up 
without  doors,  there  let  them  lie  till  a  sufficient  number  were 
dead  to  make  a  cart  load ;  then  loaded  them  up  in  a  cart, 
drove  the  cart  thus  loaded  out  to  the  ditches  made  by  our  peo- 
ple when  fortifying  New  York ;  there  they  would  tip  the  cart, 
tumble  the  corpses  together  into  the  ditch,  and  afterwards 
slightly  cover  them  with  earth. 

*  *  *  *  While  our  poor  prisoners  have  been  thus 
treated  by  our  foes,  the  prisoners  we  have  taken  have  enjoyed 
the  liberty  of  walking  and  riding  about  within  large  limits, 
at  their  pleasure ;  have  been  fully  supplied  with  every  neces- 
sary, and  have  even  lived  on  the  fat  of  the  land.  None  have 
been  so  well  fed,  so  healthy,  so  plump,  and  so  merry  as  they ; 
and  this  generous  treatment,  it  is  said,  they  could  not  but  remem- 
ber. For  when  they  were  returned  in  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, and  saw  the  miserable,  famished,  dying  state  of  our 
prisoners,  conscious  of  the  treatment  they  had  received,  they 
could  not  refrain  from  tears.1 

But  it  is  not  the  prisoners  alone  who  have  felt  the  effects 
of  British  humanity.  Every  part  of  the  country  through 
which  they  have  marched,  has  been  plundered  and  ravaged. 
No  discrimination  has  been  made  with  respect  to  Whig  or 
Tory ;  but  all  alike  have  been  involved  in  one  common  fate. 
Their  march  through  New  Jersey  has  been  marked  with 
savage  barbarity.  But  Westchester  witnesseth  more  terrible 
things.  The  repositories  of  the  dead  have  ever  been  held  sa- 
cred by  the  most  barbarous  and  savage  nations.  But  here, 
not  being  able  to  accomplish  their  accursed  purposes  upon  the 
living,  they  wreaked  their  vengeance  on  the  dead.  In  many 
places,  the  graves  in  the  church-yards  were  opened,  and  the 

1  Connecticut  Journal,  January  80. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1777.] 


FRISOXER8  IN  NEW  YORK. 


379 


bodies  of  the  dead  exposed  upon  the  ground  for  several  days. 
At  Morrisania,  the  family  vault  was  opened,  the  coffins  broken, 
and  the  bones  scattered  abroad.  At  Delancey's  farm,  the  body 
of  a  beautiful  young  lady,  which  had  been  buried  for  two  years, 
was  taken  out  of  the  ground,  and  exposed  for  five  days  in  a 
most  indecent  manner.  Many  more  instances  could  be  men- 
tioned, but  my  heart  sickens  at  the  recollection  of  such  inhu- 
manity. Some  persons  try-  to  believe  that  it  is  only  the  Hes- 
sians who  perpetrate  these  things,  but  I  have  good  authority 
to  say  that  the  British  vie  with,  and  even  exceed  the  auxil- 
iary troops  in  licentiousness.  After  such  treatment,  can  it  be 
possible  for  any  persons  seriously  to  wish  for  a  reconciliation 
with  Great  Britain  \ 1 

To  the  melancholy  picture  already  exhibited  of  the  brutal 
behavior  of  the  Britons,  (who  vainly  boast  being  ever  pre- 
eminent in  mercy,)  aided  by  Hessian  and  "Waldeck  mercena- 
ries, in  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  it  gives  us  pain  to  add 
that  they  have  not  only  outraged  the  feelings  of  humanity,  to 
many  people  who  were  so  unhappy  as  to  fall  into  their  hands, 
particularly  the  fair  sex,  but  have  degraded  themselves  beyond 
the  power  of  language  to  express,  by  wantonly  destroying  the 
curious  water  works  at  New  York,  an  elegant  public  library 
at  Trenton,  and  the  grand  orrery,  made  bv  the  celebrated  Hit- 
tenhouse,  which  was  placed  in  the  college  at  Princeton,  a  piece 
of  mechanism  which  the  most  untutored  savage,  staying  the 
hand  of  violence,  would  have  beheld  with  wonder,  reverence, 
and  delight!  Thus  are  our  cruel  enemies  warring  against  lib- 
erty, virtue,  and  the  arts  and  sciences.  "  How  are  the  mighty 
fallen," ' 

January  24. — At  a  crisis  when  America  is  invaded  by  one 
of  the  most  powerful  fleets  and  armies  that  ever  the  world  be- 
held arrayed  in  order  of  battle ;  when  the  hand 
of  tyranny  is  uplifted  to  fell  the  glorious  plant  of  AppcaL 
liberty,  which  our  ancestors  have  cherished  from  the  earliest 
age*  as  the  tree-of  life ;  when  war,  with  all  its  horrors,  is  in- 

1  Freeman's  Journal,  February  18.  •  The  same,  January  28. 
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vading  this  once  happy  land,  and  every  sacred  right  is  at 
stake ;  when  every  filial  and  affectionate  sentiment  should  en- 
gage us  to  step  forth  in  support  of  those  who  have  been  the 
guardians  of  our  tender  years,  or  the  sweet  companions  of  our 
halcyon  days,  must  not  that  soul  be  frozen  even  to  apathy  that 
is  not  roused  by  such  important  and  irresistible  impulses !  Our 
country,  our  lives,  our  liberties,  our  parents,  our  children,  and 
our  wives,  «fcc,  are  the  sacred  pledges  for  which  we  are  now 
contending.  We  stand  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  from  which 
we  cannot  advance  without  the  noblest  exertions  of  virtue, 
unanimity,  and  fortitude.  A  single  false  step  may  precipitate 
us  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of  liberty, 
peace,  and  independence,  to  the  abyss  of  slavery  and  woe. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  whilst  we  are  animated  by  the  glorious 
cause  we  are  engaged  in ;  whilst  we  with  cheerfulness  embark 
in  the  defence  of  the  most  valuable  of  sublunary  blessings ; 
whilst  we  are  united  in  our  sentiment,  vigilant  in  our  duty, 
and  active  in  our  operations,  we  need  not  dread  the  thunder 
of  cannon,  nor  tremble  at  the  names  of  heroes  arrayed  in  all 
the  splendor  of  a  corrupt  court,  or  crowned  with  the  faded 
laurels  which  have  been  plucked  by  the  hand  of  tyranny. 

Such,  my  countrymen,  is  the  present  state  of  America; 
such  the  consequence  of  slumbering  in  the  arms  of  peace, 
whilst  your  enemy  is  at  your  gates ;  and  bucIi  the  glorious  re- 
ward of  those  who  nobly  stand  forth  and  oppose  the  progress 
of  a  mercenary  army,  more  venal  than  a  court  favorite,  more 
savage  than  a  band  of  Tartars,  and  more  spiritless  than  the 
sorry,  sooty  sons  of  Afric,  when  opposed  by  men  animated  by 
liberty  and  the  sacred  love  of  their  country. 

Should  any  one  among  you  require  the  force  of  example  to 
animate  you  on  this  glorious  occasion,  let  him  turn  his  eyes  to 
that  bright  luminary  of  war,  in  whose  character  the  conduct 
of  Emillus,  the  coolness  of  a  Fabius,  the  intrepidity  of  a  Han- 
nibal, and  the  indefatigable  ardor  and  military  skill  of  a  Cae- 
sar, are  united.  Let  not  the  name  of  Brutus  or  Camillus  be 
remembered  whilst  that  of  Washington  is  to  be  found  in  the 
annals  of  America.  Great  in  the  cabinet  as  in  war,  he  shines 
with  unrivalled  splendor  in  every  department  of  life;  and 
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whilst  his  abilities  as  a  statesman  and  a  general  excite  our  won- 
der, his  disinterested  patriotism  and  domestic  virtues  command 
universal  veneration.  "When  sent  out  by  Governor  Dinwiddie 
to  order  the  French  to  desist  from  their  encroachments  on  Vir- 
ginia, view  him  in  the  early  period  of  life,  traversing  in  the 
service  of  his  country  the  dreadful  wilds  of  America,  through 
nations  of  savages,  with  no  other  attendant  but  an  interpre- 
ter. Behold  him  at  the  head  of  a  handful  of  his  gallant  coun- 
trymen, engaged  for  many  hours  with  more  than  treble  the 
number  of  French,  at  the  Meadows,  where  the  fire  first  ceased 
on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  who  previously  proposed  a  parley ; 
and  though  surrounded  by  numbers,  yet,  a  stranger  to  the  im- 
pulses of  fear,  he  capitulated  on  the  terms  of  retiring  with  the 
honors  of  war.  Follow  him  to  that  tremendous  scene  which 
struck  a  universal  panic  in  the  bravest  of  the  British  troops, 
when,  as  aide-de-camp  to  the  intrepid  Braddock,  amidst  the 
dreadful  carnage  of  that  day,  he  was  engaged  in  giving  out 
the  orders  of  that  unfortunate  general  with  a  coolness  that 
marked  the  hero,  and  at  length  brought  him  off  the  field  of 
battle,  after  he  had  received  his  mortal  wound.  Again,  be- 
hold him  exchanging  the  din  of  anus  for  the  calmer  scenes  of 
life,  6till  active  in  the  service  of  his  country  in  the  senate,  un- 
til the  impending  storm,  which  is  now  bursting  on  America, 
called  him  forth  as  the  guardian  protector  of  his  country. 
Behold  him  abandoning  the  delights  of  peace,  the  enjoyment 
of  affluence,  and  the  pleasures  of  domestic  felicity,  and  enter- 
ing with  ardor  upon  a  military  life  again.  Let  imagination 
paint  him  at  the  head  of  a  few  raw,  undisciplined  troops,  desti- 
tute of  arms  and  ammunition,  besieging  an  army  of  veterans 
supported  by  a  powerful  navy ;  consider  with  what  unparal- 
leled fortitude  he  withstood  the  difficulties  that  surrounded 
him  on  every  side ;  behold  him  embracing  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunities of  driving  the  enemy  from  their  advantageous  post, 
and  obliging  them  to  abandon  the  long  persecuted  town  of 
Boston.  Again,  survey  the  plains  of  Long  Island,  whither  he 
flew  like  a  guardian  angel  to  protect  and  bring  off  his  brave 
troops,  surrounded  on  every  side  by  a  host  of  foes,  and  with 
a  conduct  unparalleled  in  history,  secured  their  retreat  across 
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a  river  of  which  the  enemy's  ships  were  in  full  possession. 
Surely  Heaven  interposed  in  behalf  of  America  on  that  day, 
by  permitting  such  numbers  to  escape  with  glory  from  such  a 
superior  force !  Behold  his  glorious  struggles  on  the  heights 
of  Harlem,  and  at  the  White  Plains,  counteracting  the  beat 
concerted  plans  of  the  ablest  generals  of  the  age ;  in  thought 
attend  him,  (if  thought  does  not  lag  behind,)  when,  as  it  were, 
he  bounded  from  the  White  Plains  to  the  Jersey  shore,  cover- 
ing the  retreat  of  his  men  from  Fort  Lee,  and  throwing  him- 
self with  them  before  the  enemy,  and  with  the  scattered  re- 
mains of  his  disbanded  army,  now  amounting  to  only  three  thou- 
sand men,  checking  at  every  step  the  progress  of  the  British 
army,  and  often  halting  to  offer  battle  to  numbers  vastly  superior 
to  his  own.  Gracious  Heaven !  can  any  Virginian — his  country- 
men, or  can  any  American  who  regards  him  as  the  saviour  of 
the  States,  reflect  on  his  situation  at  that  juncture  without  hor- 
ror ?  Would  he  not  rather  share  his  fortunes  for  the  rest  of  the 
war,  than  hazard  the  salvation  of  his  country  by  a  short  enlist- 
ment, at  the  end  of  which  his  general  might  be  left  without  an 
army  to  support  him  ?  Yet,  even  in  such  a  situation,  his  calmness 
and  intrepidity  never  forsook  him,  but  he  appeared  still  greater 
in  proportion  to  the  dangers  that  surrounded  him.  At  length, 
when  the  enemy  flattered  themselves  with  the  pleasing  expec- 
tations of  a  speedy  accomplishment  of  their  darling  wish,  we 
behold  him  by  coup  de  main,  dissipating  the  fears  of  his  conn- 
try,  and  striking  terror  into  troops  who,  the  day  before,  con- 
ceived themselves  on  the  eve  of  a  triumph.  Whilst  each 
effeminate  son  of  peace  was  revelling  in  luxury,  his  active 
mind  was  employed  in  preparing  for  scenes  equally  glorious 
to  himself,  and  terrible  to  his  enemies.  Success  attended  this 
matchless  enterprise,  and  Philadelphia,  with  the  rest  of  Amer- 
ica, hailed  him  her  deliverer  and  guardian  genius. 

Such,  my  countrymen,  is  the  general  who  directs  the  mil- 
itary operations  of  America ;  snch  the  glorious  leader  of  her 
armies ;  snch  the  hero  whose  bright  example  should  fire  every 
generous  heart  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Let  it 
not  be  said  you  are  callous  to  the  impressions  of  such  noble 
considerations,  but,  by  following  his  glorious  example,  show 
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yourselves  worthy  of  possessing  that  inestimable  jewel,  Liberty, 
and  reflect  that  you  have  nothing  to  dread  whilst  you  are  en- 
gaged in  so  glorious  a  cause,  and  blessed  with  a  Washington 
for  a  leader.' 

January  25. — The  following  proclamation  was  this  day 
published  by  the  Lord  Protector,  Mr.  George  Washington : 

"  Whereas  several  persons,  inhabitants  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  influenced  by  inimical  motives,  intimidated  by  the 
threats  of  the  enemy,  or  deluded  by  a  proclama-  Washington's 
tion  issued  the  30th  of  November  last,  by  Lord  Pn*i«»»u«». 
and  General  Howe,  styled  the  King's  Commissioners  for  grant- 
ing pardons,  &c,  (now  at  open  war,  and  invading  these  States,) 
have  been  so  lost  to  the  interest  and  welfare  of  their  country, 
as  to  repair  to  the  enemy,  sign  a  declaration  of  fidelity,  and  in 
some  instances  have  been  compelled  to  take  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance, and  engage  not  to  take  up  arms,  or  encourage  others 
so  to  do,  against  the  King  of  Great  Britain  :  And  whereas  it 
has  become  necessary  to  distinguish  between  the  friends  of 
America  and  those  of  Great  Britain,  inhabitants  of  these  States, 
and  that  every  man  who  receives  protection  from,  and  is  a 
subject  of  any  State,  (not  being  conscientiously  scrupulous 
against  bearing  arms,)  should  stand  ready  to  defend  the  same 
against  hostile  invasion  :  I  do,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  committed  to  me  by  Congress, 
hereby  strictly  command  and  require  ever}'  person,  having  sub- 
scribed such  declaration,  taken  such  oaths,  and  accepted  such 
protection  and  certificate,  to  repair  to  head-quarters,  or  to  the 
quarters  of  the  nearest  general  officer  of  the  Continental  army  or 
militia,  (until  further  provision  can  be  made  by  civil  authority,) 
and  there  deliver  up  such  protection,  certificate,  and  passports, 
and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America ; 
nevertheless,  hereby  granting  full  liberty  to  all  such  as  prefer  the 
interest  and  protection  of  Great  Britain  to  the  freedom  and  hap- 
piness of  their  country,  forthwith  to  withdraw  themselves  and 
families  within  the  enemy's  lines.  And  I  do  hereby  declare,  that 


1  Freeman's  Journal,  April  12. 
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all  and  every  person  who  may  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with 
this  order,  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof,  will  be 
deemed  adherents  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  treated 
as  common  enemies  of  these  American  States." 

Tis  hardly  possible  to  read  over  this  miserable  proclama- 
tion without  pity  and  astonishment.  That  Mr.  Washington,  who 
once  was  esteemed  a  gentleman,  should  forfeit  that 
character  by  becoming  the  tool  of  an  impracti- 
cable ambition,  is  a  matter  of  commiseration ;  but,  that  he 
should  be  so  contaminated  by  the  vice  of  his  associates  as  to 
lose  all  regard  to  the  common  forms  of  morality,  all  dignity 
of  sentiment,  and  decency  of  conduct,  was  not  to  have  been 
expected  from  a  man  who  owned  the  least  pride,  or  felt  the  least 
consciousness  of  virtue.  His  desperate  situation  may  be  his 
apology,  but  it  cannot  be  his  excuse.  He  might  have  been 
mistaken  in  respect  to  his  notions  of  civil  polity  ;  but  he  could 
not  have  been  deceived  in  those  actions  and  ideas  of  moral 
turpitude,  which  is  the  disgrace  of  human  nature.  Tis  an  old 
and  true  observation,  Magistratus  indicat  Virum^  "  the  Ruler 
shows  the  Man ; "  and  we  have  now  nothing  more  to  learn  of 
this  famous  Mr.  Washington. 

He  has  the  boldness  to  declare,  that  there  are  "  some  in- 
stances "  of  persons  who  "  have  been  compelled  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance."  This  is  an  absolute  falsehood  in  fact,  and 
he  knew  it  was  a  falsehood ;  he  knew  such  conduct  was  re- 
pugnant to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the  British  nation,  or  he 
would  have  produced  one  instance  to  confirm  his  assertion. 
The  bravery  of  Britons,  which  sooner  or  later  will  make  him 
tremble,  disdains  any  but  voluntary  professions  of  allegiance, 
and  above  all  things,  despises  the  dastardly  subterfuges  of 
falsehood  and  slander. 

The  next  material  circumstance  in  this  Proclamation,  is 
sufficient  to  make  an  honest  man  .shudder.  It  may  be  styled, 
a  Proclamation  for  the  encouragement  of  Perjury.  Mr. 
Washington  "  strictly  commands  and  requires  every  person," 
who  has  taken  a  solemn  oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  King,  and 
called  God  to  witness  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  it,  to  repair 
to  him  or  his  officers,  and  take  another  solemn  oath,  and  call 
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God  to  witness  the  sincerity  and  truth  of  his  adherence  to 
the  cause  of  rebellion.  Such  an  impious  disregard,  such  a 
fragrant  violation  of  all  that  is  serious  and  sacred  among 
men,  has  rarely  been  seen  in  any  aj*c,  country,  or  profession. 

For  the  honor  of  human  nature,  it  may  be  said,  that  it 
was  left  for  rebels  to  their  King  and  destroyers  of  their 
country,  to  give  a  public  sanction  to  Wilful  Ptrjury. 

Tis  no  wonder  that  a  principle  of  this  kind  should  be 
attended  with  a  suitable  practice.  Mr.  Washington  grants 
by  this  proclamation  "  full  liberty"  to  all  such  as  prefer  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain  to  his  own,  "  forthwith  to  with- 
draw themselves  and  families  within  the  enemy's  lines." 
This  is  only  a  trap  to  discover  those  who  are  not  affected  to 
the  rebellion ;  and  even  this  mean  idea  has  been  followed 
by  a  conduct  of  which  a  common  .Turk  would  have  been 
ashamed.  Doctor  Brown,  of  Newark,  in  the  Jerseys,  relying 
not  merely  upon  Mr.  Washington's  word  as  a  gentleman,  but 
upon  his  public  faith  pledged  in  the  foregoing  paper  as  a 
public  man,  immediately  wrote  to  him,  desiring  leave  to  with- 
draw himself  and  family  to  ?Tew  York,  pursuant  to  his 
proclamation.  Instead  of  complying  with  the  Doctor's 
wishes,  he  sent  a  party  of  his  rebels  to  drag  him  away  to 
Morristown.  lie  is  now  confined  there  in  jail,  his  family 
is  almost  distracted,  and  all  his  property  seized.  So  much 
for  the  public  faith  of  Mr.  Washington ! 

lie  seems  indebted  for  the  last  cruel  idea  of  his  proclama- 
tion to  the  worthy  author  of  "  Common  Sense,"  and  the 
'"American  Crisis."  This  gentleman  is  for  seizing  all  the 
property  of  people  who  refuse  to  join  in  his  measures,  for  the 
sake  of  the  spoil ;  and  has  the  confidence  to  declare,  that  such 
a  seizure  would  enable  his  rebellious  adherents  to  carry  on 
the  war  for  two  years  longer.  'Tis  to  be  hoped,  for  the  honor 
and  safety  of  America,  that  the  good  people  of  this  country 
will  give  an  exact  account  of  him  and  some  of  his  associates 
in  half  the  time.  It  is  every  man's  interest,  who  has  any 
thing  to  lose,  to  take  care  of  a  person  who  has  the  impudence 
to  profess  himself  a  public  robber  and  destroyer,  and  can 
call  this  unheard  of  cruelty  and  devastation  by  the  name  of 
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"soft  resentment."  However,  if  men  who  can  encourage 
perjury  by  proclamation,  and  plunge  thousands  of  families 
into  irretrievable  ruin,  only  for  the  purpose  of  answering  their 
dark  ambition  ;  if  men  who  can  have  the  consummate  boldness 
to  break  their  public  faith,  and,  calling  the  gentle  government 
of  Britain,  tyranny,  can  become  the  most  insolent  and 
outrageous  tyrants  themselves;  if  such  can  possibly  arrive 
at  the  rule  of  this  once  happy  country,  it  will  be  the  interest 
of  evenr  one  who  loves  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  more  than 
the  sound,  to  retire  from  America  as  speedily  as  he  can.  In 
such  an  event,  (which,  however,  is  not  likely  to  happen,)  he 
would  escape  the  anarchy,  riot,  and  bloodshed,  which  these 
"  unprincipled  impostors"  sooner  or  later  would  spread  over 
the  land,  and  which  would  then  become  the  vengeance  of 
Providence  itself  on  this  most  ungrateful  and  unnatural 
rebellion.1 

January  26. — Last  evening,  the  little  theatre  in  John 
street,  in  New  York,  was  opened,  with  the  celebrated  burlesque 
*~    entertainment  of  %m  Thumb,  written  l,v  the  .ate 

Theatre,  ^fr  Fielding  to  ridicule  the  bathos  of  several 
dramatic  pieces  that  at  his  time,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  British 
stage,  had  engrossed  both  the  London  theatres.  The  charac- 
ters were  performed  by  gentlemen  of  the  navy  and  army. 
The  spirit  with  which  this  favorite  piece  wns  supported  by 
the  performers,  proves  their  taste  and  strong  conception  of  the 
humor.  The  performance  convinces  us  that  a  good  education 
and  knowledge  of  polite  life,  are  essentially  necessary  to 
constitute  a  good  actor:  The  play  was  introduced  by  a 
prologue  written  and  spoken  by  Captain  Stanly.  We  have 
great  pleasure  in  applauding  this  first  effort  of  his  infant  muse, 
as  replete  with  true  poetic  genius.  The  scenes,  painted  by 
Captain  De  Lancey,  have  great  merit,  and  would  not  disgrace  a 
theatre,  though  under  the  management  of  a  Garrick.  The  house 
was  crowded  with  company,  and  the  ladies  made  a  brilliant 
appearance.1 

1  New  York  Gazette,  February  10.  1  Gaine's  Mercury,  January  27. 
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Tite  defeat  of  the  TIessians  at  Trenton,  was  primarily 
owing  to  a  dispute  which  existed  between  the  English  and 
German   troops.     Colonel   Ilahl,  apprehending  |f  ft 

that  lie  should  be  attacked  by  superior  numbers, 8accCa,iat Trcnton- 
required  of  Lord  Cornwallis  a  reinforcement.  Two  regiments, 
under  Colonel  Grant,  were  detached  for  that  purpose.  The 
English  troops  showed  a  reluctance  to  assist  the  Hessians.  Thev 
halted  a  few  hours,  during  which  interval  Colonel  Itahl  was 
defeated. 

Tlie  disputes  between  the  English  and  the  ITessians  troop6 
originated  from  the  following  incident :  An  officer  of  the 
regiment  of  Losberg  engaged  some  English  officers  at  Prince- 
ton in  a  conversation  respecting  military  discipline.  An 
English  officer,  whether  heated  by  liquor,  or  irascible  through 
passion,  replied  to  the  German  by  throwing  a  punch  bowl  at 
his  head.  The  insult  was  properly  resented.  But  the  seeds 
of  discord  being  thus  unhappily  sown,  a  crop  of  evils  ensued. 
The  private  men,  adopting  the  quarrels  of  their  officers,  in- 
dulged themselves  in  frequent  rencounters.' 

February  1. — An  anonymous  correspondent  living  in 
London,  says :  We  have  received,  through  the  indefatigable 
assiduity  of  Lord  Stormont,  the  English  ambassa-  Frankltn  to  thc 
dor  at  the  court  of  France,  a  copy  0f  Doctor  KlngofthcFrcm"h 
Franklin's  proposals'  from  thc  American  Congress  to  the 
French  court,  which  are  as  follows: 

May  it  please  your  Majesty  : — We,  the  most  puissant, 
high  and  invincible  of  States  of  North  America,  have  em- 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  June  25. 

1  Doctor  Franklin,  having  been  elected  a  commissioner  from  the  Congress  to 
conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  with  the  French  court,  sailed  for  France  on  the  27th 
of  October,  and  arrived  at  Xantz  on  the  llUh  of  December,  1776.  He  at  oner 
proceeded  to  Paris,  "  where,"  says  a  correspondent,  "  he  now  engrosses  the  who'e 
attention  of  the  public.  People  of  all  ranks  pay  their  court  to  him.  His  affa- 
bility and  complaisant  behavior  have  gained  him  the  esteem  of  the  greatest 
people  in  this  kingdom.  Lord  Stormont  has  represented  him  to  the  French  min- 
istry a»  a  traitor  to  his  country,  and  that  it  was  a  high  affront  to  the  King  his 
master,  to  show  so  much  favor  to  one  of  his  rebellious  subjects  ;  but  this  is  paid 
little  regard  to.  Lord  Stormont  is  fully  employed  in  watching  the  Doctor's  mo- 
"—Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Pari*,  February  1 ;  Upcott,  iv.  457. 
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powered  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Benjamin  Franklin,  one 
of  the  principal  members  of  our  Commonwealth,  to  make  the 
following:  overtures  of  a  treaty  with  your  most  christian  Mai- 
esty,  in  behalf  of,  and  for  us  the  above  States,  upon  the  sub- 
sequent honorable  principles  and  conditions. 

That  being  now  to  our  sorrow  convinced  of  the  dastardly 
and  cowardly  behavior  of  the  army  of  this  commonwealth,  in 
not  daring  to  face  the  troops  of  our  once  parent  state,  and  at 
the  same  time  sensible  of  having  drawn  God's  cur&e  and 
heavy  displeasure  upon  us  for  our  enormous  ingratitude  and 
disobedience  towards  our  Mother  country  ;  we  came  to  a 
resolution  of  applying  to  your  Majesty's  aid  in  this  our  sad 
inability  and  disappointment  in  striving  against  such  power, 
that  as  your  Majesty  is  styled  "The  Most  Christian,"  for 
whose  religion  and  laws  we  the  Independents  of  America,  as 
well  as  our  ancestors,  always  had  the  most  high  and  cordial 
esteem  and  reverence,  as  they  are  framed  and  calculated  for 
the  security  and  promotion  of  the  purest  and  most  extensive 
liberty,  both  religious  and  civil.  We  flatter  ourselves  that 
your  arms  may  be  more  successful  in  this  our  just  and 
laudable  cause,  so  conformable  to  the  laws  of  God  and  man. 
And  should  your  most  christian  Majesty's  arms  prove  victori- 
ous against  those  our  cruel  enemies,  and  we  thereby  be 
reinstated  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  most  equitable  rights, 
and  reassuming,  and  once  more  clothing  ourselves  with  that 
Heaven  descended  power  which  we  exercised  over  said  States, 
we  shall  condescend  to  requite  and  acknowledge  your  effort 
and  expense  in  the  said  war  and  conquest,  with  giving  you 
our  permission  and  liberty  to  conquer  also  for  your  own  use  and 
dominion  your  ancient  colony  of  Canada,  which  when  there 
was  no  risk  and  resistance  against  us,  we  so  justly  and  bravely 
invaded,  and  partly  conquered,  but  at  the  appearance  of  the 
troops  of  our  late  parent  State,  we  so  heroically  evacuated 
again,  of  which  the  bearer,  Mr.  Franklin,  is  a  living  instance, 
having  escaped  out  of  a  window,  without  even  breaking  his  neck, 
owing  to  the  assistance  of  his  guardian  spirit,  who  probably 
intends  him  for  a  more  conspicuous  and  exalted  death,  as  a 
reward  for  his  shining  public  virtues. 
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Ton  shall  have  our  sovereign  consent  and  permission  also 
to  conquer  both  the  Floridas,  which  were  exchanged  for  the 
territories  on  the  Mississippi,  which,  with  the  province  of 
Quebec,  the  British  nation,  at  a  considerable  expense  of  blood 
and  treasure,  conquered  for  us  last  war,  as  a  small  return  for 
the  inestimable  benefits  which  they  had  derived  from  our 
commerce  and  friendship. 

As  another  instance  of  our  acknowledgment  for  these 
your  signal  services,  we  the  aforesaid  most  powerful  States 
iBurrender  you  the  full  property  and  dominion  of  the  British 
West  India  islands,  which  are  now,  and  ever  have  been, 
dependent  on  these  States  for  the  common  necessaries  of  life, 
and  are  therefore  naturally  subordinate  to  them,  and  at  their 
control  and  disposal. 

As  a  further  motive  and  encouragement,  we  also  cov- 
enant and  engage,  that  such  sums  of  money  in  our  own 
specie  shall  be  transmitted  and  delivered  into  your  most 
christian  Majesty's  coffers,  as  shall  be  adequate  to  the 
expense  you  may  incur  in  assisting  us,  and  as  shall  appear 
equal  to  the  gratitude  and  dignity  of  these  States  to  give. 
We  lastly  permit  our  subjects  to  carry  on  trade  with  yours, 
as  long  as  it  suits  their  conveniency  and  interests. 

These  our  most  gracious  concessions,  we  hope,  will  in- 
duce you  to  accept  our  offers,  and  most  amply  satisfy  and 
reimburse  yon  for  the  troubles  and  difficulties  you  may 
undergo  in  conquering  our  said  enemies,  and  reinstating  us 
in  the  possession  and  dominion  of  the  countries  which  have 
been  discovered  and  protected  at  the  expense  of  the  British 
nation,  and  we  have  a  just  right  and  claim  to  by  virtue  of 
our  charters  granted  us  by  said  nation,  and  by  the  laws  of 
God  and  nature.1 

Lord  Stormont,  whose  time  is  chiefly  employed  in 
circulating  reports  to  discredit  the  Americans,  having  in  a 
very  serious  manner  lately  told  a  French  noble- 

Bon  \£o^ 

man,  that  six  battalions  in  "Washington's  army 

had  laid  down  their  arms,  the  nobleman  applied  to  Doctor 

1  Upcott,  iv.  455. 
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Franklin,  to  know  whether  the  story  was  a  truth,  (une  verity,) 
to  which  the  Doctor  answered,  "  jVon,  Monsieur,  ce  tCest  pas 
veriti,  c'est  settlement  un  Stormont.  No,  Sir,  it  is  not  a  truth, 
it  is  only  a  Stormont."  This  answer  was  afterwards  handed 
about  amongst  the  wits  of  Paris,  and  the  word  Stormont  has 
since  become  the  cant  phrase  for  a  lie.1 

February  6. — It  may  be  relied  on  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
when  the  enemy  took  possession  of  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island, 

Pratt's      a  person  who  lived  on  the  island,  and  had  been  a 

Barbarity,  lieutenant  of  a  privateer,  was  taken  up  and  car- 
ried before  Lord  Percy,  Sir  Peter  Parker,  and  Colonel  (or  as 
some  call  him)  General  Prescott.  Says  Prescott,  "  What  are 
you ? "  "I  have  been  a  lieutenant  of  a  privateer."  "  A  lieu- 
tenant of  a  privateer,  ha!  Damn  your  blood,  one  of  the 
dainn'd  thieves,"  and  immediately  made  up  to  him  and  hit 
him  a  knock  in  the  jaws,  and  said  he  should  be  hanged.  He 
told  the  colonel  lie,  too,  had  had  prisoners  in  his  power,  and 
always  had  used  them  well ;  and  even  when  he  himself  had 
short  allowance  the  prisoners  had  a  full  allowance  of  provi- 
sions. "  Yes,  damn  you,  I  have  been  a  prisoner  among  you 
and  know  how  I  was  treated ; "  and  hit  him  another  knock. 
Lord  Percy  desired  the  colonel  not  to  proceed  in  that  way,  as 
he  was  a  prisoner ;  the  colonel  told  the  prisoner  he  should  be 
chained  neck  and  heels,  and  be  fed  with  nothing  but  oatmeal 
and  wetel,  and  while  he  lived  his  life  should  be  miserable,  and 
hit  him  another  knock,  which  Lord  Percy  again  disapproved 
of,  and  ordered  him  to  be  put  into  prison,  which  he  6aid  was 
enough  without  blows  or  irons. 

"We  shall  leave  it  to  our  readers  to  make  their  own  reflec- 
tions on  this  treatment,  and  to  determine  from  it  the  character 
of  Colonel  Prescott,  and  whether  it  does  not  indicate  him  to  be 
a  blustering  coward :  for  according  to  an  established  maxim, 
the  brave  are  always  generous,  and  treat  with  humanity  those 

whom  the  fortune  of  war  has  made  their  prisoners." 

♦ 

1  New  York  Journal,  September  8. 
"  Pennsylvania  Journal,  February  19. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1777.] 


A  NEW  CATfrXMllSM. 


391 


The  characteristic  virtue  of  the  natives  of  Rhode  Island  is 
liberality,  and  it  should  seem  (at  least  it  is  hoped)  Heaven 
favors  this  sequestered  isle.  It  were  a  pity  human  blood 
should  stain  the  most  beautiful  spot  in  all  America,  where,  till 
the  commencement  of  the  unhappy  war,  the  inhabitants  lived 
in  all  that  reciprocal  friendship,  that  harmony  and  happiness, 
which  minds  undisturbed  by  ambition,  or  uninfluenced  by 
prejudice,  so  fully  and  amply  enjoy.1 

A  correspondent  thinks  the  following  new  catechism  will 
amply  repay  an  attentive  perusal : ' 

What  is  war  ? — It  is  the  curse  of  mankind,  the  mother  of 
pestilence  and  famine,  and  the  nndistinguishing  ft  m 
destroyer  of  the  human  species. 

How  is  war  divided? — Into  offensive  and  defensive. 

What  is  the  chief  end  of  offensive  war  ? — Sometimes  it  is 
to  regain  by  the  sword  what  had  been  unjustly  taken  away 
from  the  rightful  possessor ;  but,  for  the  most  part,  it  is  to 
gratify  the  ambition  of  a  tyrannic  prince,  by  subjecting  to  his 
arbitrary  will  a  people  whom  God  had  created  free,  and  giving 
their  hard-earned  possessions  to  support  him  in  luxury,  idle- 
ness, and  sensuality. 

Are  there  any  instances  of  such  princes? — Yes,  many, 
both  in  ancient  and  modern  times.  History  is  filled  with  the 
wicked  lives  and  miserable  deaths  of  tyrants.  The  present 
King  of  Great  Britain,  whose  history  is  not  yet  completed,  is 
a  living  example  of  such  a  prince.  He  carried  an  offensive 
war  into  the  East  Indies,  and  deprived  many  thousands  of 
those  innocent  people  of  their  lives  and  properties,  that  he 
might  snuff  the  spices  of  the  east,  and  repose  his  sluggard 
limbs  on  the  sofa  of  a  nabob.  He  is  now  carrying  an  offen- 
sive war  into  America,  without  one  specious  plea  for  so  doing, 
most  wickedly  aiming  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  that  exten- 
sive country  and  all  its  numerous  inhabitants  ;  for  this  purpose 
he  has  spread  desolation  and  death  through  their  peaceful 
habitations,  pursuing  his  iniquitous  designs  with  every  aggra- 
vated species  of  obstinacy,  cruelty,  and  horror. 

1  Upcott,  ir.  455.  •  Braaher's  Journal 
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What  may  be  said  of  such  a  prince  t — That  he  looks  upon 
mankind  as  created  only  for  his  use,  and  makes  their  misery 
his  support ;  that  the  spirits  of  thousands,  who  have  fallen  a 
sacrifice  to  his  ambition,  cluster  around  the  polished  points  of 
his  imperial  crown,  and  daily  cry  aloud  to  Heaven  for  justice ; 
that  his  throne  is  built  of  the  bones  of  his  fellow  creatures, 
and  rests  on  the  skulls  of  the  slain  ;  that  his  unhallowed  feasts 
are  sprinkled  with  human  blood,  and  that  the  groans  of  wid- 
ows and  orphans  attend  him  with  innumerable  curses  at  every 
rising  sun. 

What  will  be  the  probable  end  of  such  a  prince  f — That 
history  will  do  justice  to  his  memory,  in  spite  of  all  the  fawn- 
ing sycophants  of  his  court,  and  hand  his  name  to  posterity 
with  infamy  and  detestation  ;  that  whilst  his  royal  carcass  fat- 
tens the  common  worms  of  the  earth,  his  miserable  soul  shall 
give  an  account  to  God  for  the  wanton  slaughter  of  his  crea- 
tures, whose  blood  will  most  assuredly  be  required  at  Iub 
hands ;  and  that  the  vaults  of  hell  shall  ring  with,  Hail,  thou 
great  destroyer  of  the  h  uman  sp.'cies  ! 

What  is  a  defensive  war  f — It  is  the  taking  up  arms  to  re- 
sist tyrannic  power,  and  bravely  suffering  present  hardships, 
and  encountering  present  dangers,  to  secure  lasting  liberty, 
property,  and  life  to  future  generations. 

Is  a  defensive  war  justifiable  in  a  rrfigious  view  f — The 
foundation  of  war  is  laid  in  the  wickedness  of  mankind. 
Were  all  men  virtuous,  just,  and  good,  there  would  be  no 
contention,  or  cause  of  contention,  amongst  them  ;  but  as  the 
case  is  far  otherwise,  war  is  become  absolutely  necessary,  as 
many  other  things  are  which  are  only  the  product  of  the 
weaknesses  or  iniquity  of  men.  Even  the  invaluable  blessings 
of  a  constitutional  government  would  be  unnecessary  incum- 
brances, were  there  no  open  violence  or  secret  treachery  to  be 
guarded  against.  God  has  given  to  man  wit  to  contrive,  power 
to  execute,  and  freedom  of  will  to  direct  his  conduct.  It  can- 
not be,  therefore,  but  that  some  will  abuse  these  great  priv- 
ileges, and  exert  theso  powers  to  the  ruin  of  others.  The  op- 
pressed will  then  have  no  way  to  screen  themselves  from  injury 
but  by  executing  the  same  powers  in  their  defence,  and  it  is 
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their  duty  bo  to  do.  If  it  were  otherwise,  a  few  miscreants 
would  tyrannize  over  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  make  them 
abject  slaves  of  oppression  and  pensioners  of  their  will.  Tims 
it  is  that  a  just  defensive  war  is  not  only  necessary,  but  an  in- 
dispensable duty,  and  consistent  with  religion,  accommodated 
as  it  must  be  to  our  present  imperfect  state  of  existence. 

Is  it  tqxm  these  principles  that  the  jnople  of  America  are 
now  resisting  the  arms  of  England,  and  opposing  force  by 
force? — Strictly  so.  The  Americans  had  nothing  in  view  but 
to  live  peaceably  and  dutifully  in  a  constitutional  submission 
to  Great  Britain.  They  suffered  patiently,  for  a  long  time, 
many  unjust  encroachments  of  power,  being  loath  to  offend 
their  rulers  by  a  too  strict  attention  to  every  right,  till  at  last 
the  designs  of  the  court  became  too  evident  to  be  mistaken, 
and  they  were  pushed  to  the  distressing  necessity  of  choosing 
one  of  two  evils,  viz.,  either  to  enlist  themselves  and  their  un- 
born posterity  the  avowed  unconditional  slaves  of  a  cor- 
rupt and  wicked  administration,  or  to  brave  the  horrors  of  war 
in  a  noble  contest  for  liberty  and  life.  They  have  wisely  de- 
termined on  the  latter ;  and  after  solemnly  appealing  to  God 
and  the  world  for  the  justice  of  their  cause,  they  are  prosecut- 
ing the  war  under  the  favor  of  Heaven,  and  with  the  most 
promising  hopes  of  success.  Supported  by  the  equity  of  their 
principles,  they  have  surmounted  the  greatest  difficulties,  and 
exhibited  instances  of  bravery  not  exceeded  by  the  heroes  of 
antiquity — and  may  Heaven  prosper  their  virtuous  under- 
taking. 

But  it  has  often  been  mid  that  America  is  in  a  state  of 
rebellion :  tell  me,  therefore,  what  is  rebellion  ? — It  is  when  a 
jjreat  number  of  people,  headed  by  one  or  more  factious  lead- 
ers, aim  at  deposing  their  lawful  prince,  without  any  just  cause 
of  complaint  against  him,  in  order  to  place  another  on  his 
throne. 

Is  this  the  case  of  America? — By  no  means.  They  have 
repeatedly  declared,  with  all  sincerity,  that  they  were  ever 
ready  to  support,  with  their  lives  aird  fortunes,  the  present 
King  of  Great  Britain  on  the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  and  only 
requested  in  return  the  enjoyment  of  those  inestimable  rights 
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which  the  British  Constitution,  confirms  to  all  its  subjects,  and 
without  which  the  boasted  freedom  of  that  constitution  is  but 
a  solemn  mockery,  and  an  empty  name. 

To  whom  has  the  British  court  committea  the  conduct  of 
the  present  war  f — To  Lord  and  General  Howe. 

Who  are  these  gentlemen  f — They  are  the  brothers  of  a 
Colonel  Howe,  who  fought  bravely  bv  the  side  of  the  Ameri- 
cans  in  a  former  war,  and  fell  in  battle ;  who,  by  his  amiable 
character,  endeared  himself  to  those  people  so  much,  that  they 
lamented  his  fate  with  unfeigned  sorrow,  and  erected,  at  their 
own  expen.se,  a  costly  monument  to  his  memory.  But  these 
gentlemen,  with  unrelenting  hearts  and  sacrilegious  hands, 
have  defiled  their  brother's  monument  with  the  blood  of  those 
whose  affection  reared  it  to  his  honor,  and  plunged  their  mur- 
derous weapons  into  bosoms  glowing  with  love  and  esteem  for 
their  mother's  son.' 

What  progress  ha  ve  the  English  made  in  subduing  Amer- 
ica?— Very  little.  They  got  possession  of  Boston  by  the  tacit 
consent  of  its  inhabitants,  but  could  not  hold  it  long.  They 
were  but  tenants  at  will,  strictly  speaking,  for  their  landlords 
turned  them  out  without  any  warning,  and  distrained  upon  cer- 
tain military  stores,  «fcc,  although  they  had  sat  there  at  a  rent 
of  about  five  hundred  pounds  per  day. 

What  did  they  next  f — They  took  Staten  Island,  where 
there  was  nothing  to  oppose  them,  and  a  part  of  Long  Island, 
by  an  exertion  of  almost  their  whole  force  against  a  small  part 
of  the  American  army,  and  then  ferried  themselves  over  to  the 
city  of  Xow  York ;  from  thence  they  crept  into  the  J  erseys, 

1  Lord  Viscount  George  Ilowe  was  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  E.  Scrope,  second 
Lord  Viscount  in  Ireland.  lie  arrived  at  Halifax  in  the  summer  of  1757,  having 
under  his  command  five  thousand  British  troops,  who  had  heen  despatched  from 
England  to  assist  in  the  expedition  against  the  French.  In  the  next  year  he  was 
with  Abercrombic  at  the  renowned  attack  on  Ticonderogn,  and  at  the  first  fire  of 
the  French,  who  were  posted  in  the  woods  a  short  distance  westward  of  the  fort, 
he  fell  mortally  wounded.  "  In  him  the  soul  of  the  army  seemed  to  expire.'1 
His  kindly  disposition,  bravery,  and  many  virtues,  endeared  him  to  the  soldiers; 
and  Massachusetts,  as  a  "  proof  of  her  love  and  esteem  for  his  galluntry  and 
daring,"  erected  a  monument  to  his  memory  in  Westminster  Abbey.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  tnirty-three  years  of  age. 
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and  taking  advantage  of  a  critical  period,  when  the  American 
army  was  disbanded  by  the  terms  of  enlistment,  and  before  a 
new  force  could  be  raised,  they  heroically  advanced  to  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  well  knowing  there  was  nothing  to 
oppose  their  progress.  On  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  they  set 
them  down,  settled,  as  they  thought,  for  the  winter  season,  and 
plundered  the  adjacent  country.  In  the  mean  time  these  ex- 
traordinary conductors  of  the  war  published  a  wonderful  and 
gracious  proclamation,  offering  such  protection  as  they  could 
afford  to  all  those  who  would  accept  of  it,  upon  the  easy  terms 
of  absolute,  unconditional  submission.  But  the  Americans, 
whose  resources  are  endless,  soon  found  a  spirited  militia  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  disbanded  troops  until  a  new  army 
could  be  raised.  This  militia  crossed  the  Delaware  in  a  snow 
storm  at  midnight,  and  after  marching  ten  miles,  very  unciv- 
illy attacked  the  enemy  before  they  had  breakfasted,  and 
drove  them  from  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  in  the  utmost  con- 
sternation, and  with  a  loss  of  twelve  hundred  men.  The  Amer- 
ican army  then  rccrossed  the  Delaware  and  suffered  the  enemy 
to  return  to  their  post,  where  they  anxiously  waited  the  arrival 
of  an  expected  reinforcement.  But  the  American  general,  by 
a  stroke  of  policy  above  their  comprehension,  once  more  passed 
the  river  with  his  army,  and  kindled  a  few  fires  in  the  night 
near  their  station ;  and  whilst  they  were  foolishly  gazing  at 
the  beauty  of  the  curling  flames,  he  marched  on,  attacked, 
routed,  and  entirely  defeated  the  said  reinforcement.  The 
shattered  remains  of  General  Ilowe's  army  are  now  close  con- 

■r 

fined  in  Brunswick,  where  they  are  doing  penance  on  salt  meat 
and  musty  biscuit. 

Where  are  injustice,  obstinacy,  and  folly  united  in  one 
character  in  an  eminent  degree  t — In  George  the  Third.  He 
is  unjust,  because  he  endeavors  to  gain  by  force  what  is  denied 
him  by  the  laws  of  the  realm  over  which  he  presides,  in  direct 
violation  of  his  coronation  oath,  and  pursues  his  unconsti- 
tutional claims  to  the  effusion  of  human  blood ;  he  is  obsti- 
nate, because  he  refuses  to  hear  the  humble  petitions  and  mod- 
est reasonings  of  an  oppressed  people,  and  will  not  yield  to 
the  forcible  convictions  of  truth  ;  and  his  folly  is  conspicuous 
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in  quarrelling  with  a  people  who  loved  and  honored  him,  who 
were  the  chief  supporters  of  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  a  never- 
failing  source  of  increasing  wealth. 

Who  is  the  soggiest  man  in  the  world  f — Lord  Howe. 

Who  is  the  weakest  t — General  Howe. 

Who  is  the  greatest  liar  upon  earth  ? — Hugh  Gaine,  of  New 
York,  printer.1 

Who  is  t/te  most  ungrateful  man  in  the  world  t — Governor 
Skinner.* 

Why  do  you  call  him  governor? — Because  when  Lord  and 
General  Howe  thought  that  they  had  conquered  the  Jerseys, 
they  appointed  him  lieutenant-governor  of  that  State.  Skin- 
ner assumed  that  title  over  one-tenth  part  of  the  said  State, 
and  continued  his  usurpation  for  six  weeks,  five  days,  thirty- 
six  minutes,  ten  seconds,  and  thirty  hundred  parts  of  a  second, 
and  then  was  deposed. 

Why  is  he  called  ungrateful  f — Because  he  has  joined  the 
enemies  of  his  country,  and  enlisted  men  to  fight  against  his 
neighbors,  his  friends,  and  his  kinsfolk  ;  hecause  he  has  en- 
deavored to  transfer  the  soil  that  gave  him  bread  from  the 
rightful  possessors  to  a  foreign  hand  ;  because  he  is  doing  all 
he  can  to  defraud  the  fruit  of  "  his  body  of  their  iust  inherit- 
ance  ;  and  because,  to  gain  present  ease  and  transitory  honors, 
he  would  fasten  the  chains  of  slavery  on  three  millions  of 
people  and  their  offspring  forever. 

Who  is  the  best  man  living  f — His  Excellency  General 
Washington,  to  whom  the  title  of  Excellency  is  applied  with 
the  greatest  propriety.  He  has  left  a  peaceful  habitation  and 
an  affluent  fortune  to  encounter  all  the  dangers  and  hardships 
of  war,  nobly  stepping  forth  in  the  defence  of  truth,  justice, 
and  his  country.  In  private  life  he  wins  the  hearts  and  wears 
the  love  of  all  who  are  so  happy  as  to  live  within  the  sphere 
of  his  action.  In  his  public  character  he  commands  universal 
respect  and  admiration.  Conscious  that  the  principles  on 
which  ho  acts  are  indeed  founded  on  virtue,  he  steadily  and 

1  And  editor  of  tne  New  York  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mercury. 
•  Cortlandt  Skinner. 
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coolly  pursues  those  principles,  with  a  mind  neither  depressed 
by  disappointments  uor  elated  by  success,  giving  full  exer- 
to  that  discretion  and  wisdom  which  he  so  eminently  pos- 
lle  retreats  like  a  general  and  acts  like  a  hero.  If 
there  are  spots  in  his  character,  they  are  like  the  spots  in  the 
sun,  only  discernible  by  the  magnifying  powers  of  a  telescope. 
Had  he  lived  in  the  days  of  idolatry,  he  had  been  worshipped 
as  a  god.  One  age  cannot  do  justice  to  his  merit,  but  the 
united  voices  of  a  grateful  posterity  shall  pay  a  cheering  trib- 
ute of  undisseinbled  praise  to  the  great  asserter  of  their  coun- 
try's freedom.1 

February  18. — Ocr  cruel  enemies  are  still  in  possession  of 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  but  by  all  appearances  they  will  not 
infest  it  three  weeks  hence.  Percy,  the  person  Briti»h  »t  New- 
so  famous  for  his  well-ordered  retreat  from  Lex-  p0'1,  k  l 
ington,  is,  since  Clinton's  departure,  chief  commander  on  the 
island,  and  makes  head-quarters  at  Mr.  Levy's  house,  near  the 
parade.  By  the  best  accounts  that  can  be  collected,  their 
numbers  do  not  exceed  three  thousand  ;  they  give  out  live  or 
six  thousand.  From  two  or  three  of  their  late  villanous  pa- 
pers it  may  easily  be  discovered  they  are  not  unacquainted 
with  the  art  of  lying.  One  of  them  contains  an  address  to 
Clinton,  signed  by  four  hundred  and  forty-four  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, welcoming  him  to  the  island,  desiring  his  protection, 
swearing  allegiance  to  George  the  Third,  acknowledging  him 
as  their  true  and  lawful  sovereign,  and  expressing  their  suq^rise 
at  the  strange  infatuation  of  a  deluded  people,  who  are  led 
into  the  present  rebellion  by  the  art  of  a  few  designing  men. 

By  the  most  authentic  information,  one-half  of  the  signers 
were  induced  to  put  their  names  to  the  address  by  the  persua- 
sions of  the  principal  Tories,  who,  by  the  assistance  of  all  the 
powers  of  darkness  and  the  father  of  liars  at  their  head,  in 
order  to  carry  their  point,  gave  out  that  Philadelphia  was  in 
their  possession,  and  Connecticut  had,  to  a  man,  laid  down  their 
arms  and  sworn  allegiance  to  George  the  Third. 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  February  19. 
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There  are  one  hundred  flat  bottom  boats  building  with  all 
expedition  in  the  different  parts  of  Rhode  Island.  The  other 
day  two  or  three  scows  with  soldiers  went  from  Providence  to 
quarter  at  Tiverton.  Their  appearance  in  passing  through 
Bristol  ferry  caused  a  general  alarm  on  the  island,  and  set  the 
Hessians  to  retreating  with  the  utmost  precipitancy  with  their 
baggage,  into  the  town.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  six  thou- 
sand troops  could  dispossess  these  sons  of  Belial  with  the  great- 
est ease ;  a  trial  of  which  we  expect  very  shortly.  Doctor 

H  r's  death  and  false  character  was  lately  published  in  one 

of  their  papers.  May  it  be  the  fate  of  every  Tory  scoundrel 
that  now  infests  this  once  happy  land,  to  make  his  exit  out  of 
America  before  the  present  month  is  closed.1 

At  the  adjourned  superior  court  lately  held  at  Hartford,  in 
Connecticut,  the  following  persons  were  convicted  of  the  fol- 
connvcucnt  lowing  crimes,  viz. :  Moses  Dunbar,  of  Water- 
criminau.  bury,  convicted  of  having  a  captain's  commission 
from  General  Howe,  and  enlisting  men  to  serve  in  the  minis- 
terial army — sentenced  to  suffer  death,  but  the  time  of  his  ex- 
ecution is  not  fixed  upon.  The  Reverend  Roger  Viets,  of 
Simsbury,  convicted  of  aiding  and  assisting  Major  French,  and 
a  number  of  other  prisoners,  in  making  their  escape,  and 
holding  a  traitorous  correspondence  with  the  enemy — sen- 
tenced to  pay  twenty  pounds  to  the  State,  and  suffer  one 
year's  imprisonment.  Gurdon  "NVhitmore,  of  Middletown, 
found  guilty  of  high  treason  by  the  jury,  but  an  arrest  of 
judgment  being  pleaded  in  his  favor,  a  final  determination  of 
the  trial  was  put  off  till  March  next.  At  the  same  time  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Nichols,  of  Waterbury,  was  tried  for  treasona- 
ble practices  against  the  United  States,  and  acquitted.* 

February  27. — By  a  passage  from  the  London  papers  it 
appears  that  the  mildness  of  the  Massachusetts  government, 
M«*a<-husotts   and  the  generosity  of  the  "Whigs  to  the  Tories,  is 

Lenlly-  attributed  altogether  to  timidity,  and  an  appre- 
hension that  the  cause  of  the  Americans  is  gone.    "  It  is  now 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Poet,  March  8.  *  Upcott,  ir.  458. 
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very  common,"  6ays  the  passage  referred  to,  "  to  see  the  friends 
of  government  walking  arm  in  arm  in  the  streets  of  Boston, 
unnoticed  ;  and  they  hold  meetings  and  visit  one  another, 
which  they  have  not  done  since  General  Gage's  army  came 
among  them.  In  short,  it  is  said  they  arc  very  much,  dis- 
heartened. "  It  seems,  then,  that  the  Tories  are  allowed  more 
liberty  under  the  present  government  than  they  were  in  Gage's 
time,  which  is  undoubtedly  true;  but  then  all  is  owing  to  fear. 
It  is  in  this  manner  our  enemies  construe  all  we  sav  and  do. 
The  humanity  with  which  we  have  treated  those  who  have 
fallen  into  our  hands  by  the  fortunes  of  war,  is  ascribed  to  the 
same  principle  of  fear,  and  has  been  returned  by  the  most  bar- 
barons  treatment  of  the  subjects  and  friends  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  fallen  into  their  hands — even  the  sailors  on 
voyages  of  mere  trade.  They  have  been  murdered  in  a  system- 
atical way,  by  crowding  them  together  in  cells  and  dungeons, 
and  gradually  starving  them.  This  is  not  high  painting ;  it  is 
literally  true. 

But  we  may  venture  to  say,  it  is  not  the  interest  of  our 
enemies  to  treat  us  in  this  manner.  If  gratitude  will  not, 
prudence  ought  to  teach  them  better.  Did  the  impartial 
world  know  all  the  circumstances,  and  the  unexampled  provo- 
cations we  have  met  with,  they  would  admire  us  as  much  for 
our  moderation  and  mildness,  as  for  our  bravery  and  love  of 
liberty.1 

March  1. — A  deserter  from  the  reoel  armv  at  "Westchester, 
who  came  into  New  York  this  morning,  says  that  the  Congress 
troops  are  suffering  extremely  for  food  and  rum  ;  ptat<,0fthe 
that  there  is  not  a  whole  pair  of  breeches  in  the  Amer,c*n  ArmJr- 
army,  and  that  the  last  news  from  Mr.  Washington's  camp 
was,  that  he  had  to  tie  his  up  with  strings,  having  parted  with 
the  buttons  to  buy  the  necessaries  of  life.  There  is  a  great 
plenty  of  rag  money,  but  since  old  Franklin  went  to  France, 
there  is  no  one  left  to  argue  it  into  the  favor  of  the  Jerseymen, 
who,  though  justly  called  republicans,  are  not  willing  to  give 

1  Freeman's  Journal,  March  4. 
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even  bad  provisions  for  Congress  notes,  or  mere  rebel  promises 
to  pay.  At  a  frugal  dinner  lately  given  by  the  under  officers 
in  Heath's  command,  (supposed  to  be  in  honor  of  his  demand 
at  Fort  Independence,')  but  seven  were  able  to  attend  ;  some 
for  the  want  of  clean  linen,  but  the  most  of  them  from  having 
none  other  than  breeches  past  recovery.' 

March  4. — Tins  day  at  noon,  "  His  Excellency  Thomas 
Wharton,  jnn.,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
Tboma*  whurton  °^  tne  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Cap- 
in.ugurate«L  tain-General  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over 
the  same,"  was  proclaimed  at  the  court  house  in  Philadelphia, 
in  the  presence  of  a  vast  concourse  of  people,  who  expressed  the 
highest  satisfaction  on  the  occasion  by  unanimous  shouts  of 
acclamation. 

1  This  refers  to  the  attempt  made  in  January,  1777,  to  take  Fort  Independence, 
and  thus  secure  a  passage  Into  New  York  island.  About  four  thousand  militia,  in 
four  divisions,  under  Generals  Heath,  Wooater,  Parsons,  and  Lincoln,  were  des- 
tined for  the  service.  General  Heath  was  commander-in-chief.  All  met  on  the 
heights  about  and  near  Kingsbridge.  The  fort  had  but  a  trilling  garrison,  which 
could  have  made  no  effectual  resistance  had  a  vigorous  push  been  made;  and  the 
men  were  in  spirits  for  the  attempt.  In  this  way  only  could  it  be  carried,  was 
defence  attempted,  as  the  Americans  had  no  other  artillery  than  three  field-piece*. 
With  these  they  fired  a  number  of  shots  at  eighty  or  one  hundred  Hessians,  and  a 
few  light  horse,  who  collected  on  the  York  side  of  Harlem  River.  The  Hessianf 
were  thrown  into  a  momentary  confusion,  but  soon  formed  again.  General  Heath 
demanded  a  surrender  of  the  fort,  and  threatened  in  case  of  non-compliance. 
The  threat  was  disregarded.  The  troops  were  now  employed  chiefly  in  picking  up 
Tories,  in  foraging,  and  in  taking  stores  that  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
enemy,  till  more  artillery  could  arrive  from  Peekskill,  which  a  council  of  war  had 
agreed  to  send  for. 

About  nine  days  from  the  first  appearance  of  the  Americans  before  the  fort, 
the  artillery  came  to  hand,  and  consisted  of  one  brass  twenty-four  pounder  and 
two  howitzers.  The  twenty-four  pounder  was  fired  twice  when  the  carriage 
broke  ;  and  a  few  shells  were  thrown  without  any  execution.  A  great  number  of 
teams  were  then  employed  in  carrying  off  forage.  The  British,  who  had  been  re- 
inforced during  these  delays,  sallied  out,  but  were  repulsed.  Soon  after  the 
Americans  retired.  General  Heath's  conduct  was  censured  by  men  of  sense  and 
judgment,  who  were  with  him  on  the  expedition.  It  was  fraught  with  so  much 
caution,  that  the  army  was  disappointed,  and  in  some  degree  disgraced.  His 
summons,  as  he  did  not  fulfil  his  threats,  was  idle  and  farcical,  and  tended  to  bring 
on  all  of  them  the  ridicule  of  their  enemies.— Gordon,  ii.  181. 

1  Smythe's  Diary,  61. 
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The  procession  began  at  the  state  house,  and  was  con- 
ducted in  the  following  order,  viz. : — Constables  with  their 
staves ;  Sub-Sheriffs ;  High-Sheriff  and  Coroner ;  His  Excel- 
lency the  President  and  Vice-President ;  Members  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council ;  Sergeant-at-Arms  ;  the  Honorable 
Speaker  of  the  House — Clerk  of  the  House  on  his  left  hand  ; 
Members  of  the  General  Assembly  ;  gentlemen  members  of 
the  Council  of  Safety,  and  the  Navy  Board.  These  dined  to- 
gether at  the  city  tavern,  where  an  entertainment  was  provided 
by  order  of  the  House ;  the  members  of  Congress  then  in  the 
city,  and  the  general  officers  of  the  anny  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  being  also  present. 

After  dinner  the  following  healths  were  drank,  under  the 
discharge  of  cannon,  &c. : — 1.  The  United  States  of  America. 
2.  The  Congress.  3.  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
4.  General  Washington,  and  the  Anny  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  5.  The  Navy  of  the  United  States.  6.  The 
Friends  of  Liberty  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  7.  Perpetual 
union  and  strict  friendship  among  the  States  of  America.  8. 
The  Arts  and  Sciences.  9.  Agriculture.  10.  Trade  and  Nav- 
igation. 11.  The  memory  of  the  brave  patriots,  of  all  ranks, 
who  have  gloriously  fallen  in  their  country's  cause.  12.  May 
every  American  know  his  true  interest.  13.  May  Justice, 
Firmness,  and  Humanity,  ever  characterize  Americans.  14. 
May  human  Knowledge,  Virtue,  and  Happiness,  receive  their 
last  perfection  in  America.  15.  May  every  private  considera- 
tion give  way  to  the  means  of  our  public  defence.  16.  Gen- 
eral Lee,  and  all  our  friends  in  captivity.   17.  Doctor  Franklin. 

The  bells  of  the  city  were  rung,  and  the  whole  was  con- 
ducted with  the  utmost  decency,  and  no  accident  happened  of 
any  kind.1 

Ran  away  from  Isaac  Harris,  living  in  Pittsgrove,  Salem 
County,  Pennsylvania,  an  English  servant  man,  named  William 
Blackmore;  about  twenty-two  years  of  age;  five  feet  five,  or 
Bix  feet  high ;  light  complexion,  light  straight  hair ;  a  very 


1  Freeman's  Journal,  April  5. 
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clumsy  fellow,  tarns  the  toe  of  his  right  foot  very  much  out  in 
his  walk  ;  very  much  addicted  to  swearing  and  getting  drunk  ; 
lie  has  run  away  several  times,  and  has  an  iron  collar  round  his 
neck,  marked  I.  II.  and  W.  B.,  which  he  wears  under  his  shirt, 
but  may  be  easily  discovered.  Had  on,  when  he  went  away, 
a  brown  cloth  coat  with  blue  sleeves,  a  light  colored  cloth 
jacket,  leather  breeches,  and  blue  stockings.  All  recruiting 
officers  are  requested  not  to  enlist  him.  He  will  endeavor  to 
get  to  the  ministerial  army  if  he  has  opportunity,  as  he  is  a 
great  Tory.  Whosoever  takes  up  and  secures  the  said  servant 
in  any  gaol  so  that  his  master  may  have  him  again,  shall 
receive  six  dollars  and  reasonable  charges  paid  if  brought  home.1 

March  6. — Day  before  yesterday,  departed  this  life,  in 
the  fifty-sixth  year  of  his  a#e,  the  Reverend  Samuel  Auch- 
muty,  I).  D.,  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  New  York,  a  gen- 
tleman greatly  beloved  and  respected. 

He  was  born  at  Boston,  in  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  and  educated  at  the  college  of  Cambridge,  in  the  same 

snmuM  colony,  where  he  took  the  usual  degrees  in  the 
Aochmuty.  ]ji)eral  art8.  He  devoted  himself  early  to  the 
sacred  ministry,  and  soon  after  his  ordination  was  fixed  as  assist- 
ant minister  of  Trinity  Church  and  catechist,  in  the  year  1748  ; 
in  which  stations  he  continued  till  1764,  when,  on  the  death 
of  the  late  worthy  Doctor  Barclay,*  he  was  chosen  Rector. 
About  this  time  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity  was  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  University  of  Oxford. 

During  his  residence  in  New  York,  which  was  twenty-nine 
years,  he  discharged  the  pastoral  duties  of  his  function  with 
assiduity  and  fidelity  ;  of  which,  the  respect  showed  to  him 
by  the  inhabitants,  and  the  flourishing  state  of  the  Episcopal 
congregations  in  the  city  when  our  public  troubles  broke  out, 
are  incontestable  proofs. 

Firmly  and  conscientiously  attached  to  the  doctrines  and 
discipline  of  the  Church  of  England,  he  was  indefatigable  in 
promoting  her  interests ;  yet  without  any  of  that  narrow  spirit 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  March  12.  •  Henry  Barclay,  D.  D. 
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of  bigotry,  which  is  the  disgrace  of  religion.  His  senti- 
ments were  generous  and  enlarged,  which  led  him  to  prize 
merit  wherever  he  found  it,  and  this  disposition  and  conduct 
will  ever  command  the  approbation  of  the  rational  and  vir- 
tuous part  of  mankind,  and  succeed  where  bigotry  will  assur- 
edly fail. 

Christianity  never  appears  more  amiable  or  winning  than 
when  accompanied  with  that  easy -tempered  cheerfulness 
which  rectitude  and  benevolence  of  heart  naturally  inspire. 
In  this  he  greatly  excelled,  and  it  gave  him  many  advantages 
to  6crve  the  cause  of  religion. 

Few  men  ever  possessed  a  more  humane,  benevolent,  and 
compassionate  heart.  He  often  melted  into  tears  at  the  sight 
of  distress,  which  never  sought  his  aid  in  vain.  He  was  a 
liberal,  sympathizing  friend  to  the  indigent  and  afflicted,  a 
zealous  promoter  of  every  institution  or  scheme  that  could 
contribute  to  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  was  never  more 
happy  than  when  alleviating  the  misfortunes  of  others,  or  em- 
ployed in  some  office  of  benevolence  and  friendship. 

Such  a  temper  and  disposition  must  necessarily  endear  him 
to  his  intimate  acquaintances,  and  enable  him  to  shine  in 
the  more  tender  connections  of  social  life.  lie  was  indeed  a 
sincere,  warm  friend,  a  mcst  affectionate,  tender  husband  and 
father. 

Those  who  were  unfriendlv  to  the  Church  of  England  and 
to  the  British  Constitution  could  hardly  be  well  affected  to  him, 
considering  his  station  and  principles.  Yet  no  man  had  a 
more  placable,  forgiving  disposition  under  injuries  or  ill  usage. 
He  pitied  those  misguided  people ;  but  as  for  malice,  it  found 
no  harbor  in  his  bosom.  He  practised  the  Apostolic  rule, — 
Let  not  the  #un  go  down  upon  your  wrath. 

During  the  troubles  which  have  involved  this  country 
in  its  present  calamities,  he  took  that  part,  as  may  bo  ca^il}' 
supposed,  which  duty,  truth,  and  reason  pointed  out.  Un- 
shaken in  his  loyalty  to  our  gracious  sovereign,  and  in  his 
attachment  to  the  Constitution,  he  spurned  the  breath  of 
popular  applause  where  conscience  forbid  him  to  receive  it. 
This  drew  upon  him  much  persecution,  wliich,  with  the  distress 
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he  felt  for  the  miseries  of  this  country,  greatly  impaired 
his  constitution ;  the  case  could  scarcely  be  otherwise  with  a 
person  of  his  extreme  sensibility. 

His  ill  state  of  health  obliged  him  to  reside  in  the  country 
the  greatest  part  of  last  summer,  and  when  New  York  was 
reduced  by  his  Majesty's  forces  in  September,  he  applied 
repeatedly  to  the  rebels,  in  whose  hands  he  was,  for  leave 
to  return,  which  was  as  often  denied.  This  obliged  him  to 
come  away  privately,  and  exposed  him  to  such  hardships, 
while  making  his  escape,  that  his  constitution  was  reduced 
still  lower.  With  difficulty  he  got  there;  but  how  was  he 
shocked  on  viewing  the  ruins  of  so  great  a  part  of  the  city 
consumed  by  the  fire  in  September!  especially  those  of 
Trinity  Church,  that  ancient  and  once  venerable  edifice.  The 
sight  drew  floods  of  tears  from  him ;  and  although  he  lost  by 
the  fire,  private  property  to  the  amount  of  some  thousands  of 
pounds,  yet  the  destruction  of  Trinity  Church,  and  of  so  much 
of  the  property  belonging  to  its  corporation,  whieh  lias 
been  estimated  at  forty  thousand  pounds,  affected  him  much 
more. 

When  the  King's  troops  penetrated  into  Jersey,  his  family 
was  set  at  liberty  to  return.  His  spirits  seemed  to  revive,  his 
health  to  mend,  and  he  and  his  friends  indulged  themselves  in 
the  pleasing  expectation  of  peace  and  happiness  at  last,  after 
struggling  through  so  much  disquietude,  anxiety,  and  persecu- 
tion. But  alas !  these  flattering  hopes  were  soon  blasted  !  His 
lungs  had  been  weakened  by  constant  exertions  in  preaching, 
and  other  parochial  duties  :  a  severe  cold  which  he  caught  at 
a  funeral,  and  could  never  wholly  get  the  better  of,  weakened 
them  still  more,  and  greatly  injured  his  voice.  On  Tuesday, 
February  twenty-fifth,  he  was  seized  with  a  bilious  fever, 
which,  by  the  assistance  of  physic,  was  removed  in  a  great 
measure,  yet  left  him  exceedingly  weak,  and  the  disorder  set- 
tling on  his  lungs,  finally  carried  him  off  in  a  few  days. 

On  his  death-bed  he  behaved  with  that  patience,  calmness, 
and  fortitude  which  became  a  Christian,  and  which  a  well- 
grounded  hope  of  immortal  happiness  inspires.  In  his  last 
moments  he  retained  the  perfect  use  of  his  understanding  and 
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reason,  and  joined  fervently  in  prayer  abont  four  hours  before 
he  expired.    lie  died  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan. 

To-day  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  chancel  of  St. 
Paul's  church — a  church  which  was  built  under  his  inspection, 
consecrated  by  him  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God,  and 
where  he  preached  his  last  sermon  on  Sunday,  February  twen- 
ty-third, two  days  before  he  was  seized  by  his  last  illness. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord,  for  they  rest 
from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them.1 


March  8. — This  day,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one 
o'clock,  Brint  Debadee,  a  soldier  belonging  to  the  tenth  Penn- 
sylvania regiment,  was  shot  upon  the  commons  in 
Philadelphia,  pursuant  to  the  sentence  of  a  gen- 
eral court-martial.  This  unhappy  man  was  in  his  twenty- 
fourth  year,  in  the  vigor  of  life,  and  it  is  hoped  his  untimely 
and  dreadful  end  will  be  a  warning  to  others,  who,  when  they 
desert,  not  only  defraud  their  officer  and  abuse  their  country, 
but  are  also  guilty  of  the  dreadful  and  heinous  crime  of  per- 
jury. Of  his  past  misconduct  he  appeared  very  sensible,  and 
behaved  in  his  last  moments  with  great  resignation  and  calm- 
ness, declaring  that  he  sincerely  forgave  all  his  enemies,  and 
hoped  that  his  example  would  be  serviceable  to  some  of  his 
thoughtless  brother  soldiers.  lie  was  attended  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Coombe,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers.  The  last  gentleman, 
being  a  chaplain  in  the  service,  delivered  to  the  soldiers  pres- 
ent a  pathetic  address,  suitable  to  the  melancholy  occasion.* 

March  9. — Yesterday,  the  British,  supposed  to  be  about 
three  thousand,  came  out  from  Amboy,  and  posted  themselves 
on  Punk  Hill.  They  brought  artillery  and  a  BldrmWl  Bt  Pank 
number  of  wagons,  as  if  to  forage,  though  there  HUI» New  Jen*y- 
were  none  left  in  that  neighborhood  worth  notice.  General 
Maxwell,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  was  on  a  rising 
ground  to  the  northward,  in  plain  view,  though  at  a  good  dis- 
tance.   The  enemy  were  too  well  situated  to  be  attacked. 

1  Game's  Mercury,  March  10.        ■  Pennsylvania  Evening  Port,  March  8. 
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Maxwell  sent  a  party  to  the  left  to  amuse  them,  while  his  real 
design  was  to  the  right,  on  the  heights  towards  Bonamtown. 
He  sent  a  strong  party  that  way  to  examine  their  lines,  if  they 
had  any,  and  to  fall  in  near  the  end  of  them,  that  he  might 
fall  on  their  flank ;  this  was  performed  hy  part  of  Colonel 
Potter's  battalion  of  Pennsylvania  militia,  and  part  of  Colo- 
nel Thachers  New  England  troops.  Colonel  Cook,  of  the 
Pennsylvanians,  had  been  ordered  from  Matuchin  to  come 
down  on  Carman's  Hill,  and  keep  along  the  heights  till  he  met 
the  enemy.  About  half  a  mile  lower  down,  between  Car- 
man's Hill,  and  Woodbridge,  the  two  parties  being  joined,  met 
a  strong  advanced  party  of  the  enemy.  On  the  first  firing, 
Colonel  Martin  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lindley  were  sent  to 
support  them ;  they  all  behaved  well  and  kept  their  ground 
till  they  were  supported  from  the  main  body,  which  immedi- 
ately marched  that  way.  The  enemy  also  sent  out  a  reinforce- 
ment, but  on  another  regiment  of  Americans  being  sent  on 
the  left  to  cut  them  off  from  their  main  body,  the  party  gave 
way  in  great  confusion,  and  the  flame  catching  their  main 
body,  all  went  together.  Our  people  pursued  them  and  took 
a  prisoner  and  a  baggage  wagon  close  in  their  rear,  a  good  way 
down  in  the  plain  ground.  Bonamtown  lay  too  near  on  the 
right,  and  a  plain,  open  ground  towards  Amboy,  to  pursue  far. 
They  left  four  dead  on  the  field,  and  we  took  three  prisoners. 
By  the  quantity  they  carried  off  in  sleds  and  wagons,  it  is 
supposed  they  had  near  twenty  killed,  and  twice  that  number 
wounded. 

General  Maxwell  says  that  by  a  soldier  taken  prisoner,  he 
learns  that  General  Howe  was  at  Bonamtown  during  the  en- 
gagement, till  lie  saw  his  troops  make  the  best  of  their  way 
home,  when  he  thought  it  was  time  for  him  to  go.' 

March  15. — I  am  no  prophet,  nor  the  son  of  a  prophet,  yet 
I  believe  in  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and 
also  in  some  other  prophecies;  nor  can  I  forbear  thinking 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Haddonfield,  New  Jersey,  in  Pennsylvania  Journal, 
March  19. 
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there  is  something  prophetic  and  important  in  the  numher 
seven — else  why  do  the  holy  scriptures  hold  out  the  number 
seven  so  frequently,  and  so  remarkably  ?  There  ^  t 
we  may  read  that  God  rested  from  his  work  the 
seventh  day,  that  the  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath,  of  the  seventh 
year  of  release,  of  seven  times  seven  being  the  year  of  the  ju- 
bilee, of  seven  vials,  seven  trumpets,  seven  golden  candlesticks, 
and  of  the  seven  spirits  of  God.  In  civil  story,  too,  the  number 
seven  is  distinguished.  Witness  the  seven  wonders  of  the 
world,  seven  wise  men  of  Greece,  and  the  seven  champions  of 
Christendom.  Seven  days  make  a  week  ;  the  seventh  son  is 
of  course  a  doctor,  and  nine  sevens  form  the  grand  climacteric 
year.  If  there  should  be,  indeed,  any  peculiar  signiticancy  in 
the  number  seven,  which  I  believe  no  one  will  be  hardy  enough 
to  dispute,  the  oftener  that  number  occurs  in  any  subject,  es- 
pecially in  dates  and  eras,  the  more  significant  and  important 
must  be  the  subject,  date,  or  era  ;  from  hence  the  importance 
of  the  present  year,  in  which  three  sevens  unite,  may  be  fairly 
deduced. 

I  have  been  led  to  those  reflections  by  a  tradition  which 
hath  been  handed  down  from  the  first  settlement  of  New  Eng- 
land :  that  when  three  sevens  should  meet  in  the  date  of  the 
year,  the  American  colonies  would  become  independent  States ; 
and  a  prophecy  that  was  some  years  ago  published — that  in 
the  year  1777  there  would  be  war  throughout  Europe.  Wheth- 
er appearances  favor  this  last  prophecy  or  not,  let  those  say 
who  are  better  acquainted  with  the  European  States  than  I 
am,  and  know  how  the  war  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  Great  Britain  will  affect  them  ;  but  a  great 
number  of  circumstances  concur  to  countenance  the  prophecy 
respecting  the  establishment  of  American  Independency,  which 
are  too  obvious  to  be  mentioned. 

I  cannot,  however,  leave  this  subject  without  acknowledg- 
ing my  great  obligations  to  an  ingenious  gentleman,  who  is 
deeply  read  in  prophecies,  for  furnishing  me  with  the  follow- 
ing prophecy,  which  relates  directly  to  my  subject,  and  had 
escaped  my  observation.  Alexander  Pedan,  an  eminent 
Scotch  divine,  not  more  remarkable  for  his  piety  and  suffer- 
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ings  than  his  spirit  of  prophecy,  hath  left  it  on  record,  that 
when  three  sevens  should  meet,  a  star  of  the  first  lustre  and 
magnitude  would  fall  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  Most 
prophecies  are  delivered  in  enigmatical  terms,  which  time  only 
can  develop.  However,  may  we  not  conjecture  that  the  noted 
divine,  Alexander  Pedan,  had  in  idea  the  present  year  ?  And 
does  it  require  much  skill  in  enigmatical  learning  to  see 
through  these  prophecies,  and  to  conclude,  with  a  degree  of 
confidence,  that  this  very  year,  1777,  will  be  the  grand  jubilee 
of  American  Freedom  and  Independency  ? 

May  lie  that  holdeth  the  seven  stars  in  his  right  hand  ac- 
complish the  prophecy  !  Thus  devoutly  wisheth  and  prayeth 
Behman.1 


A  correspondent  in  London  says,  that  since  the  ministry 
have  not  been  able,  by  their  arms,  to  reduce  America,  a  pro- 

A9chemMore.i.icJei'tor  nas  delivered  to  them  a  scheme  which  will 
th«  Americans.  g()on  urmg  the  rebels  to  an  unconditional  submis- 
sion ;  and  it  is  confidently  reported  that  administration  have 
with  great  avidity  adopted  it,  and  mean  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution by  contract,  proposals  for  which  having  already  been 
received  from  two  Englishmen  and  eleven  Scotchmen.  It  is 
that  sixty  thousand  barrels  of  lamp  black  be  immediately 
bought  in  Russia,  Prussia,  or  Scotland,  and  that  it  be  sent  on 
or  before  midsummer  day  to  the  respective  colonies;  that 
commissioners  be  appointed  in  every  such  colony  to  paint  the 
faces,  and  every  other  part  of  the  bodies  of  the  Americans  as 
black  as  negroes ;  and  that  soon  after  this  operation  they  shall 
be  sold,  as  negroes  are,  at  public  auction,  twenty  in  a  lot,  to 
the  Creole  planters  of  Jamaica,  Barbadocs,  Antigua,  *fec,  and 
that  the  money  arising  from  such  sales  be  principally  applied 
in  improving  his  Majesty's  loyal  but  barren  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, and  the  remainder  in  pensions  to  North,  Bute,  Mansfield, 
the  two  Howes,  the  Minden  hero,  Governors  Dunmore,  Tryon, 
and  their  heirs  for  three  lives,  and  five  pounds  a  year  to  every 
Bostonian  in  Brompton  Row,  who  will  return  thither  and  be 
the  negro  drivers.1 

'  Freeman's  Journal,  March  15.  ■  Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  28. 
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Mabch  17. — Last  night,  a  detachment  of  the  Queen's  rai 
ers,  and  New  York  companies,  with  twenty  of  the  Hessian 
troops,  and  a  subaltern,  under  the  command  of  FlghtatWluxr, 
Captains  John  Branden  and  Archibald  Campbell,  UoUM- 
were  ordered  out  from  New  York  to  attack  a  party  of  the  rebels 

A  »/ 

at  De  Lancev's  Mills,  in  Westchester  countv  :  but  they  having: 
intelligence  of  the  movement  of  our  detachment,  fled  to  the 
house  of  Stephen  Ward,  about  nine  miles  north  from  Kings- 
bridge,  where  the  party  attacked  them,  about  nine  o'clock  at 
night,  killed  between  forty  and  fifty,  and  took  twenty-seven 
prisoners,  amongst  whom  were  a  major,  a  captain,  (wounded,) 
and  a  forage-master.  They  brought  oft*  at  the  same  time 
twenty-four  head  of  cattle,  and  four  horses,  part  of  which  the 
rebels  had  robbed  the  friends  of  government  of  that  day. 
Our  loss  would  have  been  very  inconsiderable,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  death  of  the  brave  Campbell,  who,  after  the  villains 
had  begged  for  quarters,  went  into  the  house,  and  was  imme- 
diately shot  through  the  heart.  We  had  five  privates  killed 
on  the  spot,  and  six  wounded,  one  of  whom  is  since  dead.1 

March  20. — Tins  morning,  a  young  woman  passing  an  evac- 
uated house  in  Woodbridge,  New  Jersey,  saw  through  the 
window  a  drunken  Hessian  soldier,  who  had  straggled  from 
his  party.  There  being  no  men  within  less  than  a  mile  of  the 
town,  she  went  home,  dressed  herself  in  man's  apparel,  and 
armed  with  an  old  firelock,  returned  to  the  house,  entered  it, 
and  took  the  Hessian  prisoner,  whom  she  soon  stripped  of  his 
arms  and  was  leading  off,  when  she  fell  in  with  the  patrol 
guard  of  a  New  Jersey  regiment,  stationed  near  Woodbridge, 
to  whom  she  delivered  her  prisoner.' 

March  27. — Tins  American  post  at  Pcekskill,  New  York, 
since  the  removal  of  the  militia  of  the  Eastern  States,  has 
been  in  a  manner  in  a  defenceless  situation,  there     Mtnck  on 
being  only  part  of  two  regiments  stationed  there,  Peeksknl- N T- 
under  the  care  of  General  McDougal,  amounting  to  about  two 

1  Game's  Mercury,  March  24.  •  Freeman's  Journal,  April  26. 
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hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  enemy  having  received  intelli- 
gence of  this,  formed  an  expedition  thither  with  a  view  to 
take  or  destroy  the  stores  belonging  to  the  continentals,  that 
were  deposited  there.  Accordingly,  on  Sunday  last,  23d,  they 
appeared  with  a  frigate,  four  transports,  and  several  other  small 
vessels,  in  the  hay,  and  landed  about  one  thousand  men,  with 
several  pieces  of  cannon.  General  McDougal  not  thinking  it 
prudent  to  hazard  a  battle  with  such  an  unequal  force,  and 
not  having  seasonable  advice  of  the  enemy's  movement,  was 
under  the  necessity  of  destroying  the  stores  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  their  hands,  and  retired  about  two  miles 
into  the  pass  in  the  Highlands,  carrying  with  him  his  baggage 
and  military  stores,  his  advanced  guard  being  stationed  at 
Courtlandt's  house,  in  the  valley.  The  enemy  the  same  day 
took  possession  of  the  village,  and  remained  close  in  their 
quarters  until  the  next  day  in  the  afternoon,  when  a  party  of 
them,  consisting  of  about  two  hundred  men,  possessed  them- 
selves of  a  height  a  little  south  of  Courtlandt's.  The  general 
having  received  a  reinforcement  from  Colonel  Gansevoort's 1 
regiment  of  about  eighty  men,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Willett,5  permitted  them  to  attempt  to  dispossess 
the  enemy  from  that  eminence. 

Colonel  "Willett  having  accordingly  made  the  necessary  dis- 
position, advanced  with  his  small  party  with  the  greatest  firm- 
ness and  resolution,  and  made  the  attack.  The  enemy  instantly 
fled  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  leaving  three  men  dead  on 
the  field,  and  the  whole  body,  panic-struck,  betook  themselves 
to  their  shipping,  embarking  under  cover  of  the  night ;  and 
by  the  last  accounts  they  had  sailed  down  the  river.  Before 
they  embarked,  they  gave  out  that  they  intended  to  stop  at 
Tarrytown,  on  their  way  down,  and  attempt  to  destroy  our 
magazine  of  forage  at  Wright's  mills.  Upon  their  evacuating 
the  place,  General  McDougal  took  possession  of  his  former 
quarters,  and  detached  a  party  of  men  to  watch  their  motions. 
The  enemy  on  this  occasion  have  been  exceedingly  disappoint- 
ed, as  they  have  not  been  able  to  carry  off  any  stores  left  be- 

1  Peter  Ganaevoort,  Jr.  •  Marinua  Willett. 
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liind  by  our  men,  and  no  other  stock  than  about  forty  sheep, 
and  eight  or  ten  head  of  cattle,  with  which  they  wero  supplied 
by  our  good  friends,  the  Tories.  Never  did  troops  exhibit 
more  firmness  and  resolution  than  did  our  army  on  this  occa- 
sion. Notwithstanding  the  disparity  of  numbers  was  great, 
and  the  measure  absolutely  necessary,  it  was  with  the  utmort 
reluctance  they  retired  to  the  pass.  As  usual,  these  heroes  of 
Britain  have  burnt  some  houses,  plundered  the  inhabitants  of 
what  they  could  conveniently  take  with  them,  frightened  the 
women  and  children,  and  raised  the  spirits  of  their  Tory 
brethren  in  that  quarter ;  but  which,  alas !  as  is  always  the 
case  when  unnaturally  elevated,  are  now  again  proportionately 
depressed.1 

A  British  officer  in  this  expedition  gives  another  account 
of  it: — On  Saturday  last  and  the  two  following  days,  an 
important  enterprise  was  effected  upon  a  large  magazine, 
which  the  rebels  had  formed  at  Peekskill,  IlCar  BritUh  ftreoont  of 
the  Highlands,  under  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Pwk.kiiL°n 
Bird  and  Major  Ilope,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Durnford  of 
the  Engineers,  with  only  five  hundred  men.  The  troops  were 
embarked  on  board  four  transports  on  Saturday,  with  every 
precaution  of  secrecy  as  to  their  destination,  and  proceeded 
up  the  North  River  under  the  convoy  of  the  Brune  frigate, 
Captain  Ferguson,  and  an  armed  galley.  They  came  upon 
the  rebels,  almost  unapprised  of  the  adventure,  on  the 
Sunday  afternoon,  who  soon  ran  away  from  their  post,  (though 
they  were  at  least  equal  to  the  troops  in  number,)  with  the 
greatest  precipitation.  Before  they  quitted  the  spot,  they 
set  fire  to  the  mills  up  Gregory's  Creek,  in  which  were 
stored  above  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  and  eighty 
hogsheads  of  rum,  also  to  two  large  storehouses  containing 
an  immense  quantity  of  military  store* ;  and  to  their  forage 
yard,  with  all  the  hay,  straw,  and  corn.  They  likewise  staved 
a  great  number  of  hogsheads  of  rum,  during  the  approach 
of  the  ships. 

Immediately  upon  landing,  the  troops  advanced  to  the  ex- 

1  Connecticut  Journal,  April  2. 
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edition  of  their  design,  and  burnt  and  destroyed  the  whole 
magazine,  the  barracks,  the  workshops,  storehouses,  and  all 
the  appurtenances  of  this  principal  deposit  of  military  furni- 
ture and  stores,  which  the  rebels  had  been  forming  for  a  long 
time  with  the  greatest  expense  and  labor.  Besides  the  bar- 
racks, which  were  exceedingly  well  constructed,  and  several 
other  buildings,  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  new  wagons 
were  committed  to  the  flames,  together  with  a  vast  collection 
of  intrenching  tools,  carpenters  tools,  and  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  beef,  pork,  flour,  rice,  and  biscuit,  all  in  casks,  and 
above  four  hundred  hogsheads  of  rum.  Many  casks  of  tal- 
low, boxes  of  candles,  hogsheads  of  molasses,  about  a  dozen 
casks  of  coffee,  some  boxes  of  chocolate,  chests  of  arms,  artil- 
lery stores,  thirty  casks  of  nails,  twenty  boxes  of  grape  shot, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  bar  and  slit  iron,  were  either  conveyed 
to  the  ships,  or  entirely  destroyed.  The  camp  equipage,  be- 
longing to  McDougal,  who  commands  the  rebels  in  that  quar- 
ter, was  in  part  destroyed,  and  in  part  brought  away,  with 
some  oflicers'  uniforms,  and  colors.  In  the  conflagration, 
which  with  such  a  collection  of  combustible  matters  may  be 
easily  imagined  to  have  been  prodigious,  a  large  quantity  of 
bark  for  tanning,  and  of  leather  for  shoes  and  other  purposes, 
was  consumed.  In  short,  the  destruction  was  complete  and 
effectual,  scarce  any  thing  escaping  that  could  be  of  use  either 
to  the  troops  or  to  the  rebels.  Several  sloops  and  boats  were 
likewise  destroyed,  and  others  brought  off  laden  with  some  of 
the  most  valuable  articles.  A  fine  twelve-pounder,  which  the 
rebels  had  placed  there,  was  dismounted,  and  left  without  its 
trunnions.  The  whole  affair  was  carried  on  with  the  utmost 
spirit  and  harmony,  and  to  the  honor  of  the  soldiers  it  may  be 
said,  that  not  one  of  them,  among  the  streams  of  rum  that  run 
about  in  every  quarter,  was  in  the  least  disordered  in  his  duty. 
They  only  expressed  their  disappointment  in  not  having  had 
a  brush  with  the  rebels.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  cool  intre- 
pidity and  precautions  of  the  commanding  officers  throughout 
the  enterprise,  nor  the  alacrity  and  vigor  of  the  whole  party. 
Not  a  man  was  lost  or  hurt  upon  the  occasion.  The  sailors 
performed  their  part  with  equal  spirit,  and  as  British  seamen 
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are  used  to  do.  The  loss  of  the  rebels  cannot  be  casilv  caleu- 
lated  ;  their  disappointment  and  want,  in  consequence  of  it, 
may  be  more  easily  guessed  at,  and  the  more,  as  that  loss  is 
now  irreparable.1 

March  31. — Tins  day,  James  Molesworth,  a  spy,  was  exe- 
cuted  on  the  commons  near  Philadelphia.  It  appears  by  sun- 
dry evidences,  and  his  own  confession,  that  he  had  been  sent 
from  New  York  to  procure  pilots  for  conducting  the  British 
fleet  up  the  river  Delaware." 

1  Game's  Mercury,  March  31.  1  Upcott,  t.  15. 
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April  1.— Tire  pasteboard  dollars  of  the  Congress  are  now 
refused  by  the  hottest  among  the  rebels  themselves.  One,  who 
was  a  member  of  a  committee  to  punish  those  who  might  re- 
fuse them,  was  lately  punished  for  refusing  them  himself;  and, 
in  short,  every  one  is  putting  them  off  from  himself,  in  ex- 
change for  almost  any  thing  that  can  be  got  for  them.1 

Yesterday,  a  Connecticut  parson,  with  a  parcel  of  the  rag 
monev  in  one  of  his  moccasins,  was  taken  at  Kingsbridge  and 

+t  f  OCT 

brought  into  New  York.  lie  was  this  morning  obliged  to 
chew  up  all  the  money,  and  declare,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
assemblage  of  people,  that  he  will  not  again  pray  for  the  Con- 
gress, or  their  doer  of  dirty  work,  Mr.  Washington  ;  on  the 
conclusion  of  which  lie  was  set  at  libertv,  with  orders  not  to 
go  above  the  third  line.  He  is  an  obstinate  hypocrite,  but 
will  now  have  plenty  of  time  for  psalmody  and  repentance, 
which  latter,  I  veouw,  he  stands  much  in  need  of.' 

April  5. — Last  Thursday,  a  party  of  rebels,  under  the 
command  of  one  George  Babcock,  came  into  the  house  of  Mr. 
Affitimf North  Charles  Slocuiu,  at  North  Kingston.'  His  son 
Kiag»ton,  u.  i.  commg  to  the  door,  was  immediately  collared  by 
one  of  the  banditti.  Young  Slocum  clenched  with  him,  and 
would  soon  have  made  him  repent  his  rashness,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  interference  of  the  rest  of  the  gang.  His  father, 
seeing  the  scuffle,  camo  out  of  the  house  to  interfere  in  behalf 
of  his  son,  when  the  infamous  Babcock  discharged  a  pistol  at 
him.    The  ball  entered  a  little  below  his  heart,  and  lie  died  in 

1  Upcott,  iv.  463.  ■  Smythe's  Journal  1  In  Rhode  Island. 
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about  three  hours.  Not  content  with  the  misery  they  had  al- 
ready occasioned  to  this  unhappy  family,  they  took  both  his 
sons  and  dragged  them  before  their  assembly,  who,  in  their 
clemency,  permitted  them  to  return  under  a  strong  guard  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  their  murdered  father.  The  mourning 
relatives  were  accordingly  escorted  to  the  grave  by  this  un- 
feeling clan,  who  immediately  upon  their  return  home,  carried 
both  the  young  men  off  to  Providence  jail.  This  unparalleled 
barbarity  is  said  to  be  occasioned  by  the  information  of  some 
villain  that  has  escaped  from  Newport. 

Every  breast  susceptible  of  the  miseries  of  its  fellow  crea- 
tures must  feel  for  this  unhappy  family — a  husband  murdered ! 
a  number  of  orphan  children  deprived  of  him  to  whom  they 
were  wont  to  look  up  for  support  ;  and  to  complete  the  tragic 
scene,  two  sons,  whose  presence  at  home  might  in  some  meas- 
ure have  alleviated  the  loss  of  their  parent,  are  likewise  torn 
from  their  wives,  expecting  soon  to  share  the  same  cruel  fate. 
And  all  this  performed  by  men  who  have  decorated  their  stand- 
ard with  the  specious  names  of  Liberty  and  Justice.1 

April  14. — Day  before  yesterday,  General  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis,  Generals  Grant  and  Matthews,  with  the  first  battalion  of 
grenadiers,  one  battalion  of  light  infantry,  a  de-  PkIrml!lh  at 
tachment  of  the  guards,  the  light  horse,  two  bat- 
talions  of  Hessians,  and  the  Yagers,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Donop,  marched  from  New  Brunswick,  in  New  Jersey,  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  o'clock  at  night,  in  order  to  surprise 
a  large  body  of  the  rebels  stationed  at  Boundbrook,  seven 
miles  distance  from  that  city,  commanded  by  a  General  Lin- 
coln. The  expedition  was  conducted  with  so  much  secrecy 
that  scarce  any  of  the  inhabitants  knew  of  the  departure  of 
the  troops  till  Sunday  morning.  They  avoided  the  roads,  and 
got  close  to  the  rebel  intrenchments  before  day  ;  heard  the 
sentinels  cry  "  All's  well,"  and  were  ordered  to  lie  on  their 
arms  till  the  rebels  shonld  fire  their  morning  gun.  The  order 
being  given  for  tho  attack,  their  troops  rushed  on  with  their 

Gaine's  Mercury,  April  14. 
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usual  intrepidity,  and  put  the  rebels  to  flight,  killed  upwards 
of  one  hundred,  took  seventy-three  prisoners,  (among  whom 
was  one  of  Lincoln's  aide-de-camps,  one  captain,  one  lieuten- 
ant, and  a  man  in  irons,  sentenced  by  the  rebels  to  be  shot,) 
three  brass  cannon,  a  quantity  of  arms,  two  wagons  loaded 
with  ammunition,  a  number  of  horses,  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty head  of  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  &c,  besides  destroying  three 
hundred  barrels  of  flour,  several  hogsheads  of  whiskey  and 
New  England  rum,  with  sundry  other  articles  that  the  flourish- 
ing States  cannot  very  well  spare.  The  troops  returned  on 
Sunday  forenoon,  and  the  rebels  crawled  back  to  Boundbrook 
on  their  departure.  Our  loss  was  one  man  killed,  and  two 
Yagers  wounded. 

Many  of  the  friends  of  government  availed  themselves  of 
the  confusion  the  rebels  were  thrown  in  by  the  above  disaster, 
and  came  into  Brunswick  with  the  troops ;  several  of  the  reb- 
els embraced  the  same  opportunity,  and  brought  in  their  arms. 

It  is  said  that  the  rebel  general  had  not  time  to  collect  his 
clothes,  his  safety  requiring  his  utmost  dexterity  and  swiftness. 

The  prisoners  were  brought  to  New  York  to-day,  and  are 
lodged  in  gaol  with  their  wretched  brethren.1 

The  late  proclamation,  issued  by  Sir  "William  Howe,  we 

1  Upcott,  t.  19.  The  following  is  another  account  of  this  action :— "  On  Satur- 
day, the  12th  instant,  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  Generals  Grant  and  Matthews, 
with  a  body  of  British  troops,  aud  Colonel  Donop  with  a  detachment  of  Hessians, 
surprised  a  large  body  of  the  rebels  at  Boundbrook,  about  seven  miles  from  Bruns- 
wick. New  Jersey,  under  the  command  of  one  Benjamin  Lincoln,  late  secretary  to 
the  conventions  and  congresses  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  a  forward  person  in 
all  the  rebellious  proceedings  of  that  colony.  The  troops  lay  upon  their  arms  till 
daybreak,  and  commenced  the  attack  upon  the  rear  of  the  rebel  quarters,  who 
made  so  weak  a  resistance  as  only  to  wound  slightly  four  of  the  soldiers.  Above 
one  hundred  of  the  rebels  were  killed,  eighty-five  taken  prisoners,  among  whom 
was  a  fellow  who  passed  for  Lincoln's  aide-de-camp,  and  two  others  under  the 
style  of  officers.  The  rebels  taken  have  been  brought  to  town,  and  are  the  most 
miserable  looking  creatures  that  ever  bore  the  name  of  soldiers,  being  covered 
with  nothing  but  rags  and  vermin.  Three  brass  field-pieces,  muskets,  ammunition, 
camp  equipage,  papers,  several  horses,  near  two  hundred  head  of  cattle,  with 
sheep,  hogs,  rum,  flour,  bread,  Ac,  were  chiefly  brought  away,  and  the  rest,  such 
as  the  rum  and  salted  provisions,  being  very  bad,  were  destroyed." — Gained 
Mercury,  April  21. 
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hear,  has  heen  read  to  the  several  corp9  in  the  rebel  army,  by 
their  respective  leaders,  who  strove  to  show  them  that  the  de- 
sign of  it  was  to  lead  them  to  bondage  and  destruc-  Hmrh  r.aioe'« 
tion,  to  alienate  them  from  their  allegiance  to  Mes-  criticism*, 
sieurs  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  Congress,  and  to  bring  them  out  of  their  present  state 
of  happiness  and  freedom.  Many  and  wonderful  were  the 
speeches  made  upon  this  occasion,  all  founded  upon  an  evident 
fear  lest  their  poor  deluded  followers  should  see  and  think  for 
themselves.  Their  fear  seems  to  have  been  just ;  for  many,  in 
following  their  own  senses,  have  quitted  the  desperate  and 
wicked  cause  they  have  been  engaged  in,  and  have  brought  in 
(some  of  them  at  least)  two  or  three  muskets  apiece,  for  which 
they  have  been  handsomely  paid  in  silver  dollars.1  Some 
whole  companies  have  come  in,  and  particularly  from  the 
northward.  A  party  of  them  who  came  up  a  few  days  since 
from  Amboy,  in  order  to  join  the  royal  provincials,  were  as- 
tonished to  see  any  ships  in  New  York  harbor,  as  it  had 
been  industriously  reported  among  the  rebels  that  they  were 
all  sailed  for  England,  and  that  the  troops  were  to  quit  the 
colonies  as  soon  as  fresh  ships  could  arrive  to  carry  them  home. 
A  very  few  weeks  will  convict  these  impostors  of  their  num- 
berless falsehoods. 

Several  men-of-war,  and  above  one  hundred  transports,  are 
stationed  in  the  North  River.  The  East  Kiver  is  crowded  with 
merchantmen,  prize-vessels,  and  ships  of  all  sorts. 

A  correspondent  remarks,  that  whilst  most  of  the  other 
seaport  towns  and  colonies  groan  under  the  dearness  of  provis- 
ions, and  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  New  York  is  supplied, 
at  very  little  more  than  the  usual  rate  in  this  season  of  the  year, 
with  every  species  of  food  and  all  kinds  of  clothing  and  dry 
goods. 

The  Philadelphia  newspapers  are  stuffed  with  continual 
false  accounts  of  skirmishes,  and  other  exploits  of  their  raga- 
muffins in  the  Jerseys,  in  which  they  always  obtain  most  wonder- 

1  The  Congress  paper  dollars  are  now  used  for  papering  rooms,  lighting  pipes, 
and  other  conveniences.-—  Carvtr. 
27 
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ful  and  "  never-tc-be-heard-of-victories."  The  following  may 
serve  for  a  specimen,  taken  from  the  I*en-n*ylvmua  Journal 
of  the  second  of  April.  In  a  skirmish,  which  is  stated  to  have 
happened  near  Quibbletown  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  March, 
they  say  the  British  "  must  have  lost  some  men,  as  they  were 
seen  carrying  them  off  in  the  time  of  action,  which  happened 
within  half  a  mile  of  their  breastworks.  "We  had  two  rifles 
broke,  but  not  a  man  hurt  in  this  skirmish  ;  an  evident  proof, 
that  Providence  shields  the  just  and  brave,  (they  mean  them- 
selves,) for  we  forced  them  from  an  advantageous  wood,  where 
they  were  posted  behind  trees  and  our  people  entirely  exposed 
in  an  open  field.  The  troops  that  were  engaged  with  ours 
were  British  and  not  Hessian.  Our  whole  party  did  not 
exceed  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  the  enemy  not  less  than 
three  hundred  men."  What  opinion  must  these  people  have 
of  their  followers,  when  they  suppose  them  capable  of  believ- 
ing such  enormous  falsehoods  as  these  ? 

Some  days  ago,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Kniffin,  of 
Rye,  in  Connecticut,  was  murdered  by  a  party  of  rebels  near 
or  upon  Budd's  Neck.  She  was  carrying  some  clothes  to  her 
father  in  company  of  two  men  who  had  the  charge  of  a  herd 
of  cattle.  They  were  fired  upon  by  the  rebels  from  behind  a 
stone  wall.  The  poor  young  woman  received  a  ball  in  her 
head,  of  which  she  instantly  died.  The  men  escaped  unhurt. 
They  plundered  her  dead  body  of  its  clothes,  cut  one  of  her 
fingers  almost  off  in  order  to  take  a  ring,  and  left  the  corpse 
most  indecently  exposed  in  the  highway.  Such  are  the  advo- 
cates of  this  cursed  rebellion  !  Yet  the  officer  (so  called)  who 
commanded  the  party,  and  who  is  said  to  be  a  colonel  among 
the  rebels,  gloried  in  the  exploit,  and  swore  it  was  better  to  kill 
one  woman  than  two  men ;  adding,  moreover,  that  he  would 
put  both  man  and  woman  to  death,  who  should  presume  to 
cultivate  their  farms  or  their  gardens  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Rye  this  spring.1 

Three  men-of-war  have  sailed  up  the  Delaware,  and  an- 

1  Game's  Mercury,  April  14. 
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chored  off  Reedy  Island.  This  has  thrown  all  the  rebellions 
part  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  congress  at  their  head,  into  the 
utmost  perturbation.  Handbills  have  been  distributed  to 
implore  the  people  to  assemble  in  arms  against  the  troops  of 
their  sovereign,  but  it  won't  do.  The  people  begin  to  see  the 
baseness  and  villany  of  their  leaders,  and  think  it  high  time  to 
take  care  of  themselves.  Some  of  the  New  England  and  other 
people  who  do  not  belong  to  the  province,  have  attempted  to 
burn  the  city,  and  actually  did  set  it  on  fire  in  two  places. 
This  has  induced  the  Quakers  and  other  inhabitants  to  mount 
guard  every  night  for  the  preservation  of  their  property  from 
destruction  by  these  lawless  incendiaries.1 

April  18. — The  committee  appointed  by  Congress  some 
time  ago  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  British  troops  in 
their  different  marches  through  New  York  and  Report  on  th* 
New  Jersey,  have  to-day  reported  : — That  in  every  XTiTh. 
place  where  the  enemy  has  been,  there  are  heavy  complaints 
of  oppression,  injury,  and  insult,  suffered  by  the  inhabitants, 
from  officers,  soldiers,  and  Americans  disaffected  to  their  coun- 
trv's  cause. 

The  committee  found  these  complaints  so  greatly  diversi- 
fied, that  as  it  was  impossible  to  enumerate  them,  so  it  appear- 
ed exceedingly  difficult  to  give  a  distinct  and  comprehensive 
view  of  them,  or  such  an  account  as  would  not  appear  ex- 
tremely defective  when  read  by  unhappy  sufferers  or  the  coun- 
try in  general.  In  order,  however,  in  some  degree  to  answer  the 
design  of  their  appointment,  they  determined  to  divide  the  ob- 
ject of  their  inquiry  into  the  following  parts,  and  briefly  state 
what  they  found  to  be  the  truth  upon  each. 

First : — The  wanton  and  oppressive  devastation  of  the 
country,  and  destruction  of  property. 

The  whole  track  of  the  British  army  is  marked  with  desola- 
tion, and  a  wanton  destruction  of  property,  particularly  through 
Westchester  county,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  towns  of 
Newark,  Elizabethtown   Woodbridge,  Brunswick,  Kingston, 

Chune's  Mercury,  April  21. 
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Princeton,  and  Trenton,  in  New  Jersey.  The  fences  destroyed, 
houses  deserted,  pulled  in  pieces  or  consumed  by  fire,  and  the 
general  face  of  waste  and  devastation  spread  over  a  rich  and 
once  well-cultivated  and  well-inhabited  country,  would  affect 
the  most  unfeeling  with  compassion  for  the  unhappy  sufferers, 
and  with  indignation  and  resentment  against  the  barbarous 
ravagers. 

It  deserves  notice,  that  though  there  are  many  instances  of 
rage  and  vengeance  against  particular  persons,  yet  the  destruc- 
tion was  very  general  and  often  undistinguished ;  those  who 
submitted  and  took  protections,  and  some  who  were  known  to 
favor  them,  having  frequently  suffered  in  the  common  ruin. 
Places  and  things  which  from  their  public  nature  and  general 
utility  should  have  been  spared  by  civilized  people,  have  been 
destroyed  or  plundered,  or  both.  But  above  all,  places  of 
worship,  ministers,  and  other  religious  persons  of  some  partic- 
ular Protestant  denominations,  seem  to  have  been  treated  with 
the  most  rancorous  hatred,  and  at  the  same  time  with  the 
highest  contempt. 

Second : — The  inhuman  treatment  of  those  who  were  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  become  prisoners. 

The  prisoners,  instead  of  that  humane  treatment  which 
those  taken  by  the  United  States  experienced,  were  in  general 
treated  with  the  greatest  barbarity.  Many  of  them  were  kept 
near  four  days  without  food  altogether.  When  they  received 
a  supply,  it  was  insufficient  in  quantity,  and  often  of  the  worst 
kind.  They  suffered  the  utmost  distress  from  cold,  nakedness, 
and  close  confinement.  Freemen  and  men  of  substance  suf- 
fered all  that  a  generous  mind  could  suffer  from  the  contempt 
and  mockery  of  British  and  foreign  mercenaries.  Multitudes 
died  in  prison.  When  they  were  sent  out,  several  died  in  be- 
ing carried  from  the  boats  on  shore,  or  upon  the  road  attempt- 
ing to  go  home.  The  committee,  in  the  course  of  their  inqui- 
ry, learned  that  sometimes  the  common  soldiers  expressed 
sympathy  with  the  prisoners,  and  the  foreigners  more  than 
the  English.  But  this  was  seldom  or  never  the  case  with  the 
officers ;  nor  have  they  been  able  to  hear  of  any  charitable  as- 
sistance given  them  by  the  inhabitants  who  remained  in  or  re- 
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sorted  to  the  city  of  New  York,  which  neglect,  if  universal, 
they  believe  was  never  known  to  happen  in  any  similar  case 
in  a  Christian  country. 

ft 

Third  : — The  savage  butchery  of  those  who  had  submitted, 
and  were  incapable  of  resistance. 

The  committee  found  it  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the 
people  in  the  neighborhood  of  Trenton  and  Princeton,  that 
the  British,  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Princeton,  had  deter- 
mined to  give  no  quarter.  They  did  not,  however,  obtain  any 
clear  proof  that  there  were  general  orders  for  that  purpose,  but 
the  treatment  of  several  particular  persons  at  and  since  that 
time,  has  been  of  the  most  shocking  kind,  and  gives  too  much 
countenance  to  the  supposition.  Officers  wounded  and  dis- 
abled, some  of  them  of  the  first  rank,  were  barbarously  man- 
gled or  put  to  death.  A  minister  of  the  gospel,  who  neither 
was  nor  had  been  in  arms,  was  massacred  in  cold  blood  at 
Trenton,  though  humbly  supplicating  for  mercy.' 

Fourth  : — The  lust  and  brutality  of  the  soldiers  in  abusing 
women. 

The  committee  had  authentic  information  of  many  in- 
stances of  the  most  indecent  treatment  and  actual  ravishment 
of  married  and  single  women  ;  but  such  is  the  nature  of  that 
most  irreparable  injury,  that  the  persons  suffering  it,  though 
perfectly  innocent,  look  upon  it  as  a  kind  of  reproach  to  have 
the  facts  related,  and  their  names  known.    Some  complaints 

1  The  following  circumstances  relatire  to  the  death  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Rone- 
burgh,  chaplain  to  a  battalion  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  who  was  killed  at 
Trenton,  on  the  evening  of  the  second  of  January,  are  given  in  the  affidavit  of 
the  Reverend  George  Duffield : — "  As  a  party  of  Hessian  Jagers  marched  down 
the  back  of  the  town  after  the  Americans  had  retreated,  they  fell  in  with  him, 
when  he  surrendered  himself  a  prisoner;  notwithstanding  which,  one  of  them 
■truck  him  on  the  head  with  a  sword  or  cutlaas,  and  then  stabbed  him  several 
times  with  a  bayonet,  whilst  imploring  mercy  and  begging  hi3  life  at  their  hands/ 
This  account  was  given  by  a  Hessian,  who  said  that  he  had  killed  him,  (save  only 
that  he  did  not  know  Mr.  Roxburgh's  name,  but  called  him  a  damn'd  rebel  min- 
uter,) and  that  Cortlandt  Skinner,  and  several  other  officers  who  were  present  at 
the  relation  of  the  lact,  highly  applauded  the  perpetrator  for  what  he  had  done. 
After  he  was  thus  massacred  he  was  stripped  naked,  and  in  that  condition  left 
lying  in  an  open  field,  till  taken  up  and  buried  near  the  place  by  some  of  the  in- 
habitanta.— Pennsylvania  Evening  Pott,  April  29. 
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were  made  to  the  commanding  officers  on  this  subject,  and  one 
affidavit  made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  but  the  committee 
could  not  learn  that  any  satisfaction  was  ever  given,  or  punish- 
ment inflicted,  except  that  one  soldier  in  Pennington  was  kept 
in  custody  for  part  of  a  day. 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  sorry  to  say  that  the  cry 
of  barbarity  and  cruelty  is  but  too  well  founded ;  and  as  in 
conversation  those  who  are  cool  to  the  American  cause,  have 
nothing  to  oppose  to  the  facts  but  their  being  incredible  and 
not  like  what  they  are  pleased  to  style  the  generosity  and  clem- 
ency of  the  English  nation,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  observe 
that  one  of  the  circumstances  most  frequently  occurring  in  the 
inquiry,  was  the  opprobrious,  disdainful  names  given  to  the 
Americans.  These  do  not  need  any  proof,  as  they  occur  so 
frequently  in  the  newspapers  printed  under  their  direction,  and 
in  the  intercepted  letters  of  those  who  are  officers,  and  call 
themselves  gentlemen.  It  is  easy,  therefore,  to  see  what  must 
be  the  conduct  of  a  soldiery  greedy  of  prey,  towards  a  people 
whom  they  have  been  taught  to  look  upon,  not  as  freemen 
defending  their  rights  on  principle,  but  as  desperadoes  and 
profligates,  who  have  risen  up  against  law  and  order  in  gen- 
eral, and  wish  the  subversion  of  society  itself.    This  is  the 

9  w 

most  charitable  and  candid  manner  in  which  the  committee 
can  account  for  the  melancholy  truths  which  they  have  been 
obliged  to  report.  Indeed,  the  same  deluding  principle  seems 
to  govern  persons  and  bodies  of  the  highest  rank  in  Britain ; 
for  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  not  pamphleteers  only,  but 
King  and  Parliament,  constantly  call  those  acts  lenity,  which 
on  their  first  publication  filled  this  whole  continent  with  re- 
sentment and  horror.1 

April  20.— To  the  Tories. — Wanted  for  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vice, as  an  assistant  to  his  Excellency  General  Ilowe  and 
Hugh  Gaine,  printers  and  publishers  of  the  New  York  Ga- 
zette, a  gentleman  who  can  lie  with  ingenuity. 

Enquire  of  Peter  Numbskull,  collector  and  composer  of 

1  FennsylT&nk  Evening  Poet,  April  34» 
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lies  for  their  Excellencies  at  New  York.  N.  B. — A  good  hand 
will  receive  the  honor  of  knighthood.1 

A  correspondent  in  England  says  : — An  American  priva- 
teer was  some  time  since  taken  by  one  of  our  frigates.  She  car- 
ried the  continental  colors,  which  are  thirteen  red  and  white 
stripes  ;  but  it  was  observed  that  this  privateer  had  but  twelve 
stripes  in  his  colors.  On  being  asked  the  reason,  he  answered 
that  since  we  had  taken  the  province  of  New  York,  the  Con- 
gress had  a  province  less  ;  and  that  whenever  they  lost  any  of 
the  provinces,  it  was  their  orders  to  cut  away  one  of  the  stripes 
from  their  colors,  so  that  there  should  be  no  more  stripes  than 
provinces. 

A  gentleman,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  America,  has  brought 
to  Whitehaven,  a  Boston  almanac  for  the  year,  in  which  the 
days  of  his  Majesty's  birth,  accession,  &c.,  are  not  marked  as 
usual,  but  the  particular  days  relative  to  Oliver  Cromwell  in- 
stead of  them.  The  year  is  denoted  by  the  u  first  of  American 
Independence,  which  began  July  4,  1776." " 

April  30.— Last  Friday,  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  twenty- 
six  sail  of  British  ships  appeared  off  Rorwalk  Islands,  stand- 
ing in  for  Cedar  Point,  where  they  anchored  at  AtUek  on 
four  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  soon  began  landing  troops.  D»nbury' Conn- 
By  ten  o'clock  they  had  landed  two  brigades,  consisting  of  up- 
wards of  two  thousand  men,  and  marched  immediately  for 
Danbury,  where  they  arrived  the  next  day  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon. 

Tlie  handful  of  continental  troops  there  were  obliged  to  evac- 
uate the  town,  having  previously  secured  a  part  of  the  stores 
and  provisions.  The  British,  on  their  arrival,  began  burning 
and  destroying  the  stores,  houses,  provisions,  <fcc. 

On  their  appearance,  the  country  was  alarmed.  Early  the 
next  morning  Brigadier-General  Silliman,  with  about  five  hun- 
dred militia,  (all  that  were  collected,)  pursued  them.   At  Eead- 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  April  80. 

"  Low's  Astronomical  Diary ;  Upcott,  v.  21. 
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ing  he  was  joined  by  Major-General  Wooster,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Arnold.  The  heavy  rain  all  the  afternoon  retarded 
the  inarch  of  the  Americans  so  much  that  they  did  not  reach 
Bethel  (a  village  two  miles  from  Danbnry)  till  eleven  o'clock 
at  night,  much  fatigued,  and  their  arms  rendered  useless  by 
being  wet.  It  was  thought  prudent  to  refresli  the  men  and 
attack  the  enemy  on  their  return.  Early  the  next  morning, 
(which  proved  rainy,)  the  whole  were  in  motion.  Two  hun- 
dred men  remained  with  General  Wooster,  and  about  four 
hundred  were  detached  under  General  Arnold  and  General 
Silliman,  on  the  road  leading  to  Norwalk.  At  nine  o'clock  a. 
m.,  intelligence  was  received  that  the  British  had  taken  the 
road  leading  to  Norwalk,  of  which  General  Wooster  was  ad- 
vised, and  pursued  them.  lie  came  up  with  them  about  eleven 
o'clock,  when  a  smart  skirmishing  ensued,  in  which  General 
Wooster,  who  behaved  with  great  intrepidity,  unfortunately 
received  a  wound  by  a  musket  ball  through  the  groin,  which 
it  is  feared  will  prove  mortal.  General  Arnold,  by  a  forced 
march  across  the  country,  reached  Ridgefield  at  eleven  o'clock, 
and  having  posted  his  small  party,  (being  joined  by  about  one 
hundred  men,)  waited  the  approach  of  the  British,  who  were 
soon  discovered  advancing  in  a  column,  with  three  field-pieces 
in  front  and  three  in  rear,  and  large  flank  guards  of  near  two 
hundred  men  in  each.  At  noon  they  began  discharging  their 
artillery,  and  were  soon  within  musket  shot,  when  a  smart 
action  ensued  between  the  whole,  which  continued  about  an 
hour,  in  which  the  Americans  behaved  with  great  spirit ;  but, 
being  overpowered  by  numbers,  were  obliged  to  give  way, 
though  not  until  the  enemy  were  raising  a  small  breastwork, 
thrown  across  the  wav,  at  which  General  Arnold  had  taken 
post  with  about  two  hundred  men,  (the  rest  of  our  small  body 
were  posted  on  the  flanks,)  who  acted  with  the  greatest  spirit. 
The  general  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  when  the  enemy 
were  within  about  ten  yards  of  him,  but  luckily  received  no 
hurt ;  recovering  himself,  he  drew  his  pistol  and  shot  the  sol- 
dier who  was  advancing  with  his  fixed  bayonet.  lie  then  or- 
dered his  troops  to  retreat  through  a  shower  of  small  and 
grape  shot.    In  the  action  the  British  suffered  very  considera- 
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bly,  leaving  about  thirty  dead  and  wounded  on  the  ground, 
besides  a  number  unknown  buried.  Here  we  had  the  misfor- 
tune of  losing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gold,  one  subaltern,  and 
several  privates  killed  and  wounded.  It  was  found  impossible 
to  rally  our  troops,  and  General  Arnold  ordered  a  stand  to  be 
made  at  Saugatuek  bridge,  where  it  was  expected  the  enemy 
would  pass. 

At  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  about  five 
hundred  men  were  collected  at  Saugatuek  bridge,  including 
part  of  the  companies  of  Colonel  Lamb's  battalion  of  artillery, 
with  three  field-pieces,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Oswald,  a  field-piece  with  part  of  the  artillery  company  from 
Faii-field,  6ixty  continental  troops,  and  three  companies  of  vol- 
unteers from  New  Haven,  with  whom  Generals  Arnold  and 
Silliman  took  post  about  two  miles  above  the  bridge.  Soon 
after  the  enemy  appeared  in  sight,  their  rear  was  attacked  by 
Colonel  Iluntington,  (commanding  a  party  of  about  five  hun- 
dred men,)  who  sent  to  General  Arnold  for  instructions,  and 
for  some  officers  to  assist  him.  General  Silliman  was  ordered 
to  his  assistance.  The  enemy  finding  our  troops  advanta- 
geously posted,  made  a  halt,  and  after  some  little  time  wheeled 
off  to  the  left  and  forded  Saugatuek  River,  three  miles  above 
the  bridge.  General  Arnold  observing  this  motion,  ordered 
the  whole  to  inarch  directly  for  the  bridge,  in  order  to  attack 
them  in  the  flank,  General  Silliman  at  the  same  time  to  attack 
their  rear.  The  enemy,  by  running  full  speed,  had  passed  the 
bridge  on  Fairfield  side  with  their  main  body,  before  our  troops 
could  cross  it.  General  Silliman  finding  it  impossible  to  over- 
take them  on  their  route,  proceeded  to  the  bridge,  where  the 
whole  were  formed.  Thev  marched  in  two  columns,  with  two 
field-pieces  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the  left  of  the  enemy, 
when  a  smart  skirmishing  and  firing  of  field-pieces  ensued, 
which  continued  about  three  hours.  The  enemy  having  gained 
the  high  hill  of  Compo,  several  attempts  were  made  to  dis- 
lodge them,  but  without  effect.  Having  landed  a  number  of 
fresh  troops  to  cover  their  embarkation,  which  they  effected  a 
little  before  sunset,  they  weighed  anchor  immediately,  and 
stood  across  the  Sound  for  Huntington,  on  Long  Island.  Our 
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loss  cannot  exactly  be  ascertained,  no  return  being  made  ;  it  is 
judged  to  be  about  6ixty  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the 
killed  are  one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  captain,  four  subalterns, 
and  Doctor  David  Atwater,  of  New  Haven,  whose  death  is 
greatly  lamented  by  his  acquaintance.  Among  the  number 
wounded  arc  Colonel  John  Lamb,  (of  the  artillery,)  Arnah 
Bradley,  and  Timothy  Gorham,  volunteers  from  New  Ilaven, 
though  not  mortally. 

The  enemy's  loss  is  judged  to  be  more  than  double  our 
number,  and  about  twenty  prisoners.  They  behaved,  on  this 
occasion,  with  their  usual  barbarity,  wantonly  and  cruelly 
murdering  the  wounded  prisoners  who  fell  into  their  hands, 
and  plundering  the  inhabitants,  burning  and  destroying  every 
thing  in  their  way.1 

The  following  is  Gaine's  account  of  this  affair  : — "  In  con- 
sequence of  information  received  of  the  rebels  having  collected 
large  magazines  at  Danbury,  in  Connecticut,  a 

Oalne'a  Account         »  »  n 

detachment  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  from 
each  of  the  following  regiments,  fourth,  fifteenth,  twenty -third, 
twenty-seventh,  forty-fourth,  and  sixty-fourth,  a  subaltern's 
command  of  dragoons,  three  hundred  of  Governor  Brown's 
corps,  and  six  three-pounders,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Tryon,  and  Brigadier-Generals  Agnew  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Erskine,  proceeded  up  the  East  River,  and  on  Friday 
evening  last,  at  six  o'clock,  landed  at  Compo  Point,  near  Nor- 
walk.  The  debarkation  being  completed  about  ten,  the  troops 
got  in  motion,  and  after  a  inarch  of  twenty-five  miles,  arrived 
without  opposition  at  Danbury,  at  three  o'clock  on  Saturday 
afternoon.  The  remainder  of  that  day,  and  part  of  next  morn- 
ing, were  employed  in  destroying  the  stores,  which  were  found 
to  exceed  their  expectation.  At  nine  o'clock  they  began  their 
march  back  to  the  shipping,  and  proceeded  without  interrup- 
tion until  they  approached  Ridgefield,  where  they  found  a 
body  of  the  rebels,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Arnold,  who 
had  fortified  the  entrance  of  the  town,  which  they  carried  after 
small  opposition,  with  considerable  loss  on  the  side  of  the  reb- 

1  Connecticut  Journal,  April  80,  and  Pennsylvania  Journal,  May  14. 
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els,  the  rear  repulsing  another  body,  who  attacked  them  at  the 
same  time,  under  Mr.  Wooster.  The  troops  continued  their 
march  next  morning  at  four  o'clock,  the  rebels  firing  on  their 
flanks  and  rear,  but  from  such  a  distance  as  to  do  them  but 
little  injury.  About  half  a  mile  from  the  ships  where  the 
troops  halted,  part  of  the  rebel  army,  which  consisted  of  at 
least  four  thousand,  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  from  behind  stone 
walls,  whilst  two  columns  made  a  show  of  attacking ;  but  part 
of  the  detachment  charged  them  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  put 
them  to  a  total  rout,  with  considerable  slaughter.  The  troops, 
after  remaining  some  time  upon  the  ground,  embarked  with 
the  greatest  regularity  and  order,  without  further  interruption 
from  the  rebels,  who  never  showed  themselves  more. 

"The  spirit  and  firmness  shown  by  the  troops  on  this  occa- 
sion, does  them  infinite  honor. 

"The  loss  sustained  was  fourteen  men  killed,  ten  officers  and 
eighty  men  wounded,  most  of  them  slightly."  1 

We  are  here  presented  with  an  account  of  the  Danbury 
expedition  from  two  different  sides  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that 
the  English  paid  dear  for  their  entertainment  in  Connecticut ; 
but  if  we  may  judge  of  Mr.  Gaine's  modesty  in  telling  a 
Btory  from  the  account  he  gave  of  the  action  at  Princeton  in 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  May  14.  The  following  account  was  sent  by  another 
hand : — 

Governor  Tryon,  whose  bloodthirsty,  thievish  disposition,  and  beggarly  cir- 
cumstances, impel  him  to  rob  and  plunder  for  subsistence,  having  collected  a 
gang  of  thieves  and  starved  wretches  from  among  the  British  troops  and  Tories, 
came  over  from  Long  Island  on  the  26th  ultimo,  and  landed  at  Compo,  between 
Norwalk  and  Fairfield ;  from  thence  they  beat  through  the  woods  to  Danbury, 
where  they  found  a  quantity  of  provisions,  some  of  which  they  eat,  and  some  they 
destroyed,  and  some  they  attempted  to  carry  off ;  but  a  number  of  people  collect- 
ing, alarmed  their  guilty  fears,  and  caused  them  to  flee  back  with  precipitation, 
through  thick  and  thin,  wet  and  dry,  rough  and  smooth,  leaving  bag  and  bag- 
gage, about  fifty  killed  and  forty  taken  prisoners,  eighteen  or  twenty  of  whom  are 
now  in  jail  in  New  Haven.  Thus  ended  the  glorious  expedition  of  the  freebooter 
Trvon.  The  poor  rogue  found  such  good  picking  while  Governor  of  New  York, 
that  his  head  aches  beyond  conception  to  get  possession  of  that  government 
again ;  but  he  must  gnaw  his  trencher  a  great  while  before  that  time  arrives. 
We  expect  another  visit  from  these  hungry  bellies  in  a  short  time,  and  it  may  be 
proper  enough  to  keep  a  good  look  out.— From,  a  Connecticut  Faper.  See  New 
York  GautU,  May  19. 
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January  last,  where  he  says  (speaking  of  the  British  troops) 
"  that  they  had  ten  killed,  and  a  few  wounded  ;  "  when  it  is 
an  uncontroverted  fact,  that  we  buried  one  hundred  and  four 
regulars  who  were  killed  outright,  and  left  fifty  wounded  at 
Princeton,  besides  above  two  hundred  taken  prisoners;  we 
have,  by  a  comparison  of  their  accounts  of  the  two  affairs,  good 
reason  to  think  they  have  paid  such  a  price  as  that  a  few 
more  of  those  bargains  would  lower  the  stock  of  Howe  <fe  Co., 
so  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  keep  close,  or  beat  a  retreat.' 

THE  EXPEDITION  TO  D ANBURY. 

A  M  royal  attack  and  feat,"  under  the  command  of  General  Tryon,  to  destroy 
the  stores  of  beef,  pork,  and  rum. 

SCENE. — NEW  YORK. 

Without  wit,  without  wisdom,  half  stupid  and  drank, 
And  rolling  along  arm  in  arm  with  his  punk, 
The  gallant  Sir  William,*  who  fights  all  by  proxy, 
Thus  spoke  to  his  soldiers,  held  up  by  his  doxy : 

"  My  boys,  I'm  a  going  to  send  you  with  Tryon, 
To  a  place  where  you'll  all  get  as  groggy  as  I  am ; 
And  the  wounded,  when  well,  shall  receive  a  full  gill, 
But  the  slain  be  allowed  just  as  much  as  they  will. 
By  a  Tory  from  Danbury  I've  just  been  informed, 
That  there's  nobody  there,  *o  the  place  thall  be  rtorm'd" 

TRYON. 

If  there's  nobody  there,  sir,  and  nobody  near  it, 
Two  thousand  will  conquer  the  whole,  never  fear  it. 

[Jon  Gallop-away,'  a  refugee  Tory,  vilh  teveral  other*.] 

JOK. 

Good  soldiers,  go  fight,  that  we  all  may  get  rich. 

SOLDIERS. 

Go  get  you  a  halter.       •       *       •  • 
Get  out,  and  go  live  in  the  woods  upon  nuts, 

Or  I'll  give  you  my  bayonet  plump  in  your  

D'ye  think  you  contemptible  thief-looking  crew, 
That  we  fight  to  get  beef  for  such  rascals  as  you  ? 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  May  14. 

1  General  Sir  William  Howe,  whoso  irregularities  are  now  pretty  well  known. 
»  See  page  369,  ante. 
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TBTOJI. 

Come  on,  my  brave  boys,  now  as  bold  as  a  lion, 
And  march  for  the  honor  of  General  Tryon ; 
My  lads,  there's  no  danger,  for  this  you  may  know, 
That  I'd  let  it  alone  if  I  thought  it  was  so. 

SCENE.— CONNECTICUT.   TROOPS  LANDED. 
YRYON. 

In  cunning  and  canting,  deceit  and  disguise, 
In  cheating  a  friend,  and  inventing  of  lies, 
I  think  I'm  a  match  for  the  best  of  my  species, 
But  in  this  undertaking  I  feel  all  in  pieces; 
80  I'll  fall  in  the  rear,  for  I'd  rather  go  last; — 
Come,  march  on,  my  boy*,  let  me  see  you  all  past; 
For  his  Majesty's  service  (so  says  my  commission) 
Requires  that  I  bring  up  the  whole  expedition. 

bcenk-danbi;ry.  teoops  arrived. 

TRYON. 

Come,  halloo,  my  lads,  for  the  day  is  our  own, 
No  rebels  are  here  ;  not  a  soul  in  the  town ; 
So  fire  all  the  houses,  and  when  in  a  blaze, 
We'll  honor  the  King  with  a  shout  of  huzzas. 

[A  noise  among  the  soldiers.] 

TRYON. 

In  his  Majesty's  name,  what's  this  mutinous  jargon? 

SOLDIERS. 

We  came  to  get  drunk,  sir,  for  that  was  the  bargain ! 

IRISn  SOLDIER,  IJRVNK. 

Huzza  for  the  Congress — the  Congress  and  toddy. 

TRYON. 

You  scoundrel,  111  run  you  quite  through  the  body. 

SECOND  IRISH  80LDIKR. 

By  the  head  of  St.  Paddy, 
I  care  not  a  louse  for  King  George  nor  his  daddy. 

THIRD  IRISH  SOLDIER. 

What  plenty  is  here !    Oh  what  eating  and  drinking ! 
Who'd  stay  in  New  York,  to  be  starving  and  . 

FOURTH  IRISH  SOLDIER, 

The  rebels,  huzza !  in  a  hat  full  of  rum. 
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FIFTH  IRISH  SOLDIER. 

Come  let  us  drink  bumper*,  Jack, — out  of  a  dram. 

SCOTCH  SOLDIER. 

Laird  Bute  and  his  clan  arc  a  bundle  of  thieves. 

ENGLISH  SOLDIER. 

Lord  North  and  his  gang  arc  a  kennel  of  slaves. 

WKLSn  HOLDIKR. 

And  a  Welshman,  pravc  poys,  never  harbors  with  knaves. 

ALL. 

Then  let  us  go  over, . 
Who'd  stay  to  be  starv'd,  that  might  thus  live  in  clover  ? 

{They  Sing.] 

Let  freedom  and  love  be  the  glee  of  our  song. 
Let  America  flourish — the  Congress  grow  strong, 
And  brave  Washington  conqueror  all  the  day  long. 

[A  consultation  of  officer ».    At  a  distance,  houtet  and  ttortt  on  fire.] 

TRTON. 

I  wish  I  was  back,  for  Fm  woefully  eear'd, 
The  light  will  be  seen  and  the  noise  will  be  heard, 
And  the  rebels  will  gather  so  thick  in  our  way, 
That  whether  we  run  for  it  or  whether  we  stay, 
The  fate  of  the  whole  will  be  doubtful— and  then — 

[A  tudden  alarm  ;  an  officer  in  a  fright  gallop*  about  crying] 

To  arms,  to  arms,  to  arms, — ten  thousand  men 
Are  pouring  from  the  clouds — ten  thousand  more 
Are  got  between  the  army  and  the  shore, 
Ten  thousand  women  too. 

TRTON. 

Run,  run  ;  stop,  stop, 
Here,  help  me  on  my  horse  before  I  drop. 

[Enter  an  officer  from  Ncte  York.    To  Trton.] 

OFFICER. 

The  King  hath  promised,  sir,  you  shall  be  knighted, 

TRTON. 

The  devil  take  the  King— for  I  am  so  frighted— 

OFFICE  R. 

But,  air,  you  must  attend  to  what  Tve  said. 
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TRTOK. 

Why,  then,  the  King  must  knight  me  when  Tm  dead. 

OFFICES. 

But  I  hring  orders,  air,  which  say  "you  mu*tn— 

Aye,  mutt  or  not,  HI  hare  a  gallop  first. 

tSete  oft  with  the  whole  after  Atm.1 

SCENE.— THE  SHIPPING. 
\Troop»  on  board.    Trtom  ntrrounded  with  Surgeon.] 

TRTON. 

My  belly's  full  of  balls — I  hear  them  rattle. 

SCROKON. 

Tis  only,  sir,  the  echo  of  the  battle. 

TRTOK. 

Do  search  me  over— eee  where  His  I'm  wounded. 

SCROKON. 

You  are  not  hurt,  Bir. 

TRTON. 

Then  I  am  confounded ; 
For  as  I  stood,  not  knowing  what  to  do, 
Whether  to  fight,  to  fly,  or  to  pursue, 
A  cannon  ball,  of  two  and  thirty  pound, 
Struck  me  just  where  Sir  Peter  1  got  his  wound; 
Then  passing  on  between  ray  horse's  ears — 

SURGEON. 

Compose  yourself,  good  sir— forget  your  cares, 
You  are  not  skin— you  are  alive  and  well. 

TRTOH. 

Between  my  horse's  ears,  and  down  he  fell, 
Then  getting  up  again, 

8tJROKO!f. 

Dear  sir,  compose, 
And  try  to  get  yourself  into  a  doze ; 
The  hurt  yon've  got  is  not  so  dangerous  deep, 
But  bleeding,  shaving,  patience,  time,  and  sleep, 
With  blisters,  clysters,  physic,  air,  and  diet, 
Will  set  you  up  again,  if  you'll  be  quiet. 

*  Sir  Peter  Parker.    See  page  268,  ante. 
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TRTON. 

So  thick,  so  fast,  the  balls  and  bullets  flew, 

Some  hit  me  here,  some  there,  some  thro'  and  thro' — 

And  bo  by  thousands  did  the  rebels  muster 

Under  Generals  Arnold  and  old  Wooster, 

That  let  me,  let  me,  let  me,  let  me  but 

Get  off  alive—; farewell  Connecticut.1 

Mat  3. — Major-General  David  "Wooster  died  this  day,  of 
the  wounds  lie  received  in  the  late  affair  at  Danburv,  in  Con- 
neetieut.  lie  was  born  at  Stratford,  in  that  State, 
on  the  second  of  March,  171 O-'ll,  and  was  educated 
at  Yale  College,  where  he  graduated  in  the  year  1738.  Soon 
after  the  Spanish  war  broke  out  in  1739,  he  was  employed,  first 
as  lieutenant,  and  then  as  captain,  of  the  armed  vessels  built 
by  Connecticut  for  a  Guarda  Coasta.  After  this  he  engaged 
in  the  military  service  of  this  country,  and  was  a  captain  in 
Colonel  Burr's  regiment,  in  the  expedition  against  Louisburg 
in  1745. 

After  the  reduction  of  that  place,  he  was  sent  to  France, 
with  a  part  of  the  prisoners  taken  there,  and  from  thence  went 
to  England,  where  he  received  the  honor  of  a  captaincy  on  the 
establishment,  in  Sir  William  Pepperell's  regiment.  During 
the  peace  which  soon  followed,  he  received  his  half  pay,  and 
was  chiefly  employed  in  his  private  affairs.  When  the  war 
with  France  was  renewed  in  1755,  he  was  soon  thought  of  as 
a  gentleman  qualified  for  a  higher  sphere  of  command,  and 
served  his  country  as  colonel  and  commandant  of  a  brigade  to 
the  end  of  the  war. 

From  the  first  rise  of  the  present  controversy  with  Great 
Britain,  in  1764,  though  his  interest  as  a  half-pay  officer 
might  have  apologized  for  him,  if  he  had  observed  a  per- 
fect neutrality,  yet  so  fully  convinced  was  he  of  the  ruinous 
measures  of  the  British  court,  and  so  jealous  was  he  for  his 
country's  rights,  that  regardless  of  his  private  interest,  he  took 
an  open  and  decisive  part,  and  avowedly  espoused  the  cause 

1  "Comus,"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  May  14,  and  Pennsylvania  Evening 
Port,  May  22. 
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of  America,  and  persisted  in  that  line  of  conduct  to  the  day  of 
his  death.  As  soon  as  hostilities  were  commenced  in  the 
Lexington  battle,  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  set 
about  raising  an  army,  and  Colonel  Woostcr,  from  his  ap- 
proved abilities,  well-known  courage,  and  great  experience,  was 
appointed  to  the  chief  command.  The  same  summer  he  was 
appointed  a  brigadier-general  in  the  continental  service.  Hon- 
ored with  these  commissions,  he  first  commanded  the  troops 
sent  to  guard  New  York,  where  it  was  expected  that  part  of 
the  British  army,  which  came  over  in  1775,  would  land.  In 
the  latter  part  of  that  campaign,  he,  with  his  troops,  went  into 
Canada,  and  assisted  much  in  the  reduction  of  St.  John's,  Mont- 
real, <fcc,  and  after  General  Montgomery's  death,  had  the  chief 
command  in  that  province.  He  returned  home  in  the  summer 
of  1 776,  and  not  long  after  was  appointed  first  major-general 
of  the  militia  of  Connecticut. 

lie  had  been  out  the  whole  of  the  last  winter,  at  the  head 
of  a  body  of  men  raised  by  the  State  for  its  own  security, 
and  was  but  lately  returned,  when  on  Saturday  the  2Cth  of 
April  last,  he  received  the  news  that  the  enemy,  in  a  large 
body,  had  landed  at  Compo.  He  immediately  set  off  for  Fair- 
field, leaving  orders  for  the  militia  to  be  mustered  and  sent  for- 
ward as  fast  as  possible.  When  he  arrived  at  Fairfield,  finding 
General  Silliman  had  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  with 
the  troops  then  collected,  he  followed  on  with  all  expedition, 
and  at  Reading  overtook  General  Silliman,  with  the  small  body 
of  militia,  of  which  he  of  course  took  the  command,  and  pro- 
ceeded that  same  evening  to  the  village  of  Bethel.  Here  it  was 
determined  to  divide  the  troops,  and  part  were  sent  off  under 
Generals  Arnold  and  Silliman,  the  rest  remained  with  General 
"Wooster,  and  them  he  led  by  the  route  of  Danbury,  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy,  whom  he  overtook  on  the  Sabbath,  about  four 
o'clock,  near  Kidgefield.  Observing  a  part  of  the  enemy  who 
seemed  to  be  detached  from  the  main  body,  he  determined  to 
attack  them,  though  the  number  of  his  men  was  less  than  two 
hundred ;  he  accordingly  led  them  on  himself  with  great  spirit 
and  resolution,  ordering  them  to  follow  him.  But  being  inex- 
perienced militia,  and  the  enemy  having  several  field-pieces, 

28 
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our  men,  after  doing  considerable  execution,  were  broken  and 
gave  way.  The  general  was  rallying  them  to  renew  the  at- 
tack, when  he  received  the  fatal  wound.  A  musket  ball  from 
the  distance  of  fifty  rods,  took  him  obliquely  in  the  back, 
broke  his  back  bone,  lodged  within  him,  and  never  could  be 
found.  He  was  removed  from  the  field,  had  his  wounds 
dressed  by  Doctor  Turner,  and  was  then  conveyed  back  to 
Danbury,  where  all  possible  care  was  taken  of  him.  The  sur- 
geons were  from  the  first  sensible  of  the  danger  of  the  case, 
and  informed  the  general  of  their  apprehensions,  which  he 
heard  with  the  greatest  composure. 

The  danger  soon  became  more  apparent,  his  whole  lower 
parts  became  insensible,  and  a  mortification,  it  is  thought, 
began  very  early.  It  was  designed  to  carry  his  remains  to 
New  Haven,  to  be  interred  there,  but  that  being  found  impos- 
sible, they  will  be  interred  at  Banbury.' 

Mat  5. — Tins  day,  Earl  Percy,  the  hero  of  Lexington, 
weary  of  the  American  war,  though  covered  with  laurels,  sail- 
ed from  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island,  for  England,  in  a  ship 
mounting  fourteen  guns  only.  The  command  devolves  on 
General  Prescott. 

A  person  belonging  to  the  nest  of  pirates  at  Providence 
presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  Peter  Parker,  at  Newport. 
Should  Sir  Peter  attempt  an  expedition  up  the  bay,  he  might 
possibly  find  that  a  nest  of  pirates  would  prove  as  fatal  to  his 
breeches  as  the  nest  of  hornets  on  Sullivan's  Island,  which  Sir 
Peter  so  very  imprudently  disturbed.' 

It  is  now  thought,  says  a  writer  in  London,  that  General 
"Washington  will  hold  the  two  posts  of  Protector  and  General, 
in  imitation  of  the  redoubtable  hero  of  republicanism,  Oliver 
Cromwell,  who  was,  many  years  after  he  was  raised  to  the 
Protectoral  chair,  his  own  generalissimo.  And  the  former 
will  doubtless  regard  the  orders  of  Congress,  as  Oliver  did  those 
of  the  Rump  Parliament. — The  writer  of  this  artich  is  cer- 

1  Connecticut  Journal,  May  14.  See  page  258,  ante. 
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tainly  entirely  ignorant  of  tJie  characters  of  General  Washing- 
ton and  Oliver  Cromwell.1 

May  6. — We  have  often  had  occasion  to  observe,  that 
lying  and  misrepresentation,  to  the  greatest  extent,  is  a  neces- 
sary part  of  the  ministerial  plan  of  operation  8trlcturM  on 
against  us.    They  have  given  us  a  thousand  proofs    TOTjr  Vrtm*- 
of  this,  and  continue  to  give  new  ones  every  day,  to  the  utter 
disregard  of  truth  or  justice,  sincerity,  honor  or  honesty. 

The  original  design  of  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  in  their 
contest  with  America,  was  so  base  and  treacherous,  and  so 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  the  English  Consti- 
tution, that  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  every  arti- 
fice, in  order  to  deceive  the  people  of  England,  and  even  their 
own  emissaries  who  were  not  yet  so  abandoned  and  hardened 
in  villany,  as  heartily  to  co-operate  in  the  destruction  of  the 
English  Constitution,  which  had  so  long  been  the  boast  and 
glory  of  the  nation,  had  raised  it  to  its  highest  degree  of  opu- 
lence and  splendor,  and  had  been  the  distinguishing  character- 
istic of  England  from  every  other  nation.  In  speculation,  one 
would  have  thought  it  impossible  to  persuade  Englishmen,  or 
any  of  those  who  were  real  friends  to  them,  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  the  destruction  of  that  revered  Constitution,  which 
it  had  been  the  work  of  ages  to  form  and  establish ;  a  Consti- 
tution which  secured  the  freedom  and  property  of  the  people, 
gave  the  King  as  much  power  as  any  wise  man  could  wish  to 
have,  or  as  any  wise  people  could,  with  safety  to  themselves, 
possibly  trust  in  the  hands  of  their  supreme  magistrate.  He 
had  an  almost  unlimited  power  to  do  good,  and  was  only  re- 
strained from  doing  evil,  and  becoming  a  tyrant  in  stead  of  a 
father  to  his  people.  But  a  wicked  and  abandoned  court 
and  ministry  were  not  content  with  this.  They  had  broke 
through  every  moral  and  religious  restraint,  and  run  into 
boundless  extravagance  and  expense,  which  no  honest  income 
was  sufficient  to  support ;  and  in  defrauding  the  public,  by 
betraying  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  converting  the  na- 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  May  27  and  June  10. 
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tional  revenues  to  their  own  use,  they  knew  they  were  liable 
to  be  called  to  a  severe  account  and  punishment,  and  could 
not  be  screened  even  by  the  King  himself,  under  a  Constitu- 
tion, where  the  law  was  above  him,  and  bound  him  as  well  as 
his  subjects.  They  knew  that  under  a  government  where  the 
King  is  arbitrary  and  makes  his  will  the  supreme  law,  they 
could,  by  keeping  in  his  favor,  effectually  secure  themselves 
from  being  called  to  account  for  the  most  atrocious  and  trea- 
sonable breaches  of  trust  they  could  possibly  be  guilty  of ; 
they  therefore,  with  much  application  and  artful  contrivance, 
formed  a  deep-laid  design  to  destroy  the  Constitution,  by 
making  the  King  absolute,  and  the  people  slaves. 

To  execute  this  design,  they  found  means  to  draw  in  a  for- 
midable combination,  partly  of  men  in  similar  circumstances 
with  themselves,  and  the  rest,  such  as  had  a  greater  relish  for 
the  advantages  they  might  expect  under  a  despotic  prince, 
than  in  a  government  where  every  member,  from  the  highest 
to  the  loM'cst,  was  under  the  restraint  of  law.  It  was  no  dif- 
ficult matter  to  seduce  the  King  himself  to  enter  into  this  com- 
bination, and  promote  the  design  with  all  his  power  and  influ- 
ence. He  was  not  of  a  disposition  to  resist  so  strong  a  temp- 
tation as  appeared  in  the  offer  of  unlimited  power ;  and  as 
little  doubtful  of  his  qualifications  to  exercise  it  with  propriety 
as  Phceton  was  of  his  ability  to  drive  the  chariot  of  the  Sun. 
Such  were  the  motives  of  the  King  and  his  ministry  for  their 
conduct  respecting  America.  But  it  was  necessary  to  deceive 
the  people,  and  pretend  other  motives  for  this  conduct,  in  or- 
der to  conceal  these.  To  this  end,  the  expedient  of  lying  and 
deception  was  adopted,  and  has  been  continually  appropriated 
by  the  ministry  and  all  their  emissaries,  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  to  serve  their  purposes  upon  all  occasions. 

Whenever  we  have  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  any  ac- 
counts they  have  published,  either  from  England  or  America, 
we  have  found  them  either  absolutely  false,  or  grossly  misrep- 
resented ;  we  have,  therefore,  reason  to  suppose  they  have  had 
the  same  disregard  to  truth  in  those  accounts  we  have  not  had 
the  means  of  examining,  as  we  have  found  in  others. 

The  following  paragraphs,  lately  published,  are  illustrations 
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of  these  observations : — "  The  New  Yorkers,  we  are  informed, 
are  exasperated  to  the  highest  degree  against  the  Congress,  and 
the  army  acting  under  their  orders;  and  declare,  t/iut  when 
they  act  against  the  rebels,  they  will  neither  give  nor  receive 
quarter." 

Who  are  the  persons  hero  styled  New  Yorkers  ?  The  city 
of  New  York,  that  rueful  scene  of  ruin,  violence,  and  distress, 
is  inhabited  at  present  by  a  few  sorts  of  people,  viz. : 

1.  A  crew  of  bloody  murderers  and  base  robbers,  sent  by  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  to  enslave  the  Americans,  and  plunder 
them  of  their  property. 

2.  A  still  more  infamous  and  execrable  herd  of  Tory  natives 
and  former  inhabitants  of  New  York,  who,  with  unparalleled 
folly  and  villany,  have  joined  the  foreign  enemies  of  their 
country  in  promoting  its  destruction,  in  entailing  upon  it  and 
even  their  own  posterity,  endless  slavery  and  subjection  to  a 
tyrant's  will.  And  all  this  for  the  despicable  consideration  of 
a  little  present  emolument,  or  perhaps  only  the  delusive  hopes 
even  of  that ;  or  from  the  basest  cowardice,  which,  to  shun  a 
lesser  evil,  has  plunged  them,  loaded  with  guilt,  into  a  greater. 

3.  A  number  of  poor,  helpless,  or  indigent  people,  who, 
tinable  to  remove,  or  having  nothing  to  lose,  have  remained  in 
New  York,  and  been  forced  to  submit  to  every  imposition  of 
an  insolent,  tyrannical  enemy. 

4.  A  number  of  honest,  worthy  men,  who  have  unfor- 
tunately fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,  and  because  they  had 
acted  as  friends  to  their  country,  as  they  were  in  duty  bound 
to  do,  have  not  only  been  detained  as  prisoners,  but  treated 
with  every  kind  of  insult,  cruelty,  and  inhumanity.  These 
four  sorts  make  up  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
York. 

As  to  the  two  first,  we  have  no  doubt  of  their  rancor, 
malice,  and  cruelty ;  they  have  repeatedly  given  unquestion- 
able proofs  of  it,  and  they  never  had,  or  ever  will  have,  a  dis- 
position to  give  quarter  to  any  honest  man  that  has  had  the 
misfortune  to  fall  into  their  hands,  or  even  to  treat  him  with 
humanity.  And  it  is  not  improbable,  that  at  a  time  when 
they  thought  to  carry  all  before  them — that  all  was  quite  over 
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with  ns,  that  we  were  entirely  in  their  power  and  should  be 
obliged  to  ask  for  quarter,  which  they  were  determined  to  re- 
fuse, they  might  have  made  such  a  declaration,  that  they 
would  neither  give  nor  receive  quarter,  in  order  to  give  a 
color  of  reason  and  equity  to  their  barbarous  treatment  of  our 
people.  At  this  time  they  did  not  imagine  they  should  ever 
be  in  our  power,  and  have  occasion  to  ask  that  quarter  for 
themselves  which  they  refused  to  us.  But  the  tables  being 
turned  since  they  made  that  declaration,  we  may  be  assured 
their  humor  of  refusing  quarter  has  subsided,  and  they  would 
receive  it  now  with  as  much  humility  as  they  possessed  of 
haughtiness  and  cruelty  when  they  refused  it  to  us.  But  their 
behavior  having  left  them  no  room  to  hope  for  it,  there  re- 
mains only  to  them  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  ret- 
ribution. Meanwhile  their  number  is  become  so  small,  their 
strength  so  weak,  their  distress  and  anxiety  so  great,  that  their 
very  existence  seems  to  have  become  a  curse,  and  those  they 
have  most  injured  can  hardly  wish  them  to  be  more  miserable 
than  they  really  are. 

"  By  a  letter  received  from  Rhode  Island,  we  have  advice 
that  ati  engagement  lately  happened  near  that  place  between 
seven  privateers,  fitted  out  by  the  colonists,  and  four  King's 
frigates,  when,  after  a  waj'm  contest,  one  of  the  privateers  was 
sunk,  and  the  others  were  beat  off." 

This  engagement  of  the  vessels  we  do  not  remember  to 
have  heard  of,  and  believe  it  to  be  no  more  than  a  fiction,  in- 
vented to  make  their  principals  think  they  were  still  going  on 
with  mischief,  and  had  done  more  than  it  has  been  in  their 
power  to  do ;  though  we  must  do  them  the  justice  to  own, 
they  do  as  much  as  they  can. 

"  We  hear  that  government  has  received  advices  by  the  way 
of  Holland,  from  New  York,  which  give  an  account  of  some 
f  urther  advantages  gained  over  the  rebels,  and  that  several  de- 
spatches had  passed  between  Lord  and  Sir  William  Howe  and 
the  ruling  powers  of  the  Congress,  but  that  nothing  decisive 
had  been  resolved  on  when  these  advices  came  away." 

This,  of  their  negotiation  with  the  Congress,  &c,  is  a  lie 
throughout,  devised,  probably,  in  part  for  the  same  purpose  as 
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the  last  mentioned,  and  partly  to  amuse  the  opposite  party  in 
England,  to  whom  the  ministry  pretended  that  Sir  William 
and  Lord  Howe  were  sent  out  principally  with  a  view  to  ac- 
commodate differences,  and  effect  a  reconciliation  between  Great 
Britain  and  America ;  though  the  full  powers  of  these  famous 
commissioners  extended  no  farther  than  to  the  grant  of  par- 
dons, if  they  thought  proper,  to  such  of  the  Americans  as 
should  consent  to  unconditional  submission  to  the  authority  of 
the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  be  bound 
by  laws  of  their  making,  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

"  We  hear  that  of  the  thirty  nurses  that  lately  took  care  of 
the  sick  in  the  Philadelphia  hospital,  no  less  than  twenty- 
seven  of  them  died  in  one  week." 

The  death  of  twenty-seven  of  the  thirty  nurses  in  the  Phil- 
adelphia hospital,  is  probably  a  wilful  mistake.  That  it  is  not 
true  is  certain.  If  the  account  had  been,  that  of  thirty  sick 
persons  who  had  been  prisoners  at  New  York,  twenty-seven 
had  died  under  the  care  of  the  nurses  in  the  Philadelphia  hos- 
pital, we  might  have  believed  the  relation  to  be  true  ;  because 
it  is  well  known  that  those  poor  prisoners  were  generally 
starved  to  death,  or  from  want  of  food  and  through  barbar- 
ous usage  in  many  respects,  died  in  nearly  the  above  proportion, 
after  they  were  released  in  exchange  for  prisoners  in  our  hands, 
who  were  well  kept,  and  returned  in  health  and  good  order. 

There  are  many  other  articles  in  the  English  papers,  and 
from  them  republished  in  American  papers,  that  ought  not  to 
appear  in  any  of  our  papers  without  proper  notes  to  guard  the 
unwary  reader  from  deception  and  false  impressions.1 

Mat  8. — A  correspondent  has  offered  the  following  query 
and  remarks  to  General  Howe : — "  If  with  thirty  thousand 
men  you  conquered  two  towns  and  one  village  in  A  QUertJon  fop 
one  year,  how  many  years  will  it  be  before  you  °*nerml  Howtu 
will  be  able  to  conquer  and  occupy  all  the  towns  and  villages 
on  the  continent  of  America  ? " 

It  is  incumbent  upon  your  excellency  to  answer  this  ques- 

1  M0.,n  In  the  New  York  Journal,  September  15. 
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tion  immediately,  in  order  that  the  few  recruits  whom  you 
have  enlisted  by  your  late  proclamation,  in  which  you  have 
offered  them  the  forfeited  property  of  the  Whigs,  may  know 
exactly  how  many  hundred  years  they  must  wait  before  you 
eject  the  Whigs,  and  give  them  the  peaceable  possession  of 
their  estates. 

Oh,  fie,  Sir  William ;  fie,  for  shame !  Such  proclama- 
tions become  a  general  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  and  victori- 
ous army,  and  a  whole  country  almost  prostrate  at  his  feet,  and 
not  the  poor,  contemptible  chief  of  a  vanquished,  blockaded, 
half-starved,  half-naked,  half-rotten,  half-paid,  mongrel  ban- 
ditti, composed  of  the  sweepings  of  the  jails  of  Britain,  Ire- 
land, Germany,  and  America.  Oh,  fie ;  Sir  William !  Blush, 
blush  for  your  proclamation ! 

Carlcton,  Burgoyne,  Howe, 
Bow  Wow  Wow  1 1 

Some  days  ago  a  villain  was  taken  up  at  Peekskill,  in  New 
York,  in  whose  custody  were  found  eighty-eight  counterfeit 
Connecticut  forty  shilling  bills,-  and  one  of  thirty 
dollars,  Continental  currency,  badly  done,  being 
paler  and  fainter  impressed  than  the  true  ones.  Those  of  Con- 
necticut are  done  on  copper-plate,  and  not  easily  to  be  distin- 
guished from  the  true  ones,  but  from  that  circumstance ;  the 
true  ones  being  done  off  at  the  common  printing  press.  An- 
other of  these  adventurers,  with  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
pounds  of  counterfeit  money  about  him,  is  secured  at  Peeks- 
kill. 

It  seems  they  are  tempted  to  follow  this  desperate  employ- 
ment by  the  terms  offered  in  the  following  advertisement 
taken  from  H.  Gained  Gazetto  of  the  14th  of  April  kst, 
viz. : 

"  Persons  going  into  the  other  colonies  may  be  supplied 
with  any  number  of  counterfeited  Congress  notes  for  the  price  of 
the  paper  per  ream.  They  are  so  nearly  and  exactly  executed 
that  there  is  no  risk  in  getting  them  off,  it  being  almost  impos- 

1  «  A  Tar,n  in  the  Peonaylyania  Evening  Toet,  May  8. 
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siblo  to  discover  that  they  are  not  genuine.  This  has  been 
proved  by  bills  to  a  very  large  amount,  which  have  been  suc- 
cessfully circulated.  Inquire  for  Q.  E.  D.,  at  the  coffee  house, 
from  eleven  p.  m.,  to  four  a.  m.,  during  the  present  month."  1 

May  12. — The  rebels  have  industriously  reported,  and  even 
hud  the  assurance  to  publish  in  some  of  their  newspapers,  that 
the  Kings  troops  employed  in  destroying  the  TheI)Bl)bury 
magazine  at  Danbury,  "  behaved  with  great  bar- 
barity,  wantonly  and  cruelly  murdering  the  wounded  prison- 
ers who  fell  into  their  hands,  and  plundering  the  inhabitants, 
burning  and  destroying  every  thing  in  their  way."  That  this 
is  a  most  audacious  falsehood,  fabricated  to  delude  the  weak 
and  credulous  into  a  state  of  desperation,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  from  Norwalk  to  Danbury  can,  if  they  dnre,  suf. 
ficiently  testify.  The  country  people  know  that  not  the  least 
plunder  was  committed  either  upon  their  goods  or  cattle,  even 
where  the  houses  were  abandoned ;  that  the  soldiers  paid  for 
every  article  they  wanted  ;  and  that  neither  man,  woman,  nor 
child  received  the  least  injury  or  molestation  from  the  army, 
except  the  rebels  who  attacked  them,  or  were  found  in  arms. 
They  accomplished  the  object  for  which  they  entered  the  coun- 
try, and  then  returned,  in  the  utmost  order,  to  the  place  of 
•embarkation. 

For  the  same  inflammatory  purpose,  the  following  article, 
taken  from  the  Connecticut  Journal  of  the  thirtieth  of  April, 
was  evidently  composed :  "  A  member  of  Congress,  in  a  let- 
ter dated  April  fifteenth,  1777,  writes  to  his  friend  in  this 
town,  (New  Haven,)  that  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  England 
to  the  commissioners,  (Doctor  Franklin,  &c,  in  France,)  men- 
tions, that  the  British  ministry  intends  totally  to  destroy  the 
New  England  States,  and  make  slaves  of  the  southern."  So 
we  see  what  we  poor  people  of  New  England  have  to  depend 
on.  A  certain  old  gentleman  would  be  puzzled  to  exceed  this 
story  in  impudence  or  falsehood.  The  author  at  least  must 
have  had  his  full  inspiration  to  invent  it.1 


*  PannaykanJa  Evening  Poat,  May  It. 


•  Gaine's  Meroury,  May  12- 
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May  24. — Yesterday,  General  Parsons  having  received 
information  that  the  British  had  collected,  and  were  collecting 
Attack  on  s>g  l&rge  quantities  of  forage  at  Sag  Harbor,  on  Long 
Harbor.  Island,  together  with  about  two  hundred  of  the 
continental  troops  who  had  previously  rendezvoused  at  Sach- 
em's Head,  in  Guilford,  embarked  on  board  a  number  of  whale 
boats,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meigs,  to  destroy  it. 
At  about  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  arrived  at  the  beach, 
on  the  side  of  Plumgut,  and  transported  their  boats  about 
fifty  rods  over  the  beach,  when  they  again  embarked,  and 
landed  several  miles  from  Sag  Harbor,  where  (after  leaving  a 
suitable  guard  to  protect  the  boats)  they  marched  with  such 
secresy  as  not  to  be  discovered  till  within  a  few  rods  of  the 
sentry.  They  soon  set  about  destroying  the  forage,  &c.  As 
the  enemy  stationed  there  were  entirely  off  their  guard,  the 
troops  met  with  little  opposition.  An  armed  schooner  of 
twelve  guns,  which  lay  not  far  from  the  shore,  kept  an  inces- 
sant fire  on  them,  but  happily  did  them  no  damage.  The 
Americans  returned  the  fire  with  their  small  arms,  but  whether 
with  effect  is  not  known ;  five  or  six  of  the  enemy  on  shore 
were  destroyed,  and  three  or  four  made  their  escape ;  the  oth- 
ers were  made  prisoners.  The  Americans  then  set  fire  to  the 
hay,  (about  one  hundred  ton6,)  which  was  on  board  transports, 
and  on  the  wharves,  and  entirely  destroyed  it,  with  ten  trans- 
port vessels,  mostly  sloops  and  schooners,  and  one  armed  vessel 
of  six  or  eight  guns,  two  or  three  hogsheads  of  rum,  <fec.  They 
then  returned  to  Guilford,  having  performed  their  expedition 
in  twenty-four  hours.* 

A  late  letter  from  England  says : — "  Mr.  Rigby  has  pro- 
posed in  the  cabinet  a  scheme  for  adjusting  all  disputes  with 
America.    His  plan  is  to  decide  the  quarrel  after 


the  Roman  fashion,  by  single  combat.  Mr.  Rigby 
offers  himself  as  the  champion  of  England  ;  he  will  box  "Wash- 

•  Connecticut  Journal ;  see  Barber's  Connecticut,  217.— Return  of  Pritonen 
taken  at  Sag  Harbor : — 1  captain,  2  commissaries,  3  sergeants,  53  rank  and  file, 
10  masters  of  transports,  27  seamen ;  in  the  whole,  90.  The  Americans  brought 
off  fiftv  muskets.  One  of  the  commissaries  above  mentioned,  is  Mr.  Joseph  Chew, 
formerly  of  New  London,  in  Connecticut. 
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ington,  Lee,  or  Putnam.  This  is  at  least  as  good  a  mode  of  re- 
conciliation as  that  projected  by  the  Howes.1 

May  29. — General  G  y,  from  Amboy,  to-day,  says  the 

rebels  in  Philadelphia  are  very  unsettled  in  their  minds,  and 
are  mostly  friendly  to  government,  although  their    Ad  A,,vl90ry 
situation  prevents  their  acting  so.   In  the  evening  «*«»»«•»»• 
before  the  meeting  at  the  State  house  on  the  tenth  instant,  a 

gentleman  who  reached  Amboy  a  short  time  before  G  y 

left,  passing  the  hour  at  Mrs.  D  's,  where  a  cheerful  party 

of  out-of-door-rebels  had  met,  amused  himself  in  preparing  the 
following  advisory  petition  to  the  Congress,  which  was  highly 
applauded,  and  forthwith  voted  to  be  sent  to  old  Thomson  : 1 

LOW  AND  LOUSY  BEGGARS,  REBEL  TAILORS,  LAWYERS,  PIMPS,  PAR- 
SONS, and  gobblers  \ — Since  by  your  machinations  you  have  led 
ns  into  difficulty  with  our  just  and  gracious  King  George  the 
Third,  and  now  have  left  us  at  the  mercy  of  a  worse  than  lord 
protector,  we  humbly  veouw  we  will  see  you  all  to  the  devil  be- 
fore we'll  continue  our  allegiance  to  yon  or  your  pious  Connec- 
ticutian  tricks,  either  by  love,  labor,  or  lying;  for  which  last  we 
are  in  constant  expectation  of  a  judgment.  And  we  further 
advise  and  declare,  that  if  you  don't  M  disband,  and  at  once  re- 
turn to  the  peaceful  employments "  discerning  nature  hath 
pointed  out  for  you,  (you,  "VV.,  to  your  ink  and  horn  book  ; 
you,  A.,  to  your  cheating ;  you,  II.,  to  your  goose,  and  you, 
D.,  to  your  wax,)  you  must  expect  to  receive  unseasonable 
things  at  unseasonable  hours. 

"We  have  been  misled  by  the  knaves  among  you,  bewrayed 
by  the  dirtiest  of  you,  and  soporated  by  the  stupidity  of  all 
of  you,  until  we  know  not  where  to  go,  are  unclean,  and 
are  become  mere  tools  in  your  hands,  and  without  the  least 
spark  of  the  ancient  freedom  of  Britons.  Therefore,  beware ! 
Get  home  !  Get  out  of  debt,  and  make  your  wives  happy,  and 
leave  the  affairs  of  kingdoms  to  those  your  God  has  placed 
over  you.' 

William  Stone,  a  traitor  and  spy,  who  was  convicted  of 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  May  15.  1  The  Secretory  of  Congress. 

"  Smythe's  Journal,  61. 
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having  a  commission  from  General  Howe,  and  endeavoring  to 
enlist  men  to  serve  in  the  ministerial  army,  was  executed  at 
Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  pursuant  to  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial.1 


June  2. — This  day,  came  on  the  trial  of  Mather  Byles,  late 
minister  of  the  gospel  in  Boston,  charged  witli  being  an 
enemy  to  the  United  States ;  when,  after  a  fair 

Mather  Byles.  J       .  .  .  . 

and  candid  examination  of  evidences,  the  jury  re- 
turned their  verdict,  that  he,  Mather  Byles,  is  and  has  been 
since  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  inimically  disposed 
towards  Massachusetts  and  the  other  United  States,  and  that 
liis  residence  in  the  State  is  dangerous  to  the  public  peace  and 
safety.  He  was  then  delivered  into  the  custody  of  a  proper 
officer,  who  conducted  him  to  the  Honorable  the  Board  of 
War,  there  to  be  dealt  with  agreeable  to  a  late  act  for  such 
persons  made  and  provided.1 

The  American  republicans,  like  the  rebels  of  all  ages,  from 
their  justice,  peacdwing,  and  mercy,  pretend  to  have  the  espe- 

Winhtnstnn    c*a^  favor8  °f  God,  and  none  °f tne  devil's,  on  their 
forbid  Gaming,  gjj^  an(j  for    j8  reason  we  rarely  see  a  proclama- 
tion from  the  rebel  camp,  without  a  pious  sentence  bringing 

1  Penn«ylvania  Evening  Post,  June  10. 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  June  17.  Mather  Byles,  D.  D.,  was  born  hi 
Boston  on  the  26th  March,  1706.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard  College,  from 
which  institution  he  graduated  in  1725.  He  became  a  distinguished  minister  and 
loyalist,  and  for  his  political  principles  was  separated  from  his  people,  to  whom  he 
wan  never  afterward  united.  In  1776  he  was  denounced  in  town  meeting  as 
inimical  to  his  country,  and  obliged  to  enter  into  bonds  for  his  appearance  at  a 
special  court,  at  which  be  was  found  guilty,  as  appears  from  the  above.  When 
brought  before  the  board  of  war,  by  whom  he  was  respectfully  treated,  his  sen- 
tence seems  to  have  been  altered ;  and  it  was  directed  that  he  should  be  confined 
to  his  own  house  and  there  guarded.  After  a  few  weeks  the  guard  was  removed ; 
a  Bhort  time  after,  a  guard  was  again  placed  over  him,  and  again  dismissed.  Upon 
this  occasion  he  observed,  that  "fewi  guarded,  regarded,  and  disregarded'  The 
substance  of  the  charges  made  against  him  was,  that  he  continued  in  Boston  with 
his  family  during  the  siege ;  that  he  prayed  for  the  King  and  the  safety  of  tho 
town,  nis  literary  merit  introduced  him  to  the  acquaintance  of  many  men  of 
genius  in  England.  The  names  of  Pope,  Lansdowne,  and  Watts  are  found  among 
bis  correspondents.    He  died  July  6,  1768.— Curwn. 
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up  the  rear.  The  lato  orders  given  by  the  head  rebel  at 
Morristown,  in  the  Jerseys,  a  eopy  of  which  is  printed  in  all 
the  rebel  prints,  is  a  greater  illustration  of  this  Yankee  piety 
than  any  yet  come  out.  In  it  Mr.  "Washington  forbids  card 
playing  under  the  penalty  of  a  court-martial,  ostensibly  for 
the  reason  that  it  is  wicked  and  brings  a  disgrace  on  the 
officers,  but  in  reality  to  enlist  the  parsons  and  other  old 
women  stronger  in  the  cause  of  rebellion. 

Old  De  Ileister  used  to  say,  "  Isht  dakes  de  veck  to  fool 
der  Deutsche,  isht  dakes  de  day  to  fool  de  Anglees,  isht  dakes 
der  tyfel  to  fool  de  rebel,  but  all  together  couldn't  fool  de 
Lord."  So  it  is  with  Mr.  Washington : — However  easily  he 
may  bait  old  Witherspoon,  Billy  Livingston,  Jacky  Jay,  and 
some  of  the  other  pious  ones,  who  are  hanging  on  the  rear  of 
Lis  moral  forces ;  when  the  time  comes,  he'll  find  he  can't 
u  fool  the  Lord"  with  pretended  piety  or  Presbyterian  general 
orders.' 

Juxb  3. — A  writer  in  London,  says : — A  young  fellow  named 
Dawkins,  who  was  some  time  since  tried  at  Chelmsford  assize, 
and  transported  for  stealing  cheese,  «fcc,  has,  we  hear,  just  sent 

1  Carver,  1 18.    The  following  are  the  orders  referred  to  by  this  writer  :— 

Heak-Quarters,  Morristown,  May  8,  177". 

General  Orders  : — As  few  vices  arc  attended  with  more  pernicious  conse- 
qnences  in  civil  life,  so  there  are  none  more  fatal  in  a  military  one  than  that  of 
gaming,  which  often  brings  disgrace  and  ruin  upon  officers,  and  injury  and  pun- 
ishment upon  the  soldiery.  And  report*  prevailing,  which  it  is  to  be  feared  are 
too  well  founded,  that  this  destructive  vice  has  spread  its  baneful  influence  in  the 
army,  and  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  recruiting  service,  the 
Commander-in-chief,  in  the  most  pointed  and  explicit  terms,  forbids  all  officers  and 
soldiers  playing  at  cards,  dice,  or  at  any  games,  except  those  of  exercise  or  diversion, 
it  bcinx  impossible,  if  the  practice  be  allowed  at  all,  to  discriminate  between  inno- 
cent play  for  amusement  and  criminal  gaming  for  pecuniary  and  sordid  purposes. 

The  commanding  officer  of  every  corps  Is  strictly  enjoined  to  have  this  order 
frequently  read,  and  strongly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  those  under  his  com- 
mand. 

Any  officer  or  soldier,  or  other  person  belonging  to,  or  following  the  army, 
either  in  camp,  in  quarters,  on  the  recruiting  service,  or  elsewhere,  presuming, 
under  any  pretence,  to  disobey  this  order,  shall  be  tried  by  a  court-martial,  etc. — 
Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  May  13. 
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a  letter  to  his  mother,  informing  her  the  American  Congress 
have  presented  him  with  a  captain's  commission.  lie  says 
several  other  Essex  patriots,  who  like  him  were  torn  from  their 
dearest  connections,  and  banished  for  their  firm  attachment  to 
the  cause  of  Liberty,  now  rank  high  in  the  American  army.' 

June  9.— Abraham  Patten,  a  spy  from  the  rebel  army, 
M  as  executed  at  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  last  Friday,  between 

Ab™h«  p  tten.  e^even  an(*  twe^vc  o'clock.  He  had  agreed  to 
^  give  a  grenadier  fifty  guineas  to  carry  four  letters 
to  Washington  and  Putnam ;  the  soldier  took  the  cash,  and 
carried  the  letters  to  his  Excellency  Lord  Cornwallis,  wherein 
was  proposed  on  a  certain  day  to  set  fire  to  Brunswick  in  four 
places  at  once,  blow  up  the  magazine,  and  then  set  off  a  rocket 
as  a  signal  for  the  rebels  to  attack  the  town.  At  the  gallows 
he  acknowledged  all  the  charges  brought  against  him,  and  said 
he  was  a  principal  in  setting  fire  to  New  York,  but  would 
not  accuse  any  of  his  accomplices.  The  said  Patten  formerly 
lived  in  New  York  and  has  left  a  wife  and  four  children  at 
Baltimore  in  Maryland.1 

June  13. — This  day  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  re- 
solved, that  Mr.  Parker,  Colonel  Coats,  and  Mr.  Whitchill,  be 
a  committee  to  purchase  a  coach  and  present  the  same  to  the 
Honorable  Mrs.  Washington,  the  worthy  lady  of  his  Excellen- 
cy General  Washington,  as  a  small  testimonial  of  the  sense  the 
Assembly  have  of  his  great  and  important  services  to  the 
American  States. 

June  14. — The  committee  appointed  to  purchase  a  coach 
to  bo  presented  to  the  Honorable  Mrs.  Washington,  reported, 
that  they  had  bought  a  very  elegant  one,  and,  in  the  name  of 
the  House,  had  presented  it  to  that  lady,  by  whom  it  had  been 
politely  accepted.' 

Congress  this  day  resolved  that  the  flag  of  the  United  States 

•  Pcn:isylTania  Ledger,  October  29.      *  Upcott,  t.  85.       ■  Same,  t.  87. 
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ho  thirteen  stripes,  alternate  red  and  white ;  and  that  the  union 
he  thirteen  stars  white  in  a  blue  field,  representing  a  new  con- 
stellation.' 

June  17. — A  memorial  was  lately  transmitted  from  Eng- 
land to  Sir  Joseph  York,  at  the  Hague,  to  be  presented  to  the 
States-General.  The  memorial  complains  of  the  g|r  j  h  York  rt 
conduct  of  the  States  for  permitting  the  Ameri- 
cans  to  be  supplied,  through  the  means  of  their  subjects,  with 
such  warlike  stores  as  have  been  prohibited  by  proclamation. 
Sir  Joseph  York  delivered  the  memorial  to  the  monthly  pres- 
ident of  the  assembly,  who,  after  laying  it  before  the  assembly, 
returned  to  the  ante-chamber,  in  which  Sir  Joseph  was  waiting. 
Sir  Joseph  requested  an  answer.  The  president  informed  him 
that  the  memorial  was  then  under  consideration.  Sir  Joseph 
wished  the  assembly  to  be  informed  "  that  unless  a  categorical 
answer  was  returned  to  the  memorial,  he  should  quit  the 
Hague  immediately."  The  president  delivered  this  message 
to  the  assembly,  and  soon  returned  with  the  following  retort : 
"  I  am  desired  by  the  States-General  to  acquaint  your  excel- 
lency that  there  are  not  any  gates  to  the  Hague." 

A  gentleman  just  returned  from  making  the  tour  of  France, 
says  : — "  From  Dunkirk  to  Brest,  from  thence  to  Bordeaux  to 
Bayonne,  then  through  Toulouse  to  Marseilles,  and  lastly, 
through  Lyons  and  Dijon  to  Paris,  I  met  neither  men  nor 
women,  in  high  or  low  stations,  but  were  friends  to  the  Amer- 
icans." 1 

A  correspondent  in  London  says : — When  the  Congress 
had  declared  for  Independence,  a  new  mode  of  government 
was  consequently  the  first  object  to  be  considered,  and  Adams 
had  himself  prepared  almost  a  complete  code  of  laws ;  but 
many  were  rejected,  though  with  great  caution,  and  an  expla- 
nation of  each  particular  impropriety,  from  a  dread  of  too 
much  offending  that  great  man,  who,  to  make  use  of  an  ex- 
pression in  a  letter  received  some  time  since  in  America,  was 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  Sept.  8.      9  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  June  17. 
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"  so  clever  a  fellow,  and  so  dangerous  a  v  n,  that  it  was  no 

man's  interest  to  quarrel  with  him."  1 

June  25. — Tins  day,  the  Senator's  Remembrancer,  a  curious 
performance  of  Mr.  John  Stewart,  of  London,  consisting  of 
fourteen  copper-plate  prints,  done  on  white  satin,  and  most  ele- 

Penator'a  gantty  framed  and  gilt,  presented  to  the  public  by 
Bcmembnuicer.  i^tor  Benjamin  Franklin,  were  placed  in  the 
council  chamber  at  Philadelphia.  This  performance  is  dedi- 
cated by  the  author  to  Doctor  Franklin.' 

June  30. — On  Sunday  morning,  the  22d,  the  British  left 
Brunswick,  in  Jersey,  apparently  with  an  intention  to  embark ; 

tliey  gave  out  that  they  were  going  to  Philadel- 
phia by  water,  but  their  real  design  was  to  draw 
General  Washington  from  the  mountains  above  Quibbletown, 
and  force  a  general  engagement.  Their  policy,  however,  was 
not  an  overmatch  for  our  prudence.  Light  parties  harassed 
him,  but  not  in  such  numbers  as  to  produce  any  considerable 
action.  Great  part  of  our  army,  however,  had  left  the  moun- 
tains, and  General  Lord  Stirling  was  posted  at  the  short  hills 
with  about  one  thousand  men. 

On  Thursday  morning,  General  Howe  having  reinforced 
his  army  with  all  the  marines  that  could  be  spared,  began  his 
march  towards  the  American  camp.  By  accounts  of  deserters 
and  others,  his  numbers  were  from  twelve  to  fourteen  thousand. 
He  met  with  Lord  Stirling's  party  early  in  the  morning;  a 
smart  engagement  ensued,  and  the  Americans  stood  their 
ground  manfully  for  a  considerable  time  ;  but  the  amazing  su- 
periority of  numbers  obliged  them  to  retreat ;  and,  the  enemy 
having  flanked  them,  they  lost  two  pieces  of  cannon  with  a 
number  of  men.  No  return  having  yet  been  made,  the  exact 
number  of  killed,  «fcc,  cannot  be  ascertained.  The  British  con- 
tinued near  the  place  of  engagement  that  day,  and  are  now  at 
"Westfield.  The  Americans  are  encamped  in  the  old  spot,  only 
large  bodies  are  posted  at  all  the  passes,  and  in  some  advanta- 

»  Upcott,  t.  43.  »  Pennsylvania  Evening  Poet,  June  2*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


GENERAL  HOWE  IN  NEW  JERSEY. 


449 


geouB  places  below  the  mountains.  It  is  suspected  that  the 
enemy  would  force  our  camp  if  possible;  but  to  attack  us  in 
the  mountains  is  a  thing  devoutly  to  be  wished  for  by  every 
one  that  desires  to  see  the  destruction  of  the  British  army. 

"We  must  not  omit  to  mention  a  little  affair  that  happened 
in  the  engagement.  The  fire  growing  hot,  and  our  men 
beginning  to  retreat,  a  British  officer  singly  rode  up  to  a  can- 
non that  was  playing  on  the  enemy,  and  with  his  pistols  and 
hanger  forced  every  man  from  it ;  then  seeing  Lord  Stirling, 
lie  cried,  "  Come  here,  you  damned  rebel ;  and  I  will  do  for 
you."  Lord  Stirling  answered  him  by  directing  the  fire  of  four 
marksmen  upon  him,  which  presently  silenced  the  hardy  fool 
by  killing  him  on  the  spot.1  Our  men  recovered  the  field- 
piece,  which  their  want  of  small  arms  obliged  them  to 
abandon." 

General  Howe,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  George  Germaine, 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  above : — 

Having  established  a  corps  sufficient  to  the  defence  of 
Amboy,  the  army  assembled  at  Brunswick  on  the  12th  of 
June. 

The  enemy's  principal  force  being  encamped  upon  the 
mountains  above  Quibbletown,  with  a  corps  of  two  thousand 
men  at  Princeton,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  HowrtMoT|l. 
make  a  movement  in  two  columns  from  Bruns-  menU  ,n  Jer8ey- 
wick  on  the  14th,  in  the  morning,  leaving  Brigadier-General 
Mathew  with  two  thousand  men  to  guard  that  post.  The  first 
division,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  advanced  to 
Ailsborongh,  and  the  second  to  Middle  Bush,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-General  De  Heister,  with  a  view  of  draw- 
ing on  an  action,  if  the  enemy  should  remove  from  the  moun- 
tain towards  the  Delaware ;  but  on  finding  it  to  be  their  inten- 
tion to  keep  a  position  which  it  would  not  have  been  prudent 

1  The  person  who  was  killed  in  attempting  to  take  the  cannon  in  the  affair  of 
Lord  Stirling,  was  the  Honorable  Mr.  Finch,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Winchelsea,  who 
came  out  this  spring  as  a  volunteer.  After  he  fell,  his  howc  came  over  and  was 
taken  by  our  army.  Finch  was  buried  with  great  pomp  by  General  Howe. — Pe t  n- 
iyhania  Journal,  July  16. 

•  Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  8. 
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to  attack,  I  determined  without  loss  of  time  to  pursue  the  prin- 
cipal objects  of  the  campaign,  by  withdrawing  the  army  from 
Jersey  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  tliis  determination,  returned  to 
the  camp  at  Brunswick  on  the  19th,  and  marched  from 
thence  to  Amboy  on  the  22d,  intending  to  cross  to  Staten 
Island,  from  whence  the  embarkation  was  to  take  place. 

Upon  quitting  the  camp  at  Brunswick,  the  enemy  brought 
a  few  troops  forward,  with  two  or  three  pieces  of  cannon,  winch 
they  fired  at  the  utmost  range,  without  the  least  execution,  or 
any  return  from  us;  they  also  pushed  some  battalions  into 
the  woods  to  harass  the  rear,  whore  Lord  Cornwallis  command- 
ed, who  soon  dispersed  them  with  the  loss  of  only  two  men 
killed  and  thirteen  wounded ;  the  enemy  liaving  nine  killed 
and  about  tlurty  wounded. 

The  necessary  preparations  being  finished  for  crossing  the 
troops  to  Staten  Island,  intelligence  was  received  that  the 
enemy  had  moved  down  from  the  mountain,  and  taken  post  at 
Quibbletown,  intending,  as  it  was  given  out,  to  attack  the  rear 
of  the  army  removing  from  Amboy ;  that  two  corps  had  also 
advanced  to  their  left,  one  of  three  thousand  men  and  eight 
pieces  of  cannon,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Stirling,  Gener- 
als Maxwell,  and  Conway,  the  last  said  to  be  a  captain  in  the 
French  service ;  the  other  corps  consisted  of  about  6even  hun- 
dred men,  with  only  one  piece  of  cannon. 

In  this  situation  of  the  enemy,  it  was  judged  advisable  to 
make  a  movement  that  might  lead  on  to  an  attack,  which  was 
done  on  the  26th,  in  the  morning,  in  two  columns ;  the  right, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  Major-General 
Grant,  Brigadiers  Mathew  and  Leslie,  and  Colonel  Donep,  took 
the  route  by  "Woodbridge,  towards  Scotch  Plains;  the  left 
column  where  I  was,  with  Major-Generals  Sterne,  Vaughan, 
and  Grey,  Brigadiers  Cleveland  and  Agnow,  marched  by 
Metuchin  meeting-house,  to  join  the  rear  of  the  right  column 
in  the  road  from  thence  to  Scotch  Plains,  intending  to  havo 
taken  separate  routes  about  two  miles  after  the  junction,  in 
order  to  have  attacked  the  enemy's  left  flank  at  Quibbletown. ' 
Four  battalions  were  detached  in  the  morning,  with  six  pieces 
of  cannon,  to  take  post  at  Bonam-Town. 
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The  right  column  liaving  fallen  in  with  the  aforementioned 
corps  of  seven  hundred  men,  soon  after  passing  Woodbridgc, 
gave  the  alarm,  by  the  firing  that  ensned,  to  their  main  army 
at  Quibbletown,  which  retired  to  the  mountain  with  the 
utmost  precipitation.  The  small  corps  was  closely  pished 
by  the  light  troops,  and  with  difficulty  got  off  their  piece  of 
cannon. 

Lord  CornwaHis,  soon  after  he  was  upon  the  road  leading 
to  Scotch  Plains  from  Mctuchin  meeting-house,  came  up  with 
the  corps  commanded  by  Lord  Stirling,  whom  he  found  advan- 
tageously posted  in  a  country  much  covered  with  wood,  and 
his  artillery  well  disposed,  lie  King's  troops,  vieingwith  each 
other  upon  this  occasion,  pressed  forward  to  such  close  action, 
that  the  enemy,  though  inclined  to  resist,  could  not  long 
maintain  their  ground  against  so  great  impetuosity,  but  were 
dispersed  on  all  'sides,  leaving  behind  three  pieces  of  brass 
ordnance,  three  captains  and  sixty  men  killed,  and  upwards 
of  two  hundred  officers  and  men  wounded  and  taken. 

His  lordship  had  five  men  killed,  and  thirty  wounded. 
Captain  Finch  of  the  light  company  of  the  guards  was  the  only 
officer  who  suffered,  and  to  my  great  concern,  the  wound 
he  received  proving  mortal,  he  died  on  the  20th  of  June,  at 
Amboy. 

The  troops  engaged  in  this  action  were  the  1st  light  infan- 
try, 1st  British  grenadiers,  1st,  2d,  and  3d  Ilessian  grenadiers  ; 
1st  battalion  of  guards,  Hessian  chasseurs,  and  the  Queen's 
Rangers.  I  take  the  liberty  of  particularizing  these  corps,  as 
Lord  Cornwallis,  m  his  report  to  me,  so  highly  extols  their 
merit  and  ardor  upon  this  attack.  One  piece  of  cannon  was 
taken  by  the  guards,  the  other  two  by  Colonel  Mingerode's 
battalion  of  Hessian  grenadiers. 

The  enemy  was  pursued  as  far  as  Wesrfield  with  little 
effect,  the  day  proving  so  intensely  hot  that  the  soldiers  could 
with  difficulty  continue  their  march  thither ;  in  the  mean  time 
it  gave  opportunity  for  those  flying  to  escape  by  skulking  in 
the  thick  woods  until  night  favored  their  retreat  to  the  moun- 
tains. 

The  army  lay  that  night  at  Westfield,  returned  the  next 
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day  to  Rahway,  and  the  day  following  to  Amboy.  On  the  30th, 
at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  the  troops  began  to  cross  over  to  Staten 
Island,  and  the  rear  guard,  nnder  the  command  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  passed  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  without  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  an  enemy. 

The  embarkation  of  the  troops  is  proceeding  with  the 
utmost  despatch,  and  I  6hall  have  the  honor  of  sending  your 
lordship  further  information  as  soon  as  the  troops  are  landed 
at  the  place  of  their  destination.1 

GENERAL  HOWE'S  LETTER. 

The  tubrtanee  of  Sir  W.'t  latt  letttr  from  Nev  York,  vcrrijied. 

As  to  kidnmp  the  Congress  has  long  been  my  aim, 
I  lately  reaoW'd  to  accomplish  the  tame ; 
And,  that  none,  in  the  glory,  might  want  his  due  share, 
All  the  troops  were  to  Brunswick  desir'd  to  repair. 

Deny  down,  Ac 

There  I  met  them  in  person,  and  took  the  command, 

When  I  instantly  told  them  the  job  upon  hand ; 

I  did  Dot  detain  them  with  long-winded  stuff, 

But  made  a  short  speech,  and  each  soldier  look'd  bluff. 

With  this  omen  elated,  towards  Quibbletown 

I  led  them,  concluding  the  day  was  our  own ; 

For,  till  we  went  thither,  the  coast  was  quite  clear,— 

But  Putnam  and  Washington,  d  n  them,  were  there  1 

I  own  I  was  atagger'd,  to  see  with  what  skill 
The  rogues  were  intrench'd,  on  the  brow  of  the  hill ; 
With  a  riew  to  dismay  them,  I  ahow'd  my  whole  force, 
But  they  kept  their  position,  and  car'd  not  a  curse. 

There  were  then  but  two  ways, — to  retreat  or  attack, 
And  to  me  it  seem'd  wisest,  by  far,  to  go  back; 
For  I  thought,  if  I  rashly  got  into  a  fray, 
There  might  both  be  the  Devil  and  Piper  to  pay. 

Then,  to  lose  no  more  time,  by  parading  in  Tain, 
I  dctcrmin'd  elsewhere  to  transfer  the  campaign ; 
So  just  as  we  went,  we  returnM  to  this  place, 
With  no  other  diff  'rente, — than  mending  our  pace. 

1  Upcott,  t.  5fl. 
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Where  next  we  proceed,  is  not  yet  very  clear, 
But,  when  we  get  there,  be  assur'd  you  shall  hear; 
HI  settle  that  point,  when  I  meet  with  my  brother,— 
lwhile,  we're  embarking  for  som 


Having  briefly,  my  lord,  told  you, — how  the  land  lies, 
I  hope  there's  enough — for  a  word  to  the  wise ; 
Tis  a  good  horse,  they  say,  that  never  will  stumble,— 
But,  fighting  or  flying,— I'm  your  very  humble.1 


Whereas  a  certain  William  Howe,  alias  General  Howe, 
alias  Sir  William,  alias  any  thing  or  nothing,  has  lately  gone 
off,  greatly  in  debt  to  sundry  persons  in  New  Jer-  Qtumii  How. 
sey  and  other  parts  of  the  continent,  and  has  not  ^w**- 
left  wherewithal  to  make  payment  for  the  same  ;  this  is  there- 
fore to  caution  all  persons  not  to  trust  him  on  any  account,  as 
they  will  certainly  lose  their  money.  Said  Howe  is  charged 
with  having,  in  company  with  one  Cornwallis,  not  yet  taken, 
broken  into  several  houses  in  New  Jersey,  and  stolen  and  car- 
ried off  many  valuable  effects  ;  likewise  with  being  concerned 
in  counterfeiting  the  currency  of  this  continent,  and  of  having 
starved  to  death  several  good  subjects  of  the  States,  while  he 
was  chief  jailer  at  New  York.  He  is  a  very  ill-looking  fellow, 
and  is  an  indented  servant  to  a  certain  George  Whelp,  alias 
Guelph,  alias  King  George. 

Whoever  will  secure  said  Howe  in  any  of  the  jails  of  this 
continent,  or  will  give  notice  where  he  is  to  the  American 
army,  shall  be  handsomely  rewarded. 

N.  B. — He  was  lately  seen  skulking  about  Amboy,  West- 
field,  and  Spanktown,  in  the  Jerseys,  and  has  not  since  been 
heard  of.  Should  he  attempt  to  practice  any  more  of  his  vil- 
lages, 'tis  hoped  all  persons  will  be  on  their  guard  to  appre- 
hend him.' 

1  Upcott,  v.  45.  1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  July  10. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Jcxt  L — Tite  movements  of  the  American  army  in  the 
north,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  have  been,  with 
The  Northern  one  or  two  exceptions,  but  a  series  of  disgraceful 
Amj-  defeats,  or  more  disgraceful  retreats.  Tlie  only 
satisfaction  those  who  have  been  taken  have  enjoyed,  is  the 
kind  treatment  of  General  Carleton,  who  has  lately  been  de- 
prived of  his  commission  for  his  kindness  to  rebels  ;  while  the 
reward  of  those  of  us  who  have  managed  to  escape,  has  been 
the  hardest  of  poor  fare,  and  a  continual  suffering,  the  usual 
attendant  upon  bad  generalship  and  still  worse  internal  mis- 
management. *  *  *  *  We  are  now  at  Ticonderoga,  and 
to-day  General  Burgoyne,  whose  army  has  been  hovering 
around  us  and  in  sight  for  the  few  days  past,  has 
put  forth  a  pompous  proclamation,  which  is  prob- 
ably intended  to  frighten  us  into  desertion  or  a  surrender.1  It 
is  as  follows : 

y  John  Burgoyne,  Esq.,  Lieutenant- General  of  his  Majes- 
ty's armies  in  America,  Colonel  of  the  Queen's  regiment  of 
light  dragoons,  Governor  of  Fort  William,  in  North  Brit- 
ain, one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  Parliament,  and  commanding  an  army  and 
fleet  employed  on  an  expedition  from  Canada,  <&c,  cfec,  dbc. 

The  forces  entrusted  to  my  command  are  designed  to  act 
in  concert,  and  upon  a  common  principle,  with  the  numerous 
armies  and  fleets  which  already  display  in  every  quarter  of 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Hawk  to  hia  wife,  dated  Ticonderoga,  July  1, 

1777. 
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America,  the  power,  the  justice,  and,  when  properly  sought, 
the  mercy  of  the  King. 

The  cause  in  which  the  British  arms  are  thus  exerted,  ap- 
plies to  the  most  affecting  interests  of  the  human  heart ;  and 
the  military  servants  of  the  crown,  at  first  called  forth  for  the 
sole  pnrpose  of  restoring  the  rights  of  the  constitution,  now 
combine  with  love  of  their  country,  and  duty  to  their  sover- 
eign, the  other  extensive  incitements  which  spring  from  a  due 
sense  of  the  general  privileges  of  mankind.  To  the  eyes  and 
ears  of  the  temperate  part  of  the  public,  and  to  the  breasts  of 
suffering  thousands  in  the  provinces,  be  the  melancholy  ap- 
peal, whether  the  present  unnatural  rebellion  has  not  been 
made  a  foundation  for  the  completest  system  of  tyranny  that 
ever  God,  in  his  displeasure,  suffered  for  a  time  to  be  exercised 
over  a  froward  and  stubborn  generation. 

Arbitrary  imprisonment,  confiscation  of  property,  perse- 
cution and  torture,  unprecedented  in  the  inquisitions  of  the 
Romish  church,  are  among  the  palpable  enormities  that  verify 
the  affirmative.  These  are  inflicted  by  assemblies  and  com- 
mittees, who  dare  to  profess  themselves  friends  to  liberty, 
upon  the  most  qniet  subjects,  without  distinction  of  age  or 
sex,  for  the  solo  crime,  often  for  the  sole  suspicion,  of  having 
adhered  in  principle  to  the  government  under  which  they  were 
born,  and  to  which,  by  every  tie,  divine  and  human,  they  owe 
allegiance.  To  consummate  these  shocking  proceedings,  the 
profanation  of  religion  is  added  to  the  most  profligate  prostitu- 
tion of  common  reason ;  the  consciences  of  men  are  set  at 
naught ;  and  multitudes  are  compelled  not  only  to  bear  arms, 
but  also  to  swear  subjection  to  an  usurpation  they  abhor. 

Animated  by  theso  considerations ;  at  the  head  of  troops 
in  the  full  powers  of  health,  discipline,  and  valor ;  determined 
to  strike  where  necessary,  and  anxious  to  spare  where  possible, 
I,  by  these  presents,  invite  and  exhort  all  persons,  in  all  places 
where  the  progress  of  this  army  may  point,  and  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God  I  will  extend  it  far,  to  maintain  such  a  conduct 
as  may  justify  me  in  protecting  their  lands,  habitations,  and 
families. 

The  intention  of  this  address  is  to  hold  forth  security, 
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not  depredation  to  the  country.  To  those  whom  spirit  and 
principle  may  induce  to  partake  of  the  glorious  task  of  re- 
deeming their  countrymen  from  dungeons,  and  re-establishing 
the  blessings  of  legal  government,  I  offer  encouragement  and 
employment ;  and  upon  the  first  intelligence  of  their  associa- 
tions, I  will  find  means  to  assist  their  undertakings.  The  do- 
mestic, the  industrious,  the  infirm,  and  even  the  timid  inhab- 
itants, I  am  desirous  to  protect,  provided  they  remain  quietly 
at  their  houses ;  that  they  do  not  suffer  their  cattle  to  be  re- 
moved, nor  their  corn  or  forage  to  be  secreted  or  destroyed ; 
that  they  do  not  break  up  their  bridges  or  roads ;  nor  by  any 
other  act,  directly  or  indirectly,  endeavor  to  obstruct  the  oper- 
ations of  the  King's  troops,  or  supply  or  assist  those  of  the 
enemy.  Every  species  of  provision  brought  to  my  camp,  will 
be  paid  for  at  an  equitable  rate,  and  in  solid  coin. 

In  consciousness  of  Christianity,  my  royal  master's  clem- 
ency, and  the  honor  of  soldiership,  I  have  dwelt  upon  this 
invitation,  and  wished  for  more  persuasive  terms  to  give  it  im- 
pression ;  and  let  not  people  be  led  to  disregard  it,  by  consid- 
ering their  distance  from  the  immediate  situation  of  my  camp. 
I  have  but  to  give  stretch  to  the  Indian  forces  under  my  direc- 
tion, and  they  amount  to  thousands,  to  overtake  the  hardened 
enemies  of  Great  Britain  and  America ;  I  consider  them  the 
same  wherever  they  may  lurk. 

If,  notwithstanding  these  endeavors,  and  sincere  inclinations 
to  effect  them,  the  frenzy  of  hostility  should  remain,  I  trust  I 
shall  stand  acquitted  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  men  in  denounc- 
ing and  executing  the  vengeance  of  the  State  against  the  wilful 
outcasts.  The  messengers  of  justice  and  of  wrath  await  them 
in  the  field ;  and  devastation,  famine,  and  every  concomitant 
horror  that  a  reluctant  but  indispensable  prosecution  of  mili- 
tary duty  must  occasion,  will  bar  the  way  to  their  return.' 

July  2. — The  following  answer  to  Burgoyne's  proclamation 
was  written  by  a  young  officer,  and  designed  for  the  soldiers 
in  the  American  army : 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  August  21. 


Digitized  by  Google 


xtrr.] 


ANSWER  TO  BUBGOYNE. 


457 


To  John  Burgoyne,  Esquire,  Lieutenant- General  of  his  Maj- 
esty's armies  in  America,  Colonel  of  the  Queen's  regiment 
of  lig/U  dragoons,  Governor  of  Fort  William  in  North 
Britain,  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  and  commanding  an  army  and  fleet  em- 
ployed on  an  expedition  from  Canada,  due,  dec,  dec. 

Most  high,  most  mighty,  most  puissant,  and  sublime 

General. 

When  the  forces  under  your  command  arrived  at  Quebec, 
in  order  to  act  in  concert  and  upon  a  common  principle  with 
t/ie  numerous  fleets  and  armies  which  already  dis-  An>wer  to 
play  in  every  quarter  of  America  the  justice  and  B,rK»yn«. 
mercy  of  your  King,  we,  the  reptiles  of  America,  were  struck 
with  unusual  trepidation  and  astonishment.  But  what  words 
can  express  the  plenitude  of  our  horror  when  the  Colonel  of  the 
QueeiCs  regiment  of  light  dragoons  advanced  towards  Ticon- 
deroga.  The  mountains  shook  before  thee,  and  the  trees  of  the 
forest  bowed  their  lofty  heads  ;  the  vast  lakes  of  the  north  were 
chilled  at  thy  presence,  and  the  mighty  cataracts  stopped  their 
tremendous  career,  and  were  suspended  in  awe  at  thy  approach. 
J udge,  then,  oh  ineffable  Governor  of  Fort  William  in  North 
Britain,  what  must  have  been  the  terror,  dismay,  and  despair 
that  overspread  this  paltry  continent  of  America,  and  us  its 
wretched  inhabitants.  Dark  and  dreary,  indeed,  was  the  pros- 
pect before  us,  till,  like  the  sun  in  the  horizon,  your  most 
gracious,  sublime,  and  irresistible  proclamation  opened  the 
doors  of  mercy,  and  snatched  U6,  as  it  were,  from  the  jaws  of 
annihilation. 

We  foolishly  thought,  blind  as  we  were,  that  your  gracious 
master's  fleets  and  armies  were  come  to  destroy  us  and  our 
liberties;  but  we  are  happy  in  hearing  from  you  (and  who 
can  doubt  what  you  assert?)  that  they  were  called  forth  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  restoring  the  rights  of  the  constitution  to  a 
froward  and  stubborn  generation. 

And  is  it  for  this,  oh  sublime  lieutenant-general,  that  you 
have  given  yourself  the  trouble  to  cross  the  wide  Atlantic, 
und  with  incredible  fatigue  traverse  uncultivated  wilds  ?  And 
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we  ungratefully  refuse  the  proffered  blessing !  To  restore  the 
rights  of  the  constitution  yon  have  called  together  an  amiable 
host  of  savages,  and  turned  them  loose  to  scalp  our  women 
and  children,  and  lay  our  country  waste — this  they  have  per- 
formed with  their  usual  skill  and  clemency,  and  we  yet  remain 
insensible  of  the  benefit,  and  unthankful  for  so  mnch  goodness  I 

Our  Congress  have  declared  Independence,  and  our  Assem- 
blies, as  your  highness  justly  observes,  have  most  wickedly  im- 
prisoned the  avowed  friends  of  that  power  with  which  they 
are  at  war,  and  most  profanely  compelled  those,  whose  con- 
sciences will  not  permit  them  to  fight,  to  pay  some  small  part 
towards  the  expenses  their  country  is  at  in  supporting  what  we 
call  a  necessary  defensive  war.  If  we  go  on  thus  in  our  obsti- 
nacy and  ingratitude,  what  can  we  expect  but  that  you  should, 
in  your  anger,  give  a  stretch  to  the  Indian  forces  under  your 
direction,  amounting  to  thousands,  to  overtake  and  destroy  us  / 
or  which  is  ten  times  worse,  that  you  should  withdraw  your 
fleets  and  armies  and  leave  us  to  our  own  misery,  without 
completing  the  benevolent  task  you  have  begun,  in  restoring 
to  us  the  rights  of  the  constitut  ion. 

"We  submit,  we  submit,  most  puissant  Colonel  of  the 
Queen' 8  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  Governor  of  Fori 
William  in  North  Britain  f  We  offer  our  heads  to  the  scalp- 
ing knife  and  our  bellies  to  the  bayonet  Who  can  resist  the 
force  of  your  eloquence  ?  Who  can  withstand  the  terror  of 
your  arms  ?  Hie  invitation  you  have  made  in  the  consciousness 
of  Christianity,  your  royal  master's  clemency,  and  the  honor 
of  soldiership,  we  thankfully  accept.  The  blood  of  the  slain, 
the  cries  of  injured  virgins  and  innocent  children,  and  the  never- 
ceasing  sighs  and  groans  of  starving  wretches  now  languishing 
in  the  jails  and  prison  ships  of  New  York,  call  on  us  in  vain, 
whilst  your  sublime  proclamation  is  sounded  in  our  ears.  For- 
give us,  oh  our  country !  Forgive  ub,  dear  posterity !  For- 
give us,  all  ye  foreign  powers  who  are  anxiously  watching  our 
conduct  in  this  important  struggle,  if  we  yield  implicitly  to  the 
persuasive  tonguo  of  the  most  elegant  Colonel  of  her  Majesty's 
regiment  of  light  dragoons. 

Forbear  then,  thou  magnanimous  lieutenant-general  I  For- 
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bear  to  denounce  vengeance  against  us !  Forbear  to  give  a 
stretch  to  those  restorers  of  constitutional  rights,  the  Indian 
forces  under  your  direction. — Let  not  the  messengers  of  wrath 
await  us  in  the  field,  and  devastation,  famine,  and  every  con- 
comitant horror,  bar  our  return  to  the  allegiance  of  a  prince, 
who,  by  his  royal  will,  would  deprive  us  of  every  blessing  of 
life,  with  all  possible  clemency. 

We  are  domestic,  we  are  industrious,  we  are  infirm  and 
timid;  we  shall  remain  quietly  at  ftome,  and  not  remove  our 
cattle,  or  corn,  or  forage,  in  hopes  that  you  will  come  at  the 
head  of  troops  in  the  full  powers  of  health,  discipline,  and 
valor,  and  take  charge  of  them  for  yourselves.  Behold  our 
wives  and  daughters,  our  flocks  and  herds,  our  goods  and  chat- 
tels.— Are  they  aot  at  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  the  King,  and  of 
his  lieutenant-general,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
governor  of  Fort  William  in  JS^orth  Britain  ? 1 

PROCLAMATION. 

By  John  Burgoyne,  and  Burgoyne  John,  Esquire, 
And  grae'd  with  titles  still  more  higher; 
For  I'm  lieutenant-general  too, 
Of  George's  troops  both  red  and  blue. 
On  this  extensive  continent ; 
And  of  Queen  Charlotte's  regiment 
Of  light  dragoons  the  colonel : 
And  governor  eke  of  Castle  Will. 
And  furthermore,  when  I  am  there, 
In  House  of  Commons  I  appear, 
(Hoping  ere  long  to  be  a  Peer,) 
Being  member  of  that  virtuous  band 
Who  always  vote  at  North's  command ; 
Directing,  too,  the  fleet  and  troops 
From  Canada  as  thick  as  hops  ; 
And  all  my  titles  to  display, 
IH  end  with  thrice  et  csetera. 

The  troops  consign'd  to  my  command. 
Like  Hercules  to  purge  the  land, 
Intend  to  act  in  combination 
With  ttY  other  forces  of  the  nation, 

1  A,  B,  C,  D,  ete.,  etc,  b  the  New  York  Journal,  September  8. 
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Displaying  wide  thro'  every  quarter 
What  Briton's  justice  would  be  after. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  show  it, 
And  every  mother's  son  must  know  it, 
That  what  she  meant  at  first  to  gain 
By  requisitions  and  chicane, 
She's  now  deterniin'd  to  acquire 
By  kingly  reason,  sword,  and  fire. 
I  can  appeal  to  all  your  senses, 
Your  judgments,  feelings,  tastes,  and  fancies 
Tour  ears  and  eyes  hare  heard  and  seen 
IIow  causeless  this  revolt  has  been ; 
And  what  a  dust  your  leaders  kick  up, 
In  this  rebellious  civil  hick-up, 
And  how  upon  this  curs'd  foundation 
Was  rear'd  the  system  of  vexation, 
Over  a  stubborn  generation. 
But  now  inspir'd  with  patriot  love, 
I  come  th'  opprension  to  remove ; 
To  free  you  from  the  heavy  clog 
Of  every  tyrant-demagogue, 
Who  for  the  most  romantic  story, 
Claps  into  limbo  loyal  Tory, 
All  hurly  burly,  hot  and  hasty, 
Without  a  writ  to  hold  him  fast  by ; 
Nor  suffers  any  living  creature 
(Led  by  the  dictates  of  his  nature) 
To  fight  in  green  for  Britain's  cause, 
Or  aid  us  to  restore  her  laws : 
In  short,  the  vilest  generation, 
Which  in  vindictive  indignation, 
Almighty  vengeance  ever  hurl'd 
From  this,  to  the  infernal  world. 
A  Tory  cannot  move  his  tongue, 
But  whip  in  prison  he  is  flung, 
His  goods  and  chattels  made  a  prey 
By  those  vile  mushrooms  of  a  day. 
He's  tortur'd  too,  and  scratch'd,  and  bit, 
And  plung'd  into  a  dreary  pit, 
Where  he  must  suffer  sharper  doom 
Than  e'er  was  hatch'd  by  Church  of  Rome, 
These  things  arc  done  by  rogues,  who  dare 
Profess  to  breathe  in  freedom's  air. 
To  petticoats  alike  and  breeches, 
Their  cruel  domination  stretches, 
For  the  Bole  crime,  or  sole  suspicion, 
(What  worse  is  done  by  th1  inquisition !) 
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Of  all  still  adhering  to  the  Crown, 
Their  tyrants  striving  to  kick  down, 
Who  by  perverting  law  and  reason, 
Allegiance  construe  into  treason. 
Religion,  too,  is  often  made 
A  stalking  horse  to  drive  the  trade, 
And  warring  churches  dare  implore 
Protection  from  th'  Almighty  pow'r ; 
They  fast  and  pray  :  In  Providence, 
Profess  to  place  their  confidence ; 
And  vainly  think  the  Lord  of  all 
Regards  our  squabbles  on  this  ball ; 
Which  would  appear  as  droll  in  Britain 
As  any  whim  that  one  could  hit  on : 
Hen's  consciences  are  set  at  nought, 
Nor  reason  valued  at  a  groat ; 
And  they  that  will  not  swear  and  fight, 
Must  sell  their  ail,  and  say  good  night. 

By  such  important  views  there  prest  to, 

I  issue  this  my  manifesto. 

I,  the  great  knight  of  De  la  Mancha, 

Without  Squire  Carleton  my  Sancho, 

Will  tear  you  limb  from  limb  asunder, 

With  cannon,  blunderbuss,  and  thunder ; 

And  spoil  your  feath'ring  and  your  tarring, 

And  cag  you  up  for  plckl'd  herring. 

In  front  of  troops  as  spruce  as  beaux, 

And  ready  to  lay  on  their  blows, 

TH  spread  destruction  far  and  near; 

And  where  I  cannot  kill,  I'll  spare ; 

Inviting,  by  these  presents  all, 

Both  old  and  young,  and  great  and  small, 

And  rich  and  poor,  and  Whig  and  Tory, 

In  cellar  deep,  or  loft/  story, 

Wher'er  my  troops  at  my  command, 

Shall  swarm  like  locusts  o'er  the  land, 

<And  they  shall  march  from  the  North  Pole, 

As  far  at  least  as  Pensecolc,) 

So  break  oft*  all  their  communications, 

That  I  can  save  their  habitations ; 

For  finding  that  Sir  William's  plunders, 

Prove  in  the  event  apparent  blunders, 

It  is  my  full  determination, 

To  check  all  kinds  of  depredation ; 

But  when  I've  got  you  in  my  pow'r, 

Favor'd  is  he,  I  last  devour. 
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From  him  who  loves  a  quiet  life, 
And  keeps  at  home  to  kiss  his  wife. 
And  drinks  success  to  King  Pigmalion, 
And  calls  all  Congresses  Rabscallion, 
"With  neutral  stomach  eats  his  supper. 
Nor  deems  the  contest  worth  a  copper, 
I  win  sot  defalcate  a  groat, 
Nor  foroe  his  wife  to  cot  his  throat ; 
But. with  his  doxy  he  may  stay, 
And  lire  to  fight  another  day ; 
Drink  all  the  cider  ho  has  made, 
And  hare  to  boot,  a  green  cockade. 
But  as  I  like  a  good  Sir  Loin, 
And  mutton-chop  whene'er  I  dmo, 
And  my  poor  troops  hare  long  kept  lent, 
Not  for  religion  but  for  want, 
Whoe'er  secretes  cow,  buH,  or  ox, 
Or  shall  presume  to  hide  his  nooks; 
Or  with  felonious  hand  eloign 
Pig,  duck,  or  gosling  from  Borgoyne; 
Or  dare  to  pull  the  bridges  down, 
My  boys  to  puside  or  to  drown ; 
Or  smuggle  bay,  or  plough  or  harrow. 
Cart,  horses,  wagons,  or  wheel-barrow  • 
Or  'thwart  the  path,  lay  straw  or  switch, 
As  folks  are  wont  to  stop  a  witch, 
Til  hang  him  as  the  Jews  did  Hainan, 
And  smoke  his  carcass  for  a  gammon. 

HI  pay  in  coin  for  what  I  eat, 
Or  Continental  counterfeit; 
But  what's  more  likely  still,  I  shall 
(80  fare  my  troops)  not  pay  at  all. 

With  the  most  Christian  spirit  flr'd, 
And  by  true  soldiership  inspired, 
I  speak  as  men  do  in  a  passion, 
To  girc  my  speech  the  more  impression. 
If  any  should  so  hardened  be, 
As  to  expect  impunity, 
Because  proeul  a  yWmtns, 
I  will  let  loose  the  dogs  of  hell, 
Ten  thousand  Indians,  who  shall  yen, 
And  foam  and  tear,  and  grin  and  roar, 
And  drench  their  maukesins  in  gore  ; 
To  these  I'll  give  full  scope  and  play 
From  Ticonderog  to  Florida ; 
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They'll  scalp  your  heads,  and  kica  jour  shin* 
And  rip  your  gut*,  and  flay  your  skins, 
And  of  your  ears  be  nimble  croppers, 
And  make  your  thumbs  tobacco  stoppers. 

If  after  all  these  loVing  warnings, 
My  wishes  and  my  bowels'  yearnings, 
You  sbaH  remain  as  deaf  as  adder, 
Or  grow  with  hostile  rage  the  madder, 
I  swear  by  George  and  by  Saint  Paul, 
I  will  exterminate  you  all. 
Subscribed  with  my  manual  sign, 
To  teat  these  presents, 

John  BuHootkb.1 

July  4. — This  day,  being  the  Anniversary  of  Ameri- 
can Independence,  when  the  thirteen  United  States  publicly 
and  gloriously  threw  off  the  shackles  forged  by 
George  the  Third,  the  British  tyrant,  and  nobly 
reassumed  those  rights  which  God  and  nature  bestowed  on 
man,  the  same  has  been  noticed  by  every  mark  of  joy.  In  the 
forenoon,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gordon,  of  Roxbury,  at  the  desire 
of  the  assembly  sitting  at  Boston,  preached  an  excellent  dis- 
course from  1  Kings  xii.  15.  After  which  the  General  Court 
having  given  previous  orders  for  making  every  preparation  for 
drinking  success  to  the  Thirteen  United  States,  sent  an  invita- 
tion to  General  Heath,  and  the  officers  of  the  Continental 
army  and  navy  ;  Colonel  Crafts  and  the  officers  of  the  train ; 
Colonel  Hichborn,  of  the  independent  company;  Colonel 
Ilatch,  the  officers  of  the  militia,  and  many  other  gentlemen. 
While  the  Congress,  and  other  toasts  were  drank,  the  guns 
at  Fort  Hill,  Castle  Island,  Hull,  and  the  vessels  of  war  in  the 
harbor,  fired  a  grand  salute.  Also  a  detachment  of  Colonel 
Crafts'  regiment  of  artillery  in  Congress  street,  gave  thirteen 
discharges  from  brass  cannon  and  with  powder,  both  manufac- 
tured in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  The  independent  company 
and  the  militia,  in  conjunction  with  the  train  of  artillery,  made 
a  very  martial  appearance,  manoeuvred  and  performed  their 
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firings  in  view  of  the  General  Court,  to  their  full  acceptance, 
and  the  approbation  of  the  spectators  at  large. 

In  the  evening  Colonel  Crafts  illuminated  his  park  on  the 
common,  threw  several  shells,  and  exhibited  a  number  of  fire- 
works. The  cheerful  appearance  of  the  gentlemen  and  ladies 
in  the  park,  and  the  pleasantness  of  the  eve,  closed  with 
universal  satisfaction  the  joys  of  the  day,  which  so  conspic- 
uously appeared  in  the  couutcnances  of  every  true  friend  of 
America.* 

"We  hear  that  the  young  ladies  of  Amelia  county,  in  Vir- 
ginia, considering  the  situation  of  their  country  in  particular, 
and  that  of  the  United  States  in  general,  have  entered  into  a  reso- 
lution not  to  permit  the  addresses  of  any  person,  be  his  cir- 
cumstances or  situation  in  life  what  they  will,  unless  he  has 
served  in  the  American  armies  long  enough  to  prove  by  his 
valor  that  he  is  deserving  of  their  love.' 

July  5. — Yesterday,  being  the  first  anniversary  of  the  In- 
dependence of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  eel  el)  rated 
Io<jo|K-n<1rnce  in  Philadelphia  with  demonstrations  of  joy  and 
rhu^kii'bia.  festivity.  About  noon  all  the  armed  ships  and 
galleys  in  the  river  were  drawn  up  before  the  city,  dressed  in 
the  gayest  manner,  with  the  colors  of  the  United  States  and 
streamers  displayed.  At  one  o'clock,  the  yards  being  properly 
manned,  they  began  the  celebration  of  the  day  by  a  discharge  • 
of  thirteen  cannon  from  each  of  the  ships,  and  one  from  each 
of  the  thirteen  galleys,  in  honor  of  the  thirteen  United  States. 

In  the  afternoon  an  elegant  dinner  was  provided  for  Con- 
gress, to  which  were  invited  the  president  and  the  supreme 
executive  council,  and  speaker  of  the  assembly  of  the  State, 
the  general  officers  and  colonels  of  the  army,  and  strangers  of 
eminence,  and  the  members  of  the  several  continental  boards 
in  town.  The  Hessian  band  of  music,  taken  in  Trenton  the 
twenty-sixth  of  December  last,  attended  and  heightened  the 
festivity  with  some  fine  performances  suited  to  the.  joyous 
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occasion ;  while  a  corps  of  British  deserters,  taken  into  the 
serv  ice  of  the  continent  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  being  drawn 
up  before  the  door,  filled  up  the  intervals  with  feux  de  joic. 
After  dinner  a  number  of  toasts  were  drank,  all  breathing  In- 
dependence, and  a  generous  love  of  liberty,  and  commemo- 
rating the  memories  of  those  brave  and  worthy  patriots  who 
gallantly  exposed  their  lives,  and  fell  gloriously  in  defence  of 
freedom  and  the  righteous  cause  of  their  country. 

Each  toast  was  followed  by  a  discharge  of  artillery  and 
small  arms,  and  a  suitable  piece  of  music  by  the  Hessian  band. 

The  glorious  fourth  of  July  was  reiterated  three  times, 
accompanied  with  triple  discharges  of  cannon  and  small  arms, 
and  loud  huzzas  that  resounded  from  street  to  street  through 
the  city.  Towards  evening  several  troops  of  horse,  a  corps  of 
artillery,  and  a  brigade  of  North  Carolina  forces,  which  was 
in  town  on  its  way  to  join  the  grand  army,  were  drawn  up  in 
Second  street,  and  reviewed  by  Congress  and  the  general 
officers.  The  evening  was  closed  with  the  ringing  of  bells, 
and  at  night  there  was  a  grand  exhibition  of  fire-works  (which 
began  and  concluded  with  thirteen  rockets)  on  the  commons, 
and  the  city  was  beautifully  illuminated.  Every  thin"  was 
conducted  with  the  greatest  order  and  decorum,  and  the  face 
of  joy  and  gladness  was  universal. 

Thus  may  the  fourth  of  July,  that  glorious  and  ever  memo- 
rable day,  be  celebrated  through  America  by  the  &onsof  freedom, 
from  age  to  age,  till  time  shall  be  no  more.   Amen  and  amen.1 

July  7. — Friday  last  being  the  first  anniversary  of  the  fflo- 
rious  formation  of  the  American  empire,  when  thirteen  colo- 
nies, driven  by  necessity,  threw  off  the  vokc  and  imwndenoc 
rejected  the  tyranny  of  (ireat  Uritain  by  declar-  Charleston,  s.  c. 
ing  themselves  free,  independent,  and  sovereign  States,  the 
same  was  commemorated  by  every  demonstration  of  joy. 
Kinging  of  bells  ushered  in  the  day.  At  sunrise,  American 
colors  were  displayed  from  all  the  forts  and  batteries,  and  ves- 
sels in  the  harbor.  The  Charleston  regiment  of  militia,  corn- 
Pennsylvania  Journal,  July  9. 
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manded  by  the  Honorable  Colonel  Charles  Pinckney,  and  the 
Charleston  artillery  company,  commanded  by  Captain  Thomas 
Grimball,  were  assembled  upon  the  parade,  and  reviewed  by  his 
Excellency  the  President,  who  was  attended  upon  this  occasion 
by  his  honor  the  Vice-President  and  the  honorable  members  of 
the  privy  council.  At  one  o'clock  the  several  forts,  beginning 
with  Fort  Moultrie,  on  Sullivan's  Island,  discharged  seventy- 
six  pieces  of  cannon,  alluding  to  the  glorious  year  1776,  and 
the  militia  and  artillery  fired  tliree  general  volleys.  Ilis  Ex- 
cellency the  President  then  gave  a  most  elegant  entertainment 
in  the  council  chamber,  at  which  were  present  all  the  members 
of  the  Legislature  then  in  town,  all  the  public  officers,  civil 
and  military,  the  clergy,  and  many  strangers  of  note,  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  double  the  number  that  ever  observed 
the  birthday  of  the  present  misguided  and  unfortunate  King 
of  Great  Britain.  After  dinner  the  following  toasts  were 
drank,  viz. :  "  1.  The  free,  independent,  and  sovereign  States 
of  America.  2.  The  great  council  of  America — may  wisdom 
preside  in  all  its  deliberations.  3.  General  Washington.  4. 
The  American  army  and  navy — may  they  be  victorious  and  in- 
vincible. 5.  The  nations  in  friendship  or  alliance  with  Amer- 
ica. 6.  The  American  ambassadors  at  foreign  courts.  7.  The 
fourth  of  July,  1776.  8.  The  memory  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  have  bravely  fallen  in  defence  of  America.  9.  South 
Carolina.  10.  May  only  those  Americans  enjoy  freedom  who 
are  ready  to  die  for  its  defence.  11.  Liberty  triumphant.  12. 
Confusion,  shame,  and  disgrace  to  our  enemies — may  the  foes 
to  America  (slaves  to  tyranny)  humble  and  fall  before  her.  13. 
May  the  rising  States  of  America  reach  the  summit  of  human 
power  and  grandeur,  and  enjoy  every  blessing."  Each  toa6t 
was  succeeded  by  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns,  which  were  fired 
by  Captain  Grimball's  company  from  their  two  field-pieces, 
with  admirable  regularity.  The  day  having  been  6pcnt  in 
festivity,  and  the  most  conspicuous  joy  and  harmony,  the 
evening  was  concluded  with  illuminations,  <fec,  far  exceeding 
any  that  had  ever  been  exhibited  before.' 
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July  9.— Tins  night,  General  Prescott,  who  has  held  the 
command  of  the  British  forces  on  Rhode  Island,  since  the  de- 
parture of  Earl  Percy,  was  taken  prisoner  at  his  General  Prrscott 
quarters,  and  earned  off  by  a  party  of  Amcri-  coi-S  aSton. 
cans.  The  following  particular  account  of  the  manner  of  his 
taking,  is  by  a  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  : — Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Barton,'  of  "Wan-en,  in  Rhode  Island,  is  a  young  gen- 
tleman of  about  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years  of  age,  of  a 
martial  and  enterprising  disposition,  who  has  signalized  him- 
self on  several  occasions,  particularly  in  attacking  and  driving 
the  noted  pirate,  Wallace,  and  a  party  of  his  men,  from  an 
island  near  Newport,  which  they  had  been  robbing  and  plun- 
dering ;  and  in  an  expedition  last  fall,  to  Long  Island,  attack- 
ing a  number  of  Tories,  and  bringing  them  prisoners  to  New 
Haven,  lie  was  then  a  captain,  having  refused  a  higher  post 
till  he  had  done  more  to  deserve  it :  and  in  the  bodv  of  forces 
lately  raised  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  for  fifteen  months, 
was  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  in  Colonel  Stanton's  regiment, 
stationed  at  Rowland's  ferry,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river. 

Ilere  Colonel  Barton  happening  to  see  a  deserter  from  the 
British  army  in  Newport,  who  gave  him  a  particular  account 
of  the  place  where  General  Prescott  kept  his  head-quarters, 
formed  a  scheme  to  suq^rise  and  bring  him  off.  It  being  com- 
municated to  and  approved  of  by  the  commanding  officer, 
Colonel  Barton  selected  and  engaged  about  forty  men  to  go 
with  him  on  a  secret  expedition  by  water  in  five  batteanx. 
"When  they  were  prepared  and  got  to  the  shore  he  told  them 
his  design,  acknowledged  it  was  hazardous,  and  probably  could 
not  be  executed  without  the  loss  of  life  to  some  of  those  en- 
gaged in  it ;  that  for  his  part  he  was  determined  to  risk  his, 
which  would  be  at  least  as  much  exposed  as  any  of  theirs ;  but 
if  any  of  them  were  unwilling  to  engage  in  the  enterprise,  they 
were  then  at  full  liberty  to  decline  it,  and  lie  should  not  have 
the  worse  opinion  of  any  person  for  so  doing ;  that  he  desired 
no  man  with  him  who  did  not  go  willingly,  and  would  freely 
hazard  his  life  to  render  his  country  an  important  service,  and 

1  William  Barton,  born  May  26,  1748,  died  October  22,  1831. 
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obtain  honor  to  himself.  On  putting  the  matter  to  their 
choice,  they  unanimously  resolved  to  go  with  him. 

They  then  set  off  with  muffled  oars,  crossed  the  bay,  passed 
Bristol  ferry,  where  the  British  have  a  fort,  undiscovered,  and 
went  to  "Warwick  Neck  on  Providence  side,  near  the  east  side 
of  the  island,  where  the  British  have  several  forts  but  no  ships, 
as  they  would  be  exposed  to  the  guns  in  our  forts.  They  passed 
the  enemy's  redoubts  on  the  east  side,  and  when  they  came  to 
the  west,  which  is  guarded  all  along  by  the  enemy's  ships-of- 
war,  they  passed  between  them  and  the  shore  till  they  came 
opposite  to  the  house  where  General  Prescott  kept  his  head- 
quarters. Here  they  landed,  about  five  miles  from  Newport, 
and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  house,  which  they  ap- 
proached cautiously,  avoiding  the  main  guard,  which  was  at 
some  distance.  The  colonel  went  foremost,  with  a  stout,  ac- 
tive negro  close  behind  him,  and  another  at  a  small  distance ; 
the  rest  followed  so  as  to  be  near,  but  not  seen. 

A  single  sentinel  at  the  door  saw  and  hailed  the  colonel ; 
he  answered  by  exclaiming  against  and  inquiring  for  rebel 
prisoners,  but  kept  slowly  advancing.  The  sentinel  again 
challenged  him,  and  required  the  countersign  ;  he  said  he  had 
not  the  countersign,  but  amused  the  sentry  by  talking  about 
rebel  prisoners,  and  still  advancing  till  he  came  within  reach 
of  the  bayonet,  which,  he  presenting,  the  colonel  suddenly 
struck  aside  and  seized  him.  He  was  immediately  secured 
and  ordered  to  be  silent,  on  pain  of  instant  death.  Mean- 
while, the  rest  of  the  men  surrounding  the  house,  the  negro, 
with  his  head,  at  the  second  stroke  forced  a  passage  into  it, 
and  then  into  the  landlord's  apartment.  The  landlord  at  first 
refused  to  give  the  necessary  intelligence  ;  but  on  the  prospect 
of  present  death  he  pointed  to  the  general's  chamber,  which 
being  instantly  opened  by  the  negro's  head,  the  colonel  calling 
the  general  by  name,  told  him  he  was  a  prisoner.  lie  replied 
lie  knew  it,  and  rising  from  his  bed,  desired  time  to  put  on  his 
clothes.  The  colonel  told  him  to  put  on  his  breeches,  and  the 
rest  of  his  clothes  should  be  carried  with  him,  at  the  same  time 
handing  his  slippers  from  the  bedside.  Meawhile  the  general's 
aide-de-camp  got  out  of  the  window  in  his  shirt,  but  was  there 
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secured  by  some  of  the  party,  who  all  went  off  by  the  same 
way  they  came,  carrying  with  them  the  general,  his  aide-de- 
camp, and  the  sentinel. 

The  general  was  desired  to  run,  but  he  said  he  was  an  old 
man  and  could  not.  lie  was  told  that  they  would  help  him, 
and  accordingly  a  stout  man  taking  him  under  the  arm  on  each 
side,  enabled  him  to  run.  As  they  went  through  a  field  of 
barley,  the  stalks  very  much  annoying  the  general's  naked 
legs,  he  exclaimed,  "  Gentlemen,  do  you  mean  to  kill  me  ? " 
One  of  them  replied,  "  No,  we  do  not  intend  to  kill  you,  but  to 
exchange  you  for  General  Lee,  and  after  that  we  do  not  care 
how  soon  the  devil  has  you." 

Thev  all  embarked  in  their  boats,  and  rowing  back  the 
same  way  they  came,  passed  all  the  enemy's  ships  and  forts 
undiscovered.  When  they  passed  the  last  fort,  the  general 
exclaimed,  u  And  is  it  possible  that  I  am  a  prisoner  of  war ! 
Yes,  I  see  I  am  ;  but  when  you  set  out  with  me,  I  had  no 
doubt  but  that  I  should  have  been  rescued,  and  you  all  have 
been  made  prisoners." 

When  the  boats  had  got  almost  to  "Warwick  Neck,  a  sky 
rocket  was  sent  off,  and  immediately  alarm  guns  were  fired 
from  all  the  6hips  and  forts  on  and  about  the  island,  and  there 
appeared  to  be  such  a  general  confusion  and  consternation, 
that  it  was  thought  one  thousand  men  could  have  taken  them 
all  prisoners.  From  Warwick  Neck  a  flag  was  sent  for  the 
general's  clothes. 

Thus  was  this  general  officer,  in  the  midst  of  the  British 
army  and  navy,  where  he  was  commander-in-chief,  made  pris- 
oner, together  with  his  aide-de-camp  and  the  sentinel  that 
guarded  his  door,  by  the  bravery  and  judicious  conduct  of 
this  young  colonel  and  his  gallant  followers,  without  the  loss 
of  a  man,  or  the  fire  of  a  gun,  though  they  did  not  expect  to 
have  accomplished  their  design  without  resistance  and  a  pur- 
suit from  the  enemy,  for  both  of  which  they  were  prepared. 
In  the  planning  and  execution  of  this  enterprise,  Colonel  Bar- 
ton has  given  a  noble  proof  of  his  zeal  and  ability  to  render 
the  most  important  services  to  his  country.  In  comparison  to 
this  action,  how  contemptible  was  that  of  Colonel  Ilarcourt, 
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for  which  the  King,  his  master,  was  in  raptures,  and  lavished 
upon  him  such,  extravagant  encomiums, — his  surprisal,  with  a 
large  force,  of  General  Lee,  unguarded,  several  miles  distant 
from  his  army,  and  betrayed  by  an  ungrateful  wretch,  on 
whom  he  had  just  before  been  conferring  great  and  unmerited 
favors.1 

July  17. — By  an  express  from  the  northward  we  learn 
that  the  American  forces,  under  the  command  of  General  St. 

Clair,  abandoned  Fort  Ticonderoga  and  the  ad- 
joining lines,  on  the  morning  of  the  Gth  instant, 
and  are  now  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Moses  Creek.  A 
letter  from  an  officer  at  that  place,  written  this  day,  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  retreat  and  its  consequences : — 
The  retreat  from  Ticonderoga  will  be  a  matter  of  speculation 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Past,  August  7 : — A  writer  in  Providence,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, gives  the  following  account  of  this  expedition  :  July  12. — Thursday  evening 
last,  a  party  of  thirty-eight  men  of  the  troops  belonging  to  this  State,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Barton,  of  this  town,  accompanied  by 
Major  Adams,  of  the  train,  Captain  Phillips,  Lieutenants  Porter  and  Babcock,  and 
Ensigns  Stanton  and  Wilcox,  went  in  five  boats  from  Warwick  Neck,  with  a  view 
to  take  Major-General  Prcscott,  commander-in-chief  of  the  British  and  foreign 
troops  on  Rhode  Island,  whose  head-quarters  were  then  at  a  hou.--e  about  four 
miles  from  Newport.  The  colonel  and  his  party,  after  passing  the  enemy's  ships 
and  guard  boats,  landed  about  twelve  at  night,  and  with  "  infinite  address  and 
gallantry  "  got  to  Prescott's  quarters  undiscovered.  A  sentinel  at  the  door  hailed 
but  was  immediately  secured,  and  the  party  instantly  breaking  the  doors  aed 
entering  the  house,  took  the  general  in  bed.  His  aide-dc  camp  leaped  from  a 
window  in  his  shirt,  but  was  taken  a  few  rods  from  the  house.  The  party  soon 
after  returned  to  their  boats  with  the  prisoners,  and  some  time  after  they  had  put 
off,  the  enemy  fired  rockets  from  their  several  posts,  as  signals  for  nn  alarm,  but 
too  late,  the  bird  had  fed.  The  prisoners  were  landed  about  daybreak  at  Warwick 
Neck. 

On  receiving  the  intelligence  at  Providence,  a  coach  was  immediately  sent, 
and  the  general,  with  his  aide-de-camp,  attended  by  Colonel  Barton  and  some 
other  officers,  arrived  in  that  town  at  twelve  o'clock.  This  bold  and  important 
enterprise  must  reflect  the  highest  honor  on  Colonel  Barton  and  his  little  party. 
A  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  home,  with  at  leant  serenty  light  dragoon  n,  took  Major* 
General  Lee,  (betrayed  by  a  Tory,)  Jive  mile*  from  hi*  troop*.  A  lieutenant-colonel 
of  foot,  with  only  Mrty-right  private*  and  tie  officer*,  ha*  taken  a  chief  com- 
mander, when  almost  encircled  by  an  army  and  navy.— Pennsylvania  Evening 
Poet,  July  29. 
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in  the  country,  and  the  accounts  different  and  confused,  a 
true  state  of  facts  will  therefore  be  very  satisfactory  without 
doubt. 

"We  were  deceived  with  respect  to  the  strength  of  the  ene- 
my, and  our  own  reinforcements.  The  enemy  have  practised  a 
piece  of  finesse  which  has  too  well  answered  their  purpose ; 
they  have  so  conducted  that  all  hands  in  the  United  States 
believed  they  had  drawn  their  force  from  Canada  to  the  south- 
ward, and  designed  only  to  garrison  their  posts  in  the  north- 
ern world  ;  the  consequence  of  this  belief  has  been  the  order- 
ing eight  regiments,  destined  for  Ticonderoga  and  its  environs, 
to  Peekskill,  and  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  depart- 
ment. The  enemy's  condition  in  Canada  has  been  represented 
as  miserable,  confused,  scattered  and  sickly ;  this  has  been  the 
general  opinion  in  camp  and  country,  and  our  situation  has 
been  thought  perfectly  safe. 

Our  force  consisted  of  about  four  thousand,  including  the 
corps  of  artillery,  and  artificers  who  were  not  armed,  a  consid- 
erable part  of  which  were  militia  ;  we  could  bring  about  three 
thousand  fit  for  duty  into  the  field.  General  Burgoyne  came 
against  us  with  about  eight  thousand  healthy,  spirited  troops, 
with  a  lake  force  consisting  of  three  fifty-gun  ships,  a  thunder 
mounting  eighteen  brass  twenty-four  pounders,  two  thirteen- 
inch  mortars,  a  number  of  howitz,  several  sloops,  gun-boats, 
<fcc,  drc. 

Their  strength  being  so  very  superior  to  ours  obliged  us 
to  tamely  sit  still  and  see  them  erect  batteries  all  around  U6, 
without  hazarding  a  sally.  Two  batteries  were  erected  in  front 
of  our  lines,  on  higher  ground  than  ours;  within  half  a  mile  on 
our  left  they  had  taken  post  on  a  very  high  hill  overlooking  all 
our  works ;  our  right  would  have  been  commanded  by  their 
shipping  and  the  batteries  they  had  erected  on  the  other  6ide  of 
the  lake.  Our  lines  at  Ticonderoga  would  have  been  of  no 
service,  and  we  must  have  inevitably  abandoned  them  in  a  few 
days  after  their  batteries  opened,  which  would  have  been  the 
next  morning;  we  then  should  have  been  necessitated  to  retire 
to  Fort  Independence,  the  consequence  of  which,  I  conceive, 
would  have  been  much  worse  than  the  mode  adopted ;  for  the 
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moment  we  had  left  Ticonderoga  fort,  they  eould  send  their 
shipping  by  ns,  and  prevent  onr  communication  with  Skenes- 
borough  ;  then  the  only  avenue  to  and  from  Fort  Independence 
would  have  been  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land  leading  from  the 
mount  to  the  Grants.  To  this  neck  they  had  almost  cut  a  road ; 
a  day  more  would  have  completed  it.  A  few  troops  stationed 
at  Ticonderoga,  would  have  prevented  our  communication 
with  Lake  George,  as  our  own  works  would  have  been  against 
us.  Their  shipping  would  have  destroyed  our  connection  with 
Skcnesborough,  and  their  main  body  might  have  been  placed 
on  this  neck  of  laud,  which,  by  a  few  works,  might  have  pre- 
vented all  supplies  and  reinforcements  ;  we  might  have  stayed 
at  the  mount  as  long  as  our  provisions  would  have  supported 
us ;  we  had  flour  for  thirty  days,  and  meat  sufficient  only  for  a 
week.  Under  these  circumstances  General  St.  Clair,  on  the 
sixth  instant,  called  a  council  of  war,  and  an  evacuation  was 
unanimously  agreed  upon  as  the  only  means  of  saving  the  army 
from  captivity. 

It  was  necessary  also  that  our  retreat  should  be  precipitate, 
as  the  communication  was  almost  cut  off,  and  they  would  soon 
be  apprised  of  our  designs.  It  was  therefore  determined  to 
6end  the  baggage  and  sick  in  boats  to  Skenesborough,  and  for 
the  army  to  march  by  land  from  the  mount  to  that  place, 
being  forty  miles.  At  the  dawn  of  day  we  left  Fort  Independ- 
ence, and  I  cannot  say  the  march  was  conducted  with  the 
greatest  regularity ;  the  front,  which  was  the  main  body,  march- 
ed thirty  miles  to  a  place  called  Castleton,  about  twelve 
miles  from  Skenesborough  ;  the  militia  halted  three  miles  in 
the  rear  of  the  front,  and  the  rear  guard,  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Francis,  being  joined  by  Colonels  "Warner  and  Hale,  halt- 
ed at  Hubbardton,  about  a  mile  and  a  hah"  in  the  rear  of  the 
militia.  As  the  march  was  severe,  the  feeble  of  the  army  had 
fallen  in  the  rear,  and  tarried  at  Hubbardton  with  the  rear 
guard.  This  body  in  rear  might  consist  of  near  a  thousand 
men.  Before  I  proceed  further  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  you 
the  enemy's  dispositions  after  they  were  advised  of  our  retreat : 
A  large  body,  at  least  two  thousand,  were  detached  to  pursue 
our  main  body  and  harass  our  rear ;  all  the  gun  boats  and  some 
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of  their  shipping  were  sent  after  our  baggage,  came  up  with 
it  at  Skenesborough  and  took  it.  The  ninth  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hills,  was  ordered  to  run  down 
South  Bay,  and  land  and  march  on  a  by  road  to  Fort  Ann, 
and  take  that  before  our  troops  could  reach  it ;  the  remainder 
of  the  army  went  on  to  Skenesborough,  except  a  garrison  at 
Tieonderoga. 

The  body  of  the  enemy  sent  to  harass  our  rear,  came  up 
with  it  the  next  morning  at  Ilubbardton,  which  was  then 
commanded  by  Colonel  Warner;  by  the  exertions  of  the 
officers  our  little  army  formed  and  gave  them  battle,  which 
continued  about  twenty-five  minutes  very  severe,  when  our 
party  were  overpowered  with  numbers  and  gave  way.  The 
loss  on  both  sides  was  considerable ;  as  our  people  took  to  the 
woods  and  are  daily  coming  in,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  our 
loss.  Colonel  Francis,  a  worthy,  brave  officer,  after  signalizing 
himself,  was  shot  through,  and  expired  instantly  ;  Colonel  Hale 
is  missing.    It  is  natural  to  ask  why  was  not  Colonel  Warner 

reinforced  ?  Let  me  tell  you ;  orders  were  sent  to  Colonel  , 

who  commanded  the  militia,  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  rear 
guard,  but  before  they  arrived,  the  action  was  over  and  our 
people  dispersed.  Our  main  body  being  now  twelve  miles 
from  Skenesborough,  and  hearing  that  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy  were  arrived  there,  and  knowing  that  a  large  body 
■were  in  our  rear,  the  general  imagined  if  we  pursued  our  route, 
that  we  must  engage  both  in  front  and  rear  under  great  disad- 
vantage ;  and  to  pursue  his  plan  in  first  retreating,  which  was 
to  save  the  army,  he  though  prudent  to  file  off  to  the  left,  and 
before  we  reached  Hudson  River,  we  marched  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles ;  in  this  march  we  picked  up  about  thirty 
prisoners,  part  British,  part  Waldeckers,  and  part  Canadians. 
The  party  of  our  men  who  were  at  Skenesborough,  retreated  to 
Fort  Ann ;  they  were  twice  attacked  by  the  ninth  regiment, 
and  both  times  repulsed  them.  They  took  a  Captain  Mont- 
gomery and  a  doctor,  and  would  probably  have  taken  the 
whole  regiment  had  their  ammunition  held  out.  This  is  a 
candid  statement  of  facts,  and  for  this  conduct  we  are  told  our 
country  calls  us  either  knaves  or  cowards ;  I  conceive  they 
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ought  to  be  grateful  to  our  general,  for  had  we  stayed  we  very 
certainly  should  have  been  taken,  and  then  no  troops  could  have 
stood  between  the  enemy  and  the  country.  Our  affairs  now 
are  not  desperate  in  this  quarter,  as  they  would  certainly  have 
been ;  we  have  destroyed  Fort  George  and  its  appendages,  and 
shall  soon  be  able,  I  hope,  to  make  head  against  our  enemies, 
as  we  are  gathering  strength  and  re-collecting  ourselves.1 

On  the  late  alarm  occasioned  bv  the  evacuation  of  Ticon- 
tferoga,  a  number  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians  marched  with 
stwkbrMgo  tno  militia  of  that  county,  and  were  stationed 
Indians.  with  Genera]8  Xixon  and  Fellows,  between  Fort 
Edward  and  Fort  Ann.  On  the  eighteenth  of  July,  General 
Fellows  sent  out  five  of  them  on  a  scout  to  Skenesborough ; 
the  next  day  before  sunset  they  returned  with  six  prisoners, 
consisting  of  two  regulars  and  four  Tories.  The  account  being 
somewhat  entertaining,  we  shall  give  it  to  the  public  nearly  in 
their  own  words,  as  related  by  Abraham,  who  commanded  the 
party.  He  says  :  "  We  passed  the  creek,  and  went  within  a 
mile  or  two  of  Skene's  house,  where  we  lay  down  in  a  thick 
6pot  of  woods,  by  the  side  of  the  road.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore there  came  along  two  regulars  driving  a  number  of  horses; 
we  jumped  up  and  seized  them  ;  the  regulars  were  so  very 
much  frightened  that  they  made  no  resistance ;  neither  could 
they  speak  plain.  We  found  by  the  noise  there  were  a  num- 
ber more  behind  driving  cattle.  One  of  our  prisoners  called 
to  the  sergeant  for  help  ;  upon  this  we  thought  it  wise  to  make 
the  best  of  our  way  into  the  woods.  Our  prisoners  attempted 
to  get  away  from  us  ;  we  were  therefore  obliged  to  make  them 
feel  that  our  hatchets  were  heavy.  I  told  them,  "  If  you  will 
behave  like  prisoners,  we  will  use  you  well ;  but  if  yon  don't, 
we  must  kill  you."  After  this  they  behaved  well,  and  did 
every  thing  we  bid  them.  On  our  way  to  our  encampment, 
we  thought  we  would  take  in  with  us  as  many  Tories  as  we 
could  find ;  and  in  order  to  find  them  out,  we  gave  our  pris- 
oners their  guns,  taking  out  the  flints.    When  we  came  near  a 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Tost,  August  9. 
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house,  we  told  our  prisoners,  "  you  must  keep  before  us,  and  if 
you  see  any  men  yon  must  cock  your  guns  and  present  them 
at  them,  and  demand  who  they  are  for,  the  King  or  country." 
They  did  so,  and  the  Tories  answered  they  were  for  the  King, 
or  they  should  have  moved  off  long  ago.  They  seemed  to  be 
glad  to  see  the  regulars,  and  told  them,  "  You  are  our  brothers." 
I  knew  one  of  the  Tories  as  soon  as  I  came  in  sight  of  him  ;  I 
therefore  put  my  hat  over  my  face  for  fear  the  fellow  should 
know  me  till  the  red  coats  had  done  their  duty.  After  he  had 
in  a  most  strong  manner  declared  he  was  for  the  King,  I  asked 
him  further,  "  "Will  you  be  true  to  the  King,  and  fight  for  him 
till  you  die?"  "O  yes,"  said  the  Tory.  Upon  this  he  dis- 
covered his  error,  knew  me,  and  immediately  said,  "  What  King 
do  you  mean  ?  I  mean  King  Hancock."  "  Ah,"  said  I ;  "  we 
have  found  yon  out ;  we  don't  know  kings  in  America  yet ; 
you  must  go  along  with  us." 

When  they  came  near  the  camp,  their  war-cry  was  heard 
and  answered  by  the  rest,  who  went  out  to  meet  them.  The 
prisoners  were  delivered  to  General  Nixon,  and  sent  to  head- 
quarters.1 

July  27. — Generax  Burgoyne  is  at  Fort  Edward,  and  has 
with  him  about  six  thousand  regulars,  three  or  four  hundred 
Indians,  and  about  two  hundred  Canadians.  The  Mnnlorof 
frequent  injuries  and  horrible  actions  committed  Jcnn>" 
by  his  scouting  parties  on  single  unarmed  men  and  defenceless 
women,  are  sufficient  to  give  every  man  a  thorough  detestation 
of  their  whole  conduct ;  and  were  not  the  Tories'  hearts  made  of 
more  than  iron  hardness,  it  would  inspire  them  with  a  desire 
of  ridding  this  world  of  such  a  set  of  villains  as  their  army  is 
in  general  composed  of.  Several  of  our  offieers  and  soldiers 
have  been  inhumanly  shot  as  they  passed  from  one  fort  to 
another  unarmed,  and  scalped  while  yet  alive.  It  would  take 
too  much  time  to  enumerate  every  action  of  this  kind.  One 
instance  which  happened  yesterday,  during  a  skirmish,  may 
serve  for  the  whole.    A  young  lady,  by  the  name  of  Miss 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  September  8. 
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Jenny  M'Crea,  of  a  good  family,  and  some  share  of  beauty, 
was,  by  some  accident,  at  Fort  Edward  when  the  enemy  at- 
tacked the  picket  guard.  She  and  an  old  woman  were  taken 
by  the  savages,  who  generally  serve  as  an  advance  guard  or 
flanking  parties  to  the  regulars,  (the  latter  of  whom  were  drawn 
up  on  a  hill  just  above  the  fort,)  and  then,  with  a  barbarity  un- 
heard of  before,  they  butchered  the  poor  innocent  girl,  and 
scalped  her  in  the  sight  of  those  very  men  who  are  continually 
preaching  up  their  tender  mercies,  and  the  forbearance  of  their 
more  than  Christian  King.  Is  not  this  sufficient  to  congeal  the 
heart  of  humanity  with  horror,  and  even  oblige  a  Tory  of  lib- 
eral sentiments  to  curse  the  cause  which  approves  or  winks 
at  such  worse  than  hell-like  cruelties? 

The  unfortunate  maid's  corpse  was  brought  to  Snook  Hill 
last  night,  together  with  a  young  lieutenant,  a  Mr.  Van  Rach- 
ter,  of  Brunswick,  who  is  also  scalped,  and  will  be  interred 
to-dav.  What  renders  this  affair  more  remarkable  is,  that 
Miss  M'Crea  has  a  brother  an  officer  in  the  British  service, 
now  at  New  York,  and  she  herself  leaned  to  that  side  of  the 
question ;  but  thus  they  treat  their  friends  as  well  as  their  en- 
emies. The  young  lady  has  also  a  brother  a  senior  surgeon  in 
our  hospital,  a  worthy,  sensible  young  fellow,  who  will  not 
forget  the  injury,  but  revenge  it  tenfold.1 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  August  12.  Another  writer  in  the  same  paper 
gives  the  following  account: — In  retreating  from  Fort  Edward  the  Americans 
brought  off  the  groin  and  forage,  and  destroyed  what  they  could  not  remove. 
Many  families  fled ;  those  that  would  not  come  away,  relying  on  General  Bur- 
goyne's  proclamation,  were  killed,  scalped,  or  inhumanly  butchered  by  the  In- 
dians, without  any  discrimination  of  Whigs  or  Tories.  A  Miss  M'Crea,  who  was  to 
have  been  married  to  one  Jones,  a  Tory,  who  had  joined  the  enemy,  and  whom 
she  daily  expected  to  bring  her  off,  was  dragged  by  the  savages  out  of  her  hou«e, 
shot  twice  through  her  body,  her  clothes  torn  off  her  back,  and  left  scalped  in 
the  bushes.  This  brutal  scene  was  transacted  by  four  Indians,  under  cover  of 
three  hundred  British  regulars,  drawn  up  at  a  small  distance,  and  in  sight  of  an 
advanced  party  of  Americans,  who  could  give  her  no  assistance.  Several  families 
have  been  murdered  and  scalped  by  the  Indians;  man,  wife,  and  five  or  six  chil- 
dren, and  their  negroes.  Many  families  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  their  credulity 
In  Burgoyne's  proclamation,  which  promised  protection  to-  all  who  remained 
peaceably  and  quiet  at  their  houses  with  their  stock,  &c. 
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Augcst  1. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Hall,  of  Wil- 
liamsburg, in  Virginia,  to-<lay,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
arrival  of  General  Washington's  lady,  they  came 
to  the  following  resolutions: — Resolved  w/i^rw<*- ^"'^ Wa*bln«tOB- 
moushj,  That  the  most  respectful  testimony  he  presented  to 
her  on  the  occasion,  of  the  high  sense  this  hall  entertains  of 
General  Washington's  distinguished  merit,  as  the  illustrious 
defender  and  deliverer  of  his  country. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  golden  emblematical  medal 
be  prepared,  to  be  presented  to  the  general's  lady,  as  the  most 
suitable  method  of  carrying  that  design  into  execution ;  and 
that  the  mayor  be  desired  to  form  the  device,  and  agree  with 
some  proper  persons  to  execute  the  same. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  freedom  of  this  city  be 
presented  to  General  Washington  through  his  lady,  and  that 
the  mayor  be  desired  to  wait  upon  her  with  the  same,  and  with 
a  copy  of  these  several  resolutions.1 

August  5. — This  morning,  about  eleven  o'clock,  arrived  at 
Williamsburg,  in  Virginia,  from  the  seat  of  Burwell  Bassett, 
Esquire,  in  New  Kent,  Lady  Washington,  the  amiable  con- 
sort of  his  Excellency  General  Washington.  Upon  her  arrival 
she  was  saluted  with  the  fire  of  cannon  and  small  amis,  and 
was  safely  conducted  to  Mrs.  Dawson's,  in  the  city,  and  in- 
tends setting  out  for  the  northward  in  a  few  days.* 

August  7. — Yesterday,  about  nine  o'clock,  an  engagement 
ensued  between  a  part  of  the  militia  of  Try  on  county,  under 
tlie  command  of  General  Herkimer,  and  a  party  gi(Tf.0fFort 
of  savages,  Tories,  and  regulars,  a  short  distance  *-••»»>■»«• 
from  Fort  Stanwix.    It  lasted  till  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  British  thought  proper  to  retire,  leaving  Gen- 
eral Herkimer  master  of  the  field.    Unluckily,  however,  the 
.general  and  some  valuable  officers  got  wounded  or  killed  in 
the  beginning.  But  this  did  in  nowise  intimidate  the  ardor  of 
*:hc  men,  and  the  general,  although  he  had  two  wounds,  did 

1  New  York  Journal,  September  8. 
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not  leave  the  field  till  the  action  was  over.  He  seated  him- 
self on  a  log,  with  his  sword  drawn,  animating  his  men. 

About  one  o'clock,  Colonel  Gansevoort1  having  received 
information  of  General  Herkimer's  march,  sent  out  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Willct,  *  with  two  hundred  men,  to  attack  an  en- 
campment of  the  British,  and  thereby  facilitate  General  Her- 
kimer's march.  In  this  the  colonel  succeeded,  for  after  an 
engagement  of  an  hour  he  had  completely  routed  the  enemy, 
and  taken  one  captain  and  four  privates.  The  baggage  taken 
was  very  considerable,  such  as  money,  bear  skins,  officers' 
baggage,  and  camp  equipage ;  one  of  the  soldiers  had  for  his 
share  a  scarlet  coat,  trimmed  with  gold  lace  to  the  full,  and 
three  laced  hats. 

When  Colonel  Willet  returned  to  the  fort,  he  discovered 
two  hundred  regulars  in  full  march  to  attack  him.  He  imme- 
diately ordered  his  men  to  prepare  for  battle,  and  having  a 
field-piece  with  him,  Captain  Savage  so  directed  its  fire  as  to 
play  in  concert  with  one  out  of  the  fort ;  these,  with  a  brisk 
fire  from  his  small  arms,  soon  made  these  heroes  scamper  off 
with  great  loss.  Colonel  Willet  then  marched  with  his  booty 
into  the  fort,  having  not  a  single  man  killed  or  wounded. 

General  St.  Leger,  who  commands  the  enemy's  force  in 
that  quarter,  soon  after  sent  in  a  flag  to  demand  tho  delivery 
of  the  fort,  offering  that  the  garrison  should  march  out  with 
their  baggage,  and  not  be  molested  by  the  savages ;  that  if 
this  was  not  complied  with,  he  would  not  answer  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  Indians,  if  tho  garrison  fell  into  their  hands ;  that 
General  Burgoync  was  in  possession  of  Albany.  Colonel 
Gansevoort,  after  animadverting  on  tho  barbarity  and  disgrace- 
ful conduct  of  the  British  officers,  in  suffering  women  and 
children  to  be  butchered  as  they  had  done,  informed  the  flag 
that  he  was  resolved  to  defend  the  fort  to  the  last,  and  that  he 
would  never  give  it  up  as  long  as  there  was  a  man  left  to  de- 
fend it.1 

1  Peter  Gansevoort.  •  Marinus  Willet. 

•  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  August  19  and  21 :— St.  Leger  continued  the 
siege  until  the  22d  of  August,  when  he  suddenly  retreated. 
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A  gentleman,  who  lived  some  years  in  Philadelphia,  in- 
forms us,  that  during  all  his  residence  in  that  city,  he  never 
saw  a  person  begging  in  the  streets.  This  happy  Veteran  nongo  ak 
circumstance  is  owing  to  the  following  wise  and  rhiiwieiphia. 
useful  institution :  There  is  a  building  near  the  city  called  the 
Veteran  House,  which  he  describes  to  be  about  the  size  of  the 
London  Foundling  Hospital,  with  large  gardens  adjoining.  Into 
this  house,  all  persons  not  being  able  to  procure  employment,  are 
received,  and  put  to  work  at  their  respective  trades,  the  house 
supplying  them  with  tools,  materials,  and  every  other  requisite. 
They  are  likewise  found  in  lodging,  clothes,  provisions,  <fec, 
and  paid  the  customary  price  for  their  work,  one  shilling  a  day 
being  deducted  out  of  their  earnings  for  the  support  of  the 
foundation.  Those  who  through  laziness  do  not  earn  the 
stipulated  sum,  receive  proper  punishment.  Persons  who  can- 
not give  an  account  how  they  maintain  themselves  are  com- 
pelled to  work  in  the  Veteran  House.  Might  not,  says  our 
correspondent,  similar  institutions  in  this  kingdom,  especially 
in  London,  where,  notwithstanding  the  excessive  heiffhs  of  the 
poor's  rate,  every  street  swarms  with  beggars,  be  attended 
with  very  happy  consequences  ? 1 

■ 

August  17. — Yesterday  is  to  be  remembered  on  account  of 
a  signal  victory  the  militia,  under  the  command  of  General 
Stark,  obtained  over  a  body  of  the  King's  troops,  Baltlo  of 
commanded  by  Colonel  Baum,  some  account  of  B*nain*tori- 
which  is  here  given  by  one  who  was  himself  in  the  action.  It 
seems  that  General  Burgoyne  had  detached  this  corps,  con- 
sisting of  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  chiefly  Waldeckers  and 
Brunswickers  intermixed  with  some  British  troops  and  Tories, 
a  motley  compound,  to  penetrate  as  far  as  Bennington,  and 
further  if  it  should  be  found  practicable,  with  a  view  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  his  friends,  to  disperse  his  protections  in 
the  country,  to  procure  for  his  army  provisions,  and  to  wreak 
his  wrath  and  vengeance  on  those  who  had  disregarded  his 
calls  of  mercy,  and  slighted  with  indignity  his  proffered  pro- 
tection.   Colonel  Baum  had  advantageously  posted  his  corps 

1  Upcott,  v.  128. 
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within  about  five  miles  of  Bennington  meeting-house,  where  in 
different  places  they  made  breastworks  for  their  own  security. 
This  digression  was  of  such  ill  tendency,  and  savored  so  much 
of  presumption,  that  General  Stark,  who  was  at  that  time 
providentially  at  Bennington,  with  his  brigade  of  militia  from 
New  Hampshire  State,  determined  to  give  him  battle.  Col- 
onel Simond's  regiment  of  militia  in  Berks  county  was  invited 
to  his  assistance ;  and  a  part  of  Colonel  Brown's  arrived  sea- 
sonably to  attend  on  the  action,  and  some  volunteers  from 
different  towns,  and  Colonel  Warner,  with  a  part  of  his  own 
regiment,  joined  him  the  same  day.  The  general,  it  seems, 
wisely  laid  his  plan  of  operation,  and  Divine  Providence  bless- 
ing us  with  good  weather,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
lie  attacked  them  in  front  and  flank  in  three  or  four  different 
places,  at  the  same  instant,  with  irresistible  impetuosity.  The 
action  was  extremely  hot  for  between  one  and  two  hours ;  the 
flanking  parties  had  carried  their  points  with  great  ease,  when 
the  front  pressed  on  to  their  breastwork  with  an  ardor  and 
patience  beyond  expectation.  The  blaze  of  the  guns  of  the 
contending  parties  reached  each  other,  the  fire  was  so  ex- 
tremely hot,  and  our  men  easily  surmounting  their  breastworks, 
amidst  peals  of  thunder  and  flashes  of  lightning  from  their 
guns,  without  regarding  the  roar  of  their  field-pieces,  that  the 
enemy  at  once  deserted  their  covers  and  ran ;  and  in  about 
five  minutes  their  whole  camp  was  in  the  utmost  confusion 
and  disorder,  all  their  battalions  were  broken  in  pieces,  and 
fled  most  precipitately;  at  which  instant  our  whole  army 
pressed  after  with  redoubled  ardor,  pursued  them  for  a  mile, 
made  considerable  slaughter  amongst  them,  and  took  many 
prisoners.  One  field-piece  had  already  fallen  in  our  hands. 
At  this  time  our  men  stopped  the  pursuit,  to  gain  breath,  when 
the  enemy  being  reinforced,  our  front  fell  back  for  a  few  rods 
for  conveniency  of  ground,  and  being  directed  and  collected  by 
Colonel  Rensselaer,  and  reinforced  by  Major  Stanton,  renewed 
the  fight  with  redoubled  ardor.  They  fell  in  upon  the  enemy 
with  great  impetuosity,  put  them  to  confusion  and  flight,  and 
pursued  them  about  a  mile,  making  many  prisoners.  Two  or 
three  more  brass  field-pieces  fell  into  our  hands,  which  are  sup- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1777.] 


BATTLE  OF  BENNINGTON. 


481 


posed  to  be  the  whole  of  what  they  brought  out  with  them. 
At  this  time  darkness  came  upon  us,  and  prevented  our  swal- 
lowing up  the  whole  of  this  body.  The  enemy  fled  precipi- 
tately the  succeeding  night  towards  the  North  River,  and,  unless 
they  should  be  met  with  by  a  party  of  our  army  there,  may 
have  reached  there  without  any  further  molestation.  Governor 
Skeene,  in  surprise  and  consternation,  took  horse  and  fled. 

This  action,  which  redounds  so  much  to  the  glory  of  the 
Great  Lord  of  the  heavens,  and  God  of  armies,  affords  the 
Americans  a  lasting  monument  of  the  Divine  power  and  good- 
ness, and  a  most  powerful  argument  of  love  to  and  trust  in 
God.  Our  loss  is  about  forty  or  fifty  killed,  and  more  wound- 
ed. The  enemy's  loss  is  greater,  and  many  more  wounded. 
Their  baggage  fell  into  our  hands.  The  number  of  prisoners 
taken  is  said  to  be  about  six  bundled.  Two  of  their  col- 
onels were  amongst  the  prisoners  and  mortally  wounded. 
A  number  of  inferior  officers  have  also  fallen  into  our  hands, 
and  in  particular  the  general's  aide-de-camp.  A  good  number 
deserted  and  joined  us.  This  victory  is  thought  by  some 
to  equal  any  that  has  happened  during  the  present  controversy ; 
and,  as  long  as  prudence,  moderation,  sobriety  and  valor,  are 
of  any  estimation  amongst  the  United  States,  will  not  fail  to 
endear  General  Stark  to  them.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some,  if 
a  large  body  of  militia  was  now  called  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  northern  army,  the  enemy  might  be  entirely  over- 
thrown. May  all  be  concerned  to  give  God  the  glory,  whilst 
we  commend  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in 
general  on  so  important  an  occasion. 

There  is  adjoining  Pittsfield,  in  Massachuetts,  a  place  called 
Jericho.  From  this  place  forty  men  marched,  under  Colonel 
Brown,  for  Bennington ;  on  their  way  eighteen  of  them  de- 
serted and  went  over  to  the  enemv.  After  the  battle,  fifteen  of 
the  eighteen  were  found  dead  upon  the  field.  The  remaining 
twenty-two  were  in  the  action,  signalized  themselves  by  their 
bravery,  and  came  off"  unhurt.  May  all  villains  and  traitors 
meet  a  similar  fate  to  that  of  the  fifteen.1 

1  Account  by  44  a  gentleman  who  was  present  in  the  action."— Pennsylvania 
Evening  Pont,  September  4. 
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Among  the  many  brave  militia  who  were  in  the  action 
yesterday,  at  Bennington,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Allen,  of  Pittsfield, 
ought  not  to  be  omitted.    At  the  commencement 

°m*8  eIL  of  the  action,  he  inarched  up  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  enemy's  breastworks,  and  demanded  a  surrender  of  the 
same  in  the  name  of  the  Congress,  on  which  he  received  a 
shower  of  balls,  accompanied  with  the  epithet  of  a  "  damnd 
bold  Yankee."  Mr.  Allen,  however,  soon  returned  at  the  head 
of  the  Pittsfield  militia,  and  was  one  of  the  first  over  the 
breastwork. 

[The  above  account  reminds  the  printer  of  another  he 
received  from  a  private  gentleman  immediately  after  the  battle 
of  Bennington,  which  places  Mr.  Allen's  conduct  in  a  different 
point  of  view,  and  shows  it  to  have  arisen  solely  from  a  sud- 
den impulse  of  humanity,  which  hurried  him,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  his  friends,  into  a  total  disregard  of  his 
own  personal  safety.  On  finding  the  superiority  of  our  troops, 
and  that  the  enemy  had  no  probable  means  of  escape,  just  be- 
fore the  onset  he  threw  himself  between  the  two  armies, 
called  to  the  enemy,  reminded  them  of  their  situation,  pathet- 
ically exhorted  them,  from  a  regard  to  justice  to  their  country, 
and  to  their  own  safety,  to  surrender,  and  prevent  the  effusion 
of  blood.  "While  he  was  speaking,  with  his  hat  in  his  hand,  a 
number  of  balls  were  fired  at  him,  several  of  which  went 
through  his  hat ;  on  which  he  retired,  joined  in  the  attack  of 
the  enemy,  and  was  among  the  foremost  to  enter  their  intreneh- 
ments.]1 

August  23. — Yesterday  morning,  before  daybreak,  a  body 
of  rebels,  under  the  command  of  Messrs  Sullivan,  Smallwood, 

Sullivan's  doH^nt  and  De  Bourg,  landed  in  two  divisions  upon  the 
on  suton  inland.  west  en(j  0f  gtaten  Island.  By  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  some  of  their  officers,  now  prisoners  here,  their  number 
was  at  least  two  thousand.  One  division  of  them  soon  fell  in 
with  a  part  of  the  New  Jersey  volunteers,  which  brigade  was 
posted,  in  small  detachments,  along  the  side  of  the  island,  from 


1  New  York  Journal,  September  22. 
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Decker's  ferry  to  the  point  opposite  Perth  Amboy,  a  distance 
of  fifteen  miles.  The  rebels,  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  had 
the  fortune  with  success  to  engage  the  detachments  that  were 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Laurence,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Barton,  who  were  both  made  prisoners,  with  several 
other  officers,  and  a  considerable  number  of  men.  They  then 
marched  down  to  Decker's  ferry,  where  they  burned  about 
thirtv-five  tons  of  hav,  and  set  fire  to  a  barn.  As  soon  as  the 
alarm  had  reached  head-quarters,  Brigadier-General  Campbell 
marched  with  the  52d  British  and  3d  battalions  of  Waldeck, 
leaving  a  regiment  of  Anspack  to  guard  the  camp  and  re- 
doubts. Upon  the  approach  of  the  regular  troops,  the  rebels 
instantly  marched  off  with  all  speed.  In  the  mean  time  Brig- 
adier-General Skinner  had  collected  those  of  his  corps  which 
had  been  dislodged  from  their  stations,  and  detached  Major 
Tympany,  with  twenty-five  men,  to  gain  information  of  the 
route  which  the  enemy  had  taken.  The  major  came  up  with 
a  nnmber  of  them  at  the  house  of  Doctor  Parker,  which  they 
were  plundering.  lie  attacked  them  immediately,  killed  sev- 
eral, and  took  the  rest  prisoners ;  among  the  killed  was  Mr. 
Smallwood's  brigadier-major. 

It  was  now  known  that  the  rebels  on  this  side  had  gone  off 
towards  Richmond ;  they  were  eagerly  pursued,  and  on  the 
road  beyond  that  village  an  account  was  received  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Dongan,  that  his  post  had  been  attacked  by  the 
second  division  of  the  enemy,  and  obliged  to  retire,  (which 
they  did  with  very  little  loss,)  towards  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Allen,  who  liad  himself  very  seasonably  retired,  and  taken 
post  on  a  height  near  Prince's  Bay,  where  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dongan  had  joined  him.  A  large  body  of  the  rebels  had 
twice  made  a  show  of  attacking  them,  but  finally  declined  'it, 
and  marched  off  towards  the  Old  Blazing  Star.  Those  two 
gallant  officers  soon  determined  to  pursue  them,  and  now 
gave  information  to  Brigadier-General  Skinner  that  they  were 
on  the  way,  and  requested  orders  which  were  immediately 
despatched  to  them,  to  proceed,  and  at  all  events  to  attack  the 
enemy  as  soon  as  possible,  informing  them  at  the  same  time, 
that  their  brother  volunteers  from  the  right  were  coming  up 
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with  all  speed  to  join  them,  and  that  the  regular  troops,  with 
General  Campbell,  were  at  hand  to  support  them.  These 
orders  were  executed  with  equal  spirit  and  success.  Notwith- 
standing a  great  disparity  of  numbers,  these  new  troops  at- 
tacked the  rear  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  Smallwood's  and 
other  corps  that  are  foremost  in  reputation  among  the  rebels, 
with  an  intrepidity  and  perseverance  that  would  have  done 
honor  to  veterans.  A  considerable  number  of  the  enemy 
were  killed,  and  about  three  hundred  taken  prisoners,  including 
twenty-one  officers,  viz.,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  three  majors, 
two  captains,  ten  lieutenants,  three  ensigns,  one  surgeon,  and 
one  officer  wounded.  By  this  time  General  Campbell  had  got 
up  one  piece  of  cannon  with  a  detachment  of  the  artillery. 
That  piece  was  soon  followed  by  two  or  three  more,  and  a 
well-directed  fire  of  round  and  grape  shot  had  a  great  e fleet 
on  the  rebel  boats,  and  on  those  of  their  people  who  had  got 
over  to  the  Jersey  shore.  Our  loss,  in  the  whole  affair,  is  five 
killed,  seven  wounded,  and  eighty-four  missing.  Among  the 
wounded  were  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dongan'  and  Major  Barnes, 
both  officers  of  distinguished  bravery. 

The  rebels,  by  this  attempt,  have,  indeed,  got  a  good  deal 
of  plunder,  chiefly  from  the  inhabitants,  of  which  they  may 
possibly  be  ready  to  boast,  for  they  have  often  boasted  of  ex- 
ploits which  honest  men  would  deem  a  disgrace ;  and  they 
have  reason  on  this  occasion  to  blush  for  their  conduct.1 

An  American  who  took  part  in  this  expedition  gives  the  fol- 
lowing account :  About  eleven  o'clock  hist  night  (August  23) 

American     ^  returned  to  Hanover'  from  an  excursion  from 

Account  Staten  Island.  Thursday,  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  the  division  marched  from  this  place,  and  arrived 
'  at  Elizabethtown ;  at  ten  in  the  evening  moved  down  to  Ilal- 

1  Lieutenant-Colonel  Edward  Yaughan  Dongan  died  of  his  wounds  soon  after 
the  action.  He  was  the  commandant  of  the  third  battalion  of  New  Jerwey  Volun- 
teers; the  youngest  son  of  Walter  Dongan,  Esq.,  late  of  Staten  Inland;  was  bred 
to  the  law,  and  supported  a  most  amiable  character.  He  was  in  his  twenty-ninth 
year,  and  left  a  young  distressed  widow  to  lament  the  death  of  an  affectionate  hus- 
band.   Their  only  child  died  a  few  hours  before  him. — Gaine's  Mercury. 

■  Gaine's  Mercury,  September  1.  »  In  New  Jersey. 
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sted's  Point,  where  there  were  boats  collected,  and  at  day- 
break the  division  had  completely  crossed.  Colonel  Ogden 
with  his  own  regiment,  Colonel  Dayton's,  and  about  one  hun- 
dred militia,  crossed  at  the  same  time  at  the  Old  Blazing  Star. 
General  Sullivan  moved  with  General  Deborre's  brigade  to 
attack  Colonel  Barton's  regiment  that  lay  at  the  New  Star. 
General  Smallwood,  with  his  brigade,  moved  in  another  col- 
umn to  the  Dutch  church,  to  attack  Colonel  Buskirk's  regi- 
ment ;  and  Colonel  Ogden  marched  in  another  column  to 
attack  Allen's,  Laurence's,  and  Dongan's  regiments,  that  lay 
about  the  Old  Star.  General  Smallwood's  guide,  instead  of 
bringing  him  in  the  rear  of  the  regiment,  led  him  in  full  front 
of  them ;  they  formed  on  the  east  side  of  the  bridge,  and  the 
general  was  moving  over  in  a  solid  column  to  attack  them ; 
but  the  enemy,  unwilling  to  be  shot  at,  retreated  to  their 
lines  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  island.  Instead  of  Buskirk's, 
it  was  a  British  regiment,  which  retreated  so  precipitately 
that  the  general  took  their  stand  of  colors,  burnt  seven  small 
armed  vessels  and  a  large  barn  full  of  forage.  The  general 
being  ordered  not  to  go  any  farther  than  that  place,  joined 
General  Sullivan  at  the  New  Star,  who  had  in  a  little  time 
settled  the  matter  with  Colonel  Barton's  regiment,  they 
being  but  few  in  number,  and  the  greatest  poltroons  I  ever 
saw. 

They  made  a  show  of  fighting,  but  did  not  stand  to  receive 
our  fire;  we  took  about  thirty  of  them,  and  their  colonel. 
Colonel  Ogden's  party  advancing  with  the  utmost  precipita- 
tion, drove  the  cowardly  enemy  before  them,  took  Colonel 
Laurence,  three  captains,  six  subalterns,  one  doctor,  and  eighty 
privates.  General  Sullivan  marched  the  division  to  the  Old 
Star,  and  got  them  all  over  except  the  rear  guard,  which  the 
enemy  advanced  upon  and  took.  The  bravery  of  the  little 
party  commanded  by  Major  Stewart  would  do  honor  to  the 
first  troops  in  the  world ;  they  were  posted  behind  a  hedge, 
and  kept  up  such  a  blaze  upon  the  enemy,  that  they  were 
forced  to  retreat  every  time  they  advanced ;  the  little  party, 
consisting  of  not  more  than  fifty  men,  having  bravely  main- 
tained their  post  and  expended  their  ammunition,  Major  Stew- 
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art,  whose  gallant  behavior  would  do  honor  to  the  first  of 
characters,  told  his  party  that  he  had  too  great  respect  for 
their  bravery  to  sacrifice  them,  that  he  would  surrender  him- 
self and  give  those  that  could  swim  an  opportunity  to  get  off ; 
they  all  pulled  off  their  hats,  and  begged  of  him  not  to  surren- 
der; that  some  of  them  had  two  cartridges  left,  that  they 
would  fire  them,  and  stand  by  him  till  they  were  cut  to  pieces. 
They  were,  however,  obliged  to  surrender,  and  Stewart,  fixing  a 
white  handkerchief  on  the  point  of  his  sword,  walked  as  coolly 
as  if  he  had  been  going  to  shake  hands  with  a  friend  ;  many 
of  the  party  got  over  the  river.  The  action  was  grand,  though 
horrid.  I  plainly  saw  the  whole.  "We  have  lost  three  majors, 
some  captains,  subalterns,  stragglers,  and  in  all  one  hundred 
And  twenty-seven  privates/ 

By  a  gentleman  from  Albany,  we  are  favored  with  the 
following  anecdote :  At  the  late  battle  between  General  Her- 
kimer and  the  enemy  at  Oneida  Creek,  there  was  a  friendly 
Indian,  with  his  wife  and  son,  who  distinguished  themselves 
remarkably  on  that  occasion.  The  Indian  killed  nine  of  the 
enemy,  when  having  received  a  ball  through  his  wrist  that 
disabled  him  from  using  his  gun,  he  fought  with  his  toma- 
hawk. His  son  killed  two,  and  his  wife  on  horseback,  fought 
by  his  side,  with  pistols,  during  the  whole  action,  which  lasted 
six  hours." 

August  25. — Yesterday  morning  (Sunday)  part  of  the 
Continental  army,  amounting  to  about  ten  thousand  men,  with 
his  Excellency  General  Washington  at  their  head,  marched 
through  Philadelphia,  and  proceeded  over  the  Schuylkill  to  the 
southward.  This  day  General  Nash's  brigade  of  North  Caro- 
linians and  Colonel  Proctor's  regiment  of  artillery  have  also 
passed  through  the  city,  and  are  to  pursue  the  same  route  w 
order  to  join  our  most  illustrious  general.' 

1  New  York  Journal,  September  15.         *  Pennsylvania  Journal,  Sept.  8. 

'  Pennsylvania  Journal,  August  27.  General  Washington,  in  a  letter  oi 
August  23,  says,  "  I  expect  this  evening  to  encamp  within  five  or  six  miles  of 
Philadelphia.    To-morrow  morning  it  will  move  again ;  and  I  think  to  march  it 
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Eakly  this  morning  the  people  of  Liverpool,  in  England, 
received  the  account  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  brave  forces 
having  taken  the  fortress  of  Ticonderoga  from  the  provincials, 
a  place  fortified  so  well  both  by  art  and  nature  as  to  imprint 
an  idea  in  the  minds  of  many  that  it  was  impregnable.  But 
what  task  is  too  hard,  "what  dangers  so  great,  or  what  obstacles 
too  difficult  for  British  seamen  and  soldiers  to  surmount  at 
any  time,  but  more  especially  when  commanded  by  a  Howe 
or  a  Burgoyne?  This  welcome  news  diffused  a  universal 
joy  through  all  ranks  of  people.  And  in  celebration  of  this 
glorious  event,  colors  were  displayed  on  the  public  buildings 
and  on  the  ships  in  the  docks  and  harbor.  The  bells  rang, 
the  cannon  planted  on  the  batteries,  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
town,  were,  at  intervals,  discharged ;  at  noon,  the  invalids 
quartered  there,  were  drawn  up  before  the  Exchange,  and 
tired  three  volleys,  by  way  of  feu  dejoie,  and  this  evening  sky- 
rockets and  other  fireworks  have  been  exhibited.' 

August  20. — The  governor  and  the  council  of  New  Jersey 
have  confined  James  Parker,  one  of  his  Britannic  majesty's 
nominal  council  of  that  quondam  province,  and  Dl6afferted 
Walter  Rutherford,  both  gentlemen  of  very  large 
landed  estates,  which  they  6eem  determined  to  secure  by  such 
a  neutrality  of  conduct  as  to  stand  equally  fair  with  both  con- 
tending parties  in  the  final  result  of  the  conflict.  Having 
evinced  their  disaffection,  or  at  least  want  of  affection  to  the 
present  government,  by  repeatedly  refusing  to  take  the  oaths 
of  abjuration  and  allegiance  prescribed  by  law,  (as  a  test  to 
try  all  suspicious  and  doubtful  characters,)  and  hence  be- 
come proper  objects  for  the  purpose ;  they  are  to  be  kept  in 
durance  until  the  honorable  John  Fell,  a  real  councillor  of 
New  Jersey,  and  Captain  Wynant  Van  Zandt,  a  young  gentle- 

through  the  city  without  halting.  I  am  induced  to  do  this  from  the  opinion  of 
several  of  my  officers  and  many  friends  in  Philadelphia,  that  it  may  have  pome 
influence  on  the  minds  of  the  disaffected  there,  and  those  who  are  dupes  to  their 
artifices  and  opinions.  The  march  will  be  down  Front  and  up  Chesnut-streete, 
and  I  presume  about  seven  o'clock." — Official  Letter*,  ed.  1795,  v.  2,  p.  144. 
1  Gaine's  Mercury,  October  18. 
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man  of  great  magnanimity  and  merit,  (both  kidnapped  by  the 
Tories  in  the  county  of  Bergen,  carried  to  New  1  ork  and 
there  imprisoned,)  shall  be  set  at  liberty. 

The  governor  and  council  have  also  confined  a  number  of 
other  disaffected  inhabitants,  chiefly  of  Bergen  county,  to 
be  released,  for  an  equal  number  of  honest  citizens  stolen  and 
imprisoned  in  like  manner,  being  determined  in  the  future 
thus  to  retaliate,  till  the  enemy  shall  think  proper  to  discon- 
tinue that  infamous  part  of  their  infamous  system.1 

Exclusive  of  the  natural  character  by  which  mankind  are 
distinguished  from  each  other,  there  is,  in  most  men,  a  second- 
Biirpwyne's    any  or  artificial  character,  through  which  they 

Instruction*  to  11     t.   «  •  i  ijtii* 

Colonel  Haum.  present  all  their  actions  to  the  world.  1  call  it 
artificial,  because  it  is  neither  produced  nor  supported  by  any 
principle,  and  is  no  more  than  the  fashion  under  which  the  act- 
ors suppose  they  appear  to  the  most  advantage. 

This  taste  is  formed  very  early  in  life,  and  frequently  by 
accident  either  of  company  or  education.  Some  men  are 
pedantic,  and  with  them  every  phrase  must  be  technical ; 
others  are  foppish,  and  their  descriptions  are  always  intend- 
ed to  be  light  and  novel;  but  Burgoyne's  turn,  or  artificial 
character,  is  that  of  a  mountebank,  in  which  every  thing  must 
be  wondt  rf  ul.  In  his  proclamation,  which  has  already  been 
in  most  of  the  papers,  he  has  handed  himself  out  under  as 
many  titles  as  a  High  German  doctor,  and  given  as  wonder- 
ful a  detail  of  enterprises  as  is  to  be  found  in  Waltho  Van  Clut- 
terbank's  harangue. 

The  same  pompous  complication  opens  his  instructions  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Baum.  "The  object  (says  he)  of  your 
expedition  is  to  try  the  affections  of  the  country,  to  disconcert 
the  councils  of  the  enemy,  mount  Reidesel's  dragoons,  to  com- 
plete Peter's  corps,  and — to  obtain  large  supplies  of  cattle, 
horses,  and  carriages." 

From  this  catalogue  of  orders  we  may  infer,  that  the  in- 
stant Burgoyne  got  into  the  country,  he  was  at  loss  how  to 

1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Port,  August  26. 
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go  on,  and  perhaps  by  this  time  he  is  at  as  great  a  loss  how 
to  get  out,  that  his  dragoons  were  on  foot,  his  army  incom- 
plete, and  unfurnished  with  horses  and  carriages :  hut  the 
grand  secret,  and  that  which  engrosses  his  lirst  thought,  and 
occupies  his  iirst  line,  is  "to  try  the  affection*  of  the  country" 
A  mountebank  may  sometimes  hit  uj>on  the  ri<rht  disease,  and 
Burgoyne  has  liere  given  a  proof  of  it ;  for  unless  America 
turns  a  traitor  to  herself,  his  efforts  will  be  in  vain.  The  sec- 
ond article  in  the  orders  is  very  judiciously  placed,  viz.,  to 
endeavor  to  disconcert  our  councils  ;  very  happily  thrown  in! 
Because  it  shows  us  the  necessity  of  attending  firmly  to  busi- 
ness, and  the  danger  of  employing  our  ingenuity  to  evade  or 
perplex  it. 

After  this  introduction  of  general  heads,  he  lavs  down  the 
route,  the  manner  of  conducting  it,  with  directions  for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  inhabitants.  "All  possible  care  (says  he)  is  to 
he  used  to  -pre cent  plundering"  This  seems  a  very  extraordi- 
nary order  to  be  given  to  a  plundering  party,  but  is  perfectly 
consistent  when  we  understand  that  plundering  a  country  for 
stores  or  supplies  is  the  general's  perquisite,  and  plundering 
houses,  that  of  the  men.  Burgoyne's  orders  are  to  bring  in  one 
thousand  three  hundred  horses  at  leasts  with  all  the  saddles  and 
bridles  that  can  be  found,  together  with  all  the  wagons,  car- 
riages, draft  oxen,  and  cattle  fit  for  slaughter  y  for  these  no 
money  was  to  be  paid,  but  receipts  were  to  be  given,  and  those 
to  such  only  as  had  complied  with  the  terms  of  his  mani- 
festo. Had  Burgoyne  made  the  sweep  of  horses,  saddles, 
bridles,  cattle,  &c.,  which  he  was  in  hopes  of,  he  would  at 
least  have  pocketed  thirty  or  forty  thousand  pounds,  by  taking 
those  articles  from  the  country  without  ]>aying  for,  and 
charging  them  to  the  treasury  as  if  he  had  purchased  them  y 
the  receipts  and  the  pretended  distinction  of  persons  serving 
as  a  mask  to  cover  the  fraud.  As  this  plundering  in  the  whole- 
sale was  the  business  the  party  was  sent  upon,  no  wonder 
they  were  forbidden  to  spend  their  time  in  dividing  them- 
selves into  parties  to  rob  hen-roosts  and  cider-cellars,  or  steal- 
ing blankets,  breeches,  and  petticoats. 

"  As  you  will,"  say  the  instructions,  "  have  persons  icith 
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you  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  abilities  of  the  country,  it 
may  perhaps  be  advisable  to  tax  the  several  distriets  with  the 
portions  of  the  several  articles,  and  limit  the  hours  for  the  deliv- 
ery ;  and  should  you  find  it  necessary  to  move  before  such 
delivery  can  be  made,  hostages  of  the  most  respectable  people 
should  be  taken  to  secure  their  following  vou  the  ensuing 
day." 

Of  all  the  unjust  modes  of  taxation  hitherto  proposed  by 
our  enemies,  this  is  the  most  summary  and  the  most  perni- 
cious. A  stranger  to  the  country  is  to  be  informed  by  strangers 
to  him,  of  the  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  upon  such 
information  a  tax  is  to  be  imposed,  for  the  immediate  payment 
of  which  the  most  respectable  people  are  to  be  seized  as  host- 
ages and  carried  into  captivity !  Take  care,  Americans,  how 
you  admit  men  who  practise  such  wicked  methods  of  taking 
your  property,  and  such  cruel  ways  of  enforcing  your  com- 
pliance. 

"  You  will,"  say  the  instructions,  "  use  all  possible  means 
to  make  t/te  court  try  believe  that  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand are  the  advanced  corps  of  the  army,  and  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  pass  Connecticut  on  the  road  to  Boston.  You  will 
likewise  insinuate  that  the  main  army  from  Albany  is  to  be 
joined  at  Springfield,  by  a  corps  of  troops  from  Rhode  Island." 

No  real,  lasting  good,  Sir  John  Burgoyne,  can  come  of  lying, 
and  if  no  credit  is  to  be  given  to  your  declarations,  you  cannot 
expect  that  any  will  be  given  to  your  proclamation,  but  that 
the  inhabitants,  in  all  places,  will  look  upon  the  latter  and 
upon  all  others  which  either  you  or  General  Howe  may  put 
out,  as  farragoes  of  threats  and  delusions,  to  deter  or  dissuade 
them  from  removing  their  property  till  you  or  he  may  send 
parties  to  plunder  and  fetch  it  off*.  This  is  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  all  your  proclamations. 

There  is  something  prophetically  pensive  towards  the  con- 
clusion of  the  instructions.  "  It  is  highly  probable,"  he  says, 
"  that  the  corps  under  Mr.  "Warner,  now  supposed  to  be  at 
Manchester,  will  retreat  before  you  ;  but  should  they,  contrary 
to  expectation,  be  able  to  collect  in  great  force  and  post  them- 
selves advantageously,  it  is  left  to  your  discretion  to  attack 
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them  or  not ;  always  bearing  in  mind  that  your  corps  is  too 
valuable  to  let  any  considerable  loss  be  hazarded  on  this  occa- 
sion."   Poor  unfortunate  John  Burgoyne  ! 

The  general,  in  the  next  paragraph  of  his  instructions,  gives 
a  kind  of  triumph  over  his  qualmish  apprehensions,  and  putting 
on  the  soldier,  assures  Colonel  Baum,  that  should  the  rebels 
attempt  to  interrupt  him,  he,  General  Burgoyne,  "  will  make 
truck  a  movement  as  shall  put  the  rebels  between  two  fires." 
A  wonderful  piece  of  firework  indeed ! — and  shows  that  one 
real  fire  of  ours  is  better  than  two  of  his  contriving ;  for  the 
event  of  this  double-barrelled  scheme  has  been,  that  the  colonel 
and  his  party  are  defeated,'  near  a  thousand  of  them  made  prison- 
ers, and,  they  say,  poor  General  Burgoyne  is  gone  Stake  Mad.' 

September  1. — We  are  credibly  informed  that  Burgoyne, 
the  chief  and  director  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  band 
of  thieves,  robbers,  cut-throats,  scalpers,  and  murderers  of  every 
denomination,  now  infesting  the  northern  and  western  frontiers 
of  several  of  the  American  United  States,  has  not  only  discon- 
tinued the  reward  he  had  offered  and  given  to  the  savage 
Tories,  Indians,  Britons,  Ilessians,  Bmnswickers,  "Waldeck- 
ers,  and  other  profligate  scum  of  the  human  race,  now  in 
his  service,  for  the  scalps  they  brought  him,  from  the  murdered 
and  half  murdered  inhabitants,  but  has  strictly  prohibited, 
for  the  future,  under  a  severe  penalty,  the  practice  of  scalping- 
It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed,  that  the  chief  of  the  ruffian 
band  was  so  weak  as  to  be  in  the  least  influenced  to  this  pro- 
hibition by  any  motive  of  compassion  or  humanity ;  his  induce- 
ments were  purely  political.  lie  had  found  by  experience, 
that  his  rewards  lessened  the  number  of  his  emissaries,  who 
not  only  scalped  some  of  his  Tory  friends,  concealed  among 
the  inhabitants,  but  also  scalped  one  another ;  and  that  a  scalp- 
ing party  of  a  lieutenant,  and  about  thirty  men,  he  lately  sent 
out,  with  a  large  number  of  Indians,  were  by  the  latter  all 
killed  and  scalped,  none  of  the  party  having  been  since  seen  or 
heard  of,  and  the  lieutenant's  hair,  which  was  remarkably  full, 

1  Colonel  Baum  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  action  with  General  Stark. 
1  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  August  28. 
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bushy  and  red,  being  known.  We  had  intelligence  by  several 
persons,  that  Burgoyne  had  laid  aside  his  usual  practice  of 
scalping,  and  strictly  forbid  it  for  the  future,  but  we  did  not 
before  know  his  reason  for  the  prohibition.  It  is  not  improbable 
he  might  be  apprehensive,  that  some  of  the  dexterous  hands 
about  him,  might  take  an  opportunity,  one  time  or  another, 
and  slip  oft*  his  own  night-cap.1 

September  2. — Lord  Mulgrave,  in  the  Ardent  man-of-war, 
took  the  other  day,  on  his  cruise  in  the  English  channel,  a 
Dutch  vessel,  with  three  hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder  on 
board,  no  part  of  which  could  be  found  in  her  bill  of  lading. 
On  board  her  likewise  were  several  French  officers  of  distinc- 
tion, and  a  German  count,  disguised  as  common  mariners,  who 
were  discovered,  it  seems,  by  one  of  them  being  heard  to  speak 
elegant  French.  Finding  they  could  no  longer  conceal  them- 
selves, they  went  down  into  the  cahin,  and  soon  after  came  on 
deck  dressed  in  their  French  uniforms,  denied  that  they  were 
bound  to  America,  and  insisted  on  being  released  as  officers 
of  the  King  of  France.  Lord  Mulgrave,  however,  refused  to 
release  them,  but  told  them  if  they  expected  to  be  treated  like 
gentlemen,  they  must  honorably  confess  the  errand  on  which 
they  were  going,  for  that  he  was  convinced  their  intended 
voyage  was  to  join  the  rebel  forces  of  America.  This  had  the 
desired  effect,  for  it  extorted  from  them  a  confession  that  they 
had  each  of  them  received  commissions  from  the  Congress, 
and  on  landing  at  Boston  were  to  have  been  invested  with 
separate  commands  of  great  consequence.' 

September  5. — General  Washington,  our  great  and  illus- 
trious commander,  the  prop  and  glory  of  this  western  world, 
Washington's    i88ued  tliis  day  at  Wilmington,  the  following 
oonenu  Onw  orcjer8)  which  cannot  too  much  be  admired  on  ac- 
count of  the  virtuous  and  noble  sentiments  they  contain : — 

General  Orders. — From  every  information  of  the  enemy's 
design,  and  from  their  movements,  it  is  manifest  that  their 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  September  10.       ■  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  Nov.  26. 
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aim  is,  if  possible,  to  possess  themselves  of  Philadelphia. 
This  is  with  them  a  capital  object ;  'tis  what  they  last  year 
strove  to  effect,  but  were  happily  disappointed.  They  made  a 
second  attempt  at  the  opening  of  this  campaign  ;  but  after  vast 
preparation  and  expense  for  that  purpose,  they  abandoned  their 
design  and  totally  evacuated  the  Jerseys.  They  are  now  mak- 
ing their  last  effort.  It  seems  they  first  intended  to  come  up  the 
Delaware,  but  from  the  measures  taken  against  them  in  the 
river,  judged  the  enterprise  that  way  too  hazardous.  At  length  - 
they  have  landed  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland  and  ad- 
vanced some  little  way  into  the  country,  but  the  general  thinks 
they  will  again  be  disappointed  in  their  views,  should  they 
push  their  design  against  Philadelphia,  on  this  route.  Their  all 
is  at  stake.  They  will  put  the  contest  on  the  event  of  a  single 
battle.  If  they  are  overthrown  they  are  utterly  undone — the 
war  is  at  an  end.  Now,  then,  is  the  time  for  our  strenuous 
exertions ;  one  bold  stroke  will  free  the  land  from  rapine,  devas- 
tation, and  burnings,  and  female  innocence  from  brutal  lust 
and  violence.  In  every  other  quarter  the  American  arms  have 
been  of  late  rapidly  successful ;  great  numbers  of  the  enemy 
have  fallen  in  battle,  and  still  greater  numbers  have  been  taken 
prisoners.  The  militia  to  the  northward  have  fought  with  a 
resolution  that  would  have  done  honor  to  the  oldest  soldiers — 
they  bravely  fought  and  conquered,  and  glory  attends  them. 
Who  can  forbear  to  emulate  their  noble  spirits?  Who  is  there 
without  ambition  to  share  with  them  the  applause  of  their 
countrymen  and  of  all  posterity,  as  the  defenders  of  liberty,  and 
preservers  of  peace  and  happiness  to  millions  in  the  present 
and  future  generations? 

Two  years  we  have  maintained  the  war  and  struggled  with 
difficulties  innumerable,  but  the  prospect  has  since  brightened 
and  our  affairs  put  on  a  better  face.  Now  is  the  time  to  reap 
the  fruits  of  all  our  toils  and  dangers ;  if  wc  behave  like  men 
this  third  campaign  will  be  our  last.  Ours  is  the  main  army. 
To  us  our  countrymen  look  for  protection ;  the  eyes  of  all 
America  and  Europe  are  turned  upon  us,  as  on  those  by  whom 
the  event  of  war  is  to  be  determined  ;  and  the  general  assures 
his  countrymen  and  fellow-soldiers,  that  he  believes  the  criti- 
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cal,  the  important  time  is  at  hand,  which  demands  their  most 
spirited  exertions  in  the  field. 

Here  glory  waits  to  crown  the  brave.  Peace,  freedom,  and 
happiness  will  be  the  rewards  of  victory.  Animated  by 
motives  like  these,  soldiers  fighting  in  the  cause  of  innocence, 
humanity,  and  justice,  will  never  give  way,  but  with  undaunt- 
ed  resolution  press  on  to  conquest.  And  this  the  general  as- 
sures himself  is  the  part  the  American  forces,  now  in  arms, 
will  act,  and  thus  acting  he  will  insure  them  success.1 

September  8. — By  intelligence  from  the  grand  army,  we 
learn  that  General  Washington's  head-quarters  were  at  Wil- 

sttuation  of  the  mington  on  tne  firet  instant,  and  the  main  body 
Main  Annie*    0f  t}ie  armv  encamped  on  the  heights,  on  the 

environs  of  the  town ;  that  strong  parties  of  light  troops  and 
militia  were  advancing  towards  the  enemy ;  that  frequent 
skirmishes  ensue,  though  of  but  little  consequence. 

That  the  enemv  landed  about  four  miles  below  the  head 
of  Elk,  and  in  a  day  or  two  advanced  their  van  to  Grey's 
Hills,  where  they  remained  inactive.  That  their  cavalry 
suffered  very  much  during  the  voyage  for  want  of  forage, 
(having  on  board  only  enough  for  three  weeks,  whereas  they 
were  out  six  weeks ;)  many  of  them  died  before  they  were 
landed,  and  many  more  have  been  ruined  by  being  turned 
into  corn-fields,  so  that  we  may  presume  Mr.  Howe  will  not 
be  in  a  capacity  to  act  vigorously  very  soon.  Deserters  come  in 
daily,  and  our  people  frequently  pick  up  small  parties  of 
prisoners.  The  American  army  is  in  high  health  and  spirits, 
and  eager  for  action. 

We  hear  from  Poughkeepsie,  that  about  a  week  ago,  seven 
Tories  were  committed  to  jail  there,  charged  with  robbing 
several  houses,  and  putting  the  families  in  fear.  It  is  said, 
when  taken,  they  were  all  painted  and  dressed  like  Indian 
men,  but  that  five  of  them  proved  to  be  women,  three  of 
whom  are  a  mother  and  two  daughters.  Thus  do  the  in- 
fernal designs  and  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Great 


1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  September  10. 
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assimilate  to  their  own  character  all  those  who  espouse  their 
cause ;  not  only  seducing  them  to  become  base,  treacherous 
thieves,  robbers,  murderers,  &c,  but  divesting  them  of  human- 
ity, and  converting  them  into  savages  and  perfect  devils  in 
human  shape.1 

September  11. — We  have  had  a  severe  time  of  it  to-day. 
Early  in  the  morning  the  commander-in-chief  receiving  intelli- 
gence that  the  British  were  advancing  in  two 
columns  from  their  camp  at  Kennet  Square,  made  BrM,d7Wlne* 
a  proper  disposition  to  receive  them.  The  first  attack  was 
made  by  Knyphausen,  on  a  party  of  Americans  under  General 
Maxwell,  who  had  crossed  the  Brandy  wine,  and  posted  himself 
in  an  elevated  position  on  both  sides  of  the  main  road.  In 
this  affair  the  Americans  twice  repulsed  the  British,  but  the 
latter  receiving  a  strong  reinforcement,  General  Maxwell  was 
obliged  to  give  way  arid  retreat  across  the  river. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  action  became 
general,  and  continued  very  severe  until  dark,  when  the 
British  stopped  the  pursuit,  and  the  Americans  retired  to 
Chester,  where  they  are  now  encamped.' 

1  New  York  Journal,  September  8. 

*  Clift's  Diary.  The  following  account  is  given  in  the  journal  of  a  British 
officer : — u  At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  army  moved  in  two  columns  ;  that 
under  General  Howe  and  Lord  Cornwallis  to  the  left,  and  crossing  the  river  Bran- 
dywine.  Some  miles  above  the  direct  road  and  Shad's  Ford,  came  on  the  right 
flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  there  in  great  strength,  having 
several  batteries  and  many  cannon  on  exceeding  strong  ground.  Whilst  this  man- 
oeuvre was  performing,  the  column  under  the  commands  of  Generals  Knyphausen 
and  Grant,  marched  by  the  usual  road  to  Shad's  Ford,  and  attacked  several  posts 
the  enemy  had  on  the  south  side  of  the  Brandywinc ;  these  being  driven  across 
the  river,  the  cannon  were  drawn  up  to  the  most  advantageous  situations,  and  a 
heavy  cannonade  kept  up.  As  soon  as  it  was  perceived  that  General  Howe  had 
attacked  the  rebels,  the  troops  passed  the  river,  stormed  the  batteries,  and  took 
their  cannon.  The  rout  of  the  enemy  then  became  general.  They  were  pursued 
as  long  as  daylight  and  the  fatigued  condition  of  the  troops  would  permit,  Gen- 
eral Howe's  column  having  marched  seventeen  miles  the  day  before  the  engage- 
ment. We  took  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  a  royal  howitzer,  several  ammunition 
wagons,  &c.  It  was  difficult  to  ascertain  the  number  of  the  enemy  killed,  as  they 
were  scattered  over  a  great  extent-  of  ground."— Pennsylvania  Ledger,  Decem- 
ber 6. 
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September  17. — As  the  rebels  have  in  their  newspapers 
favored  the  public  with  General  Burgoyne's  orders  to  Lieuten? 
Retort  on  th«  knt-Colonel  Baum,  it  might  be  interpreted  mali- 
K.btu.  ciouslv  should  we  refuse  to  commit  to  print  any 
pieces  of  elegance  of  their  commanders  which  may  full  into  our 
hands.  For  this  reason  I  send  you  a  copy  of  some  orders  for 
the  Jersey  militia  which  we  picked  up  in  a  lute  excursion. 
I  hope  no  invidious  comparisons  will  be  drawn  between  this  and 
General  Burgoyne's,  for  though  the  latter,  to  give  him  his  due, 
writes  in  a  pretty  style,  and  plausibly  enough  as  to  military 
matters,  his  performance  falls  infinitely  short  of  that  energy, 
that  precision,  that  sublimity  which  grace  the  composition  of 
the  Jersey  Brigadier.  The  candid  public  must  consider,  that 
probably  poor  Burgoyne  has  not  had  those  advantages  of  edu- 
cation which  have  refined  the  sentiments  and  expressions  of 
the  elegant  writer  of  the  following  orders.  I  give  them  in  the 
original  spelling.  Probably  the  brigadier  strove  to  adapt  his 
orthography  to  the  genius  of  his  troops : — 

"  Mendon  St  p.  5  1777. 
"  Sir  you  are  to  keep  one  man  allways  with  an  order  al- 
ready writ  to  Imprcs  any  Ilorss  on  the  way  he  shall  want  that 
upon  the  first  appearance  of  the  enemy's  coming  to  attack  you 
or  yours  you  are  to  dispatch  the  man  and  tell  him  to  come  the 
nighest  road  direct  to  me  or  my  house  and  he  is  to  call  to 
every  man  woman  and  child  he  sees  and  desire  them  to  call 
upon  all  men  to  push  down  whare  the  enemy  is  and  give  them 
battle.  But  he  is  not  to  stop  to  tell  his  story  bnt  call  out  as 
he  rides  along  and  tells  his  story  he  is  to  ride  six  or  seven 
miles  an  ower  if  they  have  no  guns  or  Ammunison  they  are 
to  carry  pitchforks  flailes  stones  or  such  weapons  as  they  chuse 
or  think  best.  But  if  any  man  is  afraid  to  goo  to  battle  that 
hath  no  gun  he  is  immediately  to  set  out  as  a  Common  Cryer 
towards  the  back  country  and  desire  everyone  he  sees  to  come 
down  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty  and  I  will 
keep  a  becon  out  60  that  if  you  with  what  will  turn  out  nigh 
by  can  keep  the  enemy  in  play  a  few  bowers  I  will  be  down 
with  1000  or  1500  men.    Shew  this  letter  to  all  men  you  see 
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and  Bond  Coppys  of  it  to  all  the  militia  officers  yon  can  that 
live  within  15  or  20  miles  of  the  Lines  and  Shores. — This  gen- 
tlemen I  have  writ  to  the  commanding  officers  down  at  the 
shore  therefore  I  desire  all  men  old  and  young  as  they  regard 
their  lives  &  properties  and  all  that  is  dear  to  them  when 
they  hear  the  a  Larm  that  they  a  quip  themselves  as  well  as 
they  can  and  march  immediately  towards  the  enemy  whare  I 
will  meet  them.  Let  every  man  as  soon  as  he  is  ready  stop 
for  no  company.  But  call  as  they  see  to  come  along  <fc  they 
are  to  send  word  by  some  of  thare  family  that  cant  fight  to 
their  next  neighbor  of  the  a  Larm — and  cursed  is  he  that  is  well 
&  will  not  turn  out  when  this  a  Larm  comes. 

William  "Winds,  B.  G.' 

September  20. — Yesterday,  about  noon,  the  two  armies 
met  near  Stillwater,  and  a  most  obstinate  and  bloody  battle 
ensued.  The  advanced  parties  of  the  Americans,  Battl(>  of 
which  were  composed  of  Morgan's  riflemen  and 
Dearborn's  infantry,  received  the  first  lire  of  the  enemy,  and 
a  little  after  two  o'clock  the  action  became  general.  The  right 
wing  of  the  British  forces  was  commanded  by  Burgoyne  in 
person,  the  left  by  Phillips  and  Reidesel,  and  the  centre,  covered 
by  Krazer  and  Breyman,  was  supported  by  the  savages,  Cana- 
dians, and  renegade  Provincials  and  Tories.  Never  was  more 
bravery  or  determination  shown.  For  upwards  of  three  hours 
the  blaze  from  the  artillery  and  small  arms  was  incessant,  and 
sounded  like  the  roll  of  the  drum.  By  turns  the  British  and 
Americans  drove  each  other,  taking  and  retaking  the  field, 
pieces,  and  often  mingling  in  a  hand  to  hand  wrestle  and  fight. 
Scammell '  fought  like  a  hero,  leading  his  regiment  where  the 
fire  was  the  hottest,  and  did  not  leave  his  post  until  he  was 
wounded  and  taken  off  the  field.  The  British  artillery  was 
well  served,  and  worked  with  sad  havoc  among  our  poor  fel- 
lows, who  are  the  more  to  be  wept,  for  their  gallantry  and  de- 
votion to  their  country.  The  cannon  of  the  British  was  lost  to 
us  only  for  the  want  of  horses  to  draw  them  off.  Arnold 

*  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  November  19.  1  Alexander  Scammell. 
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rushed  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight  with  his  usnal  reckless- 
ness, and  at  times  acted  like  a  madman.  I  did  not  see  him 
once,  but  S.  told  me  this  morning  that  he  did  not  seem 
inclined  to  lead  alone,  but  as  a  prominent  object  among  the 
enemy  showed  itself,  he  would  seize  the  nearest  rifle-gun  and 
take  deliberate  aim. 

During  the  action  a  party  of  our  men  got  up  into  some 
trees,  and  as  the  clouds  of  smoke  opened,  poured  in  upon  the 
enemy  single  shot.  In  this  manner  several  of  the  officers  were 
killed  or  wounded.  One  of  Brook's  regiment  savs  he  silenced 
two  fellows  with  laced  coats,  and  it  is  said  that  Burgoyne  had 
a  narrow  escape.1 

At  sundown  the  action  was  less  furious,  and  a  little  after 
dark  a  greater  part  of  the  two  armies  retired  from  the  field. 
Some  of  our  men  did  not  come  off  until  near  midnight.  In 
the  midst  of  so  much  destruction,  it  is  a  wonder  how  any  of 
them  escaped  ;  "  but  it  is  in  this  cause,''  as  old  Emerson  used  to 
say  about  the  hens  that  laid  every  day  in  the  year  but  Sunday, 
"  Providence  is  with  Vw."  * 

September  22. — Yesterday,  the  British  having  received 
intelligence  of  the  situation  of  General  Wayne,  and  his  design 
oonomiorny  °f  attacking  their  rear,  should  they  attempt  to 
»tuck*  w^ne.  pft&8  t],e  Schuylkill,  a  plan  was  concerted  for  sur- 
prising him,  and  the  execution  intrusted  to  Major-General 
Gray.  The  troops  for  this  service  were  the  fortieth  and  fifty- 
fifth  regiments,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Musgrave,  and  the 
second  battalion  of  light  infantry,  the  forty-second  and  forty- 
fourth  regiments,  under  the  general.  This  hist  detachment 
marched  at  ten  o'clock  last  night,  the  other  at  eleven.  No 
soldier  of  either  were  suffered  to  load ;  they  that  could  not 
draw  their  pieces,  took  out  the  flints!  The  general  knew 
nearly  the  spot  where  the  rebel  corps  lay,  but  nothing  of  the 
disposition  of  their  camp.  He  represented  to  the  men  that 
firing  would  discover  them  to  the  enemy,  kill  their  own 
friends,  and  cause  a  confusion  favorable  to  the  escape  of  the 

!  Letter  from  General  Enoch  Poor.  1  Churchill  Papers. 
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rebels,  and  perhaps  productive  of  disgrace  to  the  British.  On 
the  other  hand,  by  not  tiring,  they  would  know  the  foe  to  be 
wherever  fire  appeared,  and  a  charge  insured  his  destruction  ; 
that  amongst  the  enemy,  those  in  the  rear  would  direct  their 
fire  against  whoever  fired  in  front,  and  consequently  destroy 
each  other. 

General  Gray  marched  by  the  road  leading  to  the  White 
Horse,  and  took  every  inhabitant  with  him  as  he  passed  along. 
About  three  miles  from  camp  he  turned  to  the  left,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Admiral  Warren,'  where,  having  forced  intelli- 
gence from  a  blacksmith,  he  came  in  upon  the  out  sentries, 
pickets,  and  camp  of  the  rebels!  The  sentries  fired  and  ran 
off,  to  the  number  of  four,  at  different  intervals;  the  picket 
was  surprised,  and  most  of  them  killed  in  endeavoring  to  re- 
treat. On  approaching  the  right  of  the  camp,  the  line  of  fires 
were  perceived,  and  the  light  infantry  being  ordered  to  form 
to  the  front,  rushed  along  the  line,  putting  to  the  bayonet  all 
they  came  up  with,  and  overtaking  the  main  herd  of  fugitives, 
stabbed  great  numbers,  and  pressed  on  their  rear  till  it  was 
thought  prudent  to  order  them  to  desist.  The  forty-fourth 
regiment,  advancing  in  line  likewise,  closed  up  in  support  of 
the  light  infantry,  putting  to  the  sword  such  of  the  rebels 
as  in  the  heat  of  the  pursuit  had  escaped  that  corps,  whilst  the 
forty-second  came  on  in  a  third  line  as  a  reserve.  Upwards 
of  two  hundred  were  killed,  many  more  wounded.  Seventy- 
one  prisoners  Were  brought  off;  forty  of  them  being  badly 
wounded  were  left  at  different  houses  on  the  road.  The  British 
loss  consisted  of  Captain  Wolfe,  and  one  or  two  men  killed ; 
Lieutenant  Hunter,  and  five  men  wounded  !  It  was  about  one 
o'clock  this  morning  when  the  attack  was  made,  and  the  rebels 
were  then  assembling  to  move  towards  the  King's  forces.* 

September  25.— To-day,  as  a  party  of  Captain  Emmerick's 
new  corps  of  chasseurs  were  bathing  near  Kingsbridge,  in 
New  York,  he  suddenly  beat  to  arms,  when  they,  with  the 

■  White  Ilorse  and  Admiral  Warren  were  two  taverns  on  the  Lancaster  road. 
Washington's  camp  on  the  lftth  of  September,  was  situated  between  them. 

■  Gaine's  Mercury,  December  1. 
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greatest  spirit  imaginable,  flew  to  their  firelocks,  and  ap- 
peared naked,  in  order  to  have  attacked  any  enemy  that  might 
be  at  hand.  This  so  pleased  the  captain,  that  he  presented 
each  man  with  a  dollar,  and  gave  them  his  thanks  for  their 
alertness.1 

September  26. — Last  night,  the  roval  army,  under  the 
command  of  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Howe,  Knight  of  the 
British  Army  Bath,  marched  from  their  encampment,  near  the 
Philadelphia.  Swedish  ford,  in  two  grand  divisions,  one  by  the 
Falls  of  Schuylkill,  the  other  by  the  road  to  Germantown, 
and  formed  their  camp  at  and  near  those  places.  This  morn- 
ing a  large  detachment,  under  the  command  of  the  Right  Hon- 
orable the  Earl  Cornwallis,  entered  Philadelphia,  marched 
through  Second  street,  and  after  placing  the  proper  guards, 
encamped  to  the  southward  of  the  town. 

The  fine  appearance  of  the  soldiery,  the  strictness  of  their 
discipline,  the  politeness  of  the  officers,  and  the  orderly  be- 
havior of  the  whole  body,  immediately  dispelled  every  ap- 
prehension of  the  inhabitants,  kindled  joy  in  the  countenances 
of  the  well  affected,  and  has  given  the  most  convincing  refu- 
tation of  the  scandalous  falsehoods  which  evil  and  designing 
men  have  been  long  spreading  to  terrify  the  peaceable  and 
innocent.  A  perfect  tranquillity  now  prevails  in  the  city  ; 
numbers  who  have  been  obliged  to  hide  themselves  from  the 
former  tyranny  and  to  avoid  being  forced  into  measures  against 
their  conscience,  have  appeared  to  share  the  general  satisfaction, 
and  to  welcome  the  dawn  of  returning  liberty.* 

1  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  October  29.      f  Rivington'a  Gazette,  November  8. 
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October  1 . — It  is  unnecessary  to  say  a  word  of  the  spirit 
and  numbers  of  the  people  of  America — of  their  attachment 
to  their  liberty — of  the  extent  and  nature  of  their 

*     .  .Do  Liilc's  Letter. 

country — of  their  resources — and  the  interest  all 
the  powers  in  Europe  have  in  maintaining  the  independence 
of  the  American  States,  to  show  the  absolute  impracticability 
of  Great  Britain's  ever  subduing  this  country.  I  should  not 
despair  of  the  linal  success  of  the  Americans  in  the  present 
war,  if  they  were  at  this  time  expending  their  last  pound  of 
powder,  and  their  last  ounce  of  ball.  Desperation  would  sup- 
ply the  want  of  every  thing.  No  force  can  subdue  the  hearts 
of  these  people ;  and  nine-tenths  of  them,  I  am  sure,  are  de- 
termined in  their  opposition  to  the  government  of  Britain.  It 
is  inconceivable  to  sec  the  exertions  of  these  young  republican 
States.  They  have  done  wonders.  All  the  force  of  the  mon- 
archy of  Britain  in  the  last  war  with  France,  did  not  produce 
from  the  whole  continent  of  America,  half  the  exertions  which 
we  sometimes  see  here  in  a  single  State ;  and  yet  these  re- 
publics have  as  yet  put  forth  but  a  small  part  of  their  strength. 
I  expect  to- see  them,  before  the  close  of  the  war,  upon  a  foot- 
ing with  the  oldest  monarchies  in  Europe:  and  if  I  was  not 
sure  that  a  love  of  conquest  was  incompatible  with  a  love  of 
liberty,  I  should  think  they  would  make  some  of  them  trem- 
ble from  their  foundations. 

Every  part  of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  her 
generals  and  armies,  shows  the  power  of  this  country,  and 
the  absolute  impossibility  of  conquering  it.  Why  has  the 
court  of  Britain  meanly  solicited  all  the  courts  of  Europe  to 
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withhold  aid  of  all  kinds  from  the  Americans  ?  Why  has  she 
bought  up  twenty  thousand  foreigners  to  assist  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  America?  Why  did  she  send  an  army  of  forty 
thousand  men  across  the  ocean  for  that  purpose  last  year? 
Why  has  the  King  of  Britain  proclaimed  a  fast,  and  called 
upon  the  Almighty  to  enter  into  an  alliance  witli  him,  to  assist 
in  conquering  his  rebellious  subjects  ?  Surely  all  this  has  been 
done  because  they  dreaded  the  power  and  resources  of  America. 

I  believe  in  no  war  with  the  powerful  monarchy  of  France 
did  Britain  ever  negotiate  with  more  expense — stood  more  for 
foreign  alliances — lie  more  for  internal  support — or  fast  and 
pray  with  more  seeming  devotion  than  in  the  present  war  with 
America.  An  uninformed  spectator,  from  a  view  of  these 
things,  would  suppose  that  the  only  object  of  Britain  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  was  not  to  suppress  a  rebellion  in 
America,  but  to  defend  herself  from  being  subjugated  by  her 
American  colonies. 

But  the  conduct  of  her  generals  in  America  is  all  of  a  piece 
with  the  conduct  of  the  court.  Read  their  letters  to  the  Brit- 
ish ministry.  Observe  with  what  caution  they  land,  how  slow- 
ly they  advance  and  how  circumspectly  they  march  through 
the  country.  Their  modes  of  attack  and  defence  in  all  their 
battles  and  skirmishes  with  the  Americans  from  their  own 
accounts  of  them,  show  that  they  are  aware  of  the  skill,  and 
fear  the  courage,  of  their  generals  and  armies.  Their  strata- 
gems (of  which  they  boast)  confess  that  they  are  contending 
with  a  regular  army,  and  not  with  an  undisciplined  mob. 
Even  their  shouts  of  victory  and  the  high  encomiums  they 
publish  of  the  gallant  behavior  of  their  officers  and  soldiers, 
declare  that  they  fight  with  a  formidable  enemy.  The  inhu- 
manity of  their  generals,  the  insolence  of  their  officers,  and  the 
rancor  of  their  soldiers  towards  the  Americans,  are  all  testi- 
monies of  the  strength  of  this  country.  They  indicate  hatred 
which  can  only  be  exercised  towards  equals  or  superiors.  The 
exchange  of  letters  and  prisoners  between  the  British  and 
American  generals,  are  further  acknowledgments  on  the  be- 
half of  the  former,  of  the  stability  of  the  power  from  whence 
the  latter  derive  their  authority.    In  spite  of  all  the  pains  the 
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British  generals  have  taken  to  destroy  the  credit  of  the  paper 
money  emitted  by  the  Congress,  they  have  given  a  sanction  to 
its  validity  by  sending  it  out  from  New  York  to  support  their 
prisoners  among  the  Americans.  The  indiscriminate  ravages 
to  which  the  professed  royalists  or  Tories  are  exposed  in  com- 
mon with  the  republicans  or  Whigs,  show  that  the  British 
army  believe  that  a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  America 
arc  opposed  to  them,  and  that  all  professions  of  attachment  to 
them  are  hypocritical,  and  intended  only  to  save  property. 
But  the  British  generals  have  gone  still  farther  in  declaring  by 
their  conduct,  that  the  Americans  are  invincible.  They  have, 
in  some  measure,  thrown  down  their  arms  as  useless  in  the 
present  controversy,  and  have  attempted  to  subdue  their  ene- 
mies by  the  perfidious  arts  of  a  court.  They  have  attempted 
to  surprise  the  Congress  into  a  negotiation,  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deceiving  them.  They  have  published  proclamations 
for  the  encouragement  of  desertions  in  the  army,  and  defection 
among  the  citizens  of  America.  They  have  hired  printers  to 
traduce  the  Congress  and  the  army ;  and  to  complete  all,  they 
have  made  and  attempted  to  circulate  large  quantities  of  coun- 
terfeit continental  money  among  the  Americans ;  aiming  there- 
by, at  one  blow,  to  cut  their  sinews  of  war.  Their  folly  in  this 
manoeuvre  exceeded  their  villany  ;  for  they  weekly  advertised 
their  money  for  distribution,  in  a  New  York  paper. 

I  am  not  so  sanguine  as  some  of  my  friends,  as  to  the  issne 
of  the  present  campaign.  But  I  rest  satisfied  at  all  times,  that 
the  loss  of  a  battle  or  of  a  town  will  detract  nothing,  finally, 
from  the  Americans ;  and  that  the  acquisition  of  victories  and 
of  territory  will  serve  only  to  weaken  General  Howe's  army, 
and  to  accelerate  the  period  when  America  shall  establish 
her  freedom  and  independence,  upon  the  permanent  foundation 
of  public  virtue  and  military  knowledge.1 

October  2. — A  correspondent  in  Paris  says: — "When 

- 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  French  gentleman,  who  "  has  been  near  two  yeara 
in  America,  and  has  been  introduced  to  the  first  characters  on  the  continent, 
Ilis  real  name  must  be  a  secret  The  name  by  which  he  has  chosen  to  be  known 
to  the  public,"  is  De  Lisle. — New  Jeruy  Gazette,  January  7,  1778. 
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Doctor  Franklin  appears  abroad,  it  is  more  like  a  public  than 
a  private  gentleman,  and  the  curiosity  of  the  people  to  see  him 

d  to  f   kii    l*  80  £reat'  ^iat  *ie  ma^  ^e  sait*  to  ^e  to^owe<^ 
by  a  genteel  mob.     A  friend  of  mine  paid  some- 
thing for  a  place  at  a  two-pair-of-stairs  window  to  see  him  pass 
by  in  his  coach,  but  the  crowd  was  so  great  that  he  could  but 
barely  say  he  saw  him." 

We  are  well  assured  that  Dr.  Franklin,  whose  knowledge 
in  philosophical  sciences  is  universally  allowed,  and  who  has 
carried  the  powers  of  electricity  to  a  greater  length  than  any 
of  his  contemporaries,  intends  shortly  to  produce  an  electrical 
machine,  of  such  wonderful  force  that  instead  of  giving  a  slight 
stroke  to  the  elbows  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  men,  who 
are  joined  hand  in  hand,  it  will  give  a  violent  shock  even  to 
nature  herself,  so  as  to  disunite  kingdoms,  join  islands  to  con- 
tinents, and  render  men  of  the  same  nation  strangers  and  ene- 
mies to  each  other ;  and  that  by  a  certain  chemical  prepara- 
•  tion  from  oil,  he  will  be  able  to  smooth  the  waves  of  the  sea 
in  one  part  of  the  globe,  and  raise  tempests  and  whirlwinds  in 
another,  so  as  to  be  universally  acknowledged  for  the  greatest 
physician,  politician,  mathematician,  and  philosopher,  this  day 
living.1 

October  4. — This  morning,  before  daybreak,  (the  weather 
being  foggy,)  the  rebels  attempted,  with  all  their  force,  in  six 
Battle  «f      columns,  to  penetrate  on  the  outposts  of  our 
oermantown.    army  .  tjiey  De„an  t]iejr  attack  with  three  of  them 

on  the  second  light  infantry  and  the  fortieth  regiment  at  the 
end  of  Germantown,  where  they  were  so  warmly  received 
that  they  did  not  make  the  least  impression  for  the  space  of 
two  hours ;  at  length  being  overpowered  with  numbers,  and 
risking  to  be  surrounded  if  longer  opposition  was  made,  our 
two  battalions  thought  it  expedient  to  retire.  These  columns 
imagining  victory  was  about  to  declare  in  their  favor,  two  of 
them  came  into  the  village,  while  the  third  filed  off  obliquely 
to  our  left.  Colonel  Musgrave  having  judiciously  thrown  him- 
self with  six  companies  of  the  fortieth,  into  a  square  house  of 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  December  31. 
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Mr.  Chew's,  checked  one  of  the  two  columns  that  had  followed 
him,  while  the  other  pushed  into  Germantown.  Hie  one  at 
the  house  immediately  invested  and  riddled  it  with 

.  /  .        .  .       .  British  Account 

musketry,  grape  aud  cannon  shot  lor  a  full  hour, 
the  colonel  defending  it  most  gallantly,  killing  them  by  dozens 
from  the  windows  of  every  face ;  hut,  upon  the  forty-fourth 
regiment  advancing  into  the  village,  supported  hy  the  seven- 
teenth, and  driving  all  hefore  them  as  far  Mr.  Chew's  mansion, 
both  these  columns  retired  precipitately,  and  would  have  been 
totally  demolished  if  the  fog  had  not  made  it  hazardous  for  so 
small  a  body  to  pursue  so  rapidly,  as  it  might  have  done  had 
the  weather  been  elear ;  the  other  column,  that  had  tiled  off 
towards  our  left,  being  drove  shortly  after  by  the  thirty-third, 
forty-sixth,  and  sixty-fourth  regiments.  Two  other  columns, 
that  had  attacked  and  obliged  the  pickets  of  our  right  to  fall 
back  on  their  respective  corps,  were,  in  their  turn,  defeated, 
upon  the  first  light  infantry,  fourth,  fifth,  fifteenth,  thirty- 
seventh,  forty-ninth,  and  fifty-fifth  regiments  attacking  them  ; 
and  the  Hessian  Yagers  repulsed  and  beat  back  the  column 
which  attacked  their  post.  It  now  began  to  clear  up,  and  the 
commander-in-chief  having  perceived  a  large  body  (that  had 
rallied)  forming  itself  on  Chestnut  hill,  (apparently  to  retard  our 
pursuit,)  his  excellency  ordered  Major-General  Gray  to  advance 
upon  it  with  the  seventeenth,  thirty-third,  forty-fourth,  forty- 
sixth,  and  sixty-fourth  regiments,  directingthe  other  corps  to 
follow  as  fast  as  possible  to  sustain  ;  but  the  rebels  did  not  think 
proper  to  maintain  that  ground,  retiring  precipitately  upon  the 
approach  of  this  small  corps ;  and  although  we  pursued  for  nine 
miles,  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  were  never  able  to  come  up 
with  any  considerable  body.  Tims  Mr.  Washington's  army,  con- 
sisting of  upwards  of  twelve  thousand  men,  was  totally  dis- 
persed by  a  few  British  battalions,  and  the  Hessian  Yagers, 
(the  rest  of  our  army  having  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
engaging,)  and  would  not  only  have  been  cut  up  had  the  morn- 
ing been  bright,  but  all  their  artillery,  &c,  must  unavoidably 
have  fallen  into  our  hands.' 


*  Gaine's  Mercury,  NoTember  10. 
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October  5. — Died  at  the  American  camp,  near  Pawling's 
mill,  this  evening,  Major  Edward  Sherburne,  aide-de-camp  to 

K(,ward  Major-General  Sullivan.  He  received  the  mortal 
Bheiburne.  Wound,  of  which  he  died,  yesterday  at  the  battle 
of  German  town,  after  having  given  the  most  striking  evi- 
dence of  his  bravery  and  good  conduct.  He  was  in  the  severest 
of  the  fire  for  near  two  hours  before  he  received  the  fatal 
wound  which  forced  him  from  the  field ;  and  during  the  whole 
time  behaved  with  such  uncommon  firmness,  as  the  love  of 
freedom  only  can  inspire.  This  promising  youth  sprung  from 
one  of  the  most  reputable  families  in  New  Hampshire,  entered 
the  service  of  this  country,  as  a  volunteer,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  and  served  as  such  till  the  last  campaign, 
when  he  was  appointed  aide-de-camp  to  General  Sullivan,  with 
whom  he  has  ever  since  served  with  great  credit  and  reputa- 
tion. He  was  in  most  of  the  actions  since  the  war  commenced, 
and  ever  showed  the  same  coolness  and  bravery  which  he  dis- 
covered in  the  late  action.  He  endured  with  great  constancy 
the  pains  occasioned  by  his  wound,  and  departed  this  life  with 
a  heroic  firmness,  which  well  witnessed  the  satisfaction  he  felt 
in  Buffering  for  his  much  injured  country.1 

October  6. — This  day  the  fortresses  Clinton  and  Montgom- 
ery, on  the  North  River,  in  New  York,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Fort*  ciinton  and  the  British,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 

taken.  ton.  A  gentleman  who  was  in  Fort  Montgom- 
ery when  it  was  taken,  gives  the  following  particulars  of  the 
event : — On  Saturday  night,  we  had  advice  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  ships,  brigs,  armed  vessels,  <fcc,  had  arrived  at  Tarry- 
town,  where  they  had  landed  a  considerable  body  of  men,  sup- 
posed to  be  about  one  thousand,  and  had  advanced  towards  the 
plains.  Colonel  Lutlington  being  posted  there  with  about  five 
hundred  militia,  they  sent  in  a  flag  to  him  requiring  him  to  lay 
down  his  arms  and  surrender  himself  and  men  prisoners  of 
war.  Whilst  he  was  parleying  with  the  flag  they  endeavored 
to  surround  him,  which  he  perceiving,  ordered  his  men  to  re- 
treat.   The  British  then  returned  to  their  shipping,  and  the 

1  New  York  Packet,  October  23. 
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next  morning  we  had  advice  of  their  being  under  sail,  and 
coming  up  as  far  as  King's  Ferry.  In  the  afternoon  they  land- 
ed a  large  body  of  men  on  tho  east  side  of  the  river  to  draw 
our  attention  that  way,  but  they  re-embarked  in  the  night  and 
next  morning  landed  on  the  west  side. 

On  Sunday  night  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  who 
then  commanded  at  Fort  Montgomery,  sent  out  a  party  of  one 
hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Major  Logan,  across  the 
Dunderburg,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  This  pnrty 
returned  in  the  morning,  and  reported  they  had  seen  about 
forty  boats  full  of  men  land  below  the  Dunderburg.  The  gov- 
ernor  sent  out  another  small  party  of  about  twenty-eight  men. 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Jackson.  On  the  road  that 
leads  to  Haverstraw,  two  or  three  miles  below  Fort  Clinton, 
they  fell  in  with  a  concealed  part  of  the  enemy,  who  ordered 
them  to  club  their  muskets,  and  surrender  themselves  prison- 
ers. Thev  made  no  answer,  but  fired  on  the  enemy  and  hastily 
retreated.  They  returned  the  fire  and  pursued  our  people  half 
a  mile,  but  they  all  got  back  to  the  fort  without  losing  a  man, 
though  within  five  rods  of  the  enemy  before  they  wen'  diseov- 
ered.  Upon  this  intelligence  one  hundred  men  were  imme- 
diately sent  off,  under  Colonel  Brown,  who  fell  in  with  the 
enemy  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  a  smart  en- 
gagement ensued,  but  the  enemy  being  of  much  superior  force, 
our  people  were  forced  to  retreat. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  thought  proper  to  send  some  of  the 
artillery,  with  a  field-piece,  to  occupy  an  eminence  com- 
manding the  road  that  leads  to  Orange  Furnace,  with  a  party 
of  men  to  defend  it.  They  were  attacked  soon  after,  and  our 
field-piece  did  great  execution  ;  but  it  soon  bursting,  our  men 
retreated,  and  an  engagement  of  small  arms  was  kept  up  a 
good  while.  Most  of  our  men  got  within  the  breastworks, 
when  the  attack  became  general  on  both  forts.  At  the  same 
time  the  enemy's  shipping  came  in  sight,  but  the  wind  being 
light,  and  the  tide  against  them,  none  of  the  vessels  could  come 
up,  except  the  galleys  and  armed  sloops,  which  fired  upon  us, 
but  did  no  execution ;  we,  in  return,  fired  upon  them,  and 
believe  did  them  some  damage. 
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The  enemy  continued  a  vigorous  and  incessant  attack  upon 
the  forts ;  but  notwithstanding  their  utmost  ett'orts,  they  were 
many  times  repulsed  and  beaten  back  from  our  breastworks 
with  great  slaughter.  But  the  6mallness  of  our  numbers, 
(being  in  both  forts  but  about  five  hundred,)  which  required 
every  man  to  be  upon  continual  duty,  and  obliged  him  to  un- 
remitted exertions,  fatigued  our  people  greatly  ;  while  the  ene- 
my, whose  number  was  supposed  to  be  at  least  four  thousand, 
continued  to  press  us  with  fresh  troops. 

About  four  o'clock  they  sent  in  a  flag,  demanding  in  five 
minutes  a  surrender  of  the  forts,  and  ourselves  prisoners  of 
war;  or  that  they  would  put  us  all  to  the  sword.  An  answer 
was  returned  by  Colonel  Livingston,  acquainting  them  that 
we  were  determined  to  defend  the  forts  to  the  last  extremity. 
The  action  was  renewed  with  fresh  vigor  on  both  sides,  and 
continued  till  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  when  they  stormed  our 
upper  redoubt,  which  commanded  the  fort,  which  after  a  severe 
struggle,  and  overpowering  us  with  numbers,  they  got  posses- 
sion of ;  and  we  were  obliged  to  give  way.  At  the  same  time 
they  stormed  and  got  possession  of  Fort  Clinton,  in  which 
were  none  but  militia,  who  nobly  defended  it,  till  they,  like 
the  garrison  at  Fort  Montgomery,  were  obliged  to  give  way  to 
superior  force. 

The  darkness  of  the  evening  much  favored  the  eseapeof  our 
people,  the  greatest  part  of  whom,  with  almost  all  the  officers,  by 
some  means  or  other  got  off,  and  joined  our  army,  or  returned 
to  their  places  of  residence.  How  those  who  were  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  were  treated  by 
them,  we  have  not  heard,  but  have  reason  to  think  it  was  with 
a  cruelty  suitable  to  the  wickedness  of  the  cause  in  which  the 
British  are  engaged.' 

1  New  York  Journal,  May  11,  1778.  Gaino,  in  his  paper  of  the  11th  of  Octo- 
ber, gives  the  following  account  sent  by  an  officer  in  the  British  army :— I  have 
now  the  pleasure  to  felicitate  you  on  our  taking  the  forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton 
by  storm.  It  was  effected  last  night.  The  garrisons  in  both  places  consisted  of 
twelve  hundred  rebels.  Of  our  detachment,  we  lost  Mungo  Campbell,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  5'2i\,  and  Major  Sill  of  the  63d.  Major  Grant,  of  the  New  York 
Volunteers,  was  killed  a  little  before  the  attack,  which  was  commanded  by  Colonel 
Mungo  Campbell.    My  old  acquaintance,  George  Turnbull,  late  captain  in  the 
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October  11. — On  Tuesday  last,  departed  this  life,  at  his 
house  on  Staten  Island,  aired  seventy-two  years,  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Richard  Charlton,  missionary  from  the  Soci- 

*  lilchanl  Charlton. 

ety  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
Parts.  This  worthy  clergyman  was  horn  in  Ireland,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  lie  came  over 
to  this  country  soon  after  he  entered  into  holy  orders;  and 
was  the  iirst  missionary  of  New  Windsor,  on  Hudson  River. 
From  thence  he  moved  to  New  York,  being  chosen  assistant 
minister  of  Trinity  Church,  and  catechist ;  in  which  station  he 
continued  several  years,  before  his  appointment  as  the  mission- 
ary of  Staten  Island,  in  1747,  where  he  remained  ever  since. 

Sincere  and  steady  in  friendship,  charitable  to  the  distress- 
ed, and  hospitable  to  all,  he  was  deservedly  esteemed  and  re- 
spected. Amidst  the  confusions  of  the  present  rebellion,  his 
loyalty  was  unshaken;  his  attachment  to  the  Constitution,  in 
church  and  state,  unalterably  firm.  The  great  increase  of  his 
congregations,  during  his  incumbency  tor  thirty  years  at 
Staten  Island,  was  an  evidence  of  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office;  and  the  tears  which  were 
plentifully  shed  over  his  remains  at  the  grave,  by  the  members 
of  his  flock,  were  a  sure  indication  that  they  considered  them- 
selves as  having  lost,  in  him,  a  common  father  and  friend.' 

Royal  American  Regiment,  was  ordered  to  take  the  command  of  Grant's  corp.-*. 
He  has  acquired  great  honor,  being  the  first  that  entered  Fort  Montgomery,  after 
losing  one  officer  and  eight  privates.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  himself  narrowly 
escaped  the  enemy's  grape-shot,  in  consideration  of  his  very  gallant  behavior, 
has  appointed  him  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant  of  the  New  York  Volunteers, 
in  the  room  of  the  brave  Major  Grant.  The  gallant  Count  G  sbiou«ki,*  lately  ar- 
rived from  England,  has  died  of  his  wounds.  Amongst  the  prisoners  is  Colonel 
William  Allison,  of  the  Drowned  Lands,  whose  son  was  killed  in  the  fort.  Tins 
person  is  a  member  of  the  provincial  congress  for  the  State  (as  it  is  termed)  of 
New  York.  Also  young  William  Livingston,  late  of  New  York,  in  the  profession 
of  the  law.  A  great  part  of  the  twelve  hundred  rebels,  who  garrisoned  the  forts 
Montgomery  and  Clinton,  or  were  not  killed  or  prisoners,  made  their  escape,  as  it 
was  very  dark  when  the  forts  were  taken.  The  forbearance  and  humanity  shown 
by  all  the  troops  to  the  rebels  after  they  became  their  conquerors,  was  astonish- 
ing; and  savored  of  that  benign  temper  which  ever  characterized  the  army  of 
Great  Britain. 

1  Gaine's  Mercury,  October  11. 

•  This  was  a  Polish  nobloinan,  who  entered  the  British  service  as  ft  volunteer. 


Digitized  by  Google 


510 


DIARY  OF  THE  DEVOLUTION'. 


[1777, 


October  14. — Yesterday,  General  Vaughan,  having  under 
his  command  a  large  body  of  British,  who  have  committed 
Burning  of  various  acts  of  vandalism,  in  their  passage  up  the 
Kington.  Xorth  Iiiver,  landed  a  number  of  men  at  Esopus, 
inarched  up  to  the  defenceless  town  of  Kingston,  about  two 
miles  from  the  river,  and  immediately  set  it  on  tire.  The  con- 
flagration was  general  in  a  few  minutes,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  that  pleasant  and  wealthy  town  was  reduced  to  ashes; 
one  house  only  escaped  the  flames.  Thus  by  the  wantonness 
of  power  the  third  town  in  New  York  for  size,  elegance,  and 
wealth,  is  reduced  to  a  heap  of  rubbish,  and  the  once  happy 
inhabitants  (who  are  chiefly  of  Dutch  descent)  obliged  to 
solicit  for  shelter  among  strangers;  and  those  who  lately  pos- 
sessed elegant  and  convenient  dwellings,  obliged  to  take  up 
with  such  huts  as  they  can  find  to  defend  them  from  the  cold 
blasts  of  approaching  winter.  "We  learn  that  the  inhabitants 
saved  the  best  part  of  their  movable  property ;  but  some  lost 
the  greatest  part  of  their  temporal  all.  Tig  said  the  enemy 
took  little  plunder,  being  told  that  Governor  Clinton  was  at 
hand  with  fifteen  hundred  men,  but  unluckily  not  so  near  as  to 
save  the  town.  Thev  burnt  several  houses  at  Rhvnbeck 
Flats,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Livingston  Manor,  where  they 
burnt  a  few  more.  Our  troops  are  now  up  with  them.  It  is 
hoped  they  will  be  able  to  put  a  stop  to  these  depredations. 
Britain,  how  art  thou  fallen !  Ages  to  come  will  not  be  able 
to  wipe  away  the  gnilt,  the  horrid  guilt,  of  these  and  such  like 
deeds,  lately  perpetrated  by  thee.' 


1  New  York  Packet.  October  23.  A  Philadelphia  paper  gives  the  following 
notice  of  this  expedition: — "  By  express  from  New  York,  we  have  the  following 
intelligence : — That  General  Sir  ITcnry  Clinton,  after  his  successes  on  the  North 
River,  had  detached  General  Vaughan  with  two  thousand  men  towards  Albany  ; 
that  at  Esopus,  about  fifty  miles  this  side  of  Albany,  General  Vaughan  had  fallen 
in  with  a  very  large  party  of  rebels,  and  had  entirely  defeated  them ;  had  taken 
between  thirty  and  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  with  all  their  stores,  baggage,  kc.  ; 
that  the  rebels  having  fled  to  the  houses  at  Kingston  and  fired  upon  the  royal 
array  from  the  windows,  General  Vaughan  had  set  fire  to  it  and  laid  it  in  ashes ; 
that  from  Esopus  he  had  proceeded  on  to  join  General  Burgoyne,  and  in  a  few 
days  we  hope  to  hear  of  the  two  generals  having  formed  a  junction  at  Albany." — 
Pennsylvania  Ledger,  October  29. 
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October  17. — General  Burgovne  having  been  defeated  in 
a  second  trial  on  the  field  at  Stillwater,1  and  finding  himself 
encircled  without  the  least  chance  of  escape,  to-day  surrendered 
to  the  Americans.  General  Gates,  in  a  letter  to  his  wife,  writ- 
ten from  Albany  three  days  after  the  surrender,  says: — 

The  voice  of  fame,  ere  this  reaches  you,  will  tell  how  greatiy 
fortunate  we  have  been  in  this  department.  Burgovne  and  his 
whole  army  have  laid  down  their  arms,  and  surrendered  them- 
selves to  me  and  my  Yankees.  Thanks  to  the  Giver  of  all 
victory  for  this  triumphant  success.  I  got  here  the  night  be- 
fore last,  and  the  army  arc  now  encamped  upon  the  heights  to 
the  southward  of  this  city.  Major-General  Phillips,  who  wrote 
me  that  saucv  note  last  year  from  St.  John's,  is  now  mv  prison- 
er,  with  Lord  Petersham,  Major  Ackland,  son  of  Sir  Thomas, 
and  his  ladv,  daughter  of  Lord  Ilchester,  sister  to  the  famous 
Lady  Susan,  and  about  a  dozen  members  of  Parliament,  Scotch 
lords,  6cc.  I  wrote  to  T.  Boone,  by  Mr.  Fluck,  an  engineer, 
whom  I  permitted  to  pass  to  Canada,  and  who  goes  immediately 
from  thence  to  England.  I  could  not  help,  in  a  modest  man- 
ner, putting  him  in  mind  of  t\w  jete  champttre  that  I  three 
years  ago  told  him  General  Burgoyne  would  meet  with  if  he 
came  to  Amercia.  If  Old  England  is  not  by  this  lesson  taught 
humility,  then  she  is  an  obstinate  old  slut,  bent  upon  her  ruin. 
I  long  much  to  see  you,  and  have  therefore  sent  the  bearer  to 
conduct  you  to  Albany  by  the  way  of  Reading,  where  you  will 
be  received  and  entertained  by  Mrs.  Potts.  Before  you  leave 
Reading,  you  must  take  advice  whether  to  come  by  Nazareth 
or  Bethlehem ;  after  that  your  road  up  the  country  by  Yan 
Camp's,  through  the  Minnisinks,  to  Hurley  and  Esopus,  is 
plain,  and  well  known  to  the  bearer.  Don't  let  Bob's  zeal  to 
get  to  papa,  hurry  you  faster  than,  considering  the  length  of 
your  journey,  you  ought  to  come.  If  you  come  by  Bethlehem, 
there  is  a  Mr.  Oakley,  who  holds  an  office  under  Mifflin,  who 
will  provide  you  with  every  thing  you  may  have  occasion  for, 
and  will  introduce  you  to  Madame  Langton,  and  the  bishop, 
and  Mrs.  Ilsley,  tfce.  Perhaps  you  may  get  ruffles  to  your 
apron ;  if  they  are  not  finished  I  desire  you  will  bespeak  them. 

1  On  the  7  th  of  October. 
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Tell  my  dear  Bob  not  to  be  too  elated  at  this  great  good 
fortune  of  his  father.  lie  and  I  have  seen  days  adverse,  as 
well  as  prosperous.  Let  us  through  life  endeavor  to  bear 
both  with  an  equal  mind.  General  Burgoync  has  promised 
me  to  deliver  any  letters  I  please  to  commit  to  his  care  in  Eng- 
land. I  tli ink  to  send  a  few  to  some  principal  men  there. 
Perhaps  they  may  have  a  good  effect  for  both  countries.  I 
would  fain  have  the  mother  reconciled  to  her  child,  and  con- 
sent, since  she  is  big  enough  to  be  married,  to  let  her  rule  and 
govern  her  own  house. 

I  hope  Lady  Harriet  Ackland  will  be  here  when  you  ar- 
rive. She  is  the  most  amiable,  delicate  little  piece  of  quality 
you  ever  beheld.  Her  husband  is  one  of  the  prettiest  fellow's 
I  have  seen,  learned,  sensible,  and  an  Englishman  to  all  intents 
and  purposes;  has  been  a  most  confounded  Tory,  but  I  hope  to 
make  him  as  good  a  Whig  as  myself  before  he  and  I  separate. 
You  must  expect  bad  and  cold  days  up  the  journey,  therefore 
prepare  against  it.  I  thank  God  I  am  pretty  well ;  have  had 
a  bad  cold,  with  loss  of  appetite  from  being  continually  har- 
assed with  so  much  business;  but  I  hope  to  find  some  rest  in 
winter  and  much  comfort  in  yours  and  Bob's  company.  I  will 
try  to  get  some  good  tea  for  yon  from  some  of  the  English  of- 
ficers. Accept  my  tenderest  wishes  for  your  health  and  safety, 
and  assure  my  dear  Bob  how  much  I  am  interested  in  his  wel- 
fare.   Heaven  grant  us  a  happy  meeting.1 

October  IS. — Ox  the  morning  of  the  seventh  instant,  Gen- 
eral Burgoync  invited  General  Frazer  to  breakfast  with  him. 
Ancciotoof    In  tnc  course  of  their  conversation,  Frazer  told 
Bur,:<»,ne.     General  Burgoync  that  he  expected  in  a  day  or 
two  to  be  in  Albany.    "Hold,"  said  General  Burgoync,  "the 
owners  of  the  land  (meaning  the  militia)  are  come  out  against 

'  Gates  Paper*,  New  York  Historical  Society.  Rivington,  in  his  paper  of 
November  1,  says:— "Ah  no  accounts,  properly  authenticated,  of  the  situation  of 
the  northern  army,  have  yet  been  brought  to  New  York,  the  printer  entreats  th© 
public  to  excuse  his  inserting  any  of  the  reports  that  have  been  circulated,  until 
he  may  be  warranted  by  intelligence  derived  immediately  from  General  Bur- 
goyne." 
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us.  "We  cannot  proceed  any  farther  so  fast  as  we  have  done." 
The  same  dav  the  second  battle  at  Stillwater  was  fought,  in 
which  the  militia  acquitted  themselves  like  veterans,  and  the 
whole  British  army  was  routed.1  The  consequence  of  this  de- 
feat is  the  glorious  Convention  of  Saratoga,  which  was  signed 
yesterday.  A  French  officer  who  lias  served  under  General 
Gates  during  the  campaign,  says:  "When  dere  be  no  more 
militia  in  dis  country,  I  be  one  very  great  Tory."1 

October  23. — Last  night,  was  received  at  Cambridge,  in 
M  assachusetts,  a  confirmation  of  the  important  intelligence, 
that  the  British  Lieutcnant-General,  Burgoync,  Kejoieinraat 
with  upwards  of  five  thousand  men  at  his  com-  Cambridge, 
mand,  submitted  themselves  prisoners  of  war  to  the  Honorable 
Major-General  Gates,  commander  of  the  American  army  in  the 
northern  department.  In  consequence  of  which  the  colleges 
were  beautifully  illuminated ;  and  to-night  the  town  of  Cam- 
bridge was  universally  illuminated  in  high  taste  and  elegance. 
A  bonfire  was  made  upon  the  common,  where  were  fired  a 
number  of  cannon,  answered  by  musketry  from  the  troops  sta- 
tioned in  Cambridge,  in  honor  to  General  Gates. 

A  number  of  principal  gentlemen,  both  of  the  town  and 
army,  spent  an  agreeable  evening  in  company,  where  the  fol- 
lowing toasts  were  drank,  with  the  discharge  of  cannon:  1. 
The  brave  Major-General  Gates,  who  with  effect  said  to  the 
vaunting  General  Burgoync,  "  Hitherto  shalt  thou  come  and 
no  farther."  2.  General  Washington,  and  his  army.  3.  May 
every  minion  general  intruding  upon  American  rights  and  in- 
nocence, meet  with  the  fate  of  Burgoync.  4.  May  tyrant 
princes  submit  to  superior  American  souls.  5.  May  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress  ever  be  superior  to  the  policy  of  Britain.  6. 
Complete  establishment  to  American  independence.  7.  May 
American  bravery  and  honesty  rise  superior  to  Britannic  arti- 
fice and  fraud.  8.  May  generous  harmony  forever  firmly 
unite  the  States  of  America.    9.  Freedom  to  the  whole  world. 


1  In  this  action  General  Frazer  was  killed. 
1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  September  5,  1778. 
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The  rejoicings  were  introduced  by  the  discharge  of  thirteen 
cannon,  in  honor  to  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America.1 

Yesterday  morning,  about  fifteen  hundred  Hessians,  under 
the  command  of  Count  Donop,  came  down  from  Philadelphia 

Attnck  on  *°  Bank'  m  order  to  take  the  fort,  under  the 
Red  Rank,  command  of  Colonel  Greene,  belonging  to  Rhode 
Island.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  attack  was 
begun  by  a  most  furious  cannonade,  which  held  a  quarter  of 
an  hour;  the  Hessians  then  rushed  on  to  storm  the  fort, 
and  got  into  the  old  part  of  the  works,  when  they  thought  it 
was  all  their  own,  and  gave  three  cheers,  but  were  soon  obliged 
to  retreat  out  of  it  in  the  utmost  hurry.  The  galleys  at  the 
same  time  kept  up  a  constant  fire  on  them,  which  did  great 
execution  ;  and  in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour's  attack  they 
ran  off  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  leaving  behind  them, 
dead,  about  ninety  persons.  Among  them  was  a  lieutenant- 
colonel  and  four  captains ;  and  from  a  good  authority  we  are 
assured  that  the  enemy  buried  one  colonel  and  twenty-one  pri- 
vates between  the  fort  and  Cooper's  Ferry,  and  carried  over 
not  less  than  two  hundred  wounded.  The  enemy  left  on  the 
field,  wounded,  Count  Donop,'  his  brigade-major,  a  lieutenant, 
and  about  eighty  privates ;  the  brigade-major  and  lieutenant 
are  permitted  to  go  into  Philadelphia,  and  most  of  the  privates 
have  died  of  their  wounds. 

While  the  enemy  was  attacking  the  fort,  the  Augusta,  of 
sixty-four  guns,  the  Roebuck,  of  forty-four,  two  frigates  of  thir- 
ty-two, the  Merlin  of  eighteen,  and  their  large  galleys  came 
through  the  lower  clie\mux-de-frhe,  and  kept  up  a  great  firing, 
in  order  to  draw  off  the  galleys  from  giving  any  assistance  to 
the  fort;  but  they  were  mistaken.  The  Augusta,  in  going 
down  in  the  evening  got  aground.  Early  this  morning  all  the 
galleys  and  floating  batteries  began  the  attack,  when  an  inces- 
sant fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  ;  so  that  the  very  elements 


1  Boston  Gazette,  and  Upcott,  v.  83. 

1  Situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Delaware  and  Schujlkill  Rivers. 
•  He  died  soon  after  the  action. 
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seemed  to  be  on  fire.  At  eleven  o'clock  the  Augusta  was  set 
on  lire,  and  at  twelve  she  blew  up  with  an  astonishing  blast. 
One  of  our  people  was  killed  in  a  galley  by  the  fall  of  a  piece 
of  timber,  and  we  were  so  near  that  some  of  our  powder-horns 
took  fire  and  blew  up.  The  engagement  still  continued  ;  but 
the  Itoebuck  fell  lower  down,  and  the  Merlin,  of  eighteen  guns, 
ran  aground,  and  at  three  o'clock  the  enemy  set  fire  to  her, 
when  the  engagement  ceased,  the  enemy  falling  still  lower 
down.  Tims  ended  two  glorious  days.  The  commodore  with 
his  boats  went  on  board  the  wrecks,  and  took  out  much  plun- 
der, and  brought  off  two  of  their  cannon,  one  an  eighteen,  the 
other  a  twenty -four  pounder.' 

TnE  two  following  advertisements  lately  appeared,  one  in 
the  Carolina,  and  the  other  in  the  Virginia  newspaper,  which 
show  the  humanity  and  great  consistency  of  conduct  of  the  sons 
of  freedom,  as  the  Americans  are  pleased,  in  several  of  their 
writings,  to  style  themselves : — "  Ran  away,  the  tenth  instant, 
a  lusty  negro,  named  Rob  ;  the  said  fellow  is  outlawed,  and  I 
will  give  ten  pounds  for  his  head,  severed  from  his  body,  and 
forty  shillings  if  brought  alive." 

The  second  advertisement  breathes  the  same  infernal  spirit, 
viz. : — u  Ran  awav  from  the  subscriber,  a  negro  fellow  named 
Zcb,  aged  thirty-six  ;  as  he  is  outlawed,  I  will  pay  twenty  pounds 
currency,  to  any  person  who  shall  produce  his  head,  severed 
from  his  body,  and  five  pounds  if  brought  home  alive."  3 

Ry  the  most  cruel  treatment,  they  make  these  poor  people 
desperate,  and  fly  from  misery  ;  then  they  are  proclaimed,  and 
exposed  to  be  murdered  for  a  reward.  The  real  friends  to  lib- 
erty should  be  consistent  in  all  their  proceedings ! ' 

This  day  departed  this  life,  at  New  Lots,  in  the  township 
of  Flatbush,  in  King's  county,  Long  Island,  Elbert  liegeman. 
Esq.,  in  the  ninety-first  year  of  his  age.    Few  men 
ever  possessed  a  more  humane,  benevolent,  and 
compassionate  heart ;  he  was  no  less  remarkable  for  his  piety 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  December  6.  '  Signed  John  Mosely. 

•  Rivington'a  Gazette,  October  25. 
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than  his  benevolence,  and  exhibited  to  us  a  remarkable  instance 
of  his  attention  to  the  divine  laws  of  his  Creator,  having  read 
the  Bible  through  no  less  than  three  hundred  and  sixty -five 
times.' 

October  28. — By  a  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  we  learn 
that  last  week  a  feu  de  joie  was  celebrated  there,  on  account  of 
Bam»Tne'«  tne  re0e^  anny  having  retaken  possession  of  Phil- 
Dcfi*L  adelphia,  but  that,  nevertheless,  the  inhabitants 
would  not  believe  it,  nor  would  the  militia,  as  was  expected, 
tuni  out  in  consequence  of  it.  Indeed,  for  some  weeks  past,  the 
rebel  army  in  the  country  round  here  have  been  very  busy  in 
celebrating  their  feux  de  joie  on  the  different  accounts  their 
leaders  have  pretended  to  receive,  of  victories  obtained  by  their 
northern  army  over  General  Burgoyne.  These  finesses,  in- 
tended to  delude  the  country,  and  to  keep  up  the  sinking  spirits 
of  their  army,  cannot  last  long,  but  must  in  the  end,  render 
their  general  oflicers  contemptible  in  their  own  army,  and  ex- 
asperate the  whole  country  against  them.' 

October  20. — Tins  morning  President  Hancock  took  leave 
of  the  Congress  in  the  following  speech  : — "  Gentlemen,  Friday 

Hancoek  leaves  ^ast  completed  two  years  and  five  months  since 
congress.      y()U  ^jj  me  ^\lQ  ]lonor  0f  electing  me  to  fill  this 

chair.  As  I  could  never  flatter  myself  your  choice  proceeded 
from  any  idea  of  my  abilities,  but  rather  from  a  partial  opinion 
of  my  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  America,  I  felt  myself 
under  the  strongest  obligations  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
office,  and  I  accepted  the  appointment  with  the  firmest  resolu- 
tion to  go  through  the  business  annexed  to  it  in  the  best  man- 
ner I  was  able.  Every  argument  conspired  to  make  me  exert 
myself,  and  I  endeavored  by  industry  and  attention  to  make 
up  for  every  other  deficiency.  As  to  my  conduct,  both  in  and 
out  of  Congress,  in  the  execution  of  your  business,  it  is  im- 
proper for  me  to  say  any  thing.  You  are  the  best  judges.  But 
I  think  I  shall  be  forgiven,  if  I  say  I  have  spared  no  pains, 

1  Rmngton's  Gazette,  November  8.      1  PennaylvanU  Ledger,  October  29. 
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expense,  or  labor,  to  gratify  your  wishes,  and  to  accomplish  the 
views  of  Congress.  My  health  being  much  impaired,  I  find 
some  relaxation  absolutely  necessary,  after  such  constant  ap- 
plication ;  I  must  therefore  request  your  indulgence  for  leave 
of  absence  for  two  months.  But  I  cannot  take  my  departure, 
gentlemen,  without  expressing  my  thanks  for  the  civility  and 
politeness  I  have  experienced  from  you.  It  is  impossible  to 
mention  this  without  a  heartfelt  pleasure.  If  in  the  course  of 
so  long  a  period  as  I  have  had  the  honor  to  fill  this  chair,  any 
expressions  may  have  dropped  from  me  that  may  have  given 
the  least  offence  to  any  member,  as  it  was  not  intentional,  so  I 
hope  his  candor  will  pass  it  over. 

"  May  every  happiness,  gentlemen,  attend  you  both  as  mem- 
bers of  this  House  and  as  individuals ;  and  I  pray  Heaven  that 
unanimity  and  perseverance  may  go  hand  in  hand  in  this 
House ;  and  that  every  thine  which  may  tend  to  distract  or  di- 
vide  your  councils  may  be  forever  banished."  1 

Deacon  Loudon*  has  taken  upon  himself  to  give  in  his  extra- 
ordinary Packet  a  garbled  account  of  the  late  squabble  among 
the  Congress  rapscallions,  which  terminated  in  nrtti»h  aeronnt  of 
Easy  John's  leaving  the  chair.  As  this  produc-  HBncock'9  speech, 
tion  is  calculated  to  mislead  the  public,  we  are  happy  to  pre- 
sent to  our  readers  a  statement  by  an  eye-witness,  who  has 
been  watching  the  Congress  6ince  it  left  Philadelphia : 

11  As  soon  as  the  rebels  learned  that  the  British  fleet  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Chesapeake,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  Congress 
for  an  adjournment  to  some  place  '  at  least  one  hundred  miles 
from  any  part  of  God's  kingdom  where  the  Brit  ish  mercenaries 
can  possibly  land,'  which,  after  some  rapturous  demonstrations, 
was  carried  nem.  con.  Immediately  the  Congress  commenced 
the  retreat,  leaving  old  nosey  Thomson'  to  pick  up  the  duds 
and  write  promises  to  pay  (when  the  Congress  should  return) 
the  Congress  debts.  In  the  flight,  as  in  the  rebellion,  Hancock, 
having  a  just  apprehension  of  the  vengeance  which  awaits 

•  Gordon,  ii.  296 :— On  the  1st  of  November,  Congress  elected  Henry  Laurena 
to  the  chair,  made  vacant  by  Hancock's  resignation. 

•  Editor  of  the  New  York  Packet.  *  Charles  Thomson. 
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him,  took  the  initiative  and  was  the  first  to  carry  out  the  letter 
of  the  motion  of  his  associates. 

"  In  four  days  they  met  at  York.  At  the  opening  of  the 
session,  the  President,  having  performed  his  journey  on  horse- 
back, and  much  more  like  an  express  than  a  lord,  was  unable  to 
take  his  seat,  and  for  several  days  the  chair  was  filled  by  a  pro 
tempore.  On  the  return  of  Hancock,  he  gave  many  indications 
of  the  intense  fright  lie  had  experienced,  and  was  observed  to 
assume  the  chair  with  more  than  usual  care  and  quiet  serious- 
ness; whether  from  soreness  or  a  desire  for  the  further  remove 
of  the  Congress,  his  best  friends  could  not  tell. 

"  Out  of  this  silent  discontent  murmurs  soon  sprung,  and  one 
day  before  the  dinner  hour  of  the  Congress,  he  ottered  a  motion 
that  1  this  body  do  adjourn  until  the  troops  under  the  Howes, 
now  pursuing  the  freemen  of  America,  retire  altogether  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.'  This  was  not  adopted.  Hancock 
then  arose  and  delivered  the  following,  which  is  a  fair  speci- 
men of  rebel  eloquence,  and  'much  to  the  pintf  as  the 
Yankee  parsons  say  : — 

"  Brethren,  freemen  and  legislators  : — It's  now  more'n 
two  years  sence  you  done  me  the  honor  of  puttin'  me  in  this 
seat,  which  however  humbly  I  have  filled  I  was  determined  to 
carry  out.  It's  a  responsible  situation,  and  I've  been  often 
awaken'd  of  nights  a  hearin'  them  reglars  a  comin'  for  my 
head.  I  can't  bear  it.  It's  worked  on  me,  and  already  I  feel  as 
though  I  was  several  years  older  than  I  was.  My  firmness, 
which  has  made  up  for  all  my  other  infirmities,  has  been  the 
cause  of  many  heartburnings,  which  I  am  sure  the  candor  of 
those  among  you  who  don't  like  it,  will  pass  over.  As  to  the 
execution  of  business,  I  have  spared  no  pains,  and  shall  return 
to  my  family  and  folks  with  that  satisfaction.  In  taking  leave 
of  you,  my  brethren,  let  me  wish  that  we  may  meet  soon  under 
the  glories  of  a  free,  but  British  government." 

After  requesting  the  Congress  to  pass  around  his  chair  and 
shake  his  hand,  the  afflicter  of  his  country  retired,  satisfied  as 
usual  with  himself  and  the  Congress,  who,  with  equal  satisfac- 
tion, welcomed  his  departure.1 

1  Rivington's  Gazette  Extraordinary,  December  21. 
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November  8. — At  Edmonton,  in  England,  on  Wednesday 
last,  a  gibbet  was  erected,  under  which  a  load  of  wood  was  laid, 
and  from  the  gibbet  hung  a  figure,  with  a  mask  for  a  face,  and 
on  its  breast  a  label,  with  this  inscription:  ''Washington, 
General  of  the  Americans :  "  and  in  the  evening  the  gibbet, 
and  the  general,  were  reduced  to  ashes.' 

November  10  .—Tins  day  the  Hessian  Licutenant-General 
Philip  De  lleister,  died  at  Cassel,  in  Germany,  in  the  sixty- 
first  year  of  his  age.  His  death  was  occasioned  by  an  inflam' 
mation  of  his  lungs,  which  carried  him  off  in  four  days.' 

November  20. — The  martial  spirit  winch  at  present  shines 
forth  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  city,  reflects  the 
highest  honor  upon  them,  and  is  at  once  a  proof  ^  ^ 
of  their  lovaltv  and  gratitude.  Ever  since  the 
arrival  of  the  King's  troops,  the  greatest  harmony  and  most 
cordial  friendship  have  subsisted  between  them  and  the  citizens, 
nor  has  the  martial  law  been  a  grievance  to  any.  None  have 
been  required  to  take  arms,  not  even  the  most  apostate  amongst 
those  who  have  taken  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation  and 
come  to  the  city  for  protection.  How  different  the  prospect 
if  we  look  where  "  fraud  prevails,  and  impious  men  bear  sway," 
and  where  the  wretched  inhabitants  have  been  dragged  to  the 
field  to  fight  against  the  most  glorious  constitution  in  the  uni- 
verse.  The  indulgence  of  the  commander-in-chief  has  prompt- 
ed the  principal  gentlemen,  inhabitants  of  this  city  and  refugees 
from  other  provinces,  to  form  themselves  into  independent  com- 
panies, twenty  of  which  are  nearly  completed. 

Last  Monday,  several  companies  of  them  paraded  on  the 
fields,  at  the  upper  end  of  Broadway,  headed  by  the  AVorship- 
ful  David  Matthews,  Esq.,  and  made  a  verv  fine     MntthPw*s . 
appearance.    These  companies,  together  with  the  co,,,,^*. 
militia,  will  greatly  add  to  the  strength  of  the  city,  and  relieve 
the  King's  troops,  who  may  be  employed  elsewhere.1 

1  Rivington'a  Gazette,  Jan.  3,  1778.       1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  March  4,  1778. 
•  Rivington's  Gazette,  November  22.     In  the  same  paper,  Kiviupton  con- 
tinues:— "Every  loyal  heart  must  have  been  delighted  with  the  first  appearance 
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This  day  arrived  at  Boston,  in  Massachusetts,  under  an 
escort  of  American  light  dragoons,  the  Honorable  John  Han- 
cock, Esq.,  President  of  the  American  Congress, 

John  Hancock.  *  ° 

and  first  major-general  of  the  militia  of  that  State. 
By  his  coming  into  town  sooner  than  was  expected,  he  avoided 
some  public  marks  of  respect  which  would  otherwise  have  been 
paid  him ;  his  arrival  was  made  known  by  ringing  the  bells, 
the  discharge  of  thirteen  cannon  of  Colonel  Craft's  park  of 
artillery  on  the  common,  the  cannon  on  the  fortress  on  Fort 
Hill,  and  the  shipping  in  the  harbor.  The  independent  and 
light  infantry  companies  paid  him  their  military  salutes.  He 
received  the  compliments  of  gentlemen  of  all  orders;  and 
every  indication  was  given  of  the  sense  the  public  has  of  his 
important  services  to  the  American  cause.' 

November  22. — A  gentleman  in  the  American  army  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  late  movements  of  the  British 
forces  on  and  about  the  Delaware  and  Schuvlkill  Rivers : 

About  the  12th  of  October,  the  British  erected  a  battery 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Schuylkill,  in  order  to  prevent  our  boats 

sip«o  of  £om£  that  river,  and  then  landed  a  large  body 
Fort  Mifflin.  Qf  tr<x>ps  on  Province  Island  opposite  Fort  Mifflin, 
with  intention  to  erect  batteries  against  that  fort. 

In  the  night  they  threw  up  one  battery  within  point  blank 


of  some  of  our  volunteer  companies  at  the  parade  on  Monday  Inst.  So  spirited  a 
beginning  gives  us  reason  to  flatter  ourselves  that  the  whole  will  soon  be  com- 
plete; and  as  the  body  of  the  militia  arc  subject  to  the  same  tour  of  duty,  every 
individual  must  be  induced  by  the  motives  of  greater  regularity,  to  associate  under 
some  of  the  different  captains,  appointed  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Tryon. 
When  the  several  companies  are  filled  we  shall  be  able  to  boast  of  a  militia,  (as 
they  will  be  united  by  the  noblest  motives,  the  interest  of  their  country  and  con- 
stitution,) whose  only  contention  will  be  to  be  most  forward  in  promoting  the 
safety  and  good  of  the  public. — A  band  of  brothers  connected  by  such  ties  must 
tend  to  awe  the  attempts  of  an  enemy  from  without,  and  to  frustrate  the  machi- 
nations of  villains  (if  any  such  there  be)  wittiin.  To  add  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
public,  we  have  the  pleasure  of  acquainting  them,  that  the  colonel  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  volunteer  battalion  appointed  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Tryon, 
are  men  of  approved  abilities,  uniting  the  fortitude  and  resolution  of  the  officer, 
with  the  milder  virtues  of  the  citizen." 
1  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  January  7,  1778. 
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shot  directly  opposite  to  the  fort,  which  was  attacked  the  next 
day  by  the  galleys,  who  kept  up  so  warm  a  fire  on  them  for  two 
hours,  that  one  captain,  one  lieutenant  and  ensign,  with  about 
eighty  men,  came  on  the  bank  with  a  flag,  clubbed  their  mus- 
kets, and  surrendered  themselves  prisoners ;  but  a  large  body 
of  fresh  men  coming  in  through  the  meadows  to  rescue  them, 
they  were  fired  at  from  the  block  house  at  Fort  Mifflin,  and 
many  of  those  who  had  submitted,  thinking  it  was  them,  ran 
off;  that  fifty-six  privates  with  Lieutenant  Finch  and  Ensign 
Hankey  were  brought  off.  On  the  next  day  the  galleys  at- 
tacked the  battery  again,  but  without  any  effect.  The  enemy 
now  threw  up  another  batteiy  on  the  hospital  wharf,  from 
which  they  fired  red  hot  shot,  and  kept  up  a  firing  every  day 
of  shells  and  red  hot  balls,  but  to  little  purpose,  having  since 
their  first  firing  to  the  9th  November  killed  but  two  men  and 
wounded  a  few,  though  they  had  thrown  some  thousand  shot 
and  shells.  On  Monday,  the  10th  of  November,  the  enemy  had 
completed  five  batteries,  one  on  the  hospital  wharf  above  men- 
tioned, one  on  the  wharf  below  that,  and  three  others,  one  just 
above  the  fort,  another  right  opposite,  and  the  third  a  little  be- 
low the  fort.  From  all  these,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, they  began  a  most  furious  cannonade,  with  shot,  shells,  and 
carcasses,  not  throwing  less  than  fifteen  hundred  of  them  a  day. 
Tuesday  morning  they  began  in  the  same  manner,  when  Cap- 
tain Treat  of  the  artillery,  a  brave  officer,  with  two  others,  were 
killed,  and  several  wounded ;  and  in  the  evening  Colonel 
Smith,  who  commanded  the  fort,  was  brought  off  wounded. 
Three  of  the  enemy's  ships  came  up  the  same  morning  a  little 
above  Mantua  Creek,  where  we  had  thrown  up  a  small  battery, 
but  had  that  day  no  guns  in  it,  and  kept  a  continual  fire  on  it 
for  some  hours,  without  the  least  damage  to  the  battery.  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday  the  cannonade  of  shells,  <fcc,  was  kept  up 
most  violently,  which  tore  the  stockades,  barracks,  &c,  all  to 
pieces,  and  dismounted  and  broke  many  of  our  guns.  Friday 
the  fire  was  also  very  hot,  and  the  Vigilant  galley,  which  had 
been  cut  down  and  carried  sixteen  twenty-four  pounders,  got 
behind  Hog  Island  designing  to  get  up  to  Fort  Mifflin,  but 
could  not  do  it  that  day.   Saturday  the  15th  we  got  three  guns 
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in  the  battery  mentioned  above,  and  that  morning  the  Somerset 
of  sixty-four  guns,  the  Isis,  and  another  fifty-gun  ship,  two 
large  frigates,  and  a  galley  they  brought  from  New  York  eame 
up  within  reach  of  Fort  Mifflin,  when  the  battery  began  firing 
on  them.  This  drew  the  fire  from  all  the  men-of-war,  which 
was  incessant ;  so  that  from  the  cannonade  on  the  fort  and  the 
fire  from  the  enemy,  there  was  one  continual  roar  of  cannon. 
The  wind  was  high,  and  directly  against  the  galleys,  which 
prevented  them  from  getting  to  action  for  some  time.  In  the 
afternoon  the  Vigilant  got  through  close  up  to  Fort  Mifflin 
and  fired  most  furiously  on  it.  The  commodore  sent  over  six 
galleys  to  attack  her ;  but  she  lay  so  covered  by  the  enemy's 
batteries  that  it  could  not  be  done  to  any  purpose.  The  other 
galleys  with  the  floating  batteries,  were  engaged  with  the  ships; 
and  such  a  cannonade,  I  believe,  was  never  seen  in  America. 
It  continued  till  the  evening,  when  all  the  ships  fell  down  and 
the  firing  ceased  except  from  the  Vigilant  and  the  batteries 
on  Province  Island  against  Fort  Mifflin,  which  was  by  this 
time  torn  all  to  pieces,  having  scarce  a  stockade  standing,  the 
block  houses  almost  beat  down,  and  every  gun  dismounted  or 
broken.  It  now  being  found  impossible  to  defend  it  any  longer, 
Major  Thayer,  who  for  some  days  had  so  bravely  defended  it, 
about  eleven  o'clock  at  night  set  fire  to  the  remains  of  the  bar- 
racks and  brought  off  his  garrison.  Thus  fell  Fort  Mifflin  after 
a  close  siege  of  near  one  month,  in  which  time  we  had  on  board 
the  galleys  only  thirty-eight  men  killed  and  wounded. 

Sunday  and  Monday  the  enemy  were  quite  still,  and  on 
Tuesday  the  18th,  in  the  morning,  a  large  number  of  transports 
with  troops  from  New  York  came  up  to  Billingsport  and 
landed  their  men ;  and  General  Cornwall  is  came  over  from 
Pennsylvania  with  a  number  more,  in  order  to  attack  the  fort 
at  Ked  Bank,  where  we  had  not  men  sufficient  to  hold  a  siege. 
In  council  it  was  thought  best  that  it  should  be  evacuated,  and 
on  Thursday  evening  the  fort  was  blown  up,  and  the  garrison, 
with  the  ammunition,  went  off. 

Our  little  fleet  was  now  to  be  preserved ;  and  in  consultation 
with  the  land  and  sea  officers,  it  was  agreed  that  it  should,  if 
possible,  pass  by  Philadelphia  and  go  up  the  river.  Accord- 
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ingly,  on  "Wednesday  night,  the  commodore  ordered  the  thirteen 
galleys  to  pass  close  under  the  Jersey  shore,  which  they  all  did 
without  a  6hot  heing  fired  at  them.  It  being  quite  calm,  the 
top-sail  vessels  could  not  attempt  it.  Friday  morning,  before 
day,  it  still  being  calm,  the  brig  Convention,  Captain  Kice,  the 
schooner  Delaware,  Captain  Eyres,  with  six  of  the  shallops,  set 
off  to  get  by,  which  they  all  did,  through  an  exceeding  hot  fire 
of  shells  and  shot,  except  the  Delaware  and  one  shallop,  which 
were  run  aground  and  set  on  fire.  Finding  that  all  the  troops 
were  gone,  and  that  there  was  no  wind  to  carry  the  continental 
vessels  by,  it  was  thought  better  to  set  them  on  fire,  than  to  let 
them  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands ;  and  the  same  morning  before 
day,  the  brig  Andria  Doria,  the  xebecks,  Repulse  and  Cham- 
pion, the  sloops  Racehorse  and  Champion,  with  the  two  float- 
ing batteries  and  three  fire-ships,  were  accordingly  set  on  fire 
and  destroyed.' 

December  1. — We  hear  from  London,  that  a  treaty  is  to  be 
concluded  with  Russia  for  taking  thirty-six  thousand  Russians 
into  pay ;  and  with  the  King  of  Prussia,  but  the 
contents  are  not  known.  It  is  not  for  a  body  of 
his  troops  ;  but  twelve  thousand  more  Hessians,  "Wurtemburg- 
ers,  Palatines,  and  Mecklenburgers,  are  agreed  for.  Four  and 
twenty  new  regiments  are  to  be  raised  in  England  and  Ireland 
of  five  hundred  men  each,  so  that  the  army  in  America,  next 
campaign,  will  not  be  short  of  eighty  thousand  men.' 

It  is  observable  that  at  the  opening  of  every  campaign  in 
the  spring,  the  British  plunderers,  and  their  Tory  emissaries, 
announce  the  total  reduction  of  America  before  the 
winter.   In  the  fall  they  find  themselves  as  remote 

w 

from  their  purpose  as  they  were  in  the  spring ;  and  then  we 
are  threatened  with  innumerable  hosts  from  Russia  and  Ger- 
many, who  will  utterly  extirpate  us  the  ensuing  summer,  or 
reduce  us  to  the  most  abject  submission.  They  have  so  beat 
this  beaten  track,  that  for  mere  sake  of  variety,  I  would  advise 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  December  5.  1  Same. 
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them  to  explore  a  new  road  ;  and  not  compel  ns  to  nauseate  a 
falsehood,  not  only  because  we  know  it  to  be  one,  but  for  its 
perpetual  repetition  without  the  least  variation  or  alternity. 
According  to  custom,  therefore,  the  new  lie  (that  is  the  old  he 
reiterated)  for  next  summer  is,  that  we  are  to  bo  devoured, 
bones  and  all,  by  thirty-six  thousand  Russians;  besides  some- 
thing or  other  that  is  to  be  done  to  us  by  the  King  of  Prussia. 
What  this  is  to  be,  is  still  a  profound  secret ;  but  as  it  will 
doubtless  be  something  very  extraordinary,  and  it  being  impos- 
sible to  conceive  what  else  he  can  do  to  us,  after  we  are  swal- 
lowed by  the  Russians,'  he  is  probably,  by  some  political 
emetic  or  other,  to  bring  us  up  again.  I  should  think,  in  com- 
mon complaisance  to  human  reason,  that  absurdities  so  gross, 
and  figments  so  destitute  of  probabilitv.  could  onlv  deceive 
those  who  choose  to  be  deceived.  The  Empress  of  Russia, 
though  a  sovereign  in  petticoats,  knows  too  well  that  the  true 
riches  of  a  nation  consist  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  to 
suffer  such  a  number  of  her  inhabitants  to  be  knocked  in  the 
head  in  America,  for  the  sake  of  facilitating  the  frantic  project 
of  a  more  southern  potentate  in  breeches,  deluded  by  a  blun- 
dering ministry,  and  the  universal  derision  of  Europe.  It  is  her 
interest  (and  I  shall  wonder  if  ever  princes  proceed  upon  any 
other  principle,  before  the  commencement  of  the  millennium) 
to  have  America  dismembered  from  Great  Britain,  which  must 
of  necessity  reduce  the  naval  power  of  the  latter,  and  make 
Russia  a  full  match  for  her  on  the  ocean.  And  as  for  the  King 
of  Prussia,  considering  that  there  never  was  any  love  lost  be- 
tween him  and  the  family  of  Brunswick,  and  that  he  has  long 
been  jealous  of  the  maritime  strength  of  Britain,  these  artifices 
of  fraud  might,  with  equal  plausibility,  have  introduced  the 
Emperor  of  Japan  as  entering  into  leagues  and  alliances  with 
our  late  master  at  St.  James.  It  is  nothing  but  an  impudent 
forgery  from  first  to  last,  and  merely  fabricated  to  restore  to 
their  natural  shape  and  features,  the  crest-fallen  countenances 
of  the  Tories,  and  if  possible,  to  intimidate  the  genuine  sons  of 
America.  The  utmost  they  can  do,  they  have  already  done ; 
and  are  this  moment  as  far  from  any  prospect  of  subjecting  ns 
to  the  dominion  of  Britain,  as  they  were  in  the  ridiculous  hour 
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in  which  General  Gage  first  arrived  in  Boston.  This  is  no 
secret  with  those  who  have  the  management  of  their  armies  in 
America,  how  greatly  soever  the  nation  itself  may  be  deluded 
by  the  pompous  accounts  of  their  progress.  But  whatever  be- 
comes of  Old  England  at  last,  these  gentlemen  are  sure  of  accu- 
mulating immense  wealth  during  the  war ;  and  are  therefore  de- 
termined to  keep  up  the  delusion  as  long  as  possible.  Burgoyne 
is  the  only  one  of  any  distinction,  who  has  virtue  enough  to 
own  the  truth ;  and  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  he  has  frank- 
ly declared,  that  lie  was  most  egregiously  deceived  in  the 
Americans,  that  he  had  been  led  to  believe  they  would  never 
come  to  bayoneting,  that  they  behaved  with  the  greatest  in- 
trepidity in  attacking  intrenchmcnts,  that  although  a  regi- 
ment of  his  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  displayed,  in  an  en- 
gagement with  Colonel  Morgan's  battalion  of  riflemen,  the 
most  astonishing  gallantry,  Morgan  exceeded  them  in  dexterity 
and  generalship,  and  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  ever  to  con- 
quer America.1 

December  9. — A  correspondent  in  London  writing  under 
this  date,  6ays : — "  The  account  of  General  Burgoyne's  treaty 
with  Mr.  Gates,  arriving  when  the  two  Houses  uBnnrovn(>-,  ^ 
of  Parliament  were  sitting,  and  in  the  warmth  feat "  *l  Lon Jon- 
of  high  debate,  the  friends  of  government  were  much  con- 
founded and  staggered  by  such  a  shock ;  but  you  cannot  im- 
agine how  furiously,  illiberally,  and  indecently  opposition 
triumphed  on  the  occasion,  opening  and  roaring  like  so  many 
bull  dogs  against  administration.  The  King,  God  bless  him, 
for  we  never  had  a  better  one,  and  no  other  nation  had  ever 
so  good  a  one,  who  feels  every  calamity  and  misfortune  of  his 
people,  was  greatly  affected ;  but,  with  that  magnanimity 
which  distinguishes  his  character,  he  soon  declared  that  such  a 
cause  could  never  be  given  up,  that  this  loss  must  be  retrieved 
by  greater  and  more  vigorous  exertions,  and  that  he  would 
even  'sell  JIanover  and  all  his  private  estate,  be/ore  he  would 


1  Hortentiua,  (Gorernor  William  Lmngston,)  in  the  New  Jersey  Gazette,  De- 
cember 24. 
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desert  the  cause  of  his  loyal  American  subjects,  who  had  suffer- 
ed so  much  for  him.1 

u  In  two  or  three  days  the  nation  recovered  from  its  6nrprise, 
and  now  is  ready  to  support  the  King  and  his  ministers  in  the 
proper  and  vigorous  use  of  such  means  as  are  adequate  to  the 
great  end  of  reducing  the  revolted  colonies  to  a  constitutional 
subordination.  Many  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  have 
spoken  to  this  effect  with  great  spirit,  and  one  member  of  the 
Commons,  Mr.  Cambridge,  said  that  he  would  part  with  reluc- 
tance with  one  shilling  in  the  pound  towards  raising  another 
army  of  ten  thousand  men  for  America,  yet  he  would  cheer- 
fully pay  twelve  shillings  in  the  pound  towards  an  additional 
army  of  sixty  thousand  men."  1 

December  10. — On  the  night  of  the  fourth  instant,  the  Brit- 
ish army,  distressed  for  want  of  "  elbow  room,"  marched  from 
Bkirmuh  at  Philadelphia  with  an  avowed  intention  of  obliging 
wi.it,tm,r,iu  t]lc  American  army  to  quit  their  post  at  White- 
marsh,  and  driving  them  back  into  the  country.  Early  on  Fri- 
day morning,  they  posted  themselves  strongly  on  the  heights 
of  Chestnut  hill,  about  two  miles  in  front  of  the  right  wing  of 
our  army.  "While  they  lay  here,  General  Irvine,  with  a  body 
of  militia,  attacked  a  party  of  their  light  troops  which  were  a 
little  advanced  in  front  of  their  encampment.  The  skirmish 
was  pretty  warm,  and  the  enemy  being  reinforced,  our  militia 
were  obliged  to  retreat  in  some  confusion.  Unfortunately 
General  Irvine  was  wounded  in  the  hand  and  thrown  from  his 
horse,  by  which  means  he  was  made  prisoner.  The  enemy  had 
a  number  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  latter  was  Sir  James 
Murray,  a  captain  of  the  light  infantry.  Having  reconnoitred 
our  right  sufficiently,  and  not  liking  its  appearance  of  strength, 
on  Saturday  night  they  silently  filed  off  to  our  left,  leaving  a 
party  behind  them  to* keep  up  their  fires.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ing they  took  post  on  Edge  Hill,  in  front  of  our  left.  In  the 
afternoon,  Colonel  Morgan  with  his  light  corps  fell  in  with  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy,  attacked  them  with  spirit,  and  did 


'  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  March  7,  1778. 
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great  exocntion.  Burgoyne's  grasshoppers1  galled  them  ex- 
tremely. The  next  day  the  enemy  suddenly  retired,  and  before 
we  could  expect  such  a  thing  from  these  braggadoeios,  they 
were  on  full  march  for  Philadelphia. 

This  expedition  has  only  served  to  discover  the  weakness 
and  cruelty  of  the  British  army.  Whenever  they  inarched  it 
was  in  the  night ;  whenever  they  halted  they  took  post  on  the 
strongest  grounds ;  wherever  they  came  they  plundered  the 
miserable  inhabitants  without  respect  of  persons.  Those  mer- 
ciful considerations  which  should  influence  us  in  our  treatment 
of  our  worst  enemies,  found  no  place  among  them.  The  poor, 
the  widow,  the  fatherless  children  were  stripped  of  their  all, 
even  without  leaving  them  bread  to  eat,  or  clothes  enough  to 
cover  them.  Did  they  who  talk  of  British  mercy  and  protec- 
tion but  see  those  unhappy  sufferers  ! 1 

Dkcember  31. — Tite  neglect  of  some  of  the  people  of  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania,  to  supply  clothing  and  necessaries  to  the 
army  at  Valley  Forge,  in  accordance  with  the  late  requisition 
made  by  General  Washington,  creates  much  comment.1 

Among  the  suggestions  for  relief  is  the  following  by  Gov- 
ernor Livingston,  published  in  this  day's  gazette : — "  1  am  afraid 
that  while  we  arc  employed  in  furnishing  our 
battalions  with  clothing,  we  forget  the  county 
of  Bergen,  which  alone  is  sufficient  amply  to  provide  them 
with  winter  waistcoats  and  breeches,  from  the  redundance  and 
superfluity  of  certain  woollen  habits,  which  are  at  present  ap- 
plied to  no  kind  of  use  whatsoever.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
rural  ladies  in  that  part  of  New  Jersey,  pride  themselves  in  an 
incredible  number  of  petticoats  ;  which,  like  house  furniture, 
are  displayed  by  way  of  ostentation,  for  many  years  before 
they  are  decreed  to  invest  the  fair  bodies  of  the  proprietors. 
Till  that  period  they  are  never  worn,  but  neatly  piled  up  on 
each  side  of  an  immense  escritoire,  the  top  of  which  is  deco- 

1  These  are  two  light  threc-poundere,  made  of  wrought  iron,  and  manageable 
with  a  very  few  hands.    They  were  taken  at  Saratoga. 

•  New  Jersey  Gazette,  December  24.  »  Letter  of  Francis  Mercer. 
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rated  with  a  most  capacious  brass-clasped  Bible,  seldom  read. 
What  I  would,  therefore,  humbly  propose  to  our  superiors,  is 
to  make  prize  of  these  future  female  habiliments,  and,  after 
proper  transformation,  immediately  apply  them  to  screen  from 
the  inclemencies  of  the  weather  those  gallant  males  who  are 
now  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  their  country.  And  to  clear 
this  measure  from  every  imputation  of  injustice,  I  have  only 
to  observe,  that  the  generality  of  the  women  in  that  county, 
having  for  above  a  century  worn  the  breecheSy  it  is  highly 
reasonable  that  the  men  should  now,  and  especially  upon  so 
important  an  occasion,  make  booty  of  the  petticoats."  1 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  December  2L 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

January  1. — At  the  opening  of  the  last  year,  the  Ameri- 
can cause  wore  a  sickly  aspect.  The  Continental  army,  reduced 
to  an  inconsiderable  body,  retired  as  fast  as  the  9tftU>of  Affalra 
enemy  advanced;  and  a  vast  tract  of  country,  ,n AuRric*- 
from  the  Hudson  River  to  the  Delaware,  lay  exposed  to  the 
ravages  of  aninsulting  foe.  Roused  at  length  from  the  leth- 
argy which  at  tirst  seemed  to  seize  them,  the  militia  poured 
in  to  the  assistance  of  General  Washington,  and  gave  his 
little  army  an  appearance  of  numbers.  The  fortunate  surpri- 
sal  of  the  Hessians,  and  the  brilliant  manoeuvre  at  Princeton, 
first  checked  the  current  of  misfortune,  and  gave  the  tide  of 
affairs  a  contrary  direction.  General  Howe,  confining  himself 
to  the  narrow  limits  of  Brunswick  and  Amboy,  suffered  us  to 
invest  him  with  a  handful  of  militia.  The  States  wisely  im- 
proved the  breathing  spell  which  Heaven  lent  them ;  and  such 
were  the  exertions  of  the  winter,  that,  before  the  British  army 
took  the  field,  we  had  a  respectable  force  on  foot.  A  force, 
part  of  which,  assisted  by  the  gallant  militia  of  New  York  and 
New  England,  hath  destroyed  their  northern  army  ;  while  the 
residue,  though  unable  to  stop  the  progress  of  General  Howe, 
hath  nevertheless  fought  him  bravely,  and  even  now  limits  his 
conquests  to  "just  so  much  territory  as  he  can  command  with 
the  mouths  of  his  cannon."  It  is  true  the  British  are  in  pos- 
session of  the  first  city  on  the  continent ;  the  loss  is  deeply  felt 
by  the  unhappy  citizens.  But  America  disdains  to  6ay  she 
suffers  by  the  event. 

Thus  the  new  year  opens  favorably  upon  us,  but  what  its 
34 
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future  complexion  will  be,  depends  upon  the  manner  in  whhh 
we  employ  the  present  winter.  Heaven  hath  indeed  smiled 
upon  us;  but  some  drops  of  bitterness  hath  been  kindly  min- 
gled in  the  cup  of  joy,  lest  the  draught  should  intoxicate  and 
lull  us  to  sleep.  Our  successes  encourage  tho  most  sanguine 
hopes;  our  losses  forbid  the  least  presumption.  The  power  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  resources  of  Britain,  are  not  to  be  despised  ; 
and  if  prosperity  betrays  us  into  security,  if  we  think  the  work 
is  done,  and  become  remiss  in  our  exertions,  our  successes  have 
only  smoothed  the  way  to  destruction,  and  the  laurels  which 
entwine  our  brows  serve  but  as  ornaments  to  deck  us  for  the 
sacrifice. 

Hitherto  the  regular  force  which  we  have  kept  on  foot  hath 
been  no  ways  proportionate  to  the  strength  of  the  States,  or 
the  importance  of  the  object  it  was  raised  to  secure.  It  would 
have  been  useless  to  have  had  more  men  in  the  field  than  we 
could  supply  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  military  stores ; 
hence  our  operations  against  the  enemy's  main  army  have 
been  feeble  and  indecisive;  and  the  general,  checking  the  im- 
pulses of  his  own  gallant  and  enterprising  spirit,  has  been 
obliged  to  consult  the  safety  of  America  by  protraction  and 
delay.  But,  through  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  we  can  now  arm 
thousands  with  muskets  of  the  best  kind,  and  of  one  calibre; 
we  have  artillery,  ammunition,  and  camp  eipiipage  in  abun- 
dance, and  can  feed  and  pay  our  troops  without  difficulty. 
The  period  is  therefore  arrived,  when,  by  arming  our  beloved 
general  with  the  united  force  of  the  States,  we  shall  enable 
him  to  take  the  field  with  a  superiority  of  strength,  and  which 
will  insure  him  all  those  advantages  (and  they  are  neither  few 
nor  small)  which  assailants  over  have  over  those  who  act  on 
the  defensive. 

This  can  only  be  done  by  immediately  filling  up  the  Con- 
tinental regiments,  and  whatever  mode  the  States  devise  for 
raising  men,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  it  be  speedily 
adopted  and  vigorously  pursued.  The  present  winter  is 
worth  millions  to  America,  and  if  she  idles  it  away,  her  folly 
will  be  without  a  parallel.  We  have  every  argument  that  can 
work  upon  our  hopes  and  fears,  to  excite  us  to  the  most  stren- 
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uous  exertions.  Peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  lie  before  113  as  the 
reward  of  our  exertions.  Infamy,  distress,  and  all  that  we 
have  felt  and  feared  from  the  tyranny  of  Britain,  may  be  the 
consequence  of  supineness  and  inaction.  The  main  army  of 
the  enemv  is  in  our  country,  and  still  formidable.  Britain, 
enraged  at  the  loss  of  her  northern  army,  will  exert  her  utmost 
power,  and  having  no  troops  in  Canada  to  reinforce,  will  direct 
her  undivided  strength  against  the  Middle  States.  "We,  too, 
thank  Heaven,  can  meet  them  with  an  undivided  army ;  but 
we  must  increase  its  numbers  to  insure  its  success. 

Let  us,  then,  make  one  general  and  mighty  effort ;  and  if 
we  can  but  rouse  the  unwieldy  strength  of  these  States,  and 
bring  their  united  force  against  the  enemy,  the  contest  will  at 
once  be  over,  and  the  footsteps  of  tyranny  shall  never  mark 
this  land  of  freedom  more.1 

A  late  London  paper  has  the  following  article,  which  may 
perhaps  account  for  Silas  Deane's  unexpected  arrival  from 
France,  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire: — "They  write  from 
Paris,  that  Silas  Deane  meets  with  repeated  insults  every  time 
he  goes  through  the  streets  of  that  city,  and  is  pointed  at  by  the 
populace  as  one  of  the  wretches  who  meditated  the  ruin  of  his 
country,  by  the  basest  stratagems.  The  old  fox,  Franklin,  se- 
cures himself  from  similar  treatment,  by  silence  and  seclusion."1 

January  0. — Philadelphia  has  been  entertained  with  a 
most  astonishing  instance  of  the  activity,  bravery,  and  military 
skill  of  the  royal  navy  of  Great  Britain.  The  affair  j^,,.  of  tho 
is  somewhat  particular,  and  deserves  notice.  K***- 
Some  time  last  week,  two  boys  observed  a  kejr  of  a  singular 
construction,  floating  in  the  river  opposite  to  the  city  ;  they  got 
into  a  small  boat,  and  attempting  to  take  up  the  keg,  it  burst 
with  a  great  explosion,  and  blew  up  the  unfortunate  boys. 
Yesterday,  several  kegs  of  a  like  construction  made  their  ap- 
pearance. An  alarm  was  immediately  spread  through  the 
city ;  various  reports  prevailed,  filling  the  city  and  the  royal 

'  "  Adolphtin,"  in  tho  New  Jersey  Gazette,  January  21. 
•  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  January  3. 
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troops  with  consternation.  Some  reported  that  the  kegs  were 
filled  with  armed  rebels,  who  were  to  issue  forth  in  the  dead 
of  night,  as  the  Grecians  did  of  old  from  their  wooden  horse  at 
the  siege  of  Troy,  and  take  the  city  by  surprise ;  asserting  that 
they  had  seen  the  points  of  their  bayonets  through  the  bung- 
holes  of  the  kegs.  Others  said  they  were  charged  with  the 
most  inveterate  combustibles,  to  be  kindled  by  secret  machine- 
ry, and  setting  the  whole  Delaware  in  flames,  were  to  consume 
all  the  shipping  in  the  harbor ;  whilst  others  asserted  that  they 
were  constructed  by  art  magic,  would  of  themselves  ascend  the 
wharves  in  the  night  time,  and  roll  all  flaming  through  the 
streets  of  the  city,  destroying  every  thing  in  their  way.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is  that  the  shipping  in  the  harbor,  and 
all  the  wharves  in  the  city  were  fully  manned,  the  battle  be- 
gan, and  it  was  surprising  to  behold  the  incessant  blaze  that 
was  kept  up  against  the  enemy,  the  kegs.  Both  officers  and 
men  exhibited  the  most  unparalleled  skill  and  bravery  on  the 
occasion;  whilst  the  citizens  stood  gazing  as  solemn  witnesses 
of  their  prowess.  From  the  Roebuck  and  other  ships  of  war, 
whole  broadsides  were  poured  into  the  Delaware.  In  short, 
not  a  wandering  ship,  stick,  or  drift  log,  but  felt  the  vigor  of 
the  British  arms.  The  action  began  about  sunrise,  and  would 
have  been  completed  with  great  success  by  noon,  had  not  an 
old  market  woman  coming  down  the  river  with  provisions, 
unfortunately  let  a  small  keg  of  butter  fall  overboard,  which 
(as  it  was  then  ebb)  floated  down  to  the  scene  of  action.  At 
sight  of  this  unexpected  reinforcement  of  the  enemy,  the  battle 
was  renewed  with  fresh  fury,  and  the  firing  was  incessant  till 
the  evening  closed  the  affair.  The  kegs  were  either  totally  de- 
molished or  obliged  to  fly,  as  none  of  them  have  shown  their 
heads  since.  It  is  said  his  Excellency,  Lord  Howe,  has  de- 
spatched a  swift  sailing  packet  with  an  account  of  this  victory 
to  the  court  of  London.  In  a  word,  Monday,  the  fifth  of  Jan- 
uary, 1778,  must  ever  be  distinguished  in  history  for  the  mem- 
orable Battle  of  the  Kegs.' 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Philadelphia  In  the  Now  Jersey  Gazette,  January  21. 
A  writer  in  the  Pennsylvania  Lodger,  of  February  11,  nays,  in  reference  to  this 
event "The  town  of  Philadelphia  not  being  as  fully  acquainted  with  the  subject 
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A  correspondent,  who  wishes  to  have  a  spirit  of  activity 
and  enterprise  encouraged  in  the  American  army,  has  furnished 
us  with  the  following  anecdote,  which  may  be  depended  upon : 
"A  troop  of  dragoons  in  Colonel  Bland's  regiment,  seldom 
having  more  than  twenty-five  men  and  horses  lit  for  duty,  has, 
since  the  first  of  August  last,  taken  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  British  and  Hessian  privates,  besides  four  commissioned 
officers,  with  the  loss  of  only  one  horse.  This  gallant  corps  is 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Lee,  Lieutenant  Lindsay,  and 
Cornet  Peyton,  whose  merits  and  services,  it  is  hoped,  will 
not  be  passed  unnoticed  or  unrewarded." 1 

An  irreconcilable  difference  has  certainly  taken  place  be- 
twixt those  eminent  worthies,  John  Ilancock  and  Samuel 
Adams,  Enquires.  Fortune,  in  one  of  her  highest  frolics, 
elevated  those  malignant  stars  to  the  zenith  of  power.  The 
baneful  influence  of  their  conjunction  in  the  western  political 
hemisphere  has  produced  direful  effects ;  but  when  the  lunacy 
of  the  former  is  separated  from  the  villanies  of  the  latter,  the 
deluge  of  destruction  that  was  certainly,  though  slowly,  rolling 
after  them,  will  rapidly  come  on  and  overwhelm  them  and 
their  infatuated  votaries  in  prodigious  ruin.' 

"We  are  told  in  the  Philadelphia  papers,  that  General  Lord 

of  the  letter  taken  from  a  Burlington  paper,  as  the  ingenious  author  would  have  his 
readers  believe  them  to  be,  it  may  be  necessary  to  relate  to  them  the  fact.  At 
the  time  it  happened  it  was  so  trifling  as  not  to  be  thought  worthy  of  notice  in 
this  paper;  and  we  do  not  doubt  but  our  readers  will  allow  this  letter-writer  full 
credit  for  the  fertility  of  his  invention.  The  case  was,  that  on  the  fifth  of  January 
last,  a  barrel  of  an  odd  appearance  came  floating  down  the  Delaware,  opposite 
the  town,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  some  boys,  who  went  in  pursuit  of  it,  and 
had  scarcely  got  possession  of  it  when  it  blew  up,  and  either  killed  or  injured  one 
or  more  of  them.  So  far  the  matter  was  serious,  and  the  fellow  who  invented  the 
mischief  may  quit  his  conscience  of  the  murder  or  injury  done  the  lads,  as  well 
as  he  can.  Some  days  after,  a  few  others  of  much  the  same  appearance,  and 
some  in  the  form  of  buoys,  came  floating  in  like  manner,  and  a  few  guns  were, 
we  believe,  fired  at  them  from  some  of  the  transports  lying  along  the  wharves. 
Other  than  this  no  notice  was  taken  of  them,  except,  indeed,  by  our  author,  whose 
imagination,  perhaps,  as  fertile  as  his  invention,  realised  to  himself  in  the  frenzy 
of  his  enthusiasm  the  matters  he  has  set  forth." 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  January  14.         •  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  March  7. 
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Cornwall*. s  embarked  for  England.  "  It  is  an  undoubted  fact," 
Bays  a  correspondent,  44  that  he  lias  embarked  for  England  in  a 
leaden  coffin,  a  sample  of  the  vigor  of  the  American  arms. 
"We  hope  to  pay  oft*  all  our  English  debts  by  the  like  remit- 
tances." 1 


January  20. — Yesterday,  died,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of 
his  age,  Francis  Furgler,  the  hermit,  who  existed  alone  twenty- 
Furgiertbe    ^ve  )'ears' m  a  thick  wood  about  four  miles  from 

Hermit  Burlington,  in  New  Jersey,  through  all  the  in- 
clemencies  of  the  season,  without  fire,  in  a  cell  made  by  the 
side  of  an  old  log  in  form  of  a  small  oven,  not  high  or  long 
enough  to  stand  upright  in  or  lie  extended.  His  recluse  man- 
ner of  living  excited  the  curiosity  of  strangers,  by  whom  he 
was  often  visited.  His  reasons  for  thus  excluding  himself 
from  human  society  we  believe  he  never  communicated  to  any 
person  in  these  parts ;  but  it  is  thought  he  meant  by  it  to  do 
penance  for  crimes  committed  in  his  own  country,  for  he  was  a 
man  subject  to  violent  passions.  He  subsisted  upon  nuts,  and 
the  charity  of  people  in  the  neighborhood.  From  whence  he 
came,  or  who  he  was,  nobody  could  find  out;  but  appeared 
to  be,  by  his  dialect,  a  German :  yet  he  spoke  that  language 
imperfectly,  either  through  design,  or  from  a  defect  in  his  in- 
tellect. Just  before  his  death  a  friend  carried  him  a  little 
nourishment,  of  which  he  partook,  earnestly  praying  for  his 
dissolution,  and  would  not  suffer  himself  to  be  removed  to  a 
more  comfortable  dwelling.  Next  morning  he  was  found  dead 
in  his  cell,  with  a  crucifix  and  a  brass  fish  by  his  side ;  and  to- 
day lie  was  decently  interred  in  Friend's  burying  j^lace  at 
Mount  Holly.* 

1  esterday,  being  the  anniversarv  of  the  birth  of  her  roval 
Majesty,  the  queen,  the  same  was  celebrated  with  great  rejoic- 
ing in  Xow  York.    A  correspondent  in  Rivington's  Gazette, 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  January  14.  We  hear  that  on  Friday  la«t,  Lord  Corn- 
wallia,  General  Cliveland,  Sir  George  Oaborne,  and  the  Reverend  Jacob  Duche, 
nailed  from  Philadelphia  for  England— New  Jcrty  Gazette,  December  24,  1777. 

•  New  Jersey  Gazette,  January  28. 
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gives  the  following  account  of  the  evening's  entertainment : 
"  As  the  loyalty  even  of  individuals  ought  at  this  time  to  be 
properly  encouraged,  vou  will  infinitely  oblige  Que«  n  <  nirth<i«y 

i  it  1*1  «  "i  i  c«  l<  brut.  <1  in 

the  public  and  a  number  ot  your  readers,  by  >«-•»-  York, 
inserting  a  description  of  the  grand  and  elegant  illuminations 
at  the  King's  Head  Tavern,  on  last  evening,  in  honor  of  her 
Majesty's  birthday;  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  public,  as 
Messrs.  Loosely  and  Elms  have  ever  shown  their  attachment 
to  the  British  government,  and  a  detestation  of  the  present 
rebellion,  that  through  the  channel  of  your  much  esteemed 
paper  their  conduct  may  be  known  and  approved  of  in  Eu- 
rope, as  well  as  by  the  loyalists  in  New  York.  The  tavern 
was  illuminated  with  upwards  of  two  hundred  wax  lights.  In 
the  centre  were  the  royal  arms  of  Great  Britain,  and  above  it, 
statues  of  the  present  King  and  Queen  under  a  canopy  of  state 
elegantly  decorated,  which  shone  like  their  Majesties'  virtues — 
conspicuous  to  the  world.  The  view  of  the  reduction  of  Mud 
Fort  (on  one  side)  by  his  Majesty's  ships,  Roebuck  and  Vigi- 
lant, gave  that  joy  which  Britons  always  feel  on  the  success 
and  honor  of  their  country.  On  the  other  side,  their  generous 
indignation  was  roused  by  a  view  of  those  men  (the  Congress) 
whose  ambition  has  almost  ruined  this  once  happy  country, 
and  reduced  its  inhabitants  to  the  greatest  distress.  It  was 
very  aprons  of  the  painter  to  place  the  devil  at  the  president's 
elbow,  who  tells  him  to  persevere  with  so  significant  a  grin  as 
seems  to  indicate  his  having  no  manner  of  doubt  of  their 
making  his  house  their  home  in  the  infernal  regions.  The 
statue  of  Mr.  Pitt,  without  its  head,  was  placed  near  the  Con- 
gress, as  being  one  of  their  kidney,  and  gave  a  hint  of  what 
ought  long  ago  to  have  been  done.  The  verses  over  the  tavern 
door  were  very  proper  on  the  occasion,  and  well  illuminated. 
In  short,  every  thing  was  well  conducted,  and  the  tout  ensemhle 
had  really  a  line  effect ;  much  is  due  to  Messrs.  Loosely  and 
Elms  for  their  patriotic  spirit,  which  merits  the  approbation 
of  every  man  who  is  a  friend  to  his  King  and  country." 1 

*  Rivington'a  Gazette,  January  24. 
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January  21. — Captain  Lee,1  who  lias  for  some  time  past 
been  posted  at  Valley  Forge  with  his  troops,  has  added  an- 
Attempt  u,  Mir-  other  cubit  to  his  fame.  General  Howe,  longing 
Pri««  cu|>uin  Lev.  t(>  ro|,  tnu  Americans  of  this  gallant  young  officer, 
whose  attention  in  observing  his  motions,  and  address  in  sur- 
prising his  parties  perplexed  him  so  much  the  last  campaign, 
detached  a  large  body  of  horse  (said  to  he  two  hundred)  to 
surprise  him  yesterday  morning.  By  the  assistance  of  a  guide, 
who  conducted  them  through  by-roads,  they  avoided  the  videts, 
and  surrounded  the  house  where  Captain  Lee  lay  so  suddenly 
that  he  had  scarcely  time  to  bolt  the  doors  before  thev  began 
a  smart  firing  into  the  windows,  and  demanded  the  immediate 
surrender  of  the  house.  Major  Jemmason,  (of  the  same  regi- 
ment with  Captain  Lcc,  and  who  lodged  with  him  that  night,) 
Lieutenant  Lindsay,  and  five  private  troopers,  were  all  that 
were  with  Lee  at  that  time ;  the  rest  of  the  troops  being  quar- 
tered in  a  neighboring  house.  They  returned  the  fire  from 
the  windows  with  spirit ;  and,  by  showing  themselves  at  dif- 
ferent places,  made  as  great  an  appearance  of  numbers  as 
possible.  The  enemy,  after  firing  and  threatening  about 
twenty-live  minutes,  finding  so  gallant  and  determined  a  resist- 
ance, and  having  several  of  their  men  badly  wounded,  gave 
over  their  attempt  and  rode  off  full  speed  for  Philadelphia. 
They  made  prisoners  of  four  of  the  troop  who  happened  to 
be  out  of  the  house  when  they  surrounded  it,  and  Major  Jem- 
mason  and  Lieutenant  Lindsay  were  both  slightly  wounded. 
Thus  this  handful  of  brave  officers  and  men,  "  by  their  infinite 
address  and  gallantry,"  repulsed  a  fonnidable  body  of  horse 
sent  on  purpose  to  take  them.1 

1  Henry  Lee. 

*  New  Jersey  Gazette,  January  28.  General  Washington'*  sense  of  the  spirited 
conduct  ofCnptnin  Lee  and  his  troops,  appears  in  the  following  words : — "The 
Commander-in-chief  returns  his  warmest  thanks  to  Captain  Lee  and  the  officers 
and  men  in  his  troop,  for  the  victory  which  their  superior  bravery  and  address 
gained  over  a  party  of  the  enemy's  dragoons,  who,  trusting  in  their  numbers,  and 
concealing  their  march  in  a  circuitous  route,  attempted  to  surprise  them  in  their 
quarters.  He  has  the  satisfaction  of  informing  the  army  that  Captain  Lee's  vigil- 
ance baffled  the  enemy's  design ;  that  by  judiciously  posting  his  men  in  quarters, 
although  he  had  not  a  sufficient  number  to  allow  one  to  each  window,  he  obliged 
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When  Colonel  Webb,  with  some  others,  were  taken  in  a 
late  expedition  to  Long  Island,  a  little  lifer  of  the  smallest  size, 
belonging  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  was  made  Th(,  r„nnpctlcut 
prisoner  with  them,  and  carried  into  Rhode  Isl-  Flfir  lto>- 
and.  The  colonel  being  called  before  the  British  general,  the 
little  fifer  fondly  followed  close  at  his  heels,  as  anxious  to  know 
his  fate.  Says  the  general  to  him,  44  Who  are  you  'i  "  44 1 
am,"  answered  the  boy,  44  one  of  King  Hancock's  men."  The 
general  asks,  44  Can  you  fight  ?  "  The  boy  replies,  44  Yes,  sir  ; 
I  can."  Upon  this  the  general  calls  in  one  of  his  fifers,  and 
asks  our  stripling  whether  he  dare  fight  him  ?  lie  answers, 
44  Yes,  sir."  The  general  orders  his  fifer  to  strip  and  give  him 
battle.  The  boy  stripped  as  fast,  and  fell  on  with  such  fury 
that  in  a  few  moments  the  British  fifer  was  so  beaten  that  it 
was  thought  our  little  hero  would  soon  have  finished  him,  had 
he  not  been  rescued.  The  British  general,  with  a  generosity 
natural  to  great  minds,  but  seldom  displayed  by  modem  Brit- 
ons, ordered  him  to  be  set  at  liberty  for  his  valor,  and  he  is 
since  returned  1101110.' 

January  29. — A  gentleman  from  the  eastward  says — "That 
John  Hancock,  of  Boston,  appears  in  public  with  all  the  pa- 
geantry and  state  of  an  Oriental  prince ;  he  rides  in 

*  ,  .  John  Ilnncocfc 

an  elegant  chariot,  which  was  taken  in  a  prize  to 
the  Civil  Usage  pirate  vessel,'  and  by  the  owners  presented  to 
him.   lie  is  attended  by  four  servants,  dressed  in  superb  livery, 
mounted  on  fine  horses,  richly  caparisoned,  and  escorted  by 
fifty  horsemen,  with  drawn  sabres,  the  one-half  of  whom  pre- 

the  party,  consisting  of  two  hundred  men,  ditfjratefuUy  to  retire,  after  repeated, 
but  fruitless  attempt*  to  force  their  way  into  the  house,  leaving  behind  two  dead 
and  four  wounded,  without  receiving  any  damage  on  his  part,  save  only  his  lieu- 
tenant,  Mr.  Lindsay,  wounded,  unless  any  of  his  out-patroles  should  have  been  un- 
fortunately surrounded  and  taken,  which  is  not  yet  known." — Xcm  Jersey  Oazelte% 
February  4,  1778. 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  January  21. 

'  The  owners  of  the  privateer,  Civil  Usage,  of  Ncwburyport,  have  made  a 
present  to  the  Honorable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  of  an  elegant  coach  which  was 
lately  taken  in  one  of  their  prizes,  as  a  token  of  their  respect  for  that  gentleman, 
who  has  so  nobly  distinguished  himself  in  the  present  contest  with  Great  Britain, 
as  the  friend  of  his  country. — Xcw  Jertey  Gazette ,  January  21. 
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cede  and  the  otlicr  follow  his  carriage."  [So  a*  present  figures 
the  man  who  owes  his  greatness  to  his  country's  ruin.] 

"  Among  other  detestable  pretexts  fabricated  by  the  infa- 
mous rebels  to  justify  the  detention  of  Lieutenant-General  Bur- 
goyne  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  the  equivocal  re- 
volted Yankees  pretend  a  discovery  of  several  stands  of  colors, 
belonging  to  British  regiments,  secreted  by  him,  which  they  vow- 
is  a  violation  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  him  and  General 
Gates."  [By  such  villanous  assertions,  which  have  no  founda- 
tion in  truth,  they  mask  their  infernal  perfidy,  which  is  of  so 
enormous  a  magnitude  that  it  absorbs  every  idea  of  punic  faith.] 1 

Should  the  report  of  General  Burgoyne's  having  infringed 
the  capitulation  between  Major-General  Gates  and  himself, 

r-mp,*,,!  r..r  itur-  Prove  to  h0  tnu%  011  r  superiors  will  doubtless  take 
g.., n« ■» K\chmn<o.  prop0r  earc  to  prevent  his  reaping  any  benefit 
from  it ;  and  sliould  he  be  detained  as  a  prisoner  for  his  infrac- 
tion of  any  of  the  articles,  I  would  humbly  propose  to  exchange 
him  in  such  manner  as  will  at  the  same  time  flatter  his  vanitv, 
and  redound  to  the  greatest  emolument  of  America.  To 
evince  the  reasonableness  of  my  proposal,  I  would  observe 
that  by  the  same  parity  of  reason  that  a  General  is  exchanged 
for  a  General,  a  Colonel  for  a  Colonel,  and  so  on  with  respect 
to  other  officers  of  equal  rank,  we  ought  to  have  for  one  and 
the  same  gentleman,  who  shall  happen  to  hold  both  those 
offices,  both  a  general  and  a  colonel.  This  will  appear  evi- 
dent from  the  consideration  that  those  exchanges  are  never 
regulated  by  viewing  the  persons  exchanged  in  the  light  of 
men,  but  as  officers;  since  otherwise  a  colonel  might  as  well 
be  exchanged  for  a  sergeant,  as  for  an  officer  of  his  own  rank, 
a  sergeant  being  undoubtedly  equally  a  man,  and  as  the  case 
sometimes  happens,  more  of  a  man  too.  One  prisoner,  there- 
fore, having  twenty  different  offices,  ought  to  redeem  from 
captivity  twenty  prisoners  aggregately  holding  the  same  of- 
fices; or  such  greater  or  less  number  as  shall,  with  respect  to 
rank,  be  equal  to  his  twenty  offices.    This  being  admitted,  I 

1  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  March  11. 
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think  General  Burgoyno  is  tho  most  profitable  prisoner  we 
could  have  taken,  having  more  offices,  or  (what  amounts  to 
the  same  thing  in  Old  England)  more- titles,  than  any  gentle- 
man on  this  side  the  Ganges.  And  as  his  impetuous  excel- 
lency certainly  meant  to  avail  himself  of  his  titles,  by  thur 
pompous  display  in  his  proclamation,  had  he  proved  conqueror, 
it  is  but  reasonable  that  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  them  now 
he  is  conquered ;  and  till  I  meet  with  a  better  project  for  that 
purpose,  I  persuade  myself  that  the  following  proposal  will 
appropriate  them  to  a  much  better  use  than  they  were  ever 
applied  to  before. 

The  exchange  I  propose  is  as  follows : 

For  John  Burgoyne,  Enquire:  some  worthy  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  magnanimously  stolen  out  of  his  bed,  or  taken  from  his 
farm  by  a  band  of  ruffians  in  the  uniform  of  British  soldiers, 
and  now  probably  perishing  with  hunger  and  cold  in  a  loath- 
some gaol  in  New  York. 

For  John  Burgoyne,  Lieutenant- General  of  his  Majesty  8 
armies -in  America  :  two  Majors-General. 

For  John  Burgoyne,  Colonel  of  t/w  Queen's  regiment  of 
Light  Dragoon*:  As  the  British  troops  naturally  prize  every 
tiling  in  proportion  as  it  partakes  of  royalty,  and  undervalue 
whatever  originates  from  a  republican  government,  I  suppose 
a  colonel  of  her  Majesty's  own  regiment  will  procure  at  least 
three  Continental  Colonels  of  horse. 

For  John  Burgoyne,  Governor  of  Fort  William  in  North 
Britain  :  Here  I  would  demand  one  Governor  of  one  of  the 
United  States,  as  his  multitulary  excellency  is  Governor  of  a 
fort,  and  two  more  as  that  fort  is  in  North  Britain,  which  his 
Britannic  Majesty  may  be  presumed  to  value  in  that  propor- 
tion; but  considering  that  the  said  fort  is  called  William, 
which  may  excite  in  his  Majesty's  mind  the  rebellious  idea  of 
liberty,  I  deduct  one  upon  that  account,  and  rather  than  puzzle 
the  cartel  with  any  perplexity,  I  am  content  with  two  gov- 
ernors. 

For  John  Burgoyne,  one  of  the  Brpresentat/res  of  Great 
Britain  :  the  first  Member  of  Congress  who  may  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands. 
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For  John  Burgoyne,  Commander  of  a  fleet  employed  in  an 
expedition  from  Canada:  the  Admiral  of  our  Navy. 

For  John  Burgoyne,  Commander  of  an  army  employed  in 
an  expedition  from  Canada:  one  Commander-in-chief  in  any 
of  our  departments. 

For  John  Burgoyne,  <&c,  <&c,  dbc.  Some  connoisseurs  in 
hieroglyphics  imagine  that  these  three  et  ceteras  are  emblemat- 
ical of  three  certain  occult  qualities  in  the  general,  which  he 
never  intends  to  exhibit  in  more  legible  characters,  viz.:  pru- 
dence, modesty,  and  humanity.  Others  suppose  that  they 
6tand  for  King  of  America ;  and  that  had  he  proved  success- 
ful, he  would  have  fallen  upon  General  Howe,  and  afterwards 
have  set  up  for  himself.  Be  this  as  it  may,  (which  it  however 
behooves  a  certain  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  water 
seriously  to  consider,)  I  insist  upon  it,  that  as  all  dark  and  cabal- 
istical  characters  are  suspicious,  these  incognoscible  enigmas 
may  portend  much  more  than  is  generally  apprehended.  At 
all  events,  General  Burcoyne  has  availed  himself  of  their  im- 
portance,  and  I  doubt  not  they  excited  as  much  terror  in  his 
proclamation  as  any  of  his  more  luminous  titles.  As  his  per- 
son therefore  is,  by  the  capture,  become  the  property  of  the 
Congress,  all  his  titles,  (which  some  suppose  to  constitute  his 
very  essence,)  whether  more  splendid  or  opaque,  latent  or 
visible,  are  become  ipso  facto  the  lawful  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  continent,  and  ought  not  to  be  restored  without  a  consider- 
ation equivalent.  If  we  should  happen  to  overrate  them,  it  is 
his  own  fault,  it  being  in  his  power  to  ascertain  their  intrinsic 
value  ;  and  it  is  a  rule  in  law,  that  when  a  man  is  possessed  of 
evidence  to  disprove  what  is  alleged  against  him,  and  he  re- 
fuses to  produce  it,  the  presumption  raised  against  him  is  to  be 
taken  for  granted.  Certain  it  is  that  these  three  et  ceteras  must 
stand  for  three  somethings,  and  as  these  three  somethings  must, 
at  least,  be  equal  to  three  somethings  without  rank  or  title,  I 
had  some  thoughts  of  setting  them  down  for  three  privates ; 
but  then  as  they  are  three  somethings  in  General  Burgoyne, 
which  must  be  of  twice  the  value  of  three  anythings  in  any 
three  privates,  I  shall  only  double  them,  and  demand  in  ex- 
change for  these  three  problematical,  enigmatical,  hieroglyphi- 
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cal,  mystic,  necromantic,  cabalistical  and  portentous  ct  ceteras, 
six  privates. 

So  that,  according  to  my  plan,  we  ought  to  detain  this 
ideal  conqueror  of  the  north,  now  a  real  prisoner  in  the  east, 
till  we  have  got  in  exchange  for  him,  one  esquire,  two  majors- 
general,  three  colonels  of  light  horse,  two  governors,  one 
member  of  Congress,  the  admiral  of  our  navy,  one  commander- 
in-chief  in  a  separate  department,  and  six  privates;  which  is 
probably  more  than  this  extraordinary  hero  would  fetch  in  any 
part  of  Great  Britain,  were  he  exposed  at  public  auction  for  a 
day  and  a  year.  All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  honorable  the  Congress,  and  his  Excellency 
General  Washington.1 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  "Washington  is  using  his  best  endeavors 
to  accomplish  a  reconciliation,  which  we  scarce  believe,  al- 
though it  is  most  devoutly  wished  even  by  the  rebels  them- 
selves. The  northern  rebels  stand  high  in  the  estimation  of 
their  southern  brethren,  from  the  sense  they  have  of  the  great 
things  accomplished  by  them  to  the  northward,  over  one  of 
the  best  but  most  unfortunate  of  the  British  generals. 

Mr.  "Washington  has  returned  the  Congress  paper  money 
sent  out  for  the  use  of  prisoners.  The  royal  army  is  in  good 
quarters,  enjoys  the  highest  health  and  the  finest  spirits,  and 
wishes  most  ardently  to  be  engaged.  We  have  at  present  but 
little  of  tho  petite  guerre.  Provisions  are  plenty,  and  I  think 
daily  increasing,  notwithstanding  the  rebels  are  taking  every 
method  to  6tarve  the  garrison  in  Philadelphia  by  removing 
forage  and  provisions  far  into  the  country.' 

February  4. — Among  the  many  circumstances  that  will 
emblazon  the  history  of  the  present  rebellion  in  America,  we 
think  the  following,  with  some  others  no  less  true, 
will  serv  e  to  show  the  generous  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  present  leaders  are  capable  of  acting : 
On  the  17th  of  last  month,  Mr.  Shaw,  of  Bucks  county,  in  Pcnn- 

1  "  Hortentius,"  in  the  New  Jersey  Gazette,  December  17,  1777. 
»  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Philadelphia,  in  Rivingtou's  Gazette,  February  21. 
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sylvania,  fell  in  with  TV.  Brittain,  of  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey, 
a  captain  of  Lord  Stirling's  division,  and  a  Lieutenant  Van 
Telt,  of  New  Britain,  at  the  house  of  a  certain  Robert  Ewer, 
when  said  Shaw,  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the  success  of 
the  British  arms,  enraged  them  to  such  a  degree  that  they  re- 
solved to  hang  him  ;  and  cutting  the  strap  from  a  saddle,  fixed 
it  round  his  neck,  and  hung  him  up  till  he  was  almost  dead: 
then  let  him  down  again  until  he  had  revived.  When  he  had 
recovered  the  use  of  his  speech,  they  asked  if  he  would  now 
light  for  King  George,  and  lie  replying  that  he  was  too  old, 
but  that  his  son  should,  they  immediately  tied  him  up  again, 
and  would  have  left  him  strangle,  had  not  the  women  of  the 
house  interfered,  and  rescued  him  from  them.  He  was  so  far 
gone  that  his  tongue  hung  out  of  his  mouth,  after  which  they 
Licked  him  and  beat  him,  so  that  he  lay  ill  for  some  time. 

The  account  that  we  have  had  that  the  grand  American 
Congress  could  make  no  more  dollars  for  want  of  rags,  proves 
altogether  a  mistake,  for  independent  of  the  large  supply  ex- 
pected from  Washington's  army  as  60011  as  they  can  be  spared, 
we  have  reason  to  believe  the  country  in  general  never  abounded 
more  in  that  article. 

Yesterday,  no  less  than  thirteen  sergeants  and  a  corporal, 
belonging  to  Colonel  Proctor's  regiment  of  artillery,  in  the 
rebel  service,  and  a  number  of  privates  from  other  regiments, 
came  in  to  Philadelphia.  The  accounts  they  give  of  Mr. 
Washington's  army  are  distressing  beyond  description. 

The  Congress,  notwithstanding  all  the  articles  their  differ- 
ent printers  and  printers'  correspondents  arc  forging,  of  the 
preparations  of  France  and  Spain  for  war,  are  by  this  time,  we 
imagine,  pretty  well  satisfied  that  they  have  nothing  to  expect 
ixom  those  courts.  The  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  with  not  a 
syllable  in  it,  sealed  and  superscribed  with  his  own  hand,  and 
delivered  to  the  committee  of  Congress  by  the  captain  himself 
who  brought  it,  must  make  them  look  as  blank  as  the  letter 
itself  was — indeed  it  so  much  chagrined  them,  that,  we  hear, 
they  have  confined  the  captain  who  brought  it  in  jail,  and 
pretend  it  is  an  imposition.1 

1  Sec  Gordon's  American  Revolution,  vol.  2,  p.  323. 
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The  public  may  be  assured  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  the 
court  of  France  is  positively,  and  has  in  earnest  determined, 
that  they  will  show  no  countenance  whatever  to  the  rebellion 
in  America — have  given  the  most  satisfactory  assurances  that 
they  will  not  assist  the  Americans  in  any  manner,  or  suffer 
their  vessels  to  trade  at  their  ports. 

Yesterday  a  number  of  the  virtuous  inhabitants  of  New 
Jersey,  tired  of  the  oppression  of  their  new  government,  gave 
a  proof  of  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  his  Majesty,  by 
seizing  the  person  of  one  Wilson,  collector  of  the  substitute 
fines  in  that  province,  and  bringing  him  in  to  the  British  head 
quarters.  This  example,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  followed  by  the 
injured  and  distressed  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jer- 
sey, as  they  cannot  doubt  but  their  loyalty  will  meet  with 
every  reasonable  encouragement.1 

February  6. — Captain  Gifford  Dalley,  of  Morristown, 
in  Jersey,  says,  that  on  the  second  instant  Governor  Living- 
ston told  him  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  a  Rntnor9<n 
gentleman  in  New  York,  informing  the  governor  Kew  Y"rk- 
that  in  a  late  London  paper  which  had  just  come  in,  it  is  asserted 
that  the  mob  had  rose  in  London,  had  pulled  down  and  destroyed 
Lords  Bute  and  North's  houses  ;  that  the  mobs  were  frequent 
and  violent  against  the  King  and  Parliament ;  that  his  Majesty 
was  frequently  insulted,  and  to  avoid  the  rage  of  the  populace 
was  obliged  to  keep  himself  retired ;  that  no  foreign  troops 
are  coming  to  America ;  that  the  manufacturers  stamp  their 
cloths  with  "American  Liberty  y"  that  several  persons  speaking 
in  favor  of  ministerial  measures  had  been  killed  bv  the  mobs. 
The  governor  further  added,  that  it  is  reported  in  New  York 
that  Lord  Chatham  was  offered  to  be  at  the  head  of  adminis- 
tration, which  he  declined  unless  the  King  and  Parliament 
would  confirm  the  independency  of  America ;  make  peace 
with  her  at  all  events,  and  declare  war  against  France. 

[In  consequence  of  the  above  important  intelligence  arriv- 
ing at  Lancaster,  they  had  bonfires  and  a  ball  on  the  occasion. 
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Such  are  the  means  taken  by  this  people  to  impose  npon  the 
credulous  and  unwary  :  that  to  give  their  intelligence  the  ap- 
pearance of  truth  they  have  either  a  feu  dejoie  with  a  gill  of 
whiskey  in  their  camp,  or  some  other  kind  of  rejoicings  ;  and 
yet  it  is  hardly  to  be  imagined,  notwithstanding  all  their  strat- 
agems of  this  kind,  that  even  the  blind  followers  of  these 
wicked  votaries  of  rapine  and  murder  can  credit  such  absurd 
and  notorious  falsehoods.]  1 

February  11. — A  writer  in  the  New  Jersey  Gazette  of  this 
date,  gives  the  following  annotations  upon  "  his  most  gracious 
Majesty  of  most  gracious  Great  Britain's  most  gracious  speech :" 1 

"  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  that  I  can  have  recourse  to 
the  wisdom  and  support  of  my  Parliament  in  this  conjunc- 
Annoutionsonthe  ture" — ^o  doubt  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  your  Maj- 
Kins's  speech.  e8^y  fa  ^Q  &-^Q  fQ  apply  for  each,  to  those  who 

must  support  you  in  measures  in  which  themselves  are  accom- 
plices, and  who  are  too  dependent  upon  you  to  refuse  any  of 
your  requisitions.  The  more  money  they  give  you,  sir,  the 
more  offices  you  give  them ;  and  this  old  trick  of  one  good 
turn's  deserving  another,  has  more  than  half  ruined  the  nation 
already. 

"  V^Jten  the  rcheUion  in  North  America  demands  our  most 
serious  attention." — How  wonderful  that  his  Majesty  begins  to 
think  the  reduction  of  America  a  serious  matter !  Had  he  and 
his  Parliament  considered  at  all,  they  would  have  thought  it  a 
serious  matter  when  they  first  began  it.  But  they  wanted,  it 
seems,  at  least  three  years  to  discover  that  the  enslaving  threo 
millions  of  people  was  a  serious  undertaking.  Notable  ge- 
niuses, to  govern  three  kingdoms  and  the  western  world  into 
the  bargain,  who  requ ire" three  years  of  blood  and  slaughter, 
desolation  and  havoc,  to  make  them  serious  / 

"  The  powers  you  have  intrusted  me  with,  I  have  faithfully 
exerted" — What  powers  his  Majesty  was  intrusted  with  I 
know  not,  but  the  powers  he  has  exerted  have  been  the  powers 
of  breaking  his  oath,  and  violating  all  laws,  divine  and  hu- 


1  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  March  7. 
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man  ;  and  if  lie  undertook  to  suppress  the  revolt,  lie  has  r.ot 
executed  his  trust,  for  that  he  has  not  done. 

"But  I  am  pursuaded  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  pre- 
paring for  such  further  operations  as  the  contingencies  of  the 
war,  and  the  obstinacy  of  the  rebels,  may  render  expedient." — 
What,  sir,  a  necessity  for  further  preparations  when  General 
Gage  was  to  have  done  the  business  with  four  regiments  ? 
Why  don't  you  order  the  invincible  Grant  to  strike  a  terror 
through  the  whole  continent  with  a  fil*  of  musqueteers  f 

"And  if  I  should  have  occasion  to  increase  them,  by  con- 
tracting new  engagements." — Worse  and  worse !  What,  in- 
crease your  troops  to  beat  an  undisciplined  militia,  after  having 
imported  thirty-five  thousand  already !  And  increase  them 
you  certainly  must,  or  quit  your  purpose  with  infamy.  But 
whence  to  procure  the  augmentation  !  aye,  that's  the  question. 
The  Prince  of  Hesse  will  tell  you,  "  bye  der  donder,  ich  hebber 
nix  meer." 

"  /  have  received  repeated  assurances  from  foreign  powers 
of  their  pacific  dispositions" — And  docs  your  Majesty  believe 
those  assurances?  Out  of  your  own  mouth  will  I  prove  that 
you  do  not,  for 

"  But  at  the  same  time,  when  the  armaments  in  the  ports  of 
France  and  Spain  continue" — to  confirm,  I  suppose,  the  as- 
surances of  their  pacific  disposition.  What,  all  the  powers  of 
Europe  pacific,  and  France  and  Spain  continue  their  hostile 
preparations  !  For  shame,  sir  ;  bastile  your  speech-maker  for 
not  putting  his  contradictions  at  a  greater  distance  than  that 
of  two  sentences. 

"  I  will  always  be  a  faithful  guardian  of  the  honor  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britaiyi" — A  very  proper  keeper  of  what  has 
been  lost  ever  since  the  25th  of  October,  17G0,  the  very  day 
that  your  Majesty  ascended  the  throne  ! 

"The  various  services  I  have  mentioned  to  you  will  vna- 
voidahly  require  large  supplies" — As  true  a  word  as  ever  was 
spoken  ;  and  larger  supplies  than  your  Parliament  can  furnish. 
Have  you  heard,  sir,  that  your  troops  have  already  been  obliged 
to  take  Pennsylvania  currency  ?  And  when  they  cannot  rob, 
you  cannot  pay. 
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"  /  will  steadily  pursue  the  measures  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged for  the  re-establishment  of  that  subordination"  tfcc. — 
How  long  your  Majesty  intends  to  pursue,  is  best  known  to 
yourself ;  but  I  am  confident  you  must  run  much  faster  than 
you  have  ever  yet  done,  or  you  will  not  overtake  it.  By  your 
constitutional  subordination  we  understand  a  most  tyrannical 
domi tuition,  which  we  have  long  since  bequeathed  to  your 
loyal  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  whom  you  had  previously 
prepared  to  relish  that  kind  of  legacy. 

"  But  I  shall  ever  be  watchf  ul  for  an  opportunity  of  put- 
ting a  stop  to  the  effusion  of  the  blood  of  my  subjects,  and  the 
calamities  which  are  inseparable  from  a  state  of  war." — Ring 
the  bells  !  ring  the  bells  backward  !  To  church,  all  hands  to 
church,  for  Nero  is  to  give  us  a  sermon  against  murder,  and 
Jonathan  Wilde  an  exhortation  to  abstain  from  robbery  ! 

"  And  I  still  hope  that  the  deluded  and  unhappy  multitude 
will  return  to  their  allegiance."— And  when  the  sky  falls  we 
shall  catch  larks.  And  so  the  late  insignificant  faction  is  now 
multiplied  to  a  multitude.  Indeed,  did  you  but  know,  sir, 
what  a  multitude  it  is,  you  would  as  soon  think  of  levelling 
Mount  Etna  as  of  conquering  America.  But  they  are  not  de- 
luded, sir.  They  know  that  you  had  projected  their  slavery  ; 
and  they  will  not  be  enslaved.  If  there  be  any  delusion  in 
the  case  it  is  the  British  nation  that  is  deluded,  and  it  is  de- 
luded by  you,  and  yourself  are  deluded  by  a  set  of  villains 
who  expected  to  have  divided  our  estates  upon  the  success  of 
your  arms.  Allegiance  we  owe  you  none.  Then,  sir,  did  we 
show  our  allegiance  when  we  lay  prostrate  at  your  throne, 
supplicating  for  the  continuation  of  those  liberties  which  God 
and  nature  and  the  law  had  given  us,  and  when  you  spurned 
us  from  it. 

"  That  the  remembrance  of  what  they  once  enjoyed,  t/te  regret 
of  what  they  have  lost,  and  the  feelinys  of  what  they  now  suf- 
fer under  tlit  tyranny  of  their  leaders,  will  rekindle  in  their 
hearts  a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  their  sovereign,  and  of  their  at- 
tachment to  their  mother  country" — If  you  will  be  pleased, 
sir,  to  allow  yourself  a  moment's  reflection,  you  will  find  they 
have  lost  nothing  that  was  worth  keeping.    They  have  lost 
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nothing  but  the  pleasure  of  being  oppressed  under  color  of 
law,  and  of  enriching  myriads  of  harpies  of  your  appoint- 
ment, and  appointed  for  the  express  pHrpose  of  fleecing  them, 
and  of  lavishing  the  fruits  of  their  toil  and  labor  in  British  lux- 
ury and  riot.  Is  this  a  loss  to  be  regretted  f  Kit  is,  I  know 
who  will  regret  it.  Their  feelings  indeed  arc  very  great,  and 
for  them  you  must  answer  at  that  awful  bar,  where  your  roy- 
alty will  but  aggravate  your  condemnation.  As  to  the  tyran- 
ny of  their  leaders,  it  is  indeed  so  gross  and  threadbare  an 
absurdity,  that  I  would  advise  your  Majesty  to  drop  it  for  tho 
future  for  the  mere  sake  of  its  vulgarity.  In  this  contest  tho 
people  in  reality  had  no  leaders.  They  fled,  spontaneously 
and  self-led,  to  extinguish  the  common  fire,  and  for  conducting 
with  the  greater  regularity  the  measures  which  you  compel 
them  to  adopt ;  they  afterwards  appointed  the  proper  officers. 
Those  officers  (which  to  serve  your  purpose  you  call  leaders) 
cannot  tyrannize  over  them,  because  they  are  constituted  by 
the  people,  and  by  them  removable.  Nor  will  any  considera- 
tion rekindle  in  their  hearts  a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  their  former 
sovereign.  That  flame,  sir,  and  an  ardent  one  it  was,  and  more 
ardent  than  that  of  your  subjects  in,  Britain,  you  have  extin- 
guished, totally  extinguished,  with  torrents  of  blood,  not  leav- 
ing a  single  spark  to  light  up  the  ancient  blaze.  And  as  for 
their  mother  country — America,  sir,  is  our  mother  country,  and 
Great  Britain,  making  the  most  of  the  figure,  could  never 
claim  to  be  more  than  our  grandmother ;  and  that  she  has 
been  a  most  unnatural  one,  is  written  in  such  characters  of 
blood  as  none  of  your  flimsy  coaxings  will  ever  obliterate. 

"And  that  they  xcill  enable  me,  with  the  concurrence  and 
support-  of  my  Parliament,  to  accompli sh^ — And  so  we  are 
to  assist  the  Parliament,  it  seems,  in  effecting  our  own  bond- 
age. Tray,  sir,  do  not  flatter  yourself  with  so  vain  an  im- 
agination. "We  have  too  great  a  reverence  for  the  instructions 
of  our  mother  to  follow  the  insidious  advice  of  our  grand- 
mother, so  evidently  calculated  for  our  destruction.1 

1  "  Hortentius,"  in  the  New  Jersey  Gazette,  February  11. 
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Fkbrcart  14. — "When  the  following  letter  appeared  in  an 
English  newspaper  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  consistent 
with  the  modern  plan  of  American  liberty,  a  young  gentleman 
of  that  place  was  apprehended  on  suspicion  of  being  the  au- 
thor, and  thrown  into  jail,  where,  we  believe,  he  remains  to 
this  day : 

A  FAMILIAR  EPISTLE  FROM  AMERICA. 

Excuse  me,  dear  friend,  I  can't  think  it  true, 

Tho'  Solomon  says  it,  that  nothing  is  new : 

Had  he  liv'd  in  these  times  we  had  rather  been  told, 

Our  West  world's  so  new,  it  hoa  nothing  that's  old: 

But  should  he  insist  his  old  way  to  have  it, 

I  would  beg  leave  to  ask  of  this  wise  son  of  David, 

A  few  pimple  questions ;  as  where  he  e'er  saw 

Men  legally  punish'd  for  not  breaking  the  law ; 

Tarr'd,  feather'd,  and  carted,  for  drinking  bohea, 

And  by  force  and  oppression  compelled  to  be  free  f 

• 

The  same  men  maintaining  that  all  human  kind 

Are,  have  been,  and  shall  be,  as  free  as  the  wind ; 

Yet  impaling  and  burning  their  slaves  for  believing 

The  truth  of  the  lessons  they're  constantly  giving ; 

Or  what  financiers,  politicians,  or  sages, 

In  the  past  or  the  antediluvian  ages, 

lie  ever  had  seen,  ever  heard  of,  or  read, 

Who  to  raise  funds  for  war  first  abolished  their  trade  ? 

And,  having  all  channels  of  commerce  obstructed, 

By  which  gold  and  silver  to  States  are  inducted, 

In  an  instant  more  riches  from  paper  produce, 

Or  the  quill  of  a  gray  cabalistical  goose, 

Than  all  the  disciples  of  sage  Rosicrusius, 

Ever  made  from  their  talisman,  stones,  and  their  cruccs. 

Not  only  from  nothing  our  money  appears, 

From  nothing  our  hopes,  and  from  nothing  our  fears ; 

From  nothing  our  statesmen,  our  army,  and  fleet, 

From  nothing  they  came,  and  to  nought  they'll  retreat,  V 

And  no  arms  they  handle  so  well  as  their  feet.  J 

Down  at  night  a  bricklayer,  or  carpenter  lies. 
Next  sun  a  Lycurgus,  a  Solon  doth  rise; 
While  doctors,  who  never  made  curing  their  trade, 
Give  a  bolus  of  iron,  or  a  pill  all  of  lead. 
But  still  counteracted  by  blunders  and  fate, 
Tho'  they  murder'd  in  friendship,  they  spare  in  their  hate, 
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Priests,  tailors,  and  cobblers,  fill  with  heroes  the  camp, 
And  sailors,  like  craw-fish,  crawl  out  of  each  swamp ; 
Self-created  from  nought,  like  a  mushroom  we  see, 
Spring  an  able  commander  1  by  land  and  by  sea ; 
Late  of  Tories  the  prince,  and  his  country's  great  foe. 
Now  the  congress's  chairman,  a  split-shirtcd  beau; 
All  titles  of  honor  and  profit  do  wail  on, 
Judge,  General,  Counsellor,  Admiral  Drayton,* 
Who  never  smell'd  powder,  nor  handled  a  rope, 
But  infullible  more  thun  Lord  Peter  the  Pope ; 
Who  makes  flesh  of  his  bread  and  blood  of  his  wine, 
While  Drayton,  of  schooners,  makes  ships  of  the  line,' 
Makes  all  laws  of  mechanics  and  nature  knock  under, 
Can  cram  in  an  egg-shell  a  twenty-four  pounder ; 
Can  burn  in  an  instant  the  whole  British  navy, 
And  cat  up  an  army  without  salt  or  gravy.' 

February  19. — Xotwithst axdino  the  Americans  hare  been 
stigmatized,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  as  coward*  and  pol- 
troons, yet  these  cowards  and  poltroons  have  disgraced  the 
British  crcnerals  more  than  any  forei*ni  enemy  has  vet  done  in 
the  annals  of  Britain  ;  one  being  taken  without  his  breeches,  and 
the  other  obliged  to  lay  down  his  arms.  So  says  a  correspond- 
ent in  London.* 


"We  have  undoubted  intelligence  that  there  are  lately  ar- 
rived  in  Martinico  and  Gnadalonpc,  22,628  French  troops ;  part 
of  them  sailed  the  6ixth  of  October  from  Bordeaux,     JsVw8  from 
and  part  of  them  the  ninth  of  October  from  St.  Ma-  Franc*, 
lo.    They  arrived  at  Martinico  the  22d  and  27th  of  November. 

1  Supposed  to  be  a  gentleman  formerly  confidant  to  Lord  C.  M.,  and  then 
loaded  with  nil  the  odium  of  the  patriots,  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  gov- 
ernment, lie  was  appointed  one  of  the  judges  in  South  Carolina  by  a  lieutenant- 
governor ;  but  the  appointment  was  not  confirmed,  and  another  gentleman  was 
sent  out  from  home,  immediately  on  which,  as  it  happened,  Mr.  D.  turned  flaming 
patriot ;  at  least  it  is  so  reported. 

•  The  uniform  of  the  South  Carolina  rebels  is  a  hunting  shirt,  sucn  as  the 
farmers'  servants  in  England. 

*  These  lines  allude  to  D.'s  ordering  a  little  fleet  of  schooners  to  be  fitted  out 
from  the  port  of  Charleston ;  and  on  board  one  of  them  he  ordered  twenty-four 
nine-pounders ;  but  she  was  so  small,  that  it  was  found  she  could  not  even  float 
with  above  twelve  of  such  guus  on  board. 

«  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  February  H.  1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  May  20. 
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Eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six  of  the  above- 
mentioned  troops  sailed  from  Martinieo  the  first  of  December 
for  St.  Domingo.  They  expected  every  day  a  third  division 
of  troops  from  Brest.  We  also  learn  that  the  coast  of  France, 
from  Dunkirk  to  L' Orient,  was  lined  with  sixty  thousand 
troops. 

[Rare  news  indeed  !  What  a  pity  such  welcome  tidings 
should  want  confirmation  !  But  so  it  has  been  from  the  begin- 
ning. After  a  thousand  solemn  protestations,  disclaiming  the 
remotest  intention  of  renouncing  their  allegiance,  the  Congress 
came  forth  with  their  Declaration  of  Independency,  because 
it  was  a  necessary  step  in  order  to  procure  foreign  assistance; 
and,  from  the  date  of  that  declaration  to  this  hour,  the  people 
have  been  deceived  with  repeated  assurances  that  the  prom- 
ised assistance  was  at  hand  ;  and  this  tale  of  French  troops  ar- 
riving in  great  numbers  in  the  West  India  islands  has  been  so 
often  repeated,  that,  if  there  was  any  truth  in  it,  there  could 
hardly  by  this  time  be  left  a  single  regiment  in  France  !  And 
yet  this  long  looked  for  French  assistance  is  only  to  be  seen 
by  the  eyes  of  faith,  and  those  eyes  begin  to  grow  very  dim! 
The  people  begin  to  be  ashamed  of  their  past  credulity ;  and 
their  deceivers,  if  they  had  any  shame,  or  any  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  would  cease  the  repetition  of  those  false- 
hoods in  which  they  have  been  so  often  detected.  Mr.  Living- 
ston himself  has  at  last  been  modest  enough  to  confess,  to  his 
New  Jersey  Assembly,  that  they  must  not  count  upon  any 
foreign  assistance,  and  that  the  United  States  must  prepare  to 
renounce  their  dependence  upon  such  "  uncertain  contingencies, 
and  rely  solely  upon  themselves  and  their  own  resources."] 1 

♦ 

Yesterday  evening,  about  eight  o'clock,  Captain  Iloveden, 
with  a  party  of  twenty-four  dragoons,  and  Captain  Thomas, 
iTorcden's  fourteen  foot,  left  Philadelphia,  and  passed 

Excnwion.     mto  t]lc  countv  Gf  Bucks,  and,  at  the  fulling 

mill  of  Mr.  Jenks,  surprised  and  took  a  guard  of  continental 
troops  on  their  post  there,  guarding  a  considerable  quantity  of 

1  TennRjlrania  Ledger,  March  21. 
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cloth  belonging  to  the  poor  people  of  the  country,  of  which  they 
had  been  robbed  by  orders  from  the  rebel  head-quarters.  Tin's 
was  performed  with  that  secrecy  the  principal  design  required, 
which  was  to  take  another  party,  a  small  distance  off :  without 
firing  a  gnn,  which  must  have  alarmed  the  other  post,  they 
took  prisoners  the  whole  guard.  Immediately  after  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Newtown,  surprised  and  took  the  first  sentry  without 
alarm.  On  approaching  near  the  quarters  of  Major  Murray, 
they  were  fired  upon  by  the  sentry  at  his  door.  This  alarmed 
the  guard  about  forty  yards  distant,  who,  being  sixteen  in 
nnmber,  and  under  cover  of  the  guard  house,  immediately  took 
to  their  arms,  and  discharged  their  pieces  on  the  troops  sur- 
rounding them  ;  but  such  was  their  activity  and  alertness,  that, 
after  returning  the  fire,  and  before  the  enemy  could  load  a 
second  time,  they  stormed  the  house,  killed  five,  wounded  four, 
and  took  the  rest  of  the  guard  prisoners,  and  with  them  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  cloth  then  making  up  by  a  number  of 
workmen  for  the  rebel  army.  All  this  was  done  with  so  much 
secrecy,  conduct,  and  bravery,  that  none  of  either  of  the  par- 
ties received  the  least  injury.  About  six  o'clock  this  evening 
they  returned,  bringing  with  them  the  wounded  and  the  pris- 
oners. 

Too  much  commendation  cannot  be  given  to  this  gallant 
action.  To  march  twenty-eight  miles,  take  and  surprise  one, 
and  storm  another  of  the  enemy's  posts,  kill  and  make  prison- 
ers of  every  officer  and  private,  and  to  return  the  same  distance, 
making  in  the  whole  fifty-six  miles,  in  twenty-two  hours,  and 
that  without  the  least  injury  received,  must  certainly  meet 
with  the  applause  of  the  public,  and  do  great  credit  to  the  offi- 
cers who  conducted,  and  the  men  who,  under  their  direction, 
accomplished  it,1 

The  Tories,  reduced  to  their  last  shift  for  agreeable  news  to 
strengthen  the  drooping  spirits  of  their  fellows,  are  now  resort- 
ing to  their  imaginations.   The  following  is  their  last  flight  of 
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Beelzebub  R. — "Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  the  extension, 
support,  and  population  of  our  infernal  kingdom,  that  all  and 

Moioch*  every  species  of  its  commerce,  arts,  sciences,  and 
reclamation,  prjneiples,  should  prevail,  flourish,  and  have  a  free 
and  uninterrupted  reception  upon  earth.  And,  whereas  we 
and  our  council  have  received  certain  and  undoubted  informa- 
tion, as  well  through  the  laudable  and  zealous  communications 
of  our  own  agents  employed  for  the  purpose,  as  by  the  personal 
appearance  and  testimony  before  our  throne  of  many  thousand 
persons,  who  lately  belonged  and  professed  allegiance  to  the 
newly  erected  States  of  North  America,  framed  by  our  sugges- 
tion and  by  the  help  of  our  agents  aforesaid,  that  there  is  at 
present  in  the  said  States  the  most  happy  disposition  for  the 
full  and  perfect  admission  and  entertainment  of  all  our  famous 
arts,  sciences,  principles,  and  commerce ;  and  that  our  loving 
friends  and  hearty  allies,  their  leaders  and  present  governors, 
do  give  their  most  ready  assistance  and  furtherance  to  that 
end  and  purpose.  We  therefore,  in  order  to  promote  all  meas- 
ures which  may  tend  to  establish  the  dignity  of  our  crown, 
the  power  and  influence  of  our  realm  of  darkness,  and  the 
greater  population  of  our  vast  territories  by  more  rapid  migra- 
tions from  the  regions  of  the  earth,  do  hereby  proclaim,  and 
engage  to  bestow,  the  following  rewards  and  bounties  for  the 
encouragement  of  such  persons,  professing  subjection  to  our 
cordial  and  undoubted  allies  the  States  aforesaid,  as  by  their 
assiduity  and  labor  in  our  service,  or  affection  to  our  principles 
and  interests,  may  be  found  to  deserve  them,  viz.: 

For  the  most  plausible  pretence  of  loyalty  to  a  sovereign, 
penned  with  the  fullest  design  to  deceive  him,  and  pervert 
others  from  their  loyalty — A  flaming  ribband  of  the  order  of 
Maehiavel,  with  the  grant  of  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
the  most  fertile  soil  yet  unlocated,  and  nearest  to  our  loyal  city 
of  Pandemonium. 

For  the  most  hollow  professions  of  attachment  to  a  consti- 
tution, which  can  best  answer  the  purpose  of  subverting  it — 
Ditto. 

For  the  most  sophistical  arguments  to  prove  the  right  of 
subjects  to  forswear  themselves,  to  take  contrary  oaths  j>ro 
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renata,  and  to  assert  their  liberty  of  destroying  those  who  differ 
from  them  in  the  notion  of  liberty — The  privilege  of  the  next 
seat  in  our  council  to  our  well-beloved  cousin  and  counsellor 
Bdial,  with  one  hundred  thousand  acres  in  the  warmest  re- 
gions of  Tartarus. 

For  the  most  virulent  perversion  of  truth  and  reason, 
which  can  support  any  of  our  beloved  factions — A  post  of  em- 
ployment near  our  person,  and  our  most  burning  attachment 
and  regard. 

To  every  person  professing  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Chrixt, 
our  most  dangerous  enemy,  who  shall  subvert  its  pernicious  in- 
tention of  promoting  peace,  order,  and  subjection  among  men, 
and  shall,  instead  thereof,  promote  our  cause  and  service  by 
inculcating  sedition  and  discord — A  robe  of  the  darkest  sables 
in  Ercbufi,  warm  apartments  in  our  imperial  palace,  and  a 
double  portion  of  our  increasing  favor. 

For  the  most  rhetorical  panegyric  upon  any  of  our  faithful 
friends,  subjects  of  the  States,  our  allies  aforesaid,  who  may  hap- 
pen to  be  sent  down  to  our  kingdom  earlier  than  usual  by  the 
British  arms — An  honorary  degree  in  the  infernal  academy  of 
Sophists,  with  a  suitable  benefit. 

For  the  most  perfect  specimen  of  impudence  and  avarice, 
cowardice  and  faction,  pride  and  meanness,  connected,  which 
can  be  produced  by  any  natural  or  adopted  subject  of  our  allies 
aforesaid — A  collar  of  sounding  SS,  with  a  sejxtraf*;  allotment 
in  Tartarus,  lest  Pandemonium  itself  be  endangered  by  the 
complication. 

For  the  best  invention  to  delude  a  whole  people  from  their 
real  interests,  and  destroy  them  by  rebellion — The  first  post  of 
honor  next  to  our  person. 

AND  in  order  to  display  and  extend  our  imperial  magnifi- 
cence in  the  most  ample  manner,  and  to  show  our  most  con- 
genial attachment  to  our  allies,  the  present  ruling  powers  of 
the  States  aforesaid,  we  do  further  promise  and  engage,  that 
all  and  every  of  their  subjects  or  confederates,  who  shall  most 
strongly  inculcate  and  improve  the  arts  and  sciences  first  in- 
vented in  our  Jiingdom,  and  now,  of  our  especial  grace,  motion, 
and  favor,  imported  from  thence  into  the  said  States,  so  as  mo>t 
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exactly  and  extensively  to  assimilate  and  unite  their  subjects 
to  our  subjects  now  in  the  realms  below,  and  to  render  their 
country  in  all  quietness,  freedom,  and  satisfaction,  the  most  like 
of  any  other  to  our  own ;  so  that,  in  due  time,  they  may  be- 
come prepared  for  their  final  removal  to  us,  by  which  means 
our  empire  may  be  further  strengthened  and  populated,  and 
the  independency  of  our  territories  more  perfectly  established, 
(in  which  last  measure  we  hope  and  expect,  above  all  things, 
the  aid  of  our  dear  allies  aforesaid ;)  shall  not  only  hereafter 
receive  every  reward  proportionate  to  the  merit  of  their  respec- 
tive services,  when  they  descend  to  our  court  and  appear  in  our 
presence,  but  shall  also  obtain,  at  present,  from  us  and  our 
agents,  our  most  hearty  suggestions  and  recommendations  to  our 
dearly  beloved  and  loyal  cousins,  the  congressional  representa- 
tives of  the  high  and  mighty  States  aforesaid,  and  to  our  no  less 
loving  and  beloved  friends  the  Commander-in-chief,  and  other 
right  noble  and  worthy  commanders,  officers,  committee-men, 
selectmen,  and  men  of  all  sorts  invested  with  illustrious  author- 
itv  under  them,  from  whose  cordial  attachment  to  our  interests 
and  views,  as  well  as  affinity  to  our  person,  we  doubt  not  they 
will  receive  the  most  indulgent  attention  and  advancement. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Pandemonium,  in  the  5847th  year  of 
our  reign,  and  in  the  year  called  by  mortals  1778.  By  his  in- 
fernal Majesty's  command — Moloch.1 

March  9. — The  Southern  States  are  pursuing  the  most 
vigorous  measures  for  strengthening  the  hands  of  General 
r^pocu  of  the  Washington  the  ensuing  campaign.  Virginia  has 
American*,  drafted  two  thousand  men  to  recruit  her  regi- 
ments, who  are  to  serve  for  one  year.  They  have  also  set  on 
foot  an  association  for  raising  five  thousand  volunteers,  to  serve 
six  months ;  North  Carolina  is  exerting  herself  with  equal 
ardor.  The  Eastern  States,  who,  in  public  concerns,  always  act 
with  a  wisdom  and  vigor  that  deserves  imitation,  have  al- 
ready begun  to  draft,  being  resolved  to  fill  their  regiments 
comjikUly,  and  to  have  them  early  in  the  field.    If  the  Middle 
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States  take  the  same  resolute  steps,  (and  no  doubt  they  will,) 
the  next  campaign  must  be  decisive.  The  strength  of  the 
enemy  is  so  much  reduced,  that  nothing  but  our  indolence  can 
prevent  their  destruction. 

"We  have  often  thought  it  strange  that  America,  who  could 
bring  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  men  into  the  field,  should 
so  long  suffer  a  paltry  banditti  to  run  through  her  States,  and 
to  nestle  in  her  cities.  One  would  be  tempted  to  imagine  that 
we  were  fond  of  this  destructive  war ;  and  yet  folly,  in  her 
highest  delirium,  would  not  wish  to  protract  it.  There  was  a 
time  when  protraction  and  delay  were  prudent — even  neces- 
sary ;  but  at  this  time  of  day  they  will  certainly  be  injurious, 
and  may  be  fatal.  Every  day  the  war  continues  our  public 
debts  will  increase — our  necessities  will  multiply — and  our  cur- 
rency depreciate.  Britain  knows  this — she  founds  her  last 
hopes  upon  it ;  6he  no  longer  expects  to  conquer  us  by  the 
sword,  but  she  flatters  herself  that  our  distresses  will  subdue 
our  minds,  break  the  spirit  of  opposition,  and  dissolve  in  time 
the  glorious  confederacy  in  support  of  freedom.  Hence  it 
will  be  the  policy  of  her  generals  to  possess  themselves  of  our 
towns,  to  destroy  our  manufactures,  to  block  up  our  harbors, 
and  to  protract  the  war.  "We  should  change  our  measures  ac- 
cordingly— bring  our  thousands  into  the  field — push  the  enemy 
with  vigor — drive  them  from  our  towns — storm  them  in  their 
strongholds,  and  never  pause  till  we  force  them  from  our  shores. 
The  successes  of  the  last  campaign  teach  us  what  we  are  able 
to  do  if  we  exert  our  strength  ;  and  instead  of  provoking  our 
indolence,  should  spur  our  ambition.  These  rising  States  should 
catch  the  spirit  of  the  gallant  Ccesar,  and  think  "  that  they  have 
done  nothing,  while  any  thing  remains  to  do.' 


March  16. — In  pursuance  of  orders  from  his  excellency, 
the  Commander-in-chief,  a  general  court-martial  was  held  at 
Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  when  Henry  Mansin  Br|t[8hgplc- 
(who  confessed  himself  an  officer  in  the  British  e**cuuml 
army)  and  Wendal  Myer,  an  inhabitant  of  the  county,  were 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gcnUeman  at  the  camp  at  Valley  Forgr,  in  the  New 
Jersey  Gazette,  March  18. 
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brought  before  the  court  and  charged  with  being  spies,  carry- 
ing on  a  traitorous  correspondence,  and  supplying  the  enemy 
with  horses,  <fec.  The  court,  after  a  fair  and  candid  trial, 
which  lasted  some  days,  and  every  opportunity  given  to  them 
to  make  their  defence,  found  them  guilty,  and  unanimously 
sentenced  them  to  suffer  death  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  they 
were  to-dav  executed  near  Lancaster,  amidst  a  very  numerous 
concourse  of  spectators.  The  unhappy  wretches,  before  their 
execution,  acknowledged  the  justice  of  their  sentence,  and  died 
fullv  convinced  of  the  heinousncss  of  their  offence.  Thev 
have  discovered  several  persons  who  have  aided  and  assisted 
them,  but  unfortunately  made  their  escape  upon  the  capture 
of  these  culprits.  However,  it  is  hoped  that  justice  will  over- 
take them,  and  inflict  the  punishment  due  to  such  parricides.1 

Though  Mr.  Burgoyne  is  much  praised  for  his  dramatic 
abilities,  a  correspondent  in  London  observes  :  Major-General 
Gates  has  the  advantage  of  him  even  in  that 

General  Burgoyne.  «  n 

respect,  as  the  former  was  never  able  to  rise 
above  a  farce  ;  whilst  the  latter  has  executed  a  very  afflicting 
tragedy. 

Last  winter,  Mr.  Wilkes '  was  at  Bath,  and  meeting  Bur- 
goyne in  one  of  the  rooms,  he  asked  if  he  proposed  to  go  next 
summer  to  Albany  through  the  hikes.  "  Certainly,"  replied 
the  other.  "  Why,  then,"  said  Wilkes,  "you  will  as  certainly 
be  taken  prisoner  by  Arnold ;  therefore,  pray  accept  a  letter 
from  me  to  Hancock."  "  Sir,"  said  Burgoyne,  "  no  man's  recom- 
mendation would  be  more  acceptable  to  me  on  all  occasions ; 
but  I  am  well  assured  that  I  shall  have  no  use  for  your  friend- 
ship at  this  time." " 

March  21. — After  a  most  ridiculous  gasconade  upon  the 
late  movement  of  a  detachment  from  the  British  troops  into 
M*bm  sbipicy-a  ^ew  Jersey,  the  publisher  of  the  last  week's  Tren- 
rropbecy.      t()n  papCr  *  introduces  a  most  comfortable  proph- 
ecy of  a  good  lady  who  lately  died  at  Wilmington.    It  is  no 

*  Xcvr  Jersey  Gazette,  March  25.  1  John  Wilkes,  the  Patriot. 

•  New  Jersey  Gazette,  May  27.  «  Same,  March  11. 
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new  device  among  these  deceivers  of  the  people,  to  cull  in  the 
aids  of  popular  superstition  in  support  of  their  ambitious  pro- 
jects. And  though  we  think  it  rather  a  profanation  to  amuse 
the  people  with  such  idle  tales  under  the  name  of  prophecy, 
we  hope  our  readers  will  excuse  our  inserting  this  of  the  good 
Madam  Shipley,  not  doubting  but  it  will  have  all  the  weight 
which  it  merits  with  those  for  whose  encouragement  it  was 
published  in  New  J ersey : 

"Trentox,  March  11. 
"  The  public  has  been  already  informed  of  the  death  of  Eliz- 
abeth Shipley,  of  Wilmington  ;  but  a  circumstance  relating 
thereto  is  (perhaps)  a  secret,  except  to  a  few.  On  her  death- 
bed, as  well  as  during  her  better  state  of  health,  she  was  much 
affected  with  the  calamity  that  this  country  now  labors  under 
from  the  cruel  oppression  of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  a  ray  of  that  light  by  which  the  soul  can  look  into 
future  events  springing  up  in  her,  she  was  comforted,  and 
with  godly  confidence  declared,  That  this  country  should  not 
he  conquered  Ly  Great  Britain.  This  6he  uttered  with  such 
solemnity  that  it  commanded  the  particular  notice  of  all  who 
heard  her,  and  is  now  made  public  for  the  encouragement  of 
every  well-wisher  to  the  freedom  and  liberties  of  America. 
Every  one  who  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  this  great  and 
good  woman,  whether  they  be  Whig  or  Tory,  will  be  inclined 
to  give  credit  to  her  prophecy ;  and  for  the  sake  of  all  such 
who  knew  her  not,  thev  are  now  informed  that  she  was  a  wo- 
man  eminently-  endowed  with  knowledge,  both  natural  and 
divine.*' 1 

March  25. — It  is  whispered  that  Congress,  finding  at  length 
the  baseness  and  depravity  of  their  American  subjects,  and  the 
folly  of  France  in  deserting  them,  are  determined  0,,,.™** 
to  retire  beyond  the  Mississippi  with  a  chosen  i»^"t°n*- 
band  of  -patriots,  to  be  drafted  chiefly  from  New  England  and 
the  minority  of  St.  Stephen's  chapel.  There,  breathing  from 
the  fatigues  of  this  glorious,  though  unsuccessful  struggle, 

1  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  March  21. 
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they  will  have  leisure  to  put  in  practice  those  excellent  refine- 
ments in  government  and  morals  of  which  they  have  already  / 
given  such  specimens  !  And  being  possessed  of  the  wisdom 
both  of  the  new  and  old  world,  they  will  exhibit  to  mankind 
such  a  perfect  model  of  society  as  shall  astonish  and  confound 
them.  They  will  so  mould  their  new  commonwealth  that  it 
shall  not  have  the  least  trace  of  any  that  now  docs  or  ever  has 
existed ;  especially  that  of  Great  Britain,  whose  constitution 
they  wisely  consider  as  the  most  ridiculous  jumble  and  com- 
pound of  folly  ever  produced  by  the  ignorance  of  man. 

Theirs  will  be  nearly  patriarchal,  resembling  one  great 
family;  and  as  it  is  an  assemblage  of  worthies  whose  lives 
have  been  devoted  to  the  good  of  mankind,  who  have  subdued 
all  vicious  appetites  and  inclinations,  their  laws  will  be  rather 
persuasive  than  directory.  Property,  that  source  of  all  crimes, 
will  either  be  abolished,  or  confined  to  the  mere  right  of  occu- 
pancy. No  one  will  be  allowed  to  possess  more  ground  than 
he  can  till,  which,  when  he  relinquishes,  returns  to  the  public 
stock,  and  is  open  to  the  next  occupant.  The.  rights  of  con- 
science^ of  private  judgment)  and  freedom  of  speech,  will  be 
secured  as  heretofore.  But  above  all,  thev  will  be  solicitous  to 
preserve  public  faith,  for  which  purpose  treaties,  compacts, 
conventions,  <fcc.,  will  be  made  religious  ceremonies.  The 
strictest  threatenings  will  be  denounced  against  every  species 
of  falsehood  and  misrepresentation  y  and  then  comes  their  pe- 
culiar characteristic,  humanity,  to  crown  the  whole. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  Providence  will  take  this  people 
under  its  immediate  protection,  and  therefore  all  fear  of  for. 
eign  invasion  vanishes.  Forbear,  then !  ye  sovereigns  of  the 
earth,  to  disturb  this  abode  of  philosophy  and  virtue.  And 
ye  people  of  America,  whose  lot  it  must  be  to  return  to  that 
state  of  slavery  you  have  been  brought  up  in,  may  you  be 
punished  for  your  supincness  by  a  total  unconsciousness  of 
your  wretched  situation.' 

ArRiL  1. — Amongst  those  who  left  Philadelphia  on  the  ap- 

1  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  March  25. 
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proach  of  the  enemy  to  that  city,  a  gentleman  who  had  with 
him  a  portable  printing  press,  took  refuge  somewhere  near 
Egg  Harbor.  By  mean6  of  a  well-conducted  corre-  The  Mlnuto 
spondencc  with  a  friend  in  the  city,  he  obtained  in*»is*nt*r- 
constant  and  authentic  intelligence  of  the  most  minute  occur- 
rences there.  Thus  provided,  he,  for  the  amusement  of  him- 
self and  a  few  friends,  publishes  a  paper  every  fortnight, 
which  he  calls  Pasquin,  or  the  Minute  Intelligencer.  As  these 
papers  are  not  for  sale,  and  but  a  few  copies  struck  off,  they 
do  not  circulate,  and  are  but  little  known.  Being  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, he  constantly  sends  me  some  of  his  performances. 
As  a  specimen  of  the  work,  I  have  selected  the  following 
articles : 

"  It  is  said  that  the  English  ministry,  having  no  hopes  of 
subduing  America  by  force  of  arms,  whilst  the  inhabitants 
retain  their  native  virtue,  have  instructed  the  officers  in  their 
army  to  try  a  more  certain  method  of  success,  by  debauching 
the  morals  of  the  men,  and  seducing  the  virtue  of  the  women. 
For  this  purpose  play  houses  are  opened,  gaming  tables  estab- 
lished, and  balls  promoted  in  a  cit}'  languishing  under  a  scar- 
city of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

"  His  Excellency  General  Howe,  ever  attentive  to  the  health 
of  his  army,  took  the  advantage  of  some  fair  weather  in  De- 
cember last,  and  determined  to  give  his  troops  an  airing,  of 
which  they  stood  in  great  need.  For  this  purpose  he  ordered 
the  whole  of  his  forces  out,  and  heading  them  himself,  took  a 
walk  into  the  country.  His  benevolent  intention  was  to  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  Lancaster,  but  finding  the  roads  about  Edge 
Hill  much  infested  with  armed  rebels,  he  thought  to  return  to 
the  city,  which  he  did  with  considerable  precipitation,  being 
apprehensive  of  an  approaching  storm.  Some  think  he  might 
have  forced  his  way  through  the  banditti,  but  he  was  too  pru- 
dent a  general  to  expend  his  Majesty's  powder  and  shot  on 
Biich  a  ragged  crew. 

"  We  have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  the  public  that  the  dis- 
putes respecting  the  arrangement  of  the  Royal  African  Reg- 
iment are  now  at  an  end,  his  excellency  having  determined 
that  arrangement  in  the  following  manner : 
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"  Quacfco — Colonel ;  Sambo — Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Cuffy 
—Major;  Toney  and  Cudjoe — Captains. 

"  The  contest  for  pre-eminence  between  Quacko  and  Sambo, 
■was  long  and  obstinate ;  it  is  evident  that  Sambo  has  the  thick- 
est lips,  and  the  whitest  teeth,  but  his  excellency  is  partially  in 
favor  of  Qnacko,  as  he  has  honored  him  with  the  command ; 
and  at  the  entertainment  lately  given  by  the  officers  of  the 
Royal  African  Regiment,  his  excellency  opened  the  ball  with 
Colonel  Qnacko's  lady,  and  danced  very  gracefully  to  the 
music  of  a  full  orchestra  of  banjoes  and  hurdy-gurdies.  How 
far  the  superior  beauty  of  Colonel  Qnacko's  lady  may  have 
contributed  to  his  promotion,  is  uncertain. 

"  We  hear  that  general  orders  have  been  issued  for  having 
the  Royal  African  Regiment  shorn  every  three  months,  in  order 
to  supply  the  ladies  of  the  court  of  Great  Britain  with  wool 
sufficient  for  the  present  fashionable  head-dress."  1 

"  ADVERTISEMENT. 

"Now  in  the  press  and  shortly  will  be  published,  neatly 
bound  in  calf,  the  miscellaneous  works  of  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Howe,  in  prose  and  verse,  containing,  amongst  many  other 
curious  particulars,  the  following  articles  : 

"  1st.  The  history  of  the  American  war ;  or  the  art  of  insur- 
ing  infamy  in  this  world  and  misery  in  the  next.  2d.  A  dis- 
sertation on  the  cardinal  virtues,  in  which  it  is  proved  that 
justice  and  mercy  ought  to  be  excluded  from  holding  any  rank 
amongst  them.  3d.  The  game  of  picquet  in  a  new  way,  by 
which  is  shown  how  a  person  may  win  ten  thousand  gold 
guineas  at  a  game,  and  yet  the  loser  remain  perfectly  satisfied. 
By  this  method,  cards  become  not  only  an  amusement,  but 
very  useful  in  the  settlement  of  accounts.  N.  B. — In  this 
learned  work  his  excellency  acknowledges  that  he  has  bee:i 
assisted  by  Mr.  "Ware,  the  commissary-general.  4th.  The  value 
of  British  gold  ;  or  the  art  of  paying  off  large  accounts  with 

1  A  carpenter  the  other  day,  walking  behind  a  little  woman,  dressed  in  the 
latent  European  method,  took  occasion  pently  to  measure  her  heed-dress,  when  it 
was  found  to  be  just  one-half  of  her  height. — Carver. 
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small  sums  ;  illustrated  by  a  variety  of  real  cases,  particularly 
one,  in  which  a  just  bill  of  £550  was  discharged  by  fifty  guin- 
eas, and  a  receipt  in  full  obtained.  5th.  Men  immortalized, 
and  death  defeated  ;  or,  the  returns  of  the  British  army  ; 
wherein  is  shown  how  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  thousand  sol- 
diers may  be  drawn,  who  have  long  since  died  of  putrid  fevers, 
or  been  slain  in  battle.  6th.  The  contented  cuckold ;  an  heroic 
poem.  7th.  Songs  and  amorous  odes  in  the  eastern  style;  a 
hymn  to  Venus;  Chloe,  or  the  African  beauty;  an  invitation 
to  Bacchus,  in  the  German  taste ;  the  progress  of  cruelty,  in 
six  cantos,  &c. 

"  The  work  will  be  comprised  in  three  vols.,  octavo ;  a  fourth 
volume  will  contain  congratulatory  addresses  to  his  excellency, 
from  the  several  provinces  wherein  he  has  restored  constitu- 
tional liberty.  But  these  addresses  have  not  yet  come  to 
hand. 

"  Now  publishing  in  sheets,  and  to  be  sold  at  Philadelphia, 
The  Political  Liar,  or  the  new  Fairy  Tales,  wherein  is  related 
how  a  shameful  defeat  mav  with  ease  be  converted  into  a  glo- 
rious  victory — how  large  reinforcements  may  be  obtained  by 
magic  arts — how  France  is  abandoning  America  bv  sending 
her  large  supplies  of  warlike  stores  and  other  necessaries — how 
General  Washington  lost  his  senses,  and  left  a  portemanteau 
containing  all  his  original  letters  and  secrets  of  State  with  a 
sick  negro,  whereby  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British 
officers,  and  are  now  publishing  at  large  in  the  Political  Liar,1 
with  many  other  entertaining  articles  of  the  same  kind. 

"  A  great  price  in  hard  money  will  be  given  for  a  little 
heart's  case.    Apply  to  the  superintendent-general." 

"  From  the  late  London  Papers. 

"  To  be  sold  by  public  auction,  on  the  1st  April,  1778,  at  the 
Koyal  Exchange,  Hanover  with  all  the  private  estate  of  George 
Whelps.  The  vast  sums  arising  from  this  sale  are  by  his  Maj- 
esty's most  gracious  promise,  to  be  distributed  amongst  the 
Tories  in  America,  who  have  suffered  so  much  on  his  account."  * 

1  Rivingt on's  Gazette.  1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  April  15. 
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Apbil  15. — Throughout  the  whole  past  winter,  with  Gen- 
eral Washington  within  twenty  miles  of  them,  the  British  have 

Gen«r»i  Howe  at  remained  in  Philadelpliia  quite  unalarmed  and 
Philadelphia.   easy    Not  a  6mgle  attack  has  been  attempted ; 

and  what  is  as  extraordinary,  not  a  single  fire  has  happened, 
or  even  a  common  riot  to  disturb  the  peace.  It  is  amazing  to 
think  that  a  garrison  so  confined  in  its  lines,  composed  of 
troops  of  different  nations  and  languages,  together  with  a 
motley  crew  of  inhabitants,  besides  the  sailors  of  the  navy, 
and  transports,  in  all  amounting  to  upwards  of  fifty  thousand 
people,  should  have  lived  together  in  the  most  perfect  har- 
mony and  peace.  Nothing  reflects  more  honor  on  the  charac- 
ter of  General  Howe  than  this  very  circumstance,  as  nothing 
but  the  highest  attention  to  good  discipline,  regularity,  and 
order,  could  have  effected  what  seems  so  very  incredible.  Tho 
early  support  he  gave  to  the  police  he  had  established  for  tho 
government  of  the  city,  the  public  countenance  he  gave  to  it 
on  all  occasions — never  suffering  its  authority  in  any  one  in. 
stance  to  be  violated  or  insulted — and  the  satisfaction  given  to 
the  inhabitants  by  the  measure  itself,  have  had  tho  highest 
good  effects,  and  justly  endear  him  to  both  army  and  country. 
Perhaps  there  never  was  a  general  commanding  an  army  more 
universally  beloved  by  officers  and  soldiers,  than  Sir  William ; 
nor  in  whom,  as  an  officer,  a  more  general  confidence  has  pre- 
vailed, both  for  abilities  and  spirit.1 

April  22. — An  elaborate  production  in  the  Lancaster  pa- 
pers of  to-day,  signed  Ilenricux,  concludes  thus : — "  Believe 
me,  the  present  time  with  the  enemy  is  a  time  of 
fearful  expectation  and  desperate  trial.  Their  all 
depends  upon  being  able  to  procrastinate  the  approaches  of 
General  Washington ;  in  distracting  the  minds  of  the  people ;  in 
producing  confusion  in  our  military  councils  and  operations, 
and  concealing  their  inability  to  act  offensively  under  a  most 
pompouB  parade  of  pushing  on  the  war.  Wherefore,  while  our 
bleeding  country  beckons  us  to  shut  up  the  temple  of  Janus, 

1  Upcott,  y.  133. 
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and  annihilate  the  power  of  Great  Britain  in  America  by 
one  exertion  of  our  combined  strength — who  dare  be  idle? 
Where  is  the  man  who  lays  claim  to  the  enjoyment  of  freedom 
that  will  not  exert  himself  in  assisting  our  great  general  to 
complete  what  ho  so  disinterestedly  engaged  in — what  he  pre- 
served after  the  loss  of  a  capital  part  of  his  army,  and  a  most 
disheartening  retreat  on  the  memorable  banks  of  the  Delaware, 
with  a  handful  of  brave  followers.  Is  there  an  American  who 
can  fight  but  this  moment  wishes  to  share  with  our  commander 
the  glory  of  completing  the  independence  and  happiness  of  the 
continent  ?  I  dare  say,  nay,  I  am  confident  of  it,  that  there 
will  not  be  found  one  out  of  the  field  when  it  is  known  their 
services  are  required,  but  such  as  cowardice  or  the  lurking 
principles  of  Toryism  detains.    Such  men  we  want  not. 

"  Tis  said  that  Hannibal  swore  to  his  father  never  to  be  at 
peace  with  the  Romans.  I  call  upon  all  those  who  are  in 
league  with  virtue  and  independence,  to  swear  with  me,  and 
to  each  other,  by  the  honor  of  their  ancestors — by  the  faith 
they  have  pledged  to  the  States — by  their  abhorrence  of  chains 
and  slavery — by  sacred  liberty  and  religion — by  their  wives 
and  children — by  the  ardent  principles  of  revenge  kindled  up 
in  virtuous  bosoms — by  the  dear  spirits  of  those  who  have 
fallen  in  battle — by  the  ghosts  of  their  starved  and  murdered 
brethren,  never  to  make  peace  with  Britons  till  they  have 
humbled  them  with  the  dust,  and  taken  consummate  ven- 
geance for  all  their  outrages,  rapines,  ravages,  and  murders, 
by  the  final  establishment  of  a  Glorious  Independence '." 

[By  such  pitiful  productions  have  the  unthinking  multitude 
been  diverted  out  of  their  liberty  and  property — oaths  on  the 
holy  evangelists  having  been  found,  by  experience,  of  no  value 
amongst  rebels.  "VVe  cannot,  therefore,  be  surprised  to  find 
them  in  search  of  objects  more  suitable  to  their  purpose  than 
the  sacred  records.  The  notion  of  departed  spirits,  ghosts, 
<fcc,  may  serve  to  frighten  the  ignorant  to  the  field,  where  they 
will,  like  many  of  their  predecessors,  procure  independency  for 
their  sinful  souls.]  ' 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  May  9. 
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April  23. — The  enemy,  says  a  correspondent,  after  the 
flogging  of  Burgoyne,  have  resumed  their  old  trick  of  sham 
Tb«  conciliatory  treaty-  General  Tryon  (by  what  authority  ho  best 
BUta-  knows)  has  introduced  into  New  Jersey  a  ridicu- 
lous publication  under  the  title  of  "  Draught  of  a  bill  for  de- 
claring the  intentions  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  con- 
cerning the  exercise  of  the  right  of  imposing  taxes  within  his 
Majesty's  colonics,  provinces,  and  plantations  in  North  Amer- 
ica," which  just  amounts  to  the  old  nauseous  dish  (which  no 
honest  American  could  ever  6wallow)  with  a  little  amendation 
in  the  cookery  and  sauces,  together  with  the  "  Draught  of  a  bill 
to  enable  his  Majesty  to  appoint  Commissioners  with  sufficient 
powers  to  treat,  consult,  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting 
the  disorders  now  subsisting  in  certain  of  the  colonies,  prov- 
inces, and  plantations  in  North  America."  What  renders  this 
nonsensical  manoeuvre  still  more  ominous  is,  that  General 
Tryon  (and  by  the  name  of  governor,  too)  certifies  them  to  be 
true  copies.1  Surely  the  ministry  might  have  found  a  more 
proper  person  for  that  purpose  than  the  most  obnoxious  of  all 
obnoxious  animals  by  his  professed  declarations  in  the  pleasure 
he  takes  in  burning,  kidnapping,  and  every  species  of  desola- 
tion. And  offering  pardon  too — consummate  impudence! 
"Who  wants  and  will  stoop  to  accept  of  a  pardon  for  defending 
his  country  against  the  most  villanous  tyranny  that  was  ever 
devised  bv  the  art  of  man  ?  Divide  and  rule.  But  America 
has  too  much  sense  to  be  so  gulled." 

These  bills  were  published  in  all  the  loyal  newspapers  of  the  time.  In  Riv- 
ington'a  Gazette  they  were  published  with  the  subjoined  introduction "The  fol- 
lowing draughts  of  two  bills,  presented  and  read  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
the  19th  of  February  last,  are  produced  to  the  public  through  the  channel  of  this 
paper.  They  deserve  the  most  serious  attention  of  our  unhappy  fellow-aub- 
jects  now  in  rebellion  against  the  parent  State,  which  hath  from  the  first  period 
of  their  existence,  nursed  and  protected  them  with  the  tendcrcst  and  fondest 
care;  overlooking  the  petulant  humors  which  sometimes  showed  themselves,  and 
which,  from  the  first  origin  of  the  present  troubles,  hath  endeavored  by  every 
prudent,  mild,  and  reasonable  method,  to  prevent  those  scenes  of  desolation 
and  bloodshed  which  now  distress  the  country,  and  threaten  it  with  complete 
and  horrid  ruin.  Here  again  does  the  lenity  and  mercy  of  Great  Britain  hold  out 
peace,  safety,  and  happiness  upon  a  broad  and  firm  basis  to  the  deluded  inhabit- 
ant of  the  colonics."  »  New  Jersey  Gazette,  April  23. 
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At  length  we  have  intelligence  from  France  that  the  Con- 
gress have  concluded  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  King  of  the 
French  : — His  Most  Christian  Majesty  guaran-    Tmay  wlth 
tees  the  independence,  sovereignty,  liberties,  and  *"«»«•■ 
all  the  possessions  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  they, 
on  their  part,  guarantee  all  the  dominions  of  that  prince  in  the 
West  Indies.    The  part  he  has  acted  upon  this  occasion  is 
truly  noble  and  magnanimous.    No  monopoly  of  our  trade  is 
desired ;  it  is  left  open  to  all  we  choose  to  trade  with.    This  is 
wise  as  it  is  generous,  it  being  undoubtedly  the  interest  of 
France  that  this  treaty  should  be  durable,  which  would  not 
have  been  so  likely  had  hard  terms  been  exacted  of  us.  "We 
are,  moreover,  liberally  assisted  there  with  all  kinds  of  supplies. 
The  treaties  were  signed  on  the  sixth  of  February,  but  were  not 
publicly  known  when  the  frigate  which  brought  them  to  Con- 
gress, sailed ;  but  they  were  talked  of  as  highly  probable,  from 
circumstances  :  and  the  English  minister  to  defeat,  if  possible, 
this  expected  union,  and  recover  the  dependence  of  the  colo- 
nies, has  brought  in  two  bills,  which  he  calls  conciliatory,  but 
which  are  a  composition  of  artifice  and  uncertainty.  The  right, 
as  they  are  pleased  to  call  it,  of  laying  taxes  on  us  is  not  given 
up ;  the  Parliament  only  declared,  that  in  consideration  of  some 
inconveniences  found  in  the  exercise  of  this  right,  they  intend 
not  to  exercise  it  hereafter,  except  for  regulating  trade ;  but  the 
next  Parliament  may  find  this  declaration  inconvenient,  and 
may  repeal  it,  and  may  resume  the  right.    Commissioners  are 
appointed  to  treat  with  any  body  of  men  in  America,  on  the 
means  of  quieting  the  disorders  there,  but  can  do  nothing  defi- 
nite, except  granting  pardons,  declaring  and  revoking  cessa- 
tion of  arms,  <fec.    On  this,  a  gentleman  of  character  says,  in 
one  of  his  letters,  "  I  hope  no  American  will  be  mean  enough 
to  accept  their  pardons ;  and  I  am  sure  they  will  not  be  so 
weak  as  to  disband  or  disarm,  in  the  smallest  degree,  on  the 
faith  of  their  declaring  a  cessation  of  arms."    He  adds,  "  Be- 
lieve me,  the  malice  of  the  British  court  is  as  great  against  us 
as  ever,  but  they  are  at  present  in  a  great  consternation,  unable 
to  go  on,  and  dread  to  give  up,  and  fearing  a  war  with  France 
and  Spain,  which  they  see  must  ruin  them.  If  they  can  divide 
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and  weaken  us,  or  deceive  ns  into  a  submission,  they  will  pun- 
ish us  at  their  leisure."  France  has  this  same  year  renewed 
her  fifty  years'  alliance  with  the  thirteen  United  States  of 
Switzerland,  which  she  has  faithfully  kept  for  two  hundred 
years.  A  good  omen  for  us.  The  accession  of  Spain  to  the 
treaties  was  not  doubted.  These  events  are  most  important  in 
favor  of  America ;  they  give  us  a  stability  that  must  support 
and  extend  our  credit  in  Europe,  while  that  of  Britain  is  daily 
sinking.  The  good  will  to  our  cause  in  Europe  is  universal ; 
all  nations  wish,  and  are  ready  to  concur,  in  the  humiliation 
of  England,  as  soon  as  they  dare.  By  returning  to  their  gov- 
ernment, we  should  have  them  and  all  Europe  against  us ;  we 
are  now,  with  all  Europe,  against  them.  There  is  no  hesitating 
a  moment  which  to  choose  of  these  two  situations.  The  public 
may  rely  on  the  authenticity  of  the  above  accounts,  which,  if 
improved  with  wisdom  and  spirit  here,  must,  by  the  favor  of 
Heaven,  prove  decisive  for  America.' 


•  New  York  Journal,  May  18. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Mat  1.— This  morning,  at  daylight,  the  American  camp, 
which  lay  near  the  Crooked  Billet,*  was  surrounded  with  a 
body  of  the  enemy,  who  appeared  on  all  quarters.  Flghtattbe 
The  scouts  neglected  last  night  to  patrol  the  roads  c™**  KUet 
as  they  were  ordered,  but  lay  in  camp  till  near  day,  though 
their  orders  were  to  leave  it  by  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
On  the  disobedience  of  some  officers  of  the  6couts  we  have  to 
lay  our  misfortunes. 

The  alarm  was  so  sudden,  we  had  scarcely  time  to  mount 
our  horses  before  the  enemy  was  within  musket  shot  of  our 
quarters.  We  observed  a  party  in  our  rear  had  got  into  houses 
and  behind  fences ;  their  numbers  appearing  nearly  equal  to 
ours,  we  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  attack  them  in  that  situa- 
tion, especially  as  another  body  appeared  in  our  front  to  the 
east  of  the  Billet ;  and  not  knowing  what  numbers  we  had  to 
contend  with,  we  thought  it  best  to  open  our  way  under  cover 
of  a  wood  to  the  left  of  our  camp,  towards  Colonel  Hart's,  for 
which  our  little  party  moved  in  columns,  the  baggage  follow- 
ing in  the  rear.  We  had  not  passed  far  before  our  flanking 
parties  began  to  change  shot  with  the  enemy,  but  kept  moving 
on  till  we  made  the  wood,  when  a  party  of  both  foot  and  horse 
came  up  the  Biberry  road,  and  attacked  our  right  flank ;  the 
party  from  the  Billet  fell  upon  our  rear ;  the  horse,  from  the 
rear  of  our  camp,  came  upon  our  left  flank.  A  body  of  horse 
appearing  in  our  front,  we  made  a  stand  in  the  wood,  and  gave 
them  some  warm  fires,  which  forced  them  to  retire;  their 

1  Near  Neshamlny  Bridge. 
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liorse  suffered  considerably  as  they  charged  us,  and  were 
severely  repulsed ;  their  strength  gathering  from  all  quarters, 
we  thought  it  best  to  move  on,  which  we  did  with  the  loss  of 
our  baggage,  the  horse  giving  way  in  the  front  as  we  advanced. 

We  continued  skirmishing  for  upwards  of  two  miles,  when 
we  made  a  torn  to  the  left,  which  entirely  extricated  us  from 
them.  AVe  came  into  the  York  road  near  the  cross  roads,  and 
moved  slowly  down  toward  the  Billet,  in  hopes  to  take  some 
advantage  of  them  on  that  quarter,  where  they  must  least  ex- 
pect us,  but  we  found  they  retired  toward  the  city.  Our  peo- 
ple behaved  well ;  our  loss  is  upwards  of  thirty  killed  and 
wounded ;  some  were  butchered  in  a  manner  the  most  brutal 
savages  could  not  equal ;  even  while  living  some  were  thrown 
into  buckwheat  straw,  and  the  straw  set  on  fire ;  the  clothes 
were  burnt  on  others,  and  scarcely  one  without  a  dozen  wounds 
with  bayonets  and  cutlasses.  Fifty-eight  are  missing.  The 
enemy's  loss  is  not  known,  but  it  is  currently  reported  one  field 
officer  is  among  the  slain;  we  took  three  of  their  horse,  five 
were  left  dead  on  the  field,  the  riders  either  killed  or  wounded.' 

May  2. — Among  the  slain,  near  the  Crooked  Billet,  yester- 
day, fell  the  gallant  Captain  John  Downey,  late  schoolmaster 
in  Philadelphia,  whose  worth  entitles  him  to  a 

John  Downey.  ,  * 

place  in  the  annals  of  America.  He  took  an  ac- 
tive and  early  part  in  our  struggles  for  liberty.  He  went  as  a 
volunteer  to  Jersey  last  winter  was  a  year,  where  he  behaved 
gallantly  in  the  battle  of  Trenton  and  Princeton.  He  being 
chosen  captain  of  a  company  of  Philadelphia  militia,  served 
his  tour  of  duty  two  months  last  summer  at  Billingsport,  when 
on  account  of  his  superior  knowledge  in  mathematics,  the  ex- 
ecutive council  employed  him  to  make  a  military'  survey  of  the 
river  Delaware,  which  he  performed  with  great  exactness; 
since  which  time  he  has  performed  many  very  important  ser- 
vices to  his  country,  a  love  to  which  prompted  him  to  attempt 
any  thing  which  promised  its  welfare.  He  lately  acted  as  an 
assistot-commissary,  and  in  this  capacity  was  with  our  brave 

'.New  York  Journal,  June  1. 
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militia  in  the  attack  yesterday.  From  hia  known  readiness  to 
fight  and  bleed  for  his  country,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
when  the  attack  began  he  attempted  to  join  his  countrymen, 
when  he  was  shot  through  the  shoulder,  and  that  he  lay  yi  his 
blood  till  the  enemy  returned,  when  they  despatched  him  in  a 
cruel  manner;  for  his  body  was  found  with  one  of  his  hands 
almost  cut  off,  his  head  slashed  in  several  places,  his  skull  cut 
through,  his  brains  coming  out  at  his  nose  and  scattered  all 
around.  He  was  an  enlightened  patriot,  an  affectionate  friend, 
a  gallant  soldier,  a  fond  husband,  and  an  indulgent  parent. 
He  had  no  inheritance  to  leave,  as  his  little  property  was  left 
in  Philadelphia ;  but  lie  has  left  a  sorrowful  widow  and  five 
helpless  children  in  very  indigent  circumstances.  They  are 
worthy  of  the  notice  of  the  charitable.1 

This  day,  Mr.  Simeon  Dcane  arrived  at  Congress  express 
from  the  American  plenipotentiaries "  at  the  court  of  France, 
and  delivered  his  despatches  to  the  president.  ^  AIIIjince  wUh 
The  important  contents  are,  by  a  correspondent,  Frane* 
thus  communicated  : 

"  The  news  of  the  defeat  and  captivity  of  General  Bur- 
goyne  was  received  in  France  the  beginning  of  December, 
with  as  much  joy  as  if  a  victory  by  their  own  troops  had  been 
announced.  Our  plenipotentiaries  took  this  opportunity  again 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  court  of  France  to  the  object  of 

1  New  York  Journal,  Jnnc  1. 

■  When  Dr.  Franklin  and  Silas  Dcane  were  introduced  to  the  French  King  in 
the  quality  of  ambassadors  from  North  America,  they  went  in  elegant  coaches, 
attended  by  domestics  in  superb  French  liveries,  with  a  suite.  On  their  entrance 
into  the  court-yard,  martial  music  struck  up,  the  soldiers  were  under  arms,  and  the 
French  flag  was  lowered  as  a  solemn  salute,  which  all  the  officers  accompanied. 
In  the  inner  part  of  the  palace  they  were  received  by  les  eent  Suis*cs,  the  major 
of  which  announced  "Let  ambassadrurs  des  treize  prorinces  'units,'"  i.  e.,  The 
ambassadors  from  the  "Thirteen  United  Provinces."  When  they  were  ushered 
into  the  royal  presence,  the  college  of  Paris,  the  bishops,  the  nobility,  ministers, 
foreign  and  domestic,  and  ladies  arose  and  saluted  them.  Old  Franklin  was  ob- 
served to  weep,  but  the  Count  do  Vergennes  relieved  the  confusion  of  the  philos- 
opher, by  waiving  certain  forms,  and  immediately  presenting  him  to  the  King, 
who,  a  F Anglais*,  took  the  ambassador  by  the  hand,  and  viewing  hu  credentials, 
entered  directly  into  conversation.— JVVw  York  Journal,  July  6. 
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their  negotiation.  On  the  16th,  Monsieur  Gerard,  royal  syndic 
of  Strasburgh,  and  secretary  of  his  Majesty '6  Council  of  State, 
waited  on  our  plenipotentiaries,  and  informed  them,  by  order 
of  tfye  King,  4  That  after  long  and  full  consideration  of  our 
affairs  and  propositions  in  council,  it  was  decided,  and  his 
Majesty  was  determined  to  acknowledge  our  independence, 
and  make  a  treaty  with  us  of  amity  and  commerce ;  that  in 
the  treaty  no  advantage  would  be  taken  of  our  present  situa- 
tion to  obtain  terms  from  us  which  otherwise  would  not  be  con- 
venient for  us  to  agree  to,  his  Majesty  desiring  that  the  treaty, 
once  made,  should  be  durable,  and  our  amity  subsist  forever, 
which  could  not  be  expected,  if  each  nation  did  not  find  its 
interest  in  the  continuance  as  well  as  in  the  commencement  of 
it.  It  was  therefore  his  intention  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
should  be  such  as  we  might  be  willing  to  agree  to  if  our  state 
had  been  long  established,  and  in  the  fulness  of  Btrength  and 
power,  and  6uch  as  we  should  approve  of  when  that  time 
should  come ;  that  his  Majesty  was  fixed  in  his  determination 
not  only  to  acknowledge,  but  to  support  our  independence  by 
every  means  in  his  power ;  that  in  doing  this  he  might  probably 
be  soon  engaged  in  war,  with  all  the  expenses,  risk,  and  damage 
usually  attending  it ;  yet  he  should  not  expect  any  compensation 
from  us  on  that  account,  nor  pretend  that  he  acted  wholly  for 
our  sakes,  since,  besides  his  real  good-will  to  us  and  our  cause, 
it  was  manifestly  the  interest  of  France  that  the  power  of 
England  should  be  diminished  by  our  separation  from  it.  He 
should,  moreover,  not  so  much  as  insist,  that,  if  he  engaged  in 
a  war  with  England  on  our  account,  we  should  not  make  a 
separate  peace  for  ourselves,  whenever  good  and  advantageous 
terms  were  offered  to  us.  The  only  condition  he  would  require 
and  rely  on  would  be  this  :  That  we,  in  no  peace  to  be  made 
with  England,  should  give  up  our  independence  and  return  to 
the  obedience  qf  that  government? 

"  That  upon  such  principles,  by  virtue  of  full  powers  by  the 
King  of  France,  to  Monsieur  Gerard,  royal  syndic  of  the  city 
of  Strasburgh,  and  secretary  of  his  Majesty's  Council  of  State, 
dated  the  30th  of  January,  1778,  this  minister,  with  our  pleni- 
potentiaries, signed  at  Paris  on  the  6th  of  February,  a  treaty 
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of  alliance  and  commerce  between  the  crown  of  France  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  almost  in  the  very  terms  in  which  the 
American  plenipotentiaries  had  been  instructed  by  Congress. 
In  the  treaty  of  alliance  the  following  articles  are  conspicuous  : 

"  Article  I.  If  war  should  break  out  between  France  and 
Great  Britain,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  England,  his  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  shall  make  it  a  common  cause,  and  aid  each 
other  mutually  with  their  good  offices,  their  councils,  and  their 
forces,  according  to  the  exigence  of  conjunctures,  as  becomes 
good  and  faithful  allies. 

"  Article  II.  The  essential  aod  direct  end  of  the  present  de- 
fensive alliance  is,  to  maintain  effectually  the  liberty,  sovereign- 
ty, and  independence,  absolute  and  unlimited,  of  the  said  United 
States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce. 

"  Article  VI.  The  most  Christian  King  renounces  forever 
the  possession  of  the  island  of  Bermuda,  as  well  as  of  any  part 
of  the  continent  of  North  America,  which  before  the  treaty  of 
Paris,  in  1763,  or  in  virtue  of  that  treaty,  were  acknowledged 
to  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  the  United  States, 
heretofore  called  British  Colonies,  or  which  arc  at  this  time,  or 
have  lately  been,  under  the  power  of  the  King  and  crown  of 
Great  Britain."  1 

'  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  Postscript,  May  2.  "  This,"  says  Rivinpton,  in  his 
Gazette  of  May  20th,  "  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  masterpiece,  or  keystone  of  the 
arch  that  supports  that  system  of  lies  with  which  the  good  people  of  America 
have  been  gulled  and  deceived ;  but  the  foundation  is  rotten,  and  the  whole  fabric 
must  soon  fall  to  the  ground.  Franklin  knew  this,  and  makes  use  of  the  last 
effort  to  support  his  own  consequence.  But  the  deception  is  too  gross,  too  pal- 
pable almost  for  the  congress  itself.  They  have  only  ventured  to  publish  in  an 
indirect  manner,  three  of  the  most  conspicuous  articles,  by  which,  supposing  them 
to  be  really  genuine,  France  engages  to  do  nothing.  She  renounces  the  possession 
of  a  country  to  which  she  does  not  pretend  to  have  the  least  claim.  She  will 
also  be  very  glad  to  see  the  independency  of  America  established,  and  enjoy  a 
share  of  its  trade,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  hurting  the  little  finger  of  one 
of  her  own  subjects.  And  if  ever  she  should  be  engaged  in  a  war  with  Hfigland, 
she  will  then  join  her  rebellious  subjecta,  and  give  them  all  the  aid  in  her  power. 
0  wonderful !  But  there  is  wanted  no  ghost,  nor  a  Simeon  Deane  to  tell  us  this! 
The  truth  is,  the  leaders  of  rebellion  are  alarmed  for  their  own  safety ;  they  see 
peace  and  happiness  held  out  to  the  people  in  the  clearest  and  most  unreserved 
terms ;  but  for  themselves  there  is  no  retreat,  only  what  must  ultimately  end  ia 
infamy  and  disgrace." 
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The  treaty  of  "commerce  stands  upon  the  broad  basis  of 
equality ;  and  considering  the  established  great  power  of  France, 
and  the  infancy  of  the  United  States,  is  an  act  without  parallel. 
In  a  word,  the  sentiments  delivered  on  the  16th  of  December 
by  Monsieur  Gerard,  by  order  of  the  King  of  France,  are  sen- 
timents rarely  entertained  by  princes,  and  which,  together  with 
these  equal  treaties,  must  rank  him,  not  only  among  the  great- 
est monarchs  of  France,  but  in  history. 

These  important  advices  were  brought  in  the  Le  Sensible, 
M.  Marignie  commander,  a  royal  frigate  of  France,  of  twenty- 
eight  twclve-poundcrs,  and  three  hundred  men.  She  left  Brest 
on  the  eighth  of  March,  and,  after  a  passage  of  thirty -five 
days,  arrived  at  Casco  Bay,  from  whence  she  6ailed  on  her 
return,  after  two  days'  6tay  to  take  in  water. 

Of  this  extraordinary  publication,  says  the  editor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Ledger,  we  doubt  not  but  our  readers  will  think 

Toty  Remark*  on  *S  We  ^°  tnat  We  *iaVe  6°°^  reason  tO  SUSpeCt  it 

t£o  Alliance.  ;gj  wnat  manv  former  publications  from  the  same 
quarter  certainly  have  been,  a  seasonable  piece  of  misrepresen- 
tation. There  is  an  art,  well  known  by  these  adepts,  of  mix- 
ing truth  and  falsehood,  or  of  conveying  falsehood  in  the  vehi- 
cle of  truth. 

The  hasty  resolution  of  Congress  to  reject  all  possible  offers 
of  accommodation  with  Great  Britain,  was  found  to  alarm  the 
people,  who  must  be  supposed  to  prefer  a  re-union  with  the 
mother  country,  on  the  generous  terms  proposed,  before  any 
romantic  and  hazardous  scheme  of  ambition  whatever.  It 
was,  therefore,  necessary  to  pacify  the  popular  alarm,  and  en- 
deavor to  reconcile  us  to  the  idea  of  a  ruinous  connection  with 
France,  by  representing  the  terms  of  that  connection  in  a  flat- 
tering light.  However,  supposing  this  to  be  a  true  and  faith- 
ful account,  it  certainly  ought  the  more  to  alarm  every  true 
friend  to  the  future  peace  and  prosperity  of  America.  Surely 
we  have  reason  to  distrust  the  restless  and  enterprising  spirit 
of  France,  and  of  those  other  commercial  powers  who  are  said 
to  favor  the  project  of  American  independency  !  And,  if  the 
French  King  lias  agreed  to  such  a  treaty  as  this,  of  which, 
however,  a  sample  only  is  given  us,  we  must  be  madly  cred- 
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ulous  indeed  if  we  believe  it  proceeds  from  any  other  motives 
than,  at  all  events,  to  prevent  our  enjoying  now  the  benefits  of 
a  happy  reconciliation,  and  with  a  view,  when  the  times  will 
bear  it,  to  bring  us  into  such  a  state  of  domestic  expense  and 
foreign  dependence,  as  must  make  us  forever  repent  our  folly 
in  not  having  embraced  the  opportunity,  now  presented,  of 
securing  our  civil  and  religious  freedom,  peace,  and  safety, 
against  the  arts  or  violence  of  all  the  world,  by  a  cordial  re- 
union with  our  mother  country  ! 

Is  it  possible  that  we  can  now  wish  for  a  final  separation 
from  Britain,  the  ancient  and  chief  support  of  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion in  the  world,  for  the  sake  of  upholding  a  little  longer, 
at  the  expense  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  the  arbitrary  power 
of  that  Congress,  who  without  even  asking  our  consent,  have 
di*ponfd  of  us,  have  mortgaged  us  like  vassals  and  slaves,  by 
refusing  to  treat  witli  Britain,  and  by  entering  into  a  treaty 
with  that  ambitious  and  treacherous  power,  whose  religious 
and  political  maxims  have  so  often  disturbed  the  peace  and  in- 
vaded the  rights  of  mankind  ?  The  Congress  have  wonderfully 
altered  their  tone  of  late.  The  time  was  when  the  bare  tolera- 
tion of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  Canada,  though  stipu- 
lated for  by  articles  of  capitulation,  was  treated  as  a  wicked 
attempt  to  establish  "  a  sanguinary  faith,  which  had  for  ages 
filled  the  world  with  blood  and  slaughter!"  But  now  the 
Congress  are  willing  to  make  us  the  instruments  of  weakening 
the  best  friends,  and  of  strengthening  the  most  powerful  and 
ambitions  enemies  of  the  Reformation  to  such  a  degree  as  must 
do  more  than  all  the  world  besides  could  do,  towards  the 
universal  re-establishment  of  Popery  through  all  Christen- 
dom. It  will  be  said  that  the  French  are  no  longer  such  a 
bigoted  people  as  they  were  in  the  day  of  the  St.  Bartholomew 
massacre,  and  that  we  need  not  fear  imbibing  any  improper 
sentiments  from  her  maxims  of  religion  or  government.  That 
France  is  not  so  blindly  bigoted  to  her  religious  faith  as  former- 
ly, we  readily  grant — indeed,  her  religion  is  little  more  at  this 
day  than  an  outside  show  to  cover  a  general  infidelity ;  but 
there  is,  for  this  very  reason,  the  more  cause  to  fear  and  dis- 
trust her  views,  as  the  less  real  religion  she  has  at  heart,  the 
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more  will  she  be  disposed  to  encourage  the  political  tenets  of 
tlie  Church  of  Rome,  on  account  of  the  advantages  they  afford 
to  her  ambition,  in  the  pious  work  of  enslaving  mankind.  As 
to  Spain,  the  confederated  ally  of  France,  we  know  how  zeal- 
ously she  continues  to  support  the  horrid  authority  of  an  in- 
quisition for  the  same  reasons.  Judge,  then,  what  we  have  to 
hope  or  expect  from  such  an  alliance  I  We  not  only  run  a 
manifest  risk  of  becoming  slaves  ourselves,  under  the  treach- 
erous title  of  independency,  but  we  are  doing  every  thing  in 
our  power  to  overturn  the  Protestant  religion,  and  extinguish 
every  spark,  both  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  in  the  world ! 
These  sentiments,  no  doubt,  will  bo  ridiculed  by  those  who  are 
interested  in  supporting  the  measures  of  Congress ;  but  they 
surely  demand  the  serious  attention  of  every  disinterested 
friend  of  this  country,  and  of  every  man  who  wishes  well  to 
the  rights  of  humanity  and  conscience  in  every  part  of  the 
world.1 

• 

May  5. — This  afternoon,  the  Commander-in-chief  issued, 
from  head-quarters  at  Valley  Forge,  the  following  after  or- 
The  Aiiumcc  with  ^ors  •    ^  having  pleased  the  Almighty  Ruler  of 

France.  ^ne  Tjmygrs^  propitiously  to  defend  the  cause  of 
the  United  American  States,  and  finally,  by  raising  up  a  pow- 
erful friend  among  the  Princes  of  the  Earth,  to  establish  our 
Liberty  and  Independence  upon  lasting  foundations — it  be- 
comes us  to  set  apart  a  day  for  gratefully  acknowledging  the 
divine  goodness  and  celebrating  the  important  event  which  we 
owe  to  his  benign  interposition. 

The  several  brigades  are  to  be  assembled  for  this  purpose, 
at  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  when  their  chaplains  will 
communicate  the  intelligence  in  the  postscript  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Gazette  of  the  second  instant,  and  offer  up  a  thanksgiv- 
ing, and  deliver  a  discourse  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

At  half  after  ten  o'clock  a  cannon  will  be  lired,  which  is  to 
be  a  signal  for  the  men  to  be  under  arms. 

The  brigade  inspectors  will  then  inspect  their  dress  and 

1  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  May  18. 
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anna,  form  the  battalions  according  to  instructions  given  them, 
and  announce  to  the  commanding  officers  of  brigades  that  the 
battalions  are  formed. 

The  brigadiers  will  then  appoint  the  field  officers  to  com- 
mand the  battalions,  after  which  each  battalion  will  be  ordered 
to  load  and  ground  their  amis.  At  half-past  eleven  another 
cannon  will  be  fired  as  a  signal  for  the  march,  upon  which  the 
several  brigades  will  begin  their  march  by  wheeling  to  the 
right  by  platoons,  and  proceed  by  the  nearest  way  to  the  left 
of  their  ground,  in  the  new  position  that  will  be  pointed  out  by 
the  brigade  inspectors.  A  third  signal  will  be  given,  upon 
which  there  will  be  a  discharge  of  thirteen  cannon ;  when  the 
thirteenth  has  fired,  a  running  fire  of  the  infantry  will  begin 
on  the  right  of  Woodford's,  and  continue  throughout  the  whole 
front  line ;  it  will  be  then  taken  up  on  the  left  of  the  second 
line,  and  continue  to  the  right  Upon  a  signal  given  the  whole 
army  will  Huzza  /  long  live  the  King  of  France  ! 

The  artillery  then  begins  again,  and  fires  thirteen  rounds. 
This  will  be  succeeded  by  second  general  discharge  of  mus- 
ketry in  a  running  fire — Huzza  !  long  live  the  friendly  Euro- 
pean powers !  Then  the  last  discharge  of  thirteen  pieces  of 
artillery  will  bo  given,  followed  by  a  general  running  fire — 
Huzza  for  the  American  States  ! 1 

May  6. — Agreeably  to  the  special  orders  issued  yesterday 
at  head-quarters,  the  alliance  has  been  splendidly  celebrated. 
A  writer  gives  the  following  minute  account  of  the  festivities, 
in  a  familiar  letter  to  a  friend : 

"  How  often  have  you  told  me  that  a  man  of  my  contcm- 
plative  turn,  so  fond  of  the  shades  of  retirement  and  the  endear- 
ments of  domestic  life,  could  find  but  little  feli-  ^  AlUaDM 
city  amidst  the  uncontrollable  vicissitudes  of  war.  ceWb»t«L 
Yon  did  not  recollect  that  there  is  in  nature  a  principle  much 
stronger  than  the  passion  for  ease,  and  more  powerful  than  the 
incitements  to  pleasure,  which  operates  like  the  strength  of  a 
Samson  in  drawing  us  from  our  retirements,  and  breaking 

1  New  Jewcy  Gazette,  May  18. 
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asunder  the  silken  cords  of  onr  Helens  or  Delilahs.  I  have 
long  since  discovered  that  pleasures  of  the  most  agreeable  kind 
may  be  found  even  in  the  bustle  of  a  camp.  What  do  yon 
think,  my  dear  friend,  does  the  soldier  feel,  in  reviewing  the 
dangers  he  has  passed — in  planning  or  executing  the  overthrow 
of  tyranny — or  celebrating  the  exploit*  of  heroes?  And  what 
spectacle  can  you  imagine  more  splendid,  than  an  army  of  free- 
men drawn  up,  within  hearing  of  their  enemy,  to  celebrate  the 
ackowledgment  of  our  independence,  and  alliance  with  the 
first  monarch  in  the  world  ;  and  whom  can  you  conceive  more 
happy  than  those  who  have  borne  no  inconsiderable  part  in 
the  struggles  and  adversities  that  served  to  produce  an  event 
so  favorable  to  the  interests  of  mankind  ?  I  wished  for  von 
more  than  once,  during  our  feu  de  joie,  to  have  shared  with 
me  in  the  festivity  of  the  day.  It  would  have  given  yon  new 
ideas  of  military  pleasures,  and  helped  the  poem  on  our  inde- 
pendence, which  you  have  promised,  to  some  elegant  strokes 
of  the  epic.  Heretofore  we  have  celebrated  the  day  in  which 
a  prince  was  vested  with  the  power  to  kill  and  enslave  us ;  but 
this  was  the  day  of  rejoicing  at  the  interment  of  tyranny,  and 
the  coronation  of  American  Independence. 

"  After  the  chaplains  had  finished  their  discourses,  and  the 
second  cannon  was  fired,  the  troops  began  their  march  to  the 
lines  in  the  following  order : — Each  major-general  conducted 
the  first  brigade  of  his  command  to  the  ground  ;  the  other  bri- 
gades were  conducted  by  their  commanding  officers  in  separate 
columns.  Major-General  Lord  Stirling  commanded  on  the 
right,  the  Marquis  De  La  Fayette  on  the  left,  and  the  Baron 
De  Kalb  the  second  line.  But  this  arrangement  can  convey 
no  adequate  idea  of  their  movements  to  their  several  posts — of 
the  appearance  of  his  excellency  during  his  circuit  round  the 
lines — of  the  air  of  our  soldiers — the  cleanliness  of  their  dress 
— the  brilliancy  and  good  order  of  their  arms,  and  the  remark- 
able animation  with  which  they  performed  the  necessary  salute 
as  the  general  passed  along.  Indeed,  during  the  whole  of  the 
review,  the  utmost  military  decorum  was  preserved,  while  at 
the  same  time  one  might  observe  the  hearts  of  the  soldiery 
struggling  to  express  their  feelings  in  a  way  more  agreeable  to 
nature. 
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<: The  Commander-in-chief,  his  suite;  the  Marquis  De  La 
Fayette,  his  train  ;  Lord  Stirling,  General  Greene,  and  the 
other  principal  officers,  who  had  joined  his  excellency,  having 
finished  the  review,  retired  to  the  centre  of  the  encampment, 
to  a  kind  of  amphitheatre,  which  had  been  formed  to  entertain 
the  officers  of  the  army,  who  were  invited  to  partake  of  a  col- 
lation with  his  excellency,  after  the  feu  dejoie. 

"On  firing  of  the  third  signal  gun,  they<?w  de  joie  com- 
menced. It  was  conducted  with  great  judgment  and  regu- 
larity. The  gradual  progression  of  the  sound  from  the  discharge 
of  cannon  and  musketry,  swelling  and  rebounding  from  the 
neighboring  hills,  and  gently  sweeping  along  the  Schuylkill, 
With  the  intermingled  huzzas — to  long  live  the  King  of  France 
— long  live  the  friendly  European  powers,  and  long  live  the 
American  States,  composed  a  military  music  more  agreeable 
to  a  soldier's  ear  than  the  most  finished  pieces  of  your  favorite 
Handel. 

"  The  feii  dejoie  being  over,  and  the  troops  marched  back  to 
their  different  quarters,  the  officers  came  forward  to  the  enter- 
tainment provided  by  his  excellency.  But  I  must  not  pass 
over  the  description  of  their  order  of  march. 

"  Some  of  the  ancients  were  not  more  attached  to  their  mys- 
tical figures  than  many  of  the  moderns.  We  of  America  have 
our  number  thirteen.  The  officers  approached  the  place  of 
entertainment  in  different  columns,  thirteen  abreast,  and  closely 
linked  together  in  each  other's  arms.  The  appearance  was 
pretty  enough.  The  number  of  officers  composing  each  line, 
signified  the  Thirteen  American  States ;  and  the  interweaving 
of  arms  a  complete  union  and  most  perfect  confederation. 

"  The  amphitheatre  looked  elegant.  The  outer  seats  for  the 
officers  were  covered  with  tent  canvas  stretched  out  upon  poles ; 
and  the  tables  in  the  centre  shaded  by  elegant  markees,  raised 
high,  and  arranged  in  a  very  striking  and  agreeable  style.  An 
excellent  band  of  music  attended  during  the  entertainment ; 
but  the  feast  was  still  more  animating  by  the  discourse  and 
behavior  of  his  excellency  to  the  officers,  and  the  gentlemen 
in  the  country  (many  of  them  our  old  Philadelphia  acquaint- 
ances) who  were  present  on  this  occasion.  Mrs.  Washington, 
37 
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the  Countess  of  Stirling,  Lady  Kitty  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Greene, 
and  a  number  of  other  ladies,  favored  the  feast  with  their  com- 
pany, amongst  whom  good  humor  and  the  graces  were  con- 
tending for  the  pre-eminence.  The  wine  circulated  in  the  most 
genial  manner — to  the  King  of  France — the  friendly  European 
powers — the  American  States — the  Honorable  Congress,  and 
other  toasts  of  a  similar  nature,  descriptive  of  the  spirit  of 
freemen. 

"  About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  company  broke  up, 
and  his  excellency  returned  to  head-quarters.  The  French 
gentlemen  of  rank  and  distinction  seemed  peculiarly  pleased 
with  this  public  approbation  of  our  alliance  with  their  nation. 
The  general  himself  wore  a  countenance  of  uncommon  delight 
and  complacence.  I  wish  that  you,  who  are  so  great  an  adept 
in  preserv  ing  the  expressions  of  nature,  had  been  here  to  have 
done  justice  to  him  and  the  army.  The  latter,  in  particular, 
never  looked  so  well,  nor  in  such  good  order,  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war.  And  here  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  a  little 
anecdote  that  I  am  told  happened  during  the  review.  An 
officer  was  called  to  one  side  in  order  to  know  what  was  to  be 
done  with  a  spy  who  was  making  observations  on  the  army. 
But  the  officer  coolly  observed  to  the  gentleman  who  gave  the 
information,  that  he  thought  it  best  to  take  no  further  notice 
of  the  spy,  but  suffer  him  to  return  to  his  employers,  as  they 
must  feel  more  pain  from  his  account  of  the  army,  than  grief 
on  hearing  of  his  detection  and  death. 

"  What  may  be  reckoned  somewhat  remarkable,  not  one  ac- 
cident happened  to  lessen  or  disturb  the  joy  of  the  day ;  and 
the  whole  was  closed  by  the  officers  returning  to  the  duties  of 
their  several  stations  with  hearts  filled  with  the  warmest  sen- 
sations to  the  great  cause  of  their  rejoicings."  1 

May  19. — Yesterday  the  British  army,  anxious  to  give  Sir 
"William  Howe  the  most  public  and  splendid  testimony  of  the 
^       high  esteem  they  entertain  of  him  as  a  general, 
Mischi«nz».    ftn(j  0f  t]lc  affection  and  attachment  which  his 

popular  conduct  has  secured  to  him  from  all  ranks,  both  of 

1  New  York  Journal,  June  15. 
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officers  and  men,  prepared  a  magnificent  entertainment  to 
grace  his  departure  from  Philadelphia.  It  consisted  of  a 
variety  of  parts,  and  was  therefore  called  the  MISCIIIANZA. 
The  admission  tickets  were  decorated  with  a  sun  just  verging 
towards  the  horizon,  with  this  inscription,  Luces  de«cedens 
aucto  8plendore  resurgam.  On  the  lower  part  of  the  shield 
was  the  sea — at  top  the  general's  crest,  with  the  words  Vive, 
vale,  and  at  the  bottom  and  all  round,  different  military 
trophies.  The  fete  began  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  by  a 
grand  procession  on  the  Delaware,  consisting  of  three  divisions 
— a  galley  and  ten  flat-boats  in  each  division.  In  the  centre 
division  was  the  Hussar  galley,  with  the  general,  the  admiral, 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  the  ladies  of  their  party.  Three 
flat-boats,  with  bands  of  music  in  each,  led  the  procession. 

They  set  out  from  Knight's  wharf  at  a  signal  from  the  Vigi- 
lant, and  proceeded  till  they  arrived  off  the  Market  Place,  where 
the  Fanny  armed  ship  was  drawn  off  into  the  stream,  and 
beautifully  decorated  with  a  variety  of  colors.  Here  they  lay 
on  their  oars  while  the  music  played  "  God  save  the  King." 
They  then  proceeded  to  the  Old  Fort,  where  a  landing  place 
was  prepared,  and  as  soon  as  the  general  landed  he  was  saluted 
with  nineteen  guns  from  the  Roebuck,  and  the  same  number 
from  the  Vigilant.  The  company,  as  they  quitted  the  boats, 
formed  themselves  into  a  line  of  procession,  and  advanced  be- 
tween two  files  of  grenadiers  till  they  came  to  a  square  of  four 
hundred  yards  on  every  side,  railed  in  and  prepared  for  the 
tournament.  In  front  of  the  square  was  Sir  Harry  Colder's 
house,  appearing  through  two  triumphal  arches,  erected,  one  in 
honor  of  Lord  Howe,  the  other  of  Sir  William.  Two  sofas, 
in  form  of  amphitheatres,  formed  the  advanced  wings  of  one 
of  these  arches.  On  these  the  ladies  took  their  places,  advanc- 
ing to  them  through  the  centre  of  the  square.  On  the  lowest 
seat  of  each  were  seven  young  ladies  dressed  in  the  Asiatic 
habits,  and  wearing  the  different  colors  of  the  knights  who 
chose  them  for  their  damsels.  Here  the  tournament  com- 
menced, when  the  elegance  and  richness  of  the  different  dresses 
of  the  knights  and  squires,  their  horses'  trappings  and  capari- 
sons, the  taste  displayed  in  their  mottoes  and  devices,  the 
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varions  evolutions  and  feats  of  arms  they  performed,  exhibited 
altogether  a  spectacle  as  new,  as  it  surpassed  the  most  sanguine 
expectations  of  the  beholders.  As  soon  as  the  tournament 
ended,  the  knights  and  Bqnires,  two  and  two,  moved  through 
the  first  triumphal  arch,  which  was  decorated  with  naval  orna- 
ments. At  the  top  was  the  statue  of  Neptune  with  his  tri- 
dent ;  in  the  interior  were  the  attributes  of  that  god,  and  in  a 
niche  on  each  6ide  stood  a  sailor  with  his  sword  drawn ;  on  the 
two  wings  were  plumes  of  feathers,  with  this  description  on  the 
entablature,  Lavs  illi  debetur,  et  a? me  gratia  major.  An 
avenue  of  three  hundred  yards  in  length,  and  thirty-five  in 
breadth,  lined  with  troops,  and  decorated  with  the  colors  of  the 
different  regiments,  planted  at  proper  distances,  led  to  the  sec- 
ond triumphal  arch.  Between  these  colors  the  knights  with 
their  attendants  ranged  themselves,  and  the  company,  preceded 
by  all  the  music  of  the  army,  advanced  in  procession.  They 
were  led  into  the  house  through  the  second  arch,  erected  in 
honor  of  the  general.  This  arch  was  of  the  Tuscan  order ;  -on 
the  pediment  was  Fame  with  her  trumpet ;  in  the  interior  was 
a  plume  of  feathers,  and  military  trophies,  and  on  the  entabla- 
ture, /,  bone,  quo  virtus  vocat  tun,  I  pede  fausto.  The  house 
within  side  was  painted  in  a  light  elegant  style,  with  festoons, 
and  several  emblematical  figures ;  mirrors,  girandoles  and  chan- 
deliers, decorated  with  wreaths  of  different  colored  gauze, 
adorned  the  walls.  The  company  were  entertained  with  tea 
and  refreshments,  and  then  danced  till  half  after  ten  o'clock ; 
the  windows  being  then  suddenly  thrown  open,  a  grand  and 
beautiful  display  of  fireworks  was  exhibited. 

Towards  the  conclusion,  the  triumphal  arch  next  the  house 
appeared  magnificently  illuminated,  and  Fame  blew  from  her 
trumpet  in  letters  of  light,  "  Thy  laurels  shall  never  fade." 

After  the  fireworks  the  company  sat  down  to  a  supper  con- 
sisting of  a  thousand  and  twenty-four  dishes,  in  a  magnificent 
apartment  built  for  the  occasion,  decorated  in  the  same  style 
and  elegance  as  the  rooms  in  the  house.  The  herald  of  tho 
blended  rose,  in  his  robes  of  ceremony,  announced  by  sound  of 
trumpet  the  King's  health  ;  the  Queen  and  Royal  Family ;  the 
Army  and  Navy,  and  their  respective  commanders ;  the  La- 
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dies.  A  salute  of  music  and  three  cheers  graced  each  of  these 
toasts.  After  supper  the  company  returned  to  the  ball  room, 
and  at  four  o'clock  thev  all  withdrew. 

The  following  lines  were  intended  to  have  been  delivered 
by  the  herald,  (after  the  knights  had  approached  the  pavilion 
in  which  were  the  general  and  the  ladies,)  holding  a  laurel 
wreath  in  his  hand,  with  the  following  inscription ;  but,  in  del- 
icacy to  the  general,  they  were  suppressed  : 

Afar*,  cnnquest-plun^d,  the  Cyprian.  Queen  disarms, 
And  victor*  vanquished  yield  to  beauty'*  charm*. 

[He  hang*  the  crown  on  the  front  of  the  pavilion,  and  proceeds.} 

Ilere  then  the  laurel— here  the  palm  we  yield, 

And  all  the  glories  of  the  tilted  field ; 

Here,  Whites  and  Black?,  with  blended  homage  pay, 

To  each  device  the  honors  of  the  day. 

Hard  were  the  task,  and  impious  to  decide, 

Where  both  are  fairest,  which  the  fairer  side. 

Enough  for  us,  if  by  such  sports  we  strove 

To  deck  this  feast  of  military  love, 

And,  joining  in  the  wish  of  ev'ry  heart, 

Honor'd  the  friend  and  leader,  ere  we  part. 

When  great  In  arms,  our  brave  forefathers  rose, 
And  loos' d  the  British  lion  on  his  foes ; 
When  the  fall'n  Gauls,  then  pcrjur'd  too  and  base, 
The  faithless  fathers  of  a  faithless  race, 
First  to  attack,  tho*  still  the  first  to  yield, 
Shrunk  from  their  rage  on  Poictiers'  laurelTd  field; 
Oft,  while  grim  war  suspended  his  alarms, 
The  gallant  bands  with  mimic  deeds  of  arms, 
Thus,  to  some  fav'rite  chief  the  feast  decreed, 
And  deck'd  the  tilting  knight,  th'  encount'ring  steed, 
In  manly  sports,  that  serv'd  but  to  inspire 
Contempt  of  death,  and  feed  the  martial  fire ; 
The  lists  beheld  them  celebrate  his  name, 
Who  led  their  steps  to  victory  and  fame, 
Thro'  ev'ry  rank  the  grateful  ardor  ran, 
All  fearM  the  chieftain — but  all  lov'd  the  man, 
And  fir'd  with  the  soul  of  this  bright  day, 
All  paid  to  SalWbt  what  to  Howk  WE  pay. 

Shame  to  the  envious  slave  that  dares  bemoan 

Their  sons  degen'rate,  or  their  spirits  flown. 
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Let  the  madd'ning  faction  drive  this  guilty  land, 
With  their  worst  foes,  to  form  th'  unnat'ral  band ; 
In  ton  brave  crowd,  old  British  courage  glows 
Unconquer'd— growing  as  the  danger  grows. 
With  hearts  as  bold  as  e'er  their  father's  bore 
Their  country  they'll  avenge,  her  fame  restore. 
Rous'd  to  the  charge,  methinks  I  hear  them  cry, 
Revenge  and  glory  sparkling  in  each  eye, 
41  Chaiu'd  to  our  arms,  while  Howe  the  battle  led, 
Still  round  these  files  her  wings  shall  conquest  spread; 
Lov'd,  tho'  be  goes,  the  spirit  still  remains, 
That  with  him  bore  us  o'er  these  trembling  plains. 
On  Hudson's 1  bank  the  sure  presage  we  read, 
Of  other  triumphs  to  our  arms  decreed ; 
Nor  fear  but  equal  honors  shall  repay 
Each  hardy  deed  where  Clinton  points  the  way."  • 


May  20. — By  two  deserters  just  come  into  New  York  from 
Fishkill,  we  arc  informed  that  there  are  two  regiments  of  New 
Affairs  at  Fishkin,  Englandere  at  that  place.    "When  the  draughts 
New  York.    0f  t]ie  Djus »  g0t  among  them,  they  laid  down 

their  arms;  but  after  being  treated  with  a  roasted  ox  and 
plenty  of  rum,  they  took  them  up  again ;  yet  they  refuse  to 
work  on  the  West  Point  Fort,  saying  it  is  a  trap  laid  for  them 
by  General  Washington.  The  militia  at  Fishkill  were  some 
time  ago  put  in  three  classes,  each  to  work  at  the  fort  by  turns; 
about  twenty-two  of  the  first  turned  out,  but  none  of  the  second 
and  third.  The  young  men  have  almost  all  left  that  place,  and 
are  secreted  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  or  come  or  coming 
to  New  York.  The  above  was  reported  by  one  of  them  lately 
at  Tarry  town  ;  those  of  property  give  one  hundred  dollars  and 
upwards  to  such  as  will  attend  a  fortnight  for  them.  About 
three  weeks  ago  there  were  not  a  hundred  men  at  the  West 
Point ;  General  M'Dougal  is  at  the  village  above  Peekskill ; 
Colonel  Graham  commands  one  or  two  regiments  at  Tarry- 
town  ;  Colonel  Hammond  one  at  the  White  Plains.  They 
have  likewise  some  militia,  the  numbers  of  either  not  known. 
Since  the  conciliatory  offers  were  published,  the  friends  to 

1  Alluding  to  the  Norih  River  expedition. 

"  Pennsylvania  Ledger,  May  23.  •  The  Conciliatory  Bills. 
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government  have  been  and  are  handled  more  severely  than 
ever.  At  Northcastle,  and  other  parts,  if  they  are  not  soon 
relieved,  they  expect  to  be  extirpated.  The  reports  circulated 
in  the  country  are,  that  France  and  Spain  have  declared  war 
against  England ;  that  all  the  troops  arc  called  home ;  that 
Emmerick 1  had  left  Kingsbridge  some  days  ago,  and  that 
neither  King  nor  Parliament  could  raise  either  more  men  or 
more  money.  These  things  they  believe,  or  pretend  to  believe, 
and  treat  the  poor  Tories  accordingly.  It  is  not  certain  that 
the  above  is  the  real  disposition  of  their  force,  but  it  is  gen- 
erally reported  and  believed  to  be  such.  They  have  procured 
no  volunteers  for  a  long  time  past. 

About  the  middle  of  April  last,  one  Williams  went  out  of 
New  York,  in  order  to  bring  down,  if  possible,  his  wife  and  a 
numerous  and  destitute  family  of  young  children,  who  were 
suffering  for  the  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life  in  6ome  part  of 
Northcastle.  He  was  apprehended  (at  an  honest  farmer's 
house  where  he  had  just  stopped  to  refresh  himself)  by  a 
party  of  twenty-two  of  the  rebels,  after  he  had  got  within  a 
few  miles  of  his  suffering  family.  lie  frankly  told  them  he 
came  from  New  York,  and  the  urgent  business  he  was  upon, 
and  told  them  that  now  he  looked  upon  himself  as  their  pris- 
oner, and  delivered  himself  up  accordingly.  They  suspected 
him  for  a  horse-stealer,  as  they  pretended,  and  with  ropes  and 
their  garters  tied  him  fast  to  a  place  convenient  for  their  pur- 
pose, and  without  allowing  him  to  speak  one  word  in  his  own 
defence,  every  one  of  the  party  discharged  the  contents  of 
their  muskets  through  his  body.  Not  yet  satiated,  they  made 
the  man  who  received  him  the  object  of  their  cruelty,  and  he 
only  received  him  from  a  principle  of  hospitality,  because  he 
saw  he  was  worn  out  with  fatigue.  With  the  same  ropes 
and  garters  they  fixed  him  to  four  horses,  in  order  to  quarter 
him  ;  but  luckily  for  him,  this  scene  shocked  one  of  the  party 
so  powerfully  that  he  prevented  the  rest  of  the  tragedy  from 
being  acted.1 

1  Commander  of  the  Chasseurs,  see  page  499. 
»  Biyington'a  Gaaette,  May  20. 
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May  20. — A  correspondent  writes  as  follows :  The  con- 
ciliatory bill  is  not  founded  on  any  secret  negotiation  whatever, 
jondiiatorr  noD^e  person  who  introduced  it 1  formed  it 
Bilu  upon  the  state  of  the  nation,  and  the  situation  of 
the  times.  Though  the  resources  of  war  are  far  from  being  im- 
possible to  be  got,  there  would  be  no  prudence  in  squandering 
millions  on  the  mere  punctilio  of  a  right  to  tax  a  country  in- 
capable of  furnishing  a  revenue  adequate  to  the  expense  of 
the  force  necessary  to  raise  it.  Besides,  how  can  war  go  on 
with  spirit  or  success,  when  the  wheels  of  executive  govern- 
ment are  clogged  by  the  opposition.  By  taking  their  ground, 
the  minister  has  defeated  their  views,  and  has  left  America 
without  excuse,  should  she  refuse  to  listen  to  the  offers  of  the 
representatives  of  the  nation.  The  acts,  however,  though 
breathing  peace,  are  not  meant  to  suspend  war.  On  the  con- 
trary, every  nerv  e  of  the  state  is  to  be  exerted,  in  order  to 
force  an  acquiescence  to  the  terms  proposed.  Should  the 
Americans  continue  obstinate,  a  time  is  limited  for  the  expira- 
tion of  offers,  which  are,  perhaps,  too  favorable  to  rebels,  and 
then  they  must  abide  by  6uch  terms  as  the  clemency  of  the 
victors  shall  bestow  on  the  vanquished.' 

May  31. — Last  week,  a  party  of  British  troops,  from  Rhode 
Island,  made  a  descent  upon  the  towns  of  Bristol  and  "\Var- 
AttompttoBurn  ren>  and  after  plundering  and  destroying  all  they 
Tiverton.  COuld  lay  their  hands  on,  they  made  a  hasty  re- 
treat. This  morning,  about  daybreak,  another  party  from  the 
same  place,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Eyre,  landed  at  the  mouth  of  Fall  River, 
with  a  design  to  burn  Tiverton  and  the  mills.  They  set  fire  to 
the  lower  mill,  and  a  house  that  stood  on  the  shore ;  but  the 
town,  and  upper  mills,  by  the  vigilance  of  the  inhabitants,  were 
saved.  Apprised  of  the  enemy's  intention,  they  took  up  the 
bridge,  and  posted  themselves  behind  a  wall  that  commanded 
it,  from  whence  they  kept  up  60  brisk  a  fire,  that  after  an  en- 
gagement of  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  enemy  were  com- 

*  Lord  North.  *  Bivingtoa's  Gazette,  May  30. 
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pelled  to  retire,  leaving  behind  them  one  killed  and  another 
mortally  wounded.  Five  muskets  and  as  many  hats  have  since 
been  found,  and  from  every  circumstance  it  appears  that  their 
loss  was  considerable.  The  militia  turned  out  with  great  alac- 
rity, and  repaired  to  the  place  of  action ;  but  the  precipitate 
retreat  of  the  enemy  deprived  those  spirited  fellows  of  an  op- 
portunity to  revenge  the  injuries  they  have  repeatedly  received, 
and  of  treating  the  detestable  conflagrators  as  they  justly  de- 
served. 

Tho  enemy's  boats  and  shipping,  in  passing  down  the  river, 
received  considerable  annoyance  from  the  American  fort  on 
Bristol  Neck.  A  galley  that  came  up  to  cover  them  from  the 
well-directed  fire  of  the  fort,  was  driven  on  the  Rhode  Island 
shore,  and  the  men  were  obliged  to  abandon  her ;  a  sloop  that 
attempted  to  assist  hor  shared  the  same  fate.  The  Americans 
had  not  a  man  killed  or  wounded.1 

1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  June  16.  A  writer  in  the  British  army  gives  the 
following  account  of  these  excursion*? : — "  The  general  having  received  certain 
intelligence  that  the  rebels  were  collecting  their  boats  with  a  probable  intention 
of  disturbing  our  quiet,  last  Saturday  sent  the  galleys  and  flat-boats  up  the  river, 
and  the  next  day  the  22d  regiment,  light  companies  and  chasseurs,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  marched  out  of  town.  The  night  was 
rainy,  and  I  expected  but  little  from  this  movement,  but  in  the  morning  I  was 
agreeably  disappointed;  the  roar  of  cannon  and  columns  of  smoke  soon  convinced 
me,  that  the  rod  of  correction  was  judiciously  applied  to  the  backs  of  the  rebels. 
I  hastened  out  of  town  to  be  a  spectator  of  this  scene;  and  I  assure  you  it 
was  grand  and  solemn  beyond  description.  Tho  fire  of  the  musketry,  the  blaze 
of  houses  and  vessels,  tlie  explosions  of  magazines,  with  pillars  of  smoke  as- 
cending like  pyramids  into  the  air,  to  a  person  not  used  to  the  desolating  scenes 
of  war,  was  not  a  lhtle  affecting;  and  believe  me,  my  friend,  nothing  could  have 
supported  me,  under  so  distressing  a  transaction,  but  a  consciousness  of  the  ex- 
pediency and  necessity  of  the  measure.  The  conquering  troops  returned  about 
twelve  o'clock  that  day,  having  performed  a  march  of  at  least  fifty  miles,  and 
burnt  one  hundred  and  fifty  boats,  mostly  large,  two  magazines,  a  lar^e  privateer, 
a  galley,  a  number  of  carriages  and  other  stores,  with  about  thirty  houses  in  tho 
towns  of  Bristol  and  Warren.  A  fine  galley  belonging  to  the  rebels  was  taken  at 
the  same  time  by  the  boats  from  the  ships,  and  brought  off  with  her  captain,  and 
about  thirteen  rebel  prisoners.  In  short,  the  business  they  went  upon  was  com- 
pletely accomplished ;  does  honor  to  the  officers  and  men,  and  is  of  the  highest 
importance  to  government.  About  eight  of  our  men  were  wounded,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Hamilton  of  the  22d,  but  happily  none  dangerous.  Last  evening  we  had 
another  expedition  up  Fall  River,  with  one  hundred  men,  under  Major  Tyro,  de- 
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A  writer  in  New  York  offers  the  following  appeal  to  the 
loyal  inhabitants  of  America : 

My  honest  countrymen: — I  presnme  yon  have,  for  the 
most  part,  read  6iich  articles  of  a  treaty  between  France  and 
An  Appoai  to  u»  tne  Congress,  as  the  latter  have  been  pleased  to 

Tories  publish  ;  and  I  doubt  not  yon  have  read  them 
with  that  virtuous  indignation  which  must  burn  in  every  loyal 
breast.  The  declaration  delivered  by  the  French  ambassador 
to  our  court,  fully  evinces  the  duplicity  of  conduct  which  has 
ever  characterized  that  nation,  and  which  our  unhappy  and 
deluded  countrymen  have,  for  four  long  years,  invariably  pur- 
sued. We  are  now  arrived  at  a  period  of  time  which  we  be- 
fore could  not  have  thought  in  the  power  of  fate  to  bring  about. 
We  have  lived  to  see  the  offspring  of  Britain  leagued  in  solemn 
alliance  with  her  most  inveterate  foe.  I  blush  while  I  think 
of  it.  I  blush  that  the  6oil  from  whence  I  sprung  should  have 
given  birth  to  such  unnatural  fends,  and  that  the  sons  of 
America  should  hold  out  the  hand  of  friendship  to  ambitious 
France,  while  they  are  plunging  their  swords  ii  to  their  parent's 
breast. 

In  this  situation,  we,  her  true-born  children,  enjoy  the 
heartfelt  satisfaction  of  having  uniformly  opposed,  as  far  as 
was  in  our  power,  the  rise  and  progress  of  rebellious  folly  ;  and 
our  sufferings  display  our  virtue.  The  Congress  have  again 
rejected  the  mild  and  equitable  terms  of  peace  held  out  to  them 
by  Parliament,  and  have  resolved  to  proceed  in  the  footsteps 
of  blood,  and  the  ruin  of  us  all.  It  now  becomes  our  duty  to 
exert  ourselves  with  an  intrepidity  of  soul  that  will  in  the  end 
pull  down  their  high-blown  pride.  Britain  is  prepared  to  meet 
her  enemies ;  her  fleets  are  numerous — her  armies  disciplined, 
and  bravely  determined  for  the  conflict.  "We,  the  friends  to 
her  government,  are  many  in  every  province ;  we  have  tasted 
the  6weets  of  it,  and  felt  the  pangs  inflicted  by  usurpers.  We 
must  now  lend  a  more  helping  hand  than  ever.    You,  who 

* 

rtroyed  two  or  throe  saw  and  grist  milk,  three  and  four  houses  tad  stores,  a  quantity 
of  boards,  &c.  The  troops  returned  in  the  morning,  having  two  men  killed  and 
ecven  or  right  wounded,  amongst  whom  is  Lieutenant  Goldsmith  of  the  54th." — 
Jtivington't  Gazette,  Juno  6. 
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Btill  groan  under  their  tyranny,  I  am  certain  will  not  be  back- 
ward. I  have  experienced  your  distresses,  and  I  feel  for  yon. 
Your  counsels  and  assistance,  however,  as  far  as  circumstances 
M  ill  admit,  must  not  be  wanting.  To  you  who  are  driven  from 
your  once  happy  habitations  by  cruel  persecution,  little  argu- 
ment is  necessary  to  urge  you  to  every  exertion.  Forced  from 
your  families,  your  connections,  and  your  property,  you  have 
here  found  a  peaceful  asylum.  The  soldiers  of  your  King  afford 
you  that  protection  which  was  denied  you  by  your  inexorable 
neighbors.  The  calamity  which  has  fallen  upon  you  is  very 
great,  but  the  noble  conviction  of  having  acted  an  honest  part, 
is  far  greater.  You  withstood  the  torrent  with  manly  forti- 
tude, till,  overpowered  by  its  force,  you  have  been  obliged  to 
fly  before  it.  Your  loyalty  is  acknowledged,  and  your  perse- 
verance will  insure  success. 

My  fellow-citizens  claim  their  share  of  merit.  You  saw,  at 
the  first,  rebellion  rearing  its  head,  and  yon  endeavored  to  lop 
it  off.  You  stood  firm  in  opposition  to  the  measures  pursued 
by  the  Congress,  while  every  other  city  upon  the  continent  was 
agreeing  to  their  resolves.  But  unsupported  at  that  time,  you 
were  obliged  to  yield.  The  imprisonment  and  captivity  of  your 
persons — the  destruction  of  your  dwellings  and  your  effects, 
and  the  long  train  of  evils  consequent  upon  them,  conspire  to 
raise  in  your  breasts  a  justifiable  revenge.  Our  King,  our  coun- 
try, and  constitutional  government,  are  the  causes  which  impel 
all  of  us  to  action,  and  every  lover  of  them  will  lend  his  aid  in 
their  support.  Let  rebels  seek  unnatural  alliance  with  perfid- 
ious Frenchmen !  "We  boast  a  natural  one  with  the  brave,  the 
generous  Britons,  founded  upon  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  and 
a  reciprocity  of  language,  of  manners,  and  of  religion  ! 

I  will  not  point  out  to  you  the  dismal  consequences  which 
would  ensue  to  themselves,  as  well  as  to  us,  should  these  blind- 
folded people  obtain  the  independency  they  wish  for,  because 
I  have  not  an  idea  of  their  establishing  it.  Every  one  who  is 
acquainted  with  our  strength,  and  their  weakness,  must  know 
they  cannot.  Let  not  the  war  bo  protracted.  Every  day  it 
continues,  injures  our  country.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  we 
stand  prepared  to  repel  an  attack,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should 
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assist  in  some  other  way.  A  subscription  for  a  bounty  to  be 
added  to  what  is  now  allowed  to  recruits,  would  induce  manv 
more  to  enlist  than  do  at  present ;  and  such  subscription,  I  am 
certain,  would  be  very  considerable  in  this  and  the  other  places 
which  are  possessed  by  the  King's  troops. 

Nothing  further  need  be  urged  ;  your  generosity  lias  been 
experienced  upon  other  occasions,  and  certainly  will  on  this. 
On  this  your  safety,  perhaps  your  very  existence,  depends,  for 
you  must  look  to  Heaven — to  the  magnanimity  of  Britain,  and 
to  your  own  public  spirit,  for  a  return  of  that  peaco,  security, 
and  happiness  you  once  enjoyed  above  every  other  people  on. 
earth.' 

Juxe  5. — Thk  last  accounts  from  Philadelphia  are,  that  the 
transports  with  the  baggage  have  fallen  down  the  river — that 
the  British  have  begun  to  destroy  some  of  their  outworks — 
that  they  have  broken  off  the  trunnions  of  the  heavy  cannon 
which  are  not  put  on  board,  and  that  the  whole  army  is  or- 
dered to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning. 

A  flag  came  out  from  the  city  yesterday,  with  a  packet  for 
Congress,  containing  the  acts  for  appointing  commissioners 
Arrival  «f  the  an(*  otner  purposes.  Tlio  commissioners  are  Lord 
oommiMioDcra.  Carlisle,  Governor  Johnston,  and  William  Eden, 

Esquire.  There  was  also  a  letter  from  General  Clinton  to  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  proposing  an  exchange  of  the 
prisoners  who  are  in  Philadelphia,  the  others  to  remain  until 
a  cartel  is  settled.  The  British  officer  informed  General  Lee, 
who  received  him,  that  the  British  intended  to  leave  Philadel- 
phia soon,  and  that  he  had  perm  ission  to  mention  it. 

The  commissioners  mentioned  in  the  above  arrived  at  Phil- 
adelphia on  Sunday  morning  last.  Lord  Cornwallis  also  ar- 
rived at  the  same  time,  but  without  troops.* 

June  17. — Tins  day  the  Congress  agreed  to  an  answer  to 
the  letters  and  inclosures  sent  to  them  by  the  commissioners 

1  "  A  Citizen,"  in  Ittvington'fl  Gazette,  June  6. 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Valley  Forge,  in  the  New  Jeraey  Gazette,  June  10. 
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lately  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  to  treat  of  reconciliation,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract : 1 — "  The  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament,  the  commission  from  yonr  sovereign,  rowrrow.  Ro.,,v  to 
and  your  letter,  suppose  the  people  of  these  tllr,OI,,inll*i",H:r* 
States  to  be  subjects  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  are 
founded  on  the  idea  of  dependence,  which  is  utterly  inadmis- 
sible. I  am  further  directed  to  inform  your  excellencies,9  that 
Congress  are  inclined  to  peace,  notwithstanding  the  unjust 
claims  from  which  this  war  originated,  and  the  savage  manner 
in  which  it  liath  been  conducted.  They  will  therefore  be  ready 
to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  com- 
merce, not  inconsistent  with  treaties  already  subsisting,  when 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  6hall  demonstrate  a  sincere  dis- 
position for  that  purpose.  The  only  solid  proof  of  this  dis- 
position  will  be  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence 
of  these  States,  or  the  vnthdrawing  his  fleets  and  armies." 1 

Last  Saturday  night,  about  eleven  o'clock,  a  6mall  party  of 
rebels,  from  Jersey,  landed  at  New  Utrecht,  on  Long  Island,  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  Flatbush,  where  several  Jcrv>rmon  vbU 
gentlemen  of  New  York  have  country  houses.  *'^n>«»h. 
The  rebels,  being  well  informed  of  this  circumstance,  and 
joined  and  led  on  by  one  of  the  rebel  officers  named  Forrest, 
who  was  on  parole  there,  and  who  deserted  with  them,  being 
assisted  by  many  of  the  rebel  officers  then  also  on  their  parole, 
and  residing  at  Flatbush,  who,  it  appears,  had  intelligence  of 
their  coming,  divided  themselves  into  three  parties,  and  sur- 
rounded the  houses  of  Major  Moncrieffe,  David  Mathews,  Es- 
quire, mayor  of  the  city,  and  Mr.  Theophylact  Bache ;  finding 

1  Tetter  of  Governor  Livingston. 

*  The  answer  was  drawn  by  a  committee,  and  Bent  with  the  signature  of  the 
President. 

1  Hroad«<ides,  v.  i.,  p.  30,  and  Gordon,  ii.  868.  Smythe,  in  his  Diary  for  July  1, 
In  noting  this  decision  of  the  Congress,  says,  "What  next?  That  school  of  im- 
pudence and  ingratitude,  the  Congress,  even  refuse  to  litten  to  the  proposals  of 
the  commissioners,  and  say,  'till  the  British  fleets  and  armies  be  withdrawn,  we 
will  not  treat.*  Clinton  soon  will  bring  them  to  their  senses,  by  hanging  the 
leaders  higher  than  Hainan's  top-knot,  and  setting  the  dupes  on  the  stoniest  stools 
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easy  access  into  the  houses  of  the  major  and  Mr.  Bachc,  they 
surprised  them  both  before  they  had  the  least  suspicion  of  dan- 
ger. They  were  civil  to  the  major,  but  at  Mr.  Bache's  they  be- 
haved in  their  usual  savage  style ;  they  gave  Mrs.  Bache  seve- 
ral blows  on  her  entreating  them  not  to  use  her  husband  ill ; 
wounded  one  of  the  female  servants  with  their  bayonets,  plun- 
dered the  house  of  the  plate  they  could  find,  and  dragged  away 
Mr.  Bache  without  giving  him  time  to  put  on  his  clothes. 
They  were  not  so  successful  at  the  mayor's,  who  seemed  to 
have  been  their  principal  object.  From  an  apprehension  that 
the  rebels  would  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  taking  him, 
and  being  suspicious  that  such  an  opportunity  might  possibly 
happen,  he  had  taken  care  that  his  doors  and  windows  should  be 
well  secured,  and  never  opened  at  night  on  any  pretence,  until 
it  should  be  well  known  within  who  were  without.  The  first 
tap  at  the  door,  which  was  in  a  seeming  friendly  manner, 
alarmed  Mr.  Mathews,  who  instantly  concluded  they  were  a 
party  come  to  take  him,  and  without  the  least  inquiry,  took 
such  a  post,  that,  although  they  should  force  in  below,  it  would 
require  a  considerable  time  to  gain  the  place  where  he  had  fixed 
himself,  and  where  he  was  resolved  to  have  lost  his  life  rather 
than  be  carried  off.  He  at  the  same  time  ordered  one  of  his 
blacks  to  an  upper  window  and  endeavor  to  alarm  the  inhabit- 
ants. The  loud  cry  of  murder  from  the  black  was  the  first  in- 
telligence the  rebels  had  of  their  being  suspected,  upon  which 
they  began  a  most  furious  attack  on  the  door  with  the  butts  of 
their  muskets,  and  threatening  destruction  to  the  whole  family 
unless  they  were  immediately  let  in  ;  but  finding  their  threats 
were  of  no  service,  the  alarm  still  kept  up  by  the  servants,  and 
one  or  two  of  their  muskets  being  broke,  and  no  impression 
made  on  the  door,  they  then  attacked  the  windows,  which  for 
a  long  time  withstood  their  efforts,  but  at  length  one  of  the 
windows  gave  way,  which  afforded  sufficient  room  for  their 
entrance.  The  cry  of  the  servant  awakened  a  negro  belonging 
to  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Horsmanden,  living  in  the  neighborhood, 
who  discovered  what  was  going  forward  at  the  instant  the 
rebels  were  entering  the  mayor's  window,  and  immediately  re- 
collecting that  he  had  a  musket  in  the  house,  ran  out  and  fired 
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it,  which  so  terrified  these  shabby  cordwainers,  that  they  in- 
stantly fled  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  carrying  off  with 
them  the  major  and  Mr.  Bachc. 

Messrs.  Miles  Sherbrooke,  and  Angnstns  Van  Cortlandt, 
were  also  to  have  been  taken  off,  had  they  not  been  alarmed 
by  the  Ethiopian's  fire.  Immediately  on  the  intelligence  being 
received  at  Brooklyn,  where  Colonel  Coekburn  commanded, 
Captain  Drew,  with  a  detachment  from  the  35th  regiment, 
marched  to  Flatbnsh,  and,  highly  to  his  honor,  arrived  there 
mnch  sooner  than  could  possibly  have  been  expected,  but  the 
wonted  speed  of  the  rebels  saved  them  to  fight  another  day.1 

A  correspondent  in  London  observes  the  contest  with 
America  to  be  somewhat  like  the  game  of  All  Fours.  Eng- 
land deals,  America  begs,  England  refuses  and  deals  on.  This 
strengthens  America's  hand,  who,  in  the  course  of  play,  takes 
England's  Jack  (John  Burgoyne)  and  several  of  her  tens. 
Afterward  England  begs,  and  America  in  her  turn  refuses, 
who,  only  wanting  three  to  be  up,  reckons  highest,  Jack  and 
Game — England  is  lowest.1 

June  19. — The  British  arms  having  proved  ineffectual  to 
subdue  America,  the  arts  of  negotiation  are  now  to  be  tried. 
What  confidence  we  ought  to  place  in  the  com-  BrUWi  Ev(MMmt0 
missioncrs,  the  following  fact  will  show :— On  the  I'wwdphu. 
30th  of  November,  1770,  Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe,  com- 
missioners under  the  British  tyrant,  published  a  proclamation, 
offering  pardon  to  every  one,  without  exception,  who  would 
comply  with  its  terms.  In  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  and  in- 
closing the  same  proclamation  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  after 
apologizing  for  so  apparently  lenient  a  measure,  they  say  "  ex- 
ceptions from  his  Majesty's  pardon,  as  well  as  any  prolonga- 
tion of  the  time  within  which  a  pardon  may  be  obtained,  will 
be  a  matter  of  future  consideration,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances that  may  arise."  If  any  infidel  Tory  discredits  this  re- 
cent proof  of  British  perfidy  and  baseness,  by  looking  into  the 

*  Rivington't  Gazette,  June  17.  ■  New  York  Journal,  September  1. 
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Parliamentary  Register,  number  forty-eight,  and  number  six 
of  the  fourth  session  of  the  present  Parliament,  he  will  find  the 
letter,  among  others,  laid  before  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  British  army,  early  yesterday  morning,  completed  their 
evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  having  before  transported  their 
stores  and  most  of  their  artillery  into  Jersey,  where  they  had 
thrown  up  some  works,  and  soveral  of  their  regiments  were 
encamped.  They  manned  the  lines  the  preceding  night,  and 
retreating  over  the  commons,  crossed  at  Gloucester  Point.'  It 
is  supposed  they  will  endeavor  to  go  to  New  York.  A  party 
of  the  American  light  horse  pursued  them  very  close,  and  took 
a  great  number  of  prisoners,  some  of  whom  were  refugees. 
Soon  after  the  evacuation,  the  Honorable  Major-General  Ar- 
nold took  possession  of  Philadelphia,  with  Colonel  Jackson's 
Massachusetts  regiment.1 

June  20. — -His  Excellency  General  "Washington,  having 
early  intelligence  of  the  intended  movement  of  the  enemy  from 

Battle  of  Philadelphia,  detached  a  considerable  body  of 
Monmouth,  troops  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Lee, 
in  order  to  support  General  Maxwell's  brigade  of  continental 
troops  already  in  New  Jersey,  and  the  militia  under  Generals 
Dickinson  and  Heard.  These  troops  were  intended  to  harass 
the  enemy  on  their  march  through  the  State  to  Amboy,  and 
retard  them  till  General  Washington,  with  the  main  body,  could 
get  up.  In  the  mean  time  several  small  skirmishes  happened 
between  the  enemy  and  General  Maxwell's  troops,  joined  by  the 
militia,  but  without  any  considerable  execution  on  either  side. 

The  march  of  the  enemy  being  by  this  means  imported,  and 
the  main  army  having  crossed  the  Delaware  at  Coryell's  ferry 
on  the  20th  and  21st  ultimo,  proceeded  by  the  way  of  Hope- 
well, Rocky  Hill,  Kingston,  and  Cranbury,  and  on  the  27th 
overtook  the  enemy  at  Monmouth  Court  House,  whither  they 
retired  from  Allentown  on  the  approach  of  our  troops,  leaving 
their  intended  route  to  Amboy. 

1  Gloucester  Point  is  in  New  Jersey,  on  the  Delaware,  about  threo  miles  below 
Camden.  *  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post,  June  20. 
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It  having  been  previously  determined  to  attack  the  enemy 
on  their  march,  a  suitable  disposition  was  made  the  same  even- 
ing. General  Lee,  with  a  detachment  of  picked  men,  consist- 
ing of  about  fifteen  hundred',  and  reinforced  by  a  strong  body 
of  Jersey  militia,  advanced  to  English  Town,  (about  six  miles 
from  Monmouth  Court  House;)  the  militia  then  proceeded  to 
the  meeting-house,  the  main  army,  under  General  Washington, 
being  about  four  miles  in  the  rear  of  English  Town.  In  this 
position  the  whole  halted  until  advice  could  be  received  of  the 
enemy's  motion. 

At  three  o'clock  yesterday  (Sunday)  morning,  their  first 
division,  under  General  Knyphausen,  began  their  march,  of 
which  we  had  intelligence  in  about  two  hours,  when  General 
Lee  had  orders  to  advance  and  begin  the  attack,  the  main  army 
at  the  same  time  advancing  to  support  him.  About  half  a  mile 
beyond  the  Court  House,  General  Lee  began  his  attack,  and 
drove  the  enemy  for  some  time,  when  they  being  reinforced, 
he  was  obliged  to  retreat  in  turn,  till  met  by  General  Washing- 
ton with  the  main  army,  which  formed  on  the  first  advantage- 
ous ground.  In  the  mean  time  two  field-pieces,  covered  by 
two  regiments  of  the  detachment,  and  commanded  by  Colonels 
Livingston  and  Stewart,  were  advanced  to  check  the  enemy's 
approach,  which  they  performed  with  great  spirit  and  con- 
siderable loss  on  both  sides.  This  service  being  performed, 
they  retired  with  the  pieces  to  the  front  line,  then  completely 
formed,  when  the  severest  cannonade  began  that  it  is  thought 
ever  happened  in  America.  In  the  mean  time,  strong  detach- 
ments marched  and  attacked  the  enemy  with  small  anus,  with 
various  success.  The  enemy  were  finally  obliged  to  give  way, 
and  we  took  possession  of  the  field  covered  with  dead  and 
wounded.  The  intense  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  preceding 
fatigue  of  the  troops,  made  it  necessary  to  halt  them  to  rest  for 
some  time ; 1  the  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  presenting  a  front 

- 

1  The  heat  of  the  weather  proved  fatal  to  many  in  both  armies.  A  corre- 
spondent in  a  letter  to  London,  says,  "  A  major-general,  high  in  command,  lost 
three  horses  during  the  engagement  from  the  intense  heat  of  the  weather,  the 
thermometer  having  been  at  the  astonishing  height  of  ninety-two." — Upcott,  v. 
143. 

38 
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about  one  mile  advanced  beyond  the  seat  of  action.  As  soon 
as  the  troops  had  recovered  breath,  General  Washington  or- 
dered two  brigades  to  advance  upon  each  of  their  flanks,  in- 
tending to  move  on  in  front  at  a  proper  time  to  support  them, 
but  before  they  could  reach  their  destination,  night  came  on, 
and  made  any  further  movements  impracticable. 

The  British  left  on  the  field  the  Honorable  Colonel  Monckton 
with  several  other  officers,  and  a  great  number  of  privates,  which 
cannot  yet  be  ascertained  with  precision.  About  twelve  o'clock 
last  night  they  moved  off  with  great  precipitation,  towards 
Middlctown,  leaving  at  the  Court  House  five  wounded  officers, 
and  above  forty  privates.  They  began  the  attack  with  their 
veteran  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  which  renders  their  loss 
still  more  important  On  our  side  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bon- 
ner, of  Pennsylvania,  and  Major  Dickinson,  of  Virginia,  are 
slain.  Colonel  Barber,1  of  New  Jersey,  is  wounded  by  a  mus- 
ket ball,  which  passed  through  the  right  of  his  body  ;  but  it  is 
hoped  will  not  prove  mortal.  Our  troops  behaved  with  the 
greatest  bravery,  and  opposed  the  flower  of  the  British  army. 
Our  artillery  was  well  served,  and  did  amazing  execution.  Be- 
fore, during,  and  after  the  action,  deserters  came  over  to  us  in 
great  numbers,  and  still  continue  so  to  do.  Of  the  enemy's 
dead  many  have  been  found  without  any  wonnd,  but  being 
heavily  clothed,  they  sank  under  the  heat  and  fatigue.  We 
are  well  assured  the  Hessians  absolutely  refused  to  engage, 
declaring  it  was  too  hot.  Their  line  of  march  from  the  Court 
House  was  strewed  with  dead,  with  arms,  knapsacks,  and 
accoutrements,  which  they  dropped  on  their  retreat.  They 
had  the  day  before  taken  about  fifteen  prisoners,  whom  in  their 
haste  they  left  behind.  Had  we  been  possessed  of  a  powerful 
body  of  cavalry  on  the  field,  there  is  no  doubt  the  success 
would  have  been  much  more  complete,  but  they  had  been 
employed  in  harassing  the  enemy  during  the  march,  and 
were  so  detached,  as  to  give  the  enemy  a  great  superiority  in 
number,  much  to  their  advantage.  Our  success,  under  Heaven, 
is  to  be  wholly  ascribed  to  the  good  disposition  made  by  his 

1  Francis  Barber. 
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excellency,  supported  by  the  firmness  and  bravery  of  botli 
officers  and  men,  who  were  emulous  to  distinguish  themselves 
on  this  occasion.  The  great  advance  of  the  enemy  on  their 
way,  their  possession  of  the  strong  grounds  at  Middletown, 
added  to  the  exhausted  state  of  our  troop6,  made  an  immediate 
pursuit  ineligible;  and  the  American  army  now  remains  about 
one  mile  advanced  from  the  field  of  battle,  having  been  since 
employed  in  collecting  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  burying 
the  former.1 

June  30. — This  evening,  the  party  despatched  yesterday  by 
his  excellency  to  observe  the  motions  of-  the  enemy,  returned 
to  camp.  They  report  that  the  enemy  have  con-  Ketreat 
tinued  their  march  very  precipitately.  The  roads  from  Mon,nouth- 
are  strewn  with  knapsacks,  firelocks,  and  other  implements  of 
war.  On  the  night  of  their  retreat,  they  moved  off  the  field  so 
silently,  that  our  outposts  did  not  discover  their  absence  until 

1  New  York  Journal,  July  13.  Gaine  gives  the  following  account  of  this  ac- 
tion : — "  On  Sunday  morning,  the  28th  instant,  the  roar  of  the  royal  army,  under 
the  command  of  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  was  attacked  by  the  rebel  anny,  com- 
manded  by  Generals  Washington,  Lee,  Gates,  Wayne,  and  La  Fayette,  about  ope 
mile  and  a  half  west  of  Freehold  -Court  House,  in  Monmouth  county,  New  Jersey, 
when  the  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  and  Queen's  Rangers  distinguished  themselves 
in  a  particular  manner,  having  opposed  the  whole  of  Mr.  Washington's  army  and 
pursued  them  several  miles.    Their  loss  we  know  not,  but  it  is  said  to  be  great. 

41  The  follow  ing  officers  are  amongst  the  killed,  in  the  royal  army  : — Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Monckton  and  Captain  John  Gore  of  the  6th. •  The  wounded  are,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Trelawney  of  the  Guards  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Abercrombie,  37th  ; 
Major  William  Gardner,  10th;  Captain  Andrew  Cathcart,  lMh ;  Captain  William 
Ilrcrcton,  17th;  Captain  Harry  Ditmass,  15th;  Captain  Baldwin  Leighton,  46th; 
Lieutenant  Mungo  Paumier,  do. ;  Lieutenant  Disborough  of  the  marines ;  Captain 
John  Powell,  52d ;  Captain  Thomas  Wills,  23d ;  Lieutenant  Patrick  Belley,  Guards  ; 
Captain  Stephenson,  Queen's  Rangers,  (before  the  action ;)  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Simcoe,  Queen's  Rangers ;  Captain  Lloyd,  46th ;  Lieutenant  Kennedy,  44th.  We 
are  informed  that  the  following  is  an  exact  return  of  the  loss  of  the  royal  army : 
killed,  110;  wounded,  172;  missing,  56;  total  338. 

"  It  is  certain  the  rebels  have  not  suffered  so  heavy  a  loss  as  on  this  occasion,  in 
any  engagement  s'nee  their  defeat  on  Long  Island." — New  York  Gazette,  July  6. 

•  A  private  letter  from  an  officer  In  the  guards  to  his  friend  In  London,  mentions,  that  In 
the  affair  between  the  American  rebels  and  the  royal  anny  on  the  2Sth  of  June,  General  Clinton 
behaved  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  Intrepidity;  that  his  manoeuvres  wore  highly  capital, 
but  that  he  narrowly  ml<xted  being  killed  by  a  mnskot  ball,  which  passed  within  a  few  Inches 
•f  his  bead  and  knocked  down  a  sergeant  who  stood  near  him.—  Vpeott,  r.  148 
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late  in  the  morning.   To-day  they  are  at  Sandy  Hook,  from 
whence  it  is  expected  they  will  Boon  remove  to  New  York.' 

Thus  (says  a  correspondent)  the  enemy  have  had  two  cam- 
paigns to  march  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia,  and  back 
again,  with  the  diminution  of  at  least  half  his  army.  How 
much  cheaper  might  his  Britannic  Majesty  buy  sheep  and  oxen 
in  England,  in  the  usual  manner,  than  he  now  gets  them,  by 
employing  an  army  to  steal  them  in  America ! 1 

July  11. — Early  this  afternoon,  his  Excellency  Monsieur 
Gerard,  ambassador  from  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  the 
oemrd  »t  United  States,  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  He  was 
Phikdeiphia.  accompanied  from  Chester  to  an  elegant  apart- 
ment provided  for  him  in  Market  Street,  by  a  committee  of 
Congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose.  On  his  entrance  into  the 
city,  he  was  saluted  by  Colonel  Proctor's  artillery.  It  is  im- 
possible to  describe  the  joy  that  appeared  in  every  good  man's 
countenance  on  this  auspicious  event.  His  excellency  came  in 
a  frigate,  part  of  a  fleet  of  twelve  ships  of  the  lino  from  Toulon, 
under  the  command  of  Count  D'Estaing.' 

July  13. — General  "Washington's  army  is  now  encamped 
at  Elizabethtown,  Newark,  Hackensack,  <fcc,  in  New  Jersey ; 
and  the  following  regiments  are  at  the  White  Plains,  viz. :  Put- 
nam's, Webb's,  Enos',  Mieg's,  Sheldon's,  Nixon's,  Sherburn's, 

1  Carver,  ii.  31.  Smythe,  in  his  diary,  November  8,  says:  "This  afternoon  a 
party  of  our  horse  brought  in  two  rebel  privates  from  Powles  Hook.  One  of  them 
ia  very  intelligent  and  communicative ;  but  the  other  is  the  most  whimsical  tony 
I  ever  have  seen.  Wherever  he  goes,  he  carries  with  him  a  large  gray  cat, 
which  he  says  came  into  the  rebel  camp  on  the  night  after  the  battle  at  Freehold 
Mceting-Houpp,  and  which  he  first  discovered  lapping  a  spot  of  dry  blood  on  his 
sleeve,  as  he  lay  on  his  arms  expecting  another  dash  at  the  British.  His  affection 
for  the  cat  is  as  wonderful  as  hers  Ii  for  him,  for  they  are  inseparable.  He  says  < 
if  we  don't  allow  him  extra  rations  for  hi*  cat,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  allow  them 
out  of  his  own." 

*  New  York  Journal,  July  13. 

*  Upcott,  v.  139.  The  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  DTSstaing  arrived  off 
Sandy  Hook,  but  being  unable  to  cross  the  bar,  on  the  22d,  at  the  solicitation  of 
General  Washington,  he  sailed  for  Rhode  Island,  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces 
under  General  Sullivan. 
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Graham's,  and  "Willis's,  with  some  light  horse.  They  occupy 
the  ground  on  which  General  IIowc  engaged  General  Wash- 
ington in  the  year  1776,  and  are  commanded  by  Generals  Gates, 
McDougall,  Parsons,  and  two  other  brigadier-generals.' 

July  20. — During  the  past  week  many  of  the  distressed 
refugees  from  the  Wyoming  settlement  on  the  Susquchannah, 
who  escaped  the  general  massacre  of  the  inhabit-  TheWyoni,Bg 
ants,  have  passed  through  Poughkeepsie,  in  Xew  Moasacre. 
York.  From  them  we  have  collected  the  following  account, 
viz. : — Previous  to  the  narrative,  it  may  be  necessary  to  inform 
some  of  our  readers,  that  this  settlement  was  made  by  the 
people  of  Connecticut,  on  a  grant  of  lands  purchased  by  the 
inhabitants  of  that  colony,  under  sanction  of  the  government, 
of  the  Indian  proprietors;  and  that  these  lands,  falling  within 
the  limits  of  the  Pennsylvania  claim,  a  dispute  concerning  the 
right  has  arisen  between  the  two  governments,  and  proceeded 
to  frequent  acts  of  hostility.  When  it  was  at  a  height  that 
threatened  the  disturbance  of  the  other  governments,  Congress 
interposed,  by  whose  recommendation  and  authority  the  de- 
cision of  the  dispute  was  suspended  till  that  with  Great  Britain, 
equally  interesting  to  every  American  State,  was  concluded, 
when  there  might  be  more  leisure  to  attend  to  the  other,  and 
consider  the  justice  of  each  claim. 

On  this  footing  the  dispute  has  lain  dormant  for  two  or 
three  years ;  the  inhabitants  lived  happily,  and  the  settlement 
increased,  consisting  of  eight  townships,  viz. :  Lackawanna, 
Exeter,  Kingston,  Wilkesbarre,  Plymouth,  Nanticoke,  llunt- 
ington,  and  Salem,  each  containing  five  miles  square.  The 
six  lower  townships  were  pretty  full  of  inhabitants,  the  two  up- 
per ones  had  comparatively  but  few,  thinly  scattered.  The 
lands  are  exceeding  good,  beautifully  situated  along  both  sides 
of  the  Susquehannah,  navigable  for  flat-bottomed  boats,  and 
produced  immense  quantities  of  grain  of  all  sorts,  roots,  fruits, 
hemp,  flax,  <fec,  and  stock  of  all  kinds  in  abundance.  The 
settlement  had  lately  supplied  the  continental  army  with  three 

1  Gaine's  Mercury,  July  IS. 
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thousand  bushels  of  grain,  and  the  ground  was  loaded  with  the 
most  promising  crops  of  every  kind.  The  settlement  included 
upwards  of  a  thousand  families,  which  had  furnished  our  army 
with  a  thousand  soldiers,  besides  the  garrisons  of  four  forts,  in 
the  townships  of  Lackawanna,  Exeter,  Kingston,  and  "Wilkes- 
barrc.  One  of  these  forts  was  garrisoned  by  upwards  of  four 
hundred  soldiers,  chiefly  of  the  militia,  the  principal  officers  in 
which  were  Colonels  Dennison  and  Zebulon  Butler. 

The  Tories  and  Indians  had  given  some  disturbance  to  these 
settlements  last  year,  before  General  Herkimer  s  battle  at 
Oneida  Creek,  near  Fort  Stanwix,  and  our  skirmishes  soon 
after  with  parties  of  the  enemy  at  and  near  Schoharie,  when 
they  were  dispersed,  and  the  Tories  concealed  themselves 
among  our  different  settlements;  the  people  here  remained 
undisturbed  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

About  this  time  the  inhabitants  having  discovered  that 
-  many  of  these  villanous  Tories  who  had  stirred  up  the  In- 
dians, and  been  with  them  in  fighting  against  us,  were  within 
the  settlements,  twenty -seven  of  them  were,  in  January  last, 
taken  up  and  secured.  Of  these,  eighteen  were  sent  to  Con- 
necticut, the  rest  after  being  detained  sometime  and  examined 
were,  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence,  set  at  liberty ;  they  im- 
mediately joined  the  enemy,  and  became  active  in  raising  in 
the  Indians  a  spirit  of  hostility  against  us.  This  disposition 
soon  after  began  to  appear  in  the  behavior  of  the  Tories  and 
Indians,  which  gave  the  people  apprehensions  of  danger,  and 
occasioned  some  preparations  for  defence. 

The  people  had  frequent  intimations  that  the  Indians  had 
6ome  mischievous  design  against  them,  but  their  fears  wero 
somewhat  abated  by  the  seeming  solicitude  of  the  Indians  to 
preserve  peace ;  they  sent  down  at  different  times,  several  par- 
ties with  declarations  of  their  peaceable  disposition  toward  us, 
and  to  request  the  like  on  our  part  towards  them.  They  were 
alwavs  dismissed  with  assurances  that  there  was  no  desijm  to 
disturb  them.  But  one  of  those  Indians  getting  drunk,  said  ho 
and  the  other  messengers  were  only  sent  to  amuse  the  people 
in  the  settlement,  but  that  the  Indians  intended,  as  6oon  as 
they  were  in  order,  to  attack  them.    On  this  the  Indian  men 
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were  confined,  and  the  women  Bent  back  with  a  flag.  In 
March,  appearances  became  more  alarming,  and  the  scattered 
families  settled  for  thirty  miles  up  the  river,  were  collected 
and  brought  into  the  more  populous  parts.  In  April  and  May, 
strolling  parties  of  Indians  and  Tories,  about  thirty  and  under 
in  a  company,  made  frequent  incursions  into  the  settlement, 
robbing  and  plundering  the  inhabitants  of  provision,  grain,  and 
live  stock.  In  June,  several  persons  being  at  work  on  a  farm 
from  which  the  Tory  inhabitants  had  gone  to  the  enemy,  were 
attacked,  and  one  man  of  them  killed ;  soon  after,  a  woman 
(wife  of  one  of  the  twenty-seven  Tories  before  mentioned)  was 
killed,  with  her  five  children,  by  a  party  of  these  Tories  and 
Indians,  who  plundered  the  house  of  every  thing  they  could  take 
awav,  and  destroyed  the  rest. 

On  the  first  instant  (July)  the  whole  body  of  the  enemy, 
consisting,  it  is  supposed,  of  near  sixteen  hundred,  (about  throe 
hundred  of  whom  were  thought  to  be  Indians,  under  their  own 
chiefs,  the  rest,  Tories,  painted  like  them,  except  their  officers, 
who  were  dressed  like  regulars,)  the  whole  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  John  Butler,  (a  Connecticut  Tory,  and  cousin  to 
Colonel  Zebulon  Butler,  the  second  in  command  in  the  settle- 
ment,) came  down  near  the  upper  fort,  but  concealed  the  great- 
est part  of  their  number ;  here  they  had  a  skirmish  with  the 
inhabitants,  who  took  and  killed  two  Indians,  and  lost  ten  of 
their  own  men,  three  of  whom  they  afterwards  found  killed, 
scalped,  and  mangled  in  the  most  inhuman  manner. 

Thursday,  J uly  2. — The  enemy  appeared  on  the  mountains, 
back  of  Kingston,  when  the  women  and  children  then  fled  into 
the  fort.  Most  of  the  garrison  of  Exeter  fort  were  Tories,  who 
treacherously  gave  it  up  to  the  enemy.  The  same  night,  after 
a  little  resistance,  they  took  Lackawanna  fort,  killed  Squire  Jen- 
kins and  his  family,  with  several  others,  in  a  barbarous  manner, 
and  made  prisoners  of  most  of  the  women  and  children ;  a 
small  number  only  escaped. 

Friday,  July  3. — This  morning  Colonel  Zebulon  Butler, 
leaving  a  6mall  number  to  guard  the  fort,  (Wilkesbarre,) 
crossed  the  river  with  about  four  hundred  men,  and  marched 
into  Kingston  fort.    The  enemy  sent  in  a  flag,  demanding  a 
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surrender  of  the  fort  in  two  hours.  Colonel  Butler  answered 
lie  should  not  surrender,  but  was  ready  to  receive  thein.  They 
sent  in  a  second  flag,  demanding  an  immediate  surrender, 
otherwise  that  the  fort  should  be  stormed,  plundered,  and  burnt, 
with  all  its  contents,  in  a  few  hours,  and  said  that  they  had 
with  them  three  hundred  men.  Colonel  Butler  proposed  a 
parley,  which,  being  agreed  to,  a  place  in  Kingston  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  meeting,  to  which  Colonel  Z.  Butler  repaired 
witli  four  hundred  men  well  armed,  but  finding  nobody  there, 
he  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  where  at  a  distance 
he  saw  a  flag,  which,  as  he  advanced,  retired,  as  if  afraid, 
twenty  or  thirty  rods ;  he  following,  was  led  into  an  ambush, 
and  partly  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  who  suddenly  rose  and 
fired  upon  them.  Notwithstanding  the  great  disproportion  of 
sixteen  hundred  to  four  hundred,  he  and  his  men  bravely  6tood 
and  returned  the  fire  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  with  such 
briskness  and  resolution,  that  the  enemy  began  to  give  way, 
and  were  upon  the  point  of  retiring,  when  one  of  Colonel  Z. 
Butler's  men,  either  through  treachery  or  cowardice,  cried  out 
that  the  colonel  ordered  a  retreat.  This  caused  a  cessation  of 
their  fire,  threw  them  into  confusion,  and  a  total  rout  ensued. 
The  greatest  part  fled  to  the  river,  which  they  endeavored  to 
pass,  to  Fort  Wilkesbarre ;  the  enemy  pursued  them  with  the 
fury  of  devils ;  many  were  lost  or  killed  in  the  river,  and  no 
more  than  about  seventy,  some  of  whom  were  wounded,  escaped 
to  Wilkesbarre. 

Saturday  morning,  July  4. — The  enemy  sent  one  hundred 
and  ninety -six  scalps  into  Fort  Kingston,  which  they  invested 
on  the  land  side,  and  kept  up  a  continual  fire  upon  it. 

This  evening  Colonel  Z.  Butler,  with  his  family,  quitted  the 
fort,  and  went  down  the  river. 

Colonel  Nathan  Dennison  went  with  a  flag  to  Exeter  fort, 
to  know  of  Colonel  John  Butler  what  terms  he  would  grant  on 
a  surrender.  Butler  answered,  the  Hatchet.  Colonel  Denni- 
son returned  to  Fort  Kingston,  which  he  defended  till  Sunday 
morning,  when  his  men  being  nearly  all  killed  or  wounded,  he 
could  hold  out  no  longer,  and  was  obliged  to  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion. The  enemy  took  away  some  of  the  unhappy  prisoners, 
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and  shutting  np  the  rest  in  the  liouses,  set  fire  to  them,  and 
they  were  all  consumed  together.  These  infernals  then  crossed 
the  river  to  Fort  Wilkesbarre,  which  in  a  few  minutes  surren- 
dered at  discretion.  About  seventy  of  the  men,  who  had  listed 
in  the  continental  serv  ice  to  defend  the  frontiers,  they  inhu- 
manly butchered,  with  every  circumstance  of  horrid  cruelty ; 
and  then  shutting  up  the  rest,  with  the  women  and  children  in 
the  houses,  they  set  fire  to  them,  and  they  all  perished  together 
in  the  flames. 

After  burning  all  the  buildings  in  the  fort,  they  proceeded 
to  the  destruction  of  every  building  and  improvement  (except 
what  belonged  to  some  Tories)  that  came  within  their  reach, 
on  all  these  flourishing  settlements,  which  they  have  rendered  a 
scene  of  desolation  and  horror,  almost  beyond  description, 
parallel,  or  credibility ;  and  were  not  the  facts  attested  by  num- 
bers of  the  unhappy  sufferers,  from  different  quarters  of  the 
settlement,  and  unconnected  with  each  other,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  believe  that  human  nature  could  be  capable  of  such 
prodigious  enormity. 

When  these  miscreants  had  destroyed  the  other  improve- 
ments, they  proceeded  to  destroy  the  crops  on  the  ground,  let- 
ting in  the  cattle  and  horses  to  the  corn,  and  cutting  up  as 
much  as  they  could  of  what  was  left.  Great  numbers  of  the 
cattle  they  shot  and  destroyed,  and  cutting  out  the  tongues  of 
many  others,  left  them  to  perish  in  misery. 

Hie  course  of  these  truly  diabolical  proceedings  was  marked 
by  many  particular  acts  of  distinguished  enormity,  among 
which  were  the  following,  viz. : 

The  Captains  James  Bedlock,  Robert  Duryee,  and  Samuel 
Hansom,  being  made  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  they  stripped 
Captain  Bedlock,  tied  him  to  a  tree,  and  6tuck  him  full  of 
sharp  splinters  of  pine  knots,  then  piling  a  heap  of  pine  knots 
round  him,  they  set  all  on  fire,  put  Duryee  and  Ransom  into 
the  fire,  and  held  them  down  with  pitchforks. 

Thomas  Ilill,  (whose  father  was  killed  by  the  Indians  last 
Indian  war,)  with  his  own  hands  killed  his  own  mother,  his 
father-in-law,  his  sisters,  and  their  families. 

Partial  Terry,  the  son  of  a  man  who  bore  a  very  respectable 
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character,  had  several  times  sent  his  father  word  that  he  hoped 
to  wash  his  hands  in  his  heart's  hlood.  Agreeable  to  snch  a 
horrid  declaration,  the  monster,  with  his  own  hand,  murdered 
his  father,  mother,  brother  and  sisters,  stripped  off  their  6calps, 
and  cut  off  his  father's  head. 

Colonel  Dennison  was  seen  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and 
was  doubtless  murdered.  Colonel  Zebulon  Butler  is  supposed 
to  be  the  only  officer  who  escaped. 

It  is  said  he  had  several  times  written  letters  to  the  Con- 
gress and  General  Washington,  acquainting  them  with  the  dan- 
ger the  settlement  was  in,  and  requesting  assistance,  but  that 
he  received  no  answer,  except  that  he  had  no  cause  to  fear, 
6i'nce  the  Indians  were  all  for  peace  and  quite  averse  to  war. 
However,  he  lately  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Spaulding, 
acquainting  him  that  neither  the  Congress  nor  General  Wash- 
ington had  received  any  of  his  letters,  which  had  been  inter- 
cepted by  the  Pennsylvania  Tories,  who,  in  all  probability, 
acted  in  concert  with  these  execrable  miscreants,  against  Wyo- 
ming. It  is  reported  that  these  wretches,  after  completing 
their  horrid  business  at  Wyoming,  are  going  or  gone  to  Cherry 
Valley,  and  the  parts  adjacent. 

We  hear  that  a  party  of  infernals,  of  the  like  kind,  have, 
within  this  week  or  two,  infested  the  parts  about  Leghawegh, 
near  Rochester,  on  the  Minisink  road  to  Philadelphia,  where  a 
party  of  them,  about  forty  in  number,  have  plundered  and 
burnt  several  houses,  abused  some  people,  and  carried  off  three 
men.  It  is  hoped  speedy  and  effectual  measures  will  be  taken 
to  punish  and  extirpate  these  monsters  in  human  shape,  from 
the  face  of  the  earth.1 

Tnis  afternoon  sailed  for  England  his  Majesty's  ship  Mont- 
real, commanded  by  Stair  Douglass,  Esquire,  having  on  board 
Guy  caricton   Lieutenant-General  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Knight  of 
ie»vc«  America.  tjie  jjat)^  an<i  iate  Governor  of  Canada,  over 

which  he  has  presided  since  the  27th  of  September,  1766.  He 
left  the  castle  of  St.  Lewis  about  one  o'clock,  (Lady  Maria  and 

1  New  York  Journal,  July  20. 
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the  children  having  gone  on  board  the  preceding  evening,)  and 
was  accompanied  to  the  water  side  by  lu6  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor, his  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  judges,  and 
moBt  of  the  principal  gentlemen,  both  civil  and  military,  as 
well  British  as  Canadians.  The  troops  in  garrison  with  the 
British  and  Canadian  militia,  under  arms,  lined  the  streets  on 
both  sides  from  the  castle  to  the  place  of  embarkation.  After 
Sir  Guy,  his  Excellency  General  Haldimand,  and  several  other 
gentlemen  who  went  on  board  with  him,  had  got  into  Captain 
Pierson's  barge,  which  carried  him  to  the  frigate;  just  as  she 
pushed  off,  he  got  up  and  took  an  indiscriminate  farewell  of 
the  multitude  on  the  beach,  with  an  air  of  humanity  and  polite- 
ness peculiar  to  him,  and  which  seemed  to  indicate  regret.  A 
royal  salute  was  then  fired  from  the  ramparts,  and,  as  soon  as 
he  got  on  board,  from  the  vessels.  Ilis  departure  is  sincerely 
regretted  by  many.  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  several 
gentlemen  who  accompanied  him  as  far  as  Patrick's  Hole, 
dined  with  him  on  board,  and  returned  this  evening.1 

Yesterday,  to  the  great  joy  of  every  good  subject,  the  fleet 
of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  the  great  and  wise  ally  of  these 
States,  commanded  by  Admiral  Count  D'Estaing,  Fr4.nrh  Flcet  ftt 
arrived  off"  Point  Judith,  when  a  number  of  pilots  Kh,Kle  M*nA- 
belonging  to  Providence  went  immediately  on  board,  and 
brought  them  6afe  to  anchor  off  the  harbor  of  Newport,  where- 
by our  savage  enemies  are  in  their  turn  completely  blockaded. 

To-day,  two  French  ships  of  the  line  came  up  on  the  west 
side  of  Conanicut,  and  took  their  stations  above  the  north  end 
of  that  island ;  several  shots  were  fired  at  them  as  they  passed, 
and  a  few  returned.  The  enemy's  ship  which  lay  there  got 
under  sail  on  the  near  approach  of  our  friends,  entered  New- 
port harbor  by  the  east  side  of  Conanicut,  and  fled  to  Rhode 
Island,  having  previously  blown  up  the  magazine,  spiked  their 
cannon,  destroyed  the  works,  and  set  fire  to  the  barracks. 
The  Kingfisher,  of  sixteen  guns,  with  two  galleys,  were  blown 
up  by  the  enemy  in  Seconet  River,  on  the  approach  of  two 
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other  French  ships.  The  Britons,  with  their  friends  the  Tories, 
are  in  great  consternation,  and  a  few  days  will  probably  pro- 
duce events  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  fleet  have  brought  in  fifteen  sail  of  prizes,  one  of  them 
a  ship  bound  to  New  York,  laden  with  warlike  stores,  among 
which  are  six  large  mortars,  and  a  quantity  of  shells.1 

AN  EPIGRAM. 

"  How  hard  u  your  Congress'  exacted  conditions !  ■ 
Cry  the  gentlemen  come  with  pacific  commissions. 
Withdrawing  our  troops,  they  premise,  and  our  fleet, 
And  on  no  other  terms  will  they  deign  for  to  treat  1 
The  word  Independence,  what  can  they  intend  tn't! 
In  spire  of  our  efforts  you  are  Independent. 
Were  we  left  to  ourselves,  faith,  ere  now  we  had  scamper'd ; 
Hut  consider,  good  folks,  we  are  terribly  hampered. 
True,  an  army  we  have — but  completely  invaded ; 
And  our  fleet  to  the  full  is  as  nicely  blockaded ; 
Fure  the  world  then  can  judge,  and  as  readily  say, 
If  it's  left  at  our  option  to  go  or  to  stay  ? 
(let  consent  from  Estaing,  and  your  chief  Washington, 
And  we  need  not  a  prompter  to  set  off  and  run.' 

TnE  British  army  is  now  arrived  at  New  York  from  Phila- 
delphia; some  little  time  ago  they  arrived  at  Philadelphia  from 
New  York.  How  finely,  says  a  correspondent,  are  the  charges 
sunk.  From  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  to  Long  Island,  to 
Mud  Island,  from  action  to  eeling,  from  eeling  to  action.  Our 
American  possessions  arc  not  equal  to  the  space  between  Smith- 
field  and  Ilighgate.    Omne  quod  exit  in — Hum. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  hostilities  with  France  commenced 
just  that  day  three  years  on  which  the  first  battle  of  import- 
ance happened  in  America.  The  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill  was 
fought  on  the  17th  of  June,  1775,  and  the  hostilities  with  France 
commenced  on  the  17th  of  June,  1778." 

August  1. — We  hear,  from  good  authority,  that  independent 
of  the  cruelties  and  oppressions  of  the  new  States,  which  have 


1  New  York  Journal,  August  17. 
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alienated  the  minds  of  the  people  from  their  new  systems  of 
government,  and  the  petty  tyrants  in  possession  of  them,  there 
are  other  causes  of  disaffection,  equally  powerful  KffMtJ(  nf  the 
and  alarming  to  the  liberties  of  America.  Many  French  Treaty, 
of  the  wannest  independents  themselves,  whose  eyes  are  not 
blinded  bv  a  share  in  the  power  and  emoluments  of  the  tvr- 
anny,  now  confess  their  apprehensions  that  their  country  is  sold 
to  the  French  king,  and  that  all  their  boasted  struggles  for 
liberty,  will  end  in  wretched  submission  to  French  despotism 
and  Popish  superstition,  should  Great  Britain  give  up  her  col- 
onies. 

The  solemn  ceremony  of  delivering  the  turf  and  twig,'  per- 
formed by  Mr.  Deane,  Ambassador  of  the  Congress,  to  Mr. 
Gerard,  the  Plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of  Paris,  the  people 
in  general  believe,  was  a  transfer  of  some  right,  cither  absolute 
or  conditional,  to  the  territory  of  America,  in  pursuance  of 
6ome  of  the  six  articles  of  their  treaty,  which  Congress  have 
perfidiously  concealed  from  their  constituents.'    This  belief 

1  The  ceremony  observed  at  the  landing  of  the  French  ambassador  and  Mr. 
Silas  Deane,  has  created  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  the  spectators. 
Immediately  on  setting  foot  on  shore,  Mr.  Deane  cutting  a  piece  of  turf,  formally 
delivered  it  to  Monsieur  Gerard,  who  received  it  with  great  solemnity,  applied  it 
To  hit  lip*  and  then  cro**ed  himtclf  with  much  apparent  devotion.  The  delivering 
of  the  turf  may  be  easily  construed,  it  being  the  well  known  and  ancient  symbol 
of  giving  possession  of  land,  and  was  by  the  common  law  absolutely  necessary  to 
all  transfers  of  real  property.  The  receiving  and  kissing  of  it  may  denote  the  ac- 
ceptance and  taking  possession  of  the  gift.  Julius  Caisar,  when  he  invaded 
Britain,  is  said  to  have  made  use  of  a  similar  ceremony  to  the  same  purpose.  If 
this  be  considered  as  the  cession  of  the  whole  or  part  of  America,  in  consequence 
of  the  late  treaty,  the  Congress  have  acted  wisely  in  keeping  back  from  the  peo- 
ple's view  the  secret  articles  which  related  to  it:  for  we  believe  that  however 
fond  their  constituents  may  now  be  of  their  great  and  pootl  all;/,  the  King  of 
France,  they  are  hardly  yet  so  infatuated  as  to  choose  Louts  for  their  master. — 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Philadelphia  in  JUriugton'*  Gazette,  July  29. 

1  A  correspondent  writes : — It  is  a  maxim  generally  believed,  the  truth  of  which 
he  has  not  the  least  doubt,  that  the  pkoplk  are  the  origin  of  all  delegated  powers. 
If  so,  he  calls  in  question  the  propriety  of  keeping  secret  certain  articles  of  the 
treaty  subsisting  between  the  court  of  France  and  the  States.  If  it  is  said  to 
keep  them  from  the  knowledge  of  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  he  thinks  they  may 
safely  be  communicated  to  the  several  assemblies  of  the  United  States  at  lea>t, 
who  are  the  legal  representatives  of  the  people,  and  who,  he  thinks,  have  a  right 
19  know  them.— Pennsylvania  Packet,  November  3. 


Digitized  by  OooqIc 


! 


606  DIABT  OF  THE  REVOLUTION.  [1778. 

seems  founded  on  very  good  reasons,  because  this  ceremony 
was  the  ancient  and  almost  universal  mode  of  conveying  real 
estates  in  England,  derived  from  the  customs  of  the  civil  law, 
which  yet  prevails  in  France,  and  has  never  been  made  use  of 
on  any  other  occasion ;  and  the  Congress,  who  must  know  the 
suspicions  and  anxiety  of  the  people  on  this  matter,  and  whose 
interest  it  is  to  remove  their  fears,  have  never  yet  attempted 
any  other  explanation  of  that  ceremony ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
have  observed  a  profound  secrecy  in  regard  to  it,  as  well  as  to 
the  six  articles  before  mentioned;  all  which  circumstances, 
if  they  do  not  amount  to  positive,  it  must  be  confessed  do  to 
the  strongest  presumptive  proof,  equal  in  the  scale  of  credi- 
bility, to  positive,  that  the  people's  belief  and  fears  are  justly 
founded/ 

August  6.— This  being  the  day  appointed  by  Congress  for 
the  reception  of  Sieur  Gerard,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
Reception  of  the  ms  ^ost  Christian  Majesty,  that  Minister  received 
French  Minister.  ttll(]ien(.e  accordingly.  In  pursuance  of  the  cere- 
monial established  by  Congress,  the  Honorable  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Delegates  from  Virginia,  and  the 
Honorable  Samuel  Adams,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Delegates  from 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  a  coach  and  six  provided  by  Congress, 
waited  upon  the  Minister  at  his  house.  In  a  few  minutes,  the 
Minister  and  the  two  delegates  entered  the  coach,  Mr.  Lee  plac- 
ing himself  at  the  Minister's  left  hand  on  the  back  scat,  Mr. 
Adams  occupying  the  front  seat.  The  Minister's  chariot  being 
behind,  received  his  secretary.  The  carriages  being  arrived  at 
the  State  House,  Philadelphia,  the  two  members  of  Congress, 
placing  themselves  at  the  Minister's  left  hand,  a  little  before 
one  o'clock,  introduced  him  to  his  chair  in  the  Congress  cham- 
ber, the  President  and  Congress  sitting;  the  chair  was  placed 
fronting  the  President.  The  Minister  being  seated,  he  gave 
his  credentials  into  the  hand  of  his  Secretarv,  who  advanced 
and  delivered  them  to  the  President.  The  Secretary  of  Con- 
gress then  read  and  translated  them,  which  being  done,  Mr. 
Lee  announced  the  Minister  to  the  President  and  Congress ;  at 

*  "  An  American  Freeman,"  in  Rivington's  Gazette,  August  22. 
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this  time,  the  President,  the  Congress,  and  the  Minister  rose 
together ;  he  bowed  to  the  President  and  Congress,  they  bowed 
to  him ;  whereupon  the  whole  seated  themselves.  In  a  mo- 
ment the  Minister  arose  and  made  a  speech  to  the  Congress, 
they  sitting.  The  speech  to  the  Congress  being  finished,  the 
Minister  sat  down,  and  giving  a  copy  of  his  speech  to  his  Secre- 
tary, he  presented  it  to  the  President.  The  President  and  the 
Congress  then  rose,  and  the  President  pronounced  their  answer 
to  the  speech,  the  Minister  standing.  The  answer  being  ended, 
the  whole  were  again  seated,  and  the  President  giving  a  copy 
of  the  answer  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Congress,  he  presented  it 
to  the  Minister.  The  President,  the  Congress,  and  the  Minister 
then  ajrain  arose  together.  The  Minister  bowed  to  the  Presi- 
dent,  who  returnd  the  salnte,  and  then  to  the  Congress,  who 
also  bowed  in  return".  The  Minister,  having  again  bowed  to 
the  President,  and  received  his  bow,  he  withdrew,  and  was 
attended  home  in  the  same  manner  in  which  he  had  been  con- 
ducted  to  the  audience. 

Within  the  bar  of  the  house,  the  Congress  formed  a  semi- 
circle on  each  side  of  the  President  and  the  Minister:  the 
President  sitting  at  one  extremity  of  the  circle,  at  a  table  upon 
a  platform  elevated  two  steps,  the  Minister  sitting  at  the  oppo- 
site extremity  of  the  circle,  in  an  arm  chair,  upon  the  same 
level  with  the  Congress.  The  door  of  the  Congress  chamber 
being  thrown  open,  below  the  bar,  about  two  hundred  gentle- 
men were  admitted  to  the  audience,  among  whom  were  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  the  Speaker  and  Mem- 
bers of  the.IIouse  of  Assembly,  several  foreigners  of  distinction, 
and  officers  of  the  army. 

Thus  has  a  new  and  noble  sight  been  exhibited  in  this  new 
world — the  representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
solemnly  giving  public  audience  to  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  most  powerful  prince  in  Europe.  Four  years  ago, 
such  an  event,  at  so  near  a  day,  was  not  in  the  view  even  of 
imagination :  but  it  is  the  Almighty  who  raiseth  up  ;  he  hath 
stationed  America  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  and  clothed 
hjr  in  robes  of  sovereignty. 
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The  audience  being  over,  the  Congress  and  the  Minister,  at 
a  proper  hour,  repaired  to  an  entertainment  by  Congress,  given 
to  the  Minister,  at  which  were  present,  by  invitation,  several 
foreigners  of  distinction,  and  gentlemen  of  public  character. 
Hie  entertainment  was  conducted  with  a  decorum  suited  to  the 
occasion,  and  gave  the  most  perfect  satisfaction  to  the  whole 
company.1 

A  correspondent  in  London  says :  In  the  fate  of  the  mer- 
cenary Hessians  employed  against  our  fellow  subjects  in  Amer- 

n«rcn  with  the  ica>  we  mav  read  d'6  disapprobation,  and  mark 
American*  t]ie  manifest  intervention  of  Heaven.  Of  the  pri- 
vate men  who  embarked  from  Hesse  Cassel  on  their  sanguinary 
expedition,  not  above  a  fourth  part  are  in  a  state  of  militation ; 
the  rest  are  either  killed,  wounded,  or  prisoners.  Of  the  com- 
manders, their  fate  is  not  less  exemplary;  General  De  Heister 
died  a  few  days  since,  being  returned  to  engage  fresh  mercen- 
aries ;  Colonel  Rahl  killed  at  Trenton,  Colonel  Donop  killed 
in  the  attack  of  the  fort  on  Mud  Island,  General  Knypliausen 
slightly  wounded  at  the  attack  of  Germantown — sic  pcriunt 
in  imici  libertatis. 

"The  supremacy  of  Parliament,"  and  "  unconditional  sub- 
mission," two  favorite  terms  adopted  by  the  court,  the  ministry, 
and  the  legislature,  have  produced  wonderful  effects :  the  total 
separation  of  America  from  the  British  empire,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  monarchy  of  Independent  States — the  loss  of 
above  thirtv  millions  of  money* — the  destruction  of  thirtv  thou- 

w  w  *' 

sand  troops,  and  the  most  shameful  disgrace  to  the  English 
arms  that  was  ever  incurred  since  the  foundation  of  the  em- 
pire. It  is  time  to  discard  and  disgrace  words  which  have 
produced  such  horrid  consequences,  and  adopt  others  more 
conformable  to  common  sense  to  constitutional  liberty,  and  to 
humanity. 

A  gentlemen  just  returned  from  Paris  informs  us  that  Dr. 
Franklin  has  shaken  off  entirely  the  mechanical  rust,  and  com- 
menced the  complete  courtier.    Being  lately  in  the  gardens  of 

1  New  York  Journal,  August  24. 
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Versailles,  showing  the  Queen  some  electrical  experiment,  she 
asked  him,  in  a  fit  of  raillery,  if  he  did  not  dread  the  fate  of 
Promethens,  who  was  so  severely  gerved  for  steal- 
ing fire  from  Heaven?  "Yes,  please  your  Maj- 
jesty,"  (replied  old  Franklin,  with  infinite  gallantry,)  "  if  I  did 
not  behold  a  pair  of  eyes  this  moment  which  have  stolen  infi- 
nitely more  fire  from  Jove  than  ever  I  did,  pass  unpunished, 
though  they  do  more  mischief  in  a  week  than  I  have  done  in 
all  my  experiments."  1 

August  17. — The  following  oath  is  part  of  an  act  lately 
passed  by  the  New  York  Congress  at  the  Fishkills,  which  is  to 
be  taken  by  every  subject,  agreeable  to  the  new  New  ^  of 
constitution  established  by  the  Congress : — "  I  A.  Aii*8i*n<,«- 
B.  do  solemnly,  and  without  any  mental  reservation  whatever, 
swear  and  call  God  to  witness,  (or,  if  the  people  called  Quak- 
ers, affirm,)  that  I  believe  and  acknowledge  the  State  of  New 
York  to  be  of  right  a  free  and  independent  State,  and  that 
no  authority  or  power  can  of  right  be  executed  in  or  over  the 
said  State,  but  what  is,  or  shall  be  granted  by,  or  derived  from 
the  people  thereof ;  and  further,  that  as  a  good  subject  of  the 
said  free  and  independent  State  of  New  York,  I  will,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability,  faithfully  do  my  duty,  and 
as  I  shall  keep  or  disregard  this  oath,  so  help  and  deal  with 
me  Almighty  God." 

The  first  person  who  was  cited  before  the  commissioners  to 
take  the  oath,  was  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.,  of  Coldenham, 
in  Ulster  county,  New  York,  and  eldest  son  of  the  crfwaiMer 
late  lieutenant-governor  of  that  province.  This  °4jd*n- 
gentleman  showed  an  unshaken  attachment  to  his  sovereign 
and  the  constitution,  from  the  first  of  the  present  rebellion. 
He  had  been  a  prisoner  among  the  rebels  for  above  two  years, 
great  part  of  the  time  closely  confined  in  a  common  jail,  or  on 
board  a  sloop  in  the  Hudson  River,  (in  company  with  many 
other  loyal  sufferers,)  for  no  other  cause  than  avowing  his  sen- 
timents with  candor,  modesty,  au4  firmness,  against  independ- 

*  New  Hampshire  Gawtte,  December  22. 
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ency.  Determined  to  adhere  to  the  good  old  constitution  under 
which  he  and  his  fellow  subjects  enjoyed  60  much  happiness,  he 
persevered  calmly,  though  resolutely,  to  oppose  each  innova- 
tion, for  which  he  was  ignominiously  treated  from  time  to  time, 
and  suffered  every  wanton  indignity  that  malice  could  invent. 
When  desired  to  take  the  above  oath,  he  nobly  refused  it,  re- 
turning a  decent,  spirited  answer,  in  writing,  which  does  him 
great  honor;  whereupon  he  was  ordered  to  depart,  and  go 
within  the  British  lines.  On  Monday  last  he  arrived  at  New 
York  in  a  flag  of  truce  sloop,  leaving  behind  him  his  wife,  and 
a  numerous  family  of  children,  to  the  insults,  and  a  large  estate 
to  the  depredations  of  a  blind,  infatuated  people.1 

August  20. — A  gentleman  who  went  on  board  the  French 
fleet  at  Sandy  Hook,  gives  the  following  account  of  their  prin- 
cipal transactions  during  the  time  he  was  on  board : 

On  the  30th  of  July  the  fleet  arrived  off,  and  anchored  be- 
fore the  light-house,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Newport, 
Action*  of  the  m  KQO(^e  Island,  except  two  frigates,  that  were 
French  Fleet  ordered  to  the  east  end  of  the  island,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  vessels  from  getting  out  through  Seconnct  pas- 
sage. On  the  frigates'  arrival  there,  the  English  set  fire  to  one 
twenty-gun  ship  and  two  galleys,  which  lay  in  that  passage. 
The  next  morning  one  ship  of  fifty  guns  was  sent  up  the  west 
side  of  Conanicut  Island,  and  after  exchanging  a  few  shots  with 
the  battery,  the  English  thought  proper  to  evacuate  that  island, 
after  blowing  up  their  fortifications,  which  were  said  to  be 
guarded  by  about  fifteen  hundred  men ;  they  likewise  blew  up 
some  of  their  outworks  on  Rhode  Island,  and  burnt  some 
dwelling-houses.  The  same  day  we  sent  up  the  west  passage, 
one  ship  of  6ixty-four  guns.  The  weather  for  the  several  fol- 
lowing days  was  very  foggy,  which  gave  our  fifty-gun  ship  an 
advantage  of  passing,  without  being  seen,  around  the  north  end 
of  Conanicut,  and  anchoring  between  a  small  bay  or  cove,  on 
the  west  side  of  Rhode  Island,  (in  which  lay  three  British  frig- 
ates,) and  the  harbor  of  Newport.    On  the  fog's  clearing 

1  New  York  Gaxettc,  August  17. 
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away,  the  people,  finding  the  frigates  could  not  return  to  New- 
port, immediately  left  them  after  setting  them  on  fire. 

On  the  8th  of  August,  a  signal  was  made  for  the  fleet  to 
weigh  anchor  and  get  in  a  line,  which  was  done,  and  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  stood  in  for  the  harbor  of 
Newport,  under  topsails  lowered  down.  The  Admiral  being 
the  first  of  the  line,  as  soon  as  he  came  within  about  two  miles, 
the  battery  on  Brenton's  Neck  began  a  brisk  cannonade  on  the 
Languedocv which  was  not  returned  till  she  came  within  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  battery,  when  6he  began  such  a 
cannonade  as  I  could  not  have  conceived  to  have  been  possible 
from  on  board  one  ship,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  the 
battery  was  silenced  in  two  or  three  broadsides,  and  the  fleet 
passed  in  through  the  fire  of  the  cannon  from  Fort  Island,  and 
two  forts  on  the  north  end  of  the  town  of  Newport,  and  an- 
chored between  Gold  Island  and  Conanicut,  without  receiving 
any  damage.  On  the  ninth,  a  fleet  of  thirty -four  sail  of  ships 
appeared  off  the  harbor,  which,  we  were  informed,  were  a  fleet 
from  New  York,  commanded  by  Lord  Howe ;  the  wind  being 
to  the  southward,  we  could  not  get  out  of  the  harbor.  On  the 
tenth,  in  the  morning,  the  wind  came  round  to  the  northward  ; 
a  signal  was  made  for  the  fleet  to  cut  their  cables,  which  was 
immediately  done,  and  all  came  to  sail  except  the  frigates, 
which  were  all  in  Seconnet  passage.  On  our  coming  to  sea, 
the  wind  became  very  small.  The  enemy  appeared  to  have 
been  much  alarmed  on  seeing  our  fleet  under  sail,  as  they  all 
either  cut  or  slipped  their  cables,  cut  many  of  their  boats  from 
their  sterns,  and  hove  many  things  overboard,  in  order  to 
lighten  their  ships.  On  the  11th,  in  the  morning,  we  found 
them  at  a  much  greater  distance  than  they  were  the  night  be- 
fore, but  the  wind  springing  up,  we  continued  the  chase.  The 
British  fleet  now  bearing  about  south-east  by  east,  the  wind  at 
north-east,  they  hauled  close  upon  a  wind,  but  finding  we  came 
up  with  them,  they  altered  their  course  from  east  south-cast  to 
south-east  and  to  the  southward,  and  from  that  to  south-west, 
but  all  without  effect,  as  we  could  outsail  them  very  easily ; 
the  wind  still  continuing  to  blow  a  very  fresh  gale,  and  con- 
stantly increasing.    At  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
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both  fleets  drew  in  a  line.  The  English  fleet  now  consisted  of 
only  twenty-four  sail,  and  ours  of  twelve.  Our  headmost  ship 
in  the  line  got  up  abreast  with  the  sternraost  of  the  English, 
but  the  6ea  running  so  high,  we  could  not  engage ;  we  intended 
to  have  continued  along  side  of  them  till  the  wind  abated, 
but  about  sunsetting,  a  very  heavy  gale  coining  on,  we  were 
obliged  to  bring  to,  which  we  did  with  our  heads  to  the  south- 
ward; the  English  then  hauled  to  the  north-west,  and  the 
night  coining  on,  we  lost  sight  of  them.  On  the  12th,  at  day- 
light, we  discovered  the  Languedoc  about  a  league  distant, 
without  a  mast  standing,  and  at  about  eight  o'clock  saw  the 
Marseilles  without  a  foremast  or  bowsprit.  The  gale  con- 
tinued extremely  hard  all  this  day  and  night  following,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  thirteenth,  in  the  afternoon  of  which 
it  abated.  We  then  made  sail  and  stood  in  about  north- 
west, under  what  6ail  we  could  carry.  Iu  the  morning  of  the 
14th,  at  daylight,  saw  the  Languedoc  at  about  two  leagues 
distance,  which,  when  we  came  up  with  her,  informed  us  she 
had  been  attacked  the  night  before,  by  a  ship  of  fifty  guns,  but 
had  obliged  her  to  sheer  off,  although  she  had  neither  mast  nor 
rudder.  At  about  nine  o'clock  discovered  the  Marseilles,  who 
had  been  -attacked  early  in  the  morning  by  a  sixty  gun  ship, 
and  one  other  coming  down  on  her,  but  our  fleet  coming  in 
6ight,  they  quitted  her.  In  the  afternoon  we  took  the  Thunder 
bomb ;  and  in  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  saw  the  Senegal 
sloop  of  war,  of  sixteen  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Inglis, 
which  we  very  soon  came  up  with,  and  made  a  prize  of.  The 
fleet  then  anchored  in  latitude  thirty-nine,  in  about  forty  fath- 
oms water,  where  we  lay  till  we  got  up  jury  masts  on  board 
the  Languedoc  and  Marseilles.  The  Cesar,  of  seventy-four 
guns,  had  not  joined  the  fleet  since  the  gale  on  the  seventeenth. 
In  the  evening  wo  weighed  anchor  and  came  to  sail,  and  ar- 
rived off  Rhode  Island  this  afternoon.1 

August  22. — A  correspondent  in  Philadelphia  offers  the 
following  hint,  with  the  hope  that  it  will  be  improved  upon 

1  New  York  Journal,  September  7. 
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"  I  have  labored  Tinder  many  difficulties,  for  my  principles  are 
such,  that  I  would  not  willingly  purchase  any  article  (except 
in  absolute  necessity)  of  a  Tory.  To  be  asking  IIow  to  DesljnJaUs 
always  who  are  Whigs  who  have  to  sell,  is  troub-  Toria*- 
lesome,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  uncertain.  I  wish  the  same 
mark  were  put  upon  the  houses  of  our  well-known  enemies,  as 
the  Turks  use  to  designate  the  residences  of  liars,  that  is,  by 
painting  them  black.  This  might  be  done  with  a  very  small 
expense,  and  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  every  well-wisher  to 
his  country  would  willingly  contribute  towards  paying  the  ex- 
pense.   The  lower  story  blackened  might  be  sufficient."  ' 

This  suggestion,  says  another  writer,  does  well  enough  as 
far  as  it  goes,  but  we  would  propose  a  still  more  prominent 
designation  of  a  Tory,  that  is,  let  the  right  side  of  the  face  and 
the  right  hand  be  dyed  black,  and  if  that  don't  answer,  it  will 
not  be  any  great  loss  if  the  whole  body  be  set  to  dying.' 

August  23. — The  French  fleet  returned  to  Rhode  Island  on 
Thursday  last,  (20th,)  but  had  suffered  so  considerably  in  the 
late  storm,  together  with  some  slight  engagement 
with  the  enemy,  that  they  judged  it  necessary  to 
retire  in  order  to  refit ;  in  consequence  of  which  resolution,  the 
whole  fleet  sailed  for  Boston  yesterday.  General  Sullivan, 
with  the  other  general  officers,  were  of  opinion  that  they  had 
not  suffered  to  such  a  degree  but  that  they  were  capable  of 
sufficiently  co-operating  with  the  Americans  in  the  reduction  of 
Newport,  without  danger  to  the  fleet ;  consequently  the  gen- 
eral, in  the  name  of  all  the  general  officers  of  his  army,  protested 
against  the  count's  withdrawing  with  his  fleet  and  army  at  this 
critical  juncture,  as  this  expedition  would  not  have  been  under- 
taken at  this  time,  had  it  not  been  for  the  assurance  he  had  given 
of  assisting  the  American  army  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.1 


August  29. — Yesterday,  the  fleet  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  commanded  by  Admiral  Count  D'Estaing,  arrived 


'  Pennsylvania  Packet. 

1  New  York  Gazette,  September  21. 
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safe  in  ^antasket  Road,  and  this  morning  three  of  his  frigates 
anchored  off  Boston.   The  fleet  has  received  considerable  dam- 

D"E»uing  >t  a£e  111  *ue  ^a*e  Bt°rm  >  *ne  count's  ship  (the  Lan- 
ugo, gnedoc,  of  ninety  guns)  is  particularly  much  dam- 
aged, her  masts  and  bowsprits  being  carried  away,  and  her 
rudder  injured.  In  this  condition  she  was  attacked  by  a  Brit- 
ish ship  of  fifty  guns,  when,  to  her  mortification,  she  could 
bring  but  five  or  six  of  her  guns  to  bear  upon  the  enemy. 
After  firing  four  hours  upon  the  Languedoc,  the  British  man- 
of-war  left  her,  having  made  very  little  addition  to  the  damage 
she  sustained  in  the  storm,  and  killed  only  one  man  and  wound- 
ed two  or  three.  The  damaged  ships  are  repairing  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  and  in  all  probability  will  soon  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  give  the  dastardly  Britons  a  drubbing,  should  they 
have  the  effrontery  to  attempt  to  stand  before  them. 

This  afternoon  the  Count  D'Estaing,  with  his  suite,  came  up 
to  Boston  in  his  barge.  He  was  saluted  on  his  landing  by  the 
cannon  of  the  American  fortresses  and  ships  in  the  harbor,  and 
all  respects  were  paid  him  that  time  and  circumstances  would 
allow.  The  count  and  his  officers,  General  Heath,  the  Mar- 
quis do  la  Fayette,  the  principal  officers  of  the  American  ma- 
rine, and  other  gentlemen,  dined  with  General  Hancock.1 

Since  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet  from  Rhode  Island, 
the  operations  of  the  Americans  against  the  enemy's  strong- 
Action  on     holds  m  tnat  garter         been  carried  on  with 
Bhodo  w»nd.  vigor ;  and  last  night  it  was  unanimously  de- 

termined by  the  general  officers  in  council  to  change  the  posi- 
tion of  the  army  from  the  advanced  batteries  before  the  ene- 
my's lines,  and  to  take  post  on  Butt's  Hill,  at  the  north  end  of 
the  island,  till  the  return  of  the  fleet.  This  was  effected  before 
two  o'clock  this  morning,  with  the  greatest  order,  the  picket, 
commanded  by  Colonel  "Wigglesworth,  remaining  on  Quaker 
Hill,  a  mile  in  front  of  the  main  body,  and  Livingston's  and 
Lauren's  corps  advanced  on  the  cast  and  west  roads,  a  mile  be- 
yond the  picket.    At  seven  o'clock,  the  advanced  corps  were 

1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  September  8. 
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attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  after  returning  the  fire  "briskly,  re- 
tired skirmishing  to  the  picket  on  Quaker  Hill.  Here  the 
whole  made  a  stand,  and  were  reinforced  on  the  left  by  a  regi- 
ment from  Glover's  brigade,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sprout,  and  on  the  right  by  a  regiment  from  Varnum's  bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston.  The  ac- 
tion now  became  severe ;  the  Americans  were  well  posted,  and 
twice  repulsed  the  enemy  on  their  left,  but  they  being  strongly 
reinforced,  and  a  general  action  not  intended  on  this  ground, 
the  advanced  corps  were  ordered  to  retire,  which  they  did  with 
the  greatest  order  and  regularity,  having  five  killed  and  sixteen 
wounded  on  the  left,  and  bringing  off  a  lieutenant  of  grena- 
diers and  seven  privates  prisoners.  The  enemy,  about  nine  in 
the  morning,  began  a  cannonade,  which  was  returned  with 
great  spirit,  and  skirmishing  continued  between  the  advanced 
parties  until  near  ten,  when  their  two  ships  of  war  and  some 
small  armed  vessels,  having  got  up  the  river  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  Americans,  the  enemy  bent  most  of  their  force  that  way, 
and  endeavored  to  turn  their  right  under  cover  of  their  ships. 
They  were  twice  driven  back  in  much  confusion,  when  a  third 
effort  was  made  with  greater  numbers.  General  Sullivan  now 
ordered  the  right  to  be  reinforced,  and  a  sharp  conflict  of  near 
an  hour  succeeded,  in  which  the  artillery  of  both  armies  played 
briskly  from  the  hills.  The  enemy  were  at  length  routed,  and 
fled  in  great  confusion  to  a  hill  where  they  had  cannon  and 
works  to  cover  them,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  on  the 
field.  We  took  about  sixty  prisoners.  The  action  must  have 
ended  in  the  ruin  of  the  British  army,  had  not  the  redoubts  on 
the  hill  covered  them  from  a  close  pursuit.  Immediately  after 
the  repulse  of  the  enemy  on  the  right,  they  appeared  advanc- 
ing on  the  left,  in  consequence  of  which,  Glover's  brigade  and 
General  Tyler's  militia,  supported  by  Titcomb's  brigade,  were 
ordered  to  advance  and  form  in  a  cross  road  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  enemy.  They  accordingly  took  post,  and  a  cannonade, 
with  skirmishing,  ensued,  and  continued  till  dark.  It  was  not 
judged  advisable  to  attack  them  in  their  works,  as  the  Ameri- 
cans, inferior  in  number  to  the  enemy,  were  much  fatigued, 
and  had  been  without  provision  or  refreshment  of  any  kind  for 
thirty-six  hours. 
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Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
in  general  for  their  exemplary  bravery.  The  whole  of  the 
troops  that  were  engaged  received  the  thanks  of  the  general  in 
orders.  The  Americans  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  are  two 
hundred  and  eleven ;  about  sixty  supposed  to  be  killed.  The 
enemy's  loss  is  computed  at  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded, 
of  which  number  forty  or  fifty  of  the  latter  fell  into  our  hands, 
.  and  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  were  left  dead  on  the  field. 
Mr.  Walker,  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  who  acted  as  brigade 
major,  is  among  our  slain.  Major  Sherburne,  of  the  same  State, 
unfortunately  lost  his  leg  by  a  cannon  ball.  Young  Mr.  Hen- 
ley, of  Boston,  is  wounded  in  his  wrist  and  through  the  body. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Livingston  received  two  contusions 
on  his  breast,  from  balls  whose  force  was  too  far  spent  to  pene- 
trate his  body,  and  had  his  horse  killed  under  him  by  a  cannon 
shot.  There  are  three  or  four  more  officers  of  Colonel  Jackson's 
regiment  slightly  wounded.  The  whole  of  his  corps  distin- 
guished themselves.1 

'  New  York  Journal,  September  14.  A  ministerial  paper,  printed  in  Newport, 
of  the  3d  of  September,  gives  the  following  account  of  this  actioa :  Last  Satur- 
day morning  it  being  discovered  that  the  rebels  had  dismantled  their  redoubts  op- 
posite to  our  lines,  Sir  Robert  Pigot  gave  orders  for  the  grenadiers  and  light  in- 
fantry, with  the  Hessian  chasseurs,  to  advance,  which  they  did  with  their  usual 
alacrity,  being  supported  by  the  S2d,  43d,  Brown's  and  Fanning's  regiment*,  with 
the  regiment  De  Huyne  and  two  regiments  of  Anspach.  It  was  discovered  as 
they  advanced  that  the  rebels  had  been  for  several  days  removing  their  stores  and 
heavy  cannon  to  the  north  end  of  the  island.  The  troops  met  with  little  opposi- 
tion till  they  had  advanced  some  miles,  when  they  were  fired  upon  from  behind 
stone  walls  by  large  parties  of  the  rebels  posted  to  annoy  them.  But  these  ob- 
stacles were  soon  removed  by  the  ardor  of  the  troops,  who  rushed  on  with  such 
impetuosity,  that  the  rebels  were  soon  obliged  to  betake  themselves  to  their  last 
post,  which  was  upon  Windmill  Hill,  so  strongly  fortified  and  so  commanding  a 
spot,  that  Brigadier-General  Smith  thought  it  most  prudent  to  check  the  progress 
of  the  troops,  (who  had  been  already  fatigued  by  so  long  a  march,)  and  to  take 
post  on  Quaker  Hill.  The  troops  remained  in  this  situation  all  the  next  day,  iu 
hopes  the  rebels  would  feel  bold  enough  to  renew  the  attack,  which  they,  how- 
ever, declined,  and  took  themselves  ofT  on  Sunday  night,  leaving  their  barracks 
in  good  order. 

The  loss  of  the  rebels  on  this  occasion  is  supposed  to  be  between  three  and 
four  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

Thus  ended  the  third  expedition  to  Rhode  Island,  so  greatly  to  the  honor  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


EXPEDITION  TO  K 11  ODE  ISLAND. 


617 


August  30. — Tms  morning  tlie  American  army  pitched 
their  tents  on  the  front  of  Butt's  Hill,  on  Rhode  Island,  when 
a  heavy  cannonade  commenced,  and  has  continued  Amcrf«M^ 
through  the  whole  day.  At  seven  this  evening  a  "  i»und. 
picket  was  posted  in  advance  of  the  first  line,  and  a  chain  of 
sentinels  formed  from  the  east  to  the  west  river.  In  conse- 
quence of  authentic  intelligence  received,  that  Lord  Howe, 
with  his  fleet,  had  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook,  and  that  from  the 
be6t  information  one  hundred  and  fifty  sail  of  transports  were 
in  the  Western  Sound,  with  five  thousand  troops,  bound  to 
Newport,  a  council  was  called,  who  were  unanimously  of  opin- 
ion, (considering  the  situation  of  the  army,  the  absence  of  the 
fleet,  and  the  momentary  expectation  of  the  enemy's  receiving 
a  strong  reinforcement  of  troops,  with  a  number  of  ships,)  that 
the  island  should  be  evacuated,  which  has  been  completed  in 
perfect  order  and  safety,  not  leaving  behind  the  smallest  article 
of  provision,  camp  equipage,  or  military  stores.1 

EXPEDFT/ON  TO  RHODE  ISLAND. 

From  Lewis,  Monsieur  Gerard  came 

To  Congress  in  this  town,  sir, 
They  bow'd  to  him,  and  he  to  them, 

And  then  they  all  sat  down,  sir. 

Begar,  said  Monsieur,  one  grand  coup, 

You  shall  bientot  behold,  sir; 
This  wast  bclicv'd  as  gospel  true, 

And  Jonathan  felt  bold,  sir. 

So  Yankee  Doodle  did  forget 

The  sound  of  British  drum,  sir, 
How  oft  it  „dde  him  quake  and  sweat, 

In  spite  of  Yankee  rum,  sir. 

Mr.  Sullivan,  that  there  is  no  doubt  he  will  be  enrolled  among  the  heroes  of  New 
England. 

Such  was  the  bravery  of  the  troops  engagod,  British,  Hessians,  and  Anspach, 
that  they  appeared  to  Tie  with  each  other  in  their  exertions  against  the  enemy.— 
Hiving  ton*  Royal  Gaarite,  September  16. 

'  This  evacuation  was  completed  the  same  evening,  and  the  next  morning  at 
seven  o'clock  the  British  fleet  appeared  off  Point  Judith.— Xev>  llampth ire  Gazette, 
September  15. 
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He  took  his  wallet  on  his  back, 

His  rifle  on  his  shoulder, 
And  veow'd  Rhode  Island  to  attack, 

Before  he  was  much  older. 

In  dread  array  their  tatter'd  crew, 

Adranc'd  with  colors  spread,  sir, 
Their  fifes  played  Yankee  doodle,  doo, 

King  Hancock  at  their  head,  sir. 

What  numbers  bravely  c/oss'd  the  seas, 

I  cannot  well  determine, 
A  swarm  of  rebels  and  of  fleas, 

And  every  other  vermin. 

Their  mighty  hearts  might  shrink  they  tho't, 

For  all  flesh  only  gra.«s  is, 
A  plenteous  store  they  therefore  brought, 

Of  whiskey  and  molasses. 

They  swore  they'd  make  bold  Pigot  squeak,1 

So  did  their  good  ally,  sir, 
And  take  him  pris'ner  in  a  week, 

But  that  was  all  my  eye,  sir. 

As  Jonathan  so  much  desir'd 

To  shine  in  martial  story, 
D'Estaing  with  poHtessc  rctir'd, 

To  leave  him  all  the  glory. 

He  left  him  what  was  better  yet 

At  least  it  was  more  use,  sir, 
He  left  him  for  a  quick  retreat, 

A  very  good  excuse,  air. 

To  stay,  unless  he  rul'd  the  sea, 
He  thought  would  not  be  right,  sir, 

And  Continental  troops,  said  he, 
On  islands  should  not  fight,  sir. 

Another  cause  with  these  combined, 

To  throw  him  in  the  dumps,  sir, 
For  Clinton's  name  alarmed  his  mind, 

And  made  him  stir  his  stumps,  sir.1 

1  Sir  Robert  Pigot  commanded  the  British  forces  on  Rhode  Island. 
■  Rivington's  Gazette,  October  8. 
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September  1.— Tire  monsieurs  and  the  rebels  are  likely  to 
come  to  blows  on  account  of  the  late  movements  in  Rhode 
Island.  When  the  Yankees  heard  of  the  intended  D-E(,tMnjf  and 
co-operation  of  the  French  fleet  with  Sullivan,  buihvm. 
they  all  rushed  down  to  Rhode  Island,  with  King  Hancock, 
that  insufferable  piece  of  bravery,  at  their  head.  It  was  given 
out  that  D'Estaing  would  make  his  preparations  to  swallow 
the  British  on  Sundav,  and  that  he  would  swallow  them  on  the 
following  day.  (A  precedent  for  6uch  a  destruction  was  found 
by  every  Presbyterian  parson  on  a  previous  Lord's  day,  and 
all  their  flocks  veowed  it  would  be  jest  so.)  But  it  so  happened 
the  gallant  Howe  called  the  Frenchman  out  to  battle,  and  he 
left  his  "  faithful  allies,"  (with  nothing  but  faith  to  help  them,) 
to  return  as  soon  as  he  had  drubbed  the  British  fleet. 

He  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  dismantled  and  dismayed, 
having  in  his  excursion  not  only  had  the  British  fleet  against 
him,  but  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  and  soon  after,  against  the  "  ur- 
gent solicitations  of  the  rebel  commander  (Mr.  Sullivan)  and 
his  officers,  he  again  set  sail  for  Boston,  to  refit  his  scows,  and 
recover  his  equanimity.  This  last  act  is  the  cause  of  the  pres- 
ent difficulties.  The  rebels  say  the  fleet  did  not  need  repairs, 
and  the  monsieurs  say,  "  Be  gar  we  will  feet."  But  this  is  not 
all :  the  renowned  (La)  Fayette  has  challenged  Mr.  Sullivan  for 
something  he  said  in  general  orders,  and  we  are  hourly  expect- 
ing to  hear  of  death  among  the  rebels.' 

1  Letter  of  Joshua  Longstreet,  September  8.  Rivington,  tinder  the  head  of 
Intelligence  Extraordinary,  says  : — "  Oar  correspondent  at  Boston  informs  us  that 
the  renowned  Don  Qui x otto,  Drawcansiro  de  Fayetto,  being  highly  offended  at 
General  Sullivan's  refusing  his  challenge,  rode  post,  in  six  hours,  to  Congress,  in 
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September  16. — Early  this  morning,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Simcoc,  with  the  Queen's  Rangers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Emmc- 
BriUsh  Excursion  rick,  with  the  chasseurs,  and  a  detachment  of  the 
New  York.  '  second  battalion  of  General  De  Laneey's  brigade, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  dragoons  of  the  legion, 
and  one  troop  of  Colonel  Emmeriek's,  and  the  Hessian  Jagers, 
moved  from  their  respective  encampments  near  King's  Bridge. 
Lieutenant-Colonels  Simcoe  and  Emmerick  marched  undis- 
covered between  two  rebel  pickets,  and  got  one  mile  and  a 
half  in  the  rear  of  a  body  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  select  Vir- 
ginia riflemen,  strongly  posted  in  front  on  Babcock's  Heights, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Gist.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarle- 
ton marched  to  Colonel  Philip's  farm.  About  six  in  the 
morning,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Emmerick,  with  the  detachment 
of  De  Laneey's,  attacked  the  rebels,  and  though  discovered 
when  going  to  attack,  killed  three  on  the  spot,  wounded  sev- 

order  to  fight  every  individual  of  that  august  assembly.  .  A  challenge  was  accord- 
ingly delivered  to  each  member,  but  as  none  of  these  gentlemen  had  ever  worn  a 
sword,  and  as  those  who  receive  a  challenge  have  the  right  to  choose  their  weapon, 
there  were  warm  debates  and  great  diversity  of  opinions  concerning  the  instru- 
ment of  death  moat  proper  to  be  used  ;  some  declared  for  needles,  some  for  bod- 
kins, some  for  ploughshares,  some  for  gray  goose  quills,  and  some  for  clyster 
pipes;  after  many  solemn  debates,  it  was  at  length  resolved  to  submit  the  weapon 
to  the  determination  of  the  French  ambassador.  Three  members  of  Congress 
were  immediately  deputed  to  wait  on  Monsieur  Gerard ;  they  approached  his  Ex- 
cellency with  three  times  three  bows,  to  which  his  Excellency  returned  twelve  ; 
the  deputies  determined  not  to  be  outdone  by  French  politeness,  bowed  thirteen 
times,  the  exact  number  of  the  Uuited  States,  and  then  proceeded  to  business. 
Monsieur  Gerard  requested  a  moment  for  consideration ;  the  Marquis  meanwhile 
amused  himself  before  the  glass,  taking  snufT,  and  now  and  then  cutting  a  little 
caper;  the  deputies  in  silent  expectation  continued  standing,  for  the  representative 
of  the  Grand  Monarque  thought  it  was  inconsistent  with  his  dignity  to  oflcr  them 
chairs.  Monsieur  Gerard  at  last  broke  silence  by  declaring  that  as  the  persona 
challenged  had  an  undoubted  right  by  the  laws  of  chivalry  to  choose  their  weapon, 
the  Marquis  must  fight  the  Yankees  in  their  own  way. 

"  Our  young  hero,  violently  offended  with  such  indignity,  and  resolutely 
determined  to  support  the  honor  of  his  king  by  some  signal  exploit,  set  out 
instantly  for  Boston,  and  on  the  road,  in  imitation  of  the  Spanish  knight,  res- 
olutely encountered  a  flock  of  sheep  and  a  windmill.  What  limbs  were  lost  in  this 
engagement,  our  correspondent  docs  not  mention,  but  the  young  Quixote  sweara, 
par  bleu,  that  Franklin,  the  Congress,  their  Generals,  4c,  are  all  a  pack  of  jcavn. 
f  res."— Rivington't  Royal  Gazette,  October  21. 
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eral,  and  took  thirty-five  prisoners,  among  which  are  three  offi- 
cers. The  rebels  were  so  briskly  charged,  that  many  of  them 
forgot  their  arms,  &c,  and  fled  with  the  utmost  precipitation ; 
their  colonel  in  particular,  scampering  off  without  his  breeches 
or  boots,  and  'tis  thought  he  was  wounded  in  his  flight.  At 
the  same  time,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  dragoons, 
charged  a  body  of  rebels  posted  on  Valentine's  Hill,  but  as  the 
enemy  were  near  a  very  thick  wood,  they  took  shelter  where 
the  horse  could  not  possibly  act,  which  prevented  their  sus- 
taining any  other  loss  than  the  capture  of  a  few  of  their  num- 
ber. The  only  loss  sustained  by  his  Majesty's  troops  in  both 
attacks,  was  one  horse  of  Emmerick's  killed.1 

By  accounts  from  Fort  Clinton,  on  Hudson  River,  we  learn 
that  the  magistracy  of  the  State  of  New  York  send  their  dis- 
affected inhabitants  into  that  place,  from  whence 

.  William  Smith. 

they  are  transmitted  in  vessels,  under  a  flag  of  truce, 
to  New  York  city.  These  persons  are  discriminated  by  their 
refusal  to  make  attestations  of  their  allegiance  to  the  State,  and 
to  renounce  the  tyrant  of  Britain.  It  appears  that  the  highest 
characters  are  not  winked  at.  The  Honorable  William  Smith, 
Esq.,  formerly  of  the  royal  council  under  the  former  govern- 
ment, and  author  of  the  History  of  New  York,  &c,  forced  out 
of  his  inglorious  neutrality,  has  been  lately  brought  to  the  test, 
and  refusing  the  oath,  was  about  four  or  five  weeks  since  de- 
livered to  the  enemy  through  this  channel.  His  Majesty  of 
Britain  will  be  difficulted  to  provide  for  his  faithful  adherents, 
and  may  think  in  earnest  of  selling  Hanover  and  his  other  Ger- 
man dominions  to  raise  a  fund  equal  to  their  .expectations. 
"Where,  then,  will  such  as  Mr.  Smith,  who  are  justly  despised 
both  by  royalists  and  Americans,  find  shelter  and  relief?' 

September  28. — "Wedxesdat  last,  departed  this  life  at  Flat- 
bush,  on  Long  Island,  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age,  the  Honor- 
able Daniel  Horsmanden,  Esq.,  President  of  his  Majesty's 
Council,  and  Chief  Justice  of  New  York.    His  remains  were 


1  Gaine'a  Mercury,  September  21.       1  Penn»jhrcmla  Packet,  September  17. 
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decently  interred  in  Trinity  church-yard  the  Friday  following. 
He  was  a  native  of  Great  Britain,  but  has  resided  in  America 
above  fifty  years.1 

The  British  commander  at  New  York  having  information 
that  seven  hundred  rebel  militia  were  cantoned  in  the  neigh- 
skirmish  nemr  horhood  of  Hackensack,  New  Jersey,  a  little  after 

TaPp*n.  eleven  o'clock  last  night,  ordered  the  troops  to 
march.  The  second  battalion  of  light  infantry  led  the  column, 
supported  by  the  2d  regiment  of  grenadiers,  with  the  33d 
and  64th  regiments,  these  commanded  by  Major-Gencral  Gray. 
Between  one  and  two  this  morning  they  arrived  at  the  rebel 
cantonments;  Major  Straubenzee  had  been  detached  with  six 
companies  of  the  same  battalion  of  light  infantry ;  the  other  six 
under  the  Honorable  Major  Maitland,  kept  the  road,  by  which 
manoeuvres  the  enemy's  patrol,  consisting  of  a  sergeant  and 
about  a  dozen  men,  was  entirely  cut  off.  Major  Straubenzee 
moved  on  with  the  71st  light  company,  and  in  a  small  village 
surprised  a  party  of  Virginia  cavalry,  styled  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton's Guards,  consisting  of  more  than  one  hundred,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baylor,  who,  with  Major  McLcod  and 
two  other  officers,  upon  forcing  the  door  of  a  house,  attempted 
to  get  up  a  large  Dutch  chimney ;  the  two  former  were  mor- 
tally wounded,  the  third  killed,  and  the  fourth  made  prisoner- 
Upon  entering  the  house,  one  of  the  rebel  officers,  demanding 
the  name  of  the  corps  which  had  attacked  them,  was  answered, 
"The  British  light  infantry,"  on  which  he  exclaimed,  "Then 
we  shall  all  be  cut  off." 

From  hene^e  a  part  of  Sir  James  Baird's  company  was  de- 
tached to  a  barn  where  sixteen  privates  were  lodged,  who,  dis- 
charging ten  or  twelve  pistols,  and  striking  at  the  troops  sans 
effet  with  their  broadswords,  nine  of  them  were  instantly 
bayoneted,  and  seven  received  quarter.  Major  Maitland's 
force  coming  up  at  that  time,  attaeked  the  remainder  of  the 
rebel  detachment,  lodged  in  several  other  barns,  with  such 
alertness  as  prevented  all  but  three  privates  from  making  their 

1  New  York  Gazette,  September  28. 
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escape.  The  troops  lay  on  their  arms  till  daybreak,  when 
moving  forward,  the  light  infantry  fell  in  with  a  volunteer 
company  of  militia  in  a  very  thick  wood  and  swamp ;  these 
gave  one  fire,  which  the  40th  company,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Montgomery,  returned  and  drove  them  off,  leaving  six 
dead,  but  afterwards  scampering  across  a  road  in  front  of  a 
company  of  our  grenadiers,  three  more  were  killed  by  them. 
The  light  infantry  in  pursuing  them  up  to  Tappan,  where  they 
were  entirely  dispersed,  took  five  prisoners,  all  of  them  wound- 
ed. The  whole  loss  of  the  British,  on  this  occasion,  was  one 
private  of  second  battalion  light  infantry  killed.1 

Among  the  rebel  prisoners  lately  taken  in  New  Jersey,  and 
brought  to  New  York,  is  a  Major  Van  Buren,  from  Albany,  who 
is  well  known  by  many  respectable  refugees  in  the 
city  for  his  activity  in  apprehending  and  impris-  M^°r  Van  BurelL 
oning  the  loyalists.  lie  was  master  of  the  ceremony  at  the  dec- 
laration of  independence  in  Albany ;  at  the  close  of  that  day, 
he  conducted,  with  great  pomp,  the  burning  of  the  king's  arms, 
formerly  deposited  as  an  ornament  in  the  Court  Hall,  and  ex- 
pressed monstrous  indignity  on  that  occasion,  against  the  king 
and  his  friends ;  in  short,  he  has  been  instrumental  to  many 
acts  of  tyranny  and  oppression  to  the  king's  friends.  As  a  re- 
ward for  his  meritorious  deeds,  to  encourage  the  spirit  of  re- 
bellion, and  to  discourage  that  of  loyalty,  and  on  the  principle 
to  return  good  for  evil,  perhaps  some  pretended  friend  to  gov- 
ernment may  intercede  for  his  release.* 

4 

October  3. — The  contemptible  figure  which  the  British 
king'  and  ministry  have  cut  in  the  present  war  cannot  be  bet- 
ter shown  than  in  the  valedictory  manifesto  and  ^  „  T|.  _ 

proclamation  which  has  been  published  to-day  at  •«'v»i«dictory. 
New  York,  by  Carlisle,  Clinton,  and  Eden.   Those  gentlemen 
seem  to  consider  their  master's  commission  as  a  sort  of  a  pass 
to  go  a  begging  with ;  for  if  any  thing  can  justly  be  called 
begging,  this  last  performance  of  theirs  deserves  that  name. 


1  Rirington'a  Royal  Gazette,  October  8.      ■  New  York  Gazette,  October  5. 


624 


DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


It  is  in  the  true  stylo  of  "  God  bless  your  honors,  bestow  your 
charity  for  the  Lord's  sake."  Poor  devils !  why  don't  they  get 
home  and  mind  their  hardware  and  broadcloth,  and  not  pester 
us  with  scribbling  letters  and  petitionary  proclamations. 

But  these  gentlemen  have  another  business  in  hand  besides 
begging,  and  that  is  lying.  Last  winter  their  newspapers  were 
stuffed  with  every  falsehood  they  could  invent  respecting  the 
friendly  and  pacific  disposition  of  France  towards  Britain ;  and 
we  were  told  a  thousand  times  over  by  the  ministry  and  Gen- 
eral Howe  that  France  would  give  us  no  assistance.  But  as  the 
lie  of  that  day  is  over,  and  France  has  actually  joined  us,  those 
same  mean  and  pitiful  mortals  have  changed  their  note,  and 
are  now  as  busy  in  abusing  France  as  they  before  were  in  cry- 
ing her  up  and  abusing  us.  But  the  poor  devils  will  abnse 
anybody  now  their  hand  is  in,  and  it  is  hoped  the  good  people 
of  France  and  America  will  consider  them  as  men  out  of  their 
senses,  and  treat  them  accordingly.* 

The  conduct  of  the  British  commissioners  since  their  ar- 
rival on  this  continent,  has  been  such  as  deserves  the  highest 
Tb«  encomiums  from  every  friend  of  truth,  virtue,  and 
th«mA^toi  humanity,  and  the  contrast  that  appears  in  their 
conduct  compared  with  the  illiberal,  indecent,  and  absurd  re- 
solves and  acts  of  Congress,  must  convince  even  the  rebels  that 
their  rulers  are  a  set  of  men  as  destitnte  of  humanity  and  truth 
as  they  are  of  dignity  of  character;  and  that  the  low  sphere  of 
life  they  formerly  moved  in,  is  that  only  in  which  they  could 
be  of  use  to  society.  The  generous  terms  offered  to  the  re- 
volted colonics  upon  the  arrival  of  the  British  commissioners 
at  Philadelphia,  are  such,  they  observe,  ad  need  only  be 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  October  15.  The  appeals  of  tbo  commissioners  prov- 
ing ineffectual,  they  changed  their  conduct  and  denounced  hostility  and  destruc- 
tion, in  their  most  terrific  forms,  to  those  who  had  rejected  conciliation  and 
friendship.  In  the  proclamation  of  October  3d,  they  warned  the  people  of  the 
total  and  material  change  whieh  was-  to  take  place  in  the  future  conduct  of  hos- 
tilities, should  they  still  persevere  in  their  obstinacy  ;  and  moro  especially  as  that 
was  said  to  be  founded  upon  the  pretended  alliance  with  France.  The  Americans) 
were  virtually  threatened  with  all  the  extremes  of  war,  and  to  have  their  country 
desolated^—  Oorddn,  il  Jr98. 
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known  to  be  approved  of,  and  the  magnanimous  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  could  never  be  placed  in  a  clearer  point  of  view. 
The  Congress  surely  cannot  be  serious  when  they  imagine  that 
a  union  with  Great  Britain  on  such  terms  could  not  be  advan- 
tageous to  them  ;  for  were  they  in  full  possession  of  independ- 
ence, and  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  the  protection  and  as- 
sistance of  Great  Britain  would  be  of  more  consequence  to 
America  than  any  mercenary  alliance  with  a  foreign  court. 

The  Congress,  in  their  last  manifesto,  with  all  the  impu- 
dence peculiar  to  men  raised  to  stations  above  what  they  cither 
deserved  or  could  expect,  have  endeavored  to  asperse  the  char- 
acter of  the  British  army  with  charges  equally  illiberal  and 
false.    Had  the  British  troops  proceeded  in  the  manner  they 
describe,  and  carried  fire  and  sword  before  them,  it  is  prob- 
able that  Congress  would  not  at  this  time  dictate  to  the  conti- 
nent of  America;  and  perhaps  the  subjugated  colonies  would 
have  considered  the  proceeding  as  just  and  useful ;  jnst  in  as 
far  as  it  was  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  rebellion,  and  useful  in 
diminishing  a  contest  that  now  subsists.    The  offers  of  his  Maj- 
esty's commissioners  were  generous  without. lessening  the  dig- 
nity of  the  kingdom  they  represented,  condescending  without 
servility,  and  were  mutually  advantageous  to  both  parties.  It 
was  not  the  prowess  of  the  Americans,  their  French  alliance, 
nor  their  resources,  that  extorted  such  offers  from  the  mother 
country.    "No  doubt  the  interest  of  the  nation  coincided  with 
the  magnanimity  of  Britons  in  holding  forth  such  terms.  But 
from  a  kingdom  arrived  at  that  pitch  of  glory,  riches,  and 
strength,  and  whose  resources  are  so  inexhaustible,  it  would 
be  absurd  to  suppose  it  proceeded  from  any  motive  of  fear  or 
distrust.   ^Notwithstanding  that  luxury  is  the  natural  concomi- 
tant of  wealth  and  riches,  the  troops  of  Britain  are  not  ener- 
vated ;  her  soldiers  and  seamen  as  gallant  and  numerous  as 
a  nation  that  spreads  her  canvas  on  ten  thousand  ships,  and 
covers  the  ocean  with  fleets  fraught  with  her  riches,  can  scarce 
be  supposed  to  cringe  to  a  Pandemonium  that  would  bow 
their  heads  to  the  representatives  of  a  Machiavelian  court. 
The  commissioners  of  Great  Britain  have  now  left  the  sword 

to  determine  the  fate  of  America,  and  there  is  little  room  to 
40 


Digitized  by  Google 


626  DIABY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION.  [1778. 


doubt  which  side  will  be  successful.  It  cannot  be  supposed 
that  the  war  will  be  conducted  on  the  mild  principles  that 
have  already  influenced  the  conduct  of  the  English.  The  Con- 
gress alone  must  be  accountable  for  the  event.  The  colonies 
are  British,  and  her  troops  must  keep  or  conquer  them.  If 
fire  and  sword  is  to  be  the  ultimate  means  used  to  recover  our 
colonies,  when  the  milder  medium  of  reconciliation  has  been  re- 
jected, it  will  at  last  convince  the  Americans  that  what  they  call 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  are  in  some  cases  detrimental  to 
their  political  rights ;  and,  in  a  civilized  state,  often  diametrical- 
ly opposite.  This  continent  does  not  belong  to  the  Americans ; 
it  is  a  part  of  the  British  empire,  and  cannot  be  separated 
without  the  violation  of  the  most  just  and  dear  ties  of  society.1 

Octobeb  17. — The  British,  at  New  York,  have  embarked 
ten  full  regiments,  and  the  vessels  have  fell  down  witli  them 
MotioM  of  the  to  tne  Hook.    We  have  information  by  deserters 
British  Army.  *jjjg  <jay  enemv  have  evacuated  Paulus 

Hook  and  Iloobuck ;  if  so,  they  have  no  fort  left  in  Jersey. 
They  were  also  evacuating  Fort  Washington  and  Fort  Inde- 
pendence ;  their  other  works  without  King's  Bridge  they  had 
abandoned  some  days  ago.  AVe  observed  them  moving  off 
from  their  encampment  nearest  us  on  Staten  Island  this  morn- 
ing, whether  with  intent  to  leave  the  island,  or  settle  down 
on  some  other  part  of  it,  is  yet  uncertain.1 

• 

The  theatre  being  open  last  evening,  the  Marquis  dc  La 
Fayette  being  in  company  with  his  Excellency  the  President 
Anecdote  of  °f  Congress,  asked  him  to  accompany  him  to  the 
l»  Fayette  piav  f^e  President  politely  excusing  himself, 
the  marquis  pressed  him  to  go.  The  President  then  informed 
the  marquis  that  Congress  having  that  day  passed  a  resolution, 
recommending  to  the  several  States  to  enact  laws  for  the  sup- 
pression of  theatrical  amusements,  he  could  not  possibly  do 
himself  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  him  to  the  play.    "Ah ! " 


•  "  Fhikrethcs,"  Id  Rivington'a  Royal  Gazette,  December  9. 

•  New  Jersey  Gazette,  October  21. 
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replied  the  marquis,  "  have  Congress  passed  such  a  resolution  ? 
then  I  will  not  go  to  the  play." 1 

October  26. — Tnis  day,  at  Boston,  a  large  company  of 
gentlemen  and  ladies  dined  on  board  the  Languedoc,  at  the 
invitation  of  the  Count  D'Estaing.  The  entertain- 
ment  was  highly  elegant.  A  pieture  of  General  «"-*»"'■ 
"Washington,  at  full  length,  lately  presented  to  the  count  by 
General  Hancock,  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  upper  side 
of  the  room,  the  frame  of  which  was  covered  with  laurels.1 

October  27.— By  letters  from  Philadelphia,  we  learn  that 
on  the  receipt  of  the  last  manifesto  from  the  English  commis- 
sioners, one  of  the  Congress  had  the  resolution  to  make  the 
following  short  speech : 

"  I  have  listened  to  this  manifesto  with  great  attention,  and 
I  am  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  that  it  breathes  a  spirit  of 
candor  and  resolution  by  which  I  am  considerably  RMngWs 
influenced.  No  man  in  this  august  assembly  will  ExtLriwy. 
dare  to  express  a  doubt  of  my  sincere  attachment  to  the  true 
interest  of  my  country.  I  am  convinced  that  the  interest  of 
America  is  inseparable  from  that  of  Britain,  and  that  our 
alliance  with  France  is  unnatural,  unprofitable,  absurd.  I 
therefore  move,  that  this  phantom  of  independence  may  be 
given  up."  lie  had  scarcely  uttered  the  words  before  the 
President  sent  a  message  to  fetch  the  Polish  count,  Pulaski, 
who  happened  to  be  exercising  part  of  his  legion  in  the  court- 
yard below.  The  count  flew  to  the  chamber  where  the  Con- 
gress sat,  and  with  his  sabre,  in  an  instant  severed  from  his 
body  the  head  of  this  honest  delegate.    The  head  was  ordered 

1  New  York  Journal,  November  2.  On  the  16th  of  October,  the  Congress 
passed  the  following  resolve : — Whereas  frequenting  play-houses  and  theatrical 
entertainments  has  a  fatal  tendency  to  divert  the  minds  of  the  people  from  a 
due  attention  to  the  means  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  country  and  pres- 
ervation of  their  liberties. 

Resolved,—  That  any  person  holding  an  office  under  the  United  States,  who 
shall  act,  promote,  encourage  or  attend  such  play,  shall  be  deemed  unworthy  to 
hold  such  office,  and  shall  be  accordingly  dismissed. — Journals  of  Congress. 

•  New  York  Journal,  November  16. 
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by  the  Congress  to  be  fixed  on  the  top  of  the  liberty  pole  of 
Philadelphia,  as  a  perpetual  monument  of  the  freedom  of 
debate  in  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America.1 

October  29. — Tms  evening  a  superb  ball  was  given  at  the 
Concert  Hall,  in  Boston,  by  General  Hancock,  at  which  were 
present,  his  Excellency  Count  D'Estaincr,  and  a 

Hancock's  Ball.    1  7     .  ,    J*  _      &  _  _ 

number  of  officers  belonging  to  the  French  fleet. 
There  were  upwards  of  a  hundred  of  the  principal  ladies  of  the 
town  present,  who,  being  richly  and  elegantly  dressed,  added  a 
most  enchanting  brilliancy  to  the  evening,  and,  in  the  eyes  of 
their  countrymen,  at  least,  gave  no  bad  specimen  of  American 
female  grace  and  beauty.' 

November  2. — The  intelligence  to-day,  that  may  be  de- 
pended upon,  is,  that  the  British  have  made  a  very  consider- 
Bamom  from  a^e  embarkation,  supposed  already  to  amount  to 
Kew  York.  ncar  ten  thousand,  on  board  one  hundred  and  fifty 
sail  of  transports,  which,  at  different  times,  have  fallen  down 
from  New  York  to  Sandy  Hook  and  the  watering  place,  and 
were  every  moment  expected  to  saiL  There  are  different 
rumors  as  to  their  destination ;  some  say  to  Boston,  othere  to 
South  Carolina.  But  it  is  generally  believed,  considering  all 
circumstances,  that  the  West  Indies  are  the  object.  The  em- 
barkation still  seems  to  be  going  on,  which  leads  to  a  conclu- 
sion that  a  total  evacuation  of  New  York  will  ensue ;  concern- 
ing this,  however,  opinions  are  much  divided.  There  is  a  re- 
port in  New  York  that  Jamaica  is  taken,  and  it  is  said  that 
rum  and  molasses  have  had  a  very  extraordinary  rise  in  conse- 
quence." 

November  9. — The  family  of  the  Count  D'Estaing  is  very 
ancient,  and  the  only  one  in  France  allowed  to  bear  the  king's 
arms,  with  a  small  distinction  denoting  a  subject.    It  has  en- 

1  Rivington's  Royal  Gazette,  October  28.      ■  New  York  Journal,  Not.  16. 
"  New  York  Journal,  November  9. 
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joyed  this  extraordinary  honor  for  near  eight  hundred  years.  The 
occasion  of  its  being  conferred  was  this :  About  the  year  1000, 
Philip  Augustus,  King  of  France,  was  engaged  in 
a  war  with  the  Flemings.  In  a  bloody  battle,  in 
which  his  own  force  was  much  inferior,  being  only  30,000, 
while  that  of  tho  enemy  was  80,000,  the  king  was  personally 
attacked  by  a  Flemish  officer,  who  was  on  the  point  of  slaying 
him  with  his  lance.  D'Estaing,  an  ancestor  of  the  present 
count,  and  an  officer  of  rank  in  the  king's  army,  perceiving 
the  imminent  hazard  to  which  his  master  was  exposed,  instantly 
rushed  between  the  lance  and  him,  and  receiving  it  in  his  own 
body,  fell  dead  at  the  king's  feet.  Philip  was  so  affected  with 
this  instance  of  generous  bravery,  that  he  ordained  that  the  de- 
scendants of  one  who  had  given  his  life  for  the  preservation  of 
his  own,  should  forever  wear  his  arms. 

A  number  of  Indian  chiefs  and  delegates  from  the  Penob- 
scot  and  Nova  Scotia  tribes  lately  waited  on  the  count  at  Bos- 
ton, and  were  received  on  board  the  Languedoe,  and  treated 
by  him  with  much  civility.   It  was  easy  to  discover  that  these 

W  WW 

savages  had  not  lost  their  former  strong  attachment  and  pre- 
dilection to  the  French.  They  inquired  much  after  the  king 
of  France,  whom  the  Indians  almost  universally  call  their 
father ;  whereas  the  appellation  commonly  given  by  their  sa- 
chems to  the  British  king  has  been  only  that  of  brother. 
Among  other  discourse  with  the  French  admiral,  they  told  him 
they  had  heard  a  new  thing  which  gave  them  pleasure,  that 
their  father,  tho  king  of  France,  had  lately  entered  into  a  treaty 
of  friendship  with  the  States  of  America,  and  had  sent  a  num- 
ber of  his  great  ships  and  best  warriors  to  support  them  against 
the  ships  and  armies  of  the  king  of  Britain ;  but  that  this  re- 
port had  been  often  contradicted  by  the  friends  of  the  latter, 
who  affirmed  that  only  a  few  Bmall  French  vessels  had  come 
to  trade  with  the  people  of  the  United  States,  for  the  sake  of 
the  very  high  price  they  could  now  obtain.  Hint  not  knowing 
what  to  rely  on,  they  had  come  to  see  with  their  own  eyes,  and 
make  report  to  their  brethren  on  their  return.  The  count  gave 
them  some  handsome  presents,  sent  by  them  some  tokens  of 
friendship  to  othere,  and  gratified  them  with  a  particular  view 
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of  the  ships,  &c,  at  which  they  expressed  the  greatest  admira- 
tion, and  went  off  highly  satisfied.1 

[November  11. — This  day,  a  party  of  Tories,  Indians,  and 
regulars,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Butler,  made  a  descent 
on  the  fort  at  Cherry  Valley.  An  officer  who  was  in  the  fort, 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  affair : 

On  Saturday  night,  7th  of  November,  an  express  arrived 
from  Fort  Stanwix,  informing  that  an  Oneida  Indian  had  ac- 
MaMurv  at  4"ainted  them  that  he  sat  in  council  in  the  Seneca 
Cherry  Vuiiey.  countrv  with  the  Six  Nations,  and  other  tribes, 
and  that  they  had  concluded  to  attack  Fort  Alden,  in  Cherry 
Valley.  On  Sunday  morning  a  sergeant  and  twelve  men  were 
sent  on  the  road  bv  Beaver  Dam,  towards  the  cnemv,  to  con- 
tinuc  five  days ;  another  scout,  with  a  non-commissioned  officer, 
and  five  men,  were  sent  on  the  road  to  Springfield,  to  continue 
four  days ;  these  two  roads  being  the  only  avenues  from  the 
enemy's  country  to  this  place,  except  an  old  Indian  path  that 
had  been  neglected  by  us.  At  the  same  time,  we  sent  by  the 
Fame  roads  scouts  in  the  morning,  which  returned  at  night. 
On  "Wednesday,  the  11th,  it  rained  very  hard ;  the  enemy 
came  by  the  above-mentioned  path,  past  by  two  houses,  and 
lodged  themselves  in  a  swamp  a  small  distance  back  of  Mr. 
"Wells'  house,  head-quarters ;  at  half-past  eleven,  a.m.,  Mr. 
ir  amlin  came  by  and  discovered  two  Indians,  who  fired  upon 
him,  and  shot  him  through  the  arm ;  he  rode  to  Mr.  Wells', 
and  acquainted  the  colonel,  the  lieutenant-colonel,  major,  and 
adjutant  being  present ;  the  two  last  (the  house  at  this  time  be- 
ing surrounded  by  Indians)  got  to  the  fort  through  their  fire ; 
the  colonel  was  shot  near  the  fort.  The  cnemv,  ei^ht  hundred 
in  number,  consisting  of  five  hundred  Indians,  commanded  by 
Brant,  fifty  regulars  under  Captain  Colvill,  and  another  captain 
with  some  of  Johnson's  rangers,  and  above  two  hundred  Tories, 
the  whole  under  Colonel  Butler's  command,  immediately  sur- 
rounded the  fort,  excluding  several  officers  who  were  quartered 
out  of  the  garrison,  and  had  gone  to  dinner ;  they  commenced 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  November  25. 
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a  very  heavy  fire  upon  the  fort,  which  held  three  and  a  half 
hours,  and  was  as  briskly  returned ;  they  were  so  near  as  to 
call  to  the  fort  and  bid  the  "  damn'd  rebels "  to  surrender, 
which  was  answered  with  three  cheers,  and  a  discharge  of  can- 
non and  musketry.  At  four  p.m.,  the  enemy  withdrew.  Cap- 
tain Ballard  sallied  out  with  a  party,  which  the  enemy  endeav- 
ored to  cut  off,  but  were  prevented  by  a  reinforcement.  The 
next  day  they  made  it  their  whole  business  to  collect  horses, 
cattle,  and  sheep,  which  they  effected,  and  at  sunset  left  the 
place.  The  enemy  killed,  scalped,  and  most  barbarously  mur- 
dered, thirty-two  inhabitants,  chiefly  women  and  children,  also 
Colonel  Alden,  and  the  following  soldiers  of  his  regiment,  viz. ; 
Robert  Henderson,  Gideon  Day,  Thomas  Sherridan,  Pelletiah 
Adams,  Simeon  Hopkins,  Benjamin  Worcely,  Thomas  Holden, 
Daniel  Dudley,  Thomas  Knowles,  and  Oliver  Deball.  The 
following  officers  were  taken  prisoners,  viz. :  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Stacey,  Lieutenant  Aaron  Holden,  Ensign  Garret,  Sur- 
geons Mate  Francis  Souza  De  Biervc,  and  thirteen  privates ; 
burnt  twenty-four  houses  with  all  the  grain,  &c,  took  above 
sixty  inhabitants  prisoners,  part  of  whom  they  released  on  go- 
ing off.  They  committed  the  most  inhuman  barbarities  on 
most  of  the  dead.  Robert  Henderson's  head  was  cut  off,  his 
skull  bone  was  cut  out  with  the  scalp.  Mr.  Willis'  sister  was 
ripped  up,  a  child  of  Mr.  "Willis',  two  months  old,  scalped,  and 
ami  cut  off ;  the  clergyman's  wife's  leg  and  arm  cnt  off,  and 
many  others  as  cruelly  treated.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  and 
soldiers  shut  out  from  the  fort,  lay  all  night  in  the  rain  with 
the  children,  who  suffered  very  much.  The  cattle  that  were 
not  easy  to  drive,  they  shot.  "We  were  informed  by  the  pris- 
oners they  sent  back,  that  the  lieutenant-colonel,  all  the  officers 
and  continental  soldiers,  were  stripped  and  drove  naked  before 
them. 

The  fort  was  commanded  by  the  brave  Major  "Whiting,  of 
Dedham,  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  two  cannon  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  brave  Captain  nickling,  of  Boston,  who  was  chief 
engineer  in  building  the  fort,  and  whose  assistance  contributed 
in  saving  it.1 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette.  December  31. 
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November  23. — Tins  morning  Major-General  Conway  set 
out  from  Philadelphia  on  his  return  to  France.  The  history  of 
the  treatment  this  gentleman  has  received  is  so 

Gene     Conway.  gmgU|a^  t]lftt  jfc  mugt  lnafce  a  figure  jn  the  aneC- 

dotes  of  mankind,  lie  has  lost  his  commission,  and  he  has  been 
refused  the  common  certificate  which  every  officer  receives  at 
the  expiration  of  his  service,  unless  his  delinquencies  have  been 
very  substantial  indeed.  His  crime  was  being  accused  of  writ- 
ing a  letter  to  a  confidential  friend,  communicating  an  opinion 
that  the  commander-in-chief  (General  Washington)  was  not 
equal  to  the  great  task  he  was  charged  with. 

The  above  is  extracted  from  a  late  Pennsylvania  paper, 
and  said  to  be  written  by  Major-General  Lee.' 

November  25.  —  A  correspondent  in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  says : — "  A  body  of  armed  men,  supposed  to  be  about 
incursion  into  ^ve  Mundred,  chiefly  on  horseback,  with  four 

Georgia.  pieces  of  artillery,  from  St.  Augustine,  in  Florida, 
have  made  a  very  sudden  and  rapid  incursion  overland,  by  way 
of  the  Alatamaha,  into  the  neighboring  State  of  Georgia,  burn- 
ing all  the  houses,  and  destroying  every  thing  in  their  way. 
It  does  not  appear  that  they  were  discovered  before  last  Fri- 
dav,  vet  by  Sunday  they  had  advanced  to  within  four  miles  of 

«y    '   «/  a/  »/  a/ 

Sunbury,  and  burnt  every  house  on  the  other  side  of  Newport 
ferry,  but  not  without  receiving  some  check  from  a  body  of 
militia  collected  under  Colonel  Screven,  together  with  the  con- 
tinentals of  the  third  and  fourth  battalions,  who  had  retreated 
in  order  to  receive  reinforcements,  to  Midway  meeting-house, 
where  they  were  intrenching  to  make  a  stand,  but  having  dis- 
puted every  inch  of  ground  against  a  superior  enemy,  they  lost 
a  few  men,  and  had  some  of  their  most  valuable  officers  wound- 


1  Rivington's  Royal  Gazette,  December  19.  In  the  same  paper  is  the  follow- 
ing:— "  A  junto  is  formed  at  Philadelphia,  and  said  to  consist  of  Generals  Mifflin, 
Thompson,  Arnold,  and  Sinclair ;  their  object  is  the  removal  of  General  Washing- 
ton from  the  chief  command  of  the  rebel  army.  The  Generals  Lee  and  Gates, 
with  all  the  Yankees  who  hare  resolution  enough  to  declare  themselves  of  a  party, 
wish  well  to  this  enterprise.  About  twelve  months  ago  a  motion  for  superseding 
General  Washington  was  carried  by  only  one  voice." 
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ed.'  "We  since  learn  that  the  militia  have  every  where  turned 
out  with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  that  such  vigorous  measures 
are  pursuing  as,  with  the  co-operation  of  South  Carolina,  will 
probably  not  only  disappoint  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  but 
also  cut  off  their  retreat.  The  opinion  of  some  is,  that  this  ex- 
pedition has  been  contrived  by  Governor  Tonyn  on  purpose  to 
pacify  or  get  rid  of  the  clamorous  Tories  and  horse  thieves 
which  he  has,  by  intimidating  suggestions  and  lavish  promises, 
for  years  past,  drawn  from  South  Carolina,  and  other  States,  to 
strengthen  the  province  under  his  government.1 

November  27. — The  British  have  as  suddenly  abandoned 
the  State  of  Georgia  as  they  invaded  it,  and  retired  into  East 
Florida.  Their  hasty  retreat  was  occasioned  by  BrltUh  Ab(Mldon 
an  express  sent  to  Colonel  Prevost,  advising  him  owrgu. 
of  a  naval  and  land  force  coming  against  him  from  South 
Carolina,  who  might  cut  off  his  retreat,  and  by  the  sudden  ap- 
pearance of  some  vessels  at  the  same  time  off  Sun-bury,  which 
they  apprehended  to  be  the  American  fleet.  Previous  to  their 
going  off,  they  sent  away  near  one  thousand  head  of  cattle, 
some  sheep,  about  three  hundred  horses,  two  hundred  negroes, 
and  other  plunder.  Although  the  enemy  have  destroyed  al- 
most every  thing  in  their  way,  within  a  mile  of  each  side  of  the 
road  south  of  Ogeechie,  yet  many  buildin'gs  and  other  property, 
supposed  to  have  been  burnt  and  destroyed,  are,  since  their 
departure,  found  untouched.  Colonel  Prevost,  in  many  in- 
stances, has  shown  that  humanity  and  generosity  for  which 
British  officers  were  formerly  distinguished.  The  land  force 
which  came  against  Georgia  consisted  of  eighty-six  regulars, 


1  Colonel  Screven,  who  in  the  first  skirmish  was  inhumanly  shot  on  the  ground, 
having  before  surrendered  and  sued  for  quarter,  has  since  died  of  the  wounds 
he  received  from  his  savage  murderers.  The  character  of  this  gentleman,  as  a 
firm  patriot,  a  gallant  officer,  a  truly  worthy  member  of  the  community  wherein 
he  lived  ;  and  in  private  life  that  of  an  affectionate  husband,  a  kind  and  indulgent 
parent,  and  steadfast  friend,  must  render  his  loss  deservedly  and  universally  re- 
gretted. In  fine,  he  lived  the  worthy  citizen,  and  fought  and  died  the  brave 
and  gallant  champion  in  his  country's  cause. — Quia  deaiderio  ait  viodua  tarn  cari 
capitis. — Pennsylvania  Packet,  January  28,  1779. 

»  Rivington's  Gazette,  January  20,  1779. 
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and  about  five  hundred  Scofelites  and  rangers  in  one  body,  who 
entered  the  country'  at  Fort  Howe,  and  marched  on  bv  land 
under  Colonel  Prevost ;  while  between  four  and  five  hundred 
regulars,  in  another  body,  commanded  by  Colonel  Fuser,  landed 
upon  Colonel's  Island  near  Sunbury,  (fordable  at  low  water,) 
and  marched  into  that  town.  Their  naval  force  consisted  of 
no  more  than  the  ship  Lord  Germaine,  of  twenty  guns,  (two 
and  three-pounders,)  the  brig  Spitfire  of  sixteen,  the  sloop 
Musquito  of  ten,  the  sloop  Tonyn's  Revenge  of  eight,  a  large 
galley  with  two  twelve  or  eighteen-pounders  in  her  bow,  a 
large  flat,  and  a  number  of  boats,  &c,  most  of  them  mounting 
one  or  two  6wivels,  and  generally  lay  at  St.  Simon's  inlet. 
After  Colonel  Fuser  withdrew  from  Sunbury,  the  two  bodies 
joined  at  Newport  ferry,  where  they  intrenched,  to  cover  and 
give  time  to  their  hunters  to  get  off  with  the  cattle,  and  when 
that  was  accomplished  they  followed. 

A  great  variety  of  conjectures  having  been  formed  concern- 
ing this  expedition.  One  is,  that  they  came  only  to  forage- 
Another,  that  it  was  undertaken  merely  to  pacify  the  clamors 
of  the  discontented  Scofelites,  by  giving  them  an  opportunity 
to  plunder,  till  the  grand  scheme  in  which  it  was  intended  to 
employ  them  should  be  ripe.  Another,  that  they  had  some 
more  extensive  object  in  view,  and  a  part  of  their  plan  had 
failed  them  ;  perhaps  their  scalping  brethren  and  the  numer- 
ous bands  of  Tories  they  expected  to  co-operate  with  them,  did 
not  appear  at  the  time  appointed.  Another,  that  it  was  a 
project  to  stop  the  sale  of  estates  of  attainted  persons,  and  en- 
deavor to  get  off  their  slaves.  Another,  that  the  enemy  were 
impelled  by  the  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions,  and 
the  consequent  dread  of  a  famine,  to  risk  their  whole  strength 
to  procure  cattle.  But  the  opinion  that  seems  to  be  most  prob- 
able is,  that  the  late  expedition  is  only  part  of  one,  long  since 
projected  by  that  restless,  artful,  specious  and  aspiring  deserter 
and  betrayer  of  his  country,  the  well-known  Moses  Kirkland, 
improved  by  Governor  Tonyn,  the  Indian  agent,  and  General 
Grant,  for  the  conquest  of  the  Southern  States,  with  a  view  1o 
share  the  spoil  among  them,  and  with  the  Loyal  Refugees,  as 
they  style  themselves,  who  have  basely  deserted  their  country, 
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and  put  themselves  tinder  the  protection  of  the  British  generals 
at  New  York.  That  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  when  con- 
vinced by  experience  that  it  would  not  be  possible  for  all  the 
force  of  Britain  to  subjugate  America,  finding  these  people  both 
troublesome  and  expensive,  willing  to  get  rid  of  them  as  decent- 
ly as  possible,  and  desirous  at  the  same  time  to  prevent  an  in- 
crease of  pensions  on  the  British  government,  at  last  so  far 
adopted  Mr.'Kirkland's  plan,  as  to  form  them  into  regiments, 
furnish  them  with  arms,  and  the  means  for  an  embarkation  and 
invasion  of  these  States,  with  full  liberty  to  spread  devastation 
and  ruin  to  the  extent  of  their  inclination  and  ability,  and  a 
promise,  if  they  can  conquer,  of  the  best  plantations  and  most 
valuable  gangs  of  slaves,  in  proportion  as  they  shall  distinguish 
themselves,  together  with  a  government  on  the  British  estab- 
lishment, and  such  officers  (from  among  themselves)  as  the  King 
shall  be  pleased  to  approve  of.  That  to  forward  these  pur- 
poses, orders  have  been  sent  to  the  troops  and  banditti  in  East 
Florida,  to  make  a  rapid  incursion  into  Georgia  at  a  fixed  period, 
for  securing  the  most  advantageous  posts  to  favor  future  ope- 
rations ;  and  to  the  Indian  superintendent,  at  the  same  time,  to 
pour  the  savage  allies  of  Britain,  with  all  the  horrors  of  their 
warfare,  into  the  heart  of  the  settlements,  under  the  guidance 
of  Richard  Pearis,  &c,  while  the  emissaries  of  Britain,  dis- 
persed through  these  States  under  a  variety  of  disguises,  from 
the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland  quite  to  Florida,  should  prepare 
the  ignorant,  and  the  wicked  outcasts  of  each,  to  repair  to  their 
standard.  But,  that  the  East  Floridans,  too  eager  to  carry 
their  part  of  the  plan  into  execution,  had  penetrated  into  the 
country  rather  precipitately  ;  being,  perhaps,  deceived  by  their 
reliance  on  the  Indians,  and  the  Tory  embarkation  providen- 
tally  delayed,  dispersed  by  a  storm,  or  prevented  by  the  unex- 
pected news  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille's  operations  in  the  West 
Indies.  Be  these  conjectures  well  founded  or  not,  it  certainly 
behooves  us  to  be  spiritedly  active,  and  thoroughly  guarded, 
against  every  possible  evil  that  may  be  brought  upon  us,  by 
our  declared,  or  infinitely  more  dangerous,  concealed  enemies.1 


'  Pennsylvania  Packet,  January  80,  1119. 
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Most  of  the  American  parricides  have  righteously  been  dis- 
appointed of  the  honors  and  rewards  they  expected  for  turning 
j  h  Lori  tae*r  hand  against  their  native  country,  and  have 
seen  their  folly  when  it  was  too  late.  Anions  the 
few  wretches  who  with  the  heart,  have  also  had  the  opportuni- 
ty to  make  money  from  the  groans  and  famishing  of  their 
countrymen,  Joshua  Loring,  a  native  of  the  State,  and  commis- 
sary of  prisoners  at  New  York,  is  one.  Somebody,  we  are  well 
informed,  asked  old  General  Robertson,  how  this  man  got  his 
wealth  ;  the  General  replied,  "  By  feeding  the  dead,  and  starv- 
ing the  living."  Alluding  to  his  charging  provisions  for  those 
that  had  been  long  dead,  and  at  the  same  time  pinehing  out 
for  his  own  gain,  a  part  of  the  miserable  allowance  for  those 
that  were  alive.1 

December  12. — This  evening  a  most  splendid  ball  was  given 
by  a  society  of  French  gentlemen,  to  the  principal  ladies  and 

French  Baii  at  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  New  Tavern. 

Philadelphia.  jjig  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  lady,  the  lady  of  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 
and  His  Excellency  the  French  minister,  honored  it  with  their 
company.  Both  the  outside  and  inside  of  the  ball-room  were 
handsomely  decorated  with  a  number  of  ingenious  devices  and 
mottoes,  signifying  the  present  happy  alliance  between  the 
court  of  Versailles  and  the  United  States.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  to  the  French  gentlemen,  for  the  order,  polite- 
ness, and  benevolence  with  which  they  conducted  every  part  of 
this  entertainment.  The  evening  has  been  spent  in  the  most 
agreeable  manner,  joy  appears  in  every  countenance,  and  every 
heart  seems  to  exult  in  safety,  freedom,  and  independence, 
which  have  been  ensured  to  our  country  by  the  friendship  and 
magnanimity  of  the  Protector  of  the  Rights  of  Mankind.* 

The  good  of  the  community,  the  safety  and  security  of  the 
individuals,  is  the  direct  and  ultimate  end  of  civil  government. 
Therefore,  that  is  politically  and  really  just,  which  is  necessary 

1  New  Tork  Journal,  December  7.         •  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  Feb.  2. 
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to  this  end.  Goodness  and  benevolence  to  the  great  whole 
ought  always  to  bo  the  end  aimed  at  in  punishing  particular 
offenders.  The  depraved  state  of  human  nature,  jn8tice»nd 
which  causes  the  necessity  of  civil  government, 
not  only  justifies,  but  requires  punislmient,  as  the  necessary 
penalty  of  the  law.  This  punishment  is  sometimes  awfully 
severe  and  shocking,  as  when  a  criminal  is  brought  to  the  gal- 
lows. The  scene  is  60  truly  dreadful,  that  a  tender,  compas- 
sionate heart  can  scarcely  exclude  from  it  the  idea  of  cruelty. 
It  is,  therefore,  highly  necessary,  that  our  minds  should  be 
taught  and  habituated  to  distinguish  between  cruelty  and 
justice.  Justice,  in  the  matter  of  punishment,  obliges  the 
judge,  the  executive  officer,  to  inflict  the  severest  penalty  of 
the  law,  even  death  itself,  purely  from  a  regard  to  right  or 
justice,  and  with  a  benevolent  design  to  the  public  good. 
Cruelty  is  either  undue  and  needless  punishment,  or  the  inflict- 
ing a  necessary  punishment  with  a  spirit  of  revenge  and  hatred 
against  the  unhappy  criminal.  If  a  jury  in  drawing  up  a  ver- 
dict, even  upon  the  fullest  evidence  against  a  murderer,  or  the 
judge  in  sentencing  him  to  death,  are  actuated  by  the  spirit 
of  personal  hatred  or  revenge,  they  themselves  are  really  mur- 
derers in  the  sight  of  Heaven,  even  while  they  are  employed  in 
the  execution  of  necessary  justice.  From  the  murderous  source 
of  private  pique  and  revenge,  frequently  arise  those  mobs  and 
riots  which  destroy  the  peace  of  society,  and  oppose  the  im- 
portant end  of  government.  These  outrageous  ebullitions  of 
heated,  misguided  malevolence,  are  equally  detestable  in  their 
principle  and  dreadful  in  their  consequences.  Every  true 
friend  to  government  and  good  order  must  seriously  lament,  and 
will  endeavor  to  suppress  these  whirlwind  bursts  of  violence, 
which  indiscriminately  tear  down  all  before  them,  and  equally 
involve  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  in  promiscuous  ruin.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  evidently  true  that  these  horrible  calamities 
and  disorders  are  frequently  occasioned  by  the  magistrate's 
neglecting  his  duty  in  not  preventing,  or  timely  removing  the 
unhappy  occasions  of  them.  It  is,  therefore,  the  wisdom  and 
incumbent  duty  of  civil  rulers  to  prevent  these  dreadful  crimes 
by  wise  laws  steadily  executed,  which  is  much  easier  in  itself, 
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and  safer  to  the  community,  than  being  reduced  to  the  hard 
necessity  of  punishing  them  ;  and  one  or  the  other  of  these 
must  be  done,  or  else  government  is  at  an  end.  Let  us  give, 
for  illustration,  an  instance,  which  nearly  affects  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  these  States.  Should  those  who  have  gone  from  us, 
and  cruelly  taken  part  with  the  enemies  of  their  country,  be 
permitted  to  return  with  impunity,  and  run  at  large  among  us, 
the  certain  consequence  will  be  m<jbe,  riots,  and  bloodshed  /  for 
a  people  who  have  had  the  spirit  to  go  out  and  fight  them, 
with  their  less  guilty  associates,  in  the  field  of  battle,  will  not 
patiently  endure  to  have  such  a  desperate  gang  patrolling  about 
among  them,  with  envenomed  hearts  prepared  for  secret  mis- 
chief and  murder.  And,  therefore,  by  way  of  prevention,  it 
is  the  plainest  duty  of  our  rulers,  both  legislative  and  exec- 
utive, to  take  effectual  care  for  having  those  noxious  and  dan- 
gerous criminals  either  closely  confined,  or  banished  from  our 
land,  otherwise  their  neglect  of  duty  in  this  matter  may  bring 
upon  themselves  the  very  guilt  of  blood, 

I  have  heard  6ome  Tones  still  remaining  among  us,  and 
some,  indeed,  of  pretty  enormous  gigantic  size,  express  their 
uneasy  fears,  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  keep  up  and  main- 
tain any  regular  government  among  ourselves.  This  I  have 
justly  considered  as  an  implicit  threatening,  that  they  should 
still  be  able,  as  they  have  ever  been  disposed,  to  create  great 
disturbances  and  confusions  in  the  State,  and  cut  out  more 
work  for  the  civil  authority  than  they  would  well  know  how  to 
despatch.  Now,  I  think  these  gentlemen  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  be  relieved  from  those  uneasy  fears  by  such  a  vigilant 
conduct,  and  resolute  exertions  of  authority,  as  may  at  once 
prevent  mobs,  and  convince  Tories  too,  that  a  people  who  have 
strength  and  courage  sufficient  to  withstand  the  combined  force 
of  all  their  enemies  without,  have  also  wisdom  and  spirit 
enough  to  maintain  government  among  themselves,  and  effectu- 
ally curb  every  disturber  of  the  peace. 

I  have  heard  it  queried  by  some,  whether  those  who  desert 
from  the  enemy,  and  voluntarily  come  back  again  to  us,  do 
not  thereby  merit  a  pardon  and  restoration  to  favor  ?  I  grant, 
that  if  they  had  done  this  a  year  or  two  ago,  when  they  wero 
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kindly  invited  to  it  by  repeated  proclamations  of  grace  and 
favor,  they  would  have  had  something  to  plead.  But  to  leave 
the  enemy  now,  and  quit  a  desperate  cause,  hath  not  the  least 
atom  of  merit ;  gives  not  the  least  rational  evidence  of  a  change 
of  heart,  or  bettemess  of  disposition,  any  more  than  a  tormented 
sinner  8  squirming  out  under  the  back  door  of  purgatory,  for 
the  sake  of  better  air,  is  full  proof  of  his  evangelical  repentance 
and  fitness  for  heaven. 

In  a  word,  there  is  a  plain,  essential  difference  between 
personal  revenge  and  public  justice  ;  one  is  murder,  the  other 
is  saving  life.  Should  a  wretch  murder  the  only  son  of  a 
judge  ;  the  judge  ought,  in  his  private  capacity,  to  forgive  him 
from  his  heart  this  very  great  injury,  pray  for  him,  and  sin- 
cerely desire  his  happiness,  while,  in  his  public  capacity,  he  is 
obliged  in  justice,  and  for  the  public  good,  to  pronounce  the 
sentence  of  death  upon  him. 

In  like  manner  we  are  bound,  by  the  laws  of  Christ  and 
humanity,  to  exercise  a  sincere  personal  forgiveness  towards 
the  most  guilty  and  injurious  enemies  of  our  country,  and  not 
be  actuated  in  the  least  by  an  unforgiving  spirit  of  revenge, 
while  the  public  are  obliged,  from  a  principle  of  justice  and 
self-preservation,  to  fulfil  all  those  seemingly  rigorous  measures 
which  are  necessary  for  putting  it  out  of  the  power  of  those 
enemies  to  do  still  greater  mischief  to  the  community.1 

December  28. — This  day,  agreeable  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Most  Ancient  and  Worshipful  Society  of  Free  and  ac- 
cepted Masons,  was  celebrated  at  Philadelphia,     Fr««  Mason 

i  .  /»n-ri        t     ■¥!  ••  a        Celebration  In 

the  Anniversary  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist.  At  Philadelphia, 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  near  three  hundred  of  the  brethren 
assembled  at  the  College,  and  at  eleven  o'clock  went  in  regular 
procession  from  thence  to  Christ  Church  to  attend  divine  service. 
The  order  of  procession  was  as  follows,  viz. : — 1.  The  Sword 
Bearer.  2.  Two  Deacons,  with  blue  wands  tipped  with  gold. 
3.  The  three  orders,  Doric,  Ionic,  and  Corinthian,  borne  by 

1  From  the  Connecticut  Journal,  republished  in  the  New  York  Journal,  De- 
cember 14. 
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three  brethren.  4.  Tlie  Iloly  Bible  and  Book  of  Constitutions, 
on  two  crimson  velvet  cushions,  borne  by  the  Grand  Treasurer 
and  Grand  Secretary.  5.  A  Reverend  Brother.  6.  Four 
Deacons,  bearing  wands.  7.  His  Excellency  our  illustrious 
brother  George  Washington,  Esquire,  supported  by  the  Grand 
Master  and  his  Deputy.  8.  The  two  Grand  Wardens,  bearing 
the  proper  pillars.  9.  The  past  Masters  of  the  different  Lodges. 
10.  The  present  Masters  of  Lodges.  11.  The  Senior  Wardens. 
12.  The  Junior  Wardens.  13.  The  Secretaries.  14.  The  Treas- 
urers.1 15.  Brother  Proctor's  Band  of  Music.  16.  Visiting 
Brethren.  17.  The  Members  of  different  Lodges,  walking  two 
and  two,  according  to  seniority. 

The  procession  entered  the  church  in  the  order  of  their 
march,  and  the  brethren  took  their  seats  in  the  pews  of  the 
middle  aisle,  which  were  kept  empty  for  their  reception.  Pray- 
ers were  then  read  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  White,  and  the  follow- 
ing anthem  was  sung  in  its  proper  place  by  sundry  of  the 
brethren,  accompanied  by  the  organ  and  other  instrumental 
music,  viz : — 

A  GRAND  SYMPHONY. 
Chorus. 

Behold  how  good  and  joyful  a  thing  it  is, 
Brethren,  to  dwell  together  in  Unity. 

Sola. 

I  will  give  thanks  unto  Thee,  0  Lord !  with  my  whole  heart  secretly  among 
my  brethren,  and  in  the  congregation  will  I  praise  Thee.  I  will  speak  of  the  mar- 
vellous Works  of  Thy  Hands,  the  Sun,  the  Moon,  and  the  Stars,  which  thou  hast 
ordained. 

Sola. 

The  people  that  walked  in  darkness  hath  seen  a  great  light,  and  on  them  that 
dwelt  in  the  Land  of  the  shadow  of  Death,  doth  the  glorious  light  of  Jehovah 
shine. 

Solo. 

Thou  hast  gathered  us  from  the  East  and  from  the  West,  from  the  North  and 
from  the  South ;  Thou  hast  made  us  companions  for  the  mighty  upon  Earth,  even 
for  Trinccs  of  great  Nations. 

Trio. 

0!  I  AM!  Inspire  us  with  Witdom  and  Strength  to  support  us  in  all  our 
troubles,  that  we  may  worship  Thee  in  the  Bkauty  or  Holiness. 

1  Of  the  different  private  Lodges. 
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After  which  a  most  excellent  and  well-adapted  sermon  was 
preached  by  our  reverend  and  worthy  brother,  William  Smith, 
D.  D.  The  text  was  taken  from  1st  Peter,  2d  chapter  and 
16th  verse.  The  brctliren  have  since  requested  the  sermon  to 
be  published,  and  the  profits  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
poor. 

After  divine  service  the  procession  returned  in  the  same 
order  to  the  college  ;  the  musical  bells  belonging  to  the  church 
and  the  band  of  music  playing  proper  masonic  tunes.  The 
brethren  being  all  new  clothed,  and  officers  in  the  proper 
jewels  of  their  respective  lodges,  and  their  other  badges  of  dig- 
nity, made  a  genteel  appearance. 

The  brethren  afterwards  departed  to  their  respective  lodges, 
where  they  dined  together  with  their  usual  harmony  and  so- 
ciability, the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds  having  been  collect- 
ed in  church  among  the  brethren  and  other  charitable  fellow- 
citizens  who  honored  them  with  their  company,  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor.1 

December  30. — Early  yesterday  morning  the  British,  un- 
der the  cover  of  several  armed  vessels,  landed  at  Brewton's 
plantation,  about  a  mile  from  Savannah.  The  Brjtl8hEnt4sr 
Continental  troops  were  drawn  up  on  an  eminence 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  town,  near  Tatnal's  gate,  their  right 
extending  to  the  6wamp  and  river,  their  left  across  the  road ; 
and  a  morass,  crossed  by  the  road,  in  their  front.  The  morass 
was  thought  impracticable  for  near  two  or  three  miles  up. 
The  militia  were  near  the  barracks,  meant  to  icover  the  right 
of  the  regulars ;  their  whole  force  scarcely  amounting  to  five 
hundred  men. 

The  British,  under  feint  of  attacking  us  by  the  main  road, 
filed  off  to  the  left,  and  found  means  to  cross  the  morass,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  our  right ;  this,  as  soon  as  it  was 
known,  obliged  our  regulars  to  retreat,  which  was  effected  at 
the  6ame  time  that  the  militia  were  attacked,  and  obliged  to 
retire  through  the  town.    Our  troops  sustained  a  very  hot  fire 

41  'W^^VW 
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on  their  retreat  between  the  town  and  "barracks ;  but  by  that 
means  gained  the  road  which  leads  ont  by  the  spring  house ; 
while  the  only  alternative  left  the  militia  was  to  surrender  or 
swim  McGilvray's  Creek.  Those  who  could  not  swim  were 
made  prisoners,  among  whom  were  Colonel  Walton  of  the 
militia  (wounded  in  the  action)  and  Major  llabersham  of  the 
Georgia  regulars.  Colonels  Elbert  and  Ilarris  saved  them- 
selves by  swimming. 

At  present  our  loss  cannot  be  ascertained  ;  and  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  it  not  near  so  considerable  as  many  apprehend. 

Colonel  Roberts,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  was  posted 
near  the  Continental  troops,  and  made  good  his  retreat,  with 
the  loss  of  one  of  his  pieces.  All  accounts  agree  that  the 
Georgians  are  the  most  considerable  sufferers. 1 

1  New  Jersey  Gasette,  February  10,  1779.  A  correspondent  in  Philadelphia, 
gives  the  following  account  of  this  affair: — "Scarcely  had  the  enemy  retired 
from  the  back  parts  of  Georgia,  when  a  fleet  and  armament  entered  Savannah 
River,  and  ou  the  29th  of  December,  about  three  thousand  men  landed  within  two 
miles  of  the  town  of  Savannah.  A  proper  disposition  of  the  few  Continental 
troops  (about  six  hundred,  under  Colonel  Elbert)  we  bad  there,  was  made  to  op- 
pose them,  but  the  same  day,  about  noon,  the  enemy  doubled  the  colonels  right 
flank,  and  very  near  cut  off  his  retreat,  which,  however,  he  effected  through  a 
very  heavy  tire  of  the  enemy  for  near  a  mile,  but  with  the  loss  of  many  men  either 
killed  or  taken.  Colonel  Elbert  and  a  Colonel  Grimke  escaped  by  swimming  a 
creek.  The  enemy  soon  after  took  possession  of  Savannah.  The  last  account* 
from  the  above  quarters  say,  that  our  troops  had  retired  to  a  place  called  Ebeneser, 
forty  miles  up  the  river  above  Savannah,  where  they  were  waiting  for  reinforce- 
ments, which  were  on  their  march  from  the  Carolinas  to  join  them.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  the  design  of  the  enemy  in  this  expedition  so  late  in  the  season 
— whether  to  take  up  their  quarters  for  the  winter,  to  procure  provisions,  or  to  bo 
joined  by  the  force  from  Florida.  But  certain  it  is,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  will  bo  greatly  distressed  by  this  visit.-/,.  W.  Elliot.\  " 
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January  1. — Mr.  Washington  last  winter  issned  a  procla- 
mation requiring  the  inhabitants  of  certain  districts  to  fatten 
their  cattle,  in  order  to  support  his  army  the  en-  Remarks  on 
suing  campaign.  The  British  light  infantry  hav-  S^lmam. 
ing  at  least  an  equal  interest  in  that  measure,  one  of  them,  in 
the  name  of  the  whole,  composed  the  following  exhortation  to 
accompany  and  strengthen  the  rebel  general's  requisition.  The 
earnestness  with  which  he  repeatedly  returns  to  the  main  ob- 
ject of  the  poem,  shows  the  sincerity  with  which  he  seconded 
the  republican  views.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  beef  was 
fattened  in  vain.  The  French  having  been  prevailed  upon  by 
the  rebel  emissaries  to  keep  their  treachery  in  countenance,  and 
to  surprise  the  world  by  a  breach  of  faith  even  beyond  all  for- 
mer examples  of  Gallic  infidelity,  the  British  force  required 
to  be  collected  for  a  time,  and  the  army  only  reaped  the  benefit 
of  the  proclamation  during  its  march  through  the  Jerseys.  At 
present,  however,  when  the  French  have  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don their  worthy  friends  and  steal  from  America  with  no  other 
advantage  than  what  they  may  derive  from  the  honor  of  their 
attempt,  and  when  there  is  little  chance  that  the  rebels  will 
ever  again  communicate  with  their  French  allies  unless  by  let- 
ter, it  may  not  be  improper  to  republish  the  light  infantry 
exhortation,  preparatory  to  the  operations  of  spring,  1779. 
And  as  the  British  are  willing  that  the  rebel  troops  should,  as 
heretofore,  make  use  of  all  the  beef  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
English  camps  and  march  routes,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Conti- 
nental general  will,  in  return,  second  this  their  exhortation,  by 
a  fresh  proclamation  ;  and  it  is  submitted  to  him  whether  it  may 
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not  tend  to  the  advantage  and  convenience  of  both  armies  to 
have  this  measure  not  only  recommended  to  particular  districts, 
hut  throughout  the  thirteen  States,  as  the  British  troops  will 
have  occasion  for  the  bullocks  in  those  provinces  which  they 
invade,  and  the  Continentals  will  require  to  be  extremely  well 
nourished  during  the  long  marches  from  Georgia  to  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  in  which  probably  they  will  be  pretty  constantly  em- 
ployed. 

TO  WASHINGTON. 

0r*at  Washington !  thou  mighty  son  of  Mare, 

Thou  thundering  hero  of  the  rebel  ware, 

Accept  our  thanks  for  all  thy  favors  past, 

Our  special  thanks  await  thee  for  the  last. 

Thy  proclamation,  timely  to  command 

The  cattle  to  be  fattened  round  the  land, 

Bespeaks  thy  generosity,  and  shows 

A  charity  that  reaches  to  thy  foes  t 

And  was  this  order  issued  for  our  sakes, 

To  treat  us  with  roast  beef  and  savory  stakes? 

Or  was  it  for  thy  rebel  train  intended, 

Give  'em  the  hides— and  let  their  shoes  be  mended? 

Tho'  shoes  are  what  they  seldom  wear  of  late, 

Twould  load  their  nimble  feet  too  much  with  weight ! 

And  for  the  beef — there  needs  no  puff  about  it ; 

In  short,  they  must  content  themselves  without  it, 

Not  that  we  mean  to  have  them  starved — why,  marry, 

The  live  stock  in  abundance,  which  they  carry 

Upon  their  backs,  prevents  all  fear  of  that  1 

Then  honest  Whigs,  make  all  your  cattle  fat ; 

We  to  reward  you  for  your  care  and  pains, 

Will  visit  soon  your  crowded  stalls  and  plains, 

And  for  your  pampered  cattle  write  at  large, 

With  bloody  bayonets,  a  full  discharge. 

You  know  that  we  light  bobs  are  tough  and  hardy. 

And  at  a  push  you'll  never  find  us  tardy. 

We  have  a  stomach  both  for  beef  and  battle, 

So  honest  Whigs,  once  more  feed  well  your  cattle. 

Obey  your  chief's  command,  and  then  'tis  plain 

We  cannot  want  for  beef  the  next  campaign  1 

And  if  we  want  for  fighting,  be  it  known, 

The  fault,  good  neighbors,  shall  be  all  your  own.* 

1  Rivingtou's  Royal  Gazette,  January  2. 
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January  6. — In  imitation  of  her  Majesty  our  truly  amiable 
queen,  of  the  noble  Marchioness  of  Granby,  and  of  those  six 
respectable  ladies  of  "Westminster,  (the  owners  of  ^  New  Tork 
the  Amazon,)  who  have  respectively  equipped  pri-  L*dlea- 
vate  ships  of  war,  lately,  at  their  own  expense,  to  assist  in 
humbling  the  pride  and  perfidy  of  France,  and  in  chastising 
the  rebels  of  America,  it  is  proposed  by  a  number  of  the  prin- 
cipal loyal  ladies  residing  in  New  York,  to  subscribe  a  liberal 
sum  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out  immediately  a  formidable  fast- 
sailing  privateer,  to  be  called  The  Fair  American,  and  for  the 
honor  of  the  sex  as  well  as  for  the  6ake  of  the  name,  it  is  not 
doubted  that  she  will  be  extremely  well  manned,  with  gallant 
youths. 

This  instance,  while  it  reflects  great  credit  on  the  patriotism 
of  the  ladies,  ought  to  be  considered  by  the  rebels  as  a  proof 
of  the  flafn-ancy  of  their  own  insolence  and  obstinacv,  in  re- 
jecting  such  generous  offers  of  reconciliation,  as  to  excite  the 
indignation  of  the  fair  sex,  whose  natural  characteristics  are 
gentleness  and  benevolence. 

While  rebel  sons  for  parricide  combine, 
Let  fame  record,  how  female  virtue*  shine.1 

The  following  lines  are  humbly  presented  as  a  New  Year's 
gift  to  those  loyal  ladies  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  are 
uniting  to  equip  a  formidable  privateer,  to  be^p^  Am<.rican 
called  The  Fair  American  ;  for  the  very  laudable  ^.toer. 
purpose  of  cruising  against  the  detested  rebel  Corsairs,  and 
their  new  Popish  allies,  the  base,  perfidious  French,  by  their 
most  respectable  and  obedient  servant 

Exul  Viroiniensis. 


When  female  hearts  beat  high  for  virtuous  fame, 
And  patriot  passions  glow  with  hallowed  flame, 
Their  good  designs,  who  can  refrain  to  paint? 
Tho'  weak  his  colors,  and  his  lines  tho'  faint. 
Hail!  lovely  fair!  who  grace  that  safe  retreat, 
Where  Britain's  friends  in  cordial  union  meet, 


1  Rivington's  Royal  Gazette,  January  6. 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


646 


DIARY  OF  THE  REVOL 


•jMLtl 


[1779. 


Whose  well-taught  minds,  in  just  connection  view, 

What's  to  your  God,  jour  king,  and  country  due; 

Since  your  sweet  bosoms  loyal  ardors  feel, 

And  true  concern  disclose  for  public  weal  ; 

Since  you  adopt  our  Royal  Charlotte's  plana, 

Who  to  her  sex  a  bright  example  stands ; 

Assured  be,  that  every  honest  man 

Will  idolize  the  fair  American ; 

Brave  loyal  tars,  and  hearts  of  oak,  will  vie 

For  you  to  fight  or  conquer,  live  or  die ; 

By  you  Inspir'd,  they'll  plead  our  common  cause. 

With  vengeful  thunder,  'gainst  the  Congress'  laws ; 

Firm  to  sustain  and  resolute  to  dare. 

The  friends  of  George,  no  Gauls  or  Yankees  bear ; 

With  equal  beat  the  French  and  rebels  beat, 

And  if  they  rushed  your  lovely  lips  to  meet, 

Soon  as  full  armed,  you  bid  your  privateer, 

Go,  share  the  trophies  of  the  rising  year, 

Her  martial  crew,  their  veut'rous  course  they  urge, 

Thro'  Neptune's  plains,  piratic  gangs  to  scourge. 

Our  ancient  foes,  in  naval  combats  foil, 

Still  in  your  laps  to  pour  the  golden  spoil ; 

Some  poet,  too,  will  teach  each  British  dame, 

That  New  York  ladies  emulate  their  fame  ; 

On  their  loved  Queen  still  fix  their  faithful  eyes. 

To  catch  her  manners  living  as  they  rise ; 

Your  loyal  compact  with  due  praise  rehearse, 

And  place  your  names  in  some  immortal  verse.* 
•  •••••« 


January  7.— At  Mr.  Dearie's,  in  New  York,  last  evening 
Captain  Andre*  read  an  extempore  on  Love  and  Fashion,  and 
a  characteristic  "  Dream  "  about  the  rebels,  for  which  he  gained 
much  applause  from  the  "  fair  and  the  bold."  Ilis  allusions  to 

Jacky  Jay,  Paddy  M'Kean,  and  other  rebellious    were 

excellent.* 

The  following  is  the  production  referred  to  above  :  "  I  was 
lately  in  company  where  the  Metempsychosis  became  the  sub- 
cptain  Andrea  J  001  0^  conversation,  and  was  ably  explained  by  a 
Dream.      gentleman  of  erudition,  who  traced  it  from  the 
Brachmans  in  the  East,  to  Pythagoras  in  the  west,  and  very 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  January  16.  ■  Afterwards  Major  John  Andre. 

»  Elliot  Manuscript. 
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learnedly  demonstrated  the  probability  and  justice  of  this  an- 
cient system.  I  low  it  was  possible  to  deny  that  when  man- 
kind degraded  themselves  from  the  character  of  rational  be- 
ings, it  became  proper  that  they  should  assume  the  figure  of 
those  beasts  to  whose  properties  they  were  already  assimilated. 
On  the  other,  how  pleasing  was  it  to  trace  the  soul  through 
its  several  stages,  and  to  behold  it  rewarded  or  punished  accord- 
ing to  its  deserts  in  a  new  state  of  existence.  Many  fanciful 
observations  immediately  occurred  to  the  company.  Besides 
several  pair  of  turtle  doves,  some  cock  sparrows,  and  one  or 
two  butterflies  whom  we  found  among  our  acquaintances,  we 
were  led  to  take  a  survey  of  superior  characters.  We  enter- 
tained ourselves  with  viewing  the  soul  of  Louis  XIV.  trans- 
migrated into  a  half-starved  jackass,  loaded  with  heavy  pan- 
niers, and  perpetually  goaded  by  a  meagre  Frenchman,  who, 
from  the  most  humble  of  his  slaves,  was  become  the  master 
and  tormentor  of  this  absolute  and  universal  monarch.  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  for  whose  ambitious  views  this  whole  orb  had 
been  too  confined,  was  changed  into  a  little  sorry  horse,  and 
doomed  to  spend  his  life  in  the  diurnal  drudgery  of  turning  a 
mill  to  which  he  was  constantly  fixed  with  blinds  over  his  eyes. 
Charles  of  Sweden  made  his  appearance  in  the  figure  of  a  Rus- 
sian bear,  whilst  his  wiser  competitor  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  a  warlike  and  industrious  monarchy  of  bees.  The  poetical 
soul  of  Sappho  continued  to  warble  in  the  character  of  the 
"  Love-born  nightingale,"  and  that  of  our  countryman  Pope 
(into  which  those  of  Ilomer,  Horace,  Juvenal,  and  Lucretius 
had  been  before  blended  and  transfused)  was  again  revived  and 
admired  in  the  melodious  Swan  of  Twickenham. 

"  Full  of  the  ideas  which  this  singular  conversation  had 
suggested,  I  retired  to  my  chnmber,  and  had  not  long  pressed 
the  downy  pillow  before  the  following  vision  appeared  to  my 
imagination : 

M I  fancied  myself  in  a  spacious  apartment,  which  I  soon  dis- 
covered to  be  the  hall  wherein  the  infernal  judges  administered 
justice  to  the  souls  which  had  animated  the  bodies  of  men  in 
the  superior  regions.  To  my  great  surprise,  instead  of  those 
grim  personages  which  I  had  been  taught  to  expect,  I  found 


Digitized  by  Google 


618 


DIARY  OF  TirE  REVOLUTION. 


[1779. 


the  judges  (who  were  then  sitting)  to  be  of  a  mild,  gentle,  and 
complacent  appearance,  unlike  many  dispensers  of  justice  in 
the  vital  air,  who  add  terror  to  severity,  and  by  their  very  as- 
pect not  only  awe  the  guilty,  but  discourage  the  innocent.  At 
one  end  of  the  hall,  after  a  short  interval,  appeared  a  numerous 
crowd  of  different  shades,  ushered  in  and  conducted  by  Mercury, 
whose  business  it  was  to  take  charge  of  the  criminals  and  see 
the  sentences  executed.  As  dreams  are  of  an  unaccountable 
nature,  it  will  not  (I  presume)  be  thought  strange  that  I 
should  behold  upon  this  occasion  the  shades  of  many  men, 
who,  for  aught  I  know,  may  be  still  living  and  acting  a  con- 
spicuous part  upon  the  worldly  theatre.  But  let  this  be  as  it 
will,  I  shall  go  on  to  relate  simply  what  appeared  to  me,  with- 
out troubling  myself  whether  it  may  meet  with  credit  from 
others. 

"  The  first  person  called  upon  was  the  famous  Chief-justice 
McKean,1  who  I  found  had  been  animated  by  the  same  spirit 
which  formerly  possessed  the  memorable  Jeffries.  I  could 
not  but  observe  a  flash  of  indignation  in  the  eyes  of  the  judges 
upon  the  approach  of  this  culprit.  His  more  than  savage  cru- 
elty, his  horrid  disregard  to  the  many  oaths  of  allegiance  he 
had  taken,  and  the  vile  sacrifices  he  had  mado  of  justice  to  the 
interests  of  rebellion,  were  openly  rehearsed.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  uncommon  impudence,  for  once  he  seemed  abashed, 
and  did  not  pretend  to  deny  the  charge.  He  was  condemned  to 
assume  the  shape  of  a  blood-hound,  and  the  souls  of  Roberts 
and  Carlisle*  were  ordered  to  scourge  him  through  the  infer- 
nal regions. 

"  Next  appeared  the  polite  and  travelled  Mr.  Deane,  who 
from  a  tricking,  hypocritical,  New  England  attorney,  was  mct- 
Ue.a      amorphosed  into  a  French  marquis,  with  all  the 
ne*    external  frippery  that  so  eminently  distinguishes 
the  most  trifling  characters  of  that  trifling  nation.    The  judges 

1  Thomas  McKean,  LL.  D.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
Toted  for  Independence.  In  1799  he  succeeded  General  Mifflin  as  governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  remained  in  office  until  1808.   He  died  in  1817,  aged  eighty-four. 

•  Two  Quakers,  who  were  executed  hi  Philadelphia  for  treason,  on  the  22d 
of  November,  1778. 
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deliberated  for  a  time  whether  they  should  form  their  sentence 
from  the  badness  of  his  heart,  or  the  vanity  of  his  manners ; 
but  in  consideration  of  the  many  mortifications  he  had  lately 
experienced,  they  at  length  determined  upon  the  latter,  and 
the  most  excellent  ambassador  to  his  most  Christian  majesty, 
skipped  off,  with  very  little  change  in  the  character  of  "The 
monkey  who  had  seen  the  world." 

"  The  celebrated  Gen.  Lee,  whose  ingratitude  to  his  parent 
country  was  regarded  with  the  utmost  detestation,  assumed 
(by  direction  of  the  court)  the  figure  of  an  adder ;  0encnJ  charic8 
a  reptile  that  is  big  with  venom,  and  ready  to  Lec- 
wound  the  hand  that  protects,  or  the  bosom  that  cherishes  it, 
but  whose  poison  frequently  turns  to  its  own  destruction. 

"The  black  soul  of  Livingston,  which  was  'fit  for  treason, 
sacrilege,  and  spoil,'  and  polluted  with  every  species  of  murder 
and  iniquity,  was  condemned  to  howl  in  the  body  wwum 
of  a  wolf;  and  I  beheld,  with  surprise,  that  he  Livingston, 
retained  the  same  gaunt,  hollow,  and  ferocious  appearance, 
and  that  his  tongue  still  continued  to  be  red  with  gore.  Just 
at  this  time,  Mercury  touched  me  with  his  wand,  and  thereby 
bestowed  an  insight  into  futurity,  when  I  saw  this  very  wolf 
hung  up  at  the  door  of  his  fold,  by  a  shepherd  whose  innocent 
flock  had  been  from  time  to  time  thinned  by  the  murdering 
jaws  of  this  savage  animal. 

"  The  President  of  the  Congress,  Mr.  Jay,  next  appeared  be- 
fore the  tribunal,  and  his  trial  was  conducted  with  all  the  so- 
lemnity due  to  so  distinguished  a  character;  I 
heard,  with  emotions  of  aetonishment  and  eon- 
cern,  that  in  various  human  forms  he  had  been  remarkable  for 
a  mixture  of  the  lowest  cunning  and  most  unfeeling  barbarity ; 
that  having,  in  his  last  shape,  received  from  nature  such  abili- 
ties as  might  have  rendered  him  useful  in  his  profession,  and 
even  serviceable  to  the  public,  he  had,  by  a  semblance  of  virtue, 
acquired  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  which  he  after- 
wards abused  to  all  the  horrid  purposes  of  the  most  wanton 
rebellion,  and  that  being  indefatigable  in  the  pursuits  of  ambi- 
tion and  avarice,  by  all  the  ways  of  intrigue,  perfidy,  and  dis- 
simulation, he  had  acquired  the  station  of  a  chief  justice,  and, 
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in  imitation  of  the  infamous  Dudley,  had  framed  and  enforced 
statutes  that  destroyed  every  speeies  of  private  security  and  re- 
pose. In  fine,  that  by  his  whole  conduct  lie  had  exemplified  his 
own  maxim  that  princes  were  not  the  worst  and  most  dreadful  of 
tyrants,1  and  had  given  a  fresh  demonstration  that  power  could 
never  be  well  used  when  lodged  in  mean  and  improper  hands. 

"  The  court  immediately  thought  fit  to  order  tliat  this  crimi- 
nal should  transmigrate  into  the  most  insidious  and  most  hate- 
ful of  animals,  a  snake ;  but  to  prevent  his  being  able  any 
longer  to  deceive,  and  thereby  destroy,  a  large  set  of  rattles 
was  affixed  to  his  tail,  that  it  might  warn  mankind  to  shun  so 
poisonous  a  being. 

"  The  whole  Continental  army  now  passed  in  review  before 
me.  They  were  forced  to  put  on  the  shape  of  the  timid  hare, 
whose  disposition  they  already  possessed.  With  ears  erect, 
they  seemed  watching  the  first  approach  of  danger,  and  ready 
to  fly  even  at  the  appearance  of  it.  But  what  was  very  singu- 
lar, a  brass  collar  was  affixed  to  the  neck  of  one  of  their  lead- 
ers, on  which  I  saw  distinctly  the  following  lines : 

•They  win  the  fight,  that  win  the  race.' 

Alluding  to  the  maxim  he  had  always  pursued,  of  making  a 
good  and  timely  retreat. 

"  This  timorous  crew  having  hastily  retired,  I  beheld  a  great 
and  magnanimous  commander  of  antiquity,  transformed  into  a 
game  cock,  who  at  once  began  to  crow  and  strut  about  as  if  lie 
was  meditating  a  combat,  but  upon  the  appearance  of  a  few 
cropple  crowned  hens,  he  dismissed  his  purpose,  and  I  could 
see  him  at  some  distance  from  the  hall,  brushing  his  wing,  and 
ruffling  his  feathers  at  every  Dame  Partlet  in  the  company. 
The  oddity  of  this  transformation,  and  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending it,  excited  in  me  such  a  disposition  to  laugh,  that  I 
immediately  awakened,  and  was  forced  reluctantly  to  resign 
the  character  of  A  Dreamer." 9 

1  See  a  pamphlet  called  (I  think)  The  Nature  and  Extent  of  Parliamentary 
Power  considered. 

1  Rivington'a  Royal  Gazette,  January  21. 
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January  19. — The  Tory  freebooters,  who  have  their  haunt* 
and  caves  in  the  pines,  and  have  been  for  some  time  past  a 
terror  to  the  inhabitants  of  Monmouth  county,  in  Monnwuth  Connty 
the  Jerseys,  have,  during  the  course  of  the  present  Tori0fc 
week,  met  with  a  very  eminent  disaster.  On  Tuesday  evening 
last,  Captain  Benjamin  Dennis,  who  lately  killed  the  infamous 
robber  Fagan,  with  a  party  of  his  militia,  went  in  pursuit  of 
three  of  the  most  noted  of  the  Pine  Banditti,  and  was  so  for- 
tunate as  to  fall  in  with  them  and  kill  them  on  the  spot.  Their 
names  are  Stephen  Bourke,  alias  Emmans,  Stephen  West,  and 
Ezekiel  Williams.  Yesterday  they  were  brought  up  to  Mon- 
mouth Court  House,  and  two  of  them,  it  is  said,  will  be  hanged 
in  chains.  This  signal  piece  of  service  was  effected  through 
the  instrumentality  of  one  John  Van  Kirk,  who  was  prevailed 
upon  to  associate  with  them  on  purpose  to  discover  their  prac- 
tices, and  to  lead  them  into  our  hands.  lie  conducted  himself 
with  so  much  address  that  the  robbers,  and  especially  the  three 
above  named,  who  were  the  leading  villains,  looked  upon  him 
as  one  of  their  body,  kept  him  constantly  with  them,  and  in- 
trusted him  with  all  their  designs. 

Van  Kirk,  at  proper  seasons,  gave  intelligence  of  their 
movements  to  Captain  Dennis,  who  conducted  himself  accord- 
ingly. They  were  on  the  eve  of  setting  off  for  New  York,  to 
make  sale  of  their  plunder,  when  Van  Kirk  informed  Captain 
Dennis  of  the  time  of  their  intended  departure,  (which  was  to 
have  been  on  Tuesday  night  last,)  and  of  the  course  they  would 
take  to  their  boat ;  in  consequence  of  which,  and  agreeable  to 
the  directions  of  Van  Kirk,  the  captain  and  a  small  party  of 
his  militia  planted  themselves  at  Rock  Pond,  near  the  sea- 
shore, and  shot  Bourke,  West,  and  Williams.  We  were  in 
hopes  at  first  of  keeping  Van  Kirk  under  the  rose,  but  the 
secret  is  out,  and  of  course  he  must  fly  the  county,  for  the 
Tories  are  so  highly  exasperated  against  him,  that  death  will 
certainly  be  his  fate  if  he  does  not  speedily  leave  Monmouth. 
The  Whigs  are  soliciting  contributions  in  his  favor,  and,  from 
present  appearances,  we  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  present 
him  with  a  very  handsome  sum.  The  destruction  of  the  Brit- 
ish  fleet  could  not  diffuse  more  universal  joy  through  the  in- 
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habitants  of  Monmouth,  than  has  the  death  of  the  above  egre- 
gious villains.  A  certain  John  Gilbertson,  of  the  same  group 
of  villains,  was  killed  about  three  weeks  ago,  by  a  party  of  the 
militia,  near  Tom's  River.1 

February  2. — Tins  morning,  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington set  off  from  Philadelphia  to  join  the  army  in  New  Jer- 

Wa*hln*ton  leave*  8eV-     ^rillg  the  COUl'SC  of  his  short  stay,  (the 

rbiUddphu.  on] y  reiief  iie  ha8  enjoyed  from  service  since  he  first 
entered  into  it,)  he  has  been  honored  with  every  mark  of  esteem 
which  his  accomplished  fortitude  as  a  soldier,  and  his  exalted 
qualities  as  a  gentleman  and  a  citizen,  entitle  him  to.  Among 
other  instances,  he  was  welcomed  at  his  first  coming  by  an  ad- 
dress from  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  and  the  magis- 
trates of  the  city,  and  politely  entertained  by  the  President  of 
Congress,  the  President  of  the  State,  his  Excellency  the  Minis- 
ter of  France,  Don  Juan  Marrailles,  a  Spanish  gentleman  of 
distinction  and  amiable  character,  besides  the  numerous  testi- 
monials of  regard  shown  to  him  by  private  gentlemen.  The 
council  of  this  State  being  desirous  of  having  his  picture  in  full 
length,  requested  his  sitting  for  that  purpose,  which  he  politely 
complied  with,  and  a  striking  likeness  was  taken  by  Mr.  Peale 
Pe*ie-a  Portrait  of  °^  Philadelphia.    The  portrait  is  to  be  placed  in 

WMhinfe'ton.  the  Council  Chamber.  Don  Juan  Marrailles  has 
ordered  five  copies,  four  of  which,  we  hear,  are  to  be  sent 
abroad.  His  excellency's  stay  was  rendered  the  more  agree- 
able by  the  company  of  his  lady,  and  the  domestic  retirement 
which  he  enjoyed  at  the  house  of  the  Honorable  Ilenry  Lau- 
rens, Esquire,  with  whom  he  resided." 

February  4. — It  is  painful  to  repeat  the  indubitable  ac- 
counts we  are  continually  receiving,  of  the  cruel  and  inhuman 
American  Prison-  treatment  of  the  subjects  of  these  States  from  the 
em  »t  New  Vork.  Britons  in  New  York  and  other  places.  They 
who  hear  our  countrymen,  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  those  unrelenting  tyrants,  relate  the  sad 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  February  3.      1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  February  4. 
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story  of  their  captivity,  the  insults  they  have  received,  and  the 
slow,  cool,  systematic  manner  in  wliich  great  numbers  of  those 
who  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  enter  their  service,  have  been 
murdered,  must  have  hearts  of  stone  not  to  melt  with  pity  for 
the  sufferers,  and  burn  with  indignation  at  their  tormentors. 
As  we  have  daily  fresh  instances  to  prove  the  truth  of  such 
a  representation,  public  justice  requires  that  repeated  public 
mention  should  be  made  of  them.  A  cartel  vessel  lately  car- 
ried about  one  hundred  and  thirty  American  prisoners  from 
the  prison  ships  in  New  York  to  New  London,  in  Connecticut. 
Such  was  the  condition  in  which  these  poor  creatures  were  put 
on  board  the  cartel,  that  in  that  short  run,  sixteen  died  on  board  ; 
upwards  of  sixty,  when  they  were  landed,  were  scarcely  able 
to  move,  and  the  remainder  greatly  emaciated  and  enfeebled ; 
and  many  who  continue  alive,  are  never  likely  to  recover  their 
former  health.  The  greatest  inhumanity  was  experienced  by 
the  prisoners  in  a  ship  of  which  one  Kelson,  a  Scotchman,  had 
the  superintendence.  Upwards  of  three  hundred  American 
prisoners  were  confined  at  a  time  on  board  this  ship.  There 
was  but  one  small  fireplace  allowed  to  cook  the  food  of  sucli 
a  number.  The  allowance  of  the  prisoners  was,  moreover,  fre- 
quently delayed,  insomuch  that  in  the  short  days  xc\Mn*g 
of  November  and  December,  it  was  not  begun  to  prl*on  Shlp- 
be  delivered  out  till  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  so  that  the 
whole  could  not  be  served  till  three  o'clock.  At  sunset  the 
fire  was  ordered  to  be  quenched  ;  no  plea  for  the  many  sick, 
from  their  absolute  necessity,  the  shortness  of  the  time,  and  the 
smallness  of  the  hearth,  was  allowed  to  avail.  Ther  known  con- 
sequence was,  some  had  not  their  food  dressed  at  all ;  many 
were  obliged  to  eat  it  half  raw.  On  board  this  ship,  no  flour, 
oatmeal,  and  things  of  like  nature,  suited  to  the  condition  of 
infirm  people,  were  allowed  to  the  many  sick ;  nothing  but 
ship  bread,  beef  and  pork.  This  is  the  account  given  by  a 
number  of  prisoners,  who  are  credible  persons ;  and  this  is  but 
a  part  of  their  sufferings ;  so  that  the  excuse  made  by  the  ene- 
my, that  the  prisoners  were  emaciated,  and  died  by  a  conta- 
gions sickness,  which  no  one  could  prevent,  is  futile.  It  re- 
quires no  great  sagacity  to  know,  that  crowding  people  together 
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without  fresh  air,  and  feeding,  or  rather  starving  them  in  snch 
a  manner  as  the  prisoners  have  been,  must  unavoidably  pro- 
duce a  contagion.    Nor  is  it  want  of  candor  to  suppose,  that 
many  of  our  enemies  saw  with  pleasure  this  contagion,  which 
might  have  been  so  easily  prevented,  among  the  prisoners  who 
could  not  be  persuaded  to  enter  their  service.    Some  of  them, 
no  doubt,  thought  they  acted  in  all  this  with  the  true  spirit  of 
the  British  Parliament,  who  began  hostilities  against  America 
by  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston,  interdicting  the  fishery'  and 
those  branches  of  trade  that  were  deemed  necessary  to  our  sub- 
sistence ;  and  when  some  members  objected  to  the  cruelty  of 
6uch  acts,  some  well-known  friends  to  the  ministry  had  the  face 
to  ring  in  the  ears  of  others,  Starvation,  starvation  to  the  rebels 
— starvation  is  the  only  thing  that  will  bring  them  to  their 
senses!    In  short,  the  inhumanity  of  the  Britons,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  this  war,  and  through  every  stage  of  it,  is  without 
a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  any  civilized  nation.    These  things 
ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  though  some  would  fain  wink 
them  out  of  sight.    We  are  not,  indeed,  to  resolve  never  to 
make  peace  with  our  enemies,  but  never  to  make  a  peace  that 
will  leave  it  in  their  power  to  act  over  again  their  intolerable 
oppressions  and  cruelties.     We  can  never  secure  ourselves 
against  this,  but  by  maintaining,  at  all  adventures,  the  sover- 
eignty and  independence  of  these  States.    Nothing  but  this 
can  effectually  prevent  the  present  generation  from  enduring 
the  severest  punishment  for  their  noble  resistance  to  the  tyr- 
anny of  Britain,  nor  our  posterity  from  groaning  throughout 
all  generations  under  the  most  abject  and  cruel  bondage.1 

February  7. — Yesterday  being  the  anniversary  of  forming 
the  alliance  between  France  and  the  United  States,  the  honor- 
able the  Congress  at  Philadelphia  gave  a  public  entertainment 
to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  at  which  the  following  toasts  were  drank, 
under  the  discharge  of  cannon : 

1.  May  the  alliance  between  France  and  the  United  States 

1  New  Hampshire  Garette,  February  9. 
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be  perpetual.  2.  The  United  States.  3.  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty.  4.  The  Queen  of  France.  5.  His  Most  Catholic  Maj- 
esty. 6.  The  Princes  of  the  House  of  Bourbon.  Ann,venttrrof 
7.  Success  to  the  allied  arms.  8.  General  Wash-  French  AUianw- 
ington  and  the  army.  9.  The  friends  of  liberty  in  every  part 
of  the  world.  10.  May  the  new  constellation  rise  to  the  ze- 
nith.  11.  May  the  American  stripes  bring  Great  Britain  to  rea- 
son. 12.  The  memory  of  the  patriots  who  have  nobly  fallen 
in  defence  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  America.  13. 
A  safe  and  honorable  peace. 

The  cheerfulness  which  existed  in  the  company  upon  the 
happy  occasion  of  their  being  assembled  was  not  to  be  exceed- 
ed, and  a  thousand  brilliancies,  alluding  to  the  alliance,  were 
uttered.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  every  true  American 
and  every  true  Frenchman  will  contribute  his  efforts  to  pre- 
serve that  connection  which  is  formed  by  the  alliance,  and 
which  is  so  necessary  to  the  happiness  and  aggrandizement  of 
both  nations.  Their  mutual  interests  dictate  such  a  conduct  in 
the  strongest  and  most  affectionate  terms.  The  principles  of 
the  alliance  are  founded  in  true  policy  and  equal  justice ;  and  it 
is  highly  probable  that  mankind  will  have  cause  to  rejoice  in 
this  union  which  has  taken  place  between  two  nations ;  the 
one  the  most  puissant  in  the  old,  and  the  other  the  most  pow- 
erful in  the  new  world.1 

February  10. — Last  Tuesday,  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  a  party  of  the  new  levies  from  Staten  Island  went 
into  Woodbridge,  New  Jersey,  and  marched  up 

British  n*vcnt 

into  the  town,  undiscovered,  to  the  house  of  N«*  J(?««r- 
Charles  Jackson,  in  which  there  happened  to  lay  that  night  a 
scout  of  Continental  troops  from  Bonem  Town,  consisting  of 
twelve  men.  The  sentinel  did  not  discover  them  till  they  had 
well-nigh  surrounded  the  house,  it  being  very  dark,  when  he 
fired  and  ran  off,  making  his  escape ;  the  rest  being  unfortu- 
nately asleep,  were  taken  by  surprise  without  making  any  resist- 
ance.   Their  principal  object  was  Captain  Nathaniel  Fitz  Ran- 
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dolph,  who  lived  at  this  house.  lie  had  just  returned  from 
Statcn  Island,  having  been  over  there  with  a  small  party,  chief 
of  the  night,  and  was  but  a  few  minutes  in  the  house  before 
he  was  alarmed  by  the  firing  of  the  sentinel,  when  they  in- 
stantly rushed  into  the  house  and  seized  him  and  Mr.  Jackson, 
with  the  scout.  The  party  had  gone  before  the  inhabitants 
had  time  to  collect,  without  doing  any  other  damage  except 
plundering  the  house  of  a  few  trifling  articles,  taking  the  shoe 
buckles  out  of  the  women's  shoes,  which  was  as  little,  or  more 
than  could  be  expected,  considering  the  usual  practice  of  the 
British  troops,  as  the  men  were  restrained  from  plundering  by 
their  officer,  said  to  be  a  Captain  Ryerson,  of  Buskirk's  regi- 
ment, who  seemed  actuated  by  principles  of  honor  and  human- 
ity ;  and  upon  this  occasion  imitated  the  laudable  example 
of  Captain  Randolph,  who  has  not  only  distinguished  himself 
by  his  activity  and  bravery,  but  by  his  politeness  and  gener- 
osity towards  such  as  he  hath  taken  prisoners,  never  allowing 
his  men  to  plunder — a  practice  most  ignominious  and  base,  by 
which  Britons  have,  in  the  present  contest  with  America, 
greatly  disgraced  themselves,  and  deserve  to  be  forever  de- 
spised, in  which  their  principal  officers  have  joined,  and  so  sunk 
themselves  to  a  level  with  the  meanest  pilfering  soldier.1 

Fehbuaey  18. — This  day,  the  anniversary  of  the  alliance 
with  France  was  celebrated  at  Pluckemin,  in  the  Jerseys,  at  a 
c<«iebrmtion  *t  vei7  elegant  entertainment  and  display  of  fire- 
riuckeinin.  workfl  given  by  General  Knox,  and  the  officers  of 
the  corps  of  artillery.  It  was  postponed  to  this  late  day  on 
account  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  absence  from 
camp. 

General  Washington,  the  principal  officers  of  the  army, 
Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Greene,  Mrs.  Knox,  the  gentlemen  and 
ladies  for  a  large  circuit  round  the  camp,  were  of  the  company. 
Besides  these,  there  was  a  vast  concourse  of  spectators  from 
every  part  of  the  Jerseys.* 

A  correspondent  gives  the  following  account  of  the  rejoic- 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  February  17.  «  Same,  March  3. 
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ings: — "  On  Thursday,  the  18th,  I  rode  from  my  lodging,  near 
that  celebrated  spot  where  General  Dickinson,  in  1777,  took 
from  the  enemy  a  large  number  of  wagons,  horses,  &c,  with 
but  a  handful  of  raw  militia,  to  a  place  about  eight  or  nine 
miles  distant,  called  Pluckemin,  where  the  artillery  have  their 
winter  quarters.  The  huts  of  this  corps  are  situated  on  a  ris- 
ing ground,  at  a  small  distance  from  the  road,  and  unfold  them- 
selves in  a  very  pretty  manner  as  you  approach.  A  range  of 
field-pieces,  mortars,  howitzers,  and  heavy  cannon,  make  the 
front  line  of  a  parallelogram ;  the  other  sides  are  composed  of 
huts  for  the  officers  and  privates ;  there  is  also  an  academy 
where  lectures  are  read  on  tactics  and  gunnery,  and  work  huts 
for  those  employed  in  the  laboratory,  all  very  judiciously  ar- 
ranged. This  military  village  is  superior,  in  some  respects,  to 
most  of  those  I  had  seen.  Its  regularity,  its  appearance,  and 
the  ground  on  which  it  stands,  throws  over  it  a  look  of  en- 
chantment, although  it  is  no  more  than  the  work  of  a  few 
weeks. 

"  I  am  told  the  great  philosopher  and  warrior  of  Prussia 
thinks  it  no  dishonor  to  copy  General  Washington  in  the  mode 
of  quartering  his  troops.  Indeed,  this  way  of  wintering  an 
army  has  every  thing  to  recommend  it,  and  more  especially  in 
America,  where  a  great  plenty  of  wood  naturally  points  to 
such  a  practice.  Little  aid  from  the  country  is  required ;  and 
the  hands  that  would  be  necessary  for  the  sawing  and  trans- 
porting timber  for  barracks  are,  by  this  means,  given  up  to 
the  culture  of  our  lands,  or  other  useful  employments. 

"  His  excellency  the  commander-in-chief  arrived  from  his 
head-quarters  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington was  in  a  carriage,  accompanied  by  that  steady  friend  to 
the  rights  of  mankind,  Mr.  Laurens,  the  late  President  of  Con- 
gress. I  had  also  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  Duer,  late  a  mem- 
ber of  that  honorable  body  from  the  State  of  New  York. 

"  I  was  introduced  to  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Greene,  Mrs. 

Knox,  and  a  circle  of  brilliants,  the  least  of  which  seemed  more 

valuable  than  that  stone  of  immense  price  which  the  King  of 

Portugal  received  from  his  Brazilian  possessions. 

"  About  four  o'clock  the  occasion  wras  announced  by  a  dis- 
42 
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charge  of  thirteen  round  of  cannon.  We  then  repaired  to  the 
academy  to  dinner.  The  company  was  composed  of  the  most 
respectable  gentlemen  and  ladies  for  a  considerable  circuit 
round  the  camp,  and  as  many  of  the  officers  of  the  army  as 
could  possibly  attend. 

"  I  had,  till  now,  only  seen  the  outside  of  the  academy.  It 
was  raised  several  feet  above  the  other  buildings,  and  capped 
with  a  small  cupola,  which  had  a  very  good  effect.  The  great 
room  was  fifty  feet  by  thirty,  arched  in  an  agreeable  manner, 
and  neatly  plastered  within.  At  the  lower  end  of  the  room 
was  a  small  inclosure,  elevated  above  the  company,  where  the 
preceptor  to  the  park  gave  his  military  lessons.  This  was  con- 
verted into  an  orchestra,  where  the  music  of  the  army  enter- 
tained the  company.  The  style  of  the  dinner  was  of  that  happy 
kind,  between  the  extremes  of  parade  and  unmeaning  profu- 
sion, and  a  too  great  sparingness  and  simplicity  of  dishes.  Its 
luxury  could  not  have  displeased  a  republican.  The  toasts 
were  descriptive  of  the  day,  while  the  joy  and  complacency  of 
the  company  could  have  given  umbrage  to  none,  except  our 
enemies  the  British. 

"  Just  as  night  came  on,  we  were  called  upon  to  the  exhibi- 
tion of  fireworks.  These  were  under  the  direction  of  Colonel 
Stevens,  of  the  artillery.  The  eye  was  very  agreeably  struck 
with  the  frontispiece  of  a  temple,  about  one  hundred  feet  in 
length.  It  was  divided  into  thirteen  arches,  each  arch  embel- 
lished with  an  illuminated  painting,  allegoric  of  the  progress 
of  our  empire,  or  the  wise  policy  of  our  alliance ;  the  centre 
arch  was  ornamented  with  a  pediment,  and  proportion  ably 
larger  than  the  others ;  the  whole  supported  by  a  colonnade  of 
the  Corinthian  order.  The  different  works  in  pyrotechny  were 
very  agreeably  disposed,  and  displayed  to  great  advantage. 

"  In  all  public  rejoicings  I  make  it  a  point  to  mix  with  the 
multitude ;  if  they  are  not  pleased,  the  demonstration  may  be 
considered  as  wrong.  In  the  present  instance  I  was  charmed 
to  find  that  every  man's  heart  went  along  with  the  occasion. 

"  When  the  fireworks  were  finished,  the  company  returned 
to  the  academy ;  the  same  room  that  had  served  to  dine  in 
dcrved  to  dance  in  j  the  tables  were  removed,  and  had  left  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


1779.] 


CELKDRATION  AT  rLUCKEMIJf. 


659 


range  for  about  thirty  couple,  to  foot  it  to  no  indifferent  measure. 
As  it  was  a  festival  given  by  men  who  had  not  enriched  them- 
wives  by  the  war,  the  lights  were  cheap,  and  of  their  own 
manufacture ;  the  seats  the  work  of  their  own  artisans ;  and 
for  knights  of  different  orders,  there  were  hardy  soldiers,  happy 
in  the  thought  of  having  some  hand  in  bringing  round  what 
they  were  celebrating. 

"  The  ball  was  opened  by  his  excellency  the  general.  When 
this  man  unbends  from  his  station,  and  its  weighty  functions, 
he  is  even  then  like  a  philosopher,  who  mixes  with  the  amuse- 
ments of  the  world,  that  he  may  teach  it  what  is  right,  or  turn 
its  trifles  into  instruction. 

"  As  it  is  too  late  in  the  day  for  me  to  follow  the  windings 
of  a  fiddle,  I  contented  myself  with  the  conversation  of  some 
one  or  other  of  the  ladies  during  the  interval  of  dancing.  I 
was  particularly  amused  with  the  lively  sallies  of  a  Miss  *  *  *, 
asking  her  if  the  roaring  of  the  British  lion  in  his  late  speech 
did  not  interrupt  the  spirit  of  the  dance  ?  *  Not  at  all,'  said 
she,  *  it  rather  enlivens ;  for  I  have  heard  that  such  animals 
always  increase  their  bowlings  when  most  frightened.  And 
do  you  not  think,'  added  she,  'yon,  who  should  know  more 
than  young  girls,  that  he  has  real  cause  of  apprehension  from 
the  large  armaments  and  honorable  purposes  of  the  Span- 
iards?' 4 So,'  said  I,  'you  suppose  that  the  King  of  Spain 
acts  in  politics  as  the  ladies  do  in  affairs  of  love,  smile  in  a 
man's  face,  while  they  are  spreading  out  the  net  which  is  to 
entangle  him  for  life.'  'At  what  season,'  replied  the  fair, 
with  a  glance  of  ineffable  archness,  '  do  men  lose  the  power  of 
paying  such  compliments?' 

"  If  I  have  looked  on  the  whole  sex  with  an  equal  eye  of 
observance,  I  here  confess  the  atrocious  philosophy ;  and  were 
it  not  too  late,  I  should  wish  to  lead  down  the  remainder  of  the 
dance  with  so  sweetly  vivacious  a  partner.  But,  alas!  my 
dear  friend,  you  will  booh  find  that  sixty  is  a  better  security 
against  the  hot-spur  passions  of  man,  than  those  beautiful  icicles 
that  Shakspcare  tells  us  are  curled  of  purest  snow,  and  hung 
up  » on  Diana's  temple,'  for  the  benefit,  we  may  suppose,  of 
her  chaste  attendants. 
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"  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  have  ever  been  more  pleased  on 
any  occasion,  or  in  so  large  a  company.  There  could  not 
have  been  less  than  sixty  ladies.  I  had  no  eyes  to  encounter 
that  6hot  forward  in  rays  of  studied  superiority,  nor  any  of 
those  conscious  interchanges,  too  often  the  result  of  great  ex- 
perience and  knowledge.  Through  the  whole,  there  was  a  re- 
markable style  of  looks  and  behavior,  undebauched  by  British 
manners  or  British  entertainments.  Their  charms  were  of  that 
kind  which  give  a  proper  determination  to  the  spirits,  and  per- 
manency to  the  affections.  More  than  once  I  imagined  myself 
in  a  circle  of  Samnites,  where  beauty  and  fidelity  were  made 
subservient  to  the  interest  of  the  State,  and  reserved  for  such 
citizens  as  had  distinguished  themselves  in  battle. 

"  Is  it  that  the  women  of  Jersey,  by  holding  the  space  be- 
tween two  large  cities,  have  continued  exempt  from  the  cor- 
ruptions of  either,  and  preserved  a  purity  of  manners  superior 
to  both  ?  Or  have  I  paid  too  great  attention  to  their  charms, 
and  too  little  to  those  imperfections,  which  observers  tell  us, 
are  the  natural  growth  of  every  soil  t " 1 

February  22. — Tire  attention  of  all  ranks  of  people  is  fixed 
upon  the  expectation  of  hearing  the  important  intelligence, 
which,  it  is  said,  the  Congress  received  a  few  davs 

News  from  Spain  * 

ago  from  abroad,  and  the  contents  of  which,  it  is 
added,  they  are  in  honor  and  policy  bound  not  to  divulge  at 
present.  There  are  various  reports  about  it,  but  the  two  fol- 
lowing are  all  we  can  get  any  particulars  of  at  this  time :  One 
is,  that  the  Spaniards  have  acceded  to  the  independence  of 
America,  have  agreed  to  assist  France  with  thirty  sail  of  the 
line,  and  lend  the  United  States  of  America  thirty  millions  of 
dollars,  as  they  can  better  spare  money  than  their  troops  at  so 
great  a  distance.  The  other  is,  that  the  Dutch  have  agreed  to 
Th«  supply  the  Americans  with  a  considerable  loan, 
Dutch  loml  wh jch  i8  t0  ]je  guaranteed  by  France.  Whatever 
be  the  intelligence,  it  is  certain  that  the  price  of  goods  and 


Pennsylvania  Packet,  March  6. 
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hard  money  has  fallen  greatly  since  an  express  boat  arrived 
last  week ;  but  what  part  she  comes  from  is  also  a  secret. 

February  26. — Yesterday  morning  a  body  of  the  British, 
consisting  of  the  42d  and  33d  regiments,  and  the  light  infantry 
of  the  guards,  in  number  about  a  thousand,  com-  British  r^nt^on 
manded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stirling,  attempted  k*w  J«««jr. 
to  surprise  the  troops  and  inhabitants  of  Elizabethtown. 
They  embarked  at  Long  Island  the  evening  before,  about  seven 
o'clock,  and  landed  on  the  Salt  Meadows,  better  than  a  mile 
to  the  left  of  Crane's  ferry,  between  two  and  three  in  the 
morning.  From  thence  they  were  conducted  through  a  very 
difficult  marsh  to  "Woodruff's  farms,  which  lies  directly  to  the 
left  of  the  town. 

The  guard  at  Crane's  ferry  having  discovered  their  land- 
ing, immediately  despatched  the  intelligence  to  town,  where 
the  alarm  being  sounded,  the  troops  were  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  collect.  The  number  and  movements  of  the  enemy 
remaining  doubtful  by  reason  of  the  darkness,  the  troops  were 
marched  to  the  rear  of  the  town,  where  the  Whig  inhabitants 
likewise  retired. 

A  detachment  of  the  enemy  was  despatched  to  the  govern- 
or's house,'  while  the  main  body  advanced  to  the  skirts  of  the 
town,  and  from  thence  proceeded  along  the  rear  until  they  fell 
into  the  Brunswick  road  on  the  right.  The  governor  happened 
to  be  absent  from  home  that  night,  but  if  he  had  not,  they 
would  have  been  unsuccessful  in  this  instance  likewise,  as  the 
family  received  timely  notice  of  their  approach." 

1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  March  16.  »  Governor  William  Livingston. 

1  The  only  part  of  the  governor's  family  in  the  house,  were  two  young  ladies, 
his  daughters,  who  had  been  alarmed  before  the  enemy  made  their  appearance, 
just  long  enough  to  dress  themselves.  On  demanding  his  papers,  after  having 
made  a  fruitless  search  for  his  person,  his  eldest  daughter,  with  great  composure, 
carried  the  officers  to  a  drawer  filled  with  intercepted  letters  from  London,  taken 
In  a  British  vessel,  which  they  pocketed  with  the  greatest  avidity,  and  after  hav- 
ing loaded  themselves  with  port  of  the  precion*  intelligence,  carried  oflT  the  re- 
mainder in  the  drawer  itself.  The  officers  in  general  behaved  with  great  polite- 
ness, and  exerted  themselves  In  preventing  the  soldiers  from  plundering. — New 
Jersey  Journal,  March  2. 
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Finding  themselves  completely  disappointed  in  every  ex- 
pectation, they  made  their  visit  in  town  very  short;  however, 
during  their  small  halt,  they  set  fire  to  the  barracks,  the  school- 
house,'  (in  which  were  stored  some  few  articles  of  provision,) 
and  a  blacksmith's  shop.  So  soon  as  they  began  their  retreat 
to  their  boats,  General  Maxwell  marched  such  of  his  troops  as 
were  yet  in  reserve  against  their  rear ;  the  number  of  these, 
however,  was  small,  several  parties  having  been  detached  at 
different  times  to  hang  upon  thcin. 

About  half  way  between  the  town  and  ferry,  the  enemy 
perceiving  their  rear  in  danger,  from  the  sudden  advance  of 
our  troops,  and  the  assembling  of  the  militia,  faced  about  and 
paraded,  as  if  for  action.  A  few  well-directed  shot  from  our 
artillery  induced  them  to  renew  their  retreat,  leaving  two  dead 
on  the  field.  Perceiving  an  embarkation  at  the  ferry  would 
be  attended  with  considerable  hazard,  their  boats  were  moved 
better  than  a  mile  up  Newark  Bay,  while  the  troops  marched 
along  the  meadow's  edge,  in  many  places  up  to  their  middles 
in  mud  and  mire.  A  galley  and  two  or  three  gun  boats  cov- 
ered their  retreat  at  this  place. 

The  American  loss,  exclusive  of  a  few  aged  inhabitants 
whom  the  British  took  with  them,  but  have  since  sent  back, 
are,  one  private  killed,  two  officers,  to  wit,  Brigade  Major  Og- 
den  and  Lieutenant  Rencastle,  with  four  privates  wounded, 
and  seven  privates  missing.  Major  Ogden,  who  was  reconnoi- 
tering  the  enemy  shortly  after  their  landing,  very  narrowly 
escaped  being  made  prisoner ;  he  was  wounded  in  his  right 
side  by  a  bayonet,  but  we  hope  not  dangerously. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter,  chaplain  to  the  brigade,  on  return- 
ing from  the  governor's  house,  where  he  had  been  to  give  the 
alarm,  was  made  prisoner  by  them  in  the  night,  but  he  had 
the  address  very  soon  after  to  make  his  escape. 

The  enemy's  loss  we  cannot  ascertain,  except  the  two  killed, 
whom  they  left  behind,  two  made  prisoners,  and  one  boat 

1  To  the  honor  of  the  sex,  it  la  to  be  remembered,  that  while  the  school-house, 
which  had  been  made  a  repository  for  provision*,  wai  on  fire,  the  women,  aban- 
doning their  own  houses  and  effects,  rescued  the  public  stores  from  the  flames  wkh 
indefatigable  alacrity. — iVcw  Jersey  Journal,  March  2. 
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taken.  Cornelius  Hetfield,  Smith  Iletfield,  and  Captain  Luce, 
late  of  Elizabethtown,  were  their  principal  guides.  They  had 
collected  a  considerable  number  of  horned  cattle  and  horses, 
but  their  retreat  was  so  precipitate,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  them  behind.' 

February  27. — Xight  before  last,  at  eleven  o'clock,  the 
17th,  44th,  and  57th  British  regiments,  the  Hessian  regiment 
du  corps,  Colonel  Emmerick's  chasseurs  and  dra-  Tryon<9  De#ccnt 
goons,  Colonel  Robinson's  provincial  battalion,  on  Horeo  Ncck- 
and  a  detachment  of  the  royal  artillery,  under  the  command 
of  Major-General  Tryon,  marched  from  King's  Bridge,  and 
proceeded  to  Horse  Neck,  in  Connecticut,  where  they  arrived 
at  ten  o'clock  yesterday  morning. 

At  their  first  entering  the  town,  a  body  of  rebel  troops  sta- 
tioned there,  under  the  command  of  General  Putnam,  fired  a 
few  random  shot,  but  soon  retreated  in  great  confusion,  leaving 
their  three  field-pieces  (six-pounders)  behind  them,  which  his 
excellency  *  ordered  to  be  spiked  up,  and  the  trunnions  knocked 
off,  also  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  and  stores  found  there 
to  be  destroyed.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  17th, 
with  that  regiment,  and  part  of  the  44th,  was  immediately  de- 
tached to  Greenwich,  where  he  destroyed  twenty-six  salt  pans, 
a  great  quantity  of  salt,  a  large  new  schooner,  and  two  small 
vessels ;  after  which  he  joined  the  detachment  at  Horse  Neck, 
when  the  general,  being  informed  that  the  rebels  in  that  vicin- 
ity would  be  able  to  collect  one  thousand  Continental  and 
militia  troops,  early  the  next  morning,  determined  to  march  at 
four  o'clock.  The  troops  passed  many  defiles,  and  got  over 
Byram  Twiver  before  dusk,  the  rebels  annoying  the  rear  with  a 
considerable  fire,  but  soon  after  quitted  the  pursuit.  The  troops 
continued  their  march,  and  arrived  at  King's  Bridge  this  after- 
noon at  about  four  o'clock.  This  service  was  performed  with 
a  trifling  loss,  and  the  men  who  are  missing,  through  excessive 
fatigue,  are  hourly  expected  in.* 


1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  March  3.  •  General  Tryon. 

»  Rivington's  Gazette,  March  3.  General  Putnam,  in  an  official  letter  from  the 
camp  at  Reading,  gircs  the  following  account  of  thia  expedition :— "  A  detach- 
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March  4. — Yesterday,  the  British  forces,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Prevost,  defeated  a  party  of  General  Lincoln's 
army,  under  General  Ashe,  near  the  junction  of  Briar  Creek 

merit  from  the  enemy  at  King's  Bridge,  consisting  of  the  17th,  44th,  and  57th 
British  regiments,  one  of  the  Hessians,  and  two  of  new  levies,  marched  from  their 
lines  for  Horse  Neck,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  ultimo,  with  an  intention  of  sur- 
prising the  troops  at  that  place,  and  destroying  the  salt  works. 

"A  captain  and  thirty  men  were  sent  from  our  advanced  lines  from  Horse 
Neck,  who  discovered  the  enemy  at  New  Rochelle,  in  advance.  They  retired  be- 
fore them  undiscovered,  as  far  as  Rye  Neck,  where  it  growing  light,  the  enemy 
observed  and  attacked  them.  They  defended  themselves  as  well  as  possible,  aud 
made  their  way  good  to  Saw  pi  Us,  where  they  took  advantage  of  a  commanding 
piece  of  ground  and  made  some  little  stand ;  but  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy 
obliged  them  to  retire  over  Byram  Bridge,  which  they  took  up,  and  by  that  mcana 
had  an  opportunity  of  reaching  Horse  Neck  in  safety. 

*'  As  I  was  there  myself  to  see  the  situation  of  the  guards,  I  had  the  troops 
formed  on  a  hiD  by  tbe  meeting-house,  ready  to  receive  the  enemy  as  they  ad- 
vanced. They  came  on  briskly,  and  I  soon  discovered  that  their  design  was  to 
turn  our  flanks  and  possess  themselves  of  a  defile  in  our  rear,  which  would  effect- 
ually prevent  our  retreat.  I  therefore  ordered  parties  out  on  both  flanks,  with 
directions  to  give  me  information  of  their  approach,  that  we  might  retire  in  sea- 
son. In  the  mean  time  a  column  advanced  up  the  main  road,  where  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  (amounting  only  to  about  sixty)  were  posted.  We  discharged  some 
old  field-pieces  which  were  there  a  few  times,  and  gave  them  a  small  fire  of  mus- 
ketry, but  without  any  considerable  effect;  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy  soon 
obliged  our  small  detachment  to  abandon  the  place. 

"  I  therefore  directed  the  troops  to  retire  and  form  on  a  hill  a  little  distance 
from  Horse  Neck,  while  I  proceeded  to  Stamford  and  collected  a  body  of  militia 
and  a  few  Continental  troops  which  were  there,  with  which  I  returned  immediately, 
and  found  that  the  enemy  (after  plundering  the  inhabitants  of  the  principal  part 
of  their  effects,  and  destroying  a  few  salt  works,  a  small  sloop,  and  store)  were 
on  their  return.  The  officer  commanding  the  Continental  troops  stationed  at 
Horse  Neck,  mistook  my  orders,  and  went  much  farther  than  I  intended,  so  that 
he  could  not  come  up  with  them  to  any  advantage.  I  however  ordered  the  few 
troops  that  came  from  Stamford  to  pursue  them,  thinking  they  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  pick  up  some  stragglers.  In  this  I  was  not  mistaken,  as  your 
Excellency  will  see  by  the  list  of  prisoners.  Besides  these,  eight  or  nine  more 
were  taken  and  sent  off,  so  that  I  cannot  tell  to  which  particular  regiments  they 
belonged ;  one  ammunition  and  one  baggage  wagon  were  taken.  In  the  former 
there  were  about  two  hundred  rounds  of  canister,  grape,  and  round  shot,  suited  to 
three-pounders,  some  slow  matches,  and  about  two  hundred  tubes ;  the  latter  was 
filled  with  plunder,  which  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  restoring  to  the  inhabitants 
from  whom  it  was  taken.  As  I  have  not  yet  got  a  return,  I  cannot  tell  exactly 
the  number  we  lost,  though  I  don't  think  more  than  ten  soldiers,  and  about  that 
number  of  inhabitants,  but  a  few  of  which  were  in  arms."— Barber^  Connecticut, 
p.  381. 
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and  the  Savannah  River.  The  following  is  the  British  account 
of  the  affair: — "The  rebel  army  having  penetrated,  with  near 
two  thousand  men,  partly  Continentals  and  part-  0(>noniI  uh9  4t 
ly  militia,  as  far  as  Miller's  burnt  bridge,  on  *rf»*ercek. 
Briar  Creek,  Colonel  Prevost  thought  prudent  to  allow  them 
to  repair  it,  and  to  draw  them  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek 
before  they  were  attacked ;  but  infonnation  being  received 
that  they  had  sent  off  all  their  carts  and  wagons  to  Burton's 
ferry,  over  Savannah  River,  and  proceeding  but  slowly  in  the 
repairs  of  the  bridge,  the  colonel  concluded  that  they  had  no 
further  object  in  view,  and  that  they  meant  to  return  shortly, 
in  consequence  of  which,  he  ordered  the  first  battalion  of  the 
71st  regiment,  with  about  ono  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Caro- 
lina volunteers,  to  proceed  to  Buck  Creek,  three  miles  6outh 
of  the  burnt  bridge,  in  order  to  mask  the  advance  corps,  with 
which  he  took  a  circuit  of  fifty  miles  in  order  to  come  on  their 
rear,  and  attack  them  with  five  field-pieces,  about  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  regulars,  and  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  or 
two  hundred  of  the  Carolina  volunteers  and  rangers.  The 
march  was  begun  privately  on  the  first  day  of  March,  in  the 
evening.  The  troops  marched  all  night,  and  arrived  about  ten 
o'clock  the  next  day,  at  a  place  where  the  rebels  had  lately  de- 
stroyed a  bridge.  A  temporary  one  was  constructed,  but  for 
want  of  grapnels  and  cables,  could  not  stand  the  strength  of 
the  current,  the  creek  being  both  wide  and  rapid.  A  pontoon 
was  then  substituted,  and  though  it  occasioned  considerable 
delay,  the  troops  and  artillery  were  carried  over  before  day- 
break on  the  third  instant.  The  light  infantry  and  the  horse 
had  been  sent  forward  the  preceding  evening,  to  prevent  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  to  conceal  the  intended  movement. 
The  scouts  gave  advice  that  they  had  discovered  some  parties 
of  ^he  enemy,  when  they  were  reinforced  with  a  view  to  attack 
them,  and  to  prevent  their  retreat  to  tho  main  body  of  their 
army,  and  at  the  same  time  to  conceal  the  march  of  the  regu- 
lar troops.  In  the  attack,  part  of  them  escaped  over  the  river, 
having  a  ferry  there,  a  few  of  them  were  taken,  and  some  saved 
themselves  by  the  great  speed  of  their  horses;  but  as  they  had 
not  discovered  the  troops,  it  gave  no  kind  of  apprehension  that 
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it  would  alarm  them,  otherwise  than  to  induce  them  to  Bend  a 
party  in  quest  of  the  scout  we  had  shown  in  the  rear. 

"  The  prisoners  we  had  taken  concurred  in  their  declaration, 
that  the  rebels  were  unapprised  of  the  vicinity  of  any  enemies, 
and  trusting  much  to  their  superiority  in  numbers,  were  in  the 
most  perfect  security.  They  also  said  that  Major  Ross,  with 
three  hundred  light  horse,  had  joined  their  army  the  preceding 
evening. 

"  The  troops  continued  their  march,  and  by  half  after  four 
in  the  afternoon,  the  flying  parties  of  horse  drove  in  the  ene- 
my's picket,  and  took  some  prisoners,  who  informed  us  that 
they  knew  not  of  any  number  of  troops  but  only  a  few  scouters 
coming.  The  troops  were  rapidly  formed,  with  the  light  in- 
fantry on  the  right ,  and  two  field-pieces  were  ordered  to  pene- 
trate by  a  road  leading:  towards  the  left  of  the  rebel  arm  v. 
The  centre  was  composed  of  the  2d  battalion  71st,  with  some 
rangers,  and  Carolina  foot  on  their  left,  and  one  howitzer  and 
two  six-pounders  in  their  front.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty 
horse  were  ordered  to  take  the  left  of  the  whole,  to  turn  the 
right  flank  of  the  enemy.  A  reserve  was  formed  about  four 
hundred  yards  to  the  rear,  and  consisted  of  three  companies  of 
grenadiers  from  Florida,  and  a  troop  of  dragoons.  About  forty 
or  fifty  riflemen  were  posted  to  ambuscade  a  place  through 
which  the  rebels  might  attempt,  under  cover  of  a  swamp  and 
thicket,  to  attack  our  left  and  rear. 

"  The  enemy  began  a  scattering  fire  of  musketry,  and  fired 
some  cannon,  but  were  put  to  flight  in  an  instant.  They  could 
not  stand  the  spirited  attack  of  Sir  James  Baird's  light  infantry 
on  our  right,  and  from  that  instant  the  success  of  the  day  was 
decided.  They  were  pursued  to  the  creek,  into  which,  after 
throwing  away  their  arms,  the  most  active  plunged  and  escaped 
by  swimming ;  their  right  had  no  means  of  escaping,  but  oy^r 
a  lagoon  very  deep  and  broad,  and  then  to  cross  the  river  Sa- 
vannah. In  that  place,  numbers  have  been  drowned  and  per- 
ished, many  were  killed  in  the  pursuit,  and  about  one  hundred 
taken  prisoners.  General  Ashe,  the  commanding  officer  of  their 
army,  with  some  other  officers  of  note,  were  mistaken  by  the 
2d  battalion  71st  for  some  of  our  own  people,  as  they  passed 
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by  them  and  took  off  their  hats.  Brigadier-General  Elbert, 
Colonel  M'lntosh,  two  other  colonels,  and  twenty-three  more 
officers  have  been  taken,  seven  pieces  of  cannon,  several  stand 
of  colors,  their  baggage,  arms,  ammunition,  and  every  thing, 
in  short,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  brave,  victorious  troops. 
Not  a  whole  platoon  of  the  rebel  army  escaped  together,  on 
our  right  or  left.  The  panic  occasioned  by  the  terror  of  the 
bayonet,  left  them  no  alternative  but  that  of  plunging  into  the 
water,  many  of  which,  we  are  since  informed,  have  been  met 
without  any  other  clothes  but  a  shirt  and  breeches,  and  with- 
out arms,  numbers  of  them  badly  wounded ;  few  would  have 
escaped  if  night  had  not  come  on  so  soon. 

"The  loss  on  our  side  was  one  officer  wounded,  five  pri- 
vates killed,  and  ten  wounded  ;  that  of  the  enemy,  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  killed  in  the  pursuit,  vast  numbers  were 
drowned,  and  the  rest  rendered  useless,  having  lost  their  arms 
and  clothes. 

"The  coolness  and  intrepidity  of  the  troops  was  conspicu- 
ous ;  not  a  word  was  heard  but  what  was  expressive  of  a  wish 
to  come  up  with  the  enemy ;  a  cheerful,  smiling  countenance 
appeared  on  every  side ;  the  confidence  of  the  troops  was,  to 
a  degree,  a  sure  and  certain  sign  of  the  success  they  met  with. 
Notwithstanding  every  fatigue,  and  even  want  of  provisions 
for  the  whole  day  of  the  engagement,  the  troops  formed,  ad- 
vanced rapidly,  changed  their  disposition,  and  manoeuvred 
with  as  much  ease  as  they  could  have  done  on  the  same  ground 
had  no  enemy  been  in  sight." 1 

1  New  York  Gazette,  March  29.  "The  British  account  of  this  action,"  says 
Clift  in  his  Diary,  "is  much  more  satisfactory  than  the  rumors  we  get  from  our 
own  people,  (the  Americans.)  There  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  some  one  is 
to  blame  for  the  defeat,  us  I  hear  the  position  was  good  and  the  men  were  willing  M 
Gordon  says :  "  Upon  the  appearance  of  the  British  light  infantry,  Ashe  said  to 
Elbert,  who  commanded  the  Continentals,  4  Sir,  you  had  better  advance  and  en- 
gage them.'  The  Continentals  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  rank  and  file;  but 
upon  Elbert's  ordering  them,  they  formed,  advanced  thirty  yards  in  front  of  the 
enemy,  and  commenced  a  very  sharp  fire  upon  them,  and  continued  it  ahout  fif- 
teen minutes.  Ashe  and  the  North  Carolina  militia  remained  about  one  hundred 
yards  in  the  rear,  entirely  inactive.  Instead  of  advancing  to  support  the  Conti- 
nentals they  were  struck  with  such  a  panic  at  being  so  completely  snrprised  thnt 
they  went  to  the  right  about,  and  fled  in  confusion  without  discharging  a  singlo 
musket." — History  rftJie  American  Revolution. 
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Sir  William  IIowe,  when  in  America,  says  a  correspond- 
ent in  London,  was  the  worst  general  that  ever  a  British  army 
was  cursed  with.  The  flower  of  our  troops,  which 
should  have  blossomed  in  the  full  bloom  of  vic- 
tory, and  have  extended  conquest  through  all  the  continent  of 
America,  was  permitted  to  wither  among  the  weeds  of  dissipa- 
tion, and  all  its  former  glory  to  fade  in  the  eyes  of  the  sur- 
rounding enemy.  Hundreds  of  young  men  were  ruined  at  the 
gaming  tables  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York — places  of  cer- 
tain destruction,  protected  and  countenanced  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. Our  officers  were  practising  at  the  dice-box, 
or  studying  the  chances  of  picquet,  when  they  should  have  been 
storming  towns,  and  crushing  the  spirit  of  rebellion ;  and  the 
harlot's  eye  glistened  with  wanton  pleasure  at  the  general's 
table  when  the  brightness  of  his  sword  should  have  reflected 
terror  on  the  face  of  the  rebels.  Cleopatra's  banquet  was  in 
continual  representation,  and  the  American  Antony  at  the 
head  of  each  feast. 

An  army  so  commanded,  or  rather  so  indulged,  might,  in- 
deed, to  the  general,  gain  the  applause  of  giddy  subalterns,  and 
the  thanks  of  gambling  veterans ;  no  wonder,  then,  that  a  tri- 
umphant arch  was  raised  to  the  hero's  fame :  but  to  a  soldier 
it  intimated  disgrace,  for  it  was  not  adorned  with  one  laurel 
of  victory.' 

Every  6tcp  that  General  IIowe  took  through  the  conrse  of 
his  most  lucrative  appointment,  is  now  known  to  the  people 
of  England.  The  general  of  middle  fortune,  and  yet  humble 
abilities,  has  returned  enriched  by  his  command,  and  dignified 
by  his  sovereign.  But  when  we  investigate  the  source  from 
whence  this  honor  and  these  riches  arose,  we  find  that  the  lat- 
ter was  owing  to  an  inaction  which  delayed  conquest  and  pro- 
longed the  war,  whilst  the  former  is  but  a  type  of  the  crimson 
stream  which  wantonly  flowed  at  Bunker's  Hill.1 

March  17. — It  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe,  by  way  of  rc- 

1  Alluding  to  the  Mischianza ;  see  page  578. 
•  "  Veutidius,"  Upcott,  r.  871. 
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freshing  some  people's  memories,  that  the  continent  of  North 
America  extends  from  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north,  where 
the  sun  scarce  deigns  to  cast  a  look,  to  the  south-  Rem,rk9  wp^u 
ern  climes  that  burn  beneath  his  vertical  rays,  and  ,u»  A,»crica- 
includes  all  the  variety  of  soil  and  climate — that  its  coast  is 
washed  by  the  Atlantic  for  fifteen  hundred  miles — that  it  is  in- 
tersected by  rivers  that  may  vie  with  the  Thames  and  the  Nile 
— that  it  extends  westward  as  far  as  the  imagination  can  trav- 
el, and  is  in  itself  an  inexhaustible  source  of  national  wealth 
and  strength. 

A  copper-colored  species  of  human  beings  occupy  the 
immense  tract  of  wilderness  in  common  with  wolves  and 
bears;  an  edging:  or  border  of  this  boundless  country  is  settled 
by  European  colonies,  all  of  which,  to  the  northward  of  the 
Mississippi,  appertain  to  the  British  empire.  Twelve  of  these 
colonies  are  at  present  in  rebellion,  but  if  fame  says  true, 
must,  ere  long,  return,  like  the  prodigal  son,  to  the  arms  of 
an  affectionate  though  offended  parent. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  revolted  provinces  may  bo  classed 
as  follows:  First,  avowed  loyalists,  who  not  only  refuse  to 
take  an  active  part  in  the  rebellion,  but  improve  every  oppor- 
tunity to  assist  the  King's  troops,  by  supplying  them  with  pro- 
visions, giving  intelligence,  bearing  arms,  tfce.  Many  of  these 
are  languishing  in  prisons,  and  several  have  been  executed  by 
the  rebels  in  solemn  mockery  of  justice. 

A  second  clans  consists  of  people  who,  though  well  wishers 
to  Great  Britain  and  her  cause,  arc  resolved  to  keep  in  terms 
with  the  powers  that  be.  These  pay  taxes,  subscribe  tests,  and 
take  oaths,  whenever  they  are  called  on;  but  notwithstanding 
their  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  the  rebels,  they  are 
looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye,  all  their  motions  are  watched, 
and  frequently,  especially  when  affairs  put  on  a  threatening 
aspect,  they  are  obliged  to  renew  their  oaths  of  allegiance  to 
the  States. 

A  third  sort  consider  themselves  as  independent  of  Great 
Britain,  and  wish  to  establish  some  permanent  system  of  gov- 
ernment amongst  themselves,  but  arc  always  opposed  by 

A  fourth  sort,  who  consider  all  government  as  dissolved, 
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and  themselves  m  a  state  of  absolute  liberty,  where  they  wish 
always  to  remain.  This  class  is  so  far  from  being  inconsider- 
able, that  in  several  counties  they  have  been  able  hitherto  to 
prevent  any  courts  being  opened,  and  to  render  every  attempt 
to  administer  justice  abortive. 

An  effort  was  made  in  Massachusetts  to  establish  a  form 
of  government,  but  a  doubt  was  started,  whether  it  was  the 
proper  business  of  the  few  or  the  many,  or  in  other  words, 
whether  such  a  measure  ought  to  originate  with  the  assembly 
or  the  people.  The  politicians  took  different  sides,  and  a  paper 
war  was  commenced.  The  assembly,  however,  undertook  to 
draw  the  outlines  of  a  model,  which  was  rejected  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  town,  so  that  at  present,  what  civil  government  they 
have,  is  the  remains  of  their  charter  institution,  and  consists  of 
a  council  and  house  of  representatives,  without  a  governor. 

The  dismission  of  John  Adams  from  the  rebel  embassy  at 
the  court  of  Versailles,  indicates  a  decline  of  the  influence  of 
the  northern  faction,  and  bodes  no  good  to  American  independ- 
ence. John  Adams  is  the  kinsman  and  creature  of  Samuel 
Adams,  the  Cromwell  of  New  England,  to  whose  intriguing 
arts  the  declaration  of  independence  is  in  a  great  measure  to 
be  attributed,  the  history  of  which  will  not  be  unentcrtaining. 

When  the  northern  delegates  broached  their  political  tenets 
in  Congress,  they  were  interrogated  by  some  of  the  southern 
ones,  whether  they  did  or  did  not  aim  at  independence,  to 
which  mark  their  violent  principles  seemed  to  tend  ?  Samuel 
Adams,  with  as  grave  a  face  as  hypocrisy  ever  wore,  affirmed 
they  did  not,  but  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  in  a  circle  of 
confidential  friends,  (as  he  took  them  to  be,)  confessed  that  the 
independence  of  the  colonics  had  been  the  great  object  of  his 
life;  that  whenever  he  had  met  with  a  youth  of  parts,  he  had 
endeavored  to  instil  such  notions  into  his  mind,  and  had  neg- 
lected no  opportunity,  either  in  public  or  in  private,  of  pre- 
paring the  way  for  that  event,  which  now,  thank  God,  was  at 
hand. 

lie  watched  the  favorable  moment  when,  by  pleading  the 
necessity  of  a  foreign  alliance,  and  urging  the  impracticability 
of  obtaining  it  without  a  declaration  of  independence,  he 
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finally  succeeded  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes;  but  now, 
at  the  first  attempt,  the  voices  in  Congress  are  collected  by 
colonies,  and  that  of  each  colony  is  determined  by  a  majority 
of  the  delegates  of  such  colony.  "When  a  majority  is  thus  ob- 
tained, no  protest  or  dissent  is  entered,  and  the  vote,  by  a  regu- 
lation coeval  with  the  Congress,  passes  for  unanimous.  On 
the  first  trial  there  were  but  6ix  votes  in  Congress  for  independ- 
ence, the  other  seven  being  against  it.  The  delegates  for  Penn- 
sylvania were  known  to  be  divided.  Adams  wrought  upon 
the  versatility  of  one  of  them,  a  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  so  carried 

w  9 

his  point.  Tims  a  matter  of  such  moment  to  both  countries, 
and  which,  the  rebels  would  make  us  believe,  was  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  thirteen  colonies,  was  finally  determined  by 
the  single  suffrage  of  Mr.  Dickinson ! 1 

The  dependence  of  these  colonics  on  the  mother  country 
was,  a  few  years  ago,  esteemed  so  essential  to  their  happiness, 
that  the  man  who  could  suppose  them  to  have  The  Futor<,  of 
formed  the  design  of  a  separation,  would  have  been  Unltod  St*1** 
accused  of  madness,  and  treated  as  their  greatest  enemy.  How 
could  it  be  imagined  that  the  ties  of  religion,  laws,  manners, 
and  commerce,  not  to  mention  those  of  duty  and  allegiance, 
would  have  been  universally  forgot,  and  that,  too,  at  the  very 
*  time  when  the  colonists  were  professing  the  deepest  sense  of 
them  ?  It  is  certain  that  the  British  nation  could  not,  for  a 
long  time,  be  induced  to  believe  that  the  colonies  seriously  en- 
tertained such  a  design ;  and  those  who,  from  the  inordinate 
ambition  of  individuals,  and  the  blind  fury  of  a  misguided  pop- 
ulace, foretold  the  event,  were  doomed,  like  Cassandra,  not  to 
be  credited,  although  they  spoke  the  truth. 

But  remote  from  the  probability  as  this  design  would  some 
time  ago  have  been  imagined,  it  is  by  no  means  so  strange  as 
the  conjunction  which  the  colonies  have  formed  with  the 
French  nation — a  conjunction  so  unnatural,  that  we  might  as 
well  have  expected  to  see  the  tiger  and  the  -ox  feed  at  one 
stall,  or  the  lion  and  the  lamb  lie  down  together. 


i  <i 


Dcclua,'1  in  the  London  Morning  Post;  Upcott,  r.  201. 
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The  seeming  indifference  with  which  many  of  the  colonists 
regard  this  baneful  alliance,  may  serve  to  remind  ns  of  an  ob- 
servation, founded  in  experience,  that  those  tilings  which  would 
have  struck  us  with  amazement  if  related  of  former  ages,  pass 
without  causing  any  6uch  impression  when  they  happen  in  our 
own  times.  A  celebrated  writer  and  great  politician  carries 
this  matter  so  far  as  to  declare,  that  he  is  well  convinced  the 
appointment  of  Caligula's  horse  to  be  consul  was  not  thought 
very  extraordinary  when  it  actually  took  place,  notwithstand- 
ing the  gross  absurdity  of  the  fact,  and  the  manner  we  are  af- 
fected by  it  as  it  appears  in  the  page  of  history. 

"When  posterity  shall  observe  the  colonies  disdainfully  re- 
jecting every  advance  to  an  accommodation  made  by  the  parent 
country,  with  the  most  liberal  offers  of  freedom  and  security, 
and  shall  behold  them,  on  the  other  hand,  crouching,  in  the 
most  humiliating  manner,  to  a  petty  servant  of  the  French  des- 
pot, from  whom  they  can  expect  neither  liberty  nor  safety, 
they  will  doubtless  be  6truck  with  indignation  and  surprise, 
though  too  many  Americans  at  this  day  seem  insensible  to  such 
emotions. 

In  politics,  as  well  as  in  optics,  it  is  necessary  for  clear  and 
distinct  vision,  that  the  object  should  be  placed  at  a  certain 
distance,  because  otherwise,  in  the  one  case,  we  may  indeed 
scan  a  part,  but  cannot  comprehend  the  whole ;  and  in  the  . 
other,  we  are  prevented  from  seeing  clearly  by  that  cloud  of 
interest  and  prejudice  which  never  fails  to  arise  during  the 
existence  of  the  transaction. 

For  this  reason,  it  may  not  be  amiss  in  some  cases  to  sup- 
ply by  art  the  distance  that  would  otherwise  be  wanting,  and 
we  may  procure  that  effect  cither  by  producing  from  history 
similar  transactions,  which  cannot  fail  of  seizing  and  affecting 
the  mind  of  the  reader,  or  by  throwing  into  one  striking  picture 
the  consequences  of  a  measure  before  passion  lias  prepared  the 
people  to  embrace  them. 

Thus  a  lively  representation  of  the  distress  to  which  Great 
Britain  was  reduced  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles,  when  design- 
ing men,  under  pretence  of  oppression,  and  with  affected  re- 
gard for  liberty  and  property,  overthrew  the  barriers  which 
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the  constitution  had  raised  for  the  security  of  both ;  when  a 
military  force,  for  the  purpose  of  a  civil  war,  was  intrusted  to 
the  direction  of  butchers,  pettifoggers,  draymen,  and  cobblers, 
and  almost  every  character  of  worth  and  distinction  in  the  na- 
tion was  sooner  or  later  exposed  to  ruin,  with  the  unbounded 
despotism  in  one  man  which  then  ensued,  and  always  will  en- 
sue, in  similar  circumstances,  might  have  afforded  excellent 
and  obvious  lessons  to  the  colonies  at  the  time  that  they  en- 
gaged in  this  unnatural  rebellion. 

In  like  manner,  the  calamities  which  the  Britons  under- 
went, when  attending  only  "  to  the  suggestions  of  present  fears,''' 
they  invited  the  Saxons  into  the  kingdom,  would,  if  properly 
depictured,  have  been  sufficient  to  deter  any  prudent  people 
from  pledging  their  country  to  foreigners,  or  giving  them  any 
considerable  footing  in  it  on  account  of  domestic  quarrels. 

It  is  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose  to  have  just  hinted  at 
these  matters.  The  history  of  every  age  and  every  nation  may, 
in  like  manner,  afford  excellent  cautions  to  all  persons  of  judg- 
ment and  reflection.  But  it  may  not  be  improper  to  suggest  a 
few  particulars  to  the  Americans  respecting  the  probable  con- 
sequences of  their  alliance  and  connection  with  France. 

The  event  of  war  is  always  uncertain  ;  but  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  wealth  and  resources  of  Britain — the  spirit  of  the  na- 
tion— the  magnanimity  of  the  king — the  abilities,  bravery,  and 
experience  of  the  commanders  both  by  sea  and  land,  joined  to 
the  approved  discipline  and  valor  of  her  troops,  and  the  expert- 
ness  and  courage  of  her  seamen,  there  is  all  imaginable  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  Grand  Monarque  will  ere  long  be  glad  to 
renounce  his  perfidious  alliance,  and  the  Americans  be  forced 
to  sue  with  disgrace  for  those  terms  which  they  might  before 
have  accepted  with  honor.  On  the  other  hand,  even  if  Amer- 
ica, by  the  power  of  France  and  French  troops,  should  oblige 
Britain  to  relinquish  her  just  claim  to  an  equitable  union  of  # 
force  and  interests,  what  advantage  would  the  colonies  reap 
from  the  event?  Religion,  with  tattered  garments  and  mourn- 
ful eye,  would  lament  the  success  which  exposed  her  to  the 
shackles  of  Popish  superstition,  and  the  lash  of  unfeeling  per- 
secutors ;  whilst  indignant  freedom  would  fly  with  disgust  from 
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a  land  devoted  to  the  arbitrary  domination  of  a  French  ty- 
rant. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  suppose  the  American  triumph  com- 
plete, and  that  some  of  those  events  which  must  inevitably  fol- 
low it,  had  already  taken  place ;  and  let  us  imagine  ourselves 
reading  a  few  passages  of  an  American  newspaper,  containing 
an  account  of  some  other  particulars,  which  we  may  reason- 
ably judge  to  be  of  the  following  nature  : 

Boston,  November  10, 1789. — His  Excellency  Count  Tyran, 
has  this  day  published,  by  authority  from  his  Majesty,  a  proc- 
lamation for  the  supression  of  heresy  and  establishment  of  the 
inquisition  in  this  town,  which  has  already  began  its  functions 
in  many  other  places  of  the  continent  under  his  Majesty's  do- 
minion. - 

The  use  of  the  Bible  in  the  vulgar  tongue  is  strictly  pro- 
hibited, on  pain  of  being  punished  by  discretion  of  the  inqui- 
sition. 

November  11. — The  Catholic  religion  is  not  only  outward- 
ly professed,  but  has  made  the  utmost  progress  among  all  ranks 
of  people  here,  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  unwearied 
labors  of  the  Dominican  and  Franciscan  friars,  who  omit  no 
opportunity  of  scattering  the  seeds  of  religion,  and  converting 
the  wives  and  daughters  of  heretics.  We  hear  that  the  build- 
ing formerly  called  the  Old  South  Meeting,  is  fitting  up  for  a 
cathedral,  and  that  several  other  old  meeting-houses  are  soon 
to  be  repaired  for  convents. 

November  12. — This  day  being  Sunday,  the  famous  Samuel 
Adams  read  his  recantation  of  heresy,  after  which  he  was  pres- 
ent at  mass,  and  we  hear  he  will  soon  receive  priest's  orders 
to  qualify  him  for  a  member  of  the  American  Sorbonne. 

November  13. — A  vessel  is  just  arrived  from  Nantes,  whieh 
brings  advice  that  the  king  has  conferred  the  sole  and  exclu- 
.  6ive  right  of  fishing  in  the  American  seas  upon  a  company  of 
merchants  in  Havre  de  Grace,  and  that  any  of  his  American 
subjects  who  infringe  that  right  will  be  punished  in  the  sever- 
est manner. 

The  king  has  been  pleased  to  order  that  five  thousand  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  Bay  shall  be  drafted  to  supply 

\ 
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his  garrisons  in  the  West  Indies ;  the  officers  for  them  are  al- 
ready arrived  from  France. 

Hartford,  November  14. — Tlis  Excellency  the  Marquis 
D^Imperieuse  has,  hy  command  of  his  Majesty,  prohibited  the 
making  or  vending  of  rum  within  his  government,  it  having 
been  found  by  experience  to  interfere  with  the  sale  of  French 
brandy. 

New  York,  November  15. — The  edict  for  prohibiting  the 
use  of  the  English  language,  and  establishing  that  of  the  French 
in  all  law  proceedings,  will  take  place  on  the  20th  instant. 
At  the  same  time,  the  ordinance  for  abolishing  trials  by  juries, 
and  introducing  the  imperial  law,  will  begin  to  take  effect. 

Philadelphia,  November  16. — On  Tuesday  last  arrived  here 
the  St.  Esprit,  from  Bordeaux,  with  a  most  valuable  cargo  of 
rosaries,  mass  books,  and  indulgences,  which  have  been  long 
expected.  It  is  said  she  has  twenty  thousand  pair  of  wooden 
shoes  on  board.  N.  B.  They  are  found  to  be  much  lighter  than 
any  made  of  English  leather. 

On  Monday  next  Te  Deum  will  be  celebrated  in  the  Grand 
Cathedral,  on  account  of  a  great  victory  obtained  over  the 
Dutch  in  Flanders.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Protestant  heresy  will 
soon  be  extirpated  in  all  parts  of  Europe.  A  grand  Auto  de 
Fe  is  to  be  performed  on  Wednesday  next.  Father  Le  Cruel, 
president  of  the  inquisition  in  this  city,  out  of  a  tender  regard 
for  the  salvation  of  mankind,  has  thought  proper  that  an  ex- 
ample should  be  made  of  an  old  fellow  of  the  age  of  ninety, 
convicted  of  Quakerism,  and  of  reading  the  Bible,  a  copy  of 
which,  in  the  English  language,  was  found  in  his  possession, 
lie  was  hardened  and  obstinate  beyond  measure,  and  could 
not  be  prevailed  on  to  retract  his  errors. 

November  17. — A  criminal  of  importance,  who  has  been 
long  imprisoned  in  the  New  Bastile,  was  this  day  privately 
beheaded.  lie  commanded  the  American  forces  against  Great 
Britain  for  a  considerable  time,  but  was  confined  by  order  of 
government  on  suspicion  of  possessing  a  dangerous  influence 
in  a  country  newly  conquered,  and  not  thoroughly  settled. 

November  19. — Mr.  Duer  was,  by  order  of  the  viceroy,  and 
at  the  request  of  the  holy  tribunal,  sentenced  to  the  galleys  for 
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profane  and  obscene  language.  He  would  have  been  broke 
on  the  wheel,  had  lie  not  pleaded  his  former  services  in  reduc- 
ing the  country  to  his  Majesty's  obedience. 

The  king  has  been  pleased  to  parcel  out  a  great  part  of  the 
lands  in  America  to  noblemen  of  distinction,  who  will  grant 
them  again  to  the  peasantry  upon  leases  at  will,  with  the  res- 
ervation of  proper  rents  and  services. 

His  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  order  that  none 
of  the  natives  of  America  shall  keep  any  firearms  in  their  pos- 
session, upon  pain  of  being  sentenced  to  the  galleys. 

November  20. — It  is  expected  that  the  gabeUe  upon  salt 
will  produce  a  considerable  revenue  to  the  crown.  After 
paying  the  customary  duties  in  France,  it  is  chargeable  only 
with  thirty  livres  per  bushel  additional  duty  in  America.  No 
salt  can  be  imported  except  from  the  French  territories  in 
Europe. 

November  21. — Obadiah  Standfast,  the  Quaker,  was  this 
day  burnt,  pursuant  to  his  sentence. 

November  22. — We  hear  from  Williamsburg,  in  Virginia, 
that  some  commotions  took  place  there  when  the  new  capita- 
tion tax  was  first  executed.  But  the  regiment  of  Bretagne, 
being  stationed  in  that  neighborhood,  speedily  suppressed  them 
by  firing  upon  the  populace,  and  killing  fifty  on  the  spot.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  example  will  prevent  any  future  insurrection 
in  that  part  of  the  country. 

November  23. — His  Majesty  has  directed  his  viceroy  to  send 
five  hundred  sons  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  America,  to 
be  educated  in  France,  where  the  utmost  care  will  be  taken  to 
imbue  them  with  a  just  regard  for  the  Catholic  faith,  and  a  due 
sense  of  subordination  to  government. 

It  is  ordered  that  all  the  trade  of  America  shall  be  carried 
on  in  French  "  bottoms,  navigated  by  French  seamen." 

Such  is  the  glorious  specimen  of  happiness  to  be  enjoyed 
by  America,  in  case  the  interposition  of  France  shall  enable 
her  to  shake  off  her  dependence  on  Great  Britain — Di  talem 
avertite  casum.' 

»  RlTington'a  Royal  Gazette,  March  11. 
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March  18. — Yesterday,  the  anniversary  of  Saint  Patrick, 
the  tutelar  saint  of  Ireland,  was  celebrated  in  New  York  by 
the  natives  of  that  kingdom,  with  their  accus-  The  Irish 
toraed  hilarity.  The  volunteers  of  Ireland,  pre-  BattaMm. 
ceded  by  their  band  of  music,  marched  into  the  city,  and 
formed  before  the  house  of  their  colonel,  Lord  Rawdon,  who 
put  himself  at  their  head,  and,  after  paying  his  compliments  to 
his  Excellency  General  Knyphausen,  and  to  General  Jones,  ac- 
companied them  to  the  Bowery,  where  a  dinner  was  provided, 
consisting  of  five  hundred  covers.  After  the  men  were  seated, 
and  had  proceeded  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  noble,  banquet,  the 
officers  returned  to  town,  and  dined  with  his  lordship.  The 
soldierly  appearance  of  the  men,  their  order  of  march,  hand 
in  hand,  being  all  natives  of  Ireland,  had  a  striking  effect 

Tliis  single  battalion,  though  only  formed  a  few  months 
ago,  marched  four  hundred  strapping fellows,  neither  influenced 
by  Yankee  or  Ague ;  a  number,  perhaps,  equal  to  all  the  re- 
cruits forced  into  the  rebel  army  in  the  same  space  of  time, 
which  shows  how  easily  troops  may  be  formed  on  this  conti- 
nent, from  the  people  who  have  been  seduced  into  America,  and 
spurn  at  the  treason  and  tyranny  of  the  Congress,  providing 
proper  measures  are  followed,  and  they  are  headed  by  men  of 
their  choice.  And,  also,  that  such  men,  however  long  they 
may  have  remained  in  the  haunts  of  hypocrisy,  cunning,  and 
disaffection,  being  naturally  gallant  and  loyal,  crowd  with  ar- 
dor to  stand  forth  in  the  cause  of  their  king,  of  their  country, 
and  of  real,  honest,  general  liberty,  whenever  an  opportunity 
off  era.1 

March  30. — The  predatory  plan  of  the  Tories  that  have 
lately  infested  the  southern  coasts  of  Massachusetts,  is  more 
extensive  than  was  at  first  imagined.    The  infa- 

t>«      t       t-»        i  A-mr  i       British  Privateers. 

mous  Brigadier  Kuggles,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, flourishes  with  his  royal  commission  at  the  head  of  this 
band  of  robbers.    The  direction  of  their  motions  is  committed 
to  this  parricide.    The  noted  Gilbert  is  his  second.    It  seems 

1  New  York  Gazette,  March  22. 
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the  governmental  folks  at  New  York,  heartily  fatigued  with 
having  so  many  importunate  hungry  Tories  hanging  upon 
them,  have  come  to  a  kind  of  compromise  with  these  wretches. 
They  are  now  to  prowl  for  their  own  living.  The  British 
king  allows  them  small  armed  vessels,  and  salt  provisions ;  re- 
specting other  things  they  are  to  find  themselves.  Equipped 
upon  so  honorable  a  footing,  they  are  to  seek  their  pay,  and 
maintain  their  families,  by  plunder  and  robbery.  Their  leader 
at  Sandwich  and  Falmouth,  Edward  "Winslow,  of  Plymouth, 
is  a  specimen  of  the  future  fate  of  many  of  them.  He  is  gone 
back  to  Rhode  Island  with  the  gout  in  his  stomach,  occasioned 
by  a  musket  ball,  and  probably  will  rob  no  more. 

April  17. — By  a  person  who  was,  like  many  others,  forced 
into  the  rebel  army  against  his  consent,  and  yesterday  escaped 
condition  of  the  ^TOm  Newark,  we  are  assured  that  the  rebel  troops, 
R*bci  Army.  Deing  served  with  salt  beef,  (which  is  exceedingly 
putrid  from  bad  salt  and  ill  curing,)  and  being  only  allowed 
a  small  proportion  of  wretched  whiskey  every  other  day,  are 
uncommonly  sickly  and  discontented ;  that  two  regiments  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Washington's  quarters  had  mutinied,  and 
that  the  most  part  of  the  men  only  wanted  an  opportunity 
either  of  deserting  to  the  British,  or  of  turning  their  arms 
against  those  who  have  inveigled  them  into  a  service  which 
they  despise  and  detest,  and  who,  after  having  long  crammed 
them  with  promises  and  lies,  are  now  carrying  the  experi- 
ment beyond  sufferance  by  refusing  them  wholesome  food.' 

April  22. — It  may  be  relied  on,  that  the  recruiting  service 
for  the  Continental  army  has  lately  gone  on  with  more  rapidity 
Tho       and  success  than  for  a  long  time  past.    A  single 
Recruiting  serrico.0^cer)  w]10  ]la9  not  Decn  \ong  npon  that  service, 

will  soon  send  forward  from  the  neighborhood  of  Boston,  in 
Massachusetts,  no  less  than  two  hundred  recruits.  Others  have 
met  with  like  snccess.  At  the  same  time,  we  are  well  inform- 
ed, that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  brave  Americans,  under 

1  New  Hampehins  Gazette,  April  27.         ■  Rivington's  Gazette,  April  17. 
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General  "Washington,  have  re-enlisted  during  the  war.  Nine- 
tenths  of  the  Southern  forces  have  done  it.  The  men  are  highly- 
pleased  with  their  excellent  clothing,  which  is  now  acknowl- 
edged to  be  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  that  of  any  soldiery  in 
the  world.  They  are  equally  pleased  with  the  plenty  and  qual- 
ity of  their  provisions,  and  the  attention  that  has  been  paid 
by  the  several  States,  as  well  as  by  Congress,  to  their  families. 
Many  of  these  noble-spirited  men,  upon  their  re-enlistment, 
have  laughingly  said,  "  The  term  is  too  short ;  the  war,  we 
know,  can  last  but  a  little  while ;  bring  us  an  indenture  for 
ninety -nine  years." 1 

Ye8teeday  evening,  Captain  Jonathan  Hopper,  a  brave 
and  spirited  officer  of  the  militia  of  Bergen  County,  in  New 
Jersey,  was  basely  murdered  by  a  party  of  ruffians  ^  ^ 
from  New  York.  He  discovered  them  breaking 
open  his  stable,  and  hailed  them,  upon  which  they  fired,  and 
wounded  him ;  he  returned  to  his  house,  they  followed,  burst 
open  the  door,  and  bayoneted  him  in  upwards  of  twenty 
places.  One  of  them,  named  Stephen  Rider,  was  formerly  one 
of  his  neighbors.' 

April  24. — This  afternoon,  the  detachment  sent  out  last 
Monday  on  an  expedition  against  the  Indians  at  Onondaga,' 
returned  to  Fort  Schuyler.  The  following  ac-  Exp€dmo0 
count  of  it  is  given  by  a  writer  in  the  New  York  tbe  °nondl,eM- 
Packet : — u  An  enterprise  against  the  Onondaga  settlements  of 
the  Indians  having  been  projected  and  approved  of  by  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington,  and  the  direction  of  it  commit- 
ted to  Brigadier-General  James  Clinton,  commanding  in  the 
northern  department,  he,  on  the  seventh  of  April,  issued  his 
orders,  and  gave  the  execution  of  them  to  Colonel  Van  Schaack, 
commander  of  the  1st  battalion  of  New  York  Continental 
troops,  appointing  as  second  and  third  in  command  Lieuten- 

1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  April  27.  *  New  Jersey  Gazette,  May  12. 

•  Onondaga  is  about  two  hundred  miles  west  of  Albany,  in  New  York,  and 
about  eighty  miles  from  Fort  Stanwix.— Gained  Mercury  May  17. 
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ant-Colonel  "Willet  and  Major  Cochran,  of  the  3d  New  York 
battalion,  all  officers  of  approved  courage  and  abilities.  The 
detachment  for  the  service  consisted  of  six  companies  of  New 
York,  one  of  Pennsylvania,  one  of  Massachusetts  troops,  and 
one  of  riflemen,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  five  hundred  and 
four  rank  and  file,  and  fifty-one  officers. 

"  Fort  Schuyler  being  appointed  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
from  thence,  early  on  Monday  morning,  the  nineteenth  of  April, 
the  whole  party  began  their  march,  provision  for  eight  days 
having  been  previously  sent  off  in  twenty-nine  batteaux  into 
Wood  Creek. 

"After  a  march  of  twenty-two  miles,  the  troops  arrived 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  evening  at  the  old  Scow  Place,  but 
the  boats  having  much  farther  to  come,  did  not  arrive  till  ten 
o'clock.  As  soon  as  the  boats  arrived,  the  whole  of  the  troops 
embarked,  and,  upon  entering  the  lake,  were  much  impeded 
by  a  cold  head  wind. 

"At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the 
troops  halted  at  Pisser's  Bay  till  all  the  boats  came  up,  and 
then  proceeded  to  the  Onondaga  landing,  opposite  to  old  Fort 
Brewerton,  which  they  reached  at  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. From  thence,  after  leaving  all  their  boats  with  a  proper 
guard,  they  marched  eight  or  nine  miles  on  their  way  to  the 
Onondaga  settlement,  and,  not  being  able  to  continue  their 
march  in  the  dark,  lay  on  their  arms  all  night,  without  fire. 

"  Very  early  on  the  twenty-first  they  proceeded  to  the  Salt 
Lake,  an  arm  of  which  (two  hundred  yards  over,  and  four  feet 
deep)  they  forded,  with  their  pouches  hung  to  their  fixed  bay- 
onets, and  advanced  to  the  Onondaga  Creek,  where  Captain 
Graham  took  prisoner  an  Onondaga  warrior.  The  creek  not 
being  fordable,  the  troops  crossed  it  on  a  log,  and  as  soon  as 
they  were  over,  the  utmost  endeavors  were  used  to  surround 
the  settlements,  but  as  they  extended  ei<rht  miles,  besides  some 
scattered  habitations  lying  back  of  the  castles,  it  was  impos- 
sible ;  and  on  the  opposite  6idc  of  the  creek,  though  our  troops 
entered  their  first  settlement  wholly  undiscovered  by  them, 
they  soon  discovered  some  of  our  advanced  parties,  and  took 
the  alarm  in  all  their  settlements.    The  colonel,  however,  or- 
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dcred  different  routes  to  be  taken  by  different  parties,  in  order 
to  surround  as  many  of  their  settlements  as  possible  at  the 
same  time;  but  the  Indians  fled  precipitately  to  the  woods, 
not  taking  any  thing  with  them.  Our  troops  took  thirty- 
three  Indians  and  one  white  man  prisoners,  and  killed  twelve 
Indians.  The  whole  of  their  settlements,  consisting  of  about 
fifty  houses,  with  a  large  quantity  of  corn  and  beans,  were 
burnt,  a  number  of  fine  horses,  and  every  other  kind  of  stock 
were  killed.  About  one  hundred  guns,  some  of  which  were 
rifles,  were  among  the  plunder,  the  whole  of  which,  after  the 
men  were  loaded  with  as  much  as  they  could  carry,  was  de- 
stroyed, witli  a  considerable  quantity  of  ammunition ;  one 
swivel,  taken  at  the  council  house,  had  the  trunnions  broken 
off,  and  was  otherwise  much  damaged,  and,  in  fine,  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  their  settlements  was  complete. 

"  After  this,  the  troops  began  to  march  on  their  return,  re- 
crossed  the  creek,  and  forded  the  arm  of  the  lake,  on  the  side 
of  which  they  encamped  on  a  good  ground.  They  had  only 
been  once  interrupted  by  a  small  party  of  Indians,  who  fired 
upon  them  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  but  were  soon 
beaten  baek  by  Lieutenant  Evans'  riflemen,  who  killed  one  of 
them. 

"  On  the  twenty-second  the  troops  marched  to  the  landing, 
embarked  in  good  order,  and  rowed  to  Seven  Mile  Island ;  on 
the  twenty-third  crossed  the  lake,  and  landed  two  miles  up 
Wood  Creek.  On  Saturday,  the  twenty-fourth,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  the  whole  detachment  returned  in  safety  to  Fort  Schuy- 
ler, having  been  out  five  days  and  a  half."  1 

April  27. — Yesterday,  the  British,  in  two  divisions,  landed 
in  the  county  of  Monmouth,  in  New  Jersey ;  one  party  at 
Shoal  Harbor,  which  marched  to  Middletown,  „  .  .  „  .  . 
and  entered  the  village  at  daybreak;  the  other  VUit  10 Jcn*y- 
went  in  flat-bottomed  boats,  into  Shrewsbury  River,  landed  at 
Red  Bank,  and  then  proceeded  to  Trenton  Falls.  Colonel 
Ford,  with  the  Continental  troops,  retired  to  Colt's  Neck. 


J  New  Jersey  Garcttc,  May  12. 
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Near  the  middle  of  the  day  the  party  which  had  landed  at 
Shrewsbury  River,  crossed  the  river  and  went  to  Middletown, 
where  both  the  divisions  formed  a  junction.  They  sent  their 
boats  round  to  the  bay  shore,  near  one  Ilarbers  plantation, 
where  they  had  thirteen  sloops  ready  to  take  them  off.  At 
eight  o'clock,  Captain  Burrows,  who  had  mustered  twelve  men, 
gave  them  to  understand  that  they  were  surrounded  by  the 
militia.  They  continued  in  the  village  till  three  o'clock, 
when  they  began  their  retreat.  Captain  Burrows  was  then 
joined  by  three  other  men,  and  kept  a  constant  fire  upon  them 
for  two  miles,  when  Colonel  Holmes,  of  the  militia,  with  about 
sixty  of  his  men,  reinforced  Captain  Burrows,  and  then  the 
enemy's  retreat  was  precipitate ;  they  were  drove  on  board  at 
sunset,  and  immediately  set  sail  for  New  York.  Their  num- 
bers were  about  eight  hundred,  commanded  bv  Colonel  Hyde. 
We  had  but  two  men  slightly  wounded.  The  enemy  left  three 
dead  behind  them,  their  wounded  they  carried  off,  as  their  rear 
made  a  stand  at  every  hill,  house,  and  barn  in  their  route.  One 
of  the  inhabitants  says  fifteen  wounded  were  carried  on  board 
their  boats.  In  their  progress,  or  rather  flight,  they  plundered 
the  inhabitants,  and  burnt  several  houses  and  barns.  Had 
they  landed  in  the  day,  or  stayed  till  the  militia  could  be  col- 
lected to  half  their  number,  (which  we  always  reckon  sufficient 
to  drub  them,)  they  would  doubtless  have  repented  their  inva- 
sion. But  ever  choosing,  like  their  brother  thieves,  the  hours 
of  darkness  to  perpetrate  the  works  of  darkness,  they  generally 
land  in  the  night,  and  before  the  militia  can  be  collected,  flee 
to  their  vessels  with  precipitation,  snatching  up  in  their  flight 
what  plunder  they  can,  and  then  magnify  in  their  lying  Ga- 
zettes, one  of  those  sheep-stealing  nocturnal  robberies,  into  one 
of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  victories  in  Flanders.1 

1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  Mar  25.  The  following  is  another  account  of  this 
affair : — M  On  Monday  last,  the  26th  of  April,  about  break  of  day,  a  detachment 
of  British,  consisting  of  seven  hundred  men,  were  discovered  by  a  scouting  party 
of  Colonel  Ford's,  coming  up  the  North  River,  about  half  a  mile  below  Red  Bank, 
who  immediately  gave  the  alarm.  The  enemy  directly  landed  four  hundred  men 
at  Painter's  Point,  and  about  forty  of  them  marched  up  to  Shrewsbury;  the  re- 
mainder went  about  half  a  mile  to  the  westward  and  came  out  about  William 
Wardell's  place,  with  a  view  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  near  three  hundred  of  our 
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May  VJ. — Mr.  Zkdwitz,  late  a  lieutenant-colonel  belonging 
to  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
was,  a  few  days  ago,  taken  up  near  Morris  Town, 

*    7?  t     *    -i  k  -l  \.     Colonel  Zedwiti. 

in  Jersey,  dressed  in  women's  clothes.  About  the 
time  the  British  army  took  possession  of  New  York,  he  was 
tried  by  a  court-martial  and  found  guilty  of  attempting  to  give 
Information  to  the  enemy,  for  which  he  was  sentenced  to  im- 
prisonment during  the  war.1  He  lately  made  his  escape  from 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  thus  disguised  endeavoring 
to  get  to  New  York.  He  will  probably  meet  the  punishment 
his  treachery  justly  merits." 

May  29. — A  correspondent  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  late  movements  of  the  two 
armies  at  the  southward  : — "  On  the  twenty-eighth  0peratlons  in  ^ 
of  April,  a  party  of  the  British  army,  under  the  8oulh- 
command  of  Major  Fraser,  landed  nine  miles  below  Purysburg, 
and  on  the  next  morning,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maitland,  with 
the  light  infantry  of  the  line  and  a  battalion  of  the  1st,  landed 
four  miles  higher  up  Savannah  River.   Colonel  Mcintosh,  who 

peoplo  posted  on  that  station.  Colonel  Ford's  party  (uncertain  of  the  enemy's 
force)  retreated,  and  got  about  four  hundred  yards  ahead  of  them;  the  enemy 
pursued  them  to  the  Falls,  firing  all  the  way,  but  could  not  overtake  them.  They 
then  set  fire  to  High  Sheriff  Van  Brenck's  bouse,  and  a  small  house,  the  property 
of  and  adjoining  to  Colonel  Hendrickson's  dwelling-house,  which  were  burnt  to 
the  ground.  They  also  fired  the  houses  of  Captain  Richard  M'Knight  and  John 
Little,  Esq. ;  but  they  were  extinguished  by  the  activity  of  the  inhabitants  before 
they  had  suffered  much  damage.  The  enemy  then  returned  to  Shrewsbury,  plun- 
dering all  the  way  to  Colonel  Breeze's,  whom  they  robbed  of  all  his  money  and 
most  of  his  plate ;  and  at  Justice  Holmes',  where  they  plundered  and  destroyed 
every  thing  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon,  and  then  retreated  to  their  boats,  a 
few  militia  firing  on  them.  They  then  went  to  Hiddleton,  and  joined  three  hun- 
dred who  had  crossed  over  there,  when  the  four  hundred  marched  to  Shrewsbury, 
and  stayed  till  evening,  burning  a  house  and  barn  and  plundering  some  of  the  in- 
habitants. Colonel  Holmes  had  by  this  time  assembled  one  hundred  and  forty  of 
the  militia,  who  drove  them  to  their  boats  near  the  gut  dividing  the  Highlands 
from  Sandy  Hook.  One  of  the  enemy  was  killed  and  another  taken  prisoner. 
The  enemy  carried  off  with  them  Justice  Covcnhoven  and  son,  likewise  several 
others.  They  got  off  by  sunset,  and  returned  to  New  York,  taking  away 
cattle  and  horses."— Pennsylvania  Packet,  May  1. 

1  See  page  299,  •  New  Jersey  Gazette,  May  19. 
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commanded  at  Purysbnrg,  having  only  two  hundred  men,  the 
major  part  of  whom  were  militia,  (after  calling  in  all  his  out- 
posts,) was  obliged  to  retire  as  the  enemy  advanced  towards 
the  town,  of  which  they  took  possession  that  afternoon. 

"  General  Moultrie  was  at  this  time  posted  at  Black  Swamp, 
with  about  eight  hundred  men.  The  enemy's  drawing  more 
of  their  forces  on  this  side  the  river,  and  advancing  higher  up, 
evidently  indicated  an  intention  of  attacking  the  general  before 
he  could  be  joined  by  Colonel  Mcintosh.  General  Lincoln, 
with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  being  then  eightv  miles  fur- 
ther  up  the  country,  should  the  enemy  have  succeeded  in  the 
attempt,  there  would  be  no  obstacle  in  their  march  to  Charles- 
ton, and  as  their  force  was  treble  General  Moultrie's,  the 
worst  was  to  be  apprehended.  These  considerations  induced 
the  general  to  retire  on  the  thirtieth,  and  that  night  he  met 
Colonel  Mcintosh  on  his  march  to  join  him  at  Black  Swamp. 
The  event  proved  the  propriety  of  the  movement,  as  next 
morning  the  British  were  in  possession  of  the  ground  the  Amer- 
icans had  evacuated. 

"  The  general  halted  at  Coosawhatchie  that  night,  and  having 
marched  over  the  bridge,  before  daylight  next  morning  pro- 
ceeded to  Tulifinny,  and  took  post  there.  A  field-officer's  guard 
was  left  at  the  bridge. 

"  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  6econd  of  May,  advice  was 
received  that  the  enemy  were  in  motion,  and  about  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  an  attack  was  commenced  by  their  advanced 
party  of  light  infantry  at  the  bridge,  where  the  guard  had  been 
reinforced  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  riflemen.  Their  superior 
numbers  rendered  it  impossible  to  stop  their  progress.  Little 
other  loss  was  sustained  in  this  skirmish  than  Colonel  Jolin 
Laurens  being  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  which  deprived  the 
army  of  that  gallant  officer's  services. 

"The  general's  army  being  chiefly  composed  of  militia, 
whose  families  and  effects  lay  in  the  way  of  the  enemy,  was 
every  moment  diminishing,  and  laid  him  under  the  necessity 
of  retiring,  which  he  did  by  the  Saltketcher  road,  having  de- 
stroyed the  bridges  of  Tulifinny  and  Pocotaligo  in  his  wav. 
The  army  halted  for  a  few  hours  at  the  meeting-house,  and 
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then  marched  to  Ashepoo.  They  passed  the  bridge  in  the 
forenoon  of  the  fourth,  and  took  post  for  the  rest  of  the  day  on 
the  high  grounds  near  Mr.  Pinekney's  houses.  Intelligence 
was  this  night  received  that  the  enemy's  advanced  party  had 
readied  Godfrey's,  near  Savannah,  and  that  their  main  body 
had  found  means  to  cross  Saltketcher  River,  notwithstanding 
the  Americans  had  taken  the  precaution  to  destroy  the  bridge ; 
thi6,  joined  to  the  inferior  number  of  our  army,  which  was 
considerably  less  than  when  it  left  Black  Swamp,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  country,  which  rendered  it  impossible  to  make  a 
stand  without  being  exposed,  obliged  the  general  to  quit  Ashe- 
poo between  three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  fifth. 

"At  night  the  enemy  halted  at  Mr.  Ferguson's  plantation, 
called  Spring  Grove,  having  destroyed  Jacksonborough  Bridge 
on  their  way,  and  reached  Bacon's  Bridge  next  night,  when 
General  Moultrie  left  the  army,  and  proceeded  to  Charleston. 

"  Major  Butler,  who  joined  the  army  at  Jacksonborough, 
with  a  party  of  horse,  on  the  sixth,  fell  in  with  a  foraging 
party  of  the  enemy,  sixteen  miles  to  the  southward  of  Parker's 
ferry.  Three  of  them,  belonging  to  the  71st  light  infantry, 
were  taken  prisoners,  and  a  few  horse  killed  and  wounded. 

"  Part  of  Count  Pulaski's  legion  arrived  on  the  eighth ;  on 
the  ninth,  Colonel  Mcintosh,  with  the  troops  left  at  Bacon's 
Bridge,  and  a  detachment  from  Orangeburgh,  arrived  in  town. 
And  next  day,  Colonel  Harris,  who  had  been  detached  by 
General  Lincoln,  with  two  hundred  Continental  troops,  to  re- 
inforce General  Moultrie,  and  Colonel  Keal,  with  three  hun- 
dred men  from  Orangeburgh,  also  arrived. 

"  In  the  evening  of  the  tenth,  intelligence  was  received  of 
the  royal  army  being  encamped  on  the  south  side  of  Ashley 
ferry,  where  they  appeared  so  suddenly  as  to  prevent  the  ferry 
boats  being  destroyed.  The  troops  stationed  in  town,  regulars 
and  militia,  were  under  arms  the  whole  night. 

"The  enemy  began  to  cross  Ashley  ferry  at  ten  in  the  fore- 
noon of  the  eleventh.  Their  advanced  party,  composed  of 
light  infantry,  cavalry,  and  savages,  took  post  half  a  mile  from 
the  ferry.  General  Pulaski,  after  reconnoitring  them,  left  a 
detachment  to  watch  their  motions,  and  repaired  to  town  in 
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order  to  confer  with  the  council.  During  this  interval,  the 
enemy  had  completed  their  passage  of  the  river,  and  were  ad- 
vancing in  three  columns  towards  the  town.  Their  advanced 
guard  consisted  of  two  hundred  horse,  four  hundred  Highland- 
ers, and  some  Indians ;  their  rear  guard  of  cavalry. 

"At  the  distance  of  five  miles  from  town,  some  of  the 
count's  party  were  ordered  to  fire,  principally  with  a  view  of 
announcing  the  enemy's  approach.  The  enemy  made  frequent 
halts  in  order  to  explore  the  ground  over  which  they  were  to 
pass. 

"  The  count,  who  had  ordered  the  infantry  of  his  corps  to 
form  an  ambuscade,  and  directed  a  detachment  of  volunteer 
horse  which  he  fell  in  with  to  second  his  infantry,  advanced 
and  made  his  disposition  for  inducing  the  enemy  to  detach 
their  cavalrv  from  the  head  of  their  column.  A  close  fire  be- 
gan,  when  both  our  cavalry  and  infantry  charged  ;  but  the  latter 
were  exceedingly  embarrassed  and  confined  in  their  movements 
by  the  volunteer  horse,  owing  to  a  misapprehension  of  orders. 
Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  and  the  superiority  of  the 
enemy's  numbers,  the  ground  was  obstinately  disputed.  But 
at  length  the  order  for  retreat  became  necessary,  and  the  ene- 
my, by  their  prudence  in  not  advancing,  escaped  the  fire  of 
the  artillery  from  our  works.  Tbe  British  loss  was  forty-five 
soldiers  and  officers,  and  ours  thirty  in  all. 

"  About  ten  o'clock  at  night,  an  alarm  being  given  by  one 
of  our  sentinels,  occasioned  a  general  fire  of  cannon  and  mus- 
ketry from  the  lines  and  armed  vessels  stationed  on  the  flanks. 
Major  Benjamin  linger,  who  has  been  sent  out  with  a  party 
to  fill  up  a  gap  in  the  abbatis,  and  three  privates,  were  unfor- 
tunately killed.  He  was  a  gentleman  whose  memory  will  be 
ever  dear  to  all  those  who  had  the  happiness  of  knowing  him ; 
and  whether  considered  as  a  citizen,  as  a  soldier,  as  the  father 
of  a  family,  or  as  a  friend,  is  universally  regretted.  The  ene- 
my had  several  men  killed,  they  say  chiefly  from  the  shipping. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth,  Major  Gardner,  of  the  60th 
regiment,  was  met  with  at  some  distance  from  the  lines,  bear- 
ing a  flag  from  General  Provost.  Several  others  passed  and 
s     repassed,  but  in  the  afternoon  all  further  intercourse  of  that 
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kind  was  discontinued,  and  every  preparation  made  for  vigor- 
ously repelling  a  general  assault,  expected  at  night,  which, 
however,  was  never  attempted. 

"  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  Count  Pulaski 
went  out  with  a  small  party  of  horse  to  reconnoitre ;  and  the 
surprise  was  scarcely  to  be  conceived  which  was  occasioned  by 
his  sending  intelligence  of  the  enemy  having  decamped  and 
recrossed  Ashley  River.  Eleven  deserters,  and  about  as  many 
prisoners,  were  brought  into  town  during  the  course  of  the  day. 
The  sudden  departure  of  the  enemy  gave  rise  to  a  variety  of 
conjectures.  The  most  probable  appeared  to  be  their  being 
misinformed  respecting  the  strength  of  the  garrison  and  works, 
and  their  having  some  intimation  of  General  Lincoln's  ap- 
proach. They  were,  for  several  days  after  their  retreat,  en- 
camped in  different  places  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ashley  fer- 
ry, and  on  James*  Island.  On  General  Lincoln's  coming  to 
Ashley  ferry,  they  drew  in  force  towards  Wappoo,  and  it  was 
imagined  meant  to  hazard  an  action ;  but  they  suddenly  de- 
camped on  the  night  of  the  twenty-seventh,  and  passed  over 
to  John's  Island,  where,  by  the  last  accounts,  they  are  at  pres- 
ent. Some  are  of  the  opinion  that  they  intend  proceeding 
through  the  islands  to  Port  Royal. 

"  As  some  movements  of  the  enemy  gave  reason  to  imagine 
they  intended  attacking  Fort  Johnson,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  forces  then  in  this  neighborhood  being  required  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  works  in  town,  that  fortification  was  blown  up  on 
the  twelfth.  Great  part  of  the  ball,  «fcc,  have  been  since 
brought  off.  Thirty  of  Captain  Matthew's  company  of  the 
Charleston  militia  being  sent  down  to  cover  a  party  employ- 
ed in  bringing  off  some  more  of  the  iron  work,  were  attacked 
on  Saturday  by  Major  Gardner,  with  a  superior  number  of 
men,  but  were  fortunate  enough  to  escape  with  the  loss  of  seven 
wounded  and  one  taken  prisoner." 1 

An  officer  of  distinction  in  the  British  army  gives  the  fol- 
lowing "authentic  account"  of  the  foregoing  operations  in 
South  Carolina: — "The  success  which  his  Majesty's  army  has 

Copied  from  a  "Rebel  Paper"  into  Gaine's  Mercury,  July  26. 
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met  with  in  South  Carolina,  by  penetrating,  without  any  lore 
of  men,  to  the  very  gates  of  Charleston,  and  obliging  the 
British  Accent  of  enemy  to  burn  its  beautiful  suburbs,  will  hardly 

the  0]>rmtli>ns 

at  tu- south,  be  credited.  The  natural  difficulties  of  the  coun- 
try were  thought  a  sufficient  barrier,  with  General  Moultrie's 
army,  to  stop  us  from  penetrating  any  distance  into  the  prov- 
ince, but  the  spirit  shown  by  the  troops,  their  patience  and 
perseverance  under  the  severest  fatigues,  were  such  as  would 
have  surmounted  greater  obstacles  than  the  resistance  of  the 
enemy. 

M  We  arrived  before  Charleston  on  the  eleventh,  in  the  even- 
ing, after  almost  totally  destroying  or  taking  that  famous  le- 
gion of  Pulaski's,  by  forty-five  of  our  gallant  dragoons,  under 
the  command  of  the  brave  Captain  Tawes.  Amongst  the  killed 
of  the  enemy,  was  Count  Pulaski's  colonel,  and  several  pri- 
vates, besides  a  great  number  of  prisoners  taken.  The  enemy 
6ent  next  morning  to  know  what  terms  we  would  grant.  Four 
hours  were  allowed  them  to  surrender  prisoners  of  war,  or  take 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  and  be  protected  in  their 
persons  and  property,  and  return  to  the  class  of  peaceful  citi- 
zens. Put  an  express  having  arrived  in  the  mean  time  from 
General  Lincoln,  with  an  account  of  his  approach,  and  that  a 
reinforcement  would  be  in  town  that  day,  the  enemy  grew 
more  confident,  and  began  to  talk  in  higher  terms ;  however, 
they  proposed  a  neutrality  for  the  province  until  the  war  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America  was  determined  ;  but  it  be- 
ing a  proposition  1  which  the  general  could  not  agree  to,  they 

1  The  following  is  the  proposition  made  by  Colonels  Smith  and  Mcintosh  to 
Colonel  Provost  and  Captain  Moncricf,  at  a  conference  at  Charleston,  May  12, 
1779  : — "  77m/  Carolina  should  remain  in  a  state  of  neutrality  during  the  var,  and 
the  question  whether  Carolina  should  remain  an  independent  State,  or  be  subject  to 
Great  Britain,  be  determined  by  the  fate  of  the  var." 

This  proposition  allows  in  a  clear  point  of  view,  with  what  ease  the  people  of 
Carolina  can  throw  off  and  break  their  most  solemn  engagement  with  the  Conti-  . 
nental  Congress  nnd  France,  on  the  approach  of  real  danger,  or  whenever  they 
think  it  will  suit  their  private  views.    Such  is  the  much  boasted  virtue  and  honor 
Of  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina, 

Some  lime  ago  the  State  of  South  Carolina  made  a  requisition  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  for  a  supply  of  troops  in  South  Carolina ;  the  Congress  sent 
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were  informed  that  nothing  could  be  granted  but  the  most  fa- 
vorable terms,  as  to  security  of  persons  and  property  if  the 
place  was  surrendered ;  this  they  declined  on  the  encourage- 
ment received  from  General  Lincoln,  the  arrival  of  their  armed 
vessels  to  flank  their  works,  and  the  number  of  guns  mounted 
on  them.  The  storming  of  the  place  was  the  next  point  to  bo 
considered,  but  though  it  was  not  doubted  but  it  might  be  carried 
in  that  way,  yet,  as  it  would  probably  have  been  attended 
with  the  loss  of  a  considerable  number  of  men,  which  may  be 
avoided  by  proceeding  on  another  plan,  (where  the  success  will 
be  at  least  equally  certain,  and  the  risk  less,)  it  was  therefore 
determined  to  keep  the  field,  as  we  were  so  situated  as  to  in- 
sure a  communication  with  our  shipping,  receive  the  necessary 
supplies,  and  from  thence  act  as  circumstances  should  require. 
This  measure  is  now  pursued,  and  the  army  are  in  possession 
of  James'  and  John's  Islands,  the  enemy  having  precipitately 
abandoned  the  very  strong  fort  situated  on  the  former  island, 
called  Fort  Johnson." ' 


May  31. — Day  before  yesterday,  fifteen  hundred  men,  con- 
sisting of  British  and  Hessian  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  volun- 
teers of  Ireland  and  Yagers,  landed  on  Tellers  Fort  JjJnJ9VU 
Point,  eight  miles  below  Peekskill,  on  the  North  Tukl'n- 
River,1  and  the  following  day  another  party  landed  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  where  they  burnt  some  houses,  and  opened 
two  6mall  batteries,  from  which  they  threw  shells,  and  can- 
nonaded Fort  de  la  Fayette  across  the  river,  all  day ;  at  the 
same  time  two  galleys  kept  up  a  severe  fire  on  the  fort.  They 
have  continued  their  firing  till  eleven  o'eloek  to-day.  Mean- 
while their  army  marched  from  Teller's  to  Verplanck's  Point, 
on  which  the  fort  stands.  By  a  flag  they  demanded  a  surren- 
der ;  the  parley  continued  two  hours,  when  Captain  Armstrong 

young  Mr.  Laurens  to  recommend  it  to  them  to  arm  their  domestics,  and  nt  the 
same  time  recommending  Mr.  Laurens  as  a  proper  person  to  head  them.  This  in 
said  to  he  the  cause  of  Carolinians  being  willing  to  remain  in  a  state  of  neutrality. 
— Qaine's  Jlferatn/,  July  12. 

1  Georgia  Gazette,  June  10,  and  Game's  Mercury,  July  12. 

■  In  the  State  of  New  York. 
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thought  fit  to  surrender.  General  McDougall  has  not  jet 
received  a  justifiable  reason  why  the  fort  was  given  up. 

This  little  fort  was  built  on  purpose  to  seen  re  King's  ferry 
from  the  insults  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  which  frequently  inter- 
rupted the  American  boats  in  crossing.  It  was  small,  and  would 
contain,  with  convenicnev,  about  a  company  of  men.  The  re- 
doubt  was  strong,  and  covered  a  barbette  battery,  mounting 
three  pieces  of  cannon.  We  had  in  the  barbette  a  company  of 
artillery  ;  they  were  all  drawn  off  but  a  sergeant,  a  corporal,  and 
twelve  privates.  In  the  redoubt  were  a  captain,  two  subal- 
terns, three  sergeants,  and  forty-four  rank  and  file.  They  had 
provisions  and  water  sufficient  to  serve  them  thirty  days.' 

A  British  officer  gives  the  following  account  of  this  aliair : — 

"  On  Monday  morning,  the  thirty-first  of  May,  part  of  the  army, 

nn»  .i,  \rmtint  xuu^v  tnt)  eommand  of  Major-General"  Vaughan, 
of  F..rt  Laiuyou,.  \iUU\LH\  on  tilc  oast  sidc  of  Hudson  River,  about 

eight  miles  below  Ycrplanck's  Point.  The  corps  intended  to  land 
on  the  west  side,  under  his  excellency  the  commander-in-chief, 
with  ^Major-General  Pattison,  proceeded  up  within  three  miles 
of  Stony  Point,  where  they  landed,  about  which  time  the  rebels, 
who  had  a  block-house  and  some  unfinished  works  on  a  height 
of  that  point,  commanding  the  ferry,  as  well  as  Fort  la  Fayette 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  set  fire  to  the  block-house,  and 
ran  oil'  to  the  mountains.  That  corps,  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  continued  their  inarch  round,  and  took  possession 
of  the  heights;  during  this  time  the  galleys  fired  some  shot 
at  Fort  la  Fayette,  on  the  east  side  of  Verplanek's  Point;  these 
were  returned  from  the  fort,  which  was  a  small  but  complete 
work.  Artillery  was  now  necessary  in  order  to  expedite  the 
business  ;  his  excellency  the  general  ordered  Major-Gencral 
Pattison  to  command  the  troops  and  carry  on  the  attack.  In 
the  night,  the  artillery  for  that  service,  notwithstanding  great 
difficulties  from  a  bad  landing  place  and  a  very  steep  preci- 
pice, were  got  up,  and  batteries  completed  by  five  o'clock  in  . 
the  morning,  when  orders  were  given  for  firing  upon  the  ene- 
my's works ;  which,  notwithstanding  the  great  distance,  was 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  June  9. 
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soon  perceived  to  be  effectual.  The  galleys  and  batteries  con- 
tinued the  cannonade  about  two  hours,  when  the  main  body, 
under  Major-General  Vaughan,  having  made  a  detour  and 
approached  the  fort,  the  commander-in-chief  being  there  in 
person,  sent  orders  to  General  Pattison  and  the  galleys  to  cease 
firing,  the  enemy  having  surrendered ;  they  laid  down  their 
arms,  became  prisoners  of  war,  and  on  Thursday  morning  ar- 
rived in  New  York. 

"The  commodore  had,  previous  to  the  attack,  ordered  up  the 
Vulture  sloop-of-war  above  the  fort,  with  a  row-galley,  which 
prevented  the  enemy's  retreat  from  the  fort."  * 

1  Gainc's  Mercury,  June  7 
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June  I. — Among  the  many  errors  America  has  been  guilty 
of  during  her  contest  with  Great  Britain,  few  have  been  greater, 
or  attended  with  more  fatal  consequences  to  these 
States,  than  her  lenity  to  the  Tories.  At  first  it 
might  have  been  right,  or  perhaps  political ;  but  is  it  not  sur- 
prising that,  after  repeated  proofs  of  the  same  evils  resulting 
therefrom,  it  should  still  be  continued  ?  We  are  all  crying  out 
against  the  depreciation  of  our  money,  and  entering  into  meas- 
ures to  restore  it  to  its  value ;  while  the  Tories,  who  are  one 
principal  cause  of  the  depreciation,  are  taken  no  notice  of,  but 
suffered  to  live  quietly  among  us.  We  can  no  longer  be  silent 
on  this  subject,  and  see  the  independence  of  the  country,  after 
standing  every  shock  from  without,  endangered  by  internal 
enemies.  Rouse,  America  !  your  danger  is  great — great  from 
a  quarter  where  you  least  expect  it.  The  Tories,  the  Tories 
will  yet  be  the  ruin  of  you  !  Tis  high  time  they  were  sepa- 
rated from  among  you.  They  arc  now  busy  engaged  in  under- 
mining vour  liberties.  Thcv  have  a  thousand  wavs  of  doing 
it,  and  thev  make  use  of  them  all.  Who  were  the  occasion  of 
this  war?  The  Tories  !  Who  persuaded  the  tyrant  of  Britain 
to  prosecute  it  in  a  manner  before  unknown  to  civilized  nations, 
and  shocking  even  to  barbarians  ?  The  Tories !  Who  pre- 
vailed on  the  savages  of  the  wilderness  to  join  the  standard 
of  the  enemy  ?  The  Tories  !  Who  have  assisted  the  Indians 
in  taking  the  scalp  from  the  aged  matron,  the  blooming  fair 
one,  the  helpless  infant,  and  the  dying  hero  ?  The  Tories  ! 
Who  advised  and  who  assisted  in  burning  your  towns,  ravaging 
your  country,  and  violating  the  chastity  of  your  women  ?  The 
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Tories !  Who  are  the  occasion  that  thousands  of  you  now 
mourn  the  loss  of  your  dearest  connections  ?  The  Tories  I 
Who  have  always  counteracted  the  endeavors  of  Congress  to 
secure  the  liberties  of  this  country  ?  The  Tories  !  Who  re- 
fused their  money  when  as  good  as  specie,  though  stamped 
with  the  image  of  his  most  sacred  Majesty  ?  The  Tories ! 
Who  continue  to  refuse  it  ?  The  Tories !  Who  do  all  in 
their  power  to  depreciate  it?  The  Tories!  Who  propagate 
lies  among  us  to  discourage  the  Whigs  ?  The  Tories  !  Who 
corrupt  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of  these  States  by  every 
species  of  insidious  counsel  ?  Hie  Tories !  AVho  hold  a 
traitorous  correspondence  with  the  enemy?  The  Tories! 
Who  daily  sends  them  intelligence  ?  The  Tories  !  Who  take 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  States  one  day,  and  break  them 
the  next  ?  The  Tories !  Who  prevent  your  battalions  from 
being  filled  ?  The  Tories  !  Who  dissuade  men  from  entering 
the  army?  The  Tories!  Who  persuade  those  who  have 
enlisted  to  desert?  The  Tories !  Who  harbor  those  who  do 
desert  ?  The  Tories  !  In  short,  who  wish  to  see  us  conquered, 
to  see  us  slaves,  to  Bee  us  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water  ?    The  Tories ! 

And  is  it  possible  that  we  should  suffer  men,  who  have 
been  guilty  of  all  these  and  a  thousand  other  calamities  which 
this  country  has  experienced,  to  live  among  us !  To  live 
among  us,  did  I  say  ?  Nay,  do  they  not  move  in  our  Assem- 
blies ?  Do  they  not  insult  us  with  their  impudence  ?  Do  they 
not  hold  traitorous  assemblies  of  their  own  ?  Do  they  not 
walk  the  streets  at  noon  day,  and  taste  the  air  of  liberty  ?  In 
short,  do  they  not  enjoy  every  privilege  of  the  brave  soldier 
who  has  spilt  his  blood,  or  the  honest  patriot  who  has  sacri- 
ficed his  all  in  our  righteous  cause?  Yes — to  our  eternal 
Bhame  be  it  spoken — they  do.  Those  very  men  who  wish  to 
entail  slavery  on  our  country,  are  caressed  and  harbored  among 
us.  Posterity  will  not  believe  it ;  if  they  do,  they  will  curse 
the  memory  of  their  forefathers  for  their  shameful  lenity.  Can 
we  ever  expect  any  grateful  return  for  our  humanity,  if  it  de- 
serves that  name?  Believe  not  a  spark  of  that  or  any  other 
virtue  is  to  be  found  in  the  Tory's  breast ;  for  what  principle 
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can  that  wretch  have  who  would  sell  his  soul  to  subject  his 
country  to  the  will  of  the  greatest  tyrant  the  world  at  present 
produces?  'Tis  time  to  rid  ourselves  of  these  bosom  vipers. 
An  immediate  separation  is  necessary.  I  dread  to  think  of  the 
evils  every  moment  is  big  with,  while  a  single  Tory  remains 
among  us.  May  we  not  soon  expect  to  hear  of  plots,  assassi- 
nations, and  every  species  of  wickedness  their  malice  and  ran- 
cor can  suggest  ?  for  what  can  restrain  those  who  have  already 
imbrued  their  hands  in  their  country's  blood  ?  Did  not  that 
DaridMatthe  villam  Matthews,  when  permitted  to  live  among 
ewa"  us  at  New  York,  plot  the  assassination  of  General 
Washington  ?  He  did  ;  he  was  detected,  and  had  he  received 
his  deserts,  he  would  now  have  been  in  gibbets,  instead  of  tor- 
turing our  unfortunate  friends,  prisoners  in  New  York,  with 
every  species  of  barbarity.  Can  we  hear  this,  and  still  harbor 
a  Tory  among  us?  For  my  own  part,  whenever  I  meet  one  in 
the  street,  or  at  the  coffee  house,  my  blood  boils  within  me. 
Their  guilt  is  equalled  only  by  their  impudence.  They  strut, 
and  seem  to  bid  defiance  to  every  one.  In  every  place,  and 
in  every  company,  they  spread  their  damnable  doctrines,  and 
then  laugh  at  the  pusillanimity  of  those  who  let  them  go  un- 
punished. I  flatter  myself,  however,  with  the  hopes  of  soon 
seeing  a  period  to  their  reign,  and  a  total  end  to  their  existence 
in  America.  Awake,  Americans,  to  a  sense  of  your  danger. 
No  time  to  be  lost.  Instantly  banish  every  Tory  from  among 
you.    Let  America  be  sacred  alone  to  freemen. 

Drive  far  from  you  every  baneful  wretch  who  wishes  to  see 
you  fettered  with  the  chains  of  tyranny.  Send  them  where 
they  may  enjoy  their  beloved  slavery  to  perfection — send  them 
to  the  island  of  Britain ;  there  let  them  drink  the  cup  of  slavery 
and  cat  the  bread  of  bitterness  all  the  davs  of  their  existence — 
there  let  them  drag  out  a  gainful  life,  despised  and  accursed 
by  those  very  men  whose  cause  they  have  had  the  wickedness 
to  espouse.  Never  let  them  return  to  this  happy  land — never 
let  them  taste  the  sweets  of  that  independence  which  they 
strove  to  prevent  Banishment,  perpetual  banishment,  should 
be  their  lot. 

But,  say  some,  we  allow  the  Tories  are  as  bad,  and  indeed 
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much  worse,  than  you  have  presented  them,  but  how  can  we 
banish  them  ?  They  have  taken  the  oaths,  and  are  under  the 
protection  of  the  laws.  Some  of  these  miscreants,  'tis  true, 
have  put  on  a  sham  repentance,  and  have  dared  to  call 
the  Almighty  to  witness  to  their  perjuries — perjuries  I  call 
them,  for  have  we  not  seen  hundreds  of  them  taking  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  one  day  and  breaking  them  the  next  or  the  first 
safe  opportunity  ?  Nay,  do  they  not  tell  you,  to  your  faces, 
that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  rebels,  with  which  name  they 
have  still  the  effrontery  to  insult  you  ?  Are  men  who  act  on 
principles  like  these  to  be  trusted  i  Do  you  think  them  less 
able  or  less  willing  to  assist  the  enemy  than  heretofore  ?  No ; 
on  the  least  turn  of  fortune  against  us,  those  men  whom  we 
now  trust  so  near  us,  would  convince  us  our  confidence  and 
lenity  had  been  misplaced ;  they  would  soon  forget  the  oaths 
with  which  they  now  amuse  us — they  would  hail  the  enemy  to 
our  capital — they  would  point  out  those  among  us  who  had 
been  active  in  our  country's  cause :  and  if  any,  unfortunately 
obliged  to  stay,  and  submit  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  a  pris- 
on or  dungeon  and  irons  would  be  their  portion.  Then,  though 
too  late,  we  should  repent  our  shameful  lenity  and  our  reliance 
on  their  oaths. 

But,  say  others,  who  are  worked  on  more  by  their  fears 
than  their  reason,  if  we  send  them  to  the  enemy,  they  will 
increase  their  strength,  and  be  embodied  against  us.  Fear  not 
this ;  they  may  eat  the  bread  and  spend  the  money  of  their 
idol  king,  but  will  never  be  of  any  material  injury  to  us  in 
the  field.  They  will  never  bo  formidable  as  soldiers.  Their 
wicked  principles  make  cowards  of  them  all.  They  never 
were,  they  never  will  be,  of  service  to  the  enemy  in  battle. 
They  never  could  be  brought  to  storm  the  works  or  stand  the 
fire  of  Americans  in  the  open  field.  Their  cowardice  will  se- 
cure us  from  any  danger  we  may  apprehend  from  their  em- 
bodying against  us;  but  nothing  can  prevent  the  thousand 
mischiefs  they  can  do  while  among  us.  Think  of  these  things 
betimes,  before  it  be  too  late,  and  we  and  our  posterity  forever 
have  reason  to  repent  our  lenity  to  the  Tories.1 

1  "A  Whig,"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  August  5. 
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June  19. — Yesterday  morning,  about  four  o'clock,  thirty- 
two  refugees,  commanded  by  Captain  Bonnei  and  other  officers, 
B«nn<  i  »  \ttjwk  lan(led  at  Greenwich,  in  Connecticut.  A  thick  fog 
od  Greenwich.  fjlV0re,l  their  entrance,  and  they  marched  through 
the  town  undiscovered ;  but  the  rebel  guard  being  at  length 
alarmed,  and  imagining  the  refugees  to  be  more  numerous 
than  in  fact  they  were,  fled  with  precipitation  before  them ; 
and  so  close  was  the  pursuit,  that  some  were  overtaken  and 
secured.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  refused  to  open  their 
doors  to  the  refugees,  and  reduced  them  to  the  necessity  of  en- 
tering the  windows;  notwithstanding  which,  they  plundered 
the  houses  of  nothing  but  arms  and  ammunition  ;  their  princi- 
pal object  being  horned  cattle,  of  which  they  brought  ofF  thirty- 
eight,  also  four  horses,  and  ten  or  twelve  prisoners.  Among 
the  latter  is  a  most  pestilent  rebel  priest,  and  preacher  of  sedi- 
tion, who,  when  taken,  swore  that  there  was  no  firearms  in  his 
house,  but,  upon  his  being  cautioned  against  equivocation,  and 
threatened  with  the  consequences  which  would  result  from 
persisting  in  it,  his  timid  spouse  produced  his  firelock,  and  a 
cartouch  box  with  eighteen  rounds  in  it.  The  refugees  pro- 
ceeded- about  six  miles  into  the  country,  collecting  cattle,  &c. 
On  their  return  they  were  attacked  by  a  body  of  rebels,  sup- 
posed to  consist  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty,  with  two  field- 
pieces  ;  but  they  kept  at  such  a  distance,  that  one  loyalist  only 
was  wounded  by  their  fire.  Before  the  refugees  embarked, 
they  landed  a  field-piece,  which  was  of  great  service,  and  after 
engaging  the  rebels  two  hours,  during  which  time  they  ex- 
pended all  their  ammunition,  they  got  safe  on  board,  and  ar- 
rived at  Oyster  Bay  about  noon  with  their  cattle  and  prisoners. 
They  were  obliged  to  leave  a  number  of  the  former  on  the  rebel 
shore  for  want  of  boats  to  bring  them  off.' 

June  20.— This  day  the  South  Carolina  troops  attempted 
to  force  the  British  lines  at  Stono  Ferry.   The  numbers  within 

B^rf  and  without  were  rather  too  nearly  equal  for  the 
stono  Ferry,  enterprise.  The  Americans  attacked  boldly,  fought 
gallantly,  and  retired  in  soldierly  order.    It  had  been  precon- 

»  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  July  13. 
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certed  that  seven  hundred  men  should  be  detached  from 
Charleston  to  James'  Island,  where  a  show  should  be  made  of 
a  design  to  land  on  John's  Island,  in  order  to  attract  the  ene- 
my's attention,  while  General  Lincoln  should  attack  their  re- 
doubts and  trenches.  By  some  unlucky  accident  the  appoint- 
ment was  not  kept,  and  the  seven  hundred  did  not  reach 
James'  Island  till  afternoon.  This  failure  enabled  the  British 
to  draw  a  large  reinforcement  from  John's  Island  to  the  main, 
and  brought  their  number  to  be  nearly  equal  to  that  of  Gen- 
eral Lincoln's  troops.  Maugre  this  balk  or  blunder,  the  gen- 
eral, at  half-past  seven  in  the  morning,  began  to  assault.  The 
order  of  the  battle  was  as  follows :  General  linger,  with  the 
two  Continental  brigades,  and  2d  battalion  of  light  infantry, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Henderson,  on  the  left,  where  the  most 
strenuous  efforts  were  to  be  made,  opposed  to  the  Highlanders ; 
General  Sumter,  with  the  North  and  South  Carolina  brigades 
of  militia,  and  1st  battalion  of  light  infantry,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Malmadie,  on  the  right;  the  Virginia  brigades  of 
militia  formed  a  corps  of  reserve. 

Colonel  Malmadie  began  the  action.  On  the  extension  of 
General  linger' s  division  to  the  left,  two  hundred  Highlanders 
sallied  out,  and  his  warm  discharge  of  musketry  was  exchang- 
ed, but  on  our  light  infantry's  quick  advance  to  the  charge, 
the  Highlanders  shrunk  into  the  works,  leaving  twenty-seven 
dead,  and  several  wounded  on  the  ground,  among  the  latter  a 
Captain  Bcnnet.  The  action  continued  with  great  warmth 
fifty-six  minutes.  The  enemy's  works  being  found  much 
stronger  than  was  expected,  the  American  field-pieties  making 
no  impression  on  them,  and  intelligence  being  likewise  received 
that  the  enemy  had  drawn  in  a  reinforcement  of  five  hundred 
men  from  John's  Island,  General  Lincoln  gave  orders  for  re- 
treating, which  the  troops  performed  in  good  order,  carrying 
off  their  dead  and  wounded.  The  light  infantrv  covered  the 
rear,  and  maintained  so  good  a  countenance,  that  the  enemy 
did  not  attempt  to  follow  more  than  four  hundred  yards,  and 
at  a  respectable  distance.1 

1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  August  10.    An  officer  in  Lincoln's  array  gives  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


698  DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION.  [1779. 

June  20. — Last  night  a  party  of  rebels,  supposed  from 
Horse  Xeck,  headed  by  one  Ben  Kirby,  whose  father  lives  on 
Long  Island,  and  is  known  to  be  an  atrocious 
rebel,  about  twelve  o'clock  attacked  the  house  of 
Abraham  Walton,  Esq.,  at  Musqueto  Cove,  forced  oj>en  the 
door  with  the  butt  ends  of  their  muskets,  seized  upon  the  per- 
son of  Mr.  Walton,  who  was  much  indisposed  in  bed,  used 
him  very  coarsely,  obliged  him  to  walk  four  miles,  plundered 
the  house,  took  away  all  the  silver  plate  they  could  find,  and 
demanded  Mrs.  Walton's  inonev,  which  she  delivered.  From 
Mr.  Walton's  they  proceeded  to  several  of  the  neighbors,  as 
Dr.  Brooks,  Mr.  Albert  Coles,  &c,  and  carried  them  all  off  to- 
gether to  Connecticut,  where  they  are  to  be  interrogated  by 
our  old  acquaintance  General  Lewis  Morris,  of  Morrisania. 
These  vermin,  during  this  predatory  business,  appeared  to  be 
in  great  perturbation.  Kirby  is  a  native  of  Long  Island,  had 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but  on  Count  D'Estaing's  arrival 
at  Sandy  Hook,  revolted  to  Jonathan.' 

following  account  of  this  battle: — "General  Lincoln  having  received  such  intelli- 
gence of  the  intention,  strength,  and  position  of  the  enemy,  as  rendered  it  ad- 
visable to  attack  tliem  at  Stono  ferry,  did  bo  with  great  vigor  tliia  morning, 
about  seven  o'clock.  They  were  advantageously  posted,  and  covered  by  three 
strong  redoubt?,  and  a  well-constructed  abattis  supported  by  several  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. The  picket  having  been  driven  in,  the  attack  began  on  the  right,  which 
was  instantly  continued  through  the  line.  A  large  body  of  Highlanders  sallied 
out  on  the  left  of  the  Americans,  but  were  soon  driven  into  their  redoubts  with 
considerable  slaughter.  The  action  continued  without  intermission  fifty-six  min- 
utes, when,  as  the  general  could  not  draw  the  enemy  out  of  their  lines,  (which 
were  so  strongly  constructed  that  the  American  light  field-pieces  could  make  no 
impression  upon  them,)  as  the  force  of  the  enemy  was  much  greater  than  had 
been  represented,  and  as  they  had,  during  the  engagement,  obtained  a  large  re- 
inforcement from  John's  Island,  the  American  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the 
lines,  and  all  their  artillery  and  wounded  brought  off.  Their  lo^s  is  inconsiderable. 
Many  of  the  wounded  are  already  on  duty,  and  most  of  the  rest,  (their  wounds 
being  slight,)  it  is  judged,  will  soon  recover.  The  enemy's  loss  is  supposed  to  be 
much  greater,  as  the  number  of  their  dead  were  reokoned  on  the  ground ;  and  it 
is  observed  that  their  field-pieces  were  several  times  left  without  a  man  to  work 
them.  Upon  the  whole,  though  the  Americans  had  not  the  wished-for  success, 
they  are  convinced  that  they  would  have  beaten  the  enemy  if  they  had  quitted 
their  lines.  It  is  probable  from  the  enemy's  sticking  close  to  them  that  they  were 
of  the  same  opinion." — New  York  Journal,  August  2. 
'  Riviugton's  Gazette,  July  3. 
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Should  America  continue  firmly  to  oppose  the  tyranny  of 
Britain,  says  a  correspondent,  may  not  the  promise  of  the  pres- 
ent day  sanctify  a  conjecture,  that  in  ;i  few  years  Tlu>  Fllturoof 
the  rising  grandeur  of  this  new  world  wiil  invite  America, 
every  man  from  Europe  who  is  not  attached  to  it  by  landed 
property  or  other  similar  cause.  There  is  a  field  opening  for 
every  species  of  manufacture,  art  ami  science,  trade  and  com- 
merce. Finely  situated  for  the  encouragement  and  cultivation 
of  business,  every  artificer  will  fly  here  and  transplant  with 
him  the  art  he  possesses.  Secure  from  tyrannical  burdens,  lie 
will  apply  himself  assiduously  in  the  prospect  of  reaping  what 
he  sowed,  and  will  assist  in  rearing  this  new  republic  to  a  pitch 
of  grandeur  superior,  perhaps,  to  any  state  now  existing.1 

Last  week  died,  at  Hammersmith,  in  England,  Mrs.  Ross, 
celebrated  for  her  beauty  and  constancy.  Having  met  with 
opposition  in  her  engagement  with  Captain  Charles  Thc  8  of 
Ross,  she  followed  him,  in  men's  clothes,  to  Amer-  Mre- ii0M- 
ica,  where,  after  such  a  research  and  fatigue  as  scarce  any  of 
her  sex  could  have  undergone,  she  found  him  in  the  woods  ly- 
ing for  dead,  after  a  skirmish  with  the  Indians,  and  with  a  poi- 
soned wound.  Having  previously  studied  surgery  in  England, 
she,  with  an  ardor  and  vigilance  which  only  such  a  passion 
could  inspire,  saved  his  life  by  sucking  his  wound,  the  only  ex- 
pedient that  could  have  effected  it  at  the  crisis  he  was  in,  and 
nursing  him  with  scarce  a  covering  from  the  sky  for  the  space 
of  six  weeks.  During  this  time  she  remained  unsuspected  by 
him,  having  dyed  her  skin  with  lime  and  bark  ;  and  keeping  to 
a  man's  habit,  still  supported  by  the  transport  of  hearing  his 
unceasing  aspirations  of  love  and  regret  for  that  dear  though 
(he  then  thought)  distant  object  of  his  soul,  being  charged  by 
him  with  transmitting  to  her  (had  the  captain  died)  his  remains, 
and  dying  asseverations  of  constancy  and  gratitude  for  the  un- 
paralleled care  and  tenderness  of  his  nurse,  the  bearer  of  them  ; 
but,  recovering,  they  removed  into  Philadelphia,  where,  as  soon 
as  she  had  found  a  clergyman  to  join  her  to  him  forever,  she 

1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  June  29. 
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appeared  as  herself,  the  priest  accompanying  her.  They  lived 
for  the  space  of  four  years  in  a  fondness  almost  ideal  to  the 
present  age  of  corruption,  and  that  could  only  be  interrupted 
by  her  declining  health,  the  fatigue  she  had  undergone,  and 
the  poison  not  properly  expelled  which  she  had  imbibed  from 
his  wound,  undermining  her  constitution.  The  knowledge  he 
had  of  it,  and  piercing  regret  of  having  been  the  occasion,  af- 
fecting him  still  more  sensibly,  he  died  with  a  broken  heart 
last  spring  at  John's  Town,  in  New  York.  She  lived  to  return 
and  implore  forgiveness  of  her  family,  whom  she  had  distress- 
ed so  long  by  their  ignorance  of  her  destiny.  She  died,  in 
consequence  of  her  grief  and  affection,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six.1 

THE  AMERICAN  VICAR  OF  BRAY. 

When  Royal  George  rul'd  o'er  this  land, 

And  loyalty  no  harm  meant, 
For  church  and  king  I  made  a  stand, 

And  so  I  got  preferment. 
I  still  opposed  all  party  tricks, 

For  reasons  I  thought  clear  ones, 
And  swore  it  was  their  politics, 

To  make  us  Presbyterians. 

And  this  is  law  I  will  maintain, 

Until  my  dying  day,  sir, 
Let  whatsoever  king  will  reign, 

I'll  be  a  Vicar  of  Bray,  air. 

When  Stamp  Act  pass'd  the  Parliament, 

To  bring  some  grist  to  mill,  sir, 
To  back  it  was  my  firm  intent, 

But  soon  there  came  repeal,  sir. 
I  quickly  join'd  the  common  cry, 

That  we  should  all  be  slaves,  sir, 
The  House  of  Commons  was  a  sty, 

The  King  and  Lords  were  knaves,  sir. 

Now  all  went  smooth  as  Fmooth  could  be, 

I  strutted  and  look'd  bip,  sir; 
And  when  they  laid  a  tax  on  tea, 

I  was  believed  a  Whig,  sir. 

1  Gaine's  Mercury,  October  4. 
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I  laugh'd  at  all  the  rain  pretence 

Of  taxing  at  this  distance, 
And  swore  before  I'd  pay  my  pence, 

rd  make  a  firm  resistance. 


A  Congress  now  was  quickly  call'd, 

That  we  might  act  together ; 
I  thought  that  Britain  v.ould  appall'd 

Be  glad  to  make  fair  weather. 
And  soon  repeal  th'  obnoxious  bill, 

As  she  had  done  before,  sir, 
That  we  may  gather  wealth  at  will, 

And  so  be  tax'd  no  more,  sir. 


But  Britain  was  not  quickly  scar'd, 

She  told  another  story  ; 
When  independence  was  declar'd, 

I  figur'd  as  a  Tory ; 
Declar'd  it  was  rebellion  base, 

To  take  up  anus— 1  curs'd  it— 
For  faith  it  seemed  a  settled  case, 

That  we  should  soon  be  worsted. 

When  penal  laws  were  pass'd  by  vote, 

I  thought  the  test  a  grievance, 
Yet  sooner  than  I'd  loose  a  goat, 

I  swore  the  State  allegiance. 
The  then  disguise  could  hardly  pass, 

For  I  was  much  suspected  ; 
I  felt  myself  much  like  the 

In  lion's  skin  detected. 


The  French  alliance  now  came  forth, 

The  papists  flocked  in  shoals,  sir, 
Frizeur  Marquises,  Valets  of  birth, 

And  priests  to  save  our  souls,  sir. 
Our  "  good  ally,"  with  tow'ring  wing, 

Embrac'd  the  flattering  hope,  sir, 
That  we  should  own  him  for  our  king, 

And  then  invite  the  Pope,  sir. 

When  ITowc,  with  drums  and  great  parade, 
March'd  through  this  famous  town,  sir, 

I  cried,  "  May  Fame  hi*  temples  shade 
"  With  laurels  for  a  crown,  sir." 
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■With  zeal  I  swore  to  make  amends 

To  {rood  old  constitution, 
And  drunk  confusion  to  the  friends 

Of  our  late  revolution. 

But  poor  Burgovne's  denounced  my  fate, 

The  Whigs  began  to  glory, 
I  now  hewail'd  my  wretched  state, 

T!:at  I  was  e'er  a  Tory. 
By  night  the  British  left  the  shore, 

Nor  car'd  for  friends  a  fig,  sir, 
I  tuin'd  the  cat  in  pan  once  more, 

And  .^o  become  a  Whig,  sir. 

I  call'd  the  army  butch'ring  dogs, 

A  bloody  tyrant  King,  sir, 
The  Commons,  Lords,  a  set  of  rogues, 

That  all  deserved  to  swing,  sir. 
Since  f.tte  has  made  us  great  and  free, 

And  Providence  can't  falter, 
So  long  till  death  my  king  shall  be, 

Unless  the  times  should  alter.1 

Juste  30. — That  wretched  tool  of  a  brutish  tyrant,  Sir 
Harry  Clinton,  in  a  proclamation,  dated  this  day,  has  declared, 
ciintnn'*  xvto  u  l  nat  u^  Negroes  taken  in  arms,  or  upon  any 
Proclamation,  military  duty,  shall  be  purchased,  and  the  money 
paid  to  the  captors."  lie  likewise  invites  all  Negroes  to  desert 
the  States,  and  u  take  refuge  with  his  army ; "  meaning,  no 
doubt,  (like  the  noted  Negro  thief,  Lord  Dun  more ,)  to  put  such 
refugees  in  his  pocket.  However,  I  am  not  much  concerned, 
nor  is  the  cause  of  freedom  much  interested,  how  Sir  Henry 
and  his  black  and  white  refugees,  settle  their  accounts ;  as  they 
arc  all  villains,  it  matters  little  which  may  prove  in  the  end 
the  greatest.  But  justice,  honor,  and  freedom,  are  concerned 
for  all  men,  of  whatever  nation  or  kindred,  who  are  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  fight  nnder  the  banners  of  free- 
dom ;  therefore  I  have  long  expected  some  notice  from  author- 
ity, would  have  been  taken  of  that  insulting  and  villanous 
proclamation.    Justice  demands  retaliation  for  every  man  in 

1  Rivington'a  Gazette,  June  30. 
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the  service  of  these  States  who  may  be  injured  by  the  ruffian 
tyrant  or  any  of  his  slaves;  and  his  slave  Sir  Harry  ought  to 
be  told  what  retaliation  he  is  to  expect  jrom  the  insulted  maj- 
esty of  our  nation  in  this  instance.' 

Jilt  2. — Last  night,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton  marched 
out  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  and  early  this  morning  attacked 
a  party  of  the  rebel  Nags,  commanded  by  a  Colonel  Ta,1(.tnn  !,  KUA<tk 
Sheldon,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bedford.  The on  u'e,lfonl-  N  Y- 
Americans'  situation  was  in  a  wood,  with  a  morass  on  each 
side,  which  was  intersected  by  a  road,  along  which  they,  with 
great  precipitancy,  retreated.  Tlie  rebel  officers  and  men  quit- 
ted their  jades,  and  threw  themselves  over  the  fences  to  gain 
the  swamp.  By  so  sudden  a  flight,  in  such  a  narrow  road,  no 
great  impression  could  be  made,  only  on  the  rear,  of  whom 
about  twenty-two  were  killed  and  wounded.  Two  corps  of 
rebel  militia,  which  had  formed  on  their  rear,  at  the  approach 
of  the  legion,  quitted  their  post,  retreating  to  the  morass.  The 
colonel,  finding  it  impracticable,  with  his  fatigued  horses,  to 
pursue  them  further,  returned  to  the  camp  of  the  rebels,  burned 
and  destroyed  their  whole  baggage,  and  brought  off  a  standard, 
about  an  hundred  helmets,  and  seventeen  prisoners,  with  the 
loss  of  one  corporal  of  the  legion  killed,  and  one  light  horseman 
wounded  by  some  skulking  militia  firing  from  the  fences  on  his 
return.  Thev  were  cautioned  by  the  commanding  officer  to 
desist  from  firing,  on  pain  of  their  houses  being  consumed,  but 
still  foolhardily  persevering  in  their  hostility,  he  was  con- 
strained to  carry  his  menaces  into  execution,  and  several  houses 
were  accordingly  destroyed. 

Among  the  prisoners  is  one  of  the  Vantassels,  from  near 
Tarrytown,  of  a  pedigree  partly  Indian  and  partly  Batavian. 
This  despicable  caitiff  has  of  late  amused  himself  with  cruelly 
flagellating  numbers  of  inoffensive  women,  whom  he  had  sus- 
pected of  frequenting  the  New  York  markets.  Four  of  this 
hardy  varlets  brothers  are  also  in  safe  custody,  held  as  hostages 
for  four  men  of  the  provincial  corps  who  have  been  made  pris- 

1  An  11  American  Soldier,"  in  the  New  York  racket,  November  18. 
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oners  on  the  North  River,  tried  and  destined  to  the  cord  by 
their  new  republican  legislature.  The  Yankees  have  been  for- 
mally apprised  that  the  fate  of  the  Vantassel  fraternity  will  de- 
pend immediately  upon  that  of  the  loyal  provincials ;  when 
once  the  gallows  of  castigation  shall  be  erected  on  the  side  of 
loyalty,  a  period  to  the  public  and  wanton  murder  of  the 
King's  friends  will  most  assuredly  follow. 

One  Hunt,  formerly  a  breeches  maker  of  New  York,  but 
of  late  a  vender  of  the  confiscated  estates  of  loyal  refugees,  an 
orator,  and  a  messenger  employed  by  the  Congress,  was  at  the 
same  time  delivered  to  the  custody  of  Mr.  Cunningham,1  to 
sympathize  at  leisure,  en  provost,  with  his  mongrel  friend  Van- 
tassel on  the  disastrous  condition  of  their  paper  piastres,  the 
dwindled  number  of  Mr.  Washington's  scaled  miserables,  and 
the  chop-fallen  countenance  of  each  delegate  at  this  time  com- 
posing the  distracted  Continental  Congress.1 

Jcly  5. — Yesterday  being  the  anniversary  of  the  day  which 
gave  freedom  to  the  vast  republic  of  America,  the  Congress, 

catholic  the  President,  and  the  Council  of  the  State,  with 
PMiudeiphtu.  the  other  civil  and  military  officers,  and  a  number 
of  principal  gentlemen  and  ladies,  at  twelve  o'clock,  attended 
at  the  Roman  Chapel,  in  Philadelphia,  agreeable  to  invitation 
received  from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Most  Cliris- 
tian  Majesty.  A  Te  Dcum  was  performed  on  the  occasion  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  all  present,  and  his  excellency's  chap- 
lain delivered  a  short  and  elegant  address  to  his  audience,  of 
which  we  have  been  favored  with  the  following  translation: 

"  Gentlemen  : — We  are  assembled  to  celebrate  the  anniver- 
sary of  that  day  which  Providence  had  marked  in  his  eternal 
decrees  to  become  the  epocha  of  liberty  and  independence  to 
the  thirteen  United  States  of  America.  That  Being  whose  al- 
mighty hand  holds  all  existence  beneath  its  dominion,  undoubt- 
edly produces  in  the  depth  of  his  wisdom  those  great  events 
which  astonish  the  universe,  and  of  which  the  most  presump- 
tuous, though  instrumental  in  accomplishing  them,  dare  not  at- 

1  The  keeper  of  the  Provost  Prison  in  Now  York. 
*  Rmngton's  Gazette,  July  7. 
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tribute  to  themselves  tlie  merit.  But  the  finger  of  God  is  still 
more  peculiarly  evident  in  that  happy,  that  glorious  revolu- 
tion, which  calls  forth  this  day's  festivity.  He  hath  struck  the 
oppressors  of  a  people,  free  and  peaceable,  with  that  spirit  of 
delusion,  which  renders  the  wicked  artificers  of  their  own  prop- 
er misfortunes.  Permit  me,  my  dear  brethren,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  to  address  you  on  this  occasion.  It  is  that  God 
— that  all-powerful  God  who  hath  directed  your  steps,  when 
you  knew  not  where  to  apply  for  counsel — who,  when  you 
were  without  arms,  fought  for  you  with  the  sword  of  eternal 
justice — who,  when  you  were  in  adversity,  pound  into  your 
hearts  the  spirit  of  courage,  of  wisdom,  and  of  fortitude,  and 
who  has  at  length  raised  up  for  your  support- a  youthful  sover- 
eign whose  virtues  bless  and  adorn  a  sensible,  a  faithful,  and  a 
generous  nation.  This  nation  has  blended  her  interests  with 
your  interests,  and  her  sentiments  with  yours.  She  partici- 
pates in  all  your  joys,  and  this  day  unites  her  voice  to  yours 
at  the  foot  of  the  altars  of  the  eternal  God,  to  celebrate  that 
glorious  revolution  which  has  placed  the  sons  of  America 
among  the  free  and  independent  nations  of  the  earth  ! 

u  We  have  nothing  to  apprehend  but  the  anger  of  Heaven, 
or  that  the  measure  of  our  guilt  should  exceed  the  measure 
of  his  mercy.  Let  us  then  prostrate  ourselves  at  the  feet  of 
the  immortal  God,  who  holds  the  fate  of  empires  in  his  hands, 
and  raises  them  up  at  his  pleasure,  or  breaks  them  to  dust — let 
us  conjure  him  to  enlighten  our  enemies,  and  to  dispose  their 
hearts  to  enjoy  that  tranquillity  and  happiness  which  the  revo- 
lution we  now  celebrate  has  established  for  a  great  part  of  the 
human  race — let  us  implore  him  to  conduct  us  by  that  way 
which  his  Providence  has  marked  out  for  arriving  at  so  desir- 
able an  end — let  us  offer  unto  him  hearts  imbued  with  senti- 
ments of  respect,  consecrated  by  religion,  by  humanity  and 
patriotism.  Never  is  the  august  ministry  of  his  altars  more 
acceptable  to  his  divine  Majesty  than  when  it  lays  at  his  feet 
homages,  offerings,  and  vows  so  pure,  so  worthy  the  com- 
mon parent  of  mankind.  God  will  not  respect  our  joy,  for  he 
is  the  author  of  it ;  nor  will  he  reject  our  prayers,  for  they  ask 
but  the  full  accomplishment  of  the  decrees  he  hath  manifested.  , 
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Filled  with  this  spirit,  let  ns  in  concert  with  each  other,  raise 
our  hearts  to  the  Eternal — let  us  implore  his  infinite  mercy  to 
be  pleased  to  inspire  the  rulers  of  both  nations  with  the  wis- 
dom and  force  necessary  to  perfect  what  it  hath  begun.  Let 
us,  in  a  word,  unite  our  voices  to  beseech  him  to  dispense  his 
blessing  upon  the  counsels  and  anus  of  the  allies,  that  we  may 
soon  enjoy  the  sweets  of  a  peace  which  will  cement  the  Union, 
and  establish  the  prosperity  of  the  two  empires.  It  is  with 
this  view  that  we  shall  cause  that  canticle  to  be  performed 
which  the  custom  of  the  Catholic  Church  hath  consecrated,  to 
be  at  once  a  testimonial  of  public  joy,  a  thanksgiving  for 
benefits  received  from  Heaven,  and  a  prayer  for  the  continu- 
ance of  its  mercies."  1 

July  7. — On  Sundav  night  last,  (4th.)  a  fleet  of  British 
ships  and  vessels  were  observed  in  Long  Island  Sound,  stand- 
Tryon-i  n.<.rnt  m»  towards  New  Haven,  and  about  two  o'clock 
onNcw  iitvi-n.        ncxt  morning  the  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Ca- 
milla and  Scorpion  men-of-war,  with  tenders,  row-galleys,  and 
transports,  to  the  number  of  forty-eight,  commanded  by  Sir 
George  Collier,  anchored  off  "West  Haven.     Thev  had  on 
board,  it  is  said,  between  two  and  three  thousand  land  forces, 
commanded  by  Governor  Try  on,  who,  a  little  after  sunrise, 
landed  most  of  the  troops  on  "West  Haven  Point.    The  alarm 
guns  wore  fired,  the  drums  beat  to  arms,  and  every  prepara- 
tion which  the  confusion  and  distress  of  the  inhabitants  (on 
the  near  and  sudden  approach  of  so  terrible  an  enemy)  would 
permit,  was  made  for  defence  and  resistance.    The  bridge  on 
the  western  road  was  taken  up,  and  a  number  of  field-pieces 
were  placed  and  served  to  such  advantage  sis  prevented  the 
enemy's  approaching  the  town  by  that  route.    They  then  pro- 
ceeded on  the  west  side  of  the  creek,  in  order  to  cross  at  the 
bridge  on  the  Amity  road,  but  were  bravely  opposed  by  small 
parties  of  Americans,  particularly  by  about  twenty -five  under 
the  command  of  a  lieutenant  of  the  militia,  who  drove  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  of  the  enemy  for  near  half  a  mile,  and 
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retarded  their  getting  into  the  town  for  about  three  hours,  giv- 
ing all  the  women,  except  those  who  entertained  too  favorable 
an  opinion  of  them,  time  to  escape. 

The  British  intended  to  have  destroyed  the  powder  and 
paper  mills,  the  hitter  of  which  several  of  them  entered,  but 
were  obliged  to  retire  (before  they  had  time  to  do  any  mis- 
chief) by  a  party  of  Americans  posted  there  and  at  the  bridge, 
who  made  fourteen  of  them  prisoners.  The  main  body  of  the 
enemy  in  a  column,  and  two  flanking  parties,  then  forded  the 
stream,  some  distance  below  the  bridge,  and  proceeded  through 
the  enclosed  grounds  to  the  town.  The  people,  though  yet 
assembled  in  very  small  numbers,  kept  up  a  scattering  fire 
with  them  all  the  way  to  the  entrance  of  the  town,  and  several 
were  killed  and  wounded  on  each  side.  Between  twelve  and 
one  o'clock  the  enemy  entered  the  town  in  the  most  malignant 
disposition,  enraged  by  the  opposition  from  a  number  much 
inferior  to  their  own,  proud  of  their  superiority,  ashamed  of 
the  difficulty  of  overcoming  the  resistance  of  so  small  a  num- 
ber, and  cruel  in  their  resentment.  They  vented  their  fury 
upon  the  persons  and  effects  of  all  who  unfortunately  fell 
under  their  power.  They  plundered  the  houses  of  every  thing 
they  could  carry  away  or  convert  to  their  own  use,  and  broke 
or  destroyed  every  whole  article  of  household  goods  and  furni- 
ture, together  with  the  window  glass  and  sashes.  A  few 
houses,  however,  escaped  plunder,  and  a  few  persons  abuse. 
These  were  such  as  were  either  noted  Tories,  or  those  that  had 
been  particularly  recommended  by  such  of  those  at  whose 
houses  the  officers  happened  to  put  up,  or  who  were  spared 
through  caprice  or  accident.  Some  few  of  the  inhabitants, 
both  male  and  female,  were  noted  Tories,  who  stayed  in 
through  choice,  and  were  glad  of  such  visitants.  Some  others, 
though  professing  to  be  Whigs,  had  conceived  a  good  opinion 
of  the  enemy,  and  believed  they  would  behave  well  and 
politely  to  those  who  were  peaceable  and  did  not  oppose  them. 
These,  too,  stayed  in  of  choice;  a  very  small  number,  and  no 
women  among  them  that  we  have  heard  of,  were  unwillingly 
caught  in  town,  having  no  opportunity  to  get  out.  The  few 
men  who  stayed  in  town,  most  of  whom  were  old,  infirm,  or 
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Tories,  were  treated  with  the  greatest  abuse  and  insolent  fero- 
city— stripped  and  plundered  of  every  thing  valuable  about 
them,  and  on  the  slightest  pretences,  or  even  without  any  pre" 
tenee  at  all,  inhumanly  stabbed  with  bayonets,  shot,  or  other- 
wise  murdered,  with  circumstances  of  savage  and  wanton 
cruelty.    One  Kennedy,  a  noted  Torv  who  rejoiced  at  their 

v  »  WW 

coming,  they  plundered  of  his  buckles,  etc.,  and  on  his  ex- 
pressing some  resentment,  immediately  stabbed  him  to  death. 
A  very  old  man  of  the  name  of  English,  (whose  daughter  was 
busy  in  providing  for  their  entertainment,)  on  expression  of 
reproof,  uttered  in  the  most  gentle,  inoffensive  manner,  they 
murdered  by  running  through  the  body  several  times  with 
bavonets  :  and  as  he  lav  on  his  back  bleeding  on  the  floor  in 
the  agonies  of  death,  his  daughter  coming  in,  exclaimed — 
"  Oli !  how  could  you  murder  my  poor  old  father  so  cruelly  ?  " 
One  of  them  asking,  u  Is  he  your  father  i "  to  which  she  an- 
swered, u  Oh  J  yes,  he  is  my  father,"  the  inhuman  villain  im- 
mediately stood  and  stamped  on  his  breast,  and  then  upon  his 
face,  crushing  down  his  nose.  Mr.  Bears,  the  elder,  a  man  of 
a  most  respectable  and  inoffensive  character,  had  been  enter- 
taining them  in  his  own  house,  in  the  most  liberal  and  obliging 
mtfnner,  treating  them  with  good  wine  and  punch  ;  one  of  them 
who  had  been  out,  came  in,  and  charged  him  with  having  fired 
a  gun  out  of  the  window,  and  presenting  a  gun,  swore  he  would 
kill  him  for  it  immediately.  Mr.  Bears  seeing  by  the  ruffian's 
motions  that  he  intended  to  murder  him,  denied  that  he  had 
fired  any  gun,  or  knew  or  believed  that  any  had  been  fired  out 
of  the  house ;  and  said,  "  You  see  I  am  an  old,  infirm  man  ;  I 
am  not  able  to  do  you  any  hurt,  and  have  done  nothing  to  op- 
pose you  ;  all  I  have  is  in  your  hands — why  should  you  take 
away  my  life  ?  "  Unmoved  by  this  remonstrance,  the  villain 
immediately  shot  him,  giving  him  a  mortal  wound. 

One  Tuttle,  (a  man  who  on  some  late  very  great  losses  and 
misfortunes,  occasioned  by  his  having  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  British  tyrant,  had  lost  his  senses  and  been  in  a  state  of 
distraction,  not  having  spoken  a  word  for  above  six  weeks  before 
the  time,)  being  met  by  some  of  the  British  cut-throats,  they 
asked  him  a  question,  which  he  not  regarding,  and  making  no 
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answer,  they  stabbed  with  a  bayonet,  which  some  person  of 
the  town  seeing,  told  them  the  man  was  crazy,  and  had  not 
spoken  a  word  these  six  weeks.  "  Damn  him,"  replied  the 
murderer,  "  it  is  time  he  should  be  made  to  speak  ; "  and  forc- 
ing the  point  of  the  bayonet  into  his  mouth,  thrust  it  into  his 
tongue,  drew  it  out  and  cut  it  off.  The  man  died  in  a  few 
hours.  And  so  firmly  were  these  British  miscreants  possessed 
of  the  diabolical  spirit  of  murder,  that  it  did  not  quit  them  in 
the  last  stage  of  life,  but  went  with  them  into  eternity,  to  at- 
tend them  at  their  appearance  before  their  Judge  !  One  Mr. 
Gilbert,  a  man  advanced  in  years,  having  faithfully  attended 
his  duty  in  the  field,  in  defence  of  the  just  rights  and  liberty 
of  his  country  against  the  invasion  of  the  bloody  tyrants, 
happened  to  give  a  mortal  wound  to  one  of  their  officers,  and 
afterwards  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  and  brought  to 
the  man  he  had  wounded.  The  dying  wretch,  instigated  by 
infernal  malice  and  revenge,  said  to  the  men  under  his  com- 
mand, "  That  man  has  murdered  me ;  kill  him,  kill  him  I  " 
And  this  murderous  order  was  instantly  executed  accordingly ; 
so  that  both  spirits  took  their  departure  nearly  togetlier,  and 
might,  perhaps,  together  be  summoned  to  make  their  appear- 
ance before  the  awful  tribunal.  What  a  contrast  in  their  cir- 
cumstances ! 

The  behavior  of  this  crew  of  British  miscreants  to  the  un- 
happy women,  who  conceiving  too  favorable  an  opinion  of 
them,  and  confiding  in  their  politeness  and  generosity,  had 
stayed  in  town  and  trusted  themselves  in  their  hands  ;  to  these 
they  behaved  with  worse  than  savage  cruelty,  and  though 
most,  if  not  all  of  them,  were  reputed  of  Tory  principles,  yet 
very  few,  if  any,  of  the  young  women,  (except  6ome  who  fled 
for  protection  to  a  few  protected  persons)  nor  not  all  the  old, 
or  even  the  negroes,  escaped  violation — some  in  the  presence 
of  their  husbands,  and  others  by  great  numbers  successively. 
Some  of  these  unhappy  victims  they  carried  off  with  them  in 
their  vessels.  These  are  some  of  the  exploits  of  Britons  (long 
famous  for  justice  and  generosity,  but  now,  alas !  how  fallen) 
at  New  Haven. 

After  keeping  possession  of  the  town  all  night,  (and  a  night 
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of  horror  it  was  to  the  inhabitants,)  pretty  early  yesterday 
morning  a  considerable  body  of  militia,  being  collected  under 
the  command  of  General  Ward,  General  Hart,  and  other 
officers,  and  great  numbers  continually  coming  in  from  every 
quarter,  the  enemy  unexpectedly  and  with  great  stillness  and 
despatch,  retreated  with  their  vessels,  taking  with  them  about 
twenty  of  the  inhabitants  prisoners,  with  three  or  four  families, 
and  a  few  other  persons  who  chose  to  accompany  them. 

While  the  British  General  Garth,  with  his  division,  plun- 
dered New  llaven,  Sir  George  Collier  brought  his  fleet  into 
the  harbor,  landed  Governor  Tryon  with  the  rest  of  the  troops, 
at  East  Haven,  and  then  began  a  heavy  cannonade  on  the  little 
fort  at  Black  Rock,  which  was  handsomely  defended  as  long 
as  it  was  tenable,  and  then  evacuated.  On  Tuesday  after- 
noon the  militia  collected  in  such  numbers,  and  pressed  so 
close  upon  Governor  Tryon  that  he  thought  best  to  retreat  on 
board  his  fleet,  and  before  morning  had  set  sail  to  the  west- 
ward. 

The  abusive  and  cruel  treatment  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Haven,  the  wanton  and  malicious  destruction  of  that  part  of 
their  property  that  could  not  be  carried  away,  and  the  burning 
of  the  warehouses  on  the  wharf  with  the  vessels  that  lay  there, 
as  also  part  of  the  houses  at  East  Haven,  sufficiently  prove 
that  it  was  not  owing  to  good  will  that  the  town  of  New  Haven 
was  not  burfied.  The  most  probable  conjecture  is,  that  it  was 
spared  for  tlie  sake  of  the  plunder. 

The  American  loss  at  New  Haven  is  twenty-three  killed  and 
fifteen  wounded ;  that  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  exactly  ascer- 
tained, but  is  known  to  exceed  one  hundred,  and  some  report 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  among  which  are  two  adjutants,  and 
some  other  officers  they  much  lament.  The  number  of 
Americans  killed,  exceeding  that  of  the  wounded,  has  been 
uncommon  in  former  wars,  but  has  frequently  happened  in  this 
between  Britain  and  America,  and  can  only  be  accounted  for 
by  supposing  that  they  generally  murder  our  wounded  men 
that  fall  into  their  hands.1 

1  New  York  Journal,  July  19. 
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The  British  fleet,  with  the  same  accursed  crew  of  aban- 
doned, bloody  miscreants  who  left  New  Haven  yesterday, 
arrived  at  Fairfield  this  afternoon,  and  continued  Tho  Burn,ng of 
their  plundering  and  destruction.  A  correspond- 
ent  gives  the  following  account  of  their  ravages : — ■**  About 
four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  of  July,  the  ap- 
proach of  the  fleet  was  announced  by  the  tiring  of  a  gun  from 
a  small  fort  on  G rover's  Hill,  contiguous  to  the  Sound.  They 
seemed,  however,  to  be  passing  by.  About  seven  o'clock  we 
with  pleasure  beheld  them  all  to  the  westward  of  us,  steering, 
as  we  thought,  for  New  York.  A  very  thick  fog  came  on 
which  deprived  us  of  them  till  between  the  hours  of  nine  and 
ten,  when,  the  mist  clearing  away,  we  beheld  the  whole  fleet 
right  under  our  western  shore,  and  some  of  them  close  in  with 
Kinzie's  Point.  They  presently  came  to  anchor,  and  lay  till 
about  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  began  to  land  the 
troops  a  little  to  the  eastward  of  Kinzie's  Point,  at  a  place 
called  the  Pines.  From  thence  the  troops  inarched  along  the 
beach  until  they  came  to  a  lane  opposite  the  centre  of  the 
town,  through  which  they  proceeded,  and  in  about  an  hour 
paraded  in  three  divisions  on  the  green  between  the  meeting- 
house and  court  house.  From  thence  thev  detached  their 
guards,  and  then  dividing  into  small  parties,  proceeded  on 
their  infernal  business.  Their  commanding  officers  were  Sir 
George  Collier  by  sea,  Generals  Tryon  and  Garth  by  land. 

"  The  approach  of  the  fleet  was  so  sudden  that  but  a  few 
men  could  be  collected,  though  the  alarm  guns  were  fired  im- 
mediately upon  the  dissipation  of  the  fog.  There  was  no 
thought  of  opposing  their  landing,  as  our  force  was  nothing 
to  theirs.  Our  little  party,  however,  posted  themselves  so  as 
to  annoy  them  to  the  best  advantage,  expecting  that  they 
would  land  at  the  Point.  When  our  people  found  them  land- 
ing on  their  left,  and  marching  in  their  rear  to  take  possession 
of  the  town,  they  retreated  immediately  to  the  court  house 
green  ;  and  as  the  enemy  advanced  through  the  beach  lane, 
they  gave  them  such  a  warm  reception  with  a  fleld-piece, 
which  threw  both  round  and  grape  shot,  and  with  their  mus- 
ketry, as  quite  disconcerted  them  for  some  time.    The  column, 
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however,  quickly  recovered  its  solidity,  and  advancing  rapidly, 
forced  our  small  body  to  retreat  to  the  heights  hack  of  the 
town,  where  they  were  ioined  by  numbers  who  were  coming 
in  from  the  country.  The  enemy  were  likewise  galled  very 
much,  as  they  turned  from  the  back  of  the  lane,  by  the  can- 
non which  played  from  Grover's  Hill. 

"The  town  was  almost  cleared  of  inhabitants — a  few  wo- 
men, some  of  them  ladies  of  the  most  respectable  families  and 
character,  tarried  with  a  view  of  saving  their  property.  They 
imagined  that  their  sex  and  character  would  avail  to  6uch  a 
purpose ;  they  put  such  confidence  in  the  generosity  of  an 
enemy  who  were  once  famed  for  humanity  and  politeness,  and 
thought  that  kind  treatment  and  submissive  behavior  from 
them  would  secure  them  against  harsh  treatment  and  rough 
usage.  Alas  !  they  were  miserably  mistaken  ;  they  every  one 
bitterly  repented  their  confidence  and  presumption. 

"The  parties  that  were  first  set  loose  for  rapine  and  plun- 
der, were  the  Hessians.  They  entered  the  houses,  attacked  the 
.  persons  of  Whig  and  Tory  indiscriminately,  breaking  open 
desks,  trunks,  chests,  closets,  and  taking  away  every  thing  of 
value ;  they  robbed  women  of  buckles,  rings,  bonnets,  aprons, 
and  handkerchiefs;  they  abused  them  with  the  foulest  and 
most  profane  language,  threatened  their  lives,  presenting  bay- 
onets to  their  breasts,  not  in  the  least  regarding  the  most 
earnest  cries  and  entreaties ;  there  was  likewise  heard  the 
dashing  of  looking  glasses,  furniture,  china,  and  whatever  came 
in  their  power.  A  nursing  infant  was  plundered  of  part  of 
its  clothing,  while  the  bayonet  was  held  to  his  mother. 

"Another  party  that  came  on  were  the  American  refugees, 
who,  in  revenge  for  their  confiscated  estates,  carried  on  the 
same  business.  They  were  not,  however,  so  abusive  to  the 
women  as  the  former,  but  appeared  very  furious  against  the 
town  and  country. 

"The  Britons  were  the  least  inveterate.  Somo  of  the 
officers  seemed  to  pity  the  misfortunes  of  the  country,  but  in 
excuse  said  they  had  no  other  way  to  gain  their  authority  over 
us.  Individuals  among  the  British  troop  were  exceedingly 
abusive,  especially  to  women.    They  solicited,  they  attempted 
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their  chastity  ;  and  though  no  rape  was  committed,  yet  some 
were  forced  to  submit  to  the  most  indelicate  and  rough  treat- 
ment. Tliev  exerted  their  utmost  strength  in  the  defence  of 
their  virtue,  and  some  still  bear  the  scars  and  bruises  of  the 
horrid  conflict. 

"  Just  about  an  hour  before  sunset  the  conflagration  began 
at  the  house  of  Josiah  Jennings,  which  was  consumed,  with  the 
neighboring  buildings.  In  the  evening,  the  house  of  Elijah 
Abel,  Es<p,  sheriff  of  the  county,  was  consumed,  with  a  few 
others.  In  the  night,  several  buildings  were  burnt  in  the  main 
street.  General  Tryon  was  in  various  parts  of  the  town — the 
good  women  begging  and  entreating  him  to  spare  their  houses. 
Mr.  Say  re,  the  Church  of  England's  missionary,  a  gentleman 
firmly  and  zealously  engaged  in  the  British  interest,  and  who 
has  suffered  considerably  in  their  cause,  joined  the  women  in 
their  entreaties,  begged  the  general  to  spare  the  town  ;  but 
his  request  was  denied.  lie  then  begged  that  a  few  houses 
might  be  kept  as  a  shelter  for  some  who  could  provide  habita- 
tions nowhere  else;  this  was  likewise  denied  him.  At  length 
Mr.  Tryon  consented  to  spare  the  buildings  and  property  of  Mr. 
Burr  and  the  writer  of  this  epistle.  They  had  both  been  plun- 
dered ere  this.  lie  likewise  said  that  the  houses  of  public 
worship  should  be  spared.  He  was  far  from  being  in  a  good 
temper  of  mind  during  the  whole  affair.  General  Garth,  at 
the  other  end  of  the.  town,  treated  the  inhabitants  with  as 
much  humanity  as  his  errand  would  admit  of. 

"  At  sunrise,  some  considerable  part  of  the  town  was  stand- 
ing ;  but  in  about  two  hours  the  conflagration  became  general. 
The  burning  pirates  carried  on  their  business  with  horrible 
alacrity,  headed  by  two  or  three  persons  who  were  bom  and 
bred  in  the  neighboring  towns.  All  the  town,  from  the  bridge 
towards  Stratford  to  the  Mill  river,  (a  few  houses  excepted,) 
were  consumed. 

"About  eight  o'clock  the  enemy  sounded  a  retreat.  The 
meeting-house  and  a  few  other  houses  were  standing,  which 
afforded  some  pleasure  amidst  our  woe  ;  but  the  rear  guard, 
consisting  of  a  banditti  of  the  vilest  that  was  ever  let  loose 
among  men,  set  fire  to  every  thing  which  General  Tryon  had 
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left — the  large  and  elegant  meeting,  the  ministers'  houses,  Mr. 
Burr's,  and  other  houses  which  had  received  protection.  They 
tore  Try  on 's  protections  in  pieces,  daum'd  "  General  Tryon  and 
his  protections,"  and  abused  women  most  shamefully  ;  they 
ran  oft*  in  a  very  disgraceful  manner.  Happily  our  men  came 
in,  and  extinguished  the  flames  in  several  houses,  so  that  we 
are  not  entirely  destroyed.  The  Church  of  England  building 
was  destroyed  ;  but  by  whom,  or  at  what  time,  I  am  not  able 
to  say. 

"  The  rear  guard,  which  behaved  in  such  a  scandalous  man- 
ner, were  chiefly  Germans  called  Jagers,  whic  h  carry  a  small 
rifle-gun,  and  tight  in  a  skulking  manner,  much  like  our  Indi- 
ans. They  may  emphatically  be  called  the  sons  of  plunder 
and  devastation. 

"  Our  fort  yet  stands.  The  enemy  sent  a  row  galley  to 
silence  it,  and  there  was  a  constant  firing  between  them  all 
night.  One  or  two  attempts  were  made  to  take  it  by  parties 
of  troops,  but  it  was  most  bravely  and  obstinately  defended 
by  Lieutenant  Isaac  Jarvis,  who  had  but  twenty -three  besides 
himself.  The  militia  followed  the  bloody  incendiaries  to  the 
place  of  embarkation,  where  they  galled  them  considerably. 
Hie  embarkation  took  place  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  cruel 
foe  set  sail  for  Long  Island  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Many  were  killed  on  both  sides ;  the  number  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained. They  carried  with  them  several  prisoners,  but  no  per- 
son of  distinction.  Old  Mr.  Solomon  Sturgis,  an  Irish  servant 
belonging  to  Mr.  Penficld,  and  an  old  negro  man  belonging  to 
Mr.  Jonathan  Lewis,  were  put  to  the  bayonet.  Mr.  Job  Bar- 
tram  was  shot  through  the  breast;  the  ball  came  out  just  un- 
der his  shoulder-blade ;  he  fought  bravely,  as  did  also  many 
others."  1 

1  New  London  Gazette,  August  4.  The  British  troop*,  after  destroying  Fair- 
field, crossed  the  Sou  ml  to  Huntington,  Long  Island,  where  they  remained  until 
the  eleventh  of  July,  when  they  appeared  before  Norwalk.  Their  subsequent 
operations  are  thus  recorded  in  Game's  Mercury,  of  August  12: — "The  sun  being 
nearly  set  before  the  f»4th,  the  Landgrave's  regiment,  and  the  Jagers  were  in  the 
boats,  it  was  near  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  the  troops  landed  at  the  Cow 
Pasture,  a  peninsula  on  the  east  of  the  harbor,  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
bridge  which  formed  the  communication  between  the  cast  and  west  parts  of  Nor- 
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A  British  writer  gives  the  following  account  of  the  burn- 
ing of  Fairfield :— "About  five  o  clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
British  troops  landed  about  a  mile  and  a  half  British  Account  of 
west  of  the  fort  at  Fairfield.  One  division,  con-  "'ViKidf  °f 
sisting  of  Jagers,  flank  companies  of  guards,  Fanning's  corps, 
and  regiment  of  Landgrave,  with  General  Try  on,  moved  up 
in  columns  to  gain  the  right  of  the  town,  and  were  cannonaded 
from  the  fort  hill  above  it,  without  suffering  any  loss.  The 
advanced  corps  drew  up  a  little  short  of  the  town,  where 
they  proposed  remaining;  but  the  enemy  bringing  a  six- 
pounder  on  their  left  to  enfilade  them,  they  were  obliged  to 
move  towards,  and  drive  the  enemy  from  the  lower  heights  in 
front  of  the  town,  which  they  occupied  witli  this  field-piece. 
This  thev  effected  with  little  loss  and  difficulty,  Jonathan  very 
prudently  removing  himself  to  the  upper  heights,  at  a  very 
decent  distance,  where  he  amused  himself  with  firing  long  shot 
till  about  eight  o'clock  ;  when,  upon  the  approach  of  General 
Garth  with  another  division,  he  thought  proper  to  retire  en- 
tirely, after  a  narrow  escape  of  being  cut  off  by  the  forces 

walk,  nearly  equally  divided  by  a  salt  creek.  The  King's  American  regiment 
being  unable  to  join  the  army  before  three  the  next  morning,  the  troops  lay  that 
night  on  their  arms. 

"  In  the  march  at  the  first  dawn  of  day,  the  54th  led  the  column,  and  noon  fell 
in  with  the  rebel  outposts,  and  driving  the  enemy  with  great  alacrity  and  spirit, 
dispossessed  them  of  Drummond  (Grummon)  Hill,  and  the  heights  at  the  end  of 
the  village,  east  from  and  commanding  the  bridge. 

"  It  being  now  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  the  rebels  having  taken 
post  within  a  random  cannon  shot  upon  the  hills  on  the  north,  the  troops  halted, 
and  the  second  division  landing  at  the  Old  Wells,  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbor, 
had  advanced  and  formed  the  junction. 

'•General  Gurth's  division  passed  the  bridge  by  nine,  and  proceeded  to  the 
north  end  of  the  village,  from  whence,  and  especially  from  the  houses,  there  had 
been  a  fire  for  five  hours  upon  our  advanced  guards.  The  fusilcers,  supported  by 
the  light  infantry  of  the  guards,  began  the  attack,  and  soon  cleared  that  quarter, 
pushing  their  main  body  and  a  hundred  cavalry  from  the  northern  heights,  and 
taking  one  piece  of  their  cannon. 

"After  many  salt  pans  were  destroyed,  whale  boats  carried  on  hoard  the  fleet, 
and  the  magazines,  stores,  and  vessels  set  in  flames,  by  which  the  greater  part  of 
the  dwelling-houses  were  consumed,  the  advanced  corps  were  drawn  back,  and 
the  troops  retired  in  two  columns  to  the  place  of  their  first  debarkation,  and  un- 
assaulted  took  Bhip  and  returned  to  Huntington  Bay." 
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under  that  general.  Not  a  single  house  was  touched,  as  the 
general  had  taken  some  pains  the  two  days  before  to  circulate 
their  address  and  proclamation  ; 1  and  New  Haven,  though  so 
fine  a  town,  and  of  so  much  use  to  the  rebellious  colonists,  was 
spared,  in  hopes  these  deluded  people  would  at  last  be  made 
sensible  that  lenity,  whilst  it  could  be  shown  without  pre- 
judice to  ourselves,  was  the  wish  of  British  souls  and  British 
commanders.  New  Haven,  except  one  or  two  storehouses 
and  one  or  two  small  vessels,  was  left  unhurt. 

1  The  following  is  the  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut  bv  Commodore 
Sir  Georgf  Collier  and  Major  General  William  Trvon : — "The  ungenerous  and 
wanton  insurrection  against  the  sovereignty  of  Great  Britain,  into  which  this 
colony  luis  been  deluded  by  the  artifices  of  desperate  and  designing  men,  for 
private  purposes,  might  well  justify  in  you  every  fear  which  conscious  guilt  could 
form,  respecting  the  intentions  of  the  present  armament. 

"  Your  towns,  your  property,  yourselves,  lie  still  within  the  grasp  of  that 
power,  whose  forbearance  you  have  ungenerously  construed  into  fear ;  but  whose 
lenity  has  persisted  in  its  mild  and  noble  efforts,  even  though  branded  with  the 
most  unworthy  imputation. 

"The  existence  of  a  single  habitation  on  your  defenceless  coast,  ought  to  be  a 
constant  reproof  to  your  ingratitude.  Can  the  strength  of  your  whole  province 
cope  with  the  force  which  might  at  any  time  be  poured  through  every  district  in 
your  country?  You  are  conscious  it  cannot.  Why  then  will  you  persist  in  a 
ruinous  and  ill-judged  resistance? 

"  We  have  hoped  that  you  would  recover  from  the  phrensy  which  has  distract- 
ed this  unhappy  country ;  and  we  believe  the  day  to  be  tiow  come  when  the 
greater  part  of  this  continent  begin  to  blush  at  their  delusion.  You,  who  lie  so 
much  in  our  power,  afford  the  most  striking  monument  of  our  mercy,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  set  the  first  example  of  returning  to  allegiance. 

"Reflect  upon  what  gratitude  requires  of  you;  if  that  is  insufficient  to  move 
you,  attend  to  your  own  interest.  We  offer  you  a  refuge  against  the  distress 
which  you  universally  acknowledge  broods  with  increasing  and  intolerable  weight 
over  all  your  country. 

"  Leaving  you  to  consult  with  each  other  upon  this  invitation.  We  now  do  de- 
clare,— That  whosoever  shall  be  found,  and  remain  in  peace  at  his  usual  place  of 
residence,  shall  be  shielded  from  any  insult,  either  to  his  person  or  his  property, 
excepting  such  as  bear  offices,  either  civil  or  military,  under  your  present  usurped 
government:  of  whom  it  will  be  further  required,  that  they  shall  give  proofs  of 
their  penitence  and  voluntary  submission ;  and  they  shall  then  partake  of  the  like 
immunity. 

"Those,  whose  folly  and  obstinacy  may  slight  this  favorable  warning,  must 
take  notice,  that  they  are  not  to  expect  a  continuance  of  that  lenity  which  their 
inveteracy  would  now  render  blumablc."— Jiivington'i  Gazette,  July  7. 
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"  Uninfluenced  by  tliis  gentle  treatment,  their  hearts  seemed 
hardened  like  the  hearts  of  Pharaoh's  servants.  Fairfield,  till 
six  in  the  evening,  remained  as  before,  when  an  order  came 
for  the  advanced  troops  to  retire  a  little  nearer  the  town. 
Jonathan,  imagining  the  dread  of  him  had  inspired  this  mo- 
tion, felt  very  bold,  and  advancing  nearer,  got  in  behind  some 
houses  in  front  of  the  town,  and  flattering  himself  he  M  as  then 
in  security,  threw  his  shot  something  thicker  about  him.  The 
troops  faced  about,  drove  Jonathan  from  his  fancied  fortress, 
and  then  set  fire  to  these  few  alone  which  had  emboldened  and 
afforded  cover  to  their  enemies  ;  these  houses  were  in  front  of 
the  town.  General  Try  on  then  sent  a  flag  to  them  by  the 
clergyman  of  the  place,  offering,  if  they  would  return  to  their 
allegiance,  the  town  should  be  spared,  and  those  who  would 
come  in  should  remain  unmolested.  This  generous  offer  Jona- 
than did  not  think  tit  to  comply  with,  but  cannonaded  his  own 
town  all  night ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  in  the  morn- 
ing the  troops  set  it  on  tire,  and  they  re-embarked,  leaving 
their  conduct  in  these  two  instances  to  inspire  proper  reflec- 
tions in  their  enemies."  ' 

July  10. — Still  the  rebels  cherish  one  another  with  the 
assurances  of  eating  their  next  Christmas  dinner  in  New  York, 
(peradventure  in  the  provost.)  Indeed,  Mr.  Wash-  Swns  of  I<1N.rty  ln 
ington  has  declared  he  will  very  soon  visit  that  x*w  York- 
capital  with  his  army,  as  it  is  confessed,  without  the  least  re- 
serve, there  are  many  Sons  of  Liberty  in  New  York  that  hold 
a  constant  intercourse  and  correspondence  with  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  rebel  army,  from  whom  he  is  supplied  with  ac- 
curate communications  of  all  arrivals  and  departures,  and  of 
every  thing  daily  carrying  on  there,  both  in  the  military  and 
civil  branches.  The  rebel  prisoners  on  Long  Island,  (notwith- 
standing being  indulged  with  their  parole,)  and  the  white- 
washed inhabitants  hold  a  constant  correspondence  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Connecticut ;  and,  through  their  means,  goods  to 
great  amount  are  every  week  conveyed  to  them.    It  provokes 

1  Rivington'B  Gazette,  July  14. 
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the  well  affected  to  government,  at  a  distance  from  New  York, 
to  perceive  such  comfort  and  accommodations  afforded  to  the 
most  ungrateful  and  insidious  people  on  earth.1 

July  15. — The  British,  in  conjunction  with  their  allies,  the 
Tories,  seem  desirous  to  extirpate  religion,  with  the  Whigs,  out 

Toti  Bitish  °*"  tMU  countl7-  An  arduous  task,  indeed  !  They 
manifest  peculiar  malice  against  the  Presbyterian 
churches,  having,  during  this  month,  burnt  three  in  New  York 
State,  and  two  in  Connecticut.  What,  Britons  !  because  we 
won't  worship  your  idol  King,  will  you  prevent  us  from  wor- 
shipping the  King  of  kings  ?  Heaven  forbid  !  We  despair 
not  of  being  able  soon  to  rebuild  our  churches ;  till  then  the 
canopy  of  heaven,  a  barn,  or  the  shady  woods  will  serve  the 
purpose.  If  you  burn  our  elegant  houses,  we  will  dwell  in 
huts  till  we  can  build  better.  We  have  too  Ion"  imitated  vour 
excesses  ;  now  you  teach  us  economy  and  humility .* 

July  1G. — Tins  morning,  General  Wavnc,  with  the  licrht 
infantry,  consisting  of  about  twelve  hundred  men,  drawn  from 
w«v«  .  i. ,„  the  whole  of  the  American  army  on  each  side  of 
'  stony  Point.  tjie  Xorth  River,  surprised  the  British  garrison, 
consisting  of  five  hundred  men,  commanded  by  a  Colonel 
Johnson,  in  their  works  at  Stony  Point,  on  the  west  side  of 
King's  Ferry,  and  made  the  whole  prisoners,  with  the  loss  of 
four  Americans  killed,  and  General  Wayne  slightly  wounded.' 

The  detachment  marched  in  two  divisions,  and  about  one 
o'clock  came  up  to  the  enemy's  pickets,  who,  by  firing  their 
pieces,  gave  the  alarm,  and  with  all  possible  speed  ran  to  the 
fort,  from  every  quarter  of  which,  in  a  short  time,  they  made 
an  incessant  fire  upon  our  people.  They,  with  fixed  bayonets 
and  uncharged  pieces,  advanced  with  quick  but  silent  motion, 
through  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry,  till  getting  over 
the  abbatis,  and  scrambling  up  the  precipices,  the  enemy 
called  out,  "  Come  on,  ye  damn'd  rebels  ;  come  on  !  "  Some 


*  Rivington's  Gazette,  July  10.  1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  August  10. 

•  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  July  27. 
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of  our  people  softly  answered,  "  Don't  be  in  such  a  hurry,  my 
lads  ;  we  will  be  with  you  presently."  And  accordingly,  in  a 
little  more  than  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  the  enemy  be- 
gan first  to  fire,  our  troops,  overcoming  all  obstructions  and 
resistance,  entered  the  fort.  Spurred  on  by  their  resentment 
of  the  former  cruel  bayoneting,  which  many  of  them  and  oth- 
ers of  our  people  had  experienced,  and  of  the  more  recent 
and  savage  barbarity  of  plundering  and  burning  unguarded 
towns,  murdering  old  and  unarmed  men,  abusing  and  forcing 
defenceless  women,  and  reducing  multitudes  of  innocent  people 
from  comfortable  livings  to  the  most  distressful  want  of  the 
means  of  subsistence; — deeply  affected  by  these  cruel  injuries, 
our  people  entered  the  fort  with  the  resolution  of  putting  every 
man  to  the  sword  ;  but  the  cry  of  "  Mercy !  mercy  !  dear 
Americans!  mercy!  quarter!  brave  Americans!  quarter! 
quarter !  "  disarmed  their  resentment  in  an  instant  ;  insomuch 
that  even  Colonel  Johnson,  the  commandant,  freely  and  can- 
didly acknowledges  that  not  a  drop  of  blood  was  spilt  un- 
necessarily. Oh,  Britain  !  turn  thine  eye  inward, — behold, 
and  tremble  at  thyself! 1 

Colonel  Fleury,  who  commanded  the  van-guard  and  be- 
haved with  his  usual  trallantrv,  was  the  first  man  who  mounted 
the  bastion  and  struck  the  British  flag.  All  our  ojlicers  and 
men  behaved  with  remarkable  braverv.  Thev  were  even  emu- 
lous  to  go  upon  the  Forlorn  Hope,  which  was  decided  by  lot, 
when  one  gentleman  thereby  excluded  from  that  command, 
spoke  of  himself  as  a  child  of  misfortune  from  the  cradle, 
while  the  other  leaped  for  joy. 

Of  the  Americans,  about  twenty-five  are  killed,  and  up- 
wards of  fifty  wounded,  among  whom  arc  General  Wayne, 

1  A  correspondent  in  England  say" : — "The  American  account  of  Stony  Point 
is  as  pompon*  a  parade  of  their  courage  as  the  French  displayed  of  their  ma- 
noeuvres in  our  channel.  The  fact  is,  that  they  surprised  the  garrison,  and  bay- 
oneted the  men  after  the  surrender  was  made.  Had  Colonel  Johnson  and  his 
party  been  prepared  for  their  reception  the  Americans  would  have  fled  at  the  very 
sight  of  the  Hritish  bayonets;  and  in  that  case  have  as  disgracefully  retreated 
without  making  the  attempt,  as  they  shamefully  afterwards  abandoned  the  con- 
quest they  had  made."—  Lrpcott,  v.  380. 
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who  received  a  slight  wound  on  the  side  of  his  face  ; 1  Colonel 
Hay,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  wound  in  his  thigh  ;  and  of  Colonel 
Meigs's  regiment,  Captain  Phelps,  wounded  in  the  arm ;  Cap- 
tain Selden,  badly  in  the  hip  ;  Lieutenant  Palmer,  in  the  arm 
and  thigh  ;  Ensign  Hall,  in  the  hip,  and  his  arm  broken ;  five 
of  the  wounded  privates  are  dead,  the  rest  likely  to  recover. 

Of  the  enemy  killed,  about  sixty  ;  and  of  whom  was  Colonel 
Few,  of  the  17th  grenadiers,  who  was  too  obstinate  to  submit, 
and  another  officer  who  has  died  of  his  wounds.  Their  wounded 
are  also  supposed  to  be  about  sixty,  among  whom  are  two  or 
three  officers.  The  prisoners  of  the  enemy  amount  to  four 
hundred  and  five,  including  the  commandant,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Johnson,  of  the  17th  regiment,  and  twenty-three  other 
officers,  all  of  whom  are  to  be  sent  off  to  Pennsylvania. 

Among  the  prisoners  are  two  sons  of  Beverly  Robinson,  (of 
New  York,  now  a  Colonel  in  the  service  of  the  enemy  against 
his  country  !)  and  a  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Auchmuty,  late 
rector  of  Trinity  Church.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  these 
three  were  saved  bv  our  officers  from  bcin?  sacrificed  to  the 
resentment  of  the  soldiery,  who  being  about  to  retaliate  upon 
them  with  bayonets,  (the  usage  our  people  have  repeatedly 
received  from  the  British  troops,)  they  begged  for  mercy,  and 
to  excite  pity,  said  they  were  Americans.  This  plea  proving 
them  to  be  traitors  as  well  as  enemies,  naturally  increased  the 
fury  of  the  soldiers,  who  were  upon  the  point  of  plunging 
bayonets  into  their  breasts,  when  they  were  restrained  by 
their  officers.' 

1  When  the  gallant  General  Wayne  received  his  wound  in  storming  the  fort 
at  Stony  Point,  he  was  a  good  deal  staggered,  and  fell  upon  one  knee.  But  the 
moment  he  recovered  himself,  he  called  to  liis  aids,  who  supported  him,  and  said, 
"  Lead  me  forward,  if  I  am  mortally  wounded,  let  me  die  in  the  fort." — 3Vr 
Hampshire  OazrtU,  September  7. 

a  New  York  Journal,  August  2.  Rivington,  in  the  Royal  Gazette  of  July  21, 
gives  the  following  "best  account  yet,"  of  this  action  : — "We  are  informed  that 
a  large  detachment  of  the  rebel  nrmy,  commanded  by  Mr.  Wayne,  last  Friday  morn- 
ing, about  one  o'clock,  attacked  the  fort  at  Stony  Point,  on  the  Hudson  River, 
garrisoned  by  the  17th  regiment,  two  companies  of  grenadiers  of  the  71st,  one 
company  of  Colonel  Beverly  Robinson's  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Johnson  of  the  17th  regiment.    The  enemy  were  repulsed  several 
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Nototno  can  exceed  the  spirit  and  intrepidity  of  our  brave 
countrymen  in  storming  and  carrying  the  British  fortress  at 
Stony  Point.  It  demonstrates  that  the  Ameri-  The  stormln„  of 
cans  have  soldiers  equal  to  any  in  the  world  ;  and  8tony  l'oi"u 
that  they  can  attack  and  vanquish  the  Britons  in  their  strongest 
works.  Xo  action  during  the  war,  performed  by  the  British 
military,  has  equalled  this  coup  de  main.  The  generosity 
shown  by  our  men  to  the  vanquished,  when  the  parties  of  our 
enemy  arc  repeating  their  savage  barbarities,  whenever  they 
come  by  surprise,  is  unexampled.  How  much  more  honorable 
and  manly  is  it  to  carry  fortresses  sword  in  hand,  than  to  burn 
defenceless  towns,  and  distress  unarmed  citizens,  and  even 
women  and  children  ?  "What  action  has  Clinton  to  boast  of, 
this  campaign,  that  may  be  compared  with  this  master-piece 
of  soldiership  by  General  AVaync?  And  how  much  provoca- 
tion had  he  to  have  bayoneted  the  whole  British  garrison, 
when  he  recollected  how  cruelly  the  British  had  massacred 
the  men  he  commanded  some  time  ago,  who  fell  into  their 
merciless  hands  ?  How  many  of  these  brave  men  were  killed 
in  cold  blood,  after  they  could  make  no  resistance  ?  Clin- 
ton must  be  highly  chagrined  at  this  conquest,  and  employ 
some  good  pen  to  disguise  and  palliate  this  affair  at  the  court 
of  London.  He  has  exceeded  Howe  in  the  ferocity  and  sav- 
ageness  of  his  exploits ;  but  perhaps  will  not  succeed  better 
than  he  in  accomplishing  the  designs  of  Britain.1 


times,  and  lost  a  considerable  number  kil'cd  on  the  spot,  but  being  supported  by 
Mr.  Washington  with  the  main  body  of  the  rebel  army,  the  garrison  gave  way  to 
a  vast  superiority  of  numbers.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  though  considerable,  is 
not  yet  known. 

"Of  the  British  troops,  thirty  were  killed,  including  Colonel  Few  of  the  17th 
regiment,  forty-eight  wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  six  prisoners.  On  Sunday 
romc  rebel  provision  vessels  attempting  to  pass  down  the  river  by  Verplank's  to 
Stony  Point,  were  prevented  by  a  severe  cannonade  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Webster,  who  commands  at,  and  has  very  effectually  defended  that  post,  which  is 
now  become  perfectly  secure,  as  the  rebels,  baffled  in  their  attempts  upon  Ver- 
plank's Point,  on  Monday  evacuated  Stony  Point,  nnd  it  was  that  evening  again 
taken  possession  of  by  the  British  forces.  Amongst  the  enemy's  wounded,  was 
Mr.  Wayne,  who  commanded  the  attack.'1 

1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  July  27. 
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July  20. — We  have  jnst  seen  a  rebel  newspaper  which  con- 
tains a  very  curious  article  relative  to  the  late  attack  on  Stony 

-rapture  of  stony  I*0*11*'  Th°  article  is  written  in  that  turgid  style, 
Point  criticiKKL  anij  jn  j}iaj.  little  spirit  of  triumph,  which  distin- 
guish almost  all  the  rebel  publications,  on  the  acquisition  of 
any  trifling  advantage ;  and  is  at  once  a  just  sample  of  the 
eloquence  and  temper  of  the  rebels.  It  begins  thus :  "  Our 
gallant  light  infantry,  who,  under  the  brave,  intrepid  General 
Wayne,  have  gained  immortal  honor  by  storming  the  British 
garrison  at  Stony  Point,  were  composed  of  drafts  from  each 
State.  The  firm  coolness  with  which  they  marched,"  &c.  It 
proceeds  in  the  same  style  of  bombast  and  exaggeration  to  de- 
scribe the  amazing  fortitude,  wonderful  prowess,  and  aston- 
ishing humanity  which  marked  the  conduct  of  the  rebel  troops, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  whole  business. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  detract  from  any  bravery  or  humanity 
which  may  have  been  shown  by  the  rebels  on  this  occasion.  I 
respect  those  qualities  even  in  an  enemy ;  and  so  far  as  the 
rebels  exhibited  either,  or  both,  at  Stony  Point,  (of  which, 
however,  I  am  unable  to  judge  at  present,)  I  give  them  full 
credit. 

But  the  writer  of  the  above  article  was  not  aware  that  by 
extolling  the  bravery  and  humanity  of  General  Wayne  and 
his  men  so  extravagantly,  lie  induces  his  readers  to  conclude 
that  such  instances  are  very  rare  among  the  rebels.  People 
who  would  make  a  figure,  and  have  but  slender  means,  must 
make  the  most  of  the  little  they  possess.  This  writer  tells  us 
that  the  men  destined  for  the  attack  at  Stony  Point  "  were 
composed  of  drafts  from  each  State ; "  and  we  are  elsewhere 
assured  that  they  amounted  to  upwards  of  twelve  hundred — 
some  say  to  double  that  number.  Is  it  so  extraordinary  a 
matter  that  all  the  States,  as  he  calls  them,  should  furnish 
twelve  hundred  men,  (reckoning  them  at  the  lowest  calcula- 
tion, and  of  whom  many  were  Europeans,)  who,  in  the  dead 
of  the  night,  and  after  taking  every  precaution  to  conceal  their 
design— even  killing  all  the  dogs  in  the  neighborhood  of  Stony 
Point  to  prevent  an  alarm — is  it  extraordinary,  I  say,  that 
such  a  body  of  men,  thus  picked,  and.  culled,  and  circum- 
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stanced,  would  venture  to  attack  about  four  hundred  men  ? 
for,  if  my  information  bo  right,  the  effective  men  at  Stony 
Point  did  not  exceed  that  number.  Among  troops  accustomed 
to  face  and  meet  their  enemies,  I  am  sure  this  would  not  be 
esteemed  any  mighty  affair.  When  the  British  troops,  not 
amounting  to  twelve  hundred  men,  really  stormed  the  rebel 
forts  at  the  Highlands,  in  open  day — forts  that  were  defended 
by  a  garrison  three  times  as  numerous  as  that  at  Stony  Point — 
there  was  not  half  so  much  said  about  it  as  there  is  said  here 
of  General  Wayne's  exploit.  Such  things  arc  expected  from 
British  troops :  there  is  nothing  unusual  in  it,  and  therefore 
little  is  said  about  it. 

Our  writer  reminds  me  of  a  passage  in  De  Solis's  history 
of  the  conquest  of  Mexico.  While  Cortez  was  subduing  that 
empire,  a  Spaniard  was  killed  in  a  fray  with  the  natives.  The 
Mexicans  got  possession  of  the  corpse,  and  viewed  it  with  a 
mixture  of  admiration  and  joy  :  admiration  at  their  own  prow- 
ess in  killing  a  Spaniard,  and  joy  to  find  that  the  Spaniards 
were  vulnerable  and  mortal !  Similar  to  this  is  an  incident 
related  by  Joscphus,  when  Titus  besieged  Jerusalem.  The 
Roman  general  constructed  works,  and  planted  engines  on 
them  to  batter  the  walls.  The  Jews  made  a  sally,  destroyed 
the  works,  and  burnt  the  engines.  They  exulted  most  extrav- 
agantly on  this  little  sncccss,  which  only  served  to  confirm 
their  obstinacy,  hasten  their  ruin,  and  stimulate  them  to  greater 
cruelties  against  their  wretched  brethren,  who  groaned  under 
all  the  horrors  of  foreign  and  domestic  war. 

This  writer  is  so  hugely  elevated  with  the  affair  at  Stony 
Point,  that  he  thinks  Britain  should  now  confirm  the  inde- 
pendency of  America  publicly  !  Can  any  one  be  so  stupid  as 
to  imagine  that  such  a  trifling  affair  could  be  any  way  decisive 
at  present,  or  influence  the  conduct  of  Britain  ?  Or  arc  inci- 
dents of  this  kind  unusual  in  the  course  of  war?  I  could  men- 
tion several  instances  where  outposts  belonging  to  the  greatest 
generals  that  ever  led  armies  into  the  field,  have  been  attacked 
and  carried  ;  and  in  wars,  too,  where  those  generals  have  been 
most  successful.  People  who  aro  so  easily  elevated,  betray 
their  own  weakness,  both  in  judgment  and  resources,  and  gen- 
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erally  are  easily  depressed.  Their  minds,  like  a  pendulum, 
will  vibrate  to  either  extreme  equally,  as  circumstances  occur ; 
and  it  is  an  indubitable  proof  how  low  the  affairs  of  the  rebels 
are  sunk,  when  so  trivial  an  advantage  is  puffed  off  with  so 
much  parade.  It  evidently  shows  that  they  are  obliged  to 
seize  every  little  incident  which  can  6crve,  by  exaggeration,  to 
support  the  flagging  spirits  of  their  party. 

Our  writer  goes  on  to  extol  the  "  humanity  of  the  rebels," 
and  contrasts  it  with  the  u  savage  barbarity  of  burning  un- 
guarded towns,  deflowering  defenceless  women,"  ttc.  As  far 
as  truth  will  permit,  I  am  willing  to  believe,  for  the  honor  of 
America,  that  the  rebels  on  this  occasion  relaxed  in  their  usual 
barbarity.  As  it  is  the  first  instance,  it  should  be  recorded, 
though  it  would  have  lost  nothing  had  it  been  expressed  in  less 
exaggerated  terms. 

The  rebels  have  hitherto  been  infamous  for  their  wanton 
cruelties.  Their  brutal  treatment  of  Governor  Franklin,  and 
many  other  persons  of  distinction  whom  I  could  mention, — 
their  barbarity  to  loyalists  in  general,  and  at  this  present  hour 
— hanging  men  for  acting  according  to  the  dictates  of  con- 
science^— whipping  men  almost  to  death  because  they  will  not 
take  up  amis — publicly  whipping  even  women,  whose  husbands 
would  not  join  the  militia — their  confiscations,  fines,  and  im- 
prisonments ;  these  things  which  they  daily  and  indubitably 
practice,  very  ill  agree  with  the  character  of  humanity  so  lav- 
ishly bestowed  on  them  by  this  writer.  Nothing  but  a  long, 
very  long  series  of  conduct  the  reverse  of  this  can  wipe  off  the 
infamy  which  they  hereby  incurred. 

V  WW 

The  charge  of  "  deflowering  defenceless  women  w  is  one  of 
those  deliberate,  malicious  falsehoods  which  are  circulated  by 
the  rebels,  purely  to  incense  the  inhabitants  against  the  British 
troops.  As  to  burning  "  unguarded  towns,"  this  writer  should 
know  that  the  King's  troops  burn  no  houses  except  public  mag- 
azines, and  those  from  which  they  are  fired  at,  or  otherwise  an- 
noyed. This  was  lately  the  ease  at  Fairfield  and  Norwalk,  the 
towns  to  which,  I  suppose,  the  author  alludes  ;  and  when  houses 
are  thus  converted  into  citadels,  it  is  justifiable  to  burn  them 
by  the  rules  of  war  among  all  civilized  nations. 
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New  Ilavcn  was  in  the  possession  of  the  King's  troops,  yet 
they  did  not  burn  it.  The  reason  was,  they  were  not  iired  at 
from  the  houses  during  their  approach  to,  or  retreat  from,  the 
town.  Some  of  the  inhabitants,  however,  did  what  would 
have  justified  the  British  troops  in  consigning  it  to  tho  flames. 
Sentries  placed  to  guard  particular  houses  have  been  fired  at 
from  those  very  houses,  and  killed.  An  officer  of  distinction 
took  a  prisoner  who  M  as  on  horseback,  and  had  a  gun  ;  the 
prisoner  apparently  submitted,  but  watching  for  an  opportu- 
nity, he  discharged  his  gun  at  the  officer,  and  wounded  him. 
The  wounded  officer  was  carried  into  an  adjoining  house  to 
have  his  wound  dressed ;  the  owner  of  the  house  seemed  to  be 
kind  and  attentive  to  the  officer ;  the  latter,  in  gratitude  for 
his  attention,  ordered  the  soldiery,  on  his  departure,  to  be  par- 
ticularly careful  of  the  house,  that  no  injuries  should  be  offered 
to  it.  Yet,  no  sooner  was  tho  officer  gone,  and  at  the  distance 
of  fifty  yards,  than  this  very  man  discharged  a  loaded  musket 
at  him.  These  are  samples  of  rebel  humanity,  which  sweetly 
harmonize  with  our  writer's  sentiments. 

In  fine,  this  writer,  and  all  others  of  his  stamp,  should  re- 
member that  the  colonies  are  now  in  a  state  of  revolt  and 
rebellion  against  their  rightful  sovereign.  The  British  legisla- 
ture is  unalterably  determined  to  bring  them  back  to  their 
allegiance.  The  most  generous  overtures  have  been  made  to 
them — a  redress  of  grievances,  an  exemption  f  rom  taxes,  and 
a  free  trade,  have  been  offered.  These  liberal  terms  would 
indubitably  make  America  the  happiest,  freest,  and  most  flour- 
ishing country  in  the  world.  But  the  American  Congress 
have  madly  and  insolently  rejected  theso  terms.  The  Con- 
gress, therefore,  and  their  partisans,  are  justly  chargeable, 
before  God  and  the  world,  with  all  the  calamities  which  Amer- 
ica now  suffers,  and  with  all  those  other  and  greater  calamities 
which  it  will  probably  hereafter  suffer  in  the  course  of  this 
unnatural  contest.' 

August  3.— This  morning,  arrived  at  Boston,  in  Massachu- 

1  "  CandiduV  in  the  New  fork  Gazette,  August  16. 
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Bctts,  a  French  frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  from  France,  in 
which  came  passengers  his  excellency  the  Chevalier  db  la 
chcvtiw  do  u  Luzerne,  Plenipotentiary  from  his  most  Christian 
u  lik*u>n.'ts  Majesty,  to  the  United  States,  with  his  secretary, 
<S:c. ;  as  also  the  Honorable  John  Adams,  Esquire,  late  a  com- 
missioner from  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  France.  His 
excellency  and  6uite  landed  on  General  Hancock's  wharf, 
about  five  o'clock  this  afternoon,  where  they  were  received  by 
a  committee  from  the  Honorable  Council  of  the  State,  who 
were  waiting  with  carriages  for  their  reception.  They  were 
conducted  to  the  house  late  the  residence  of  the  Continental 
general.  He  was  saluted  by  a  discharge  of  thirteen  cannon, 
on  his  landing,  from  the  fortress  on  Fort  Hill,  and  every  other 
mark  of  respect  shown  him  which  circumstances  would  admit.1 

SIR  HENRY  CLINTON'S  SOLILOQUY, 

Upon  hit  recovery  from  the  phrenny  into  which  he  wot  thrown  by  the  ttorming  of 

Stony  Point. 

"To  fight,  or  not  to  fight,  that  u  the  question!  " 

Whether  'tis  beet  within  1  Manhattan's  isle, 

Snug  to  encamp,  secure  from  war's  alarms! 

Or,  mounting  Hudson's  oft -attempted  ware, 

Encircled  with  my  British  German  bands, 

At  ouce  let  loose  the  terrors  of  my  arm, 

And  crush  rebellion  at  its  farthest  source ! 
"  To  fight — perchance  to  beat !  Ah,  there's  the  rub." 

(Conscience  makes  a  coward  of  Sir  Harry!) 

Well  I  remember  the  opprobrious  time, 

When  Tryon  and  Sir  George,  by  my  command. 

O'er  poor  Connecticut's  defenceless  towns 

Four'd  out  the  flaming  rials  of  my  wrath, 

Murder'd  the  old,  and  plundered  the  infirm ; 

Torrent-like,  when  bra  re  Wayne's  determined  corps 

Resistless  rush'd  o'er  all  my  boasted  works, 

And  in  an  instant  quench'd  the  British  fire  I 

What  dread  ideas  fill  my  tortured  brain! 

West  Point  still  rises  to  my  troubled  view ! 

UnnerTes  my  heart !  and  damps  my  ardent  passion 

For  tho  charge ! 

There  proud  America's  undaunted  host 
With  vicfry  flush'd,  and  pulses  beating  high, 

»  Pennsylvania  Packet,  Angnst  IT.  ■  York  Island. 
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Unfurl  their  glitt'ring  ensigns  to  the  air, 
And  claim,  impatient  claim,  the  promis'd  fight ! 
There  god-like  Washington  triumphant  stands, 
Smiles  at  my  losses  and  defies  mj  power  I 
What's  to  be  done?— at  Charleston  baffled  twice, 
At  Monmouth  routed  with  a  dire  disgrace  1 
Britannia  blushing ! — my  sovereign's  hopes. 
So  flatt'ring  late,  all  vanishing  to  nought  1 
"  It  must  be  so  I  "  soon  as  to-morrow's  sun 
Thro'  Ether  darts  his  horizontal  rays, 
Strait  I'll  embark ! 

Unfold  the  spreading  canvas  to  the  winds, 
And  bend  my  course  to  England's  peaceful  shore, 
Join  Gage,  Burgoyne,  and  Howe,  ill  fated  chiefs, 
Who  trod  before  me  this  disastrous  round  ; 
Beneath  their  wither'd  laurels  lay  me  down. 
And  sleep  the  hours  away !  nor  dream  again 
Of  conquering  Freedom's  all-subduing  sons  1 1 

Dukino  the  course  of  the  present  war,  the  situation  of  our 
public  affairs,  as  well  as  the  enemy's,  has  several  times  been  so 
nicely  critical,  that  each  alternately  seemed  to  be  ^  c^ 
upon  the  balance  between  total  ruin  and  complete 
victory ;  and  the  event  has  been  determined  by  causes  so 
wholly  unforeseen  and  beyond  human  power,  that  he  mu6t  be  a 
strangely  blind  and  inattentive  observer  who  does  not  discern 
and  ascribe  it  to  the  overruling  hand  of  Divine  Providence. 
Hence  we  may  infer,  that  though  our  cause  being  just,  Heaven 
is  on  our  side,  and  will  finally  crown  it  with  such  success,  yet 
that  the  general  prevalence  of  wickedness  among  us  renders 
us  unfit  for  the  blessings  of  peace,  lengthens  out  the  calam- 
ities of  war  upon  us,  and  prevents  the  success  of  our  arms. 
If,  then,  we  are  really  friends  to  the  rights  and  freedom  of 
our  country,  let  every  one  of  us  forsake  the  evil  of  his  ways, 
that  draws  down  and  continues  the  judgments  of  God  upon 
the  land.  Let  us  consider  that  the  highest  interest  of  every 
individual  indispensably  requires  it,  and  together  with  the 
common  interest  of  our  country  unitedly  claims  it  at  our 
hands.  Let  us  consider  that  while  we  continue  in  any  vicious 
practices,  we  are  not  only  ruining  ourselves,  but  our  country  : 

*  41 S."  in  the  New  York  Packet,  August  19. 
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we  arc  troublers  of  the  land,  and  the  cause  of  its  public  calam- 
ities ;  we  prevent  the  success  of  its  anus,  (the  return  and  bless- 
ing,) and  do  it  more  harm  than  all  its  foreign  enemies.  But 
if  we  reform  our  lives,  and  put  away  evil  from  among  us,  par- 
ticularly that  uncharitableness  which  shows  itself  in  extortion, 
preying  upon  one  another's  necessities,  and  many  other  ways 
of  injustice  and  oppression,  together  with  debauchery,  obscen- 
ity, horrible  profaneness,  and  other  gross  immoralities,  and 
act  like  reasonable  creatures  who  must  give  an  account  of  their 
actions,  wc  may  safely  rely  on  Heaven  for  success  in  all  our 
enterprises — for  the  return  of  peace  and  all  its  blessings — for 
happy  lives  and  comfortable  deaths.' 

A  gentleman  from  America  observed  in  a  large  company 
in  France,  that  the  Americans  were  all  enthusiasts  for  liberty. 
44  Xo,"  said  a  French  Whig,  44  that  is  impossible ;  for  if  only 
one-half  of  them  were  inspired  with  a  proper  enthusiastic 
affection  for  liberty,  they  would  have  risen  long  ago  as  one 
man,  and  not  have  suffered  a  single  British  soldier  to  have  re- 
mained on  the  continent."  * 

August  13. — A  writer  in  the  London  Evening  Post  of 
this  day,  says  : — 44  If  freedom  of  speech,  and  the  most  vigorous 
The  opposition  to  ministers,  were  ever  necessary  in  a 
Court  of  England.  free  country,  they  are  certainly  at  this  awful  pe- 
riod ;  a  period  which  not  only  marks  the  decline  of  a  great 
empire,  but  the  immediate  fall  of  it ;  a  period  in  which  one 
man  seems  to  have  usurped  the  sole  direction  of  government ; 
and  having  procured  a  set  of  profligate  associates  to  go  through 
thick  and  thin  with  him,  has  bribed  the  senate,  and  deluded 
the  people  into  an  approbation  of  measures  which  humanity 
shudders  at,  and  common  sense  condemns. 

44  A  writer  who  has  lately  taken  up  the  pen  to  expose  the 
secret  designs  of  the  crown  against  the  liberties  and  grandeur 
of  Britain,  in  speaking  of  the  contest  with  America,  observes 
that,  4  to  the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  drawing  the  sword,  were 
added  insult  and  calumny.    Both  Ilouses  of  Parliament  were 

1  New  York  Journal,  September  6.         "  Pennsylvania  racket,  August  7. 
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prodigal  in  their  abuse  of  the  Americans,  whom  they  stigma- 
tized as  cowards  and  blockheads.  Allowing  these  stigmas  to 
have  been  just,  is  it  not  a  reflection  (says  the  writer)  to  have 
sued  to  these  very  cowards  and  blockheads  fur  peace,  after  a 
contest  of  four  years,  in  which  the  strength  of  this  country  had 
been  in  vain  exerted  to  subjugate  them  ? ' 

"To  this  passage  a  bold  but  admirable  note  is  subjoined,  as 
it  proves  the  author  to  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  man,  of 
whom  it  may  be  said,  *  Omnis  ilia  tempestas  Ca}sare  impulsorc 
exercitata  est ; '  we  have  extracted  it  for  the  perusal  of  our  read- 
ers. 1  Lord  Sandwich  in  one  House,  and  General  Grant  in  the 
other,  were  the  first  to  brand  the  Americans  as  cowards.  The 
former  summoned  the  ghost  of  Sir  Peter  "Warren  from  its  silent 
mansion,  in  support  of  his  illiberal  reproach,  while  the  latter 
declared  that  with  live  hundred  men  he  would  march  from  one 
extreme  of  the  continent  to  the  other.  These  were  opinions 
of  men  high  in  the  royal  confidence  of  their  sovereign — opin- 
ions abhorrent  to  reason  and  philosophy,  but  which  were 
received  with  avidity  because  they  were  consonant  with  the 
sanguinary  and  obdurate  temper  of  a  man  who  seems  desirous 
of  exchanging  his  ancient  and  venerable  motto  for  the  more 
classical  and  pleasing  one  of  sic  volo,  aicjuhso.  Had  either  of 
the  senators  above  mentioned  consulted  Horace,  thev  would 
have  been  informed  that  the  lion  could  not  beget  the  lamb,  nor 
the  bird  of  Jove  the  timid  dove. 

'Fortes  creantur  tortious 
Est  in  Juvencis,  est  in  equis  patrum 

Virtus ;  nec  imbellem  feroccs 

Frogcnerant  aquilre  columbaia.' "  1 

It  is  said  little  Hamilton,  the  poet  and  composer  to  the 
Lord  Protector  Mr.  Washington,  is  engaged  upon  a  literary 
work  which  is  intended  to  give  posterity  a  true  „BTnI,fon.„  wnrlt 
estimate  of  the  present  rebellion  and  its  support- 00  ^  llt,v,»,utl"n- 
crs,  in  case  Clinton's  light  bobs  should  extirpate  the  whole  race 
of  rebels  this  campaign. 


1  Political  Mirror;  or  a  summary  review  of  the  present  reign.— New  Jersey 
Gazette,  January  12,  1780. 
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As  the  facile  penman  has  seen  a  great  deal  of  life  in  a  very 
few  years,  and  is  withal  a  "  tarnation  cute  obsarver"  it  is  prob- 
able he  will  afford  posterity  great  amusement  as  well  as  in- 
struction. It  is  said  that  the  best  American  artists  are  engaged 
to  illustrate  the  work,  which  is  to  be  much  enhanced  in  value 
by  the  presence  of  a  vignette,  representing  a  combat  between 
a  Presbyterian  deacon,  and  the  flesh  and  the  devil,  (in  which 
the  deacon  gets  whipped.) 

The  great  interest  Mr.  Washington  has  in  the  work  will  be 
imagined,  when  we  consider  that  he  wore  out  four  pair  of 
sherry  vallics  (leather  breeches)  a  few  weeks  ago,  sitting  for 
his  picture  to  a  peddling  limner  in  Philadelphia,  especially  to 
illuminate  the  writer's  ideas.  Of  the  nature  of  the  other 
illustrations,  we  know  of  but  two : — One,  of  Polly  Wayne's 
brigade  "  boldly  "  retreating  from  Stony  Point,  after  a  "  man- 
ly "  possession  of  that  fortress  for  three  hours ;  the  other,  a 
rear  view  (by  far  the  most  intelligent  and  pleasing)  of  the  tit- 
ular Lord  Stirling,  on  his  return  from  one  of  his  nightly  feu 

joies  at  Bergen,  in  Jersey,  and  supposed  to  be  mumming 
his  usual  boast  in  a  strain  something  like  this : — 

"Peer's  blood  I  have " — 
Toddied  and  brave — 
Who-o-od  be  a 


In  the  phrase  of  the  Gazette  writer,  "  we  congratulate  the 
lovers  of  romance  on  the  spicy  repast  that  is  in  store  for  them," 
and  at  the  same  time  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  give  a 
longer  extract  from  Stirling's  interlude  on  his  descent ;  which 
descent,  by  the  way,  has  been  so  rapid  and  effectual  as  not 
only  to  deprive  him  of  nobility,  but  leaves  him  quite  below 
respectability.1 

August  15. — The  number  seven,  which  signifies  fulness  or 
perfection,  from  various  passages  of  scripture,  appears  to  point 
fj^ja        out  events  interesting  and  important.    But  noth- 
Number  seven.  jng  0f  j8  moro  extraordinary  than  what 

is  afforded  to  us  in  the  course  of  the  present  contest  with 

1  Smythe's  Journal,  p.  91. 
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Great  Britain.  On  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month  the 
repeal  of  the  stamp  act  passed  the  House  of  Commons.  On 
the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month  the  news  of  it  arrived  at 
Boston.  On  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month  and  the  seventh 
day  of  the  week  was  the  battle  on  Bunker  s  Hill,  from  which 
time  just  three  years,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month  was 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  between  France  and  Great 
Britain.  On  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  was  the  battle 
of  Germantown ;  and  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  montli  was 
the  battle  of  Stillwater.  In  August,  1776,  instructions  were 
drawn  up  by  the  authority  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
directed  to  General  Carleton  in  Canada,  relative  to  the  late  in- 
glorious expedition  of  the  British  northern  army.  This  de- 
spatch not  arriving  in  seven  months  from  the  above  date,  new 
instructions  were  formed,  from  which  it  appears  that  Burgoyne 
was  to  proceed  with  an  army  of  about  seven  thousand,  and  St. 
Leger  with  about  6even  hundred,  besides  Canadians  and  Indi- 
ans, to  force  their  way  to  Albany.  In  seven  months  from  the 
last-mentioned  period,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month, 
in  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  tvrant  George  the 
Third,  who  is  the  seventh  monarch  from  the  tvrant  Charles 
the  First,  in  seven  years  and  seven  months  from  the  first  blood 
shed  by  the  British  troops  in  the  present  unhappy  contest ; 
the  massacre  in  King's  street,  Boston,  which  was  seven  years 
from  the  assumed  right  of  the  British  Parliament  to  tax  Amer- 
ica ;  in  seventy  years  from  the  union  of  England  and  Scot- 
land ;  in  seventeen  months  from  the  late  important  capture, 
on  the  seventh  day  of  the  month,  of  seven  sail  of  vessels 
richly  laden.  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  Burgoyne  and  his  whole  army 
surrendered. 

Seven  marks  the  crisis  of  the  rising  States, 

When  Britain's  hero  bows  to  valiant  Gates, 

In  seventy-seven  our  troops  to  conquest  led, 

Our  foes  fell  captives,  or  like  dastards  fled. 

When  seventeen  years  the  tyrant  George  had  reign'd, 

His  troops  were  vanquish'd  and  his  glory  sUiu'd. 

Seven  years  and  months  successive  interven'd, 

From  Preston's  carnage  to  the  important  scene, 
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When  freedom's  sons  in  one  firm  band  combin'd, 
Our  foes  surrender' d  and  their  arms  re>ign'd- 
With  joy  revere  the  perfect  number  seven, 
And  prize  the  bounties  of  indulgent  Heaven, 
And  let  seven  thunders  blast  the  tyrant's  ire, 
And  warm  our  heroes  with  electric  fire.1 


Shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  the  Court  of 
France,  as  a  reward  for  the  Count  D'Estaing's  services,  bc- 
Anccdotcof    Btowe<l  upon  him  the  government  of  St.  Domin- 
D'Esumg.  wnere  ne  no  gooner  arrived  than  he  testified 

his  enmity  against  Great  Britain  by  fitting  out  a  squadron  of 
four  ships-of-war,  in  June,  1764,  and  possessed  himself  of 
Turk's  Island,  just  ceded  to  England  by  the  treaty  of  peace. 
This  caused  a  great  clamor  in  London,  and  it  was  imagined 
would  have  made  a  fresh  rupture  with  France.  That  court, 
however,  disavowed  his  proceedings,  and  restored  the  island, 
enjoining,  at  the  same  time,  the  Count  D'Estaing  to  make  such 
reparation  for  the  damage  we  had  sustained,  as  the  Governor 
of  Jamaica  (Mr.  Lyttleton)  should  deem  adequate  thereto. 
When  D'Estaing  received  these  instructions,  he  declared  lie 
would  no  longer  hold  a  government  where  he  was  to  be  the 
instrument  of  such  disgrace  to  his  king  and  country ;  and 
joining  his  hands,  with  eyes  to  heaven,  exclaimed,  "  Que  le  ciel 
me  fait  la  grace  avant  le  trcpas,  de  voir  le  moment  oil  ces  fiers 
insulaires  ne  posscdront  ni  terres  ni  iles  au  nouvcau  monde;" 
i.  e.,  "  May  Heaven  grant  that  before  my  death  I  may  6ee  the 
moment  when  these  proud  islanders  shall  not  possess  either  con- 
tinent or  island  in  the  new  world." " 

August  20. — Yesterday  morning,  at  three  o'clock,  an  at- 
tack was  made  on  the  British  garrison  at  Powle's  Ilook; 

M»jorw«  Attack  wn^cn'  &^er  a  **mt  resistance,  surrendered  pris- 
on powIob  Hook.  oners  0f  war?  except  Major  Sutherland  and  about 

fifty  of  his  men,  who,  under  cover  of  the  night,  made  their 
escape  to  a  small  block-house  on  the  left  of  the  fort.  The 


»  "  An  Observer,-  in  the  MaasachusetU  Spy ;  and  New  Hampshire  Gazette, 
August  17. 

»  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  August  17. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


4  • 


( (i  t'r.  ■»  i  r 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


1779.] 


lee's  attack  ox  powle'8  hook. 


733 


American  party  was  commanded  by  Major  Lee,  of  the  horse, 
who,  in  a  letter  to  General  Washington,  gives  the  following 
particular  account  of  the  affair : 1  "I  took  command  of  the 
troops  employed  on  this  occasion,  on  the  18th.  They  amount- 
ed to  four  hundred  infantry,  composed  of  detachments  of  the 
Virginia  and  Maryland  divisions,  and  one  troop  of  dismounted 
dragoons.  The  troops  moved  from  the  vicinity  of  the  New 
Bridge  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon — patrols  of  horse 
being  detached  to  watch  the  communication  with  the  North 
River,  and  parties  of  infantry  stationed  at  the  different  ave- 
nues leading  to  Powle's  Hook.  My  anxiety  to  render  the 
march  as  easy  as  possible,  induced  me  to  pursue  the  Bergen 
road  lower  than  intended.  After  tiling  into  the  mountains, 
the  timidity  or  treachery  of  the  principal  guide  prolonged-  a 
short  march  into  a  march  of  three  hours ;  by  this  means  the 
troops  were  exceedingly  harassed  ;  and,  being  obliged  to  pass 
through  deep,  mountainous  woods  to  regain  our  route,  some 
parties  of  the  roar  were  unfortunately  separated.  This  affected 
me  most  sensibly,  as  it  not  only  diminished  the  number  of  the 
men  destined  for  the  assault,  but  deprived  me  of  the  aid  of 
several  officers  of  distinguished  merit. 

"On  reaching  the  point  of  separation,  I  found  my  first  dis- 
position impracticable,  both  from  the  near  approach  of  day, 
and  the  rising  of  the  tide.  Not  a  moment  being  to  spare,  I 
paid  no  attention  to  the  punctilios  of  honor  or  rank,  but  or- 
dered the  troops  to  advance  in  their  then  disposition.  Lieu- 
tenant Rudolph,  whom  I  had  previously  detached  to  reconnoitre 
the  passages  of  the  canal,  returned  to  me  at  this  point  of  time, 
and  reported  that  all  was  silence  within  the  works :  that  he 
had  fathomed  the  canal,  and  found  the  passage  on  the  centre 
route  still  admissible.  This  intervening  intelligence  was  im- 
mediately communicated  from  front  to  rear,  and  the  troops 
pushed  on  with  that  resolution,  order,  and  coolness,  which 
insures  success. 

"The  forlorn  hopes,  led  by  Lieutenant  M'Callistcr  of  the 

0 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  at  Paramtu,  August  21,  in  the  New  Ilamp- 
•hire  Gazette,  September  7. 
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Maryland,  and  Lieutenant  Rudolph  of  the  dragoons,  marched 
on  with  trailed  arms  in  most  profound  silence.  Such  was  the 
singular  address  of  these  two  gentlemen,  that  the  first  notice 
to  the  garrison  was  the  forlorns  plunging  into  the  canal.  A 
firing  immediately  commenced  from  the  block-houses,  and  along 
the  line  of  abattis,  but  did  not  in  the  least  check  the  advance 
of  the  troops.  The  forlorn,  supported  by  Major  Clarke  at  the 
head  of  the  right  column,  broko  through  all  opposition,  and 
found  an  entrance  into  the  main  work.  So  rapid  was  the 
movements  of  the  troops,  that  we  gained  the  fort  before  the 
discharge  of  a  single  piece  of  artillery.  The  centre  column, 
commanded  by  Captain  Forsyth,  on  passing  the  abattis,  took 
a  direction  to  their  left.  Lieutenant  Armstrong  led  on  the 
advance  of  this  column.  They  soon  possessed  themselves  of 
the  oflicers  and  troops  posted  at  the  house  No.  6,  and  fully 
completed  every  object  of  their  destination.  The  rear  column, 
under  Captain  Handy,  moved  forward  in  support  of  the  whole. 
Thus  were  we  completely  victorious  in  the  space  of  a  few  mo- 
ments. 

"  The  appearance  of  daylight,  my  apprehension  lest  some 
accident  might  have  befallen  the  boats,  the  numerous  difficul- 
ties of  the  retreat,  the  harassed  state  of  the  troops,  and  the 
destruction  of  all  our  ammunition  by  passing  the  canal,  con- 
spired in  influencing  me  to  retire  at  the  moment  of  victory. 
Major  Clarke,  with  the  right  column,  was  immediately  put  in 
motion  with  the  greater  part  of  the  prisoners.  Captain  Handy 
followed  on  with  the  remainder.  Lieutenants  Armstrong  and 
Reed  formed  the  rear  guard. 

"  Immediately  on  the  commencement  of  the  retreat,  I  sent 
forward  Captain  Forsyth  to  Prior's  Mill  to  collect  such  men  from 
the  different  columns  as  were  most  fit  for  action,  and  to  take 
post  on  the  heights  of  Bergen  to  cover  the  retreat.  On  my 
reaching  this  place,  I  was  informed  by  Cornet  Neill  (who  had 
been  posted  there  during  the  night  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
the  bridge  and  communicating  with  the  boats)  that  my  mes- 
senger directed  to  him  previous  to  the  attack,  had  not  arrived, 
nor  had  ho  heard  from  Captain  Peyton,  who  had  charge  of 
the  boats. 
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"  Stnick  with  apprehension  that  I  should  bo  disappointed 
in  the  route  of  retreat,  I  rode  forward  to  the  front  under 
Major  Clarke,  whom  I  found  very  near  the  point  of  embarka- 
tion, and  no  boats  to  receive  them.  In  this  very  critical  situ- 
ation, I  lost  no  time  in  my  decision,  but  ordered  the  troops  to 
regain  Bergen  road,  and  move  on  to  the  New  Bridge.  At  the 
same  time,  I  communicated  my  disappointment  to  Lord  Stirling 
by  express,  then  returned  to  Prior's  Bridge  to  the  rear -guard. 

"  Oppressed  by  every  possible  misfortune,  at  the  head  of 
troops  worn  down  by  a  rapid  marcli  of  thirty  miles,  through 
mountains,  swamps,  and  deep  morasses,  without  the  least  re- 
freshment during  the  whole  march,  ammunition  destroyed, 
encumbered  with  prisoners,  and  a  retreat  of  fourteen  miles  to 
make  good,  on  a  route  admissible  of  interception  at  several 
points  by  a  march  of  two,  three,  or  four  miles,  one  body  mov- 
ing in  our  rear,  and  another  (from  the  intelligence  I  had 
received  from  the  captured  officers)  in  all  probability  well 
advanced  on  our  right,  a  retreat  naturally  impossible  to  our 
left,  under  all  these  distressing  circumstances,  my  sole  depend- 
ence was  in  the  persevering  gallantry  of  the  officers,  and  ob- 
stinate courage  of  the  troops.  In  this  I  was  fully  satisfied  by 
the  shouts  of  the  soldiery,  who  gave  every  proof  of  unimpaired 
vigor  at  the  moment  the  enemy's  approach  was  announced. 

"  Having  gained  the  point  of  interception  opposite  Wee- 
hock,  (Weehawken,)  Captain  Handy  was  directed  to  move  with 
his  division  on  the  mountain  road,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  re- 
treat. Captain  Catlett,  of  the  second  Virginia  regiment,  for- 
tunately joined  me  at  this  moment  at  the  head  of  fifty  men 
with  good  ammunition.  I  immediately  halted  this  officer,  and 
having  detached  two  parties,  the  one  on  the  Bergen  road  in 
the  rear  of  Major  Clarke,  the  other  on  the  banks  of  the  North 
River,  I  moved  with  the  party  under  command  of  the  cap- 
tain on  the  centre  route.  By  these  precautions  a  sudden  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  was  fully  prevented.  I  am  very  much 
indebted  to  this  officer  and  the  gentlemen  under  him,  for  their 
alacrity  and  vigilance  on  this  occasion. 

"  On  the  rear's  approach  to  the  Fort  Lee  road,  we  met  a 
detachment  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ball,  which  Lord 
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Stirling  had  pushed  forward,  on  the  first  notice  of  our  situation, 
to  support  the  retreat  The  colonel  moved  on  and  occupied  a 
position  which  effectually  covered  us. 

"  Some  little  time  after  this,  a  body  of  the  enemy  made 
their  appearance,  issuing  out  of  the  woods  on  our  right,  and 
moving  through  the  fields  directly  to  the  road.  They  immediate- 
ly commenced  a  fire  upon  our  rear.  Lieutenant  Reed  was  or- 
dered to  face  them,  while  Lieutenant  Rudolph  threw  himself 
with  a  party  into  a  stone  house  which  commanded  the  road. 
These  two  officers  were  directed  mutually  to  support  each 
other,  and  give  time  for  the  troops  to  pass  the  English  Neigh- 
borhood Creek,  at  the  liberty  pole.  On  the  enemy's  observing 
this  disposition,  they  immediately  retired  by  the  same  route 
they  had  approached,  and  gained  the  woods.  The  precipita- 
tion with  which  they  retired  prevented  the  possibility  of  Col- 
onel Ball's  falling  in  with  them,  and  saved  the  whole. 

"  The  body  which  moved  in  our  rear,  having  excessively 
fatigued  themselves  by  the  rapidity  of  their  march,  thought 
prudent  to  halt  before  they  came  in  contact  with  us. 

"  Tims  was  every  attempt  to  cut  off  our  rear  completely 
baffled.  The  troops  arrived  safely  at  the  New  Bridge  with  all 
the  prisoners,  about  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  nineteenth.  I 
should  commit  the  highest  injustice,  was  I  not  to  assure  your 
excellency  that  my  endeavors  were  fully  seconded  by  every 
officer  in  his  station ;  nor  can  any  discrimination  justly  be 
made,  but  what  arose  from  opportunity.  The  troops  vied  with 
each  other  in  patience  under  their  many  sufferings,  and  con- 
ducted themselves  in  every  vicissitude  of  fortune  with  a  reso- 
lution which  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  them.  During  the 
whole  action,  not  a  single  musket  was  fired  on  our  side ;  the 
bayonet  was  our  sole  dependence. 

"  Having  gained  the  fort,  such  was  the  order  of  the  troops, 
and  attention  of  the  officers,  that  the  soldiers  were  prevented 
from  plundering,  although  in  the  midst  of  every  sort.  Amer- 
ican humanity  has  been  again  signally  manifested.  Self- 
preservation  strongly  dictated,  on  the  retreat,  the  putting  the 
prisoners  to  death,  and  British  cruelty  fully  justified  it;  not- 
withstanding which,  not  a  man  was  wantonly  hurt. 
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u  During  the  progress  of  the  troops  in  the  works,  from  the 
different  reports  of  my  officers  I  conclude  not  more  than  fifty 
of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  a  few  wounded.  Among  the 
killed  is  one  officer,  supposed  (from  his  description)  to  be  a 
captain  in  Colonel  Buskirk's  regiment.  Our  loss  on  this  occa- 
sion is  very  trifling.  I  have  not  yet  had  a  report  from  the 
detachment  of  Virginians ;  but,  as  I  conclude  their  loss  to  be 
proportionate  to  the  loss  of  the  other  troops,  I  can  venture  to 
pronounce  that  the  loss  of  the  whole  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  will  not  exceed  twenty.  As  soon  as  the  report  comes 
to  hand,  I  will  transmit  to  head-quarters  an  accurate  return. 
I  herewith  enclose  a  return  of  the  prisoners  taken  from  the 
enemy. 

"  At  every  point  of  the  enterprise  I  stood  highly  indebted 
to  Major  Clarke  for  his  zeal,  activity,  and  example.  Captains 
Ilandy  and  Forsyth  have  claim  to  my  particular  thanks  for  the 
support  I  experienced  from  them  on  every  occasion.  The 
Captains  Reed,  M'Clane,  Smith,  Crump,  and  Wilmot,  behaved 
with  the  greatest  zeal  and  intrepidity.  I  must  acknowledge 
myself  very  much  indebted  to  Major  Bumet  and  Captain  Pey- 
ton-, of  the  dragoons,  for  their  counsel  and  indefatigahility  in 
the  previous  preparations  for  the  attack.  The  premature 
withdrawal  of  the  boats  was  owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  my 
despatches ;  and  though  a  most  mortifying  circumstance,  can 
be  called  nothing  more  than  unfortunate.  Lieutenant  Yan- 
dcrville,  who  was  to  have  commanded  one  of  the  forlorns,  but 
was  thrown  out  by  the  alteration  of  the  disposition  of  the 
battle,  conducted  himself  perfectly  soldier-like.  The  whole 
of  the  officers  behaved  with  the  greatest  propriety  ;  and,  as 
I  said  before,  no  discrimination  can  justly  be  made,  but  what 
arose  from  opportunity. 

"  The  Lieutenants  M'Callister,  Armstrong,  Reed,  and  Ru- 
do'ph,  distinguished  themselves  remarkably.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  to  those  gentlemen  for  their  prowess  and 
example.  Captain  Bradford,  of  the  train,  who  volunteered  it 
with  me  for  the  purpose  of  taking  direction  of  the  artillery, 
deserves  my  warmest  thanks  for  his  zeal  and  activity.  I  am 
personally  indebted  to  Captain  Rudolph,  and  Dr.  Irvine  of 
"47 
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the  dragoons,  who  attended  me  during  the  expedition,  for  their 
many  services. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  present  your  excellency  with  the  flag  of  the 
fort  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  M'Callister,  the  gentleman  into 
whose  possession  it  fell. 

"Among  the  many  nnfortnnate  circumstances  which  crossed 
our  wishes,  none  was  more  so  than  the  accidental  absence  of 
Colonel  Buskirk,  and  the  greatest  part  of  his  regiment.  They 
had  set  out  on  an  expedition  up  the  North  River  the  very  night 
of  the  attack.  A  company  of  vigilant  Hessians  had  taken 
their  place  in  the  fort,  which  rendered  the  secrecy  of  approach 
more  precarious,  and,  at  the  same  time,  diminished  the  object 
of  the  enterprise  by  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  the  garri- 
son. Major  Sutherland  fortunately  saved  himself  by  a  soldiers 
counterfeiting  his  person.  This  imposition  was  not  discovered 
until  too  late. 

"  I  intended  to  have  burnt  the  barracks  ;  but  on  finding  a 
number  of  sick  soldiers  and  women  with  young  children  in 
them,  humanity  forbade  the  execution  of  my  intention.  The 
key  of  the  magazine  could  not  be  found,  nor  could  it  be  broken 
open  in  the  little  time  we  had  to  6pare,  many  attempts  having 
been  made  to  that  purpose  by  the  Lieutenants  M'Callister 
and  Reed.  It  was  completely  impracticable  to  bring  off  any 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  consulted  Captain  Bradford  on  the  point, 
who  confirms  me  in  my  opinion.  The  circumstance  of  6piking 
them  being  trivial,  it  was  omitted  altogether. 

"  After  mo6t  of  the  troops  had  retired  from  the  works,  and 
were  passed  and  passing  the  canal,  a  fire  of  musketry  com- 
menced from  a  few  stragglers,  who  had  collected  in  an  old 
work  on  the  right  of  the  main  fort.  Their  fire  being  ineffec- 
tual, and  the  object  trifling,  I  determined  not  to  break  in 
upon  the  order  of  retreat,  but  continue  passing  the  defile  in 
front.  I  cannot  conclude  this  relation  without  expressing  my 
warmest  thanks  to  Lord  Stirling  for  the  full  patronage  I  re- 
ceived from  him  in  every  stage  of  the  enterprise.  I  must  also 
return  my  thanks  to  the  cavalry  for  their  vigilant  execution  of 
the  duties  assigned  them."  1 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  September  2.   General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  a  letter 
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August  24. — Yesterday  being  the  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  LEWIS  the  XVIth,  the  vessels 
in  the  harbor  of  Philadelphia  were  decorated  with    Birthday  or 

Louis  XVI  Ctlc- 

union  flags ;  thirteen  rounds  were  fired  by  many  b™ted. 
of  them,  as  also  from  the  State  artillery  at  the  coffee- 
house. The  bells  were  rang,  and  in  the  evening  the  city  was 
entertained  by  a  most  brilliant  display  of  fireworks,  from  a 
stage  erected  before  the  door  of  his  Excellency  the  President 
of  the  State.  All  ranks  of  people  testified  by  their  counte- 
nances and  behavior  the  most  sincere  joy  in  paying  these 
marks  of  respect  to  the  birthday  of  an  illustrious  Prince,  who 
has  justly  merited  from  the  world,  and  in  particular  from  these 
States,  the  exalted  title  of  the  Peotectob  of  the  Bights  op 
Mankind.1 

Auoust  25. — Yesterday  evening,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Lu- 
zerne, accompanied  with  M.  de  Valnais,  consul  of  France, 
M.  de  Marbois,  counsellor  of  parliament,  M.  de  LaMrne 
Chavagnes,  captain  in  the  royal  navy  of  France,  Uarvard  college, 
and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen  of  distinction,  both  French 
and  Americans,  made  a  visit  to  Harvard  College,  at  the  invi- 
to Lord  George  Germainc,  dated  New  York,  August  21,  1779,  says  of  this  action : 
"On  the  19th  instant,  the  garrison  of  Powle's  Hook  being  reinforced,  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  Buskirk  was  detached  with  part  of  the  troops  to  cut  off  some  small  parties 
who  interrupted  the  supplies  of  provision ;  a  considerable  body  of  the  rebels  availed 
themselves  of  that  opportunity  to  attempt  the  post.  At  three  in  the  morning 
they  advanced  to  the  gate  of  the  works,  and  being  mistaken  by  a  negligent  guard 
for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buskirk's  corps  returning,  entered  without  opposition.  I 
fear  they  found  the  garrison  so  scandalously  absorbed,  in  consequence  of  their 
security,  that  they  made  themselves  masters  of  a  block-house  and  two  redoubts 
with  scarcely  any  difficulty.  The  alarm  being  now  spread,  Major  Sutherland,  the 
commandant,  threw  himself,  with  forty  Hessians,  into  a  redoubt,  by  an  incessant 
fire  from  which  he  forced  the  enemy  to  quit  the  post  without  either  damaging  any 
of  the  cannon  or  setting  fire  to  the  barracks.  In  short,  their  retreat  was  as  dis- 
graceful as  their  attempt  was  well-conducted.  They  carried  off  with  them  near 
forty  invalid*,  prisoners.  A  detachment  being  sent  over  from  New  York,  Major 
Sutherland  pursued  the  enemy,  and  coming  np  with  their  rear  made  a  captain  and 
some  privates  prisoners.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buskirk,  on  his  return,  had  a  small 
skirmish  with  the  rebels,  and  took  four  prisoners  without  any  loss  on  his  part." — 
Upcett,  v.  827. 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  August  24. 
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tation  of  the  president  and  corporation.  The  Chevalier  and 
company  having  alighted  from  their  carriages,  passed  through 
the  college  yard  between  two  lines  of  students  in  their  academ- 
ical habits,  their  heads  uncovered,  to  the  door  of  Harvard 
Hall,  where  they  were  received  by  the  president,  corpora- 
tion, professors,  and  tutors,  and  conducted  to  the  library. 
Soon  after  they  were  seated,  the  president  rose,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  corporation  and  the  whole  university,  addressed 
the  Chevalier  in  the  Latin  language,  congratulating  his  safe 
arrival,  making  the  most  respectful  mention  of  our  illustrious 
ally,  his  most  Christian  Majesty;  expressing  the  warmest 
wishes  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  alliance,  and  the  completion 
of  its  important  and  happy  design,  and  for  the  prosperity  of 
religion  and  learning  throughout  the  world. 

The  Chevalier  replied  in  the  most  polite  manner,  and  in 
the  same  language,  assuring  his  audience  that  his  wishes  had 
been  most  fortunately  crowned  by  seeing  a  country,  once  in- 
deed the  region  of  ignorance  and  barbarity,  now  the  seat  of 
freedom,  commerce,  virtue,  and  the  liberal  arts ;  and  express- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  the  uncommon  joy  he  should  derive 
from  finding  the  turbulent  scenes  of  war,  and  the  public  nego- 
tiation in  which  he  was  engaged,  preparing  the  way  for  a  closer 
alliance  between  the  arts  and  sciences  in  distant  nations,  to 
their  mutual  improvement,  and  the  common  benefit  of  man- 
kind. After  amusing  themselves  among  the  rich  variety  of 
books  deposited  in  the  library,  the  company  were  conducted 
into  a  large  and  elegant  philosophy  room,  where  a  very  decent 
entertainment  was  provided.  After  dinner  they  viewed  the 
curiosities  of  the  museum,  and  the  philosophical  apparatus 
fabricated  by  some  of  the  best  artists  in  Europe. 

Every  countenance  indicated  pleasure,  and  every  circum- 
stance of  the  day  testified  the  joy  that  was  diffused  through 
tho  whole  university  upon  this  agreeable  occasion.1 

1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  September  7. 
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September  4.— Tins  morning,  the  Congress  being  informed 
that  Mr.  William  Henry  Drayton,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  died  last  night,  and  that  p#,9th  of  wmUm 
circumstances  required  that  his  remains  should  be  HtDr3r  D"*1"*- 
interred  this  evening,  they  "ftesolved.  That  the  Congress  would, 
in  a  body,  attend  the  funeral  this  evening  at  six  o'clock,  as 
mourners,  with  a  crape  round  the  left  arm,  and  would  continue 
in  mourning  for  the  space  of  one  month."  They  further  re- 
solved that  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Harnett  be  a 
committee  to  superintend  the  funeral ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
White,  the  attending  chaplain,  should  be  notified  to  officiate  on 
the  occasion.  They  also  directed  the  committee  to  invite  the 
General  Assembly,  the  President  and  Supremo  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
France,  and  other  persons  of  distinction  in  town,  to  attend 
the  funeral. 

Accordingly,  at  six  o'clock  this  evening,  the  corpse  was 
earned  in  procession  to  Christ  Church — the  President,  two 
members  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  J udge  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  the  Attorney-General  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Briga- 
dier-General nogan,  supported  the  pall.  Besides  the  Presi- 
dent and  members  of  Congress  as  mourners,  the  Minister  and 
Consul  of  France,  several  civil  and  military  officers  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  number  of  inhabitants  and  strangers  of 
distinction,  attended  the  funeral.  After  Divine  service  had 
been  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  White,  rector  of  the  Episco- 
pal churches  in  Philadelphia,  and  one  of  the  chaplains  of  Con- 
gress, the  corpse  was  interred  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
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Mr.  Drayton's  age  did  not  exceed  thirty-eight  years ; — he 
died  of  a  putrid  fever.  His  health  had  been  almost  insensibly 
impaired  by  a  sedentary  life,  and  incessant  attention  to  busi- 
ness for  near  two  years'  attendance  on  Congress,  which  his 
constitution,  though  naturally  strong,  was  unable  longer  to 
sustain.  His  family  was  always  among  the  number  of  the 
most  respectable  and  opulent  in  South  Carolina.  He  had 
taken  an  early  and  decided  part  in  the  present  contest,  and 
been  honored  from  time  to  time  by  his  country,  with  the  most 
important  and  confidential  offices.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  chief-justice  of  that  State,  and  one  of  its  delegates  to 
Congress.  His  literary  attainments,  acquired  by  good  talents 
and  an  excellent  education,  are  well  known  here  and  in  Eu- 
rope, where  several  of  his  political  papers  have  been  admired 
and  read  in  different  languages. 

To  speak  particularly  of  his  character  would  perhaps  be 
improper  in  a  newspaper,  which,  like  the  grave,  generally 
places  the  dead  on  a  level,  without  respect  to  the  wise  man  or 
the  fool,  the  saint  or  the  sinner.  Let  this  subject,  therefore, 
be  reserved  for  the  pen  of  some  impartial  historian,  who,  when 
he  shall  inform  posterity  that  William  Henry  Drayton  was  an 
honest,  independent  patriot,  and  an  upright,  candid  gentleman, 
will,  at  the  same  time,  communicate  facts  more  than  sufficient 
to  establish  and  support  his  title  to  that  character.1 

September  16.— The  expedition  of  General  Sullivan  against 
the  Indians  has  been  crowned  with  complete  success.  Forty 

saltan's     °*  tne*r  towns  nave  De€n  reduced  to  ashes :  one 
Expedition.    0f  tnem  (Genesee)  contained  about  one  hundred 

and  twenty-eight  houses  ;  all  of  their  corn  destroyed,  computed 
to  amount  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  bushels,  besides 
large  quantities  of  other  articles.  The  whole  country  of  the 
Senecas,  and  other  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations,  have  been  over- 
run and  destroyed,  and  they  compelled  to  fly  to  Niagara  for  se- 
curity ;  and  all  this  done  with  the  loss  of  less  than  forty  men  on 
our  part,  including  killed,  wounded,  taken,  and  those  who  died 

Pennsylvania  racket,  September  11. 
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natural  deaths.  In  course  of  the  expedition,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  lessen  the  issues  of  provisions  to  half  the  usual  allow- 
ance, in  which  the  troops  acquiesced  with  the  greatest  cheer- 
fulness, being  determined  to  prosecute  the  enterprise  to  a 
complete  and  successful  issue. 

Colonel  Brodhead,  who  commanded  a  party  from  Fort 
Pitt,  has  penetrated  the  Indian  country,  lying  on  the  Alle- 
ghany River,  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  burnt  Brodh««r«  vwt 
ten  of  the  Mingo,  Munsey,  and  Seneca  towns  in  TomJ!"* 
that  quarter,  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  houses,  and 
destroyed  all  the  fields  of  corn,  computed  to  be  five  hundred 
acres,  with  the  only  loss  on  our  side  of  three  men  slightly 
wounded.  Forty-three  of  their  warriors  were  met  by  Lieuten- 
ant Harding  and  an  advance  party  of  twenty-two  men,  who 
attacked  the  savages,  and  routed  them,  killed  five  on  the  spot, 
and  took  all  their  canoes  and  blankets.' 

A  gentleman  who  attended  Colonel  Brodhead,  gives  the 
following  particular  account  of  the  expedition : — "  The  many 
savage  barbarities  and  horrid  depredations  committed  by  the 
Seneca  and  Munsey  nations  upon  the  western  frontiers,  had 
determined  Colonel  Brodhead,  as  the  most  effectual  way  to 
prevent  such  hostilities  in  future,  and  revenge  the  past,  to 
carry  the  war  into  their  own  country,  and  strike  a  decisive 
blow  at  their  towns. 

"  On  the  11th  of  August,  our  little  army,  consisting  of  only 
six  hundred  and  five  rank  and  file,  marched  from  Pittsburg 
with  one  month's  provision.  At  Mahoning,  fifteen  miles 
above  the  Old  Kittanning,  we  were  detained  four  days  by 
the  excessive  rains,  from  whence  (leaving  the  river,  which 
flows  in  a  thousand  manners)  we  proceeded  by  a  blind  path 
leading  to  Cuscushing,  through  a  country  almost  impassable 
by  reason  of  the  stupendous  heights  and  frightful  declivities, 
with  a  continued  range  of  craggy  hills,  overspread  with  fallen 
timber,  thorns,  and  underwood ;  here  and  there  an  intervening 
valley,  whose  deep,  impenetrable  gloom  has  always  been  im- 
pervious to  the  piercing  rays  of  the  warmest  sun.   At  Cus- 

*  New  Hampshire  Ckzette,  NoTcmber  *. 
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dishing  (which  is  fifteen  miles  above  Venango)  wo  crossed  the 
Alleghany,  and  continued  om*  route  upon  its  banks.  But  here 
our  march  was  rendered  still  more  difficult  by  the  mountains, 
which  jutted  close  upon  the  river,  forming  a  continued  narrow 
defile,  allowing  us  only  the  breadth  of  an  Indian  path  to 
march  upon.  In  the  midst  of  these  defiles,  our  advanced 
party,  consisting  of  fifteen  white  men  and  eight  Delawares,  dis- 
covered between  thirty  and  forty  warriors  landing  from  their 
canoes,  who,  having  also  seen  part  of  our  troops,  immediately 
stripped  themselves  and  prepared  for  action.  Lieutenant 
Harding,  who  commanded  our  advance,  disposed  his  men  in 
a  semi-circular  form,  and  began  the  attack  with  such  irresisti- 
ble fury,  tomahawk  in  hand,  that  the  savages  could  not  long 
sustain  the  charge,  but  fled  with  the  utmost  horror  and  precip- 
itation, some  plunging  themselves  into  the  river,  and  others, 
favored  by  the  thickness  of  the  bushes,  made  their  escape  on 
the  main,  leaving  five  dead  on  the  field,  without  any  loss  on 
our  side  except  three  men  slightly  wounded.  Upon  the  first 
alarm,  supposing  it  to  be  more  serious,  the  army  was  arranged 
for  fight ;  both  officers  and  men,  enraged  at  their  former  cru- 
elties, animated  by  the  calmness,  resolution,  and  intrepidity  of 
the  commandant,  showed  the  utmost  ardor  to  engage ;  and  had 
the  action  been  general,  we  had  every  prospect  of  the  most 
ample  success  from  a  brave  commander  at  the  head  of  brave 
men.  Continuing  our  march,  we  arrived  the  6ame  day  at 
Buchan,  where,  leaving  our  baggage,  stores,  &c,  under  a 
guard,  we  proceeded  to  their  towns  with  the  utmost  despatch, 
which  we  found  at  the  distance  of  about  twenty  miles  further, 
with  extensive  cornfields  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  de- 
serted by  the  inhabitants  on  our  approach.  Eight  towns  we 
set  in  flames,  and  committed  their  pagod  and  war  posts  to  the 
river.  The  corn,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  near  six  hundred 
acres,  was  our  next  object,  which  in  three  days  we  cnt  down 
and  piled  into  heaps,  without  the  least  interruption  from  the 
enemy. 

"  Upon  our  return,  we  several  times  crossed  a  creek  about 
ten  miles  above  Yenango,  remarkable  for  an  oily  liquid  which 
oozes  from  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  channel  and  the  adjacent 
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springs,  much  resembling  British  oil,  and  if  applied  to  woollen 
cloth,  burns  it  in  an  instant. 

"  After  burning  the  old  towns  of  Conauwago  and  Mahus- 
quachinkocken,  we  arrived  at  Pittsburg,  the  fourteenth  instant, 
with  the  scalps  we  had  taken,  and  three  thousand  dollars'  worth 
of  plunder ;  having,  in  the  course  of  thirty-three  days,  com- 
pleted a  march  of  near  four  hundred  miles,  through  a  country 
the  Indians  had  hitherto  thought  impenetrable  by  us,  and  con- 
sidered as  a  sufficient  barrier  for  the  security  of  their  towns ; 
and,  indeed,  nothing  but  the  absolute  necessity  of  such  a  meas- 
ure, and  a  noble  spirit  of  enterprise,  could  be  a  sufficient  in- 
ducement to  undertake  so  arduous  a  task,  and  encounter  those 
difficulties  and  obstacles  which  require  the  most  consummate 
fortitude  to  surmount."  1 

September  30. — "We  hear  that  the  committee  at  Philadel- 
phia is  dissolved,  and  that  the  utmost  confusion  now  reigns  in 
that  city ;  that  their  currency  is  got  as  low  as  CrtT,fllsl(>n  at 
twenty-eight  for  one ;  that  General  Lee  has  had  ^u*1*^*- 
a  duel  with  Mr.  Clarkson,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Arnold,  in 
which  the  former  was  wounded  in  the  side  slightly  ;  that  Gen- 
eral Washington  remains  at  West  Point,  Lord  Stirling  in  the 
Clove ;  that  about  sixty  of  Baylor's  light  horse  moved  down 
to  Monmouth  a  few  days  ago ;  that  Major  Hays  commands  at 
Elizabethtown  at  present ;  that  the  news  of  the  Spaniards  in- 
terfering in  the  present  war  is  but  very  coolly  received  in  most 
parts  of  the  country,  the  sensible  part  of  the  people  being  of 
opinion  that  some  European  powers  will  join  Great  Britain, 
and  in  the  end  that  America  will  fall  a  prey  to  one  of  the 
powers  at  war." 

October  7. — Yesterday  morning,  about  one  o'clock,  made 
their  escape  from  the  Good  Ilope  prison-ship,  lying  in  the 
North  Kiver  at  New  York,  nine  captains  and  two  mi**  f^p* 
privates.  Among  the  number  was  Captain  James    r^.n  ship. 
Prince,  who  had  been  confined  four  months,  and  having  no 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Pittaburg,  September  16,  in  the  New  York  Gaacttc, 
Novctaber  1.  »  New  York  Gazette,  October  4. 
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prospect  of  being  exchanged,  concerted  a  plan  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  gentlemen,  to  make  their  escape,  which  they 
effected  in  the  following  manner :  They  confined  the  mate, 
disarmed  the  sentinels,  and  hoisted  out  the  boat  which  was  on 
deck.  They  brought  off  nine  stand  of  arms,  one  pair  of  pis- 
tols, and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ammunition,  being  determined 
not  to  be  taken  alive.  They  had  scarcely  got  clear  of  the  ship 
before  the  alarm  was  given,  when  they  were  fired  on  by  three 
different  ships,  but  fortunately  no  person  was  hurt.  Captain 
Prince  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  Captain  Charles  Nelson, 
who  commanded  the  prison-ship,  using  the  prisoners  with  ft 
great  deal  of  humanity,  and  in  particular  himself.' 

October  21. — Tins  day,  a  Mr.  Van  Mater  was  knocked  off 
his  horse  on  the  road  near  Longstreet's  mill,  in  Monmouth 
Lewis  Fenton  county>  New  Jersey,  by  Lewis  Fenton  and  one 
Killed.  Debow,  by  whom  he  was  stabbed  in  the  arras  and 
otherwise  much  abused,  besides  being  robbed  of  his  saddle. 
In  the  mean  time,  another  person  coming  up,  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  robbers,  and  gave  Van  Mater  an  opportunity  to 
make  his  escape.  He  went  directly  and  informed  a  sergeant's 
guard  of  Major  Lee's  light  dragoons,  who  were  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, of  what  had  happened.  The  sergeant  immediately 
impressed  a  wagon  and  horses,  and  ordered  three  of  his  men  to 
secrete  themselves  in  it  under  some  hay.  Having  changed  his 
clothes  and  procured  a  guide,  he  made  haste,  thus  equipped,  to 
the  place  where  Fenton  lay.  On  the  approach  of  the  wagon, 
Fenton  (his  companion  being  gone)  rushed  out  to  plunder  it 
Upon  demanding  what  they  had  in  it,  he  was  answered,  u  a 
little  wine  and  spirits."  These  articles  he  said  he  wanted ; 
and  while  advancing  towards  the  wagon  to  take  possession  of 
them,  one  of  the  soldiers,  being  previously  informed  who  he 
was,  shot  him  through  the  head,  which  killed  him  instantly  on 
the  spot.  Thus  did  this  villain  end  his  days,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  at  least  be  a  warning  to  others,  if  not,  induce  them  to 
throw  themselves  on  the  mercy  of  their  injured  country." 


1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  November  2.  •  Same. 
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If  we  may  venture  to  conjecture  from  many  expressions 
dropped  from  the  different  flags  of  truce  arrived  in  New  York 
lately,  it  is  greatly  to  be  believed  that  the  Con- 
gress has  made  a  solemn  request  to  the  Court  of 
France  to  find  a  polite  pretext  of  inviting  Mr.  "Washington 
to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  by  way  of  getting  rid  of  a  man 
whom  they  no  longer  wish  should  control  their  rebellious 
measures.1 

October  22. — On  the  first  day  of  last  month  (September) 
Count  D'Estaing  arrived  off  the  coast  of  Georgia,  in  order  to 
co-operate  with  the  Americans  under  the  com-  Brituh  Account 
mand  of  General  Lincoln,  in  the  reduction  of  s»v»niuh. 
Savannah.  Upon  the  fifteenth,  says  a  correspondent,  the 
Count  summoned  the  town  to  surrender,  in  the  true  style  of  a 
Frenchman.*  A  proper  answer  was  returned.  In  the  mean 
time  Moncrieffe  was  indefatigable  in  putting  the  place  in  a 
proper  state  of  defence.  A  few  days  afterwards,  the  French 
and  rebels  began  to  throw  up  works  upon  the  hill  to  the  left 
of  Tatnall's,  within  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  of  the 
British  lines,  when  three  companies  of  light  infantry  were  sent 
out  in  hopes  of  drawing  on  a  general  action  ;  but  were  obliged 
to  retire,  being  opposed  by  ten  times  their  number,  after  fight- 
ing like  lions  in  the  sight  of  the  whole  army.  The  British  loss 
was  Lieutenant  M'Pherson  killed,  and  about  fifteen 'privates 
killed  and  wounded  ;  and  it  is  beyond  doubt  that  the  French 
had  upwards  of  fifty  killed,  and  a  considerable  number  wound- 
ed. Major  Graham  commanded  in  this  little  affair.  After 
this,  the  British  never  attempted  to  interrupt  the  Monsieurs, 
who  could  be  heard  working  like  devils  every  night. 

About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  third  instant,  they 
began  a  most  dreadful  cannonade  and  bombardment,  which 

1  RiTington's  Gazette,  October  28. 

■  The  Count  summoned  General  Frevost  to  surrender  to  the  arms  of  the  King 
of  France.  Genera]  Lincoln  remonstrated  with  him  on  his  summons  to  surrender 
to  the  arms  of  France  only,  while  the  Americans  were  acting  in  conjunction  with 
him.  The  matter,  however,  was  soon  settled,  and  the  mode  of  all  future  nego- 
tiations amicably  adjusted.— Gordon,  UL  81. 
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continued  with  very  little  intermission  until  the  ninth,  when 
the  town  was  very  much  shattered,  and  two  houses  burnt  by 
carcases.    Notwithstanding  there  wcto  thirty  pieces  of  heavy 
cannon  and  ten  mortars  incessantly  playing  upon  us,  it  is 
astonishing  the  little  loss  we  sustained  ;  the  only  officer  killed 
was  our  worthy  friend  Captain  Simpson,  of  Major  Wright's 
corp6.    About  daybreak  on  the  ninth,  the  united  forces  of 
France  and  America,  consisting  of  upwards  of  four  thousand 
French,  and  the  Lord  knows  how  many  rebels,  attempted  to 
storm  our  lines.    The  principal  attack  was  made  in  three  col- 
umns, who  intended  to  unite  and  attack  the  works  at  the 
redoubt  upon  the  Ebenezer  road.    The  count,  in  person,  be- 
gan the  attack  with  great  vigor,  but  was  soon  thrown  into 
confusion  by  the  well-pointed  fire  from  our  batteries  and  re- 
doubts.   A  choice  body  of  grenadiers  came  on  with  such 
spirit  to  attack  the  old  redoubt  upon  the  Ebenezer  road,  that 
if  Tawsc,  with  a  number  of  his  men,  had  not  thrown  himself 
in  very  opportunely,  it  must  have  been  carried  ;  upwards  of 
sixty  men  were  lying  dead  in  the  ditch  after  the  action.  Poor 
Tawse  fell  bravely  fighting  for  his  country.    The  rebels  could 
not  be  brought  to  the  charge,  and  in  their  confusion  arc  said 
to  have  fired  upon  their  allies,  and  killed  upwards  of  fifty  of 
them.    It  is  almost  incredible  the  trifling  loss  we  sustained ; 
the  only  officer  killed  was  poor  Tawse,  and  there  were  not 
twenty  privates  killed  and  wounded.    The  enemy's  loss  was 
astonishing.    I  never  saw  such  a  dreadful  scene,  as  several 
hundreds  lay  dead  in  a  space  of  a  few  yards,  and  the  cries 
of  many  hundreds  wounded  was  still  more  distressing  to  a 
feeling  mind.    The  exact  loss  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained ;  but  Mr.  Robert  Baillie,  who  was  a  prisoner  with  the 
French  during  the  whole  of  the  siege,  says  they  own  a  loss  of 
near  fifteen  hundred.    Tho  count,  in  the  action  of  the  ninth, 
was  wounded  in  the  arm  and  thigh,  and  Pulaski  very  danger- 
ously by  a  grape-shot  in  the  groin-    Two  days  ago  tho  last  of 
the  French  troops  embarked  ;  the  rebels  have  been  gone  some 
time,  and  we  are  now  in  as  much  tranquillity  as  we  have  been 
for  any  time  these  6ix  months  past.    Mutual  animosity  and 
reviling  have  arisen  to  such  a  height  between  the  French  and 
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rebels  since  they  were  were  almost  read/ 

to  cut  one  another's  throats.1 

The  chief-justice  of  Georgia,  in  a  letter  to  his  wife,  dated 
November  niuth,  gives  the  following  particular  account  of  the 
siege  of  Savannah  : — "  Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  ^  of 
made  application  to  the  barrack-master  to  be  pro- 
vided  with  apartments ;  but  Savannah  was  so  full  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  I  got  two  rooms  in  a  house  in  which  the  town 
adjutant  and  his  wife  were  quartered ;  and  those  worthy 
people  showed  me  great  civility,  doing  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  make  my  life  comfortable.  After  some  time  my 
health  was  so  much  impaired  with  living  in  town,  that  I  pro- 
posed going  to  my  house  in  the  country,  which  is  on  the  Salts. 
"With  the  assistance  of  friends  and  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  I  at 
last  moved  my  baggage  and  some  provisions  to  the  country, 
where  I  soon  grew  better ;  but  I  had  not  been  there  many 
days,  and  had  scarcely  completed  the  removal  of  my  baggage, 
when  (on  the  third  of  September)  the  Count  D'Estaing,  with 
twenty-two  sail  of  the  line,  and  fourteen  frigates,  and  a  num- 
ber of  transports,  appeared  on  the  coast,  and  a  descent  being 
preconcerted  with  the  rebels  in  South  Carolina,  the  latter.had 
sent  parties  within  ten  miles  of  Savannah,  and  taken  several 
prisoners,  negroes,  and  horses.  I  now  moved  into  town,  and 
ordered  my  negroes  to  bring  in  my  baggage;  but  before 
that  was  completed,  the  French  landed  on  the  twelfth  of  Sep- 
tember, and  came  into  my  neighborhood,  by  which  means  I 
lost  the  wine,  provisions,  furniture,  some  books,  and  other  arti- 
cles that  were  left  behind.  Several  of  my  negroes  were  also 
left  at  the  plantation,  and  Fanny,  that  was  just  delivered,  ran 
into  the  woods  to  avoid  being  taken.  The  house  in  which  I 
was  quartered,  was  that  in  which  Mrs.  Lloyd  formerly  lived ; 
and  under  the  house  there  was  a  cellar,  which  a  merchant 
desired  the  town  adjutant  and  myself  would  permit  him  to 
apply  to  the  barrack-master  for  the  use  of,  and  we  accordingly 
consented  to  it    This  merchant  lent  his  cellar  to  two  others, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Strtoaah,  in  Rivington'i  Gazette,  November  20. 
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who,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  town  adjutant  or  myself, 
inhumanly  put  twenty-five  puncheons  of  rum  into  the  cellar, 
after  the  town  had  been  invested,  and  Count  D'Estaing  had 
demanded  the  surrender  thereof  to  the  arms  of  France.  The 
French  and  Americans  had  invested  the  town,  and  the  French 
had  intrenched  themselves  up  to  the  chin,  about  two  hundred 
yards  from  our  lines,  some  time  before  their  artillery  and  am- 
munition came  up  from  their  ships ;  and  as  a  slight  cannonade 
had  passed  over,  many  began  to  natter  themselves  that  the 
enemy  would  go  away  without  any  further  effects.  But  in 
this  they  found  themselves  much  mistaken ;  for  at  midnight 
of  the  third  of  October,  when  all  the  women  and  children 
were  asleep,  the  French  opened  a  battery  of  nine  mortars,  and 
kept  up  a  very  heavy  bombardment  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
in  which  time  those  who  counted  the  shells  found  that  they 
fired  one  hundred,  which  were  chiefly  directed  to  the  town.  I 
heard  one  of  the  shells  whistle  over  my  quarters,  and  present- 
ly afterwards  I  got  up  and  dressed  myself;  and  as  our  neigh- 
borhood seemed  to  be  in  the  line  of  fire,  I  went  out  with  a 
view  to  go  to  the  eastward,  out  of  the  way ;  but  a  shell  that 
6eemcd  to  be  falling  near  me,  rather  puzzled  me  how  to  keep 
clear  of  it,  and  I  returned  to  the  house  not  a  little  alarmed. 
I  then  proceeded  to  the  westward,  and  then  the  shells  seemed 
to  fall  all  around  ;  there  I  soon  joined  a  number  of  gentlemen 
who  had  left  their  houses  on  account  of  the  bombardment,  and 
like  me,  were  retiring  from  the  line  of  fire  to  Yammacraw; 
here  we  stayed  till  between  one  and  two  in  the  morning,  when 
the  bombardment  ceased.  Fortunately  for  us,  there  was  no 
cannonade  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  night  shells  are  so  dis- 
cernible that  they  are  more  easily  avoided  than  in  the  day. 
Being  indisposed,  I  had  not  slept  a  wink  from  my  going  to 
bed  at  nine  till  the  bombardment  began  at  twelve ;  and  before 
I  returned  again,  it  was  near  three  in  the  morning,  when 
from  fatigue  I  soon  fell  asleep ;  but  at  five  I  was  awakened 
with  a  very  heavy  cannonade  from  a  French  frigate  to  the 
north  of  the  town,  and  with  a  bombardment  and  cannonade 
from  the  French  lines  in  the  south,  which  soon  hurried  me  out 
of  bed ;  and  before  I  could  get  my  clothes  on,  an  eighteen- 
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pounder  entered  the  house,  stuck  in  the  middle  partition,  and 
drove  the  plastering  all  about.  AVc  who  were  in  the  house 
now  found  ourselves  in  a  cross  fire ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
rum  in  the  cellar,  we  thought  it  less  dangerous  to  descend 
there  than  to  continue  in  the  house,  as  the  fall  of  a  shell 
into  the  cellar  was  not  so  probable  as  the  being  killed  in  the 
house  with  a  cannon  ball ;  for  the  cellar  being  under  ground, 
a  6hot  in  its  usual  direction  would  not  reach  us.  The  cellar 
was  60  full  of  rum  and  provisions,  that  Mrs.  Cooper,  the  ne- 
groes, and  myself,  could  hardly  creep  in ;  and  after  we  had 
descended  into  it,  some  shot  struck  the  house,  and  one  passed 
through  the  kitchen,  from  which  the  negroes  had  then  lately 
come  down ;  and  had  they  not  luckily  moved  away,  it  is  prov- 
able that  several  of  them  would  have  been  killed.  'Whilst 
we  were  in  the  cellar,  two  shells  burst  not  far  from  the  door, 
and  many  others  fell  in  the  neighborhood  all  around  us.  In 
this  situation  a  number  of  us  continued  in  a  damp  cellar, 
until  the  cannonade  and  bombardment  almost  ceased,  for  the 
French  to  cool  their  artillery ;  and  then  we  ascended  to  break- 
fast. As  the  cannonade  and  bombardment  were  chiefly  direct- 
ed to  the  town,  no  mischief  was  done  in  the  lines  that  I  heard 
of;  but  a  Mr.  Pollard,  deputy  barrack-master,  was  killed  by  a 
shell  in  that  house  on  the  bav  which  was  formerly  inhabited 
by  Mr.  Moss ;  and  the  daughter  of  one  Thomson  was  almost 
shot  in  two  by  a  cannon  ball,  at  the  house  next  to  where  Mr. 
Elliott  lived.  I  am  told  there  were  other  lives  lost,  but  I  have 
not  heard  the  particulars.  Fortunately  for  us,  after  breakfast 
the  town  adjutant's  wife  and  myself  went  over  to  Captain 
Knowles,  who  is  agent  for  the  transports,  and  to  whose  cellar 
Mr.  Prevost,  the  general's  lady,  and  several  gentlemen  and 
ladies  had  retired  for  security.  This  house  was  directly  oppo- 
site to  my  quarters,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  feet  distant. 
The  general's  lady  and  Captain  Knowles  invited  us  to  stay 
there,  which  invitation  we  accepted,  and  we  continued  in  the 
cellar,  with  several  others,  as  agreeably  as  the  situation  of 
matters  would  admit  of,  until  three  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing. During  the  whole  of  this  time  the  French  kept  up  a 
brisk  cannonade  and  bombardment,  the  shot  frequently  struck 
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near  us,  and  the  shells  fell  on  each  side  of  us  with  so  much 
violence,  that  in  their  fall  they  shook  the  ground,  and  many 
of  them  burst  with  a  great  explosion.    On  Monday  night  we 
heard  a  shot  strike  my  quarters,  and  in  the  morning  we  found 
an  eighteen-pounder  had  entered  the  house  and  fallen  near  the 
head  of  my  negro,  Dick,  who  providentially  received  no  hurt. 
The  guns  seemed  to  approach  on  each  side,  and  about  three 
o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning  a  shell  whistled  close  by  Cap- 
tain KnowW  house.    Soon  afterwards  another  came  nearer, 
and  seemed  to  strike  my  quarters,  and  I  thought  I  heard  the 
cry  of  people  in  distress.    We  all  jumped  up,  and  before  I 
could  dress  myself,  my  quarters  were  so  much  in  flames  that  I 
could  not  venture  further  than  the  door,  for  fear  of  an  explo- 
sion from  the  rum.    George  and  Jemmy  were  over  with  me  in 
Captain  KnowW  cellar;  the  others  were  at  my  quarters. 
George  ran  over  before  me,  and  fortunately  for  me  drew  out 
of  the  flames  the  two  black  trunks  with  some  of  my  apparel, 
&c,  that  I  brought  out  with  me,  and  then  removed  them  over 
to  Captain  KnowW  passage,  which  was  all  the  property  I 
saved,  except  a  little  black  trunk  that  was  put  into  one  of  the 
large  ones  by  accident;  for  I  momently  expected  that  the  ex- 
plosion of  the  rum  would  blow  up  the  house,  and  kill  every 
one  near  it ;  and  as  soon  as  the  French  observed  the  flames, 
they  kept  up  a  very  heavy  cannonade  and  bombardment,  and 
pointed  their  fire  to  that  object  to  prevent  any  person  ap- 
proaching to  extinguish  the  flames.    I  retired  to  Captain 
Knowles1,  where,  in  vain,  I  called  out  for  some  negroes  to 
help  me  to  save  my  two  trunks,  for  I  expected  that  Captain 
KnowW  house,  and  the  commodore's  next  to  it,  would  be  de- 
stroyed.   No  negro  came  to  my  assistance,  and  I  was  informed 
that  mine,  who  slept  at  the  quarters,  being  frightened  at  the 
shell,  had  ran  away ;  but  unfortunately  that  information  was 
not  true.    Being  in  the  direction  of  the  French  fire,  I  was 
every  moment  in  danger  of  being  smashed  to  pieces  with  a 
shell,  or  shot  in  two  with  a  cannon  ball ;  and  as  each  of  the 
trunks  were  too  large  for  me  to  carry  off,  I  thought  it  safest  to 
abandon  them,  and  retire  to  a  place  of  safety,  than  to  run  tlie 
risk  of  losing  my  life  as  well  as  my  property.   I  had  some 
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distance  to  go  before  I  got  out  of  the  line  of  fire,  and  I  did 
not  know  the  way  under  Savannah  Bluff,  where  I  should  have 
been  safe  from  cannon  balls ;  and,  therefore,  whenever  I  came 
to  the  opening  of  a  street,  I  watched  the  flashes  of  the  mortars 
and  guns,  and  pushed  on  until  I  came  under  cover  of  a  house ; 
and  when  I  got  to  the  common,  and  heard  the  whistling  of  a 
shot  or  shell,  I  fell  on  my  face.  But  the  stopping  under  cover 
of  a  house  was  no  security,  for  the  shot  went  through  many 
houses ;  and  Thomson's  daughter  was  killed  at  the  side  opposite 
to  that  where  the  shot  entered.  At  last  I  reached  an  encamp- 
ment made  by  Governor  Wright's  negroes  on  the  common 
between  Savannah  and  Yammacraw,  and  it  being  dark  I 
fell  down  into  a  trench  which  they  had  dug.  I  proposed  to 
stop  at  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Tully ;  but  a  soldier,  who  was  on 
guard  at  the  Hessian  Hospital  at  Yammacraw,  advised  me  to 
go  further  from  the  line  of  fire,  and  conducted  me  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  Moses  Nones,  at  the  west  end  of  Yammacraw, 
which  was  quite  out  of  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 
This  place  was  crowded,  both  inside  and  out,  with  a  number 
of  whites  and  negroes,  who  had  fled  from  the  town.  Women 
and  children  were  constantly  flocking  there,  melting  into  tears, 
and  lamenting  their  unhappy  fate,  and  the  destruction  of  their 
houses  and  property.  Several  of  them  I  helped  out  of  a  chair, 
which  was  immediately  despatched  to  fetch  more  from  the  dan- 
ger they  were  threatened  with.  The  appearance  of  the  town 
afforded  a  melancholy  prospect,  for  there  was  hardly  a  house 
which  had  not  been  shot  through,  and  some  of  them  were 
almost  destroyed.  Ambrose,  Wright,  and  Stnte's,  in  which 
we  lived,  had  upwards  of  fifty  shot  that  went  through  each 
of  them,  as  I  am  informed ;  and  old  Mr.  Habersham's  house, 
in  which  Major  Prevost  lived,  was  almost  destroyed  with  shot 
and  shells.  In  the  streets,  and  on  the  common,  there  was  a 
number  of  large  holes  made  in  the  ground  by  the  shells,  so 
that  it  was  not  without  some  difficulty  the  chair  got  on :  and 
in  the  church,  and  Mr.  Jones'  house,  I  observed  that  the  shells 
came  in  at  the  roof,  and  went  through  to  the  ground ;  and  a 
number  of  other  houses  suffered  by  shells.    The  troops  in  the 

lines  were  much  safer  from  the  bombardment  than  the  people 
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in  town.  Those  who  pitched  marquees  on  the  common  to  the 
south-west  of  the  town,  were  quite  out  of  the  line  of  fire ;  and 
6ome  of  the  militia  officers'  ladies,  and  several  other  women, 
repaired  to  the  lines  for  safety,  and  not  one  of  them  were  hurt. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  went  on  board  the  ships  in  the  river, 
and  others  retired  to  Hutchinson's  island,  opposite  the  town, 
which  you  may  remember  is  a  rice  swamp,  and  very  unwhole- 
some, particularly  in  the  fall.  I  twice  took  a  stroll  to  that  isl- 
and, and  in  Mr.  M'Gillvray's  rice  barn  the  ladies  told  me 
there  were  fifty  men,  women,  and  children.  Other  places 
seemed  to  be  equally  crowded ;  but  neither  the  ships  nor  isl- 
and were  places  of  security,  for  many  shells  fell  into  the 
river,  and  some  into  the  shipping,  and  it  required  only  a 
greater  elevation  of  the  French  mortars  and  more  powder,  to 
throw  the  shells  among  them  on  the  island.  One  of  their  brass 
cannon  threw  a  great  number  of  balls  into  a  point  of  Hutch- 
inson's island  that  lay  next  the  town  ;  besides,  a  descent  on 
the  island  was  expected  from  the  French  frigate  and  galleys 
in  the  back  river ;  and  at  one  time,  some  gun-boats  from  the 
French  ships  landed  there,  but  a  party  of  armed  negroes  drove 
them  off.  In  short,  the  situation  of  Savannah  was  at  one  time 
deplorable.  A  6mall  garrison  in  an  extensive  country  was 
surrounded  on  the  land  by  a  powerful  enemy,  and  its  seacoast 
blocked  up  by  one  of  the  strongest  fleets  that  ever  visited 
America.  There  was  not  a  single  spot  where  the  women  and 
children  could  be  put  in  safety ;  and  the  numerous  desertions 
daily  weakened  that  force  which  was  at  first  inadequate  to 
man  such  extensive  lines;  but  the  situation  of  the  ground 
would  not  permit  the  able  engineer  to  narrow  them.  How- 
ever, with  the  assistance  of  God,  British  valor  surmounted 
every  difficulty,  and  the  siege  has  rendered  famous  a  sickly 
hole,  which  was  in  woods,  and  had  only  one  white  man  in  it 
at  the  time  General  Oglethorpe  landed.  But  insignificant  as 
some  may  think  it,  this  place  is  the  key  of  the  southern  prov- 
inces, and  the  Gibraltar  of  the  Gulf  passage  ;  for  to  the  south 
of  this  province  there  is  not  a  port  on  the  continent  that  will 
receive  a  sloop  of  war.  Most  of  the  houses  in  the  town  had 
banks  of  earth  thrown  up,  and  those  that  had  cellars  secured 
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them  as  well  as  circumstances  would  admit  of.  Captain 
Knowles,  for  the  security  of  the  ladies  in  his  cellar,  had  in 
Borne  places  thrown  up  a  hank  of  sand  on  the  outside,  and  in 
other  places  put  large  casks  filled  with  sand ;  he  also  propped 
up  the  floor  over  the  cellar,  and  put  such  a  quantity  of  sand 
on  it  that  it  was  bomb-proof.  This  worthy  man  and  able 
officer,  had  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels  in  Carolina,  and 
was  on  parole  unexchanged ;  he  therefore  could  not  go  into 
the  batteries,  which  was  a  loss  to  his  Majesty's  service.  To 
add  to  our  misfortunes,  we  heard  during  the  siege  that  the 
Experiment,  Sir  James  Wallace  commander,  was  taken  on 
the  coast  by  the  French  fleet  She  had  money  on  board  to 
pay  the  troops,  a  brigadier-general  for  this  plac6,  and  several 
other  officers.  On  the  seventh  and  eighth  of  October,  at  night, 
the  French  fired  carcases  on  the  town  to  set  it  on  fire ;  but 
by  the  vigilance  of  those  who  were  appointed  by  the  general 
to  act  as  firemen,  only  one  hoifse  was  burnt.  The  enemy  find- 
ing that  their  artillery  did  not  make  such  an  impression  on  the 
town  as  to  bring  about  a  capitulation,  at  half-past  four  on  the 
morning  of  Saturday  the  nineteenth  of  October,  marched  up  in 
columns,  and  attacked  two  redoubts  on  the  west;  but  the 
principal  attack  was  made  on  a  redoubt  built  by  the  spring  near 
the  edge  of  the  road  that  goes  out  to  Mr.  M'Gillvray's  plan- 
tation. The  enemy  showed  themselves  in  parties  all  round  the 
lines,  and  were,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  repulsed  everywhere. 
But  the  principal  slaughter  was  at  the  redoubt  near  the  spring, 
where  their  loss  was  very  great  On  the  side  of  the  British 
troops  only  one  captain  and  seven  men  were  killed.  IIow- 
ever,  I  do  not  mean  to  be  particular  on  this  head,  as  his  excel- 
lency the  general's  account  will  be  exact  and  authentic.  I 
shall  only  observe,  that  some  who  were  taken  prisoners  by  the 
French,  and  afterwards  exchanged,  said  that  the  French  ac- 
knowledged that  they  embarked  twenty-five  hundred  men  less 
than  they  landed.  Even  the  people  at  Charleston  admit  that 
twelve  hundred  French  and  rebels  fell  on  the  ninth.  Amongst 
the  slain  were  Charles  Price,  formerly  prothonotary,  who  was 
killed  in  the  governor's  plantation,  nearly  opposite  his  own 
house ;  young  Baillie  and  John  Jones,  who  formerly  lived  out 
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at  Sunbury,  and  some  others  from  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
whom  you  did  not  know.   The  French  behaved  with  great 
bravery,  and  several  of  them  got  on  the  top  of  the  redoubt ; 
but  they  all  accuse  the  rebels  of  backwardness,  and  the  French 
officers  mentioned  them  in  the  most  contemptible  manner  to  the 
British  officers  that  went  out  with  flags.    TTie  affair  of  the 
ninth  made  such  an  impression  on  the  enemy,  that  their  fire 
was  afterwards  very  6lack,  and  they  were  chiefly  employed  in 
removing  their  cannon  and  stores.   On  the  nineteenth  of  Octo- 
ber, the  French  quitted  their  lines,  on  the  twenty -first  of  the 
same  month  they  embarked,  and  two  or  three  days  ago  the  last 
of  their  ships  quitted  this  port.   You  will  naturally  wish  to 
know  what  the  amount  of  the  forces  were  that  acted  against 
us.    I  have  it  from  good  authority  that  about  forty-five  hun- 
dred men  landed  from  the  French  ships;  and  although  the 
number  of  rebels  is  not  known,  yet  they  are  generally  agreed 
to  have  amounted  to  about  twenty-five  hundred  at  least ; 
some  say  a  greater  number.    The  French  fleet  consisted  of 
twenty-two  sail  of  the  line  and  fourteen  frigates,  as  I  men- 
tioned before,  besides  a  number  of  Carolina  galleys  and  priva- 
teers ;  and  the  French  took  from  us  the  Experiment  of  fifty 
guns,  Sir  James  Wallace  commander,  and  the  Ariel  of  twen- 
ty, commanded  by  Captain  M'Kenzie.    The  British  regulars 
in  the  lines  never  amounted  to  two  thousand  effective  men ; 
the  militia  that  came  in  were  about  three  hundred  and  fifty, 
and  the  sailors  hardly  exceeded  that  number.    Many  who  did 
not  think  so  much  of  religion  before,  now  acknowledge  that 
our  deliverance  was  miraculous,  and  arose  from  the  immediate 
interposition  of  God  in  our  favor.    Had  the  French  marched 
up  to  town  immediately,  or  had  they  prevented  Colonel  Mait- 
land  joining  us  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  I  will 
leave  you  to  judge  what  the  consequences  must  have  been. 
At  first  I  found  numbers  in  despair ;  but  I  did  all  that  I  could 
to  support  those  who  desponded,  and  I  would  not  suffer  the 
language  of  fear  to  pass  my  lips.  Colonel  Maitland  died  on  the 
night  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  the  month,  (October,)  regretted 
by  all  that  knew  him.    The  French  and  Americans  plundered 
the  country  in  the  most  sliameful  manner.    Not  content  with 
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taking  away  provisions  and  stock,  they  even  robbed  poor  people 
of  their  bedding  and  clothes.  Colonel  Mullrync  came  in  before 
the  siege,  as  did  most  of  his  Majesty's  well-affected  subjects  ; 
but  Mrs.  Mullryne  was  at  her  own  house  all  the  time,  and  it 
would  shock  you  to  hear  her  relate  how  basely  the  French 
and  Americans  treated  her.  They  pillaged  the  house  of  every 
thing  but  the  furniture  of  one  room.  Many  of  those  who 
had  taken  the  oaths  to  government  after  Colonel  Campbell's 
arrival,  and  had  obtained  his  Majesty's  protection,  thought  the 
French  and  rebels  were  so  sure  of  taking  the  town,  that  they 
joined  them.  Several  of  these  false  brethren  arc  now  in  jail." 1 

The  following  are  some  of  the  reasons  that  have  been  as- 
signed why  the  assault  on  Savannah  did  not  succeed,  viz. : 

First.  The  enemy  had  a  much  more  numerous  garrison 
than  had  been  represented,  being  said  to  consist ReMonBofthoIv. 
of  about  seventeen  hundred  effective  regulars,  and  **  •* 
a  great  number  of  sailors,  marines,  militia,  armed  blacks,  &c. 

Secondly.  Their  having  the  advantage  of  the  presence,  skill, 
and  activity  of  Colonel  Maitland  ;  who,  while  the  American 
army  were  obliged  to  wait  for  the  bringing  up  proper  cannon 
and  mortars  from  the  fleet,  (which  took  up  many  days,  and  was 
attended  with  inconceivable  difficulties  on  account  of  the  dis- 
tance of  the  shipping  and  a  series  of  tempestuous  weather,) 
was  night  and  day  incessantly  engaged  in  adding  to  the 
strength  and  number  of  the  works,  upon  which  it  is  said  he 
employed  upwards  of  two  hundred  negroes. 

Thirdly.  The  enemy  having  by  some  means  or  other  dis- 
covered the  approach  of  the  American  columns  a  full  hour  be- 
fore it  was  possible  for  them  to  reach  their  respective  stations, 
by  which  they  had  an  opportunity  of  pouring  upon  their  re- 
spective assailants  such  a  heavy  and  incessant  front,  flank,  and 
cross  fire,  as  no  troops  whatever  could  have  sustained  without 
being  disordered,  and  occasioned  the  order  for  discontinuing  the 
assault,  even  while  the  brave  French  troops  had  gained  one  of 
the  enemy's  works,  and  ours,  as  brave  troops,  another." 

1  Upcott,  r.  335.  '  New  York  Journal,  December  20. 
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Colonel  Delanoet  told  a  good  story  last  night  at  Panton's, 
of  General  Robertson  and  the  commander-in-chief's  cook.  It 
General  Roheruon  *8  we^  known  that  the  general  is  almost  too  fond 
ud  the  coot  0f  t|le  table,  and  he  especially  feels  his  failing  at 
this  time,  -when  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  any  fresh 
provisions. 

One  morning  the  general,  in  a  fit  of  despair  at  seeing 
nothing  but  salt  codfish  for  breakfast,  offered  a  premium  to 
any  one  who  would  vary  the  style  of  serving  it ;  and  a  fresh 
premium  for  every  new  6tyle.  This  reached  the  ears  of  General 
Clinton's  cook,  who  produced  for  dinner,  as  the  first  variation, 
cod  au  codling.  "With  this  the  general  was  delighted,  and  he 
ordered  a  brimming  premium  to  the  cook.  At  supper  the  cod 
appeared  in  another  style  equally  palatable,  and  the  cook  was 
rewarded  with  a  still  higher  premium.  This  was  succeeded  by 
another,  and  still  another  6tyle,  until  the  old  general,  in  another 
kind  of  despair,  ordered  a  servant  to  tell  the  .cuieinier  that  if 
he  made  another  variation  with  codfish  he  should  be  hanged, 
as  a  few  more  styles  would  render  him  bankrupt.1 

October  26. — Last  evening  the  invincible  troops  of  Brit- 
ain, having  evacuated  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island,  embarked 

British  KrMm»te  on  board  the  transports  which  lay  ready  to  receive 
ii.wj.ort,  il  l  t]iem  .  an(j  goon  after  the  whole  fleet  sailed,  it  is 
said,  to  New  York,  to  assist  in  defending  that  last  asylum  of 
British  tyranny  in  the  thirteen  United  States.  The  American 
troops  took  possession  of  the  town  this  morning.  It  being 
evident  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ordered  that  motion,  it  will  not 
be  in  the  power  of  his  rivals  to  rob  him  of  the  title  of  Moon- 
shine General^  to  which  his  celebrated  retreat  from  Philadel- 

1  Elliot  Manuscript.  This  anecdote  is  very  similar  to  the  following: — The 
Earl  of  Southampton,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  was  the  pattern  of  learning. 
Spenser,  who,  like  other  poets,  was  very  poor,  carried  his  Faerie  Quccnc  to  his  lord- 
ship's house  and  sent  it  up  stairs  by  the  steward.  When  the  Earl  had  read  two 
stanzas,  he  said,  "  Give  that  man  twenty  pounds."  Having  read  it  a  little  farther 
he  said,  "  Give  him  twenty  pounds  more ; "  then  proceeding  ho  said,  "  Give  him 
another  ten  pounds ;  "  and  at  length,  14  Turn  that  fellow  out  of  the  house,  for  if  I 
give  aa  he  writes,  I  shall  give  away  all  my  patrimony. "—RivingtorCt  Gazette, 
December  20,  1778. 
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phia  through  the  Jerseys,  has  already  given  him  the  fairest 
pretensions. 

It  is  reported  that  several  officers  entreated  their  general  to 
delay  the  evacuation  till  to-day,  that  the  epoch  of  their  King's 
accession  to  the  throne  might  not  be  disgraced  by  the  evacua- 
tion of  one  of  his  most  important  posts  in  America.  But  old 
Silver  Pipe,  desirous  as  he  was  to  gratify  their  sensibility, 
thought  that  his  situation  could  not  excuse  such  condescension 
were  he  ever  reduced  to  justify  it  before  a  court-martial. 

The  enemy  have  left  at  Rhode  Island  a  large  quantity  of 
forage  and  fuel,  with  a  number  of  horses,  &c.  The  barracks 
at  Brenton's  Point  (where  they  embarked)  are  burnt ;  but  the 
others,  with  some  works  in  and  near  the  town,  are  left  in  good 
order.1 

October  27. — Yesterday  morning,  about  two  o'clock,  the 
Queen's  rangers,  with  the  cavalry  belonging  to  that  regiment, 
and  ten  light  horse  under  the  command  of  Cap-^  ^^New 
tain  Stewart,  who  are  stationed  on  Staten 
and,  landed  at  Amboy,  in  Jersey,  and  proceeded  as  far  as 
Bonamtown,  when  the  foot  returned  to  Amboy,  and  the  cav- 
alry, amounting  to  seventy,  commanded  by  Colonel  Simcoe, 
advanced  to  Bound  Brook,  where  they  destroyed  eighteen 
large  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  some  stores.    They  then  pro- 

1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  November  9.  An  officer  in  Colonel  Jackson's  regi- 
ment, in  writing  of  this  event,  says :— "  At  last  the  heroic  plunderers  of  the  amia- 
ble prince  of  Great  Britain  hare  left  ono  of  their  most  important  posts  in  America, 
and  joined  their  brave  associates  in  every  thing  detestable  at  New  York.  But  be 
it  spoken  to  the  honor  of  Mr.  Pre  scot,  before  he  left  the  town  he  forbade  its  being 
plundered.  Tommony  Fort  is  left  complete  in  every  particular.  How  completely 
wretched  is  the  situation  of  those  poor  despicable  Tory  animals,  who  hare  been 
so  long  and  so  ardently  wishing  for  the  subjection  of  their  country,  and  who  are 
now  deserted  by  their  protectors,  and  obliged  to  fling  themselves  on  the  mercy  of 
their  injured  country.  But  there  is  this  reflection  for  their  comfort,  that  let  their 
sufferings  be  what  they  may,  they  will  not  be  greater  than  the  poor  dogs  deserve."  * 
-—New  Hampshire  Gazette,  November  9. 

*  Joseph  Wanton,  Esq.,  finding  the  Britons  were  ebont  to  evacuate  Newport,  loaded  a 

vcm«1  with  bis  efforts,  In  order  to  take  his  departure  with  them,  bnt  the  master  being  on  shore, 
and  the  mate  perceiving  a  fair  gale  for  patting  off  slipped  oat  of  the  harbor,  and  Instead  of  taking 
the  destined  ©ourno,  carried  the  veaeel  and  iu  effects  to  Providence,  where  they  were  very 
cheerfully  received.— tfwo  York  Journal,  November  8. 
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ceeded  to  Somerset  court  house,  twenty-eight  miles  from  Am- 
hoy,  released  the  loyalists  confined,  6et  fire  to  it,  and  destroyed 
a  large  quantity  of  forage  and  stores,  collected  for  Mr.  Wash- 
ington's army. 

On  their  return,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Raritan,  within 
two  miles  of  Brunswick,  in  a  piece  of  woods,  they  were  fired 
upon  by  a  large  body  of  rebels  who  lay  in  ambush.  The  cav- 
alry immediately  charged  and  dispersed  the  rebels  ;  but  Colo- 
nel Simcoe  having,  in  the  charge,  his  horse  shot  under  him,  in 
the  fall  received  a  bruise  winch  stunned  him,  and  his  gallant 
party,  thinking  him  killed,  left  him  on  the  field,  approached 
to  Brunswick,  and  on  the  hill  near  the  barracks  they  discov- 
ered one  hundred  and  seventy  rebels  drawn  up  to  receive  them- 
These  were  also  immediately  charged  and  defeated,  with  great 
slaughter.  Among  the  killed,  we  are  informed,  was  a  rebel 
major  named  Edgar,  a  Captain  Voorhies,  and  another  captain, 
besides  many  other  officers.  The  party  then  proceeded  on  the 
road  towards  South  Amboy ;  and  several  miles  from  Bruns- 
wick they  joined  the  foot,  who  had  passed  over  to  South  Am- 
boy. In  this  excursion  near  thirty  prisoners  were  taken.  The 
whole  loss  sustained  by  the  enterprise,  is  one  man  killed  and 
four  taken,  besides  the  brave  Colonel  Simcoe,  who,  we  hear,  is 
now  a  prisoner  at  Brunswick.1 

Another  account  of  this  enterprise  is  given  by  an  officer 
who  belonged  to  Simcoe's  party,  as  follows : — "  Twenty-two 
men,  of  the  Buck's  light  dragoons,  forty-six  of  the  ranger 
hussars,  and  a  few  others  as  guides,  landed  at  Perth  Amboy 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  October,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simcoe.  "We  immediately  pro- 
ceeded through  Quibbletown,  and  early  arrived  at  Mr.  "Wash- 
ington's grand  camp,  with  an  intent,  if  the  colonel  thought  it 
an  object,  to  destroy  the  huts ;  but  were  informed  they  had 
been  sold  to  the  inhabitants,  some  of  which  upon  the  right  of 
the  line  had  beon  pulled  down ;  the  remainder  the  colonel 
thought  proper  to  leave  standing,  "We  then  pursued  our  route 
to  Raritan,  in  the  way  to  which  the  Buck's  troops  surrounded 

1  New  York  Gazette,  NoTember  1. 
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the  house  of  Mr.Vanhorne,  made  prisoners  one  captain,  one  lieu 
tenant,  and  another  person,  who  signed  their  paroles  of  honor. 
We  then  continued  our  march  to  Raritan,  where  we  completely 
burned  and  destroyed  eighteen  large  boats  on  travelling  car- 
riages, one  ammunition  wagon,  and  a  quantity  of  forage  and 
some  stores.  Wo  there  received  a  single  shot  from  a  distant 
hill.  After  this  work  was  completed,  we  crossed  to  Somerset, 
released  two  British  prisoners,  and  consumed  the  court  house 
by  lire.  On  our  retreat  from  Somerset  to  Brunswick,  the  reb- 
els were  discovered  in  a  wood  upon  our  right  flank  ;  upon  our 
left  a  strong  rail  fence.  The  wood  was  so  thick  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  charge  the  enemy.  We  pushed  through  their  line 
of  tire  in  open  files,  at  which  time  Colonel  Simcoe's  horse  was 
killed,  and  himself  much  hurt  by  the  fall.  The  command  then 
devolv  ed  on  Captain  Sandford,  of  the  Buck's  troop,  who,  as 
soon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  colonel's  misfortune,  collected 
about  twenty  dragoons,  with  which  he  entered  the  wood,  but 
found  it  impossible  (owing  to  its  thickness)  to  act  to  advantage 
against  the  rebels.  Indeed,  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  at  that 
time,  that  the  colonel  was  killed.  Captain  Sandford  then  or- 
dered a  retreat  towards  Brunswick,  the  mounted  rebels  in  his 
rear  increasing  apace.  Upon  the  plains  behind  Brunswick, 
we  found  ourselves  in  a  critical  situation — infantry  in  our  front, 
formed  upon  the  very  road  we  were  obliged  to  pass,  popping 
shots  from  both  flanks,  and  the  mounted  men  pressing  upon 
our  rear.  In  this  situation  we  had  but  one  resource,  which  was 
to  cut  our  way  through  them  if  they  kept  their  ground  in 
front ;  this  would  have  been  dangerous  with  their  mounted 
men  in  our  rear.  Captain  Sandford,  after  drawing  them  in 
the  rear  across  a  ravine,  faced  about  the  squadron  and  charged 
them  with  success :  killed  a  Captain  Voorhies,  and  some  oth- 
ers, wounded  and  took  the  noted  rebel  Hampton  prisoner. 
After  forming,  we  advanced  towards  the  infantry  in  front,  who 
took  to  the  woods,  in  passing  which  we  must  have  suffered 
much ;  in  order  to  avoid  this,  Captain  Sandford  inclined  the 
squadron  to  the  left,  as  if  going  through  Brunswick.  To  pre- 
vent our  retreat  that  way,  the  rebels  in  front  pushed  to  their 
right.    We  took  the  advantage,  and  with  a  smart  gallop  gained 
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the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  passed  them  without  receiving 
a  single  shot ;  after  which  we  continued  our  retreat  to  South 
River.  In  our  way,  we  fell  in  with  small  parties,  which  we  • 
either  killed  or  made  prisoners.  A  number  of  rebels  had  been 
purposely  despatched  to  break  up  the  bridge  at  South  River, 
which  would  have  completely  cut  off  our  retreat ;  but  fortu- 
nately, the  infantry  of  the  rangers  having  got  timely  posses- 
sion of  that  pass,  we  reached  South  River  before  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  "We  did  not  march  less  than  seventy  miles 
through  this  rebellious  province  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  Col- 
onel Simcoe's  misfortune,  our  loss  would  not  be  worth  men- 
tioning. The  loss  of  the  colonel,  who  was  by  all  supposed  to 
be  dead,  inspired  the  two  troops  with  additional  courage ; 
and  to  revenge  this  misfortune,  no  force  the  rebels  could 
have  sent  against  us,  but  would  have  been  bravely  charged 
by  them." 1 

THE  CONGRATULATION. 

Dti  boni,  bonl  quid  porto  ?— Txusca. 

Joy  to  great  Con  grew,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolera  are  themselves  cajol'd ; 

In  Tain  has  's '  artifice  been  tried, 

And  Louis  swell'd  with  treachery  and  pride, 
Who  reigns  supreme  in  heav'n  deception  spurns, 
And  on  the  author's  head  his  mischief  turns ; 
What  pains  were  taken  to  procure  D'Estaing, 
His  fleet's  dispersed,  and  Congress  may  go  hang. 

Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold. 
The  grand  cajolers  are  themselves  cajol'd ; 
Heaven's  King  sends  forth  the  hurricane,  and  strips ' 
Of  all  their  glory  the  perfidious  ships. 
His  ministers  of  wrath  the  storm  direct, 
Nor  can  the  prince  of  air  his  French  protect 
St.  George,  St.  David  show'd  themselves  true  hearts, 
Saint  Andrew  and  St.  Patrick  topp'd  their  parts; 
With  right  Eolian  puffs  the  winds  they  blew, 
Crack  went  the  masts,  the  sails  to  shivers  flew  ; 
Such  honest  saints  shall  never  be  forgot, 
Saint  Denis,  and  Saint  Tammany,  go  rot. 

1  RIvington'a  Gazette,  November  8. 

*  Supposed  to  allude  to  Dr.  Franklin's  services  at  the  Court  of  France. 
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Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolers  are  themselves  cajol'd ; 
Old  8atan  holds  a  coudcU  in  mid-air, 
Hear  the  black  dragon  furious  rage  and  swear; 
Are  these  the  triumphs  of  my  Gallic  friends  ? 
How  will  you  ward  this  blow,  my  trusty  fieuds? 
What  remedy  for  this  unlucky  job  t 
What  art  shall  raise  the  spirits  of  the  mob? 
Fly  swift,  ye  sure  supporters  of  my  realm, 
Fer  this  ill  news  the  rebels  overwhelm, 
Invent,  say  any  thing  to  make  them  road ; 

Tell  them  the  King  No,  dev'ls  are  not  so  bad  ; 

The  dogs  of  Congress  at  the  King  let  loose, 
But  ye,  brave  dev'ls,  avoid  such  mean  abuse. 

Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolers  arc  themselves  cajol'd ; 
What  thinks  Sir  Washington  of  this  mischance, 
Blames  he  not  those  who  put  their  trust  in  France  f 
A  broken  reed  comes  pat  into  his  mind, 
Egypt  and  France  by  rushes  are  defined. 
Barest  of  kingdoms  underneath  the  skies, 
Kingdoms  that  could  not  profit  their  allies, 
How  could  the  tempest  play  him  such  a  prank? 
Blank  is  his  prospect,  and  his  visage  blank. 
Why  from  West  Point  his  armies  has  he  brought  t 
Can  nought  be  done  ? — sore  sight*  he  at  the  thought, 
Back  to  his  mountains  Washington  may  trot, 
lie  take  this  city  ' — yes,  when  ice  is  hot. 

Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolers  are  themselves  cajol'd ; 
Ah,  poor  militia  of  the  Jersey  Stute, 
Your  hopes  are  bootless,  you  are  come  too  late  ; 
Your  four  hours'  plunder  of  New  York  is  fled, 
And  grievous  hunger  haunts  you  in  its  stead ; 
Sorrow  and  sighing  seize  the  Yankee  race, 
When  the  brave  Briton  looks  them  in  the  face. 
The  brawny  Hessian,  the  bold  refugee, 
Appear  in  arms,  and  lo !  the  rebels  flee, 
Each  in  his  bowels  griping  spankue  feels. 
Each  drops  his  haversack,  and  trusts  his  heels, 
Scamp'ring  and  scouring  on  the  fields  they  run, 
And  here  you  find  a  sword,  and  there  a  gun. 

1  It  was  rum  -jred  in  New  York  a  short  time  previous  to  the  publication  of  this 
poem,  that  General  Washington  meditated  an  attack  upon  that  city. — Sec  Hiving-  • 
torit  Oazetlc  and  Garnet  Mercury. 
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Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolers  are  themselves  cajol'd ; 
The  doleful  tidings  Philadelphia  reach, 
And  Duffield  '  cries,— the  wicked  make  a  breach  \ 
If  embers  of  Congress  in  confusion  meet. 
And  with  pale  countenance  each  other  greet. 
No  comfort,  brother  ?  brother,  none  at  all, 
Fall'n  is  our  tow'r,  yea  brok'n  down  our  wall ; 
Oh,  brother,  things  are  at  a  dreadful  pass. 
Brother,  we  sinn'd  in  going  to  the  mass.* 
The  Lord  who  taught  our  fingers  how  to  fight, 
For  this  denied  to  curb  the  tempest's  might, 
Our  paper  coin  reftis'd  for  flour  we  see, 
And  lawyers  will  not  take  it  for  a  fee. 


Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolers  arc  themselves  cajol'd ; 
What  caus'd  the  French  from  Parker's  fleet  to  steal? 
They  wanted  thirty  thousand  casks  of  meal. 
Where  are  they  now?  can  mortal  man  reply? 
Who  finds  them  out  must  have  a  lynx's  eye ; 
Some  place  them  in  the  ports  of  Chesapeake, 
Others  account  them  bound  to  Martinique ; 
Some  think  to  Boston  they  intend  to  go, 
And  some  suppose  them  in  the  deep  below. 
One  thing  is  certain,  be  they  where  they  will, 
They  keep  their  triumphs  most  exceeding  still, 
They  have  not  even  Pantagruel's  luck, 
Who  conqucr'd  two  old  women  and  a  duck. 


Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolers  are  themselves  cajol'd ; 
How  long  shall  the  deluded  people  look 
For  the  French  squadron  moor'd  at  Sandy  Hook} 
Of  all  their  hopes  the  comfort  and  the  stay. 
This  vile  deceit  at  length  must  pass  away. 
What  imposition  can  be  thought  on  next, 
To  cheer  their  partisans  with  doubts  perplex'd, 
Dollars  on  dollars  heap'd  up  to  the  Bkies, 
Their  value  sinks  the  more  the  more  they  rise; 


1  George  Duffield,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  In  Philadel- 
phia. In  the  struggle  with  Great  Britain  he  was  an  early  and  zealous  friend  of  the 
colonies.    He  was  born  in  October,  1732,  and  died  on  the  2d  of  February,  11 'JO. 

•  An  allusion  to  the  celebration  of  the  4th  of  July  at  the  Catholic  Church. 
Sec  page  178,  ante. 
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Bank  notes  or  bankrupts  struck  without  a  fund, 
Puff'd  Tor  a  season,  will  at  last  be  shunn'd ; 
Call  forth  invention,  je  renown' d  in  guile, 
New  falsehoods  frame  in  matter  and  in  style  ; 
Send  some  enormous  fiction  to  the  press, 
Again  prepare  the  circular  address, 
With  lies,  with  nonsense  keep  the  people  drunk. 
For  should  they  once  reflect,  your  pow'r  is  sunk. 

Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolers  are  themselves  cajol'd, 
The  farce  of  empire  will  be  finish'd  Boon, 
And  each  mock  monarch  dwindle  to  a  loon ; 
Mock  money  and  mock  States  shall  melt  away, 
And  the  mock  troops  disband  for  want  of  pay. 
E'en  now  decisive  ruin  is  prepar'd, 
E'en  now  the  heart  of  Huntington  is  scar'd.1 
Seen  or  unseen,  above,  on  earth,  below, 
All  things  conspire  to  give  the  final  blow; 
Heav'n  has  ten  thousand  thunderbolts  to  dart. 
From  hell  ten  thousand  livid  flumes  will  start, 
Myriads  of  swords  are  ready  for  the  field, 
Myriads  of  lurking  daggers  are  conceal'd, 
In  injur'd  bosoms  dark  revenge  is  nurs'd. 
Yet  but  a  moment  and  the  storm  shall  burst. 

Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolers  are  themselves  cajol'd ; 
Now  war  suspended  by  the  scorching  heat, 
Springs  from  his  tent,  and  shines  in  arms  complete ; 
Now  sickness  that  of  late  made  heroes  pale, 
Flies  from  the  keenness  of  the  northern  gale; 
Firmness  and  enterprise  united  wait 
The  last  command,  to  strike  the  stroke  of  fate  ; 
Now  Boston  trembles,  Carolina  quakes, 
And  Philadelphia  to  the  centre  shakes; 
There  is,  whose  councils  the  just  moment  scan, 
Whose  wisdom  meditates  the  mighty  plan, 
He  when  the  season  is  mature  shall  speak, 
(All  heav'n  shall  plaud  him,  and  all  hell  ohall  shriek,) 
At  his  dread  fiat  tumult  shall  retire, 
Abhor'd  rebellion  sicken  and  expire, 
The  fall  of  Congress  prove  the  world's  relief, 
And  deathless  glory  crown  the  godlike  chief." 

1  Governor  Samuel  Huntington,  of  Connecticut,  at  this  time  the  president  of 
the  Congress.  »  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
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Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolers  arc  themselves  cajol'd  ; 
What  now  is  left  of  Continental  brags  ? 
Taxes  unpaid,  though  payable  in  rags. 
What  now  remains  of  Continental  force  ? 
Battalions  mould'ring,  waste  without  resource. 
What  rests  there  yet  of  Continental  sway  ? 
A  ruin'd  people  ripe  to  disobey; 
Hate  now  of  men,  and  soon  to  be  the  jest, 
Such  is  your  state,  ye  monsters  of  the  West. 
Yet  must  on  every  face  a  smile  be  worn, 
WhiUt  every  breast  with  agony  is  torn  ; 
Hopeless  yourselves,  yet  hope  you  must  impart, 
And  comfort  others  with  an  aching  heart. 
Ill  fitted  they,  who  lost  at  home,  must  boast 
Of  help  expected  from  a  foreign  coast; 
now  wretched  is  their  lot  to  France  and  Spain, 
Who  look  for  succor,  but  who  look  in  vain. 

Joy  to  great  Congress,  joy  an  hundred  fold, 
The  grand  cajolers  are  themselves  cajol'd ; 
Courage,  my  boys,  dismiss  your  chilling  fears, 
Attend  to  me,  Til  put  you  in  your  gears. 
Come,  I'll  instruct  you  how  to  advertise 
Your  missing  friends,  your  hide  and  seek  allies: 
0  tks! — If  any  man  alive  will  bring 
News  of  the  squadron  of  the  Christian  King; 
If  any  man  will  find  out  Count  D'Estaing, 
With  whose  scrub  actions  both  the  Indie*  rang; 
If  any  man  will  ascertain  on  oath, 
What  is  become  of  Monsieur  de  la  Hothe ; 1 
Whoever  these  important  points  explains, 
Congress  will  nobly  pay  him  for  hi*  paint, 
Of  pewter  dollars  what  both  hands  can  hold ; 
A  thimble  full  of  plate,  a  mite  of  gold ; 
The  lands  of  some  big  Tory  he  shall  get, 
And  strut  a  famous  col'nel  en  brevet. 
And  last  to  honor  hirn,  (we  scorn  to  bribe,) 
We'll  make  him  chief  of  the  Oneida  tribe.' 


November  4. — A  writer  in  the  New  York  Packet  of  tin's 
'date,  offers  the  following  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  : —  A<W|W-to 
"Although  your  military  track  in  America  is  °'Mrml CUnton- 
marked  with  a  variety  of  misfortunes,  yet  is  it  no  less  worthy 

1  A  commander  of  the  French  fleet.      »  BivingWs  Gazette,  Nov.  6,  1779. 
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of  panegyric  than  that  of  your  predecessors.  Like  them,  you 
have  adventured  your  character  in  the  execution  of  desultory 
objects  ;  but  like  them,  you  may  not  return  to  reap  the  rewards 
of  your  labors. 

"  I  will  presume  that  your  cabinet,  after  four  years'  projec- 
tion, had  conceived  the  idea  of  reducing  the  States  by  the  cap- 
ture of  West  Point ;  or,  if  this  could  not  be  established,  had 
directed  the  establishment  of  a  post  in  its  vicinity.  Could 
these  sages  have  given  you  force  and  wisdom  to  have  captured, 
with  "West  Point,  the  American  army,  it  would  perhaps  have 
been  doing  something  effectual  towards  their  project.  But  the 
reduction  and  occupancy  of  this  post  on  any  other  condition, 
was  a  mere  sound  ;  a  rattle,  like  all  other  rattles,  only  calcu- 
lated to  please  for  the  moment. 

"  Had  you  arrived  at  AVest  Point  before  General  Washing- 
ton could  have  reached  it  from  Middlcbrook,  (which  you  might 
have  done  without  a  possibility  of  interruption,  from  your 
commanding  the  water,)  and  carried  the  post  by  storm,  it 
must  have  been  at  the  expense  of  all  further  operations,  and 
at  the  certain  risk  of  being  besieged  by  the  American  army. 
Had  you  invested  the  place,  General  Washington  would 
alone,  with  his  forces,  have  been  sufficient  to  have  raised  the 
siege,  and  you  might  have  lost  your  heavy  cannon  and  stores, 
if  not  the  greatest  part  of  your  army ;  or,  had  you  carried  it 
without  any  material  loss,  still  the  object  of  the  ministry  would 
have  been  defeated.  A  new  fort  would  have  instantly  ap- 
peared on  the  Hudson,  capable  of  insulting  West  Point,  and 
of  rendering  its  supposed  advantages  nugatory  and  ridiculous. 

"  Your  orders  arrived,  and  you  received  them  with  all  the 
complacency  of  accustomed  submission.  The  caution,  how- 
ever, with  which  you  moved  towards  an  object  considered  as 
the  most  capital  in  America,  at  least  does  credit  to  your  pru- 
dence. You  approached  within  nine  miles  of  West  Point,  and 
halted  before  a  small  work  at  King's  Ferry  that  could  neither 
disturb  the  passage  of  your  shipping,  nor  give  obstruction  to 
the  progress  of  your  army.  Its  design  was  merely  to  give  a 
show  of  cover  to  the  ferry  way,  and  prevent  the  piracies  of  your 
picaroons. 
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«  Sir  William  Howe  could  not  have  invested  this  insig- 
nificant place  with  more  unmeaning  formality.  No  display 
of  ostentatious  arrangements  was  overlooked  on  this  occasion; 
and  Mr.  Andre,  your  aid,  as  if  in  compliance  with  the  taste 
of  his  general,  signed  a  capitulation,  in  all  the  pomp  of  a  vain- 
glorious solemnity,  on  the  very  edge  of  the  glacis,  which  he 
had  gained  under  cover  of  a  flag. 

"  What,  Sir  Henry,  could  you  intend  by  this  farce  ?  What 
excuse  will  a  person  of  Mr.  Andre's  reputed  sense  find  for  this 
parade  3  Was  it  that  you  were  obliged  to  do  something  in 
order  to  avoid  the  scandal  of  doing  nothing  ?  If  you  meant 
to  astonish  all  Europe,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  intention  has 
been  answered.  The  capture  of  fifty  men  after  a  foolish  vari- 
ety of  movements,  and  under  a  vain  pomp  of  capitulation, 
must  appear  to  all  the  world  a  strange  effort  towards  the  re- 
duction of  America — but  a  poor  recompense  for  the  millions 
voted  by  Parliament,  which  you  have  cheerfully  expended  for 
this  single  purpose. 

"  When  you  established  your  garrison  on  each  side  the 
ferry,  and  improved  Stony  Point  till  it  acquired,  in  the  lan- 
guage peculiar  to  your  nation,  the  title  of  the  American  Gib- 
raltar, what  was  the  good  it  comprehended  ?  It  did  not  inter- 
rupt the  provisions  for  the  army  of  your  enemy — their  wagons 
came  and  returned  as  usual.  A  few  dragoons  and  a  company 
or  two  of  light  troops  under  Major  Lee,  circumscribed  you  to 
the  lines  you  had  erected  ;  and  the  country  between  Ilaver- 
straw  and  Powle's  Hook  afforded  its  usual  supplies.  Thus 
your  enemy  experienced  no  injury,  and  you  felt  a  thousand 
inconveniences  from  your  new  situation. 

"It  is  a  maxim  in  Rochefoucauld,  *  that  fortune  turns  every 
thing  to  the  advantage  of  her  favorites.'  By  this  rule  it  would 
seem  that  neither  you  nor  your  nation  are  within  her  patron- 
age, for  the  business  of  both,  since  the  beginning  of  this  happy 
contest,  has  been  constantly  going  backwards.  Nay,  as  if  she 
had  placed  you  at  the  extremity  of  her  malice,  she  has  even 
made  the  blunders  of  your  directors  serve  as  the  steps  to  your 
ruin  ;  and  to  complete  the  catalogue  of  your  evils,  she  haunts 
your  bewildered  imagination  with  the  fate  of  Burgoync. 
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11  IIow  often,  Sir  Harry,  in  your  affairs,  has  the  song  of  the 
morning  been  closed  with  the  evening  tear  !  You  had  Bcarce 
finished  your  despatches,  which  were  to  flatter  the  hopes  of 
an  all-expecting  ministry,  when  Stony  Point  was  stormed  and 
carried  at  the  bayonet  by  a  body  of  troops  but  little  superior 
in  numbers  to  its  garrison. 

"  In  your  account  of  this  event  (which  holds  so  small  a  cor- 
ner in  the  Gazette,  as  if  wishing  to  escape  the  public  eye,) 
have  you  told  your  nation  that  the  American  soldiery,  in  the 
full  career  of  their  ardor,  exhibited  a  compassion  and  magna- 
nimity of  which  the  practice  of  their  army  had  not  afforded  one 
single  solitary  proof? 

I1  As  this  place  was  of  small  moment  to  the  States,  when 
your  stores  and  prisoners  were  safely  lodged  you  were  permit- 
ted to  re-possess  it  without  opposition.  The  only  circumstance 
that  could  have  added  to  the  entertainment  of  a  re-possession, 
you  happily  adopted.  You  landed  your  disgusted  troops  under 
a  furious  waste  of  ammunition,  directed  from  your  shipping  at 
both  flanks  of  the  rock,  while  the  enemy  at  several  miles'  dis- 
tance, were  enjoying  their  victory,  and  laughing  at  such  a 
profusion  of  folly.  Was  it,  Sir  Harry,  to  soothe  the  short- 
sighted sagacity  of  a  deluded  people  that  you  again  attempted 
to  hold  what  you  had  so  ostentatiously  acquired  and  so  de- 
gradinglv  lost  ?  or  because  the  ministerial  mist  was  not  to  be 
too  rudely  dissipated,  that  you  were  obliged  to  re-occupy  a  few 
acres  of  unprofitable  rock  ? 

"  But  scarce  had  you  announced  the  second  solemnity  of 
re-possessing  Stony  Point,  when  the  ministry  were  compelled 
to  shed  fresh  tears  over  the  surprise  of  Powlc's  Hook. 

"  The  situation  of  this  post  gave  it  every  possible  security, 
and  yon  might  have  laughed  over  the  midnight  bottle  without 
imputation  of  folly.  Formed  on  a  peninsula,  within  protection 
of  your  shipping,  and  the  instant  support  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  the  approach  hazardous  in  its  nature,  and  rendered  still 
more  so  by  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  least  movement  of 
vour  enemv  from  the  knowledge  of  your  emissaries  that  were 
scattered  for  that  purpose  in  your  neighborhood.  The  retreat 
was  equally  dangerous,  being  conducted  along  several  miles  of 
49 
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your  flanks,  and  liable  at  every  step  to  intersection.  All  these 
obstacles  were  surmounted,  and  another  ray  plucked  from  that 
star  whose  lustre  is  nearly  extinguished. 

"  Did  the  tale  end  here,  you  might  have  solaced  yourself  in 
the  full  security  of  reward.  But  the  strength  of  your  army 
was  to  be  worn  down  in  forming  new  works  on  both  sides  of 
King's  Ferry,  and  the  health  of  your  troops  wasted  in  nightly 
watchings  to  guard  against  a  surprise,  and  to  add  to  the  tri- 
umph of  your  enemy  by  their  evacuation. 

"  How  shall  we  account  for  this  change  in  your  conduct  ? 
Was  it  the  new  fascines  which  were  ordered  to  be  cut,  and  Gen- 
eral Wayne's  taking  post  on  Ilaverstraw  Heights,  within  five 
miles  of  your  principal  fortress,  the  bringing  of  a  few  boats 
down  the  North  River,  and  the  armies  on  each  side  of  the  ferry 
under  Lord  Stirling  and  General  Howe,  drawing  nearer  your 
works,  that  forced  you  from  a  place  without  making  the  small- 
est resistance  ?  It  is,  however,  a  just  punishment,  that  what 
was  occupied  from  folly  should  be  evacuated  through  fear. 
How  will  you  explain  to  the  ministry  the  mystery  of  your 
campaign  ;  and  how  will  they  explain  to  the  people  its  laby- 
rinth of  absurdities  ?  How  will  they  make  it  appear  that  it 
was  proper  to  do  one  day  what  was  improper  the  next — that 
to  conquer  America  it  was  necessary  to  disgrace  their  arms — 
that  to  hold  King's  Ferry  was  right,  and  that  to  hold  King's 
Ferry  was  wrong  ?  That  it  was  expedient,  and  founded  upon 
true  English  policy,  to  expend  several  millions  of  money  to 
bring  an  army  up  the  North  River  and  take  only  a  part  of  it 
back  again,  after  having  lost  in  prisoners,  and  by  deaths,  and 
desertions,  a  tenth  of  the  whole ! 

"  Alas,  Sir  Harry  !  in  aiming  at  a  campaign,  you  have  ren- 
dered yourself  ridiculous  to  the  world.  They  will  suppose 
that  you  wanted  either  means  or  capacity  ;  or  that,  possessing 
these,  you  mistook  your  enemy  and  ventured  against  your 
superior  in  both.  The  momentary  hopes  you  had  raised,  like 
the  fugitive  gleams  of  a  winter's  sun,  have  been  scarcely  felt 
before  they  were  succeeded  by  all  the  severity  of  disappoint- 
ment. Even  the  flatterers  your  prospects  had  drawn  around 
you  withhold  their  wonted  adulation,  and  dispose  of  your  char 
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acter,  in  order  to  make  peace  with  your  supposed  successor. 
You  have  even  dishonored  your  new  formed  acquirements,  in 
the  disgrace  of  publishing  negro  proclamations.'  You  have 
suffered  yourself  to  be  repeatedly  defeated,  by  a  people  boast- 
ingly  called  cowards,  and  ridiculously,  rebels.  You  have 
taken  away  from  your  Prince  the  chief  support  of  his  speeches, 
and  the  courage  and  conduct  of  his  commanders.  To  the  dull 
ear  that  the  Dutch  turned  to  Sir  Joseph  Yorke's  plaintive 
memorial,  you  have  added  the  storm  of  Stony  Point,  the  sur- 
prise of  Powle's  Hook,  and  degrading  evacuation  of  King's 
Ferry :  a  campaign  commenced  in  exultation,  and  ended  in 
sackcloth.  You  have  multiplied  the  enemi.es  of  your  patrons, 
and  opened  against  Lord  North  the  full-mouthed  cry  of  his 
antagonist,  Charles  Fox. 

"  But  I  leave  you,  Sir  Henry,  to  your  own  reflections.  I 
cannot  increase  their  severity  ;  and  your  present  situation 
needs  not  the  scourge  of  the  satirist." 1 

November  8. — Last  night  Colonel  Armand,  with  one  hun- 
dred infantry  and  about  thirty  horse,  marched  down  as  far  as 
William's,  within  four  miles  of  King's  Bridge, 

'    ^  o  o  »  Major  Beannore 

near  New  York,  where  he  posted  his  infantry  to 
cover  his  retreat,  and  with  twenty  dragoons  pushed  for  Major 
Bearmorc's  quarters,  at  Alderman  Leggett's,  three  miles  below 
William's  Bridge  ;  where  he  arrived  about  nine  o'clock,  took 
Major  Bearmore  and  five  other  prisoners,  a  number  of  horses 
and  saddles,  and  returned  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man ; 
although  Colonel  Worm,  with  a  body  of  eight  hundred  Ger- 
mans, lay  on  the  north  side  of  King's  Bridge,  and  might  have 
interrupted  his  retreat  at  William's  by  marching  less  than  two 
miles.  This  enterprise  not  only  reflects  great  honor  on  Colo- 
nel Armand,  but  renders  the  State  most  essential  service  by 
suppressing  the  exertions  of  one  of  their  most  active  partisan 
officers,  whose  uniform  endeavor  has  been  to  distress  and  injure 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country.' 

1  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  proclamation  to  Bell  negroes  captured  from  the  enemy. 
See  page  17fi,  ante. 

■  New  Jersey  Gazette,  December  29.      1  New  York  Journal,  November  16. 
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November  9. — This  morning,  the  Honorable  Henry  Lau- 
rens, Esq.,  set  out  on  his  journey  to  Charleston,  in  South  Car- 
olina, from  whence,  it  is  said,  he  will  embark, 

Henry  Ltur*u.   ^  execute)  at  one  0f  the  principal  Courts  of  Etl- 

rope,  an  important  trust  committed  to  him  by  Congress.  The 
great  ability  and  strict  integrity  with  which  this  gentleman 
filled  the  important  station  of  President  of  Congress,  acquired 
him  universal  esteem  and  respect ; — and  his  truly  patriotic  at- 
tention to  the  rights  of  the  several  States,  gained  him  the  warm- 
est affection  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  of  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  particular.  Several  members  of  Congress,  and  a 
number  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  State,  waited  on  him 
as  far  as  the  lower  ferry  on  Schuylkill.1 

The  advantage,  says  a  correspondent,  of  the  revolution  that 
has  taken  place  in  America,  to  all  the  lovers  of  liberty  in  Eu- 
Th«  AdTantaces  of  roPe>  uiust  be  immense.  It  seems  to  be  a  dispen- 
se EevoiuSon.  Bation  of  Heaven  favorable  to  them,  as  well  as  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  States.  America  is  now  become  an 
open  asylum  to  all  that  are  oppressed  by  the  old  corrupt  gov- 
ernments in  Europe.  The  subjects  of  the  latter  will  be  dis- 
posed to  emigrate  to  us,  as  they  feel  their  situation  at  home 
growing  uneasy  by  the  weight  of  arbitrary  power,  and  the  ill 
administration  of  government.  We  shall  afford  a  happy  re- 
lief to  those  who  come  over  to  us,  and  no  inconsiderable  one 
to  those  who  remain  behind,  inasmuch  as  those  governments, 
and  particularly  that  of  England  and  Ireland,  for  fear  of  los- 
ing their  people,  will  relax  the  reins  of  power,  and  invite  their 
remaining  at  home,  by  indulging  their  love  of  liberty  in  some 
instances,  and  lightening  their  burdens.  We  arc,  therefore, 
not  only  fighting  for  our  own  cause,  but  for  the  cause  of  human 
kind  in  general,  and  particularly  for  that  of  our  former  fellow- 
subjects  in  Britain  and  Ireland.  Millions  will  bless  the  wis- 
dom, the  fortitude,  and  perseverance,  that  have  nobly  effected 
this  revolution,  who  will  never  live  in  America ;  at  the  same 
time  it  must  give  a  particular  relief  to  the  blessings  of  liberty 

1  Peniuylvank  Packet,  November  11. 
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enjoyed  by  the  subjects  of  the  United  States*  that  the  pur- 
chase of  them  for  ourselves  must  be  of  such  essential  advan- 
tage to  distant  'regions.  This,  in  the  impartial  estimation  of 
mankind,  must  give  a  particular  brilliancy  to  the  success  of  our 
arms,  and  enroll  the  names  of  those  men  whose  wisdom  and 
fortitude  have  principally  effected  so  happy  a  change,  among 
the  most  illustrious  heroes,  and  the  greatest  benefactors  of 
mankind.' 


December  1. — Notwithstanding  the  flattering  accounts  of 
the  British  affairs  published  in  some  of  the  late  New  York 
papers,  the  wise  men  of  the  British  Parliament 
draw  a  most  melancholy  picture  of  the  calamitous 
circumstances  of  this  and  of  their  own  country.  Lord  John 
Cavendish,  in  a  late  debate,  said,  "  lie  would  spend  his  for- 
tune and  hazard  his  life  against  the  unnatural  enemies  of  his 
country ;  and  he  would  do  as  much  to  bring  ministry,  the 
cause  of  all  the  nation's  calamities,  to  their  deserts  ;  "  declar- 
ing, with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  resolution,  "  that  his  resent- 
ment should  be  found  firm  and  lasting."  He  further  observes, 
"  that  nothing  less  than  the  most  exemplary  punishment  ought 
to  be  inflicted  upon  them,  and  their  respective  estates  confis- 
cated, and  applied  towards  the  expenses  of  the  war."  Sir 
George  Saville,  Colonel  Barre,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Burke,  with 
others,  were  tremendously  severe  upon  administration,  the  lat- 
ter declaring  that  he  "  would  oppose  the  granting 
any  money,  or  going  to  any  measures,  till  the 
present  administration  were  dealt  with  as  they  ought  to  be." 
Lord  North  replying  with  sarcastic  wit  and  contemptuous 
pleasantry,  Lord  George  Cavendish  advised  him  "  to  be  sober 
and  serious  that  day,  and  to  throw  his  wit  and  humor  aside,  for 
that  they  would  serve  no  longer."  " 

December  6. — Advices  from  the  country  are,  that  General 
Washington  and  Mr.  Mead,  his  aide-de-camp,  and  his  adjutant- 
general,  were  near  being  drowned  last  Saturday  week  by  the 


1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  Deoember  8. 
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overturning  of  a  whale  boat  at  a  place  called  Sandy  Point,  on 
wwhimrton  Hudson  River ;  that  all  the  army  but  a  garrison 
Etc*p«  Drowning.  0f  tweive  hundred  left  at  West  Point,  are  march- 
ing down  the  country  in  divisions  under  their  proper  generals, 
supposed  for  Morris  county ;  and  it  is  conjectured  they  will 
hut  this  winter  either  in  Morristown,  the  Notch  below  Passaic 
Falls,  or  the  mountain  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Kemble's.  The  army 
has  been  short  of  flour  for  some  time  past,  on  account  of  the 
dryness  of  the  season.  Mr.  Jacob  Arnold's  house,  in  Morris- 
town,  is  taken  for  General  Sullivan's  head-quarters  for  the 
winter,  as  General  Washington  is  to  reside  at  Philadelphia  . 
until  spring.  Lord  Stirling  has  declined  going  to  the  south- 
ward, and  it  is  imagined  General  Wayne  will  be  appointed  to 
that  command;  and  the  troops  destined  for  South  Carolina  are 
the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  men,  with  Baylor's  light  horse. 
Colonel  Dayton  will  relieve  Colonel  Scely  at  Elizabcthtown  in 
a  few  days  ;  and  Colonel  Spencer  takes  post  at  Woodbridge ; 
and  General  Washington's  best  train  of  artillery  is  at  Sucesun- 
nev*  above  Morristown.  A  number  of  the  eastern  men  are  to 
be  hutted  on  the  east  side  of  the  North  River,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Gates.' 

1  Gaine'i  Mercury,  December  6. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


January  1. — An  American  gentleman,  now  in  London,  who 
is  well  acquainted  with  General  Washington,  gives  the  follow- 
ing account  of  him  : — "  That,  though  advanced  in  q^^, 
years,  he  is  remarkably  healthy,  takes  a  great  deal  WMhlBgton- 
of  exercise,  and  is  very  foud  of  riding  on  a  favorite  white  horse. 
He  is  very  reserved,  and  loves  retirement ;  when  out  of  camp, 
he  has  only  a  single  servant  attending  him,  and  when  he  re- 
turns within  the  lines,  a  few  of  the  light  horse  escort  him  to 
his  tent.  When  he  has  any  great  object  in  view,  he  sends  for  a 
few  of  those  officers  of  whose  abilities  he  has  a  high  opinion, 
and  states  his  present  plan  among  half  a  dozen  others,  to  all 
which  they  give  their  separate  judgments ;  by  these  means  he 
gets  all  their  opinions,  without  divulging  his  intentions.  He 
has  no  tincture  of  pride,  and  will  often  converse  with  a  senti- 
nel with  more  freedom  than  he  will  with  a  general  officer.  He 
is  very  shy  and  reserved  to  foreigners,  although  they  have  let- 
ters of  recommendation  from  the  Congress.   He  punishes  neg- 
lect of  duty  with  great  severity,  but  is  very  tender  and  indul- 
gent to  recruits  until  they  learn  the  articles  of  war  and  their 
exercise  perfectly.  He  has  a  great  antipathy  to  spies,  although 
he  employs  them  himself,  and  has  an  utter  aversion  to  all  Indi- 
ans.   He  regularly  attends  divine  service  in  his  tent  every 
morning  and  evening,  and  seems  very  fervent  in  his  prayers. 
II  e  is  so  tender-hearted  that  no  soldier  can  be  flogged  nigh  his 
tent ;  or,  if  he  is  walking  in  his  camp  and  sees  a  man  tied  to 
the  halberds,  he  will  either  order  him  to  be  taken  down,  or 
walk  another  way  to  avoid  the  sight.    He  has  made  the  art  of 
war  his  particular  study ;  his  plans  are  in  general  good  and 
well  digested  ;  he  is  particularly  careful  always  of  securing  a 
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retreat,  but  his  chief  qualifications  are  courage,  steadiness, 
perseverance,  and  secresy.  Any  act  of  bravery  he  is  sure  to 
reward,  and  make  a  short  eulogium  on  the  occasion  to  the 
person  and  his  fellow-soldier  (if  it  be  a  soldier)  in  the  ranks. 
He  is  humane  to  the  prisoners  who  fall  into  his  hands,  and  or- 
ders every  thing  necessary  for  their  relief.  He  is  very  temperate 
in  his  diet,  and  the  only  luxury  he  indulges  himself  in,  is  a 
few  glasses  of  punch  after  supper."  1 

Thirteen  is  a  number  peculiarly  belonging  to  the  rebels. 
A  party  of  naval  prisoners  lately  returned  from  Jersey,  say,  that 
Thirteen  ■  Rftbei  tne  rat*0118  among  the  rebels  are  thirteen  dried 
Namb«r.  clam8  per  day  ;  that  the  titular  Lord  Stirling  takes 
thirteen  glasses  of  grog  every  morning,  has  thirteen  enormous 
rum-bunches  on  his  nose,  and  that  (when  duly  impregnated)  he 
always  makes  thirteen  attempts  before  he  can  walk  ;  that  Mr. 
"Washington  has  thirteen  toes  on  his  feet,  (the  extra  ones  having 
grown  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,)  and  the  same 
number  of  teeth  in  each  jaw  ;  that  the  Sachem  Schuyler  has  a 
top-knot  of  thirteen  stiff  hairs,  which  erect  themselves  on  the 
crown  of  his  head  when  he  grows  mad  ;  that  Old  Putnam  had 
thirteen  pounds  of  his  posteriors  bit  off  in  an  encounter  with 
a  Connecticut  bear,  ('twas  then  he  lost  the  balance  of  his  mind ;) 
that  it  takes  thirteen  Congress  paper  dollars  to  equal  one  penny 
sterling  •  that  Polly  "Wayne  was  jnst  thirteen  hours  in  subdu- 
ing Stony  Point,  and  as  many  seconds  in  leaving  it ;  that  a 
well-organized  rebel  household  has  thirteen  children,  all  of 
whom  expect  to  be  generals  and  members  of  the  High  and 
Mighty  Congress  of  the  u  thirteen  United  States  "  when  they 
attain  thirteen  years ;  that  Mrs.  Washington  has  a  mottled 
tom-cat,  (which  she  calls,  in  a  complimentary  way,  *  Hamilton, *) 
with  thirteen  yellow  rings  around  his  tail,  and  that  his  flaunt- 
ing it  suggested  to  the  Congress  the  adoption  of  the  same 
number  of  stripes  for  the  rebel  flag.* 

January  10. — Tub  very  remarkable  and  long-continued 

1  New  Hampshire  Garette,  March  4.  ■  Smjthe's  Journal,  98. 
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severity  of  the  weather  at  New  York,  (the  like  not  having  been 
known,  as  we  are  informed,  by  the  oldest  man  living,)  has 
stopped  all  the  avenues  of  intelligence,  and  almost  ^ 
cut  off  all  social  intercourse  between  people  of  the 
same  neighborhood.  The  incessant  intenseness  of  the  cold,  the 
great  depth  and  quantity  of  the  snows,  following  in  quick  suc- 
cession one  on  the  back  of  another,  attended  with  violent  tem- 
pests of  wind,  which  for  several  dayB  made  the  roads  utterly 
impassable,  has  put  a  stop  to  business  of  all  kinds,  except  such 
aB  each  family  could  do  within  itself.  And  as  many  were 
slenderly  provided  with  necessaries  for  subsistence,  we  have 
reason  to  apprehend  that  we  shall  shortly  hear  many  melan- 
choly accounts  of  private  distress  in  the  country,  aud  that  from 
the  sea-coasts  and  vessels  at  sea,  the  accounts  will  be  dreadful 1 

STANZAS  ON  THE  PRESENT  WAR. 

See  France  and  Spain  to  battle  dare ; 
Britons,  haste  !  to  arms  repair. 

Haste  join  the  proffered  6ght! 
Deeds  of  glory,  feats  of  arms, 
Death  and  danger,  war's  alarms, 

Sons  of  Britain  all  invite. 

Fame  shall  soon  her  trumpet  sound, 
And  tell  the  nations  all  around 

That  Albion,  though  alone. 
Will  force  the  slaves  of  France  and  Spain, 
And  monarchs  who'd  mankind  enchain, 

To  bow  to  Freedom's  throne. 

Yes,  Bourbon's  King  shall  rue  the  hour 
That  dar'd  provoke  Old  England's  pow'r, 

And  raise  the  storm  of  war. 
Our  martial  bands,  in  dajs  of  yore, 
Who  fought  at  C  re  say,  Agincourt, 

Proclaim  what  Britons  dare.* 

January  16. — Early  yesterday  morning  about  two  thou- 
sand American  troops  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
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Lord  Stirling,  passed  over  the  ice  at  De  Hart's  Point,  in 
Jersey,  and  landed  at  Staten  Island,  near  Mercereau's  dock- 
Loni  Stirling  yard.  When  they  came  to  the  Blazing  Star  road, 
iSSnttkZi  they  divided  into  two  columns,  and  one  proceeded 
by  Dongan's  mills,  the  other  by  the  back  road,  towards  the 
watering  place.  Both  columns  gained  the  heights  above  the 
enemy's  works  about  the  same  time.  On  the  approach  of  the 
Americans,  the  enemy  abandoned  the  strong  fortified  house 
called  Decker's  Fort,  near  which  the  Americans  seized  nine 
sail  of  vessels,  several  of  which  were  laden  with  wood.  The 
enemy  on  all  sides  retired  to  their  works,  which,  in  addition  to 
their  usual  defences,  had  an  abattis  of  snow,  near  ten  feet 
high,  all  around  them.  After  fully  reconnoitring  the  situa- 
tion of  the  enemy,  and  finding  that  nothing  of  advantage  could 
be  done,  the  Americans  began  to  retire  about  6unrise  this 
morning,  and  in  their  way  destroyed  the  vessels  and  works  at 
Decker's  house.  The  enemv  with  horse  and  foot  watched  their 
motions,  but  could  lind  no  opportunity  of  attacking  them  with 
advantage.  Their  horse,  indeed,  made  a  charge  on  a  covering 
party  under  the  command  of  Major  Edwards,  and  killed  three 
of  his  men  :  but  thev  were  soon  beat  off  with  a  loss  of  a  6er- 
gcant  of  dragoons  and  his  horse.  The  rebel  army  arrived  in 
the  highest  good  order  at  De  Hart's,  by  eleven  o'clock  this 
morning,  without  any  loss  except  what  is  before  mentioned. 
In  the  course  of  the  excursion  we  took  two  sergeants  and  six 
or  eight  privates,  and  several  deserters  came  over  to  us.1 

January  18. — Early  this  morning,  a  detachment  of  rebel 
militia,  collected  from  the  neighborhood  of  Horseneck,  under 
skirmuh  in  tne  command  of  a  Captain  Lockwood,  attacked  a 
Eastcbest«r,  n.  y.  noilse  between  King's  Bridge  and  De  Lancey's 
Mills,  in  which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hetfield,  Major  Hugger- 
ford,  Captain  Knap,  a  quarter-master  and  ten  private  refugees 
of  the  lieutenant-colonel's  corps,  were  quartered ;  the  house 
being  bravely  defended  for  fifteen  minutes,  the  rebels  were 
enabled  to  set  fire  to  it,  from  their  having  gained  possession  of 

1  New  Jersey  Journal,  January  18. 
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the  ground  floor ;  in  consequence  of  which,  this  small  party 
were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  abandoning  their  post,  and 
laying  down  their  arms  ;  they  were,  of  course,  taken  prisoners, 
and  the  enemy  immediately  began  their  retreat. 

Major  Iluggerford  soon  after  effected  his  escape,  and  return- 
ing, formed  a  small  body  of  refugees,  consisting  of  thirty -five 
dragoons  and  twenty-eight  infantry,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Purdy,  instantly  pursuing  the  rebels  with  this  detach- 
ment. The  infantry  took  post  upon  the  heights  beyond  East- 
chester,  and  the  mounted,  consisting  of  Cornet  Ililat,  Adju- 
tant Pugsloy,  two  sergeants,  and  twenty-nine  privates,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Kipp,  continued  the  pursuit,  and 
came  up  with  their  rear  between  New  Itochelle  and  Mamaro- 
neck,  and  resolutely  closing  with  them,  killed  twenty-three, 
and  took  forty  prisoners,  some  of  whom  are  wounded. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  this  handful  of  brave 
men,  who  have  set  so  bright  an  example  to  their  injured  coun- 
trymen, and  their  behavior  upon  this  occasion  has  gained  just 
and  universal  applause.  The  only  weapon  used  by  Major 
Iluggerford  and  his  determined  band  of  refugees  in  their  at- 
tack and  defeat  of  Captain  Lockwood's  party,  was  the  sabre, 
and  had  not  their  horses  been  jaded  to  a  stand  still,  every  one 
of  the  enemy  would  have  fallen  into  their  hands.1 

January  19. — Yesterday,  the  anniversary  of  her  Majesty's 
birthday  was  celebrated  at  New  York  with  uncommon  splen- 
dor and  magnificence.  At  noon,  a  royal  salute-  BlrtU,,4yIUU 
was  fired  from  Fort  George,  and  repeated  by  his  ftlNew  Vort 
Majesty's  ships-of-war  at  one  o'clock.  The  public  rooms  were, 
on  this  occasion,  entirely  new  painted  and  decorated  in  a  style 
which  reflects  honor  on  the  taste  of  the  managers.  A  Doric 
pediment  was  erected  over  the  principal  entrance,  enclosing  a 
transparent  painting  of  their  Majesties,  at  full  length,  in  their 
royal  robes,  over  which  was  an  emblematical  piece,  encircled 
with  the  motto  of  "  Britons  Strike  Home  " — the  whole  illu- 
minated with  a  beautiful  variety  of  different  colored  lamps. 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  January  22. 
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In  the  evening,  a  most  splendid  ball  was  given  by  the  general, 
field,  and  staff-officers  of  the  army,  to  the  garrison  and  prin- 
cipal ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  city.  The  ball  was  opened 
at  eight  o'clock  by  the  Baroness  de  Riedesel  and  Major-Gen- 
eral  Pattison,  commandant  of  the  city  and  garrison.  Country 
dances  commenced  at  half-past  nine,  and  at  twelve  the  com- 
pany adjourned  to  supper,  prepared  in  the  two  long  rooms. 
The  tables  exhibited  a  most  delightful  appearance,  being  or- 
namented with  parterres  and  arbors,  displaying  an  elegant 
assemblage  of  natural  and  artificial  flowers,  china  images,  *fec. 
The  company  retired  about  three  o'clock  this  morning,  highly 
satisfied  with  the  evening's  entertainment,  which  abounded 
with  so  many  scenes  equally  new  and  agreeable.1 

January  22. — A  writer  in  the  American  camp  at  Basken- 
ridge,  in  New  Jersey,  in  a  letter  of  this  date,  says : — "  We 
Famine  in  the  nave  na(*  a  fast  lately  in  camp,  by  general  con- 
American  camp.  straintT  of  the  whole  army,  in  which  we  fasted 
more  sincerely  and  truly  for  three  days  than  ever  we  did  from 
all  the  resolutions  of  Congress  put  together.  This  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  severity  of  the  weather,  and  drifting  of  the  snow, 
whereby  the  roads  were  rendered  impassable,  and  all  supplies 
of  provisions  cut  off,  until  the  officers  were  obliged  to  release 
the  soldiers  from  command,  and  permit  them  to  go  in  great 
numbers  together  into  the  country  to  get  provision  where  they 
could  find  it. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  country  discovered  a 
noble  spirit  in  feeding  the  soldiers  ;  and  to  the  honor  of  the  sol- 
diery, they  received  what  they  got  with  thankfubiess,  and  did 
little  or  no  damage.  As  soon  as  the  roads  were  broken,  and 
the  brave  fellows  got  their  bellies  full,  they  went,  with  amaz- 
ing alacrity,  on  the  Staten  Island  expedition  ;  but  tho  British 
getting  intelligence,  our  people,  after  reconnoitring  their 
strength,  returned  not  a  little  disappointed.  They  did  little 
more  than  burn  a  large  fortified  house  and  five  small  vessels, 
after  stripping  them  of  every  thing  valuable." " 
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January  27. — Labt  Tuesday  night,  a  party  of  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  about  three  hundred  infantry,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Van  Buskirk,  of  the  new  levies,  and  Tm  Bugklrk^ 
about  sixty  dragoons,  said  to  be  under  the  com-  vwt  to Jen**- 
mand  of  Captain  Steward,  of  the  seventeenth  light  dragoons, 
with  several  refugees — the  whole  in  number  nearly  four  hun- 
dred— crossed  on  the  ice  from  Staten  Island  to  Trembly 's  Point, 
about  three  miles  from  Elizabethtown.  From  thence  they 
were  conducted  by  Cornelius  Hetfield,  Job  Hetfield,  and  Smith 
Hetfield,  their  principal  guides,  by  the  nearest  and  most  re- 
tired route  into  Elizabethtown.  They  entered  the  town  in  two 
divisions,  before  the  alarm  was  sounded.  As  soon  as  the 
troops  that  were  in  the  town  (consisting  of  about  sixty  men) 
perceived  their  danger,  they  retreated ;  however,  they  took 
a  major  who  was  commandant  of  the  place,  two  or  three 
captains  that  lodged  in  the  town  that  night,  and  a  few  troops. 
They  then  set  fire  to  the  Presbyterian  meeting  and  court  house, 
which  were  consumed  ;  plundered,  insulted,  and  took  off  some 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  retreated,  with  great  precipitation,  by 
the  way  of  De  Hart's  Point,  whose  house  they  likewise  burned. 

The  same  night  another  party  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of 
drafts  from  the  different  regiments  stationed  in  New  York, 
passed  over  the  North  River  in  sleighs,  to  Powle's  Hook  ;  from 
thence  through  Bergen,  the  nearest  way  to  Newark.  They 
entered  the  town  in  three  divisions,  and  proceeded  to  the 
academy,  where  they  surprised  and  took  about  fifteen  men, 
being  all  the  troops  that  were  on  duty  in  the  town— a  lieuten- 
ant, notwithstanding  he  was  twice  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy, 
by  his  vigilance,  effected  his  escape.  They  then  set  fire  to 
the  academy,  which  they  consumed,  during  which  time  a  par- 
ty was  detached  to  several  of  the  inhabitants'  houses,  which 
they  rifled  of  the  most  valuable  effects ;  that  which  was  not 
portable  thev  destroved.  Thev  took  off  Justice  Jlcdden  and 
Robert  Neil,  Jun.,  two  of  the  inhabitants.  The  former  gen- 
tleman was  taken  out  of  his  bed,  and  without  any  of  his  clothes 
on  except  his  shirt  and  a  pair  of  stockings,  carried  off,  notr 
withstanding  the  strongest  solicitations  of  Mrs.  Iledden  to  the 
officers,  for  permission  for  her  husband  to  dress  himself.  She 
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received  two  wounds  with  a  bayonet,  one  in  the  face,  the  other 
in  the  breast. 

Thev  continued  in  town  about  fifteen  or  eighteen  minutes. 
A  few  militia  being  hastily  collected,  pursued  their  rear,  by 
which  means  live  of  the  enemy  fell  into  their  hands.  Two 
of  them  died  a  short  time  after  from  the  intense  cold.  Justice 
Heddcn  is  so  frost-bitten,  that  it  is  thought  he  will  lose  both 
his  legs.' 

A  correspondent  of  Rivington's  thus  refers  to  this  affair : — 
"  Seeing  in  your  last  "Wednesday's  Gazette  an  extract  taken 
from  a  rebel  paper  of  the  second  instant,  giving  an 

Justice  Hoddon.  «  »  _  _ 

account  of  the  taking  and  bringing  Justice  Hed- 
den  and  Robert  Neil  prisoners  from  Newark  to  this  city,"  treat- 
ing Mr.  Heddcn  with  great  cruelty,  and  reflecting  on  the 
officer  who  commanded  that  party,  you  may  inform  the  public 
that  the  apprehending  of  Justice  Hedden  was  no  part  of  the 
object  of  the  King's  officers  ;  but  that  one  Walker,  a  volunteer 
with  them,  who  with  many  others  had  been  most  inhumanly 
and  barbarously  treated  by  Justice  Hedden,  went  with  a  few 
of  the  privates  to  his  house  and  took  him,  without  waiting 
long  for  him  to  put  on  Iris  clothes,  which  he  intentionally  de- 
layed ;  when  the  officers  perceived,  on  their  march,  his  want  of 
more  clothing,  they  provided  him  with  some. 

"  If  Mrs.  Hedden  was  wounded,  it  is  what  she  merited,  by 
her  assaulting  and  opposing  all  in  her  power,  the  carrying 
away  her  husband.  There  was  no  intent  to  hurt  Mrs.  Hedden, 
but  to  make  her  desist  in  her  violence  ;  if  any  harm  happened 
to  her,  she  must  blame  her  own  fury.  Mr.  Hedden  and  his 
friends  may,  if  they  have  any  sense  of  justice  remaining,  find 
that  justice  hath  in  part  overtaken  him,  when  they  reflect  on 
the  acts  of  barbarity  lie  has  frequently  committed  on  many  of 
his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  for  not  perjuring  themselves  in 
abjuring  their  lawful  sovereign,  and  swearing  allegiance  to  the 
Congress,  and  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  Among  many  of 
his  persecutions  were  imprisonments,  reducing  others  to  bread 
and  water  only,  stripping  many  women  and  children  of  their 

1  New  Jersey  Journal,  February  a.  1  New  York. 
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clothing,  beds,  and  household  furniture,  and  then  banishing 
them  without  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  seizing  and  selling 
the  estates  of  a  great  number  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  to  his 
no  small  emolument. 

u  Robert  Neil  is  also  notorious  in  his  way.  A  bankrupt  four 
years  past,  since  acting  under  the  pretence  of  a  sub-deputy 
quarter-master  to  the  rebel  army,  made  it  his  constant  practice 
to  take  and  dispose  of,  on  his  own  account,  to  the  Continental 
troops,  the  wheat,  com,  and  other  grain,  and  also  the  firewood 
he  cut  from  many  valuable  lots  of  land,  belonging  to  those 
he  pleased  to  call  Tories  and  enemies  to  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, whereby  both  Iledden  and  Neil  have  amassed  large  estates 
with  the  properties  of  others.  Common  justice,  it  is  hoped,  will 
prevent  their  discharge,  till  they  have  made  full  satisfaction  to 
his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  for  the  injuries  they  have  done 
them."  1 

February  1. — The  sound,  between  Long  Island  and  Con- 
necticut, is  almost  frozen  over  in  the  widest  parts ;  and  some 
persons  have  passed  over  from  Long  Island  to^,^,^ 
Norwalk  and  other  parts  in  Connecticut  on  the  >r,,*"n- 
ice.  Wood  is  brought  from  Long  Island  to  New  York  on 
sleighs.  It  is  almost  passable  from  Powle's  Hook  to  New  York.' 

Last  Sunday  evening  a  party  consisting  of  thirteen  mounted 
refugees  went  from  Staten  Island,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Eliza- 
bethtown,  New  Jersey,  surprised  Mr.  Wynantz,  Uollt  WrnMltl 
a  lieutenant  of  the  rebel  militia,  and  eight  private  uk,'n  PrUner- 
men  of  Colonel  Jacques'  regiment.  Few  republicans  on  this 
continent  are  more  remarkable  for  their  implacable  opposition 
to  his  Majesty's  government  than  some  of  these  prisoners  ;  they 
were  all  the  same  evening  securely  lodged  on  Staten  Island. 
They  were  found  at  a  fandango,  or  m'erry-making,  with  a 
party  of  lasses,  who  became  planet  struck  at  the  sudden  sep- 
aration from  their  Damons.  The  further  trophies  of  this  suc- 
cessful excursion  are  three  handsome  sleighs,  with  ten  good 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  February  16.      1  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  March  4. 
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horses,  all  of  which  were  yesterday  driven  to  New  York  over 

9  WW 

the  ice  from  Staten  Island,  an  enterprise  never  yet  attempted 
since  the  first  settlement  of  thi6  country.1 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  has  favored  ns  with  a  speech 
of  Sir  William  Erskine.  He,  Sir  William,  riding  by  a  house  on 
An*c<iot«  of  „  Long  Island,  heard  a  great  racket  made  by  some 
wiiiiam  Erakin«.  goijic-g  j  ne  stopped  and  cried  out,  "  Who  com- 
mands here  ? "  A  soldier  answered, "  The  Devil !  "  "  A  much 
better  commander,  I  think,"  6aid  Sir  William,  "  tlian  Sir  Ilcnry 
Clinton." ' 

February  8. — Last  Saturday  morning  died  in  St  James' 
Square,  Bristol,  England,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age, 
Henry  cmger  Henry  Cruger,  Esq.  Having  been  some  years  in 
Died.  a  vcrv  jjj  st&tc  of  health,  he  left  New  York,  the 
place  of  his  nativity  and  residence  in  America,  where  he  had 
sustained  a  most  respectable  private  character,  and  filled  the 
various  offices  of  member  of  the  assembly  and  member  of  the 
council,  with  the  highest  reputation.  The  cheerfulness  of  his 
disposition,  and  the  affability  of  his  manners,  endeared  him  to 
all  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  As  his 
disorder  was  of  a  singular  nature,  (which  occasioned  his  visiting 
England  by  the  advice  of  his  physician,)  his  body  was  opened 
agreeable  to  his  frequent  directions,  dictated  by  the  benevo- 
lent motive  of  promoting  the  good  of  mankind.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  cathedral  at  Bristol." 

February  15. — The  following  sketch  of  the  present  situation 
of  affairs  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  is  communicated  by 
A«wr»in      Colonel  John  Laurens: — "The  British  army,  said 
Charleston,  s.  c.  to  j)C  un(jer  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,*  are 
distributed  on  Port  Royal  Island,  John's  Island,  Stono  Ferry,  and 

1  Gaine's  Mercury,  February  7.  •  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  February  5. 

'  Rmngton'a  Gazette,  June  14. 

4  General  Clinton  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  28th  of  December,  1779,  and 
after  a  very  tempestuous  voyage,  in  which  many  of  his  ships  were  disabled,  and 
most  of  bis  cavalry  horses  lost,  he  landed  on  John's  Island  on  the  18th  of  February. 
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a  detachment  last  night  landed  upon  James'  Island.  Tlie 
head-quarters  are  at  Fenwick's  house,  on  John's  Island.  Four 
of  their  galleys  have  been  seen  between  John  and  James'  Isl- 
and. The  number  of  troops  not  known,  supposed  to  be  much 
diminished  since  the  embarkation  at  New  York.  About  twelve 
deserters  from  the  fleet  and  army  have  come  into  Charleston, 
and  as  many  prisoners  arc  taken  by  our  light  horse.  Different 
deserters  from  the  fleet  and  army  agree  in  reporting  very  heavy 
losses  at  sea.  Three  ships  foundered,  many  dismasted,  one 
brig,  two  ships  are  taken,  and  brought  into  Charleston  ;  a 
brig  is  carried  into  North  Carolina.  One  of  the  deserters  in- 
forms, that,  thirteen  sail  were  left  on  the  rocks  of  Bermuda. 
There  is  undoubtedly  some  grand  impediment  to  the  enemy's 
progress.  All  their  horses  perished  at  sea,  and  much  of  their 
furniture  was  captured.  Three  days  ago,  passed  by  Charles- 
ton bar,  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind,  a  sixty-four  gun  ship,  a  frigate, 
and  some  transports.  These  may  be  gone  to  New  York  for 
further  supplies  ;  but  all  is  conjecture.  Near  the  bar  of  Charles- 
ton daily  appears  a  frigate  and  other  ships  of  war,  reconnoi- 
tring and  blocking  up  the  harbor.  We  have  four  Continental 
frigates,  two  French  armed  ships,  two  State  armed  ships,  six 
other  armed  vessels,  some  of  them  carrying  verv  heavy  can- 
non.  The  enemy's  delay  has  afforded  an  opportunity  for 
strengthening  the  lines  of  Charleston,  which  will  be  in  pretty 
good  order  to-morrow.  The.  number  of  men  icithin  the  lines 
uncertain;  but  by  far  too  few  for  defending  work*  of  near 
three  miles  in  circumference,  especirdty  consieh ring  many  of 
them  to  be  citizcijs,  and  unaccustomed  to  the  fatigues  of  a  be- 
sieged garrison,  and  many  of  the  Continental  troops  half 
naked. 

Reinforcements  are  expected — General  ITogan  is  within  a 
few  miles.  The  Virginia  troops  are  somewhere  ! — assistance 
from  that  sist<r  State  has  been  crpected  these  eighteen  months. 
General  Moultrie  is  forming  a  camp  at  Bacon  Bridge,  where 
he  has  about  five  hundred  horse  belonging  to  South  Carolina — 
Baylor's  and  Bland's  regiments  of  Virginia.  General  William- 
son is  encamped  at  Augusta — a  thousand  men  are  expected 

from  his  brigade.    General  Richardson  and  Colonel  Carlen 
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are  raising  the  militia  at  and  about  Camden.  At  this  moment 
the  escape  of  the  Americans  depends  on  further  delay  on  the 
enemy's  part:  two  or  three  weeks  more  will  make  this  garrison 
strong.  The  inhabitants  in  general  are  in  good  spirits  ;  com- 
petent judges  say  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  will  then  have  cause 
to  repent  his  enterprise.  This  affords  encouragement,  but 
events  in  war  are  uncertain ;  and  if  we  do  not  receive  assist- 
ance, the  next  intelligence  may  be  quite  contrary.' 

March  5. — Tins  day  was  hanged  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  Colonel  Hamilton  Ballendine,  for  making  drafts  of 
the  town  and  fortifications.    He  was  taken  by  a  picket  guard 

coiomi  Baiiendino  w^nen  General  Lincoln  had  sent  out  to  Stono,  as 
iiango.L      jlc  was  makjng  ]\\&  way  to  the  enemy  ;  and  when 

he  was  hailed  by  the  guard,  his  answer  was,  k*  Colonel  Ham- 
ilton Ballendine."  The  guard  told  him  that  would  not  do,  and 
carried  him  to  the  commander  of  the  picket ;  upon  which  he 
pulled  out  of  his  pockets  the  drafts.  The  officer  told  him 
he  was  mistaken,  and  had  him  carried  to  General  Lincoln, 
who  ordered  him  for  execution.1 

March  12. — There  is  nothing  more  ridiculous  than  the  idle 
stories  which  are  daily  told  of  omens  and  forebodings  on  every 
trifling  occasion ;  but,  upon  great  occasions,  all 
ages  have  afforded  such  proofs  of  something  of 
this  kind,  that  the  most  learned  and  candid  have  been  obliged 
to  take  notice  of  them.  How  far  the  following  may  be  con- 
sidered of  this  kind,  every  one  will  judge  for  himself.  Of  the 
truth  of  each  there  is  incontestable  evidence : 

In  the  ceremony  of  coronation  in  England,  there  are  two 
swords  used :  one  representing  justice,  the  other  represent- 
ing mercy.  At  the  coronation  of  George  the  Third,  the  sword 
of  justice  was  brought,  but  the  sword  of  mercy  was  left  at  the 
tower.  To  have  sent  for  it  would  have  delayed  time ;  and 
therefore  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London's  sword  was  borrowed, 
and  used  in  its  stead.    At  the  same  time  the  great  diamond 

1  Maryland  Journal,  March  21. 
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fell  from  his  sceptre.  "When  the  same  lung  reviewed  his  fleet, 
under  Keppel,  in  May,  1778,  the  weather  was  so  fine  that  hun- 
dreds of  small  hoats  were  on  the  sea  ;  and  yet,  so  it  was,  that 
at  the  mast-head  of  the  royal  yacht,  on  board  which  the  King 
then  was,  the  great  union  flag  was  rent  from  top  to  bottom,  in 
the  sight  of  twenty  thousand  people.  A  pious  lady  of  New 
York,  having  some  years  ago  been  to  see  the  waxworks  shown 
there,  among  which  was  the  likeness  of  George  the  Third,  she 
dreamed  the  night  following  that  she  saw  that  King  in  his 
great  chair  fast  asleep,  and  his  crown  lying  at  his  feet.  Be- 
yond him  stood  the  devil,  and  after  some  time  he  cried  out 
with  a  strong  and  terrifying  voice,  "  Arouse,  O  Prince,  for  thy 
kingdom  is  departed  from  thee."  This  dream  was  written  and 
6ent  to  Mrs.  Wright,  then  in  London,  with  a  strong  injunction 
to  show  it  to  the  King.  It  was  accordingly  handed  to  Lord 
North,  but  he  did  not  dare  to  show  it  to  his  master.' 

March  17. — A  munificent  entertainment  was  given  by  Lord 
Rawdnn,  colonel  of  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland,  to  his  regiment, 
quartered  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  in  honor  of  ^  Rawdon,8 
St.  Patrick,  tutelar  saint  of  that  kingdom.    The  Re&ilu°nt- 
following  song  was  sung  by  Barney  Thompson,  piper  to  the 
regiment ;  tune  Langolee  : 

Success  to  the  Shamrock,  and  all  tho?e  who  wear  it, 

Be  honor  their  portion  wherever  they  go  : 
May  riches  attend  them,  and  stores  of  good  claret, 

For  how  to  employ  them  sure  none  better  know. 
Every  foe  surveys  them  with  terror, 
But  every  silk  petticoat  wishes  them  nearer; 
80  Yankee  keep  off,  or  you'll  soon  learn  your  error, 

For  Paddy  shall  prostrate  lay  every  foe. 

This  day,  hut  the  year  I  can't  rightly  determine, 
St.  Patrick  the  vipers  did  chase  from  the  land ; 

Let's  ace,  if  like  him,  we  can't  sweep  off  the  vermin 
Who  dare  'gainst  the  sons  of  the  shamrock  to  stand. 

Hand  in  hand !  let's  carol  the  chorus — 

As  long  as  the  blessings  of  Ireland  hang  o'er  us, 

The  crest  of  Rebellion  shall  tremble  before  us, 
Like  brothers,  while  thus  we  march  hand  in  hand. 

'  Pennsylvania  Packet,  March  16. 
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St.  George,  and  St.  Patrick,  St.  Andrew,  St.  David, 

Together  may  laugh  at  all  Europe  in  arms, 
Fair  conquest  her  standard  has  o'er  their  heads  waved, 

And  glory  has  on  them  conferr'd  all  the  charms. 
War's  alarms  I  to  us  are  a  pleasure, 
Since  honor  our  danger  repays  in  full  measure, 
And  all  those  who  join  us  shall  find  we  have  leisure 
To  think  of  our  sport  even  in  war's  alarms.1 


March  24. — Day  before  yesterday,  two  detachments  of  the 
British  army  were  passed  over  the  Hudson  River  into  Jersey — 
~     ,        one  from  Kind's  Bridge,  consisting  of  three  hun- 

Do^ront  on  o  r?  '  c 

Panunus,  n.  j.  jrcj  men  from  the  brigade  of  guards,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Howard,  the  other  from  New 
York,  of  equal  force,  composed  of  the  British  and  German 
troops  in  garrison,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Macpherson,  of  the  forty-second  regiment.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Howard's  detachment  landed  at  Kloster,  several  miles  above 
Fort  Lee — the  troops  from  the  city  at  Weehawk,  (Wcehawken.) 
The  former  were  to  penetrate  into  the  country  to  the  north- 
ward of  Hopperstown,  and  destined  to  attack  the  rear  of  the 
rebel  cantonments  at  that  place  ;  the  latter  (taking  their  route 
by  the  Little  Ferry  upon  the  Hackensack,  where  boats  were 
sent  to  transport  them  across)  were  to  have  surprised  the  town 
of  Hackensack,  in  which  a  company  of  militia  were  quartered, 
and,  pushing  forwards,  to  have  fallen  upon  the  front  of  the 
Paramus  cantonments.  These  services  were  not  effected,  owing 
to  unavoidable  delays,  till  several  hours  later  than  was  intended. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Howard  arrived  near  Hopperstown  two 
hours  after  daybreak  yesterday  morning,  and  continuing  his 
march,  surprised  two  pickets,  and  pressed  one  of  their  can- 
tonments so  closely  as  to  oblige  the  officer  and  his  command 
to  leave  their  arms  behind  them,  which,  to  the  amount  of 
about  thirty  stand,  were  destroyed.  Their  main  body,  consist- 
ing of  between  two  and  three  hundred  men,  made  a  show  of 
defence  at  the  church  ;  but,  finding  they  M  ould  be'  instantly 
attacked,  they  retired  with  precipitation — were  pursued  for 
about  a  mile,  and  several  prisoners  taken.  Lieutenant-Colonel 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  March  18. 
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Macpherson's  detachment,  at  this  time  on  its  march  through 
the  cantonments,  which  were  found  abandoned,  made  its  ap- 
pearance upon  the  road  near  the  church,  having  taken  a  few 
prisoners. 

Every  further  attempt  to  come  up  with  the  enemy  being 
impracticable,  both  detachments  returned  to  Zubriskic's  Mills, 
where,  being  joined  by  the  party  left  at  Ilackensack,  which  had 
taken  several  prisoners,  the  troops  retired  by  New  Bridge,  and 
the  English  Neighborhood  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Macpherson's, 
with  the  prisoners,  continuing  their  march  to  Weehawk,  where 
boats  were  waiting  to  receive  them. 

One  man  of  the  British  was  killed,  Captain  Ansthruther 
of  the  forty-second  regiment,  and  a  few  men  were  wounded 
upon  the  march  towards  the  English  Neighborhood,  the  rebe  ls, 
in  loose  parties,  keeping  up  an  irregular  lire  upon  the  rear,  and 
some  men  dropped  behind  from  fatigue.  In  the  course  of  the 
march,  a  clergyman,  with  another  inoffensive  inhabitant,  (taken 
prisoner  by  mistake.)  were  dismissed,  and  are  reported  to  have 
been  accidentally  shot  by  the  rebels.  Sixty-four  prisoners 
were  brought  from  Jerscv  ;  of  these  twentv-four  belonged  to 
the  Continental  troops,  and  a  captain  and  twenty-three  were 
militia-men.  Thirteen  deserters,  also,  who  were  a  part  of  the 
Paramus  command,  came  off  with  their  anus.  The  loss  of  the 
rebels  in  killed  and  wounded  cannot  be  ascertained.1 

April  6. — Among  the  little  army  of  rebels  at  Morristown, 
none  arc  so  impatient  under  the  abuse  of  being  forcibly  de- 
tained after  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  their  ^  u,  t  , 
enlistment,  as  the  sons  of  St.  Patrick  who  have  St- ,>alrick*9  D»y- 
been  seduced  into  the  service  of  the  Congress.  Lately  they 
had  resolved  to  do  themselves  justice,  and  go  off  in  a  body, 
and  publicly  announced  that  nothing  should  prevent  it  on  the 
ensuing  anniversary  of  the  seventeenth  of  March.  It  was  a 
day  of  apprehension  to  some  who  looked  for  bloodshed  and 
murder,  but  American  policy  outwitted  Irish  good-humor. 

"Washington,  on  the  day  before  the  feast,  gave  out  an  order 

1  Gaine's  Mercury,  April  8. 
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for  honoring  the  saint,  and,  for  the  gratification  of  his  vota- 
ries, with  a  dispensation  from  labor ;  and  the  next  morning 
was  ushered  in  with  music  and  the  hoisting  of  colors,  exhibit- 
ing the  thirteen  6tripes,  the  favorite  harp,  and  an  inscription 
declaring  in  capitals,  The  Independence  of  Ireland.  To  ex- 
plain the  whole,  amuse  the  discontented,  and  while  away  the 
day,  Governor  Livingston's  Mercuries  reported  that  seventy 
thousand  men  in  arms,  under  the  Duke  of  Leinster  and  Lord 
Shannon,  were  scattered  through  the  camp.  The  simple- 
hearted  Teagues,  charmed  with  the  sight  of  the  harp,  forgot 
their  sufferings,  dropped  their  complaints,  and  seemed  perfectly 
happy  for  the  moment,  though  not  a  drop  of  whiskey  or  taffie 
was  to  be  seen  in  the  camp,  unless  in  the  tents  of  the  contrivers 
of  this  dry  and  unusual  way  of  celebrating  the  tutelar  divinity 
of  England's  fair  and  jolly  sister,  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland. 

This  is  the  account  of  the  deserters,  and  it  is  in  some  meas- 
ure confirmed  by  the  following  genuine  composition,  taken 
from  a  Philadelphia  paper  of  the  thirtieth  of  March.  Surely 
no  man  will  refuse  Mr.  Washington  the  merit  due  to  his  piety, 
ingenuity,  and  valor.  It  may  not,  however,  be  advisable  for 
him  in  future  ever  to  be  present  without  all  his  Yankee  life- 
guards at  an  Irish  wedding : 

"  The  following  general  orders  lately  issued  by  our  illustri- 
ous general,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  American  army, 
we  hope  will  be  acceptable  to  all  our  readers,  and  in  particular 
to  the  patriotic  and  joyous  sons  of  Saint  Patrick  : 

"General  Orders. — The  general  congratulates  the  army 
on  the  very  interesting  proceedings  of  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land, and  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  which  have  been 
lately  communicated,  not  only  as  they  appear  calculated  to  re- 
move those  heavy  and  tyrannical  oppressions  on  their  trade,  but 
to  restore  to  a  brave  and  generous  people  their  ancient  rights 
and  freedom,  and,  by  their  operation,  promote  the  cause  of 
America.  Desirous  of  impressing  on  the  minds  of  the  army 
transactions  so  important  in  their  nature,  the  general  directs 
that  all  fatigue  and  working  parties  cease  for  to-morrow,  the 
seventeenth  instant,  a  day  held  in  particular  regard  by  the 
people  of  that  nation.    At  the  same  time  he  orders  this  as  a 
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mark  of  the  great  pleasure  which  he  feels  on  the  occasion,  he 
persuades  himself  that  the  celebration  of  the  day  will  be  at- 
tended with  the  least  rioting  or  disorder."  * 

April  17. — Yesterday  morning,  a  detachment  of  two  hun- 
dred Continental  troops,  under  the  command  of  Major  Boyles, 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  stationed  at  Paramus,  Atuckon 
in  Jersey,  was  suddenly  attacked  by  a  party  of  M^or  ^'y'** 
the  enemy,  consisting  of  about  two  hundred  horse,  and  four 
hundred  foot.  The  attack  commenced  a  little  after  sunrise. 
Major  Boyles,  besides  his  usual  patroles,  had  that  morning  sent 
out  two  parties,  each  with  a  commissioned  officer ;  but  such 
is  the  situation  of  that  part  of  the  country,  intersected  with 
roads,  and  inhabited  chiefly  by  disaffected  people,  that  all  pre- 
cautions failed.  His  parties  and  patroles  were  eluded,  and  the 
sentinels  near  his  quarters  were  the  first  that  gave  notice  of 
the  enemy's  approach.  He  had  just  before  paraded  and  dis- 
missed his  men.  The  advance  of  the  horse  was  so  rapid,  that 
no  time  was  left  to  reassemble  them.  The  major  had  no  re- 
source but  the  defence  of  the  house  he  was  in  ;  this,  there- 
fore, with  only  a  small  quarter-guard,  he  resolved  to  attempt, 
though  from  the  smallness  of  his  force,  and  its  entire  dispro- 
portion to  the  place  he  was  defending,  he  could  have  no  pros- 
pect of  success ;  but  chose  rather  to  fall  in  a  brave,  though 
hopeless  resistance,  than  to  save  himself  by  a  dishonorable 
surrender.  He  immediately  made  the  best  disposition  the 
hurry  of  the  moment  would  permit,  and  animated  his  men  by 
his  exhortation  and  example.  A  brisk  fire  ensued  on  both 
sides ;  the  house  was  soon  surrounded  on  every  part,  and  no 
effort  of  the  little  party  seemed  capable  of  hindering  the  ene- 
my from  forcing  their  way.  Some  of  the  men,  intimidated  by 
so  threatening  a  scene,  began  to  cry  for  quarter ;  others,  obey- 
ing the  commands  of  their  officers,  continued"  to  fire  from  the 
windows.  The  enemy  without,  upbraided  them  with  the  per- 
fidy of  asking  quarter  and  persisting  in  resistance,  desiring 
them  to  come  out  and  they  would  quarter  them.   Major  Boyles, 
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exclaiming  in  a  determined  tone,  denied  bis  having  called  for 
quarter ;  but  bis  resolution  could  not  avail,  a  surrender  took 
place,  and,  in  the  act,  the  major  received  a  mortal  wound  in 
the  left  breast,  with  which  he  expired,  a  victim  to  his  gallantry 
and  refined  sense  of  duty.  So  distinguished  and  enviable  a 
fall  must  endear  his  memory  to  his  fellow-soldiers  and  fellow- 
citizens.  Lieutenants  Glentworth  and  Sherman  had  thrown 
themselves  into  the  major's  quarters,  and  assisted  in  the  de- 
fence. They  displayed  great  activity  and  bravery.  The  latter 
was  wounded. 

Such  part  of  the  detachment  as  could  be  collected  together, 
aided  by  a  few  spirited  militia,  hung  close  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy  during  their  retreat,  and  harassed  them  with  a  con- 
tinual fire,  re-taking  four  wagons  with  plunder,  and  nineteen 
horses.  Lieutenant  Bryson,  being  a  few  days  before  detached 
by  Major  Boyles  with  a  small  party  to  the  New  Bridge,  de- 
fended that  post  for  some  time  with  great  gallantry  and  cool- 
ness, he  sustaining  in  person,  with  his  espontoon,  the  attack  of 
four  horsemen,  and  receiving  several  wounds  ;  but,  being  over- 
powered with  numbers,  he  surrendered  to  one  of  their  officers. 
It  is  said  he  received  marks  of  politeness  from  them,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  bravery  and  deliberate  courage  displayed 
by  him  during  the  skirmish. 

The  enemy,  agreeable  to  their  usual  mode  of  procedure, 
plundered  and  burnt  the  house  and  mill  of  Mr.  John  Hopper, 
and  that  of  his  brothers.  In  the  former  the  family  of  Mr. 
Abraham  Brasher  lived,  who,  with  the  rest,  were  left  almost 
destitute  of  a  second  change  of  clothes.  The  commanding 
officer,  being  requested  by  Mrs.  Brasher  on  her  knees  to  spare 
the  house,  damned  her,  and  bid  her  be  gone,  declaring  they  all 
deserved  to  be  bavoneted.  They  made  their  boasts,  that  as 
Major  Boyles  did  not  present  the  hilt  of  his  sword  in  front, 
when  surrendering,  they  shot  him.  Thus  died  this  brave  and 
gallant  officer,  a  victim  to  their  savage  cruelty.  The  loss  of 
the  Americans  killed,  wounded,  and  taken,  was  one  major, 
two  captains,  four  lieutenants,  and  about  forty  rank  and  file. 
That  of  the  enemy,  by  their  own  acknowledgment,  near  as  many.1 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  May  23. 
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May  1. — It  is  reported  from  Jersey,  that  the  minute  guns 
heard  last  Friday  afternoon  in  the  direction  of  Morristown 
were  in  honor  of  Monsieur  Luzerne,  the  person  RlvlB|rtort 
who  succeeded  Gerard,  and  passing  under  the  ap-  ■»» 
pellation  of  the  French  Ambassador,  and  that  lie  died  suddenly 
at  the  rebel  camp  in  the  mountains  by  the  hand  of  violence ; 
others  say  that  the  explosions  were  at  the  interment  of  another 
adventurer  called  the  Sjxmish  Ambassador.  "What  seems  to 
be  certain  is  this — that  Luzerne  had  rendered  himself  obnox- 
ious to  the  cits  of  Philadelphia,  by  an  incautious  dose  of 
French  politics,  in  advice  to  the  Congress  on  the  means  of  thick- 
ening the  lean  ranks  of  the  rebel  army — "  Press  your  people 
hard  with  taxes :  the  more  beggars,  the  more  soldiers  ;  "  that  the 
populace  threatened  to  lay  hands  upon  him,  and  that  it  was 
thought  advisable  for  son  Excellence  to  quit  the  town,  till  the 
Congress  could  find  means  to  pacify  the  unruly  multitude; 
that  on  this  he  applied  to  the  army  for  protection,  and  was 
lately  escorted  by  Mr.  Washington  on  a  secret  visit  to  Eliza- 
bethtown,  for  a  peep  at  Staten  Island.  It  is  added  that  there 
has  been  a  great  waste  of  white  and  black  powder  at  Morris- 
town,  towards  recovering  the  credit  of  the  ambassador.  Fifty 
females,  'tis  said,  were  picked  up  for  a  dance,  and  'tis  supposed 
his  departure  will  scarce  leave  a  gill  of  taffie  in  the  whole 
camp  of  the  pious  friends  of  St.  Patrick,  whose  general  orders 
of  the  sixteenth  of  March  last,'  will  certainly  never  be  forgot- 
ten by  the  true  friends  of  Ireland.* 

Friday  last,  died  at  Morristown,  in  New  Jersey,  Don  Juan 
de  Mirralles,  a  Spanish  gentleman  of  distinction.  His  corpse  is 
to  be  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  it  is  to  be  interred  with 
those  marks  of  respect  which  are  due  to  gentlemen  of  his  dig- 
nified rank  and  fortune.1 

e 

May  4. — This  day,  was  celebrated  at  Philadelphia,  the 
funeral  of  the  Spanish  resident,  who  lately  died  at  Morristown. 

1  See  General  Orders,  April  6,  ante.  1  Rivington'a  Gazette,  May  8. 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  May  3. 
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The  following  was  the  order  of  the  procession : — The  bier, 
covered  with  black  cloth  ;  Monsieur  Luzerne,  the  French  res- 
Mirraiw  Funorai  ident  5  the  Congress  ;  the  general  officers  ;  the 
at  Phiiofiviphu.  citizens.  When  the  procession  arrived  at  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Chapel,  the  priest  presented  the  holy  water  to 
Monsieur  Luzerne,  who,  after  sprinkling  himself,  presented  it 
to  Mr.  Huntington,  President  of  the  Congress.  The  Calvinist 
paused  a  considerable  time,  (near  a  minute,)  but  at  length  his 
affection  for  the  great  and  good  ally  conquered  all  scruples  of 
conscience,  and  he  too  besprinkled  and  sanctified  himself  with 
all  the  adroitness  of  a  veteran  Catholic ;  which  his  brethren 
of  the  Congress  perceiving,  they  all,  without  hesitation,  fol- 
lowed the  righteous  example  of  their  proselyted  president. 
Before  the  company,  which  were  extremely  numerous,  left  the 
chapel,  curiosity  induced  some  persons  to  uncover  the  bier, 
when  they  were  hijjrhlv  enraged  at  finding  the  whole  a  sham, 
there  being  no  corpse  under  the  cloth,  the  body  of  the  Spanish 
gentleman  having  been  several  days  before  interred  at  Morris- 
town.  The  bier  was  surrounded  with  wax  candles,  and  every 
member  of  the  egregious  Congress,  now  reconciled  to  the 
Popish  communion,  carried  a  taper  in  his  hand.1 

May  8. — Tuts  year's  campaign  6ecms  to  be  fraught  with 
interesting  events.  When  we  look  to  Europe,  we  there  behold 
sutc  of  Foreign  contending  parties  becoming  more  and  more 
Affaire.  serious  in  their  determinations :  formidable  prep- 
arations are  making,  equally  so  by  Britain  as  well  as  all  the 
other  belligerent  powers.  When,  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the 
West  India  Islands,  we  there  sec  the  same  dexterous  game 
playing.  Again,  when  we  look  to  Gibraltar,  we  find  that 
Britain  intends  to  use  her  most  strenuous  efforts  in  keeping 
possession  of  that  very  important  fortress ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  Spain  seems  to  be  determined  to  reduce  it  under  her  do- 
minions. The  United  Provinces,  during  the  contest,  have  all 
along  signified  their  neutrality,  thereby  tacitly  manifesting  a 
friendly  disposition  to  the  United  States.     On  viewing  the 

1  Rivingtona  Gazette,  May  20. 
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obligations  they  are  under  to  the  English  nation,  and  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  entered  into  at  the  last  peace,  the  inference  is 
plain  that  they  do  not  mean  to  take  an  ac  tive  part  in  favor  of 
Britain,  else  they  would  have  done  it  before  this  time.  The 
taking  of  sundry  Dutch  vessels  by  the  English,  of  late,  will,  it 
is  thought,  pave  the  way  to  some  happy  overture.  The  capital 
power  of  Russia  (notwithstanding  the  boasts  of  Britain  that 
she  would  at  first  asking  lend  her  assistance  to  crush  the  re- 
hellions  Americans)  conducts  in  a  manner  highly  foreboding 
a  desire  that  America  may  be  rendered  free  and  independent. 
Nay,  it  is  so  manifestly  the  interest  of  all  the  European  powers 
to  have  such  an  event  take  place,  that  we  may  justly  unite  and 
say  (as  Lord  North  wecpingly  confessed  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons) Britain  is  left  without  an  ally.  We  have  looked  to  Eu- 
rope and  find  the  prospect  beautiful ;  let  us  turn  and  view  the 
prospect  at  home  :  strange  to  tell !  instead  of  a  uniformity, 
we  find  the  contrary.  Nearly  all  in  sentiment  appear  friendly, 
but  in  practice  are  inimical ;  yet,  although  some  part  of  our 
conduct  militates  against  the  cause,  so  long  as  there  remains  a 
determination  to  maintain  ourselves  inviolate  from  British  invad- 
ers, we  will  not  view  our  situation  as  desperate.  The  Caroli- 
nas,  it  seems  probable,  will  be  the  seat  of  war  on  the  continent 
this  summer.  Perhaps  the  enemy  may  think  it  will  deserve 
the  name  of  an  important  achievement  by  sallying  out  in  par- 
ties upon  our  defenceless  towns  on  the  seacoast ;  but  it  would 
be  well  for  them  to  remember  it  is  possible  that  the  expense 
will  more  than  compensate  for  the  advantage  that  they  may 
think  to  gain  thereby.' 

May  12.— Tuis  morning  the  garrison  of  Charleston,  after 
sustaining  a  siege  of  over  a  month's  duration,  surrendered  pris- 
oners of  war  to  the  combined  fleet  and  army  of  Tho  W|ijp,  of 
Great  Britain.  The  following  is  a  journal  of  the  ^h.rieSt«n. 
siege,  from  the  day  previous  to  the  British  fleet's  crossing  the 
bar,  to  the  present  hour: — "March  19. — The  British,  under 
General  Clinton,  now  encamped  on  James  Island,  seem  to  wait 

4  New  Jersey  Journal,  May  24. 
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for  the  shipping  which  lay  off  the  har,  and  have  been  disap- 
pointed at  the  last  springs  by  south-west  winds,  which  kept 
down  the  tides  so  that  they  cannot  get  over.  This  day  the 
springs  are  at  the  highest,  but  the  weather  so  hazy  that  they 
will  scarcely  attempt  it,  and  it  will  probably  clear  up  with  un- 
favorable winds.  "NVe  begin  to  hope  that  Providence  has  in- 
terposed a  second  time  to  prevent  their  getting  over  until  we 
are  ready.  If  they  should  get  over  either  now  or  hereafter, 
there  will  probably  be  the  hottest  contest  that  has  happened 
this  war,  just  off  Fort  Moultrie.  The  British  ships  destined  to 
come  in  are  said  to  be  the  Renown,  fifty  guns ;  Roebuck, 
forty-four ;  Blond,  thirty-two ;  Perseus,  twenty,  and  Camilla, 
twenty.  These,  and  some  say  another  frigate  with  some  gal- 
leys, are  to  force  their  way  past  the  town,  and  cut  off  the  com- 
munication between  Charleston  and  the  country.  To  oppose 
their  passing  the  fort,  the  Americans  have  thrown  a  boom  of 
cables  across  the  channel  at  the  fort,  and  stationed  the  Prov- 
idence, of  thirty-two  guns  ;  Boston,  twenty -eight ;  Bricole, 
twenty-eight ;  Adventure,  twenty  ;  French  vessel,  twenty  ; 
Queen  of  France,  eighteen;  Truite,  twenty,  and  three  galleys, 
(seven  guns ;)  so  that  either  the  fort  or  they  must  rake  the  ene- 
my as  they  pass,  and  with  the  boom  they  hope  to  detain  them 
so  long  as  to  do  it  effectually. 

"  As  the  enemy's  chance  of  success  depends  entirely  on  get- 
ting up  their  shipping,  and  the  American  hopes  of  defending 
the  town  greatly  depend  on  preventing  it,  they  seem  deter- 
mined to  sell  the  passage  immensely  high.  The  commodore, 
in  sailor  language,  swears  if  he  cannot  defeat  them  he  will  run 
both  them  and  himself  ashore,  and  all  shall  perish  together ; 
and  every  officer  in  the  navy  is  rcadv  to  second  his  resolution. 
Colonel  Laurens  commands  the  marines  on  board  the  Provi- 
dence. 

"  March  20. — This  morning  the  British  got  their  ships  over 
the  bar.  Thev  consist  of  ten  vessels  of  force,  from  twenty 
British  ships  crow  g,lns  to  a  sixty-four,  as  some  say,  others  a  fifty, 
chiriestoo  Bar.  JI0Wever,  ours  appeared  so  inadequate  to  oppose 
them  by  Fort  Moultrie,  that  they  were  all  ordered  up  to  town. 
On  the  first  alarm  of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  the  Eagle  pilot- 
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boat  was  despatched  to  the  ITavannah  to  solicit  assistance 
from  Spain.  Colonel  Tonant  went  with  the  despatched, 
and  has  this  evening  returned.  Report  says  that  he  has  suc- 
ceeded, and  that  we  may  expect  three  seventy-fours  and  thir- 
teen frigates  every  hour,  with  three  thousand  land  forces. 
Nothing  has  yet  transpired  from  authority.  I  am  just  come 
from  the  general's,  but  can  learn  nothing  without  being  too  in- 
quisitive. It  is  now  left  to  a  stand  in  the  town,  which  I  trust 
will  remain  until  Woodford  arrives,  with  the  Virginia  lino.  The 
enemy  have  not  yet  summoned  the  town,  nor  made  any  move- 
ment indicating  an  immediate  attack.  It  is  said  that  Lord 
Cornwallis  is  against  it  entirely,  and  that  the  army  seems  much 
dispirited  ;  but  Clinton  is  bent  on  it.  This  is  the  most  of  our 
present  intelligence.  Our  lines  round  the  whole  town  are 
nearly  completed,  except  by  Gadsden's  wharf,  where  the  works 
on  the  bay  should  join  those  on  the  land.  Our  people  are 
hard  at  work  there  now,  as  we  dread  the  enemy's  shipping  on 
that  quarter.  *\Ve  have  on  the  Ashley  River,  or  south  side  of 
the  town,  six  batteries — some  ten  guns,  some  six,  some  four, 
none  less,  so  that  no  vessel  can  lav  before  them.  Four  of  them 
cross-tire  the  only  landing-place  on  that  quarter,  besides  field- 
pieces  at  proper  distances  all  along  the  line.  On  the  bay  side  we 
have  four  batteries  of  Palmetto,  and  a  line  of  Palmetto.  On 
the  Neck  we  have  seven  batteries  along  the  line,  some  redoubts 
to  the  left,  a  regular  fort  to  the  right,  and  a  horn  work  by  the 
gateway.  In  front  of  the  line  is  a  good  line  of  abattis,  a  canal, 
most  of  it  filled  with  water,  and  the  side  of  the  canal  is  abattied 
also.  Onlv  the  north-east  comer,  rather  than  a  side,  bv  Gads- 
den's  wharf,  is  unprovided  with  proper  defence.  This,  I  trust, 
we  will  have  time  to  fortify.  Four  pieces  of  cannon  scour  the 
canal  in  front  of  the  lines. 

"  March  27. — This  morning  Colonel  Washington,  with  a 
party  of  horse  reconnoitring,  came  up  with  a  light  party  of 
the  British,  on  which  an  engagement  ensued,  VttUtnvl  Wft,hinR. 
when  the  Americans  took  a  Colonel  Hamilton  of  tnn'*  ^vt»^- 
the  North  Carolina  refugees,  a  Doctor  Smith,  and  seven  pri- 
vates, and  it  is  said  they  had  seven  killed.  The  Americans 
had  only  one  man  badly  wounded.    This  action  happened 
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Within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  British  flying  army,  consisting 
of  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  whose  marching  across  the 
field  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  Americans  obliged  Colonel  Wash- 
ington to  order  a  retreat ;  otherwise  their  whole  party  would 
have  been  cut  to  pieces.1 

"  Marrh  30. — Yesterday,  a  large  body  of  British  grena- 
diers and  infantry  crossed  Ashley  River,  and  to-day  they  ap- 
Coion.i  Laurens1  lH*ared  before  the  American  lines,  where  they  are 
bkirmbu.  now  encamped.  As  the  enemy  approached,  Col- 
onel John  Laurens,  with  a  small  party,  had  a  brush  with  the 
advance  body,  in  which  Captain  Bowman,  of  the  North  Caroli- 
na forces,  fell,  much  lamented ;  Major  Heme  and  two  privates 
were  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss  is  reported  to  be  from  twelve 
to  sixteen  killed.  A  French  gentleman,  who  was  volunteer  in 
the  action,  says  he  counted  eight  and  a  Highland  deserter  says 
a  Colonel  St.  Clair  was  mortally  wounded.* 

"April  7. — This  afternoon,  about  three  o'clock,  General 
Woodford  and  his  brigade  arrived  in  town,  after  a  most  rapid 
march  of  five  hundred  miles  in  thirty  days,  in  perfect  health, 
and  high  spirits. 

"April  8. — This  afternoon,  between  three  and  five  o'clock, 
the  British  fleet  passed  Fort  Moultrie,  in  a  heavy  gale,  and 

British  TU-et  off 

anchored  between  Fort  Johnson  and  Charleston, 

Fort  Johnson.     jugt   Qut  Qf  Qf    the  gung  from   the  tOWTl, 

where  they  now  continue.  They  were  so  covered  with  the 
thunder  storm  as  to  be  invisible  near  half  the  time  of  their 
passing.  One  of  their  frigates  had  a  fore-topmast  shot  away 
by  a  cannon  at  the  fort,  and  a  store  ship  was  so  injured,  in  her 
rudder,  as  to  be  incapable  of  working,  and  the  gale  being 
fresh  she  went  on  shore,  under  the  guns  of  our  half-moon  bat- 
tery, on  the  point  of  the  island,  which  obliged  them  to  burn 
her,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  our  hands.  After  burning  a 
while  she  blew  up.  "We  had  not  a  man  hurt  at  the  fort, 
though  they  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  as  they  passed. 

"  Our  garrison  is  in  good  health  and  high  spirits,  the  town 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  April  25  and  May  2. 

*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Charleston,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  April  26. 
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well  fortified  and  defended  by  a  numerous  artillery ;  Sir  Henry 
approach ing  very  slowly,  and  our  men  longing  for  the  hour  in 
which  lie  may  afford  them  the  opportunity  of  teaching  the  te- 
merity of  the  present  expedition.1 

u April  12. — Day  before  yesterday,  the  British  having  com- 
pleted their  first  parallel,  summoned  the  town  to  surrender,  of 
which  General  Lincoln  took  no  notice;  and  to-day  Clinton 
opened  his  batteries,  which  arc  answered  by  the  Americans 
with  spirit,  but  not  with  the  effect  that  will  insure  success,  the 
enemv's  lire  being  far  superior  to  ours.  Governor  Kutledge 
has  taken  post  in  the  country  between  the  Cooper  and  Santee 
Rivers.  A  work  is  ordered  to  be  thrown  up  on  the  AVando, 
nine  miles  from  town,  and  another  at  the  point  at  Lamprieres, 
to  preserve  the  communication  with  the  country  by  water.* 

"April  18. — The  cannonading  on  both  sides  still  continues. 
General  Clinton  received  a  reinforcement  from  New  York  yes- 
terday, and  it  is  probable  lie  will  make  a  further  advance  on  us 
soon.  lie  is  very  cautions,  and  moves  with  all  the  care  and 
deliberation  of  an  old  Boman,  whicjj  he  certainly  is  not.  Our 
men  are  in  good  spirits,  although  it  seems  to  be  the  general 
opinion  that  we  must  at  last  succumb  ;  not  without  a  hard 
fight,  however. 

"  Last  Friday,  (14th,)  the  party  of  Americans,  posted  to  pre- 
serve the  communication  between  the  country  and  the  town, 
were  surprised  at  Monk's  Corner  by  a  body  of  British  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton.'  A  negro  slave, 
for  a  sum  of  money,  conducted  the  British  from  Goose  Creek,  in 
the  night,  through  unfrequented  paths.  Although  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  American  cavalry  had  taken  the  pre- 
caution of  having  his  horses  saddled  and  bridled,  and  the 
alarm  was  given  by  his  videttes,  posted  at  the  distance  of  a 
mile  in  front ;  yet,  being  entirely  unsupported  by  the  infantry, 
the  British  advanced  so  rapidly,  notwithstanding  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  advanced  guard,  that  they  began  their  attack  upon 
the  main  body  before  the  men  could  put  themselves  in  a  pos- 
ture of  defence. 

'  Pennsylvania  Packet,  May  2.  •  Clift's  Diary  ;  and  Gordon,  iii.  47. 

«  Elliot  Manuscript. 
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"April  21.— The  British  have  completed  their  second  par- 
allel, which  is  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  American 
lines.  At  a  council  of  war  held  this  morning,  it  was  decided 
that  offers  of  capitulation  should  be  made  to  the  British  com- 
mander, '  which  may  admit  of  the  army's  withdrawing,  and 
afford  security  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants.' 

"April  24. — Sir  Henry  Clinton  rejects  the  American  offers 
of  capitulation,  and  is  actively  pushing  forward  his  third  paral- 
lel, which  is  not  more  than  three  hundred  feet  from  our  lines. 
This  morning  Lieutenant-Colonel  Henderson  led  out  a  party 
of  Americans,  and  attacked  the  advance  working  party  of  the 
British,  killed  several,  took  eleven  prisoners,  and  returned  to 
the  lines  victorious.  In  this  sally,  Captain  Moultrie,  a  brother 
of  the  general,  was  killed.' 

"  M<t'j  6. — This  afternoon,  the  garrison  at  Fort  Moultrie 
was  summoned  to  surrender  by  Captain  Charles  Hudson,  com- 
mander of  his  Majesty's  ship  Richmond.  The  commander  of 
the  fort  answered,  '  it  should  be  defended  to  the  last  extrem- 
ity ; '  but  the  officer  carrying  the  refusal  had  proceeded  but  a 
little  wav  on  his  return,  when  he  was  called  back  and  told 
that  the  storm  which  was  threatened  by  Captain  Hudson  must 
prove  a  very  serious  affair,  and  therefore  the  garrison  had 
consented  to  submission.* 

u  May  12. — Yesterday  the  British  advanced  within  thirty 
yards  of  the  American  lines,  and  commenced  preparations  for 
Th(<  a  combined  assault  by  sea  and  land.  The  reduced 
Capitulation.  gjate  0f  tne  garrison,  the  urgent  solicitations  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  clamors  of  the  soldiery,  compelled  Gen- 
eral Lincoln  to  renew  negotiations  with  the  British  command- 
ers ;  and  to-day  the  articles  of  capitulation  have  been  signed. 

1  Gordon,  iii.  18. 

»  Rivington's  Gazette,  May  81.  The  same  paper  says:— We  are  informed  a 
great  quantity  of  .silver  plate  was  found  in  the  fort  on  taking  possession  of  it.  The 
inhabitants  of  Carolina  in  general,  buried  their  plate  in  Charleston,  thinking  it  a 
safer  depositum  than  risking  it  underground  on  their  plantations,  where,  from 
the  curious  and  nefurious  deposition  of  their  negroes,  resident  on  the  spot,  it 
should  be  discovered  and  stolen;  and  by  preferring  this  method  of  concealment, 
they  have  all  secured  their  effects. 
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It  is  stipulated  that  the  Continental  troops  and  sailors  shall  re- 
main prisoners  of  war  until  exchanged,  and  be  supplied  with 
good  and  wholesome  provisions,  in  such  quantity  as  is  served 
out  to  the  British  troops.  The  militia  are  to  return  home  as 
prisoners  on  parole,  which,  as  long  as  they  observe,  is  to  secure 
them  from  being  molested  in  their  property  by  British  troops. 
The  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  are  to  keep  their  swords, 
pistols,  and  baggage,  which  is  not  to  be  searched,  and  are  to  re- 
tain their  servants.  The  garrison,  at  an  appointed  hour,  is  to 
march  out  of  the  town,  to  the  ground  between  the  works  and 
the  canal,  where  they  are  to  deposit  their  arms.  The  drums  are 
not  to  beat  a  British  march,  nor  the  colors  to  be  uncased.  All 
civil  officers  and  citizens  who  have  borne  arms  during  the 
siege,  are  to  be  prisoners  on  parole,  and  with  respect  to  their 
property  within  the  city,  they  are  to  have  the  same  terms  as 
the  militia.  All  persons  in  the  town,  not  described  in  any 
article,  are,  notwithstanding,  to  be  prisoners  on  parole.  It  is 
left  to  future  discussion  whether  or  no  a  year  shall  be  allowed 
to  all  such  as  do  not  choose  to  continue  under  the  British  gov- 
ernment, to  dispose  of  their  effects  real  and  personal,  in  the 
State,  without  any  molestation  whatever,  or  to  remove  such 
part  thereof  as  they  choose,  as  well  as  themselves  and  families, 
and  whether,  during  that  time,  they,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
have  it  in  their  option  to  reside  occasionally  in  town  or  coun- 
try. The  French  consul,  the  subjects  of  France  and  Spain, 
with  their  houses,  papers,  and  other  movable  property,  are  to 
be  protected  and  untouched  ;  but  they  are  to  consider  them- 
selves as  prisoners  on  parole."  1 

May  14. — Among  the  many  good  effects  which  daily  arise 
from  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  descent  upon  the  Carolina 
Sultans,  we  are  told  the  following:  The  inhab-  ^y^tot 
itante  of  Hillsborough  county,  North  Carolina,  c,in,on'; 
have  sent  a  deputation  informing  Lieutenant-General  Earl 
Cornwallis  that  they  have  taken  arms,  declared  for  the  resto- 
ration of  their  old  constitution,  and  are  ready  to  march  on 
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receipt  of  his  lordship's  commands  for  that  purpose,  and  carry 
his  lordship's  order  into  the  most  perfect  effect. 

The  rebel  colonels  of  the  South  Carolina  cavalry,  Messieurs 
Huger  and  Horry,  having  been  sent  to  his  excellency  Gen- 
eral Clinton  with  a  letter,  they  approached  head-quarters, 
preceded  with  a  white  handkerchief  on  a  pole,  by  way  of 
flag,  and  communicated  to  the  gentlemen  in  waiting  their 
orders,  which  implied  a  modest  proposal  of  a  treaty  for  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  addressed  by  Mr.  Rntledge,  the  titular 
governor  of  South  Carolina  ;  to  which  answer  was  given  that 
no  such  character  could  be  acknowledged  ;  and,  as  their  mes- 
sengers had  violated  their  parole,  by  venturing  into  Charles- 
ton without  leave  of  absence  from  their  prescribed  limits  first 
obtained,  they  were  immediately  committed  to  the  custody 
of  the  illustrious  Mr.  Cunningham,  provost-marshal ;  where, 
having  remained  a  short  time  as  a  punishment  for  their  pre- 
sumption, they  were  indulged  with  an  order  delivered  by  the 
Honorable  George  Hanger  for  their  enlargement,  and  a  hint 
to  fly  in  the  night,  and  thereby  escape  with  their  lives  from 
the  fury  of  the  inflamed  loyalists,  who  were  already  collected 
in  great  numbers  at  Charleston,  determined  to  seize  the  first 
occasion  of  retaliating  on  the  rebels  the  many  murders  com- 
mitted upon  their  relations  by  their  mock  courts  of  judica- 
ture, Mr.  Kutledge  having  signed  the  death-warrants  of  several 
scores  of  his  Majesty's  liege  subjects  who  were  by  their  juries 
condemned  to  the  cord.  These  gentry  took  the  hint,  and  with 
the  rapidity  of  the  winged  Pegasus,  or  th*  fiery-footed  Phle- 
gon,  soon  in  safety  reached  their  appointed  district.' 

"When  it  was  found  necessary  to  call  in  the  detachment  of 
American  troops  which  had  been  posted  at  Lampriere's  Ferry," 
Anedot*  of    opposite  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  three  men 
j<»epb  w^*n-  of  General  Hogan's  North  Carolina  brigade  were 
by  some  accident  left  behind  ;  who,  being  in  danger  of  falling 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  June  17. 

■  After  the  British  had  been  strengthened  by  the  reinforcements  from  New 
York,  on  the  1 8th  of  April,  they  took  post  on  UaddrclTa  Point,  and  obliged  the 
Americans  to  abandon  their  post  at  Lamprieres. 
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into  the  enemy's  hands,  took  shelter  in  the  woods,  and  were 
travelling  on  towards  Georgetown.  In  hopes  of  facilitating 
their  march,  and  to  profit  by  misfortune,  one  of  them,  who 
was  clad  in  scarlet,  suggested  a  stratagem  of  which  his  com- 
rades approved,  and  which  he  carried  into  effect.  lie  left  his 
anus  and  ammunition  with  the  other  two,  and  went  into  the 
plantation  of  a  poltroon  Tory,  or  one  of  those  mean-spirited 
wretches  who  ought  forever  to  be  stigmatized  under  the  char- 
acter  of  property  men,  and  to  be  made  fair  game  to  all  parties. 
These  creatures  were  early  eager  and  noisy  in  fomenting  the 
present  war,  but  withdrew  themselves  the  moment  in  which 
their  fears  dictated  danger  to  their  persons  or  their  estates. 

The  brave  North  Carolinian  personated  a  messenger  de- 
spatched by  some  of  that  tribe,  and  addressed  the  owner  of 
the  plantation  in  the  following  terms  : — "Sir,  I  understand  yon 
are  a  friend  to  the  King  and  his  government."  The  property 
man,  not  a  little  alarmed  at  the  sight  of  a  red-coat,  hastily  in- 
terrupted him,  "  Yes,  yes,  sir !  I  am  as  true,  faithful,  and 
loyal  a  subject  as  any  in  his  Majesty's  dominions."  "  I  have 
been  told  so,"  said  the  soldier.  "  I  am  sent  by  6ome  of  his 
Majesty's  friends  to  inform  Lord  Cornwallis  of  the  approach 
of  a  rebel  army  from  the  northward,  which  is  coming  on  very 
rapidly,  and  I  am  afraid  will  surprise  that  part  of  the  King's 
army  which  his  lordship  commands  in  this  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try, unless  his  lordship  is  speedily  apprised  of  their  design.  I 
have  travelled  through  swamps  and  thick  woods  to  avoid  be- 
ing stopped  by  the  rebels ;  and  last  night  had  tlw  misfortune 
to  lose  my  horse,  saddle,  &c,  &c.  "  Sir,"  replied  the  Tory, 
"  you  shall  have  the  best  horse  I  am  master  of,  my  own  riding 
horse,  and  I  beg  you  will  be  expeditious  in  delivering  your 
message ;  for  if  the  rebels  come  hero  I  shall  be  ruined,  per- 
haps hanged ;  I  don't  know  what  they'll  do  to  me,  because  I 
am  a  faithful  subject.  Boy  !  saddle  Spider,  and  bring  him  im- 
mediately for  this  gentleman — make  haste."  Spider,  a  fine 
blooded  horse,  was  produced,  with  saddle,  bridle,  holsters  and 
pistols.  This  encouraged  the  soldier  to  intimate  the  loss  of  his 
side-arms.  The  turn-coat,  with  equal  haste,  supplied  him  with 
his  own  militia  sword.    When  the  soldier  was  ready  to  mount, 
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lie  remarked  the  weather  looked  gloomy,  and  threatened  rain, 
and  that,  among  other  articles,  he  had  lost  his  surtout.  "  Sir," 
said  the  apostate,  "  I  have  a  very  fine  rocnloe  at  your  service  ; 
pray,  make  use  of  it,  and  go  on  as  fast  as  possible,  through 
wet  and  dry  :  your  business  is  of  great  consequence."  Thus 
equipped,  the  soldier  rode  off,  and  presently  rejoined  his  com- 
panions, who  were  waiting  for  him  in  the  bush.  The  three, 
all  armed,  and  one  mounted,  proceeded  on  their  journey  for 
Georgetown.  When  they  had  marched  a  few  miles,  they  en- 
countered two  of  the  British  light  horse,  who  had  been  ma- 
rauding and  plundering  helpless  women  of  their  apparel. 
These  fellows  they  took  into  custody,  and  conducted  them 
safely  into  Georgetown,  together  with  Spider  aud  his  furni- 
ture, the  captured  cavalry  and  their  accoutrements,  the  sil- 
ver mounted  sword,  and  the  "  very  fine  rocnloe,"  splendidly 
marked  on  the  cape,  Joseph  AVigfall. 

This  genius,  or  a  brother  of  his,  had  been  a  militia  officer 
for  a  while,  and  affected  to  bear  arms  against  the  tyrant,  as  he 
then  called  his  King.  In  a  voyage  which  he  made  some  time 
ago  to  Bermuda,  his  vanity  prompted  to  take  with  him  his 
regimentals,  for  showing  away  among  the  islanders.  On  his 
return,  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  passenger,  was  chased  by 
another,  supposed  to  be  a  British  cruiser.  His  apprehensions 
of  being  discovered  in  the  sham  character  of  a  rebel  officer, 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  concealing  the  blue  coat  with 
scarlet  lappels,  which  he  effected  by  putting  it  on  the  body  of 
his  wife,  covered  by  her  stays  and  gown.  These  circumstances 
were  related  on  his  landing  in  North  Carolina,  by  himself,  in 
great  glee,  as  an  instance  of  his  sagacity,  or,  as  he  termed  it, 
"  being  too  cunning  for  the  chaps."  1 

A  oentleman  who  lately  left  Albany,  says  that  the  chief 
Continental  butcher  there,  is  ordered  to  employ  a  number  of 
The  continental  *uc  other  butchers  in  catching  fish;  such  as  her- 

Butcher.  j^ng  8turgeon,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
army,  as  their  money  is  reduced  to  so  low  an  ebb  that  they 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  July  15. 
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cannot  afford  beef ;  and  that  they  have  a  guard  at  the  farm 
of  General  Schuyler,  near  Saratoga,  to  prevent  the  inhabitants 
getting  any  share  of  the  fishing.1 

The  ladies  of  Charleston,  since  the  capture  of  that  place, 
have  uniformly  refused  to  associate  with  the  British  officers,  or 
to  attend  any  of  their  assemblies,  or  places  of  TbeLad|„0r 
public  amusement ;  and,  having  been  reduced  to  Ctart*-hw" 
the  necessity  of  selling  their  buckles  for  a  subsistence,  they 
now  wear  black  and  white  roses  in  their  shoes,  in  honor  of  the 
alliance.* 

May  20.— Yesterday  wo  were  visited  by  a  most  unusual 
and  uncomfortable  phenomenon.  As  early  as  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  a  thick  darkness  came  over  the  face  Tho 
of  the  country,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  move  Dm* 
about  the  house  without  the  assistance  of  a  candle.  Many 
persons  were  much  frightened  at  the  sudden  darkness,  and 
some  thought  that  judgment-day  had  come.  The  cause  of  this 
strange  appearance  is  now  explained. 

A  writer  in  the  Boston  Country  Journal  gives  the  follow- 
ing particular  account  of  the  phenomenon  : — "As  the  darkness 
which  happened  on  last  Friday  was  unusual,  and  to  many  people 
surprising,  it  will  no  doubt  gratify  the  public  to  have  the  ob- 
servations which  have  been  made  in  various  parts,  communi- 
cated. In  this  way  we  may  learn  the  extent,  and  perhaps 
ascertain  the  cause,  of  so  remarkable  a  phenomenon.  With 
these  views  I  send  you  the  enclosed. 

"  The  observations  from  the  first  coming  on  of  the  darkness 
to  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  were  made  by  several  gentlemen  of  lib- 
eral education,  at  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cutler,  of  Ipswich 
Hamlet.  There  are  some  things  worth  noticing  before  and 
after  this  time.  The  hemisphere  for  several  days  had  been 
greatly  obscured  with  smoke  and  vapor,  so  that  the  sun  and 
moon  appeared  unusually  red.    On  Thursday  afternoon  and 


1  Rivington's  Gazette,  May  17. 
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in  the  evening,  a  thick  clond  lay  along  at  the  south  and  south- 
west, the  wind  small.  Friday  morning  early,  the  sun  appeared 
as  it  had  done  for  several  days  before,  the  wind  about  south- 
west, a  light  breeze,  and  the  clouds  from  the  south-west  came 
over  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  ;  the  sun  was  quite  shut 
in,  and  it  began  to  shower,  the  clouds  continuing  to  rise  from . 
the  south-west,  and  thicken  from  the  thickness  of  the  clouds, 
and  the  confusion  which  attended  their  motions.  We  ex- 
pected a  violent  gust  of  wind  and  rain  ;  the  wind,  however, 
near  the  earth,  continued  small,  and  it  rained  but  little.  About 
eleven  o'clock  the  darkness  was  such  as  to  demand  our  atten- 
tion, and  put  us  upon  making  observations.  At  half-past  elev- 
en, in  a  room  with  three  windows,  twenty-four  panes  each,  all 
opened  towards  the  south-east  and  south,  large  print  could  not 
be  read  by  persons  of  good  eyes.  About  twelve  o'clock,  the 
windows  being  still  open,  a  candle  cast  a  shade  so  well  defined 
on  the  wall,  as  that  profiles  were  taken  with  as  much  ease 
as  they  could  have  been  in  the  night.  Abont  one  o'clock,  a 
glimpse  of  light  which  had  continued  till  this  time  in  the  east, 
shut  in,  and  the  darkness  was  greater  than  it  had  been  for  any 
time  before.  Between  one  and  two  o'clock,  the  wind  at  the 
we6t  freshened  a  little,  and  a  glimpse  of  light  appeared  in  that 
quarter.  We  dined  about  two,  the  windows  all  open,  and  two 
candles  burning  on  the  table.  In  this  time  of  the  greatest 
darkness,  some  of  the  dunghill  fowls  went  to  their  roost ;  cocks 
crowed  in  answer  to  each  other,  as  they  commonly  do  in  the 
night ;  wood-cocks,  which  are  night  birds,  whistled  as  they  do 
only  in  the  dark  ;  frogs  peeped  ;  in  short,  there  was  the  ap- 
pearance of  midnight  at  noon-day.  About  three  o'clock  the 
light  in  the  west  increased,  the  motion  of  the  clouds  more  thick, 
their  color  higher  and  more  brassy  than  at  any  time  before ; 
there  appeared  to  be  quick  flashes  or  coruscations,  not  unlike  the 
aurora  borealis.  Between  three  and  four  o'clock  we  were  out 
and  perceived  a  strong,  sooty  smell ;  some  of  the  company  were 
confident  a  chimney  in  the  neighborhood  must  bo  burning  ;  oth- 
ers conjectured  the  smell  was  more  like  that  of  burned  leaves. 
About  half-past  four,  our  company,  which  had  passed  an  unex- 
pected night  very  cheerfully  together,  broke  up.    I  will  now 
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give  you  what  I  noticed  afterwards.  I  found  the  people  at  the 
tavern  near  by  much  agitated.  Among  other  things  which  gave 
them  much  surprise,  they  mentioned  the  strange  appearance  and 
smell  of  the  rain  water,  which  they  had  saved  in  tubs.  Upon 
examining  the  water,  I  found  a  slight  scum  over  it,  which,  rub- 
bing between  my  thumb  and  finger,  I  found  to  be  nothing  but  the 
black  ashes  of  burnt  leaves.  The  water  gave  the  same  black, 
sooty  smell  which  we  had  observed  in  the  air,  and  confirmed 
me  in  my  opinion  that  the  smell  mentioned  above  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  smoke,  or  very  small  particles  of  burnt  leaves, 
which  had  obscured  the  hemisphere  for  several  days  past,  and 
were  now  brought  down  by  the  rain.  The  appearance  last 
mentioned  served  to  confirm  the  hypothesis  on  which  we  had 
endeavored  to  account  for  the  unusual  darkness.  The  vast 
body  of  smoke  from  the  woods,  which  had  been  burning  for 
many  days,  mixing  with  the  common  exhalations  from  the  earth 
and  water,  and  condensed  by  the  action  of  winds  from  oppo- 
site points,  may  perhaps  be  sufficient  causes  to  produce  the 
surprising  darkness. 

"The  wind  in  the  evening  passed  round  further  north,  where 
a  black  cloud  lay,  and  gave  us  reason  to  expect  a  sudden  gust 
from  that  quarter.  The  wind  brought  that  body  of  smoke  and 
vapor  over  us  in  the  evening,  (at  Salem,  Massachusetts,)  and 
perhaps  it  never  was  darker  since  the  children  of  Israel  left 
the  house  of  bondage.  This  gross  darkness  held  till  about  one 
o'clock,  although  the  moon  had  fulled  but  the  day  before. 

"  Between  one  and  two,  the  wind  freshened  up  at  north-cast, 
and  drove  the  smoke  and  clouds  away,  which  had  given  dis- 
tress to  thousands,  and  alarmed  the  brute  creation." 1 

May  23. — Yesterday  afternoon,  Colonel  Delancey,  with  a 
party  of  his  loyal  refugees,  made  an  incursion  of  about  thirty 
miles  into  the  enemy's  country.  The  foot  took  p<.lanco:t,.g  AtUck 
post  at  Byram  Bridge,  while  the  horse  passed  ™» 
Sherwood's  Bridge,  and  proceeded  to  Horse  Neck,  where  a 
party  of  rebels  were  stationed.    They  immediately  attacked 

1  44  Viator,"  in  the  Country  Journal,  May  29,  and  New  Jersey  Gazette,  June  21 
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them,  killed  eight,  took  prisoners  a  lieutenant,  a  commissary, 
a  Mr.  Knap,  a  Presbyterian  parson,  and  thirty-six  rank  and 
file ;  also  took  and  destroyed  a  piece  of  cannon,  which  the 
Jonathans  in  vain  endeavored  to  defend.  The  loyalists  were 
so  quick  upon  them  that  they  could  not  discharge  it  more  than 
twice  before  it  was  taken  possession  of.  Lieutenant  Kipp,  with 
a  small  detachment  under  his  command,  took  six  prisoners  at 
another  place.  The  loss  of  the  rebels  would  have  been  much 
greater  had  it  not  been  for  a  wood  near  where  they  lay,  in 
which  they  took  shelter,  and  where  it  was  impossible  for  Col- 
onel Delancey's  horse  to  act.  The  only  loss  the  refugees  sus- 
tained, was  Captain  Fowler,  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  who 
was  unfortunately  killed  from  a  window  of  the  house  wrhcre 
the  picket  guard  was  posted.' 

June  1. — The  love  and  attachment  of  the  French  nation 
for  America,  is  carried  at  this  time  to  such  a  degree  of  en- 
Doctor  Fmnkiin  thusiasm  as  is  difficult  to  be  conceived.  There 
and  the  Frvnrh.  are  few  peonages  that  have  borne  an  interest- 
ing part  in  this  contest,  but  have  employed  the  hands  of  the 
most  famous  artists,  and  the  pens  of  the  brightest  geniuses  of 
that  nation.    But  among  so  many  illustrious  characters,  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Franklin  is  distinguished  in  a  particular  man- 
ner ;  and  of  the  several  homages  that  are  incessantly  offered 
to  his  merit,  none  must  ever  have  been  more  flattering  to  him 
than  the  provinces  of  France  contending  with  each  other  for 
having  given  birth  to  some  of  his  ancestors,  and  endeavoring 
to  prove  by  similarity  of  names  that  this  great  man  derives 
his  descent  from  among  them — an  honor  of  which,  since  the 
days  of  Homer,  (who  excited  a  like  dispute  among  seven  of 
the  most  flourishing  cities  of  Greece,)  nobody  has  ever  been 
thought  worthy. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Gazette  of  Amiens,  the  cap- 
ital of  Picardy,  in  France,  is  the  most  convincing  proof  of 
what  has  been  just  now  advanced  : 

"  Mr.  Fragonard,  the  King's  painter  at  Paris,  has  lately 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  Ma7  27. 
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displayed  the  utmost  efforts  of  his  genius  in  an  elegant  picture 
dedicated  to  the  genius  of  Franklin.  Mr.  Franklin  is  repre- 
sented in  it,  opposing  with  one  hand  the  a?gis  of  Minerva  to 
the  thunderbolt,  which  he  first  knew  how  to  fix  by  his  con- 
ductors, and  with  the  other  commanding  the  god  of  war  to 
fight  against  avarice  and  tyranny  ;  whilst  America,  nobly  re- 
clining upon  him,  and  holding  in  her  hand  the  fasces,  a  true 
emblem  of  the  union  of  the  American  States,  looks  down  with 
tranquillity  on  her  defeated  enemies.  The  painter,  in  this 
picture,  most  beautifully  expressed  the  idea  of  the  Latin  verse, 
which  has  been  so  justly  applied  to  Mr.  Franklin  : 

'  Eripuit  CcpIo  fulmcn,  sceptrumquc  Tyrannis.' 

*  He  snatched  the  thunderbolt  from  Heaven, 
And  the  scepter  from  the  hand*  of  Tyrants.' 

"The  name  of  Franklin  is  sufficiently  celebrated  that  one 
may  glory  in  bearing  it ;  and  a  nation  prides  herself  in  having 
given  birth  to  the  ancestors  of  a  man  who  has  rendered  that 
name  so  famous.  We  think  ourselves  entitled  to  dispute  with 
the  English  nation  an  honor  of  which  they  have  rendered  them- 
selves  so  unworthy.  Franklin  appears  rather  to  be  of  a  French 
than  of  an  English  origin.  It  is  certain  that  the  name  of 
Franklin,  or  Franquelin,  is  very  common  in  Picardy,  especially 
in  the  districts  of  Vimcu  and  Ponthicu.  It  is  very  probable 
that  one  of  the  doctor's  ancestors  has  been  an  inhabitant  of 
this  country,  and  has  gone  over  to  England  with  the  fleet  of 
Jean  de  Biencourt,  or  that  which  was  fitted  out  by  the  nobility 
of  this  province.  In  genealogical  matters  there  are  bolder 
conjectures  than  this.  There  was  at  Abbeville,  in  the  fifteenth 
and  sixteenth  centuries,  a  family  of  the  name  of  Franklin.  We 
sec  in  the  public  records  of  the  town,  one  John  and  Thomas 
Franquelin,  woollen  drapers  in  1521.  This  family  remained 
at  Abbeville  till  the  year  1600 ;  they  have  since  been  dis- 
persed through  the  country,  and  there  are  still  some  of  their 
descendants  so  far  as  Auz  le  Chateau.  These  observations  are 
a  new  homage  which  we  offer  to  the  genius  of  Franklin."  1 

•  Pennsylvania  Packet,  Juno  8. 
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June  8. — By  the  latest  intelligence  from  Schenectady,  in 
New  York,  we  are  informed  that  Sir  John  Johnson,  (who  styles 
sir  John  jobiwon  mmeelf  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the  King's 
■t  juhuwn  n«iL  i^yal  Yorkers,  in  the  paroles  given  to  some  of  the 
prisoners,)  on  Lord's  day  evening,  the  twenty -first  of  last  mouth, 
(May,)  made  his  first  appearance  at  Johnson  Hall,  undiscov- 
ered by  any  but  his  friends,  who,  no  doubt,  were  in  the  secret 
On  Monday,  about  daybreak,  they  began  to  bum  all  the  houses 
except  those  of  the  Tories  ;  beginning  at  Aaron  Putnam's,  be- 
low Tripe's  Hill,  and  continued  burning  to  Anthony's  Nose,  or 
Acker's  house,  except  a  few  which,  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
people,  were  put  out  after  the  enemy  had  set  them  on  fire. 
There  arc  burnt,  thirty-three  houses  and  out-houses,  and  a 
mill ;  many  cattle  were  killed  in  the  field,  and  sixty  or  seven- 
ty sheep  burnt  in  a  barn.  Eleven  persons  were  killed.  Colo- 
nel Fisher  and  his  two  brothers  fought  with  great  bravery, 
when  the  two  brothers  were  killed  and  scalped.  The  colonel 
went  up  stairs  and  there  defended  himself ;  but,  being  over- 
powered, was  knocked  down  and  scalped,  on  which  they  plun- 
dered the  house,  set  it  on  fire,  and  then  went  off.  The  colonel 
reviving  a  little,  though  he  was  left  by  the  enemy  for  dead, 
pulled  one  of  his  dead  brothers  out  of  the  house,  then  in 
flames ;  the  other  was  consumed  in  the  house.  It  is  said  the 
mother  had  a  narrow  escape  for  her  life,  being  knocked  on  the 
head  by  an  Indian  ;  but  she  is  like  to  do  well.  Captain  Han- 
sen was  killed  by  an  Indian,  who  had  formerly  been  used  by 
him  with  kindness,  and  professed  much  gratitude.  Old  Mr. 
Fonda  was  cut  in  several  parts  of  his  head  with  a  tomahawk. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  alertness  of  Mr.  Van  Vrank,  probably 
more  would  have  been  butchered  by  their  savage  hands.  He 
alarmed  the  people  along  the  way  to  Caughnawaga,  who,  by 
crossing  the  river,  saved  their  lives.  Having  done  all  the  mis- 
chief to  the  distressed  inhabitants  they  possibly  could,  they  re- 
turned to  Johnson  Hall  in  the  afternoon,  when  Johnson  dug  up 
his  plate,  and  about  sundown  marched  for  the  Scotch  Bush, 
about  four  miles,  that  evening.  He  took  with  him  fifteen  or 
twenty  of  his  negroes,  who  had  been  sold.  Several  of  his  tenants 
and  others,  are  gone  with  him.    He  has  permitted  some  of  his 
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prisoners  to  return  on  parole.  His  whole  force  when  he  land- 
ed at  Crown  Point,  is  said  to  be  about  five  hundred  men — two 
hundred  of  them  British,  part  of  his  own  regiment,  and  Indi- 
ans. Captain  Putnam  and  four  men  followed  them  in  their 
retreat  four  days,  on  their  way  to  Lake  Champlain.  He  saw 
him  twenty-four  miles  from  Johnson  Hall.  Some  think  they 
will  take  their  route  to  Oswagatchie  ;  but  this  seems  improba- 
ble, as  they  have  not  provisions  sufficient  with  them.  His 
excellency  the  governor  has  collected  a  body  of  militia  to  in- 
tercept their  way  to  Lake  Champlain  ;  a  number  have  also 
marched  from  New  Hampshire  Grants  (Vermont)  for  the  pur- 
pose. Colonel  Van  Schaick,  with  eight  hundred  men,  is  in 
pursuit  of  him  by  the  way  of  Johnstown.  We  hear  the  ene- 
my had  their  feet  much  swelled  by  their  long  march ;  and 
being  greatly  fatigued,  it  is  hoped  our  people  may  come  up 
and  give  a  good  account  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  and  his  mur- 
dering banditti.' 

June  9. — Last  Tuesday  night,  (6th,)  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock,  a  body  of  the  British,  commanded  by  General 
Knyphausen  in  person,  landed  at  Elizabethtown  Knyphnnaon's 

t»  .    .    .      T  i       ■    <        .«      i  ii      Attack  on  Conneo- 

Jromt,  in  Jersey,  who,  being  timely  discovered  by  ticutFwnu. 
the  American  guards,  gave  the  troops  that  were  in  town,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Dayton,  an  opportunity  to  assemble ;  but, 
on  reconnoitring  them,  their  force  was  found  inadequate  for  an 
attack.  Of  course  a  retreat  became  indispensable,  which  was 
performed  in  good  order,  with  the  enemy  in  their  rear,  until 
they  arrived  at  Connecticut  Farms,  where  they  fell  in  with  the 
Jersey  brigade ;  and  being  joined  by  a  few  militia,  posted 
themselves  on  an  advantageous  piece  of  ground,  thinking  it 
advisable  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  which,  with  sin- 
gular bravery,  they  effectually  did,  and  annoyed  them  consid- 
erably, driving  them  back  some  distance.  The  British  then 
brought  up  some  field-pieces  which  played  briskly,  but  happily 
without  any  effect.  The  Americans  kept  them  here  about  two 
hours,  until  they  were  reinforced  by  the  second  division,  which 


*  New  Jersey  Gazette,  June  21. 
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had  landed  some  time  after  the  first,  and  had  marched  up  has- 
tily. They  then  gained  that  ground,  though  not  without  con- 
siderable loss,  and  some  wounded  on  that  of  the  Americans. 
Their  advance  after  that  was  very  tardy  ;  yet  they  seemed  to 
show  an  inclination  to  possess  themselves  of  Springfield,  until 
they  received  a  few  shot  from  a  piece  of  cannon,  not  without 
some  effect ;  which  obliged  them  again  to  retreat,  and  the  day 
was  spent  in  continual  skirmishing,  by  which  they  suffered 
amazingly.  Since  their  retreat,  forty  or  fifty  of  their  dead, 
which  they  had  6ecretly  buried,  have  been  found.  Among 
the  number  it  is  said,  is  a  son  of  Count  Donop,  who  has  met 
the  fate  of  his  hapless  father. 

As  soon  as  they  came  to  Connecticut  Farms,  seven  miles 
from  the  place  of  their  landing,  they  began  the  exercise  of 
their  awful  cruelty.  Although  they  observed  great  discipline 
and  decorum  in  Elizabethtown,  yet  at  the  Farms  every  step  was 
marked  with  wanton  cruelty  and  causeless  devastation.  They 
set  fire  to,  and  entirely  destroyed,  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
fourteen  dwelling-houses  and  barns,  so  that  there  are  but  two 
dwelling-houses  remaining  in  that  fertile  settlement.  But, 
alas  !  this  is  only  one  part  of  the  horrid  scene. 

In  this  neighborhood  lived  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Caldwell, 
•whose  zeal  and  activity  in  the  cause  of  his  country  had  ren- 

MunWnf  dered  him  an  object  worthy  of  the  enemy's  keen- 
Mrs.  CttidwviL  cst  resentment.  Ilis  vigilance  and  attention  had 
always  evaded  every  attempt  to  injure  him,  and  therefore  it 
was  now  determined  to  wound  him  in  an  unguarded  part. 
Following  the  absurd  principles  of  too  many  of  our  incautious 
countrymen,  he  left  his  wife  and  family  at  home,  trusting  to 
the  politeness  and  humanity  of  the  enemy  towards  an  amiable 
woman,  and  a  number  of  helpless  and  innocent  children,  though 
he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  trust  them  with  his  own  safety. 
He  "had  been  warned  of  their  utmost  hatred  to  him,  and  there- 
fore dissuaded  from  leaving  his  family  in  their  power ;  but, 
alas !  his  confidence  in  their  benevolence  towards  the  helpless 
has  been  his  destruction. 

Soon  after  their  possessing  themselves  of  the  neighborhood, 
a  soldier  came  to  the  house,  and  putting  his  gun  to  the  window 
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of  the  room  where  this  worthy  woman  was  sitting,  (with  her 
children,  and  a  maid  witli  an  infant  in  her  arms,  along  side  of 
her,)  he  shot  her  through  the  lungs  dead  on  the  spot.  Soon 
after  an  officer  with  two  Hessians  came  in,  and  ordered  a  hole 
dug  and  her  body  thrown  in,  and  the  house  to  he  set  on  fire. 
At  the  earnest  request  of  an  officer  of  the  new  levies,  and 
with  some  difficulty,  the  body  was  suffered  to  be  carried  to  a 
small  house  in  the  neighborhood,  and  Mr.  Caldwell's  dwelling- 
house  immediately  set  on  fire,  and  every  thing  belonging  to 
him  consumed  together.  The  only  comfort  arising  to  this 
afflicted  family  is,  that  the  wretch  who  served  as  the  execu- 
tioner of  this  murdered  lady,  (who,  from  her  excellent  charac- 
ter, deserved  a  better  fate,)  '  did  his  business  so  effectually  that 
she  lost  her  life  without  distress  or  pain.  Thus  it  is,  that  even 
the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cruelty.  Hi  is  melan- 
choly affair,  with  their  cruel  burnings,  has  raised  the  resent- 
ment of  the  whole  country  to  the  highest  pitch.  They  are 
ready  almost  to  swear  an  everlasting  enmity  to  the  very  name 
of  a  Briton.  So  far  is  this  cruelty  and  devastation  from  terri- 
fying them  to  submission,  that  it  rouses  the  most  timid  to  feats 
of  desperate  heroism.  A  most  worthy  man,  who  has  for  four 
years  past  devoted  himself  to  the  service  of  his  country,  is  thus 
left  with  nine  small  children,  destitute  even  of  a  shift  of 
clothes  to  comfort  them.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  a 
similar  situation  ;  some  widows,  some  aged,  some  infirm. 

The  British  being  opposed  by  a  regiment  of  Colonel  Day- 
ton's, and  such  militia  as  could  be  suddenly  collected,  made  a 
Blow  advance  till  they  came  to  a  bridge  at  the  entrance  of 
Springfield,  where  the  militia  had  an  old  iron  four-pound  field- 

1  Never  did  religion  produce  a  more  complete  triumph  than  in  this  virtuous 
woman.  Tier  constitution  was  bv  nature  feeble  and  delicate,  nnd  her  mind  orna- 
mcnted  more  with  tender  than  robust  passions ;  yet  such  was  her  confidence  in 
the  unerring  wisdom  and  perfect  rectitude  of  the  divine  conduct — such  the  full 
assurance  of  her  hope,  that  the  approach  of  such  an  enemy,  with  the  terrors  of 
war,  could  neither  cloud  her  countenance  nor  ruffle  her  mind  to  the  last  moment. 
Long  since  had  she  gained  complete  victory  over  the  king  of  terrors ;  nnd  oidy 
wished  to  live  for  the  good  of  others,  and  in  particular  that  she  might  impress  her 
image  upon  her  lovely  offspring  ns  they  advanced  in  life.  These  benevolent  views 
arc  now  terminated  by  the  British  murderers.— New  Jcruy  Journal,  June  14. 
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piece,  which  they  used  to  such  purpose  that  the  enemy  were 
driven  back  for  6ome  considerable  distance.  Being  thus  en- 
couraged, Colonel  Dayton's  regiment,  and  the  militia  together, 
pressed  upon  them,  and  killed  and  wounded  many  of  them: 
the  general  estimate  is  about  one  hundred.  As  our  people 
were  reinforced  they  gained  firmness,  and  at  night  the  enemy 
had  secured  no  farther  than  Connecticut  Farms.  In  the  night, 
having  received  an  express  from  General  Clinton  in  South  Car- 
olina, they  immediately  began  a  retreat ;  and  by  ten  o'clock  on 
Thursday,  they  had  gained  Elizabethtown  Point,  from  whence 
they  sent  off  all  their  wagons,  a  part  of  their  artillery,  and 
some  of  their  cavalry.  Lord  Stirling,  with  General  Hand's 
brigade,  and  the  militia,  was  detached  close  on  their  rear,  and 
between  Elizabethtown  and  the  Point  had  a  very  severe  skir- 
mish, with  some  loss  on  both  sides.  From  what  we  can  collect 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Farms,  many  of  whose  houses  were 
filled  with  their  wounded,  they  must  have  suffered  considera- 
bly. General  Stirling  had  his  thigh  broken.  Never  did  troops 
behave  better  than  the  Americans.  The  militia  behaved  be- 
yond any  thing  that  could  have  been  expected.  The  Conti- 
nental officers  gave  them  the  greatest  credit.  It  is  6aid  the 
enemy  had  been  persuaded  that  after  the  taking  of  Charleston, 
the  militia  would  all  submit,  and  the  Continental  troops  would 
desert.  It  seems  as  if  the  militia  had  known  these  suggestions. 
Never  did  they  so  universallv  turn  out  on  such  short  notice, 
and  never  with  better  spirits.  This  morning  at  least  two 
thousand  of  them  Mere  below  the  mountains,  and  more  flock- 
ing down  continually.  Colonel  Dayton  deserves  the  greatest 
credit,  as  do  all  his  officers,  who  behaved  unexceptionable*. 

The  British  were  all  day  yesterday  manoeuvring  to  bring  on 
a  general  engagement,  and  General  Washington  was  trying  to 
draw  them  from  their  strong  position  on  the  Point,  where  it 
was  impossible  to  attack  them  with  advantage.  Both  have 
failed,  and  General  Washington  hath  drawn  back  the  main 
body  of  the  army  above  Springfield  to  refresh  them,  as  they 
are  exceedingly  fatigued  with  two  days  and  two  nights  lying 
on  their  arms.  Every  thing  has  been  carried  on  with  great 
propriety,  and  we  arc  in  hopes  their  gentry  will  be  obliged  to 
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retire,  notwithstanding  their  sanguine  expectations.  General 
Knyphausen,  it  is  said,  brought  over  his  carriage,  expecting  to 
have  considerable  use  for  it.  There  is  a  brigade  left  to  watch 
their  motions  at  Elizabethtown,  with  a  number  of  the  militia. 
They  are  in  such  force  that  it  is  supposed  they  intend  to  pene- 
trate the  country,  and  from  some  hints  that  have  dropped,  they 
have  Pennsylvania  in  their  eye,  if  they  can  beat  General 
Washington.' 

A  British  officer  gives  the  following  account  of  the  recent 
operations  of  the  royal  army  in  New  Jersey  : — "  On  Tuesday 
night,  (6th,)  the  British  troops  made  their  first  British  Am>«mt  of 
landing  upon  Elizabethtown  meadows,  and  were  th°°Ky"8ln 
crossed  over  by  divisions  in  succession  from  Staten  Island,  with 
some  light  artillery,  taking  their  route  by  Elizabethtown  and 
Connecticut  Fanns,  towards  Springfield. 

"  Dayton's  regiment  receiving  intimation  of  our  approach, 
retired  with  precipitation,  as  did  also  the  other  Jersey  regi- 
ments which  compose  Maxwell's  brigade,  from  their  position 
near  Camp's.  The  militia  of  the  country,  although  incapable 
of  making  any  fixed  resistance,  did  their  utmost  to  incommode 
the  troops  upon  their  march ;  and  collecting  from  different 
quarters,  they  assembled  in  some  force  in  the  vicinity  of 
Springfield,  forming  a  junction  with  the  Jersey  brigade  at 
that  place ;  and  it  is  said  that  in  the  course  of  Wednesday, 
the  seventh  instant,  they  were  supported  by  another  brigade 
detached  from  Morristown. 

"The  troops  halted  upon  some  heights  beyond  Connecticut 
Farms,  where  they  were  ordered  to  take  post  till  such  time  as 
the  remainder  of  the  artillery,  the  provision  and  other  wagons, 
with  the  corps  which  brought  up  the  rear,  joined  the  army. 
From  this  circumstance  it  is  probable  the  rebels  conceived  that 
whatever  might  have  been  the  original  plan,  it  was  intended 
to  penetrate  no  farther.  Increasing  in  numbers,  they  used 
every  exertion  in  their  power,  in  flying  parties,  to  fire  upon 
the  advanced  pickets  ;  and  during  the  course  of  the  day  they 

•  PcnnnylTania  Packet,  Jane  IS. 
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made  different  attacks  upon  a  body  of  Jagers,  which  was  ad- 
vanced upon  the  Springfield  road.  This  produced  much  firing 
upon  both  sides. 

u  During  the  course  of  the  evening,  it  is  reported  that  infor- 
mation was  received  from  the  southward,  which  rendered  it 
expedient  to  defer  the  object  in  agitation  ;  and  about  two  hours 
afterwards  the  troops  returned  towards  Elizabethtown,  withont 
a  single  shot  being  fired,  taking  post  upon  the  heights  near  the 
Point. 

"  On  Thursday  the  eighth  instant,  the  rebels  advanced  in 
some  force  to  Elizabethtown,  and  made  an  attack  upon  the 
twenty -second  regiment,  which  was  posted  some  little  distance 
in  front  of  the  line.  This  regiment  was  ordered  to  fall  back, 
and  the  rebels  conceiving  it  was  the  rear  guard  of  the  army, 
they  advanced  with  some  rapidity,  but  were  soon  checked,  and 
retired  with  precipitation. 

"  The  loss  sustained  during  the  course  of  this  service  is  in- 
considerable ;  nor  can  that  of  the  rebels  be  determined,  as  they 
conceal  it. 

"  Whilst  the  troops  were  advancing  to  Connecticut  Farms, 
the  rebels  fired  out  of  the  houses,  agreeable  to  their  usual 
Brfti.h  Arr  ant  or  practice,  from  which  circumstance  Mrs.  Caldwell 
'Vttth.1  had  the  misfortune  to  be  shot  by  a  random  ball. 
What  heightens  the  singularity  of  this  lady's  fate  is,  that  upon 
inquiry,  it  appears  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  shot  was  fired 
by  the  rebels  themselves,  as  it  entered  the  side  of  the  house 
from  their  direction,  and  lodged  in  the  wall  nearest  to  the 
troops,  when  advancing.  The  manner  in  which  the  rebels  ag- 
gravate this  unfortunate  affair  in  their  publications,  is  of  a 
piece  with  their  uniform  conduct — plausible,  but  fallacious ; 
nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  if  a  rebellion  which  originated  in 
falsehood,  is  prosecuted  with  deceit.  The  soldiery  received 
with  smiles  one  moment,  and  the  following  instant  butchered 
(for  in  a  military  view  it  merits  no  other  name)  by  a  set  of 
people,  who,  by  their  clothing  and  appointments,  cannot  be 
distinguished  from  the  quiet  inhabitants  of  the  country,  may 
well  be  supposed  to  be  exasperated  ;  nor  need  we  be  surprised 
at  their  using  the  torch  to  dwellings  which  they  find  hourly 
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occupied  by  armed  men,  who  either  want  the  generosity  or  the 
spirit  to  close  the  present  unhappy  contest  by  a  manly,  open, 
soldier-like  decorum.  Whatever  may  be  the  humane  wishes 
of  the  commanders,  human  nature  at  times  steps  over  the  bar- 
rier of  discipline,  and  men  of  judgment  and  wisdom,  in  the 
great  scale  of  political  reasoning,  do  not  wonder  at  occurrences 
which  their  private  feelings  shrink  at ;  such  are  the  effects  of 
intestine  divisions.  Miserable  is  the  fate  of  that  country  which 
is  the  theatre  of  such  a  quarrel ;  and  accursed  is  the  man,  or 
the  set  of  men,  who,  from  motives  of  private  lucre  or  inordi- 
nate ambition,  have  fanned  a  flame  which,  if  they  were  willing, 
they  are  now,  perhaps,  unable  to  extinguish." 1 

June  14. — Nathan  Kerr,  the  pastor  of  Goshen,  in  New 
York,  in  a  sermon  delivered  the  last  shearing  time  to  his  flock, 
previous  to  the  sending  his  deacons  among  them  Bev  Nmthan 
to  collect  the  fleece,  used  many  curious  and  pa-  Kerr- 
thetic  arguments  to  indnco  them  to  pay  in  their  several  sub- 
scriptions with  a  proper  allowance  for  the  depreciation  of  the 
paper  currency.  lie  complained  much  of  the  injustice  of  a 
contrary  conduct,  and  charged  the  neglect  of  the  ministers  in 
this  respect,  upon  them,  as  one  of  those  crying  sins  which  had 
called  down  so  many  heavy  judgments  on  their  heads.  That 
these  might  be  removed;  he  strongly  recommended  to  them  to 
repent,  particularly  of  the  heinous  sin  of  defrauding  the  min- 
isters. Then,  with  uplifted  eyes  and  hands,  and  plaintive  tone 
of  voice,  addressed  himself  to  the  Almighty  in  nearly  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  "  O  God  !  our  corn  is  blasted  1  our  fruit  is  all 
cut  off!  our  flax  is  caught  under  the  snow,  so  that  we  shall 
soon  have  neither  shirt  nor  shift!  And  what,  oh  Qod!  dost 
You  intend  to  do  with  thy  people  next  ?  " 1 

June  24. — Yesterday  morning,  the  British  marched  in 
force  from  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey,  under  command  of 
the  unprincipled,  mercenary  Knyphauscn.    After     nWfWl  on 
driving  in  the  American  pickets,  they  reached  pPrinKa^N •* 
Connecticut  Farms  about  sunrise,  where  a  scattering  fire  bc- 
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gan  between  them  and  a  few  of  the  advanced  troops,  assisted 
by  part  of  the  militia.  However,  as  the  Americans  had  but 
two  Continental  brigades,  and  two  brigades  of  militia,  and  the 
enemy's  force,  by  estimation,  five  thousand  men  and  six  pieces 
of  artillery,  they  could  give  them  but  little  impediment  until 
they  arrived  at  Springfield  bridge,  where  a  very  obstinate  re- 
sistance was  made  to  their  passing  it.  After  a  very  consider- 
able loss,  the  British  carried  it  and  entered  the  village.  The 
Americans  retired  to  the  ridge  of  hills  in  rear  of  the  town, 
and  took  their  position,  expecting  them  to  advance  towards 
Morristown  ;  but  after  recovering  from  their  fatigue,  collecting 
their  killed  and  wounded,  they  began  a  most  distressing  scene. 
They  burned  the  Presbyterian  ineeting-house,  and  nineteen 
dwelling-houses,  with  the  chief  of  their  standing  furniture. 
They  then  began  a  most  rapid  retreat,  and  the  Americans  pur- 
sued them  to  their  works,  killing  and  wounding  many  of  them. 
During  their  expedition,  several  of  them  deserted,  both  British 
and  Hessians.  The  American  loss  is  very  small ;  onlv  one 
officer  fell — First  Lieutenant  Thompson,  of  artillery,  a  very 
brave  man. 

This  morning  some  of  the  horsemen  have  been  down  to 
Elizabethtown,  and  find  that  the  British  went  over  to  Staten 
Island  last  night,  took  up  their  bridge,  and  bid  us  farewell. 
Deserters  and  prisoners  agree  that  their  next  expedition  will 
be  carried  on  up  the  North  River.1 

Dueino  the  siege  of  Charleston,  parties  were  frequently 
sent  down  to  beat  up  the  British  quarters  about  Savannah, 
colonel  Twigg»'  witn  a  view  to  distress  the  enemy,  and  to  draw 
Expert  troops  from  the  siege.  Colonel  Twiggs,  with  hia 
men,  united  with  a  party  of  South  Carolina  militia,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Pickens,  a  very  gallant,  good  officer,  went 
down  with  respectable  force,  and  drove  the  enemy  within  their 
redoubts.  They  took  post  upon  Ogeechee,  the  latter  at  But- 
ler's plantations,  two  miles  from  the  ferry  ;  and  the  former  on 
Governor  "Wright's,  lying  upon  the  river.  A  party  of  one 
hundred  men,  drawn  chiefly  from  the  corps  of  York  volun- 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  camp,  in  the  New  Jersey  Gazette,  June  28. 
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teers,  and  a  Hessian  regiment,  was  sent  out  of  Savannah  to 
attack  them,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Conklin,  of  Cruger's 
battalion.  Colonel  Twiggs'  post  being  nearest  the  enemy,  of 
course  had  first  to  engage.  Conklin  planned  the  attack  in  the 
usual  way  of  the  British,  in  front  and  flank,  which  would  ap- 
pear the  more  distressing  as  the  colonel  had  but  thirty-two 
men  with  him.  He  detached  Captain  Innman  with  eight  men, 
to  check  the  detour  on  his  left,  under  Lieutenant  Supple,  with 
fifteen  men,  while  he  himself,  with  the  remainder,  opposed  the 
enemy's  main  body  under  Captain  Conklin.  The  colonel's  men 
are  celebrated  for  sure  shots ;  and  being  so  much  inferior  in 
numbers,  and  Colonel  Pickens  too  far  distant  to  succor  him  in 
time,  he  had  recourse  to  an  expedient  which,  in  such  cases,  is 
certainly  justifiable.  lie  ordered  some  of  his  best  marksmen 
to  rush  up  and  single  out  the  officers,  which  was  executed  in  a 
moment.  Captain  Conklin  fell  by  a  mortal  wound,  as  did  his 
lower  officers ;  and  the  men  being  without  an  officer,  save  a 
corporal,  were  soon  routed;  eleven  were  killed,  and  more 
wounded.  Captain  Innman,  on  the  left,  was  not  less  successful. 
He  met  Supple  with  half  his  number,  threw  himself  into  a 
barn  he  was  obliged  to  pass,  killed  six  of  his  men,  wounded 
him,  and  obliged  him  to  retire.  The  colonel  and  captain  then 
uniting,  pushed  after  the  enemy,  and  took  several  prisoners ; 
but  having  boats  ready,  they  crossed  the  river,  and  made  good 
their  retreat  to  Savannah,  where  all  the  officers  of  the  party 
have  since  died  of  their  wounds.  Colonel  Twiggs,  upon  this 
occasion,  had  but  one  man  wounded,  who  is  since  well. 

It  is  by  such  exertions  that  Georgia  has  hitherto  maintained 
her  independence.  And  if  these  actions  are  not  great,  they 
are  at  least  brilliant.  Nor  can  we  fear  that  men  of  such  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  will  over  be  destroyed  by  a  few  cow- 
ardly Tories.1 

July  1. — The  Gazette  of  to-day  contains  the  following 
"  Sentiments  of  a  Lady  in  New  Jersey: " — The  sentiments  of. 
war  carried  on  by  the  British  nation  against  my  woman, 
native  country,  cannot  fail  to  excite  in  the  humane  and  vir- 

.    ..  .      .  .     ■  > 

1  PennsylTania  Packet,  August  1. 
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taous  mind  sentiments  very  unfavorable  to  the  authors  and 
instruments  of  such  a  variety  of  complicated  evils  .and  mis* 
fortunes  as  we  hare  Buffered  in  the  course  of  it. 

The  contest  began  on  their  part  without  principle — has 
been  prosecuted  without  humanity.  Devoid  of  those  senti- 
ments and  that  conduct  which  do  so  much  honor  to  the  civil- 
ized nations  of  Europe,  even  in  the  time  of  war,  they  have 
thrown  off  all  restraint,  and  fully  displayed,  in  their  military 
operations  in  this  part  of  the  world,  the  true  characteristics  of 
their  country — a  fierce  and  barbarous  spirit,  resisting,  contrary 
to  the  common  rule,  the  ordinary  effects  which  refinement 
of  manners  and  a  high  _  degree  of  polish  usually  have  on  the 
minds  of  men  in  softening  them  to  humanity,  constitutes  their 
real  character. 

Were  I  unconnected  with  Americans  by  tics  of  friendship 
or  blood, — were  I  not  attached  by  that  love  of  one's  country 
which  is  inherent  in  some  degree  in  every  breast,  and  partakes 
of  the  nature  of  that  instinctive  affection  which  we  bear  to  our 
parents  and  kindred,  wero  I  situated  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
world,  unagitated  by  the  incidents  of  the  day,  which  are  the 
more  interesting  the  nigher  we  are  to  the  scene  of  war,  the 
bare  recital  of  their  unjust  claims,  their  cruelties,  and  their 
crimes,  would  fill  my  soul  with  horror,  and  I  should  regard 
them  not  only  as  unprovoked  aggressors,  but  as  enemies  by 
principle  and  example  to  mankind  in  general. 

But  as  if  it  were  not  enough  unjustly  to  spill  the  blood  of 
our  count rymen,  to  lay  waste  the  fields,  to  destroy  our  dwell- 
ings, and  even  the  houses  consecrated  and  set  apart  for  the 
worship  of  the  Supreme  Being,  they  have  desolated  the  aged 
and  unprotected,  and  even  waged  war  against  our  sex.  "Who 
that  has  heard  of  the  burning  of  Charlestown,  in  New  England 
— of  the  wanton  destruction  of  Norfolk  and  Falmouth — of 
their  wasting  the  fine  improvements  in  the  environs  of  Phila- 
delphia— of  the  tragical  death  of  Miss  M'Crea,  torn  from  her 
house,  murdered  and  scalped  by  a  band  of  savages  hired  and 
set  on  by  British  emissaries— of  the  melancholy  fate  of  Mrs. 
Caldwell,  put  to  death  in  her  own  house  in  the  late  incursion 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  general  havoc  which  at  this  time  marks 
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their  footsteps  in  their  route  through  a  part  of  this  State— but 
would  wish  to  avert  from  themselves,  their  kindred,  their  prop- 
erty, and  their  country  in  general,  so  heavy  misfortunes. 

These  arc  truths  sufficiently  affecting  to  touch  with  pity 
and  compassion  even  hearts  hard  as  marble,  and  cannot  fail  to 
make  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  in  the  minds  of  all. 

These  feelings  and  these  sentiments  have  been  particularly 
manifested  by  the  ladies  of  Philadelphia  in  their  liberal  con- 
tributions of  money  towards  rendering  the  situation  of  the  sol- 
diery of  the  Continental  army  more  convenient  and  comforta- 
ble. It  is  to  this  class  of  men  we  more  immediately  owe  our 
defence  and  protection ;  they  have  borne  the  weight  of  the 
war,  and  met  danger  in  every  quarter ;  and  what  is  higher 
praise,  they  have  with  Roman  courage  and  perseverance  suf- 
fered the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  the  attacks  of  hunger,  and 
the  pain  of  long  and  fatiguing  marches  through  parts  before 
unexplored  by  armies,  and  which  had  scarcely  ever  before 
borne  the  print  of  human  feet. 

It  was  enough  for  these  bravo  men  to  reflect  they  were  en- 
gaged in  the  best  and  most  glorious  of  all  causes — that  of  de- 
fending the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  country — to  induco 
them  to  behave  with  60  much  resolution  and  fortitude.  Their 
many  sufferings  so  cheerfully  undergone,  highly  merit  our 
gratitude  and -sincere  thanks,  and  claim  all  the  assistance  wo 
can  afford  their  distresses.  If  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to 
do  from  the  double  motive  of  religion  and  a  love  of  liberty 
what  some  ladies  of  the  highest  rank  in  the  Court  of  France 
every  day  perform  from  motives  of  religion  only,  in  the  hos- 
pitals of  the  sick  and  diseased,  let  us  animate  one  another  to 
contribute  from  our  purses  in  proportion  to  our  circumstances  to- 
wards the  support  and  comfort  of  tlio  brave  men  who  are  fight- 
ing and  suffering  for  us  on  the  field.  We  ought  to  do  this  if  we 
desire  to  keep  the  enemy  from  our  borders — if  we  wish  that  there 
may  not  be  occasion  to  call  forth  our  husbands,  our  children, 
and  our  dearest  friends,  to  risk  their  lives  again  in  our  defence. 
I  can  truly  say  that  I  have  experienced  the  most  heart-rending 
anxieties  when  my  friends  and  relations  have  been  called  upon 
as  free  citizens  to  march  against  the  enemy  ;  and  the  pangs  I 
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have  suffered  on  such  occasions  have  made  it  easy  for  me  to 
gi  ve  credit  to  the  account  we  have  in  the  history  of  ancient 
Rome,  of  the  two  matrons  who  died  for  joy,  one  at  the  gate  of 
the  city,  the  other  at  her  own  house,  at  the  sight  of  their  sons, 
who  returned  in  safety  after  the  battle  at  the  Lake  of  Thrasy- 
mcne.  When  I  say  this,  I  mean  only  to  express  the  feelings 
of  a  woman,  my  sentiments  being  ever  in  favor  of  that  spirit 
which  my  countrymen  have  so  often  manifested  when  their 
services  have  been  required.1 

July  4. — Tub  ladies  of  Trenton,  in  New  Jersey,  emulating 
the  noble  example  of  their  patriotic  sisters  of  Pennsylvania/ 
and  being  desirous  of  manifesting  their  zeal  in 
the  glorious  cause  of  American  liberty,  having 
assembled  this  day  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a  subscrip- 
tion for  the  relief  and  encouragement  of  those  brave  men  in 
the  Continental  army,  who,  stimulated  by  example,  and  re- 
gardless of  danger,  have  so  repeatedly  suffered,  fought,  and 
bled  in  the  cause  of  virtue  and  their  oppressed  country ;  and 
taking  into  consideration  the  scattered  situation  of  the  well 
disposed  through  the  State,  who  would  wish  to  contribute  to 
so  laudable  an  undertaking,  have,  for  the  convenience  of  such, 
and  the  more  effectually  to  carry  their  scheme  into  execution, 
unanimously  appointed  Mrs.  Cox,  Mrs.  Dickinson,  Mis.  Fur- 
man,  and  Miss  Cadwallader  a  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  immediately  to  open  subscriptions,  and  to  correspond  with 
tho  ladies  hereafter  named,  of  the  different  counties  through- 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  July  12. 

*  An  officer,  in  a  letter  from  the  American  camp,  dated  June  29,  says : — "The 
patriotism  of  the  women  of  Philadelphia  is  a  subject  of  conversation  with  the 
army.  Had  I  poetic  genius,  I  would  sit  down  and  write  an  ode  in  praise  of  it. 
Burgoyne,  who,  on  his  flint  appointment  fo  America,  boasted  that  he  would  dance 
with  the  ladies  and  coax  the  men  into  submission,  must  now  have  a  better  under- 
standing of  the  good  sense  and  public  spirit  of  our  females,  as  he  has  already  had 
of  the  fortitude  and  inflexible  temper  of  our  heroes.  We  do  not  suppose  that  these 
contributions  can  be  any  stable  support  to  the  campaign  for  any  length  of  time; 
but,  as  it  is  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  army,  it  has  given  particular  satisfaction,  and 
it  may  be  a  great  temporary  service.  Nothing  has  been  more  discouraging  for 
some  time  past,  than  to  believe  that  we  were  neglected,  or  almost  lost  from  the 
remembrance  of  our  fellow-citizens." — Pcnn*yltania  Packet,  July  8. 
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out  the  State,  requesting  their  aid  and  influence  in  the  several 
districts.  And  in  order  the  more  expeditiously  to  carry  their 
scheme  into  execution,  the  ladies  now  met  have  taken  the  lib- 
erty to  solicit  the  interest  of  the  following  ladies,  in  promoting 
the  said  subscriptions,  viz. :  For  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  Mrs. 
(Vice-President)  Stevens,  Mrs.  (Judge)  Smith,  Mrs.  (Charles) 
Coxe,  Mrs.  R.  Stevens,  Mrs.  Hanna,  Mrs.  T.  Lowrey,  Mrs.  J. 
Sexton,  Mrs.  B.  Van  Cleve,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Berry,  Mrs.  (Doc- 
tor) Burnet ;  County  of  Sussex,  Mrs.  (Counsellor)  Ogden,  Mrs. 
(Colonel)  Thomson,  Mrs.  (Major)  Hoops,  Mrs.  T.  Anderson; 
County  of  Bergen,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Dey,  Mrs.  Fell,  Mre.  Kuy- 
per,  Mrs.  Erskine,  Mrs.  (Major)  Dey ;  County  of  Morris,  Mrs. 
(Counsellor)  Condict,  Mrs.  (Parson)  Jones,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Hem- 
sen,  Mrs.  Vanzant,  Mrs.  Carmichael,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Cook,  Mrs. 
Faesch ;  County  of  Essex,  Mrs.  (Governor)  Livingston,  Mrs. 
C.  Camp,  Mrs.  (Doctor)  Burnet,  Mrs.  (Elisha)  Boudinot,  Mrs. 
Hornblower ;  County  of  Middlesex,  Mrs.  Neilson,  Mrs.  (Coun- 
sellor) Deare,  Mrs.  (George)  Morgan,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Neilson, 
Mrs.  Neilson,  Mrs.  (Daniel)  Marsh ;  County  of  Monmouth, 
Mrs.  (General)  Forman,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Scudder,  Mrs.  Kewclb 
Mrs.  (Peter)  Foreman,  Mrs.  (Jacob)  Wick  off,  Mrs.  (Peter) 
Covcnhoven ;  County  of  Burlington,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Cox,  Mrs. 
(Counsellor)  Tallman,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Borden,  Mrs.  (Secretary) 
Reed,  Mrs.  (Captain)  Reed ;  County  of  Somerset,  Lady  Stir- 
ling, Mrs.  (General)  Morris,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Martin,  Mrs.  (At- 
torney-General) Pattison,  Mrs.  R.  Stockton ;  County  of  Glou- 
cester, Mrs.  (Colonel)  Clark,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Wescott,  Mrs.  (Col- 
onel) Ellis,  Mi*s.  (Colonel)  Hugg,  Mrs.  Bloomfield ;  County  of 
Salem,  Mrs.  (Colonel)  Dick,  Mrs.  Mayhew,  Mrs.  Taggart ;  Coun- 
ty of  Cumberland,  Mrs.  (Counsellor)  Buck,  Mrs.  Harris,  Mrs. 
Elmer,  Mrs.  Bowen,  Mrs.  Fitman ;  County  of  Capo  May,  Mrs. 
(Counsellor)  Hand,  Mrs.  AVhildon,  Mrs.  Townsend,  Mrs.  Hil- 
dreth,  whose  well-known  patriotism  leaves  no  room  to  doubt 
of  their  best  exertions  in  the  promotion  of  an  undertaking  so 
humane  and  praiseworthy ;  and  that  they  will  be  happy  in 
forwarding  the  amount  of  their  several  collections,  either  with 
or  without  the  names  of  the  donors,  which  will  be  immediately 
transmitted  by  Mrs.  (Moore)  Furman,  who  is  hereby  appointed 
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Trcasuress,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  commander-in-chief,  agree- 
able to  the  general  plan. 

As  the  ladies  here  would  wish  to  expedite  the  good  work 
as  much  ae  possible,  they  have  appointed  Miss  Dagworthy  of 
Trenton,  their  Secretary,  who  will  receive  and  answer  ail  letters 
that  the  ladies  of  tho  different  counties  may  think  proper  to 
favor  her  with  on  the  occasion,  and  to  furnish  them  proper 
subscription  papers  as  soon  as  possible.' 

July  10. — On  Thursday  last,  (0th,)  the  brig  Admiral  Rod- 
ney, of  sixteen  carriage-guns  and  eighty-three  men,  commanded 
Fiohtoff  by  Captain  Daniel  Moore,  sailed  from  Sandy 
Hook  on  a  cruise,  and  on  Saturday,  (Sth,)  in  lat- 
itude 39°  26',  longitude  74°,  fell  in  with  a  rebel  brig,  (sup- 
posed to  be  the  Kolkcr,  of  Philadelphia,)  of  sixteen  guns,  two 
cohorns,  and  a  tier  of  swivels,  and  full  of  men.  At  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  very  closo  and  furious  engagement 
commenced  between  them,  and  in  about  twenty  minutes  after 
the  action  began,  the  gallant  Captain  Moore  was  mortally 
wounded  in  the  head  by  a  swivel-shot,  while  issuing  his  orders 
with  that  coolness  and  composure  of  mind  which  ever  charac- 
terize the  brave,  and,  by  his  spirited  conduct,  exciting  the 
crew  to  follow  so  good  an  example.  The  action,  which  lasted 
three  glasses,  was  continued  with  groat  spirit  by  the  officers 
who  succeeded  to  the  command,  and  every  individual  on  board 
bebaved  with  that  intrepidity  and  valor  which  has  ever  dis- 
tinguished British  seamen.  So  much  justice  should  be  done 
the  rebel  crew  as  to  say  that,  though  in  an  infamous  cause, 
they  did  not  exhibit  any  symptoms  of  cowardice  until  half- 
past  live  o'clock  ;  when,  after  receiving  a  well-directed  broad- 
side from  the  Rodney,  they  uttered  a  dreadful  scream,  made 
sail,  and  ran  off. 

The  Rodney  chased  about  an  hour ;  but  totally  disabled  in 
her  rigging,  her  mainsail  and  boom  overboard,  and  not  a  single 
brace  standing,  she  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  give  over  a  vain 
pursuit  and  make  the  best  of  her  way  for  Kew  York,  where  sho 
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arrived  tho  following  evening.  Captain  Moore  expired  at  four 
o'clock  this  morning,  to  the  inexpressible  grief  of  his  gallant 
crew,  and  deservedly  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him.  Tin's 
last  and  melancholy  proof  was  not  wanting  to  evince  his  zeal 
in  the  service  of  his  King  and  country.  He  had  early  taken  an 
active  part  towards  the  suppression  of  a  rebellion  which  ho 
uniformly  detested,  and  which,  while  he  had  life,  he  was  de- 
termined to  oppose.  In  a  few  words,  it  may  with  truth  bo 
said,  that  he  died  as  he  had  ever  lived — a  faithful  subject,  a 
good  citizen,  an  honest  man. 

His  remains  were  interred  this  evening  in  the  family  vault 
in  Trinity  church-yard,  New  York,  attended  by  a  numerous 
and  respectable  company— the  Marine  Society — together  with 
the  owners  and  officers  of  the  brig ;  and  as  many  of  the  gallant 
crew  as  could  be  spared  ashore  showed  their  respect  to  his 
memory  by  attending  the  funeral.1 

JVly  12. — A  few  days  ago  died,  of  the  wounds  he  re- 
ceived in  nobly  fighting  in  defence  of  his  country,  Nathaniel 
Fitz  Randolph,  Esq.,  late  of  Woodbridgc,  in  Jer-  Nll(hRn,,., 
sey.  This  gentleman's  zeal  and  activity,  joined  F,tI  ,'an,,,,,f,h- 
with  tho  most  intrepid  bravery,  had  long  rendered  him  obnox- 
ious to  the  vindictive  rage  and  cruelty  of  a  British  enemy, 
who  has  stained  the  pages  of  modem  history  with  indelible 
marks  of  inhuman  barbarity  and  savage  cruelty.  Twice  ho 
fell  into  their  ruthless  hands,  and  suffered  all  the  tortures  of 
long  confinement  in  the  provost  guard,  at  New  York,  from 
whence  he  had  lately  been  delivered." 

A  French  officer  of  Pulaski's  corps,  being  asked  the  num- 
ber of  wounds  he  received  in  the  American  ser- 
vice, answered  fourteen.  Another  officer  standing 
by  observed  he  had  too  many.  "  No,"  replied  the  veteran, 
«  you  surely  will  allow  one  for  tho  King  of  France." ' 

July  19. — Tins  morning,  tho  first  and  second  Pennsylvania 
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brigades,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Wayne,  marched 
from  their  respective  encampments  for  the  purpose  of  collect- 
w»jne*i  Attack  ing  and  bringing  off  those  cattle  in  Bergen  county, 

on  the  Hewn        *>       _  6.  8  _        &.  J1 

Biwk  iiouac.  Aew  Jersey,  immediately  exposed  to  the  enemy. 
After  executing  the  order,  General  Wayne,  on  his  return, 
visited  a  block-house  in  the  vicinity  of  Bergen  town,  built 
and  garrisoned  by  a  number  of  refugees,  to  prevent  the  disa- 
greeable necessity  of  being  forced  into  the  British  sea-servicc. 
The  work  was  found  proof  against  light  artillery,  when  a  part 
of  the  first  and  second  Pennsylvania  regiments  were  ordered 
to  attempt  it  by  assault ;  when,  after  forcing  their  way  through 
the  abattisjmd  pickets,  a  retreat  was  indispensably  necessary, 
there  being  no  other  entrance  into  the  block-house  but  a  sub- 
terraneous passage,  sufficient  for  one  man  to  pass.  The 
American  loss  consists  of  sixty-nine,  including  three  officers, 
killed  and  wounded.  Lieutenant  Moody,  and  six  of  his  party, 
were  taken  on  their  return  from  an  excursion  to  Sussex.1 

July  22. — A  correspondent  of  the  London  Chronicle,  of 
this  date,  gives  the  following  short  sketch  of  the  life  and 
Enjriuh  Nntice  character  of  General  Washington : — "  As  this  gen- 
o>  Wellington,  tleman  always  refused  to  accept  of  any  pecuniary 
appointment  for  his  public  services,  no  salary  has  been  appointed 
by  Congress  to  his  important  command,  and  he  only  draws 
weekly  for  the  expenses  of  his  public  table,  and  other  necessary 
demands. 

"  General  Washington  having  never  been  in  Europe,  could 
not  possibly  have  seen  much  military  service  when  the  armies 
of  Britain  were  sent  to  subdue  the  Americans ;  yet  still,  for 
a  variety  of  reasons,  he  was  by  much  tho  most  proper  man  on 
the  continent,  and  probably  anywhere  else,  to  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  an  American  army.  The  very  high  estimation  in 
which  he  stood  for  integrity  and  honor,  his  engaging  in  tho 
cause  of  his  country  from  sentiment,  and  conviction  of  her 
wrongs,  his  moderation  in  politics,  his  extensive  property,  and 
his  approved  abilities  as  a  commander,  were  motives  which 
necessarily  obliged  the  choice  of  America  to  fall  upon  him. 
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"That  nature  has  given  General  Washington  extraordinary 
military  talents,  will  hardly  be  controverted  by  his  most  bitter 
enemies.  Having  been  early  actuated  with  a  warm  passion  to 
serve  his  country  in  the  military  line,  he  has  greatly  improved 
his  talents  by  nu wearied  industry,  a  close  application  to  the 
best  writers  upon  tactics,  and  by  a  more  than  common  method 
and  exactness.  In  realitv,  when  it  comes  to  be  considered  that 
at  first  he  only  headed  a  body  of  men  entirely  unacquainted 
with  military  discipline  or  operations,  somewhat  ungovernable 
in  temper,  and  who,  at  best,  could  be  only  styled  an  alert  and 
good  militia ;  acting  under  very  short  enlistments,  unclothed, 
unaccoutred,  and  at  all  times  very  ill  supplied  with  ammuni- 
tion and  artillery ;  and  that  with  such  an  army  he  withstood 
the  ravages  and  progress  of  near  forty  thousand  veteran  troops, 
plentifully  provided  with  every  necessary  article,  commanded 
by  the  bravest  officers  in  Europe,  and  supported  by  a  very 
powerful  navy,  which  effectually  prevented  all  movements  by 
water — when  all  this  comes  to  be  impartially  considered,  we 
may  venture  to  pronounce  that  General  Washington  may  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  military  ornaments  of  the 
present  age. 

"  General  "Washington  is  now  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his 
age.  He  is  a  tall,  well-made  man,  rather  large  boned,  and  has  a 
tolerably  genteel  address,  his  features  are  manly  and  bold,  his 
eyes  of  a  bluish  cast,  and  very  lively  ;  his  hair  a  deep  brown,  his 
face  rather  long,  and  marked  with  the  small-pox ;  his  complexion 
sun-burnt,  and  without  much  color,  and  his  countenance  sensi- 
ble, composed,  and  thoughtful.  There  is  a  remarkable  air  of 
dignity  about  him,  with  a  striking  degree  of  gracefulness ;  he  has 
an  excellent  understanding,  without  much  quickness ;  is  strictly 
just,  vigilant,  and  generous ;  an  affectionate  husband,  a  faithful 
friend,  a  father  to  the  deserving  soldier,  gentle  in  his  manners,  in 
temper  rather  reserved  ;  a  total  stranger  to  religious  prejudices, 
which  have  so  often  excited  Christians  of  one  denomination  to 
cut  the  throats  of  those  of  another.  In  his  morals  he  is  irre- 
proachable, and  was  never  known  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  the 
most  rigid  temperance.  In  a  word,  all  his  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances universally  allow,  that  no  man  ever  united  in  his  own 
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character  a  more  perfect  alliance  of  the  virtues  of  the  philoso- 
pher with  the  talents  of  a  general.  Candor,  sincerity,  affa- 
bility, and  simplicity,  seem  to  be  the  striking  features  of  his 
character,  until  an  occasion  offers  of  displaying  the  most  de- 
termined bravery  and  independence  of  spirit"  1 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  December  6. 
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August  1. — Arguments  at  this  period  of  the  war  to  prove 
the  justice  of  our  cause,  or  the  importance  of  the  controversy, 
would  be  useless,  nay,  would  be  insults  to  our 
understandings.  But  our  successes  in  arms  and  in  A°  AppeaL 
gaining  the  powerful  alliances  of  foreign  nations,  have  lulled 
us  into  a  dangerous  security.  We  neither  want  wisdom  to 
conduct,  nor  courage  to  iinish,  what  we  have  carried  so  far 
with  unequalled  reputation.  But  as  the  bravest  minds  are  the 
most  tender  and  gentle,  our  6oft  feelings  have  betrayed  us  too 
Boon  into  a  forgiving  indolence,  and  led  us  to  hope  that  the 
war  may  be  finished  without  those  vigorous  exertions  which 
may  prove  bloody  to  us,  and  must  end  in  the  total  destruction 
of  our  enemies.  Save  Britain  !  has  been  the  common  cry.  It 
was  our  own.  The  Britons  have  schooled  us  out  of  our  error, 
and  taught  us  that  we  must  entirely  put  out  the  flame,  or  lose 
the  building. 

Britain  hath  long  seen  that  the  conquest  of  America,  by 
force  alone,  is  impracticable.  She  has  therefore  had  recourse 
to  stratagems,  by  which  she  hopes  to  gain  an  accommodation, 
if  not  a  victory ;  an  accommodation  that  will  give  such 
power  to  neutrals  and  Tories  as  will  gain  a  slower,  but  not  less 
certain,  nor  less  fatal,  victory  in  the  end.  To  accomplish  this 
she  has  too  well  succeeded  in  depreciating  our  money,  by  her 
emissaries  both  without  and  within  our  lines  and  councils.  But 
she  can  never  accomplish  her  design  unless  our  zeal  and  vigor 
are  depreciated  with  our  money.  This  is  now  attempted  by 
various  means.    Some  they  endeavor  to  crush  by  making 
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rapid  excursions  and  cruelly  and  totally  divesting  them  of 
their  property  ;  others  are  stolen  from  their  beds  into  captiv- 
ity ;  others  are  allured  by  hopes  and  fears,  to  trade  and  parole 
submission.  By  thus  gradually  removing  from  the  lines  6uch 
spirits  as  they  cannot  tame,  and  enlarging  their  connections 
among  the  meaner  sort,  they  hope  gradually  to  make  their  way 
into  the  country.  AVe  are,  therefore,  often  told  by  their  abet- 
tors that  they  can  go  where  they  please,  and  take  whom  they 
will.  One  to  save  his  house  will  declare,  "  That  no  rebel  gun 
was  ever  fired  from  behind  it ; "  another  to  save  his  person, 
seeks  a  parole,  or  refuses  to  take  any  active  part.  The  calam- 
ities of  war  are  held  up  in  magnified  prospects  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  mild  terms  offered  by  the  enemy  more  falsely 
trumpeted  upon  the  other.  The  most  horrid  murders,  and 
other  barbarities  committed  by  them,  are  attributed  to  acci- 
dent, or  the  error  of  some  irresponsible  individual.  And  from 
Lord  North  downward,  they  are  all  declaring  they  do  not 
mean  to  injure  America,  but  to  watch  the  favorable  movement 
of  the  war  to  give  the  Americans  peace  and  order.  That  all 
their  barbarity  in  the  field,  the  destruction  of  our  prop- 
erty, and  the  far  more  cruelly  slow  murders  of  thousands  in 
their  prisons,  is  only  designed  for  our  good,  and  to  prepare  us 
for  the  olive  branch.  By  such  pretensions  some  are  imposed 
upon,  and  by  the  same,  our  public  danger  is  increased.  Yet 
how  little  reason  there  is  for  the  imposition,  reflection  will 
soon  convince. 

The  death  of  our  paper  currency  and  the  fall  of  Charleston 
(S.  C.)  happening  near  together,  flushed  the  hopes  of  the  Brit- 
ish, and,  in  their  opinions,  gained  them  the  point  which  Lord 
North  deemed  proper  for  extending  the  olive  branch.  But 
what  was  their  conduct  ?  In  the  south,  tjieir  cruelty,  and  the 
high  demands  of  Clinton's  proclamations,  were  sufficient  to 
draw  the  pale  ghosts  from  the  graves  of  their  former  fears, 
resolved  to  check  the  tyrant  or  deliver  themselves  by  an  hon- 
orable death  in  arms.  And  amongst  us  their  barbarities  rose 
with  their  hopes,  till  they  have  proved  to  us,  by  the  strong 
language  of  plunder,  flames,  and  murder,  that  they  only 
waited  for  power  wholly  to  desolate  the  friends  of  liberty. 
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Our  dwelling-houses* and  temples  in  flames  before  our  eyes; 
the  aged,  the  widow,  the  fatherless,  insulted,  beaten,  and  plun- 
dered without  pity,  are  arguments  we  understand  and  feel. 
And  oh  !  that  unequalled  act  of  guilt  and  cruelty  !  We  can- 
not forget  it,  nor  are  we  willing  it  should  be  forgotten.  De- 
fended by  every  personal  charm  ;  protected  by  a  complete 
collection  of  the  softest  and  most  charming  virtues ;  guarded 
by  a  sucking  infant  and  a  large  "family  of  depending  babes, 
and  who,  sitting  still  in  her  own  house,  might  thereby  claim, 
at  least,  life  from  the  enemy  in  whose  power  she  had  put  hers  ; 
— vet  she1  falls  bv  the  deliberate  aim  of  an  instigated  soldier ! 
What  then  can  we  expect  if  fully  in  their  power  ?  Some  of  the 
enemy  affect  to  say  her  death  was  accidental.  There  is  suffi- 
cient  proof  to  the  contrary.  But  suppose  some  of  the  enemy 
thought  so,  did  they  show  one  mark  of  grief,  pity,  or  human- 
ity ?  Did  one  officer,  or  one  soldier,  protect  the  corpse,  or  save 
any  property  for  the  bereaved  babes  ?  Not  one ;  General 
Robertson's  wagon  was  brought  to  the  door,  and  loaded  by 
his  own  servants  with  the  beds  and  family  goods.  General 
Skinner*  knew  the  lady  and  her  family.  He  had  many  years 
pleaded  at  the  bar  where  her  father  was  judge — long  sat  a  fel- 
low-member with  him  in  the  legislature ;  but  the  plunder  of 
the  house  was  more  in  his  eyes  than  the  murdered  person  of 
his  old  friend's  daughter.  And  her  corpse,  which  was  in  part 
stripped,  must  have  been  consumed  in  the  flames  had  it  not 
been  for  the  humanity  of  some  persons  who  were  not  of  the 
army. 

The  enemy  have  also  insulted  our  understanding  by  assign- 
ing as  a  reason  why  they  burned  our  houses  that  we  fired  out  of 
than.  Had  it  been  convenient  to  have  used  our  houses  as  forts, 
We  should  have  been  justified  in  it,  and  could  the  enemy  have 
fired  them  at  that  time,  they  would  also  have  been  justified. 
I3ut  after  they  were  not,  and  could  not  again  be  used  for  that 
purpose,  the  reason  for  burning  ceases.  But  the  whole  story 
is  false  in  fact.  We  know  but  of  one  house  out  of  which  a 
gun  was  fired  at  the  Connecticut  Farms  or  Springfield.  If 

1  Mrs.  Caldwell  "  See  p.  396. 
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there  are  any  more  instances  they  are  very  few.  And  did  not 
the  enemy  avail  themselves  of  our  houses  in  Elizabethtown 
while  they  lay  in  it,  and  fire  upon  us  out  of  the  windows  ? 

From  every  view,  then,  of  the  enemy's  conduct,  it  is  evi- 
dent we  have  nothing  to  expect  from  them  but  the  effects  of 
pride  and  malice  heightened  by  resistance.  Many  may  now 
be  flattered  by  them,  and  a  few  villains  may  be  finally  pro- 
tected to  answer  their  purposes.  But  if  they  could  conquer 
this  country  for  the  present,  they  could  not  hold  the  conquest 
without  crushing  us.  That  necessity  will  favor  their  disposi- 
tions to  prosecute  the  object.  As  a  warning,  we  give  an  ex- 
tract, which  is  genuine,  from  the  Journal  of  a  principal  officer 
of  their  own  when  speaking  of  a  number  of  persons  of  con- 
siderable note  who  came  into  General  Howe,  from  Philadel- 
phia. He  says,  "  They  are  all  very  politely  received  for  the 
present,  but  their  several  characters  are  particularly  known  to 
the  general,  and  a  day  of  reckoning  is  to  come Jiereafter." 

In  these  circumstances,  Divine  Providence  is  rousing  to 
action  by  the  most  favorable  prospects,  our  allies  are  gaining 
the  superiority  by  sea  in  the  different  quarters  of  the  globe, 
and  at  the  same  time  have  sent  a  very  powerful  aid  to  us.  The 
remains  of  this  campaign  are  big  with  important  events.  The 
danger  and  expense  of  one  liberal  supply,  of  one  vigorous 
effort,  will  be  much  less  than  a  lingering  war.  "While  in  the 
one  case  our  success  is  morally  certain,  and  in  the  other  doubt- 
ful. Rouse  tlien  all  at  once  to  action,  and  flash  the  final  shock 
upon  all  those  who  disgrace  humanity.  Nay,  humanity  cannot 
live  till  they  are  dead.  Give  the  necessary  supplies,  with  your 
personal  services.  We  shall  either  gain  an  honored  death  or 
secure  a  fine  country  in  circumstances  more  advantageous  to 
posterity  than  our  fathers  found  it  at  first,  even  if  we  lose  our 
movable  property.  Let  us  free  ourselves  from  the  hope  of 
reunion  with  such  men. 

The  Tories  are  now  returning  to  their  original — horse 
thieves,  night  robbers,  and  murderers.  They  are  banding 
themselves  together  for  the  execution  of  their  plan.   Rise,  then- 

mv  m  •        mm  m  ■    w    ^  mr        Mite  ^     ^*m*     m+        m>       v  m>m  ™  ^™  ^»  ^-^  m*m*  h  w  ^my »  ^"^5  ~  ^^^m  v 

to  extirpate  those  wretches,  root  and  branch,  from  this  conti- 
nent, which  was  given  to  freemen !    The  late  militia  law  is 
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favorable  beyond  others  to  tis  who  only  deserve  the  country 
because  we  fight  for  it.  And  as  the  Government  is  fully  in 
our  own.jwwer,  we  need  nothing  but  watchful  zeal  to  have  all 
our  own.  Look  back  on  what  we  have  done  and  gained,  and 
also  consider  what  we  have  at  stake.  Let  not  the  want  of 
a  last  brave  effort  sacrifice  the  whole.  Do  not  so  much  as 
please  the  tories'  ears  by  a  groan  under  the  complicated  diffi- 
culties we  have  to  struggle  with.  The  greater  they  are,  the 
more  honor  we  shall  gain  by  cheerfully  surmounting  them. 
In  a  future  day  we  shall  enjoy  pleasing  reflections,  and  feel 
rich,  in  proportion  to  the  losses  we  have  sustained  in  preserv- 
ing our  country.  lie  that  has  lost  nothing  will  not  dare  to  be 
seen  amongst  freemen.  Let  affection,  strengthened  by  suffer- 
ing, fears  roused  by  dangers,  and  fortitude  supported  by  the 
greatest  prospects,  unite  and  invigorate  the  grand  struggle,  that 
we  may  soon  be  in  full  liberty  and  peace,  each  enjoying  all  that 
is  contained  in  the  character  of  A  Citizen.1 


August  2. — Ensign  Moodt,  a  refugee  from  Sussex  to  the 
British  army,  who  was  lately  sent  from  New  York  with  a 
party  of  ruffians  for  the  purpose  of  burning  Sussex 
gaol,  in  Jersey,  of  taking,  or  assassinating  Govern-  En',gB  Mood7' 
or  Livingston,  and  the  persons  who  were  active  in  apprehend- 
ing the  three  spies  lately  executed,  and  of  enlisting  the  inhab- 
itants in  the  service  of  the  British  tyrant,  has  been  captured 
by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  Captain  Lawrence,  of  the  New 
York  State  levies,  near  the  English  neighborhood.  The  in- 
structions found  upon  Moody,  in  order  to  give  the  better  color 
to  his  private  directions  for  enlisting  and  assassinating,  and  to 
prevent  his  being  treated  as  a  spy  from  the  military  style,  that 
he  was  to  produce,  in  case  of  his  being  taken  prisoner,  are  in 
the  following  terms : 

Head  Quarter*,  May  lOfA,  Next  York,  1780. 

Sir, — You  are  hereby  directed  and  authorized  to  proceed 
without  loss  of  time  with  a  small  detachment  into  the  Jerseys 
by  the  most  convenient  route,  in  order  to  carry  off  the  person 

1  New  Jersey  Journal,  August  2. 
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of  Governor  Livingston,  or  any  other  acting  in  public  station 
whom  you  may  fall  in  with  in  the  course  of  your  march,  or 
any  person  whom  you  may  meet  with,  and  whom  it  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  for  your  own  security,  and  that  of  the 
party  under  your  command.  Should  you  succeed  in  taking 
Governor  Livingston,  you  are  to  treat  him  according  to  bis 
station,  as  far  as  lies  in  your  power ;  nor  are  you,  upon  any 
account,  to  offer  any  violence  to  his  person.  You  will  use 
your  endeavors  to  get  possession  of  his  papers,  which  you  will 
take  care  of,  and  upon  your  return,  deliver  at  Head-Quarters. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency,  Lieut.-Gcnl.  Knyphausen. 

Geo.  Beckwith,  Aide-de-Camp. 

Ensign  Moody,  1st  Battalion, 
New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

s 

It  is  said  that  all  of  Moody's  party,  except  one,  (who,  attempt- 
ing to  swim  the  North  River  in  his  flight,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
drowned,)  have  either  been  captured  or  killed  by  the  activity 
of  the  Jerseymen ;  and  as  to  the  famous  or  infamous  ensign 
himself,  the  great  taker  of  governors,  and  general  gaol-deliv- 
erer of  Sussex,  he  is  at  present  safely  lodged  at  "West  Point ; 
and  if  he  has  justice  done  him,  it  is  generally  supposed,  as  our 
correspondent  observes,  that  he  will  be  hanged  for  a  spy,  for 
enlisting  American  citizens  in  the  British  army,  and  coming 
with  a  party  so  small  as  nine,  and  with  weapons  concealed, 
either  of  which  are,  according  to  the  present  construction  of 
all  the  nations  in  Europe,  characteristic  of  a  spy. 

It  is  reported  that  another  party  was  sent  from  Staten  Isl- 
and last  week  for  the  express  purpose  of  assassinating  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor.  Ought  not  such  bloody  measures  be 
retaliated  upon  the  enemy  ? 1 

August  5. — Certain  intelligence  having  been  received  that 
Clinton  had  embarked  the  principal  part  of  his  force,  at  New 
citnton  at     York,  and  had  proceeded  to  Huntington  Bay,  on  his 
Huntington  b»7.  wav  to  Rh^e  Island,  to  make  a  combined  attack 
on  the  fleet  and  army  of  our  allies  now  there,  his  Excellency 

1  New  Jersey  Journal,  August  2. 
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General  Washington  marched  from  his  camp  at  Prackness  in 
Jersey,  the  29th  of  July,  and  crossed  the  North  River  on  the 
31st,  when  a  junction  was  formed  with  the  troops  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Howe.  His  excellency  had  re- 
solved, in  case  the  enemy  should  continue  their  course  to 
Rhode  Island,  to  march  immediately  to  New  York  and  attack 
it.  All  the  necessary  preparations  were  made  for  this  purpose, 
when  intelligence  arrived  that  the  enemy  had  put  back.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  they  did  not  go  on  with  their  intended 
expedition,  as  our  allies  were  well  prepared  to  receive  them, 
and  they  could  have  met  with  nothing  but  disgrace  and  defeat 
in  that  quarter ;  while  in  this  we  had  every  reason  to  expect, 
from  the  number  and  spirit  of  our  troops,  the  most  decisive 
and  glorious  success.  Sir  Henry  no  doubt  relinquished  his 
project,  in  consequence  of  this  movement  of  our  army  ;  and 
it  must'  be  confessed  that  he  abandoned  it  with  much  more 
prudence  than  he  undertook  it.  The  object  for  which  the  army 
crossed  the  river  having  ceased,  the  whole  recrossed  yesterday, 
and  are  marching  towards  Dobb's  Ferry,  in  prosecution  of  the 
original  plan  formed  for  the  campaign.  The  following  arc  the 
vessels  that  composed  Admiral  Graves*  squadron,  viz.:  the 
London,  Bedford,  Royal  Oak,  Prudent,  America,  and  Shrews- 
bury, with  the  Amphitrite  frigate.' 

August  9. — The  King  of  Prussia  not  long  6incc  presented 
his  Excellency  General  Washington  with  the  picture  of  his 
majesty  taken  to  the  life,  inscribed  under,  "  From  AnfeAntt  of  tb# 
the  oldest  general  in  Europe,  to  the  greatest  gen-  K,ns,,f  rru»*i*. 
cral  on  earth."  A  celebrated  general  of  his  majesty's,  (over 
whom  conquest  never  gained  dominion,)  on  viewing  the  in- 
scription, asks,  "  Why  does  he  stand  higher  in  the  annals  of 
fame  than  myself?"  "  Consider,"  replied  this  illustrious  artist 
in  the  science  of  war,  "  You  never  fought  but  at  the  head  of 
troops  in  number,  discipline,  bravery,  ardor,  and  full  of  hopes, 
vicing  with  any  commander  ;  but  this  noble  chief  has  encoun- 
tered every  embarrassment,  and  by  his  united  abilities,  (com- 
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plete  to  constitute  the  general  indeed,)  has  snrnionnted  untold 
difficulties;  and  thereby  justly  stands  entitled  to  such  laurels 
as  conquest,  fame,  and  magnanimity  can  only  give." 1 

August  1G. — Early  this  morning  the  advanced  parties  of 
the  British  under  Cornwallis,  and  the  Americans  under  Gen- 
eral Gates,  met  in  the  woods  near  Camden.  The 
result  is  not  altogether  known,  but  from  every 
quarter  we  hear  of  the  total  rout  of  Gates  and  his  ragamuf- 
fins." A  correspondent  at  Salisbnry,  in  North  Carolina,  gives 
the  following  account  of  Gates's  defeat,  together  with  a  sketch 
of  the  movements  of  the  American  army  during  the  few  days 
preceding  the  battle :  "  It  is  natural  for  mankind,  who  have 
lost  their  country  and  property,  to  be  too  anxious  in  their  pur- 
suits to  regain  them,  and  while  they  partially  grasp  at  the 
shadow,  lose  the  substance.  Men  of  this  complexion,  con- 
stantly surrounding  the  commander-in-chief,  lessening  his  diffi- 
culties, the  number  of  the  enemy,  and  pointing  out  the  cer- 
tainty of  success,  excite  measures  which  in  the  event  become 
fatal.  We  marched  from  Hillsborough  about  the  1st  of  July, 
without  an  ounce  of  provision  being  laid  in  at  any  one  point, 
often  fasting  for  several  days  together,  and  subsisting  fre- 
quently upon  green  apples  and  peaches  ;  sometimes  by  detach- 
ing parties,  we  thought  ourselves  feasted,  when  by  violence 
they  seized  a  little  fresh  beef,  and  cut,  threshed  out,  and 
ground  a  little  wheat ;  yet,  under  all  these  difficulties,  we  had 
to  press  forward. 

"  Just  before,  and  on  the  arrival  of  General  Gates,  both  he 
and  the  Baron  De  Kalb  seemed  disposed  to  give  the  army  a 
little  respite,  but  General  Caswell,  with  the  North  Carolina 
militia,  having  moved  over  the  Pedec,  we  were  obliged  to  make 
a  six  days'  hard  march,  before  we  could  form  a  junction  with 
him ;  this  effected,  our  march  was  rapidly  continued  for  six 
days  longer,  when  we  arrived  at  Clermont,  within  thirteen 
miles  of  Camden,  on  the  13th  instant. 

"  Our  supplies  here  began  to  come  in  more  amply,  and  had 

1  New  Jersey  Journal,  August  9.  1  Andrew  Helm  to  P.  Tan  Scha&k. 
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we  waited  a  few  days,  our  forces  must  have  been  considerably 
augmented,  which  would  have  enabled  us  to  have  harassed  the 
enemy,  and  in  a  great  measure  cut  off  their  resources ;  this 
must  have  effected  our  puq>osc  in  the  event  without  risking  a 
general  engagement,  the  last  step  in  my  opinion  to  be  taken, 
where  so  much  was  to  be  risked.  We  were  ordered  down  on 
the  evening  of  the  15th  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  General 
Surnpter  was  to  proceed  down  to  the  ferry  opposite  to  Cam- 
den, to  create  a  diversion  in  that  quarter,  to  facilitate  our  mak- 
ing an  impression  on  Camden.  Hero  the  British  had  collected 
their  whole  force,  and  gaining  intelligence  of  our  position,  moved 
out  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  meet  us ;  forming  an  am- 
buscade on  the  road,  they  surprised  us  about  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  on  our  march.  Our  advanced  and  flanking  parties 
endeavored  to  resist  the  shock,  but  were  broken,  and  this  threw 
the  continental  brigades  into  disorder;  but  they  rallying  im- 
mediately, advanced,  engaged  and  forced  the  enemy  to  give 
way  in  turn  ;  this  gave  respite  to  the  troops  to  form,  and  so 
we  remained  in  anxious  expectation  till  near  daybreak,  noth- 
ing material  occurring,  but  partial  firings  from  the  advanced 
and  reconnoitring  parties  of  each  army,  when  the  general 
ordered  the  first  Maryland  brigade  to  form  a  corps  dc  reserve, 
about  two  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  the  line ; 
this  was  immediately  effected,  and  the  troops  rested  upon  their 
arms  till  a  little  after  daybreak,  when  the  action  recommenced. 

"  The  attack  was  made  by  Lord  Cornwallis  from  the  right 
and  centre,  on  the  centre  and  left  wing  of  the  front  line  of  the 
Americans,  which  was  altogether  composed  of  militia,  who 
upon  the  first  fire  gave  way,  and  were  pursued  by  the  British. 
Tliis  threw  the  corps  de  reserve  into  disorder  ;  but  they  rally- 
ing immediately  under  a  very  hot  fire,  charged  the  British  so 
warmly,  that  they  entirely  broke  their  centre.  By  this  time 
the  fire  commenced  very  hot  on  the  right,  where  the  second 
Maryland  brigade  behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  firmness, 
but  the  enemy's  line  of  regular  troops  being  far  more  extensive 
on  the  right  than  the  Americans  on  the  left,  after  the  militia 
had  given  way,  exposed  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  first  bri- 
gade, notwithstanding  which  they  manfully  maintained  their 
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ground,  till  the  left  wing  was  ordered  to  retreat  to  a  point  in 
view,  about  eighty  yards  in  the  rear,  at  the  extremity  of  the 
flanking  party.  Here  it  instantly  formed,  renewed,  and  con- 
tinued the  attack  with  great  vigor;  but  being  again  hard 
pressed  in  front,  flank,  and  rear,  retreated  a  6econd  time, 
formed,  and  disputed  the  ground  with  great  obstinacy,  till, 
borne  down  by  numbers,  they  were  obliged  generally  to  re- 
treat. At  this  time  the  second  brigade,  which  before  had  not 
been  so  hard  pressed,  was  also  borne  down  by  superior  num- 
bers, after  behaving  with  the  greatest  firmness  and  bravery. 
The  retreat  now  became  general,  and  the  militia  by  this  time 
had  got  six  or  eight  miles  in  the  rear,  some  of  whom,  together 
with  our  camp  women,  wagoners,  and  some  scattering  light 
horse,  plundered  all  our  baggage. 

"  General  Small  wood  endeavored  to  cover  the  retreat,  and  is 
collecting  the  remains  of  our  scattered  troops,  for  which  pur- 
pose he  has  established  posts  at  Salisbury  and  Charlotte,  and 
lias  prevailed  on  a  considerable  body,  not  less  than  one  thou- 
sand volunteers,  to  make  a  stand  at  Charlotte.1  The  British 
loss  hath  been  much  more  considerable  than  the  Americans. 
Lord  Cornwallis,  or  some  other  British  General,  it  is  conjee- 
turedy  is  amongst  the  slain.  Notwithstanding  this  misfortune, 
General  Gates,  whose  head-quarters  are  at  Hillsborough,  is 
collecting  a  force  much  superior  to  his  late  army,  and  appears 
resolved  to  try  the  fortune  of  another  day."* 

'  New  Jersey  Journal,  September  lTth. 

•  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  September  6;  Rivington,  In  hU  Gazette  of  September 
13,  says: — "Instead  of  halting  and  collecting  a  force  at  Hillsborough,  in  North 
Carolina,  General  Gates'  flight  was  rapidly  continued  three  days  into  Virginia,  one 
hundred  and  ninety  miles  from  the  field  of  action;  it  was  effected  upon  a  cele- 
brated horse,  the  son  of  Colonel  Baylor's  Fearnaught,  own  brother  to  his  Grace 
of  Kingston's  famous  Careless,  purchased  of  a  general  officer  of  the  first  distinc- 
tion. All  that  nomtio  Gates  (after  the  defeat  of  his  troops)  knew  of  the  British 
army  and  its  noble  commander,  was,  their  having  in  a  short  time  become  pre-emi- 
nently triumphant.  Why,  then,  is  it  presumed  to  assert  the  loa*  of  the  British  teas 
much  more  considerable  than  the  Rebel*.  Mr.  Gates  declares  (concerning  the  great 
field-day)  that  no  part  of  hi*  army  could  be  accounted  for  but  himself  and  an  Aide- 
de-Camp,  hi*  attendant. 

M  The  following  dish  has  been  hashed  and  served  np  at  Mr.  Washington's 
bead-quarters :  Imprimis — the  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  taken  of  tho  Conii* 
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A  British  writer  gives  the  following  relation  of  the  rise 
and  progress  of  the  continental  army  under  the  command  of 
General  Gates,  till  the  total  defeat  thereof,  near  Camden : 

"  So  long  ago  as  the  end  of  March,  or  beginning  of  April 
last,  the  continental  regiments  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  and 
Pennsylvania,  consisting  of  about  three  thousand  British  Account 
men,  were  detached  from  Washington's  army  for  Batu«  ofcamden. 
South  Carolina.  The  excessive  cold  in  the  early  part  of  their 
march,  and  the  inconveniences  they  suffered  from  the  heat  of 
the  weather  latterly,  had  diminished  their  numbers  by  sickness 
and  desertion  very  considerably.  After  Gates  was  appointed 
to  the  chief  command,  he  sent  Major-General  Baron  De  Kalb 
forward,  while  he  remained  in  Virginia,  to  invigorate  the 
measures  necessary  for  augmenting  his  army.  There  he  suc- 
ceeded in  procuring  considerable  reinforcements.  Of  the  fif- 
teen hundred  he  collected,  one-half  were  the  flower  of  their 
young  men,  amongst  whom  was  a  corps  of  cadets,  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  gentlemen.  He  then  pushed  into 
North  Carolina,  where  he  was  joined  by  many  recruits  from 
the  prisoners  that  had  made  their  escape  from  Charleston  ;  be- 
sides these,  a  number  of  militia  had  been  collected  under  Gen- 
erals Caswell  and  Rutherford. 

nental*  amount  to  five  hundred :  but  (as  we  have  already  predicted)  no  mention 
is  made  of  a  single  militia-man,  or  of  the  mining  of  the  rebel  army.  Four  hun- 
dred baggage  wagon*,  laden  with  every  necessary  for  an  army,  with  a  most  com- 
plete park,  (including  many  of  the  artillery  taken  at  Saratoga,)  with  six  hundred 
stand  of  arms  and  accoutrements  for  as  many  recruits,  are  part  of  the  trophies. 
Forty  of  the  above-mentioned  wagons  had  been  taken  from  the  British  some  time 
before  the  action,  by  the  rebel  Colonel  Sumpter,  with  a  detachment  of  two  or 
three  hundred  Continental*,  but  Colonel  Tarleton's  cavalry  falling  in  with  Mr. 
Sumpter,  (who  with  his  escort  vert  amusing  themtelvet  in  a  wood  on  a  nutting 
party,)  the  whole  were  retaken,  after  killing  or  securing  most  of  the  enemy's  de- 
tachment. We  are  assured  from  the  rebel  accounts,  that  the  noble  commander 
of  the  British  troops  had,  from  the  latest  advices,  advanced  a  considerable  way 
into  the  province  of  North  Carolina,  from  which  every  happy  event  may  be  pre- 
saged. 

"  Mr.  Gates  was,  at  the  above  disastrous  crisis,  in  an  indifferent  state  of  health, 
his  complaint  a  diarrhoea ;  bis  person  was  disguised  in  the  retreat.  It  is  said  his 
officers  have  certainly  sent  a  request  to  the  rebel  board  of  war  at  Philadelphia, 
desiring  a  court-martial  may  be  held  upon  their  commanding  officer  on  the  ever- 
memorable  but  calamitous  16th  of  August," 
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"  Till  the  reinforcements  from  Virginia  under  Gates  should 
arrive,  nothing  of  consequence  was  attempted.  De  Kalb  was 
joined  by  Colonel  Sampler  and  some  other  leading  men  from 
South  Carolina,  and  some  hundred  of  militia  who  were  anxious 
to  plunder  the  frontiers,  in  which  they  were  gratified.  They 
made  several  incursions,  and  even  dared  to  attack  some  of  the 
posts  occupied  by  the  king's  forces,  in  which,  however,  they 
were  constantly  repulsed  with  considerable  loss. 

"  On  the  8th  of  August,  the  rebel  army  took  post  about  six- 
teen miles  from  Camden.  Lord  Rawdon,  who  commanded  in  the 
absence  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  immediately  called  in  all  the  out- 
posts, and  collected  the  whole  force  at  that  place.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis having  received  infonnation  of  Gates'  advancing,  set 
out  for  the  army  the  11th,  and  on  the  14th  at  night  arrived  at 
head-quarters.  It  appears  that  his  lordship  determined  imme- 
diately to  attack  Gates.  On  the  15th,  at  nine  at  night,  the 
army  were  ordered  to  parade,  accoutred  for  action,  at  their 
several  alann  posts.  Scarce  an  officer  or  soldier  in  the  army 
knew  of  an  action  being  expected.  About  ten  o'clock  two  of 
Burgoyne's  soldiers,  who  had  enlisted  in  the  rebel  army,  came 
in  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  informed  him  that  Gates  was  rein- 
forced by  fifteen  hundred  militia  the  night  before,  under  Gen- 
eral Stevens  from  Virginia,  and  that  the  whole  rebel  army  was 
then  in  full  march  to  attack  his  lordship.  Notwithstanding 
this,  the  original  plan  was  still  pursued,  the  army  marched  at 
a  little  after  ten,  and  at  about  two,  greatly  to  the  surprise  of 
the  enemy,  the  advanced  parties  of  both  corps  met ;  a  little 
skirmish  ensued,  when  each  retreated  to  their  respective 
armies.  By  a  kind  of  mutual  consent,  hostilities  did  not  re- 
commence  till  daylight,  when  a  tremendous  discharge  of  artil- 
lery and  musketry  from  the  royal  army,  announced  the  com- 
mencement of  the  most  severe  action  that  has  happened  in  the 
field  during  this  rebellion. 

"  The  firing  was  kept  up  with  mutual  briskness  for  near  an 
hour,  when  orders  were  given  to  charge.  Twice  it  was  at- 
tempted in  vain,  from  the  continued  fire  of  the  rebels ;  they 
at  last  attempted,  in  their  turn,  something  like  it,  but  the  au- 
dacity of  the  attempt  proved  fatal  to  them  ;  they  fell  into  dis- 
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order,  which  gave  the  royal  army  an  opportunity  to  close  in 
with  the  bayonet. 

"  Tarleton  had  now  joined  the  flank,  and  advanced  near  the 
enemy,  who,  in  a  few  minutes,  were  totally  routed,  and  the 
field  left  to  the  royal  army.  The  pursuit  was  more  fatal  to  the 
rebels  than  the  action;  it  continued  for  twenty  miles  with 
unremitted  ardor,  the  whole  of  which  distance  was  strewed 
with  dead  and  wounded  bodies.  Upwards  of  one  thousand 
privates  were  killed  in  the  battle  and  pursuit,  and  ninety 
officers  ;  among  them  three  generals.  Near  one  thousand  were 
taken  prisoners,  great  numbers  of  whom  are  badly  wounded  ; 
their  whole  train  of  artillery,  composed  of  nine  brass  field- 
pieces,  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  wagons,  with  complete  teams, 
laden  with  many  thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  ammunition, 
provisions,  and  camp  equipage,  grace  the  triumph  of  the  vic- 
tors. Of  the  royal  army  about  three  hundred  privates  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  twelve  officers,  though  none  of  high 
rank. 

"  Lord  CornwalhVs  whole  force,  including  Tarleton's  legion, 
did  not  exceed  twenty-four  hundred,  most  of  whom  were  in 
a  low  state  of  health,  which  is  the  only  reason  that  can  be  as- 
cribed for  Gates'  meeting  them  in  the  open  field,  for  it  is  noto- 
rious that  no  other  instance  can  be  adduced  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  war,  of  any  of  the  rebel  generals  coming  to  fair 
action  with  the  royalists. 

"  About  five  hundred  of  Bnrgoyne's  soldiers  that  had  enlisted 
in  the  rebel  service,  were  in  the  action ;  their  superior  disci- 
pline and  bravery  rendered  it  so  obstinate  and  bloody. 

"  Gates  was  so  certain  of  victory,  and  of  Burgoyning  Lord 
Cornwallis,  as  he  termed  it,  that  before  the  disposition  was 
made  for  attack,  he  posted  two  bodies  of  his  army  at  some  dis- 
tance to  the  right  and  left  of  the  British  army,  with  orders  to 
close  in  upon  them  and  cut  off  their  retreat,  while  he  in  person 
attacked  them  in  front  with  the  main  army. 

"Thus  are  the  two  Southern  provinces,  by  the  kind  interpo- 
sition of  Providence,  happily  saved  from  the  miserable  conse- 
quences of  this  sudden,  unexpected,  and  impending  blow. 
Bloody,  dark,  and  deep  plots  and  machinations  were  in  embryo^ 
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by  obdurate  rebels,  in  all  quarters  of  the  town  and  country, 
ready  to  spring  forth  into  action,  whenever  Gates  should  give 
the  decisive  blow.  Scenes  of  tyranny,  robbery,  persecution, 
and  distress,  even  unto  death,  more  intolerable  and  abomina- 
ble, if  possible,  than  ever,  would  have  instantly  followed. 
Cruel  and  relentless  tyrants  of  the  Congress  and  mankind, 
were  in  greedy  expectation,  to  satiate  their  unbounded  malice 
and  resentment,  and  even  imbue  their  wicked  hands  afresh  in 
the  blood  of  the  loyalists,  and  again  to  subject  us  to  the  ac- 
cursed domination  of  the  miscreant  Congress ;  a  system  so 
abhorredly  infamous,  as  not  to  be  equalled  in  any  age  or  nation 
under  heaven." 1 

August  19. — The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  cler- 
gyman at  New  York,  will  convey  a  pretty  lively  idea  of  the 
Amu™  in     jov  wmcn  tne  British  in  that  quarter  must  have 
K«wY<irk.     feit  af.         news  0f  Gates's  defeat;  it  contains 

some  other  more  important  matter,  which  those  who  feel 
themselves  concerned  will  do  well  to  ponder  upon  : — "  With 
respect  to  politics,  you  know  you  have  laid  me  under  strong 
injunctions  to  transmit  you  a  faithful  picture  of  them.  I 
shall  therefore  be  all  obedience ;  though  the  shade  will  much 
overpower  the  light  in  my  description.  Know  then  the  storm 
which  hath  long  threatened  us,  hath  at  length  covered  us. 
The  French  force  has  arrived  in  our  neighborhood  ;  and  to  add 
to  its  impression,  our  intelligence  from  the  South  is  of  much 
the  same  color  with  that  which,  at  short  intervals,  made  its  way 
to  us  on  the  eve  of  the  miserable  event  at  Saratoga.  The 
enemy  imagine  nothing  but  conquest,  and  God  grant  they 
imagine  a  vain  thing ;  but  there  is  something  else  which  sits 
heavy  at  my  heart.  A  lowering  discontent  prevails  in  our 
lines,  which  sometimes  breaks  out  into  murmurs.  I  explained 
to  you  some  time  ago  the  cause  which  began  to  generate  these 
ugly  symptoms.  The  great  from  whom  countenance,  honors, 
and  presentments  come,  4  Remember  not  the  former  things, 
neither  consider  the  things  of  old.'    They  have  shown  an  uu- 

t 

1  Rmngton'B  Gazette,  January  8,  1781. 
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warrantable  predilection  for  those  whose  hearts  have  ever  been 
known  to  be  in  the  enemy's  camp,  and  who,  there  is  too  good 
ground  to  presume,  are  more  occupied  in  inventing  topics  of 
excuse  of  their  present  conduct  to  those  on  whom  they  think 
fortune  now  smiles,  than  in  preparing  cordials  for  those  who 
have  run  their  course  with  honor  and  consistency ;  and  who 
must  meet  the  worst  rage  of  the  foe.  I,  you  know,  am  no 
party  man.  I  add  not  one,  therefore,  to  the  number  of  mur- 
murers.  On  the  contrary,  I  exert  my  poor  talents  to  assuage 
the  dangerous  and  increasing  malady,  but  reason  on  the  other 
side  too  often  reduces  me  to  silence.  I  ventured  to  expostulate 
with  our  friend  S  G  ,  upon  the  injury  which  this  tem- 
per might  do  to  the  common  cause ;  who,  in  a  rougher  tone 
than  I  had  ever  heard  from  him,  desired  me  to  reserve  my  ser- 
mon for  the  pulpit.  *  You,  sir,  (said  he,)  are  by  accident  tol- 
erably easy  in  your  circumstances  ;  but  before  you  enter  upon 

this  subject  again,  fetch  down  to  a  level  with  me  at  least  

and  ,  who  now  soar  so  high  above  me  in  all  their  pride  of 

place.  You  know  what  I  have  been.  Survey  my  present 
apparel.    I  have  a  family.    You  saw  my  table  to-day.'  I 

have  been  decided,  so  indeed  have  and  :  I  for,  they 

against,  my  sovereign.  I  this  moment  encountered  '  two  dark 
Presbyterians  in  close  consultation,  debating,  I  suppose,  upon 
the  propcrest  arts  to  practise  for  their  profit,  and  elevation, 
upon  another  change  of  sides ;  though  the  flush  for  recent 
favors  lavished  upon  them  by  the  royal  hand  was  yet  warm 
upon  their  checks.  One  of  them,  doubtless,  hath  laid  his  fin- 
ger upon  the  office  of  lieutenant-governor,  and  the  other  of 
chief  justice,  if  the  rebel  power  prevail.  Let  them  but  attempt 
it,  and  my  word  for  it,  their  subtlety  will  dissolve  every  obsta- 
cle in  their  way ;  and  perhaps  the  time  is  not  very  distant 
when  you  and  I  shall  hold  up  our  hands  before  the  latter  for 
high  treason  against  the  United  States,  and  the  former  will 
sign  our  warrants.  You  will  call  it  policy  perhaps  which  has 
ordered  things  thus.  I  believe,  indeed,  it  is  partly  owing  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  Florentine  school ;  but  I  am  convinced, 
that  it  is  more  to  be  ascribed  to  the  unfeelingness  of  men,  new 
to  power,  who  have  thus  trampled  upon  our  services,  and 
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affronted  us.  They  have  provided  for  their  minions  from  con- 
nection or  caprice,  after  the  fashion  of  their  own  country,  and 
returned  from  us  with  scorn,  to  follow  the  pursuits  of  their 
own  pleasure,  their  interest,  or  their  vanity;  hut,  however, 
though  I  cannot  always  govern  my  own  passion,  I  trust  I  shall 
in  the  worst  of  times,  behave  like  an  honest  man  and  a  faith- 
ful subject.'    Judge,  therefore,  what  I  feel.    "Would  I  had  the 

nerves  of  ,  whose  letter  goes  under  cover  with  this ;  his 

spirit  rises  in  proportion  to  our  difficulties  ;  and  he  overwhelms 
any  man  who  doubts  the  ability  of  Cornwall  is  to  keep  what  he 
has  got,  if  he  cannot  yet  penetrate  further.  It  is  his  opinion 
that  Washington's  army  of  half-starved  ragamuffins,  who,  in 
the  language  of  Job,  '  Cut  up  mallows  by  the  bushes,  and 
juniper  roots  for  their  meat,'  will  melt  before  us  as  the  vapor 
does  before  the  8un ;  and  he  is  preparing  a  suitable  sermon, 
with  the  above  verse  for  his  text.  Something,  however,  must 
happen  in  a  few  days,  in  the  South,  I  mean,  to  end  our  doubts. 
To  that  quarter  our  eyes  are  more  fixed  than  to  what  is  rolling 
to  ourselves.    May  my  next  make  amends  for  this." 1 

Auoust  31. — In  the  Royal  Gazette  Extraordinary  of  this 
day,  is  published  the  following  account  of  the  different  actions 

option*  in    which  have  lately  happened  in  South  Carolina. 

6outu  Carolina,  t^j.^  Cornwallis  having  received  intelligence  that 
General  Gates  had  arrived  at  Deep  Creek,  in  North  Carolina, 
the  twenty-fourth  of  July  last,  and  taken  upon  him  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  which  had  been  collecting  there  6ince  the 
surrender  of  Charleston,  and  that  he  was  putting  them  in 
motion,  set  out  for  Camden  on  the  evening  of  the  tenth,  and 
arrived  there  early  in  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  instant. 
General  Gates  had  already  penetrated  into  South  Carolina,  and 
was  advanced  as  far  as  Itngely's,  about  twelve  miles  distance 
from  Camden.  His  lordship  having  informed  himself  of  the 
strength  and  position  of  the  rebels,  resolved  to  attack  them, 
(although  they  had  been  joined  on  the  fifteenth  by  about  fifteen 
hundred  militia,  under  General  Scott,  from  Virginia,)  and  accord- 

Upcott,  tI.  89. 


Digitized  by  Googl 


1780.]  OPERATION 8  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA.  845 


ingly  about  ten  in  the  evenhig  of  that  day  the  army  began  their 
march,  and  after  they  had  proceeded  about  eight  miles,  the  ad. 
vanced  guards  of  both  parties  fell  in  with  each  other,  and  a 
skirmish  ensued  in  which  several  were  killed  and  wounded  on 
both  sides;  Colonel  Porterfield,  of  the  rebels,  had  his  leg 
broken,  and  afterwards  fell  into  our  hands,  as  also  did  an  am- 
munition wagonv  which  they  left  upon  the  field.  From  the 
prisoners  and  deserters,  Lord  Cornwallis  was  informed  that  the 
whole  rebel  army  was  upon  the  march  to  attack  him.  In  order 
to  avoid  the  confusion  of  an  action  in  the  night,  his  lordship 
halted  on  ground  which  was  favorable  for  his  small  numbers, 
and  in  the  mean  time  took  measures  to  oblige  the  rebels  to 
light  him  on  it.  At  daybreak  in  the  morning,  he  formed  his 
armv  into  one  line  with  a  reserve,  and  the  cavalry  behind  the 
reserve.  The  line  consisted  of  two  divisions ;  that  on  the  right 
consisted  of  the  light  infantry,  the  twenty-third  and  thirty-third 
regiments,  under  the  command  oMJeutenant- Colonel  Webster ; 
the  left,  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  infantry  of  the  legion,  and 
part  of  Colonel  Hamilton's  North  Carolina  corps,  under  Lord 
Rawdon,  with  two  six  and  two  three-pounders ;  the  reserve 
was  composed  of  the  6eventy-first  regiment,  and  two  six- 
pounders,  to  whom  the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  keep  close  ;  the 
North  Carolina  refugees  and  militia  were  directed  to  attend 
to  the  rear,  and  a  swamp  upon  the  left. 

About  twenty  minutes  after  day,  finding  the  rebels  formed 
near  him,  Lord  Cornwallis  ordered  their  left  to  be  attacked, 
and  the  action  soon  became  general.  After  a  short  conflict, 
which  was  sustained  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  the 
rebels  were  thrown  into  utter  confusion,  and  gave  way,  when 
they  lost  a  great  number  of  men ;  tho  cavalry  were  ordered 
immediately  to  fall  upon  them,  which  they  did  with  great 
slanghter.  The  pursuit  was  continued  foe  upwards  of  twenty- 
two  miles,  and  many  men  were  killed  in  the  course  of  it ;  seven 
pieces  of  brass  cannon  and  all  their  ammunition  were  taken  in 
the  field,  and  the  baggage  of  their  general  officers,  and  all 
their  other  baggage  and  camp  equipage,  were  taken  in  the 
pursuit  by  the  cavalry,  together  with  one  brass  field-piece, 
the  carriage  of  which  was  damaged  in  the  skirmish  in  the 
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night,  and,  with  the  seven  before  mentioned,  was  the  whole 
they  had  with  them.  A  General  Gregory  was  killed  in  the 
field,  and  General  De  Kalb,  who  is  since  dead  of  his  wounds,1 
and  General  Rutherford,  who  is  also  wounded,  were  made  pris- 
oners. Upwards  of  nine  hundred  officers  and  men  were  killed 
in  the  field,  and  in  the  pursuit,  and  about  nine  hundred  were 
prisoners,  many  of  whom  are  wounded.  The  loss  sustained  by 
the  royal  army  in  killed  and  wounded,  amounts  to  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  men,  including  ten  officers,  three  of  which 
were  killed,  and  two  more  dangerously  wounded. 

Some  days  before  the  action,  General  Sumpter  was  de- 
tached over  the  Wateree  River,  with  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
men,  to  cut  off  the  communication  between  Lord  Cornwallis 
and  Charleston,  and  the  Congaree.  He  fell  in  with,  and 
took  several  wagons  which  were  bringing  flour,  <fec,  to  the 
British  army,  together  with  their  escort  and  some  sick  men. 
On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarle- 

1  Baron  de  Kalb,  while  exerting  himself  with  great  bravery  to  prevent  the 
defeat  of  the  day,  received  eleven  wounds.  His  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
du  Buysson  embraced  him,  announced  his  rank  and  nation  to  the  surrounding  foe, 
and  begged  that  they  would  spare  hu  life.  While  he  generously  exposed  himself 
to  save  his  friend,  he  received  sundry  dangerous  wounds,  and  was  taken  prisoner. 
The  Baron  expired  in  a  short  time,  though  he  received  the  most  particular  assist- 
ance from  the  British.  He  spent  his  last  breath  in  dictating  a  letter,  expressive  of 
the  warmest  affection  for  the  officers  and  men  of  bis  division — of  the  greatest  satii- 
fuction  in  the  testimony  given  by  the  British  army  of  the  bravery  of  his  troops — 
of  his  being  charmed  with  the  firm  opposition  they  made  to  superior  force,  when 
abandoned  by  the  rest  of  the  army — of  the  infinite  pleasure  he  received  from  the 
gallant  behavior  of  the  Delaware  regiment,  and  the  companies  of  artillery  at- 
tached to  the  brigades — and  of  the  endearing  sense  he  entertained  of  the  merit 
of  the  whole  division  he  commanded.  The  Congress  resolved  on  the  fourteenth 
of  October  following,  that  a  monument  should  be  erected  to  his  memory  in  An- 
napolis, the  metropolis  of  Maryland,  with  a  very  honorable  inscription. — Gordon, 
Hi.,  106. 

De  Kalb  was  a  Prussian  by  birth.  He  bore  a  commission  in  the  French  ser- 
vice, and  came  to  America  three  years  ago  with  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  by 
whom  he  was  considered  as  a  Mentor.  While  native  Americans  in  the  rebel 
army  were  harassing  and  distressing  the  inhabitants  wantonly  and  cruelly  in  North 
and  South  Carolina,  for  their  having  submitted  to  the  British  army,  it  is  said  the 
Baron  constantly  protected  them,  on  the  principle,  that  in  Europe,  particularly  in 
Germany,  it  was  the  practice  not  to  distress  the  inhabitants  more  than  the  service 
required. — MvingtorCt  Gazette,  January  3, 1781. 
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ton  was  detached  with  the  cavalry  and  light  infantry  of  the 
legion  to  attack  him.  lie  conducted  his  inarch  with  so 
much  skill  that  lie  surprised  the  Americans  in  the  middle 
of  the  day  on  the  eighteenth,  totally  defeated  them,  killed 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  took  two  pieces  of  brass 
cannon,  and  three  hundred  prisoners ;  he  at  the  same  time 
retook  the  wagons  which  had  been  taken,  and  about  one  hun- 
dred men  who  had  been  made  prisoners,  and  also  relieved  one 
hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants  who  had  been  taken  up  by 
Sumpter.  The  British  loss  on  this  occasion  is  six  men  killed, 
including  Captain  Charles  Campbell  of  the  light  infantry,  and 
eight  or  ten  wounded.1 

After  the  victory,  it  was  discovered  that  amongst  the  pris- 
oners there  were  some  persons  who  had  lately  received  protec- 
tions and  enrolled  themselves  in  the  militia,  to  serve  under  and 
support  his  majesty's  government,  and  one  who  was  a  prisoner 
upon  parole,  notwithstanding  which,  they  were  taken  fighting 
on  the  part  of  the  rebels.  Two  of  them  were  hanged  upon  the 
spot,  and  we  hear  that  wherever  such  instances  of  perfidy  and 
treachery  are  discovered,  they  will  constantly  be  punished 
with  the  utmost  severity.  Two  deserters  from  the  royal  army 
were  taken  at  the  6ame  time  and  executed  in  the  same  manner. 

In  marching  the  prisoners  taken  by  Lord  Cornwallis  and 
Colonel  Tarleton,  from  Camden  to  Charleston,  the  first  divi- 
sion of  them  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  continentals, 
escorted  by  a  party  of  the  sixty-third  regiment,  were  met  by 
Colonel  Marion,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
militia.  Our  party  were  made  prisoners,  and  those  they 
were  conducting  were  rescued ;  but  it  was  an  event  so  little 
agreeable  to  them  that  within  two  days  afterwards  upwards  of 

1  A  writer  in  Cornwall!*'*  army,  in  recording  an  account  of  this  action,  gays : 
"This  morning  we  overtook  the  rebel  General  Sumpter,  fast  asleep  in  his  camp 
on  the  Creek,  near  the  ford  of  the  Catawba,  A  few  of  the  rebels  made  a  stand, 
but  the  greater  part  of  them  fled  to  the  woods  and  hid  themselves  among  the 
brambles.  The  '  plunder '  we  hare  taken  is  almost  all  Squire  Sumpter  had,  and  as 
we  hare  the  warbrobe  of  the  army,  it  is  probable  the  black  flies  and  jiggers  are 
before  this  time  troubling  the  epidermis  of  the  rebel  crew.  The  worst  we  wish 
them  is  that  they  may  not  be  able  to  scratch."— Letter  from  Seth  Wingard. 


Digitized  by  Google 


848 


DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


one-half  of  them  came  of  their  own  accord  to  deliver  them- 
selves up  ;  and  since  that  time  the  whole  of  them  have  sur- 
rendered themselves  either  to  Lord  Cornwallis  or  our  party  on 
this  side  of  Santee ;  nor  were  the  rebels  able  to  carry  away 
the  party  of  the  sixty-third,  all  of  whom  are  since  come  in.  So 
the  only  consequence  of  the  insurrection  is  the  discover}'  of 
the  perjury  and  perfidy  of  a  set  of  people,  who,  without  hesi- 
tation, have  broken  through  engagements  which  are  always 
deemed  so  sacred  and  inviolable  that  the  most  severe  punish- 
ment for  the  breach  of  them  is  not  only  warranted  but  required 
by  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  arms.  The  prisoners,  especially 
those  called  continentals,  appear  to  be  highly  disgusted  with, 
and  disaffected  to  the  cause  they  have  been  engaged  in,  and 
which  many  of  them  were  obliged  to  enter  into  by  absolute 
necessity,  and  the  persecuting  tyranny  of  a  set  of  men  who, 
without  the  least  remorse  or  scruple,  see  hundreds  every  day 
sacrificed  to  attain  their  wicked  and  ambitious  purposes.1 

September  11. — Yesterday  morning,  seventy-two  men, 
composed  of  new  levies,  refugees,  and  negroes,  under  the 
Att^k  on  command  of  Lieutenants  Jos i ah  Parker  and  Wil- 
cmpum  Hud<iy.  iiam  JJewlet,  about  an  hour  before  day,  attacked 
the  house  of  Captain  Joshua  Ilnddy,  of  Monmouth  county, 
New  Jersey,  in  the  following  manner,  viz. :  staving  the  win- 
dows to  pieces,  and  ordering  the  damned  rebels  to  turn  out. 
This  awoke  Captain  Ilnddy,  who,  having  two  loaded  guns  at 
hand,  made  use  of  them  in  a  proper  manner  through  the  win- 
dows ;  and  by  the  assistance  of  a  girl,  who  carried  him  cart- 
ridges and  rammed,  he  interchanged  his  firing  up  and  down 
6tairs,  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  assailants  took  it  for  grant- 
ed a  small  scouting  party  must  be  there ;  by  this  means  he 
repulsed  them,  but  on  a  consultation,  they  renewed  the  attack 
again,  and  fired  the  house,  which  induced  Captain  Iluddy,  on 
the  entreaty  of  his  wife  and  another  woman,  to  capitulate  on 
honorable  terms,  which  were  granted,  and  he  delivered  himself 
up  a  prisoner.    On  their  entering  the  house,  when  they  fnn«4 

1  Gaine'a  Mercury,  September  26. 
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none  but  himself  had  defended  it,  and  their  brave  negro  Tye, 
(one  of  Lord  Dunmore's  crew)  wounded,  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  he  was  prevented  from  being  murdered.  They  broke 
.  the  honor  they  had  pledged,  by  not  leaving  Captain  Iluddy 
and  his  family  a  second  change  of  clothes,  and,  after  near  two 
hours  were  spent  in  taking  this  one  man,  they  made  a  shame- 
ful and  silent  retreat,  loaded  with  disgrace.  A  short  time 
after,  six  militia  men  pursued  them,  and  renewed  the  attack, 
killing  the  refugee  commander.  After  this  they  embarked  in 
their  boats,  and  passing  the  gut  between  Sandy  Hook  and  the 
main,  Ensign  William  Vincent,  with  sixteen  of  the  State  regi- 
ment, Salem  men,  attacked  them  again.  The  tirst  fire,  Cap- 
tain Iluddy,  their  prisoner,  was  wounded,  but  is  like  to  do  well. 
This  threw  them  into  such  confusion,  that  they  overset  their 
boats,  four  in  number,  and  about  twenty  were  killed  and 
drowned.  This  gave  Captain  Iluddy  an  opportunity  of  at- 
tempting to  make  his  escape  by  swimming,  which  he  with 
much  difficulty  accomplished.  AVc  had  but  one  man  slightly 
wounded.    This  account  is  taken  from  Captain  Iluddy  himself.1 

September  26. — Treason  of  the  blackest  dye  was  yesterday 
discovered.  General  Arnold,  who  commanded  at  West  Point, 
lost  to  every  sentiment  of  honor,  of  public  and  TheTrwwonof 
private  obligation,  was  about  to  deliver  up  that  Arnold, 
important  fort  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Such  an  event 
must  have  given  the  American  cause  a  deadly  wound  if  not  a 
fatal  stab.  Happily  the  scheme  was  timely  discovered  to  pre- 
vent the  fatal  misfortune.  The  providential  train  of  circum- 
stances which  led  to  it,  affords  the  most  convincing  proofs 
that  the  liberties  of  America  are  the  object  of  divine  protection. 
At  the  same  time  the  treason  is  so  regretted,  the  General  can- 
not help  congratulating  the  army  on  the  happy  discovery. 

Our  enemies,  despairing  of  carrying  their  point  by  force, 
are  practising  every  base  art  to  effect,  by  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, what  they  cannot  accomplish  in  a  manly  way.  Great 
honor  is  due  to  the  American  army,  that  this  is  the  first  in- 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  October  3. 
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stance  of  treason  of  this  kind,  where  many  were  to  he  expected 
from  the  nature  of  the  dispute,  and  nothing  is  so  high  an  orna- 
ment to  the  characters  of  the  American  soldiers  as  their  with- 
standing all  the  arts  and  seductions  of  an  insidious  enemy. 

Arnold  the  traitor  has  made  his  escape  to  the  enemy,  but 
Mr.  Andre,  Adjutant-General  to  the  British  army,  who  came 
out  as  a  spy  to  negotiate  the  business,  is  our  prisoner. 

His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-chief  has  arrived  at 
West  Point,  from  Hartford,  and  is  now  doubtless  taking  proper 
steps  to  unravel  fully  so  hellish  a  plot.1 

A  gentleman  at  the  American  camp,  in  a  letter  dated  Rob- 
inson's House,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  discovery  of 
Arnold's  plot : — "  I  make  use  of  the  present  express  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  a  scene  of  villany  which  happened  in  this 
quarter.  A  very  singular  combination  of  circumstances  has 
preserved  to  us  West  Point  and  its  dependencies.  General 
Arnold,  who  was  the  commanding  officer,  has  been  bought 
over  to  the  interest  of  the  enemy,  and  the  place  in  a  few  days 
must  have  become  theirs.  They  had  a  part  of  their  army  in 
readiness  to  act  on  this  occasion,  and  could  not  have  failed  of 
success  from  the  concert  of  Arnold  within  the  fort. 

"  Such  was  the  situation  of  this  important  post,  when  a 
providential  event  discovered  the  traitor.  Major  Andre,  the 
British  Adjutant-General,  a  person  of  great  talents,  appears  to 
have  been  the  principal  actor  with  Arnold.  In  his  return  to 
New  York,  after  an  interview  with  Arnold,  he  was  stopped 
near  Tarry  town  by  a  few  militia,  (notwithstanding  a  pass  writ- 
ten and  signed  by  General  Arnold,  by  which  Andre  was  per- 
mitted to  proceed  as  a  John  Anderson,)  and  detained  as  a  spy. 
As  they  were  conducting  him  to  a  party  of  continental  troops, 
he  offered  them  a  large  sum  of  money  for  his  release,  which 
they  rejected  with  as  much  virtue  as  Arnold  received  his 
with  baseness. 

"  The  state  of  the  garrison,  arrangements  for  its  defence  in 
case  of  attack,  a  council  of  war,  <fcc,  were  found  on  Andre,  in 
Arnold's  own  handwriting. 

Extract  from  General  Greene's  orders  the  day  after  the  detection  of  Andre, 
published  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  October  10. 
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u  Colonel  Jameson,  of  the  light  dragoons,  to  whom  he  was 
conveyed  in  the  first  instance,  and  before  a  detection  of  these 
papers,  despatched  an  account  to  Arnold  that  he  had  a  spy  in 
his  care,  and  desc  ribed  him  in  such  a  manner,  that  Arnold 
knew  it  to  be  Andre.  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  General  Knox,  and  their  aids,  were 
within  a  few  miles  of  his  quarters  at  this  juncture.  I  had  pre- 
ceded them  with  a  Major  Shaw,  to  give  notice  of  their  com- 
ing. Arnold,  I  think,  must  have  received  the  advice  while 
we  were  present,  as  I  observed  an  embarrassment,  which  I 
could  not  at  that  time  account  for.  The  approach  of  his  Ex- 
eellcncv  left  him  but  an  instant  to  take  measures  for  his  own 
safety,  or  it  is  likely  lie  would  have  attempted  that  of  Andre's, 
and  the  matter  mitrht  have  remained  in  obseuritv.  He  or- 
dered  his  barge,  and  passing  King's  Ferry  as  a  flag  boat,  fell 
down  to  the  Vulture  sloop  of  war,  which  lay  below  at  a  short 
distance.  In  the  mean  time,  an  officer  arrived  with  the  papers 
which  were  discovered,  and  a  letter  from  Andre  to  his  Excel- 
lencv,  in  which  he  endeavors  to  show  that  he  did  not  come 
under  the  character  of  a  spy.  Upon  this  Colonel  Hamilton 
and  myself  rode  to  King's  Ferry,  but  he  had  before  this  gained 
the  enemy's  vessel. 

"  We  expect  Andre  here  every  minute.  I  lament  Arnold's 
escape,  that  we  might  have  punished  such  a  high  piece  of  per- 
fidiousness,  and  prevented  the  enemy  from  profiting  by  his 
information.  Andre  has  ventured  daringly  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  a  great  end  ;  fortunate  for  us  his  abilities  failed 
him,  as  it  was  on  the  point  of  being  finished,  and  he  must  in 
all  human  probability  submit  to  the  fate  of  a  common  spy."  1 

Another  correspondent  says  : a — "  I  doubt  not  you  have 
heard,  ere  this  reaches  you,  of  the  most  cursed  plot  ever  formed 
by  man,  for  the  seizing  of  the  person  of  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Washington,  with  his  family,  on  their  return  from  the 
eastward,  which  would  have  taken  place  on  the  night  of  the 
25th  instant,  had  it  not  been  providentially  discovered  by  the 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  October  8. 

*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  the  camp,  dated  Tappan,  Septem- 
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taking  of  a  person  who  turns  out  to  bo  Major  Andre,  Adjutant- 
General  to  General  Clinton,  who,  it  seems,  has  been  all  through 
our  camp,  disguised  in  the  habit  of  a  servant,  and  acted,  when 
in  camp,  as  waiting  man  to  one  Joseph  Smith,  formerly  of 
New  York,  who  lives  near  King's  Ferry.  General  Arnold  was 
the  principal  agent  in  carrying  on  this  diabolical  scheme.  I 
shall  endeavor,  from  the  information  received,  to  give  you  the 
particulars,  viz. : 

"  On  the  2oth  of  this  instant,  Colonel  Andre  was  stopped 
by  three  of  the  militia,1  at  or  near  Tarry  town,  upon  which  he 
produced  General  Arnold's  pass,  in  the  following  words: 
4  Permit  the  bearer  to  pass  all  guards  and  outposts  of  the  Con- 
tinental army  wheresoever  posted.'  The  pass  being  some- 
what singular,  the  militia  undertook  to  detain  him,  notwith- 
standing it  was  signed  by  General  Arnold.  "When  Andre  found 
he  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  pass  him,  he  then  offered 
them  one  hundred  guineas,  and  it  is  said,  rose  to  four  hundred 
if  they  would  dismiss  him.  This  convinced  them  that  he  was  a 
person  of  consequence  and  a  spy,  upon  which  they  pinioned 
him  and  conducted  him  to  one  of  their  officers,  who  ordered  him 
stripped,  and  his  boots  being  the  first  articles  taken  off,  they 
therein  discovered  a  plan  of  the  fortifications  at  West  Point 
and  King's  Ferry,  and  our  encampment  at  this  place.  Unfortu- 
nately for  us,  as  they  were  searching  Andre,  a  gentleman 
passed  by,  who  inquired  who  he  was,  and  was  answered  by 
the  militia  that  he  was  a  spy,  and  Adjutant-General  of  the 
British  army  ;  upon  which  the  gentleman,  pleased  no  doubt 
with  the  intelligence,  rode  off  to  West  Point,  and  acquainted 
General  A  mold  with  the  same,  not  suspecting  him  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  affair.  A  mold  apprehending  the  whole  matter 
was  discovered,  immediately  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  to 
the  water  side,  where  his  barge  lay  ready  to  receive  him,  and 
pushed  off.  Just  at  this  instant  his  Excellency  appeared  in 
sight,  and  being  acquainted  with  the  taking  of  Andre,  and 
Arnold's  sudden  flight,  Colonel  Hamilton,  one  of  his  Excel- 
lency's aids,  was  despatched  to  King's  Ferry  with  all  possible 

■ 

1  John  Paulding,  Darid  Williams,  and  Iaaao  Van  Wart. 
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speed,  in  hopes  of  stopping  him,  but  the  barge,  rowed  by  eight 
stout  fellows,  had  passed  by  before  the  colonel's  arrival ;  and 
he  had  the  mortification  to  see  the  greatest  villain  on  earth 
go  on  board  a  vessel  prepared  for  the  reception  of  his  Excel- 
lency and  family ;  on  board  of  which  vessel  Colonel  Beverly 
Robinson  was,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  picked  men,  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid. 

"  The  plan  was,  to  have  surprised  his  Excellency  and  fam- 
ily, with  the  Marquis  de  la  Lafayette,  in  the  dead  time  of  the 
night,  in  the  above-mentioned  Robinson's  house,  which  was 
the  quarters  of  Arnold,  and  where  his  Excellency  was  to  have 
lodged  that  night,  and  Robinson  was  pitched  upon  to  execute 
it,  as  being  best  acquainted  with  the  avenues  leading  thereto. 
Had  they  succeeded,  the  garrison  at  West  Point  was  next  to 
be  given  up."  1 

September  30. — This  afternoon  the  people  of  Philadelphia 
and  vicinity  made  a  demonstration  somewhat  unfavorable  to 
the  late  commander  at  West  Point,  by  carting  AmM  h  Ej_ 
that  notorious  conspirator  through  the  streets  of  mt  PhiUdeli>h* 
the  city.  The  exhibition  was  as  follows  : — A  stage  raised  on 
the  body  of  a  cart,  on  which  was  an  effigy  of  General  Arnold 
sitting ;  this  was  dressed  in  regimentals,  had  two  faces,  em- 
blematical of  his  traitorous  conduct,  a  mask  in  his  left  hand, 
and  a  letter  in  his  right  from  Beelzebub,  telling  him  that  he 
had  done  all  the  mischief  he  could  do,  and  now  he  must  hang 
himself. 

At  the  back  of  the  general  was  a  figure  of  the  Devil, 
dressed  in  black  robes,  shaking  a  purse  of  money  at  the  gen- 
eral's left  ear,  and  in  his  right  hand  a  pitchfork,  ready  to  drive 
him  into  hell  as  the  reward  due  for  the  many  crimes  which  his 
thirst  for  gold  had  made  him  commit. 

In  the  front  of  the  stage,  and  before  General  Arnold,  was 
placed  a  large  lantern  of  transparent  paper,  with  the  conse- 
quences of  his  crimes  thus  delineated,  i.  e. :  On  one  part  Gen- 
eral Arnold  on  his  knees  before  the  Devil,  who  is  pulling  him 

*  Pcnnaylrania  Packet,  October  8. 
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into  the  flames ;  a  label  from  the  general's  mouth  with  these 
words,  "  My  dear  sir,  I  have  served  you  faithfully  ;  "  to  which 
the  Devil  replies,  "  And  I'll  reward  you."  On  another  side, 
two  figures  hanging,  inscribed,  "  The  Traitor's  Reward,"  and 
written  underneath,  "  Tlie  Adjutant-General  of  the  British 
Army,  and  Joe  Smith  ;  the  first  hanged  as  a  spy,  and  the 
other  as  a  traitor  to  his  country."  And  on  the  front  of  the 
lantern  was  written  the  following  : — 

u  Major-Gen kkal  Benedict  Arnold,  latk  Commander  of 
the  Fort  West  Point.  Tue  crime  of  this  man  is  IIigu  Trea- 
son. 

"  lie  has  deserted  the  important  post  West  Point,  on  Hud- 
son River,  committed  to  his  charge  by  his  Excellency  the 
Commander-in-chief,  and  has  gone  off  to  the  enemy  at  New 
York. 

"  His  design  to  have  given  up  this  fortress  to  our  enemies, 
has  been  discovered  by  the  goodness  of  the  Omniscient  Creator, 
who  lias  not  only  prevented  him  carrying  it  into  execution, 
but  has  thrown  into  our  hands  Andre,  the  adjutant-general  of 
their  army,  who  was  detected  in  the  infamous  character  of  a  spy. 

"  The  treachery  of  this  ungrateful  general  is  held  up  to  pub- 
lic view,  for  the  exposition  of  infamy,  and  to  proclaim  with 
joyful  acclamation,  another  instance  of  the  interposition  of 
bounteous  Providence. 

"The  effigy  of  this  ingrate  is  therefore  hanged  (for  want  of 
his  body)  as  a  traitor  to  his  native  country,  and  a  betrayer  of 
the  laws  of  honor." 

The  procession  began  about  four  o'clock  in  the  following 
order  : — Several  gentlemen  mounted  on  horseback  ;  a  line  of 
Continental  officers  ;  sundry  gentlemen  in  a  line  ;  a  guard  of 
the  city  infantry  ;  just  before  the  cart,  drums  and  fifes  playing 
the  Rogue's  March  ;  guards  on  each  side. 

The  procession  was  attended  with  a  numerous  concourse 
of  people,  who  after  expressing  their  abhorrence  of  the  treason 
and  the  traitor,  committed  him  to  the  flames,  and  left  both  the 
effigy  and  the  original  to  sink  into  ashes  and  oblivion.' 

'  Pennajlvaiii*  Packet,  October  £. 
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A  correspondent,  in  a  letter  to  the  printer  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Packet,  referring  to  the  foregoing,  says  : — u  I  was  sorry 
to  see  that  in  your  last  paper,  giving  an  account  r,(.oIzcbllb  to 
of  the  funeral  of  Benedict  Arnold,  you  take  but  GlUt'ral  ArnoUL 
little  notice  of  the  letter  written  to  him  by  his  master.  As  I 
am  very  curious  of  these  original  pieces,  I  took  a  copy  of  it, 
and  I  beg  you  to  publish  it  in  your  next : 

"  '  A  letter  from  his  Infernal  Majesty  Burlatarra  Beelze- 
bub, to  Alan  Bizrael,  commonly  called  Benedict  Arnold,  a 
true  copy  of  the  original  which  he  had  in  his  hand  before  he 
was  burnt,  in  Philadelphia,  September  30,  1780. 

" 4  Faithful  Buzrael, — You  remember  that  before  we  sent  you 
into  the  world  to  prepare  the  ruin  of  America,  (the  worthy 
object  of  our  indignation  being  by  its  situation  capable  of 
more  virtue  than  any  country  in  the  world,)  we  ordered  yon 
to  begin  by  great  exertions  of  bravery,  to  gain  the  affections 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  bestow  on  yourself  their  confidence  and 
their  friendship.  You  succeeded  very  well  in  this  business, 
and  you  were  even  skilful  enough  to  seduce  and  associate  to 
your  operations  some  powerful  citizens  of  their  country,  whom 
we  shall  reward  in  time  for  their  great  achievements.  We 
assure  you  of  our  royal  satisfaction  in  this  particular,  and  we 
are  glad  to  see  that  you  obtained  the  title  of  a  general,  in  which 
dignity  you  may  be  able  to  do  more  mischief  than  in  any 
other.  But  we  cannot  approve  of  the  choice  you  made  of 
your  face,  which  has  something  roguish  in  it,  and  does  not 
quite  inspire  all  that  confidence  we  expected.  We  understand, 
by  some  savages,  both  English  and  Americans,  lately  arrived 
in  our  dominions,  that  what  they  call  the  virtuous  citizens  of 
America  suspect  you  very  much  of  being  an  enemy  to  their 
country.  We  sec  with  great  abhorrence,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing all  your  secret  intrigues  to  ruin  the  country,  the  independ- 
ence of  America  acquires  every  day  more  strength  and 
solidity  ;  their  commerce  is  flourishing  more  than  ever,  their 
country  affords  them  every  kind  of  provisions,  their  patriotism 
grows  more  and  more  invincible.  We  deplore  with  our  friends 
in  England  the  good  condition  of  their  army,  and  the  bravery 
of  their  soldiers.    Our  kingdom  trembles  at  the  very  name  of 
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Washington,  and  we  detest  him  as  much  as  he  is  adored  by 
his  country  men.  We  expect  that  vou  will  find  some  effectual 
means  to  deliver  us  from  this  powerful  enemy,  but  particularly 
to  put  an  end,  by  a  capital  stroke,  to  all  the  pretensions  of  that 
people,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  after  their  subjection  they 
will  be  in  a  few  years  as  corrupted,  as  wicked,  as  cruel  as 
their  mother  country.  We  rely  entirely  upon  your  abilities, 
but  at  the  same  time  we  require  a  prompt  execution  of  our 
orders  :  your  affectionate  King,  Beelzebub.' 

OcTonEi*  1. — Yesterday  the  board  of  general  officers  ap- 
pointed by  General  Washington  for  the  trial  of  the  unfortu- 
Andr»  Hfntenrtd  nate  Major  Andre,  having  fully  considered  the 
u,  bo  nun*.  fa(.tg  belonging  to  his  case,  reported  that  he  "  ought 
to  be  considered  as  a  spy  from  the  enemy,  and  that  agreeably 
to  the  law  and  usage  of  nations,  in  their  opinion  he  ought  to 
suffer  death."  General  Washington  approved  of  this  opinion, 
and  ordered  the  execution  to  take  place  this  afternoon,  but 
owing  to  the  arrival  of  a  flag  from  the  enemy,  it  is  postponed 
until  to-morrow  at  noon.' 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Andre  to 
his  Excellency  General  Washington,  received  to-day : 

"  Sir  : — Buoyed  above  the  fear  of  death,  by  the  conscious- 
ness of  a  life  spent  in  the  pursuit  of  honor,  and  fully  sensible 
that  it  has  at  no  time  been  stained  by  any  action  which,  at 
this  serious  moment,  could  give  me  remorse,  I  have  to  solicit 
your  Excellency,  if  there  is  any  thing  in  my  character  which 
excites  your  esteem,  if  aught  in  my  circumstances  can  excite 
you  with  compassion,  that  I  maybe  permitted  to  die  the  death 
of  a  soldier ;  it  is  my  last  request,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  grant- 
ed.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c."  * 

Octorer  2. — Arnold's  conduct  since  he  went  to  New 
York,  is  a  greater  proof  of  his  villany  (if  greater  villany  is 

■  Pennsylvania  Packet,  October  7. 

1  CHft'u  Diary ;  and  MS.  letter  from  Charles  Wilson  to  Timothy  Payne, 
•  New  Jersey  Journal,  October  25. 
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possible)  than  his  late  treason.  At  his  arrival  with  the  British, 
says  a  gentleman  in  the  American  army,  lie  had  upwards  of 
fifty  of  our  warmest  friends  in  New  York  taken  AnwMat 
up,  and  put  into  dungeons  and  other  places  NtwWt 
of  confinement.  But  there  is  a  Providence  attending  the  un- 
happy friends  to  their  country,  that  puts  it  out  of  his  power  to 
injure  them,  other  than  imprisonment.  Such  Mas  the  precipi- 
tate flight  lie  made,  to  save  his  neck  from  the  halter,  that  he 
had  no  time  to  move  off  a  single  paper,  or  any  other  matter 
which  can  be  ^a  testimony  against  those  he  would  otherwise 
ruin  in  person  and  estate.1 

General  Robertson,  of  the  British  army,  came  up  yester- 
day to  Dobb's  Ferry  with  a  flag,  which  was  soon  dismissed,  it 
being  of  60  trite  a  nature,  viz.,  to  entreat  his  rx(>fiitlnn  of 
Excellency  General  Washington,  at  the  request  Amir* 
of  Sir  Harry  Clinton,  to  use  lenity  to  Major  Andre;  it  had 
the  effect  to  respite  him  for  6ome  hours,  as  the  flag  did  not 
return  till  five  o'clock,  which  was  the  hour  fixed  in  general 
orders  for  his  execution.  This  day  at  twelve  o'clock  it  took 
place,  by  hanging  him  by  the  neck.  Perhaps  no  person  (on 
like  occasion)  ever  suffered  the  ignominious  death,  that  was 
more  regretted  by  officers  and  soldiers  of  everv  rank  in  our 
army  ;  or  did  I  ever  see  any  person  meet  his  fate  with  more 
fortitude  and  equal  conduct.  AV hen  he  was  ordered  to  mount 
the  wagon  under  the  gallows,  he  replied  :  "  lie  was  ready  to 
die,  but  wished  the  mode  to  have  been  in  some  more  eligible 
way preferring  to  be  shot.  After  he  had  opened  his  shirt 
collar,  fixed  the  rope,  and  tied  the  silk  handkerchief  over  his 
eyes,  he  was  asked  by  the  officer  commanding  the  troops,  if  he 
wished  to  say  any  thing?  He  replied  :  u  I  have  said  all  I  had 
to  say  before,  and  have  only  to  request  the  gentlemen  present, 
to  bear  testimony  that  I  met  death  as  a  brave  man."  * 


*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  camp,  Tappan,  October  l.—Ptntutyleania  Packet, 
October  10. 

'  lie  was  dressed  in  full  uniform,  and  after  the  execution  bin  servant  demanded 
his  clothing,  which  he  received.    His  body  was  buried  near  the  gallows. 
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The  flag  mentioned  to  have  come  out  with  General  Robert- 
son, was  received  by  General  Greene  and  Colonel  Hamilton  ; 
and  what  is  curious,  Arnold  sent  his  resignation,  with  desire 
that  General  Washington  should  forward  it  to  Congress,  with 
an  insolent  letter,  intimating  he  would  never  serve  Congress  any 
more,  nor  need  they  expect  it.  And,  moreover,  that  if  Major 
Andre  should  l>c  executed  by  order  of  General  Washington, 
that  he  would  strike  a  blow  on  some  of  his  friends  on  the  con- 
tinent, that  should  sufficiently  retaliate  for  his  loss  to  his 
Prince.  General  Greene,  when  lie  read  the  letter,  treated  it 
with  contempt,  and  threw  it  on  the  ground  before  General 
Robertson,  that  he  might  return  it  to  the  traitor  if  he  thought 
proper.  The  hanging  of  Major  Andre,  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent officers  and  polite  men  in  the  British  army,  and  the  second 
life  of  Clinton,  shows  we  are  not  deterred  by  great  menaces, 
but  determined  to  extirpate  our  enemies  one  by  one,  until 
peace  shall  be  restored  to  our  country.' 

October  5. — Died  the  second  instant,  at  his  house  at  Ring- 
wood,  Robert  Erskinc,  F.  R.  S.,  and  geographer  to  the  army 
Bow  Erakine  °^ tno  United  States,  in  the  forty -sixth  year  of  his 
Died.  age .  a  ]nan  m  w]j0m  were  united  the  Christian 
and  the  gentleman.  His  integrity  and  unbounded  benevolence 
have  rendered  his  death  a  loss  to  the  public,  and  a  subject  of 
sincere  regret  to  all  his  acquaintances.    He  made  the  laws  of 

1  Pena«ylvania  Packet,  October  10.  General  Arnold,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of 
the  execution  of  Major  Andre,  struck  with  this  daring  :ict  of  Washington's,  and 
alarmed  for  the  safety  of  a  hcautiful  and  affectionate  wife  and  four  fine  children 
he  had  left  behind  at  West  Point,  wrote  immediately  the  following  laconic  note  to 
the  rebel  commander : 

"Sir, — The  wanton  execution  of  a  gallant  British  officer  in  cold  blood,  may 
be  only  the  prelude  to  further  butcheries  on  the  same  ill-f.;tcd  occasion.  Neces- 
sity compelled  me  to  leave  behind  me  in  your  camp,  a  wife  and  offspring,  that  are 
endeared  to  me  by  every  sacred  tie.  If  any  violence  be  offered  to  them,  remem- 
ber I  will  revenge  their  wrongs  in  a  deluge  of  American  blood ! 

"  Yours,  4c.f 

"  B.  Arnold. 

"New  York,  October  8,  1780. 

"  Hit  Excellency  General  Wathtngttm." 
No  anjwer  wan  received  to  the  ubore.—Upcott,  vi.  08. 
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justice  the  invariable  rule  of  his  conduct,  and  upon  this  prin- 
ciple espoused  the  cause  of  America,  in  which  he  served  his 
country  with  approbation  and  universal  esteem.1 

General  Arnold  has  been  hung  in  effigy,  and  burnt  at 
Boston,  Providence,  and  other  places  in  New  England.  The 
figure  was  committed  to  the  flames  in  sight  of  the  famous  Elm 
of  Liberty  in  Providence,  and  several  persons  from  the  neigh- 
boring towns  assisted  at  the  ceremony.' 

SATAN"  AND  ARNOLD. 

Quoth  Satan  to  Arnold,  My  worthy  good  fellow, 

I  love  you  much  hotter  than  ever  1  did ; 
You  lire  like  a  prince,  with  Ilal  may  get  mellow, 

But  mind  that  you  both  do  just  what  I  bid. 

Quoth  Arnold  to  Satan,  My  friend  do  not  doubt  mc, 

I  will  strictly  adhere  to  all  your  great  views, 
To  you  I'm  devoted,  with  all  things  about  mc, 

You'll  permit  me,  I  hope,  to  die  in  my  shoes." 

October  9. — TViien  we  sec  a  man  who  has  formerly  at- 
tracted esteem,  at  once  falling  into  the  greatest  contempt,  and 
becoming  the  opprobrium  and  shame  of  his  country,  we  feel 
a  mixture  of  passions  in  striking  him  off  the  list  of  honest  men 
to  degrade  him  with  the  most  infamous.  The  good  citizen  is 
ready  to  reproach  himself  for  having  misplaced  his  esteem,  and 
would  fain  strip  the  wretch  even  of  those  qualities  that  had 
the  semblance  of  good  and  occasioned  the  error.  It  is  thus 
we  regard  Arnold,  whose  name  must  now  go  down  to  posterity 
with  the  epithet  traitor.  We  seethe  traitor  Arnold  in  his  deg- 
radation and  misery,  deprived  even  of  the  honor  of  having 
been  brave.  But  why  should  we  contest  this  advantage  ? 
Have  not  robbers  and  assassins  who  take  from  the  passenger 
his  purse  and  his  life ;  have  not  incendiaries,  parricides,  and 
traitors,  a  certain  species  of  bravery  ?    AVe  may  leave,  then,  to 

1  Pennsylvania  racket,  October  28.  "  Upcott,  vi.  151. 

•  New  Jersey  Gaiette,  November  1. 
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the  traitor  Arnold  this  quality,  which  can  only  serve  to  place 
his  crimes  in  a  stronger  point  of  light.  His  treason,  avarice, 
hypocrisy,  ingratitude,  barbarity,  falsehood,  deception,  pecu- 
lation, and  robbery,  all  these  are  the  base  and  black  crimes  of 
this  conspirator. 

1.  Treason.  He  solicited  the  command  of  the  bulwark  of 
America  on  purpose  to  deliver  it,  with  his  benefactor  and  gen- 
eral, into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

2.  Avarice.  Should  we  give  a  particular  account  of  the 
bargain  he  concluded,  and  the  disputes  about  the  price  at 
which  he  sold  himself  and  country,  even  Britons  themselves 
must  blush  at  the  infamy. 

3.  Hypocrisy.  The  traitor  Arnold  had  the  face  to  speak 
of  religion  in  his  address  to  the  Americans.  He  had  so  totally 
6old  himself  to  the  English,  and  was  6o  entirely  lost  to  every 
moral  sentiment,  as  not  to  perceive  that  Providence  itself  had 
patronized  the  cause  of  our  independence,  by  discovering  his 
plots  in  a  manner  next  to  miraculous. 

4.  Ingratitude.  lie  aimed  to  plant  a  dagger  in  the  bosom 
of  his  country,  which  had  raised  him  from  the  obscurity  in 
which  he  was  born,  to  honor  which  never  could  have  been 
the  object  even  of  his  most  sanguine  hopes. 

5.  Barbarity.  He  intended  to  deliver  up  the  fortress  of 
America  to  the  Britons,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  cover  his  own 
perfidy,  he  designed  there  should  be  all  the  appearance  of  a 
sincere  assault,  in  which  many  brave  men  must  have  fallen 
victims  to  his  treason,  and  only  to  screen  him  from  the  shame 
of  it. 

6.  Falsehood.  Falsehood  to  his  own  officers  and  troops, 
falsehood  to  his  general,  falsehood  to  his  country,  false  pass- 
ports, and  false  oaths,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  this 
horrid  business. 

7.  Mean  deception.  "What  subtleties  and  dissemblings, 
what  evasions  and  lies  did  he  employ  to  conceal  his  plot !  A 
villain  who  had  stolen  the  purse  of  his  master  could  not  be 
reduced  to  so  ignominious  a  situation.  If  the  fortune  of  war 
should  ever  throw  him  into  our  power,  he  would  doubtless 
protest  that  his  design  in  going  over  to  New  York,  was  only 
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to  deceive  the  Britons,  and  to  obtain  a  command  by  which  he 
might  better  serve  the  Americans  by  betraying  their  enemies. 

8.  Peculation,  His  papers  contain  the  most  authentic  and 
incontestable  proofs  of  this  crime  ;  and  that  he  never  regarded 
his  important  employments  but  only  as  power  which  enabled 
him  to  pillage  the  public  with  impunity. 

9.  Itolbcry.  lie  robbed  his  country  at  the  time  of  her 
deepest  distress.  He  robbed  his  own  soldiers  when  they 
wanted  necessaries.  He  robbed  a  poor  helpless  woman  of  a 
pittance  she  had  earned  by  service  for  his  army.  lie  robbed 
his  own  friends,  who  trusted  and  had  greatly  served  him. 

This  is  the  man  to  whom  we  are  told  the  Britons  have 
given  the  rank  of  a  general  in  their  army.  This  may  be  true, 
perhaps  they  are  capable  of  such  an  act.  But  if  there  is  an 
officer  of  honor  left  in  the  British  army,  he  will  sooner  resign 
his  commission,  or  die  by  his  own  sword,  than  serve  under,  or 
rank  with,  Benedict  Arnold.' 

October  19. — The  Governor  of  New  York  hath  issued  a 
proclamation,  recommending  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  State, 
to  observe  Thursday,  the  second  day  of  Novem-  nwiiiwiii^ 
ber  next,  as  a  day  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving  to  1>*y- 
Almighty  God,  for  the  recent  and  remarkable  deliverance 
wrought  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  of  this 
State  in  particular,  by  the  discovery  of  the  treasonable  conspi- 
racy for  betraying  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  ;  to  deprecate  his  wrath  for  the  evils  pre- 
valent among  us,  and  humbly  to  implore  a  continuance  of  his 
favor  and  protection.* 

October  20. — Governor  Johnstone,  says  a  writer  in 
England,  has  received  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Brydges  Bod- 
ney,  from  New  York,  containing  the  following,  Rodney**  Account 
amongst  many  other  authentic  particulars,  of  the  capture  of  And™, 
late  discovery  of  Arnold's  plot.  He  says  that  the  miscarriage 
of  the  plan  was  owing  entirely  to  delay  ;  for  that  Major  Andre 

■ 

1  Boston  Independent  Chronicle,  Dec.  8.       *  Pennsylvania  Packet,  Oct.  24. 
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had  acted  as  valet  de  chambre  to  Arnold  for  some  time,  and 
had  been  twice  backward  and  forward  from  New  York  to 
Washington's  camp.  His  detention  was  owing  entirely  to  ac- 
cident, and  a  want  of  presence  of  mind  ;  for  after  he  had  been 
seized  by  the  three  stragglers  who  first  took  him,  they  suffered 
him  to  go ;  but  one  of  them  stopped  the  others,  and  insisted 
upon  going  after  him  again,  from  a  conviction  that  there  was 
something  suspicious"  about  him.  When  they  again  took  him, 
either  from  want  of  recollection,  or  lest  it  might  occasion  sus- 
picions injurious  to  Arnold,  he  did  not  produce  a  pass  from 
that  general  which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  but  imprudently 
offered,  first  his  gold  watch,  and  then  his  purse,  which  con- 
firmed their  suspicions.  As  soon  as  he  was  brought  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  and  his  person  identified,  the  general,  after 
consulting  with  M.  De  Rochambeau,  sent  his  compliments  to 
Arnold,  who  had  the  command  of  five  forts,  amongst  which 
were  the  important  ones  of  West  Point  and  Stony  Point,  signi- 
fying their  joint  intention  of  visiting  him  the  next  day,  with  a 
request  that  his  troops,  consisting  of  twenty-seven  hundred 
men,  might  be  drawn  out.  Arnold  at  that  time  not  suspect- 
ing a  discovery,  returned  a  willing  answer  ;  but  Washington's 
aide-de-camp  unguardedly  dropping  some  expressions  of  a  spy 
being  taken,  and  great  discoveries  being  made  in  the  camp, 
Arnold  took  the  alarm,  and  escaped  precipitately  in  a  whale- 
boat.  General  Washington,  immediately  on  his  escape,  put 
General  Lord  Stirling,  seven  colonels,  and  two  members  of 
Congress,  under  an  arrest.  As  soon  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was 
apprised  of  Major  Andre's  situation,  he  sent  General  Robert- 
son witli  a  flag  of  truce,  to  obtain  his  release  on  terms  pro- 
posed by  him,  or  at  least  to  spare  his  life  ;  but  General  Wash- 
ington, acting  conformably  to  all  the  rules  of  war,  said  he 
could  consider  him  in  no  other  light  than  a  spy,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  relax  from  his  sentence.' 

October  23. — On  Arnold's  arrival  in  New  York,  the  saga- 
cious great  ones  supposed,  that  upon  paying  particular  atten- 

1  Upcott,  vi.  148. 
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tion  to  the  villain,  they  would  lessen  his  crimes  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  and  introduce  him  to  the  notice  of  their  circle, 
without  which  they  foresaw  he  must  sink  into  oh-  Arn)<ll,an(, 
scurityand  contempt.  He  was  accordingly  in  np-  °'n-  k^'*0"- 
pearancc  caressed  by  all  in  power,  and  General  Robertson's 
house  fixed  upon  for  his  residence.  "Whenever  he  chose  to  ride, 
the  different  aids  in  rotation  attended  him  in  his  promenade, 
which  gave  rise  to  the  following  anecdote  :  One  morning  when 
it  was  General  Robertson's  aid's  tonr,  he  remonstrated  with  the 
general  against  it,  and  showed  evident  marks  of  reluctance  to 
go  upon  that  piece  of  duty.  The  general  desired  to  know  the 
reason.  The  aid  honestly  confessed,  that  to  be  seen  attending 
such  a  scoundrel  through  the  streets,  very  much  injured  his 
feelings.  To  which  old  Jemmy,  pulling  up  his  breeches,  re- 
plied, "Ilut!  hut!  mun,  and  what  think  you  of  my  feelings?" 1 


AN  EPIGRAM. 

'Twas  Arnold's  post  Sir  ITarrr  sought, 
Arnold  ne'er  enter'd  in  his  thought. 
How  ends  the  bargain  ?  let  us  Dee, 
The  fort  is  safe  as  safe  can  be, 
His  favorite  perforce  must  die, 
His  view's  laid  bare  to  cv'ry  eye ; 
His  money's  gone — and  lo !  he  pains 
One  scoundrel  more  for  all  his  pains. 
Andre  was  gen'rous,  true,  and  bruve, 
And  in  his  room  he  buys  a  knave. 
'Tis  sure  ordain'd  that  Arnold  cheats 
All  those,  of  course,  with  whom  he  treats. 
Now  lqt  the  Devil  suspect  a  bite, 
Or  Arnold  cheats  him  of  his  right.* 


October  27. — Last  evening,  the  infamous  traitor  Arnold 
was  carried  through  New  Milford,  Connecticut,  in  effigy.  He 
made  his  appearance  sitting  on  his  coffin,  in  a  Ar,,„MV  Effl!rv  fct 
horse-cart,  hung  round  with  several  pair  of  splen-  N,  w  Milfora- 
did  lanterns;  behind  the  traitor  stood  the  Devil,  who  seemed, 
however,  ashamed  of  so  unprofitable  a  servant.    The  traitor 


1  New  Jersey  Journal,  Jan.  81,  1781. 
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being  dressed  in  uniform,  pinioned,  and  properly  accoutred 
for  the  gallows,  having  made  the  tour  of  the  town,  was  brought 
under  strong  guard  to  the  place  of  execution,  where,  in  the 
view  of  some  hundred  spectators  he  was  formally  hanged,  cut 
down,  and  buried.  The  numerous  populace  expressed  their 
universal  contempt  of  the  traitor,  by  the  hissing  explosion  of 
a  multitude  of  squibs  and  crackers,  with  which  they  graced 
his  exit,  as  well  as  their  joy  at  the  timely  discovery  of  his  hell- 
ish  treason,  bv  a  beautiful  illumination  of  the  town.  The 

'  ay 

whole  procession  and  execution,  with  all  things  pertaining  to 
the  exhibition,  were  conducted  with  the  greatest  decency  and 
good  order.  Thirteen  volleys  were  fired  by  the  guards,  and 
three  cheers  given  by  the  people  in  testimony  of  their  joy  that 
the  States  were  rid  of  the  traitor.  Tins  closed  the  scene.  On 
the  heart  of  the  traitor  was  fixed  a  label  expressive  of  his  real 
character,  the  justice  of  his  condemnation,  and  a  bequest  of  his 
soul  to  the  Devil.  A  label  from  the  Devil's  mouth  announced 
his  acceptance  of  the  bequest,  in  regard  to  the  traitor's  inten- 
tional service;  but  on  account  of  his  motley  performance,  as- 
signed him  a  place  below  every  Devil  of  enterprise  and  prin- 
ciple. 

It  is  hoped  the  ever  memorable  25th  of  September  (the  day 
when  the  blackest  of  crimes  was  unfolded)  will  be  observed 
yearly  throughout  the  United  States  of  America,  and  handed 
down  to  the  latest  posterity,  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  the 
traitor.* 

October  30. — Colonels  Campbell  and  Sevter  have  taken  a 
great  part  of  Cornwallis'  army,  and  a  precious  crew  of  Tories, 
B«tue  of  King  a  at  King's  Mountain.*    The  battle  took  place  on 

Mountain.        tJie  7th  jngtant>  more  t]lftn  an  lj0ur/ 

The  following  is  the  official  account : — "  On  receiving  intelli- 
gence that  Major  Ferguson  had  advanced  up  as  high  as  Gil- 

1  Pennsylvania  Pucket,  January  16,  1781. 

•  King's  Mountain  is  situated  near  the  Cherokee  Ford,  in  the  northern  part  of 
South  Carolina.  The  battle  ground  i*  about  one  mile  and  a  half  north  of  the 
South  Carolina  line. 

•  Clift'B  Diary. 
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bert  town,  in  Rutherford  county,  and  threatened  to  cross  the 
mountains  to  the  western  waters,  Colonel  "William  Campbell, 
with  four  hundred  men  from  Washington  countv  in  Virginia, 
Col.  Isaac  Shelby,  with  two  hundred  and  forty  men  from  Sul- 
livan county  in  North  Carolina,  and  Lieut. -Col.  John  Sevier, 
with  two  hundred  and  forty  men  of  Washington  county,  North 
Carolina,  assembled  at  Wattango,  on  the  25th  of  September, 
where  they  were  joined  by  Col.  Charles  McDowell  with  one 
hundred  and  sixty  men  from  the  counties  of  Burke  and  Ruther- 
ford, who  had  fled  before  the  enmey  to  the  western  waters. 
We  began  our  inarch  on  the  20th,  and  on  the  30th  we  were 
joined  by  Col.  Cleveland,  on  the  Catawba  River,  with 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  the  counties  of  Wilkes  and 
Surrey.  No  one  officer  having  properly  a  right  to  the  com- 
mand-in-chief, on  the  1st  of  October  we  despatched  an  ex- 
press to  Major-General  Gates,  informing  him  of  our  situation, 
and  requesting  him  to  send  a  general  officer  to  take  command 
of  the  whole.  In  the  mean  time,  Colonel  Campbell  was  chosen 
to  act  as  commandant,  till  such  general  officer  should  arrive. 
We  marched  to  the  Cowpens  on  Broad  River,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, where  we  were  joined  by  Colonel  James  Williams,  with 
four  hundred  men,  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  October.  lie 
informed  us  that  the  enemy  lay  encamped  somewhere  near  the 
Cherokee  ford  of  Broad  River,  about  thirty  miles  distant  from 
us. 

"  By  a  council  of  the  principal  officers  it  was  there  thought 
advisable  to  pursue  the  enemy  that  night,  with  nine  hundred 
of  the  best  horsemen,  and  leave  the  weak  horse  and  footmen 
to  follow  as  fast  as  possible.  We  began  our  march  with  nine 
hundred  of  the  best  men  about  eight  o'clock  the  same  evening, 
and  marching  all  night,  came  up  with  the  enemy  about  three 
o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  7th.  They  were  encamped  on  the  top  of 
King's  Mountain,  twelve  miles  north  of  the  Cherokee  ford,  in 
the  confidence  that  they  could  not  be  forced  from  so  advanta- 
geous a  post.  Previous  to  the  attack,  on  our  march,  the  fol- 
lowing disposition  was  made:  Colonel  Shelby's  regiment 
formed  a  column  in  the  centre  on  the  left ;  Col.  Campbell's 
another  on  the  right;  part  of  Col.  Cleveland's  regiment, 
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headed  in  front  by  Major  Winston,  and  Colonel  Sevier's, 
formed  a  large  column  on  the  right  wing ;  the  other  part  of 
Cleveland's  regiment,  headed   by  Col.   Cleveland  himself, 
and  Colonel  Williams's  regiment,  composed  the  left  wing.  In 
this  order  we  advanced  and  got  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of 
the  enemy  before  we  were  discovered.    Col.  Shelby's  and  Col. 
Campbell's  regiments  began  the  attack,  and  kept  up  a  fire  on 
the  enemy,  while  the  right  and  left  wings  were  advancing  to 
surround  them,  which  was  done  in  about  five  minutes,  and  the 
fire  became  general  all  around.    The  engagement  lasted  an 
hour  and  five  minutes,  the  greatest  part  of  which  time  a  heavy 
and  incessant  fire  Was  kept  up  on  both  sides.    Our  men,  in 
some  parts  where  the  regulars  fought,  were  obliged  to  give 
way  a  small  distance  two  or  three  times,  but  rallied  and  re- 
turned with  additional  ardor  to  the  attack.    The  troops  upon 
the  right  having  gained  the  summit  of  the  eminence,  obliged 
the  enemy  to  retreat  along  the  top  of  the  ridge  to  where  Col. 
Cleveland  commanded,  and  were  there  stopped  by  his  brave 
men  ;  a  flag  was  immediately  hoisted  by  Captain  Dcpeyster, 
the  commanding  officer,  (Major  Ferguson  having  been  killed 
a  little  before,)  for  a  surrender.    Our  fire  immediately  ceased, 
and  the  enemy  laid  down  their  arms,  the  greatest  part  of  them 
loaded,  and  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  to  us  at  discre- 
tion.   It  appears  from  their  own  provision  returns  for  that 
day,  found  in  their  camp,  that  their  whole  foree  consisted  of 
eleven  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  out  of  which  they  sus- 
tained a  very  heavy  loss.1 

• 

1  Account  of  the  action  given  by  Colonels  Campbell,  Cleveland,  and  Shelby, 
in  the  New  York  Packet,  November  23.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  low 
in  this  battle,  as  given  by  the  above  colonels  : — "  Of  the  regulars,  one  major,  one 
captain,  two  sergeants,  and  fifteen  privates  killed ;  thirty-five  privates  wounded, 
left  on  the  ground  unable  to  march ;  two  captains,  four  lieutenants,  three  en- 
signs, one  surgeon,  five  sergeants,  three  corporals,  one  drummer,  and  forty-nine 
privates  taken  prisoners. 

Loss  of  the  Tories,  two  colonels,  three  captains,  and  two  hundred  and  one 
privates  killed ;  one  major  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  privates  wounded, 
and  left  on  the  ground  not  able  to  march;  one  colonel,  twelve  captains,  eleven 
lieutenants,  two  ensigns,  one  quartermaster,  one  adjutant,  two  commissaries, 
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November  1.  —Mr.  Washington  seems  to  be  playing  the 
royal  game  of  goose  with  Messrs.  Clinton  and  -  Knyphauscn, 
when  by  a  single  shifting  of  his  position,  he  can  oblige  them 
to  begin  the  game  afresh.  These  generals  had  therefore  better 
take  great  care  how  they  attempt  trapping  this  old  fox,  lest 
they  themselves  might  fall  into  the  same  trap.' 

November  4. — By  accounts  from  Maryland  we  are  in- 
formed, that  the  like  spirit  of  patriotism  has  been  kindled 
amongst  the  women  of  that  State  as  in  Philadel-  p.triot|Srnofthe 
phia.  Large  sums  have  been  presented  for  the  M*rJrl*D'1  w,»™«- 
use  of  the  brave  American  army  ;  part  of  which  has  been  laid 
out  in  linen,  and  in  one  town,  Baltimore,  six  hundred  shirts 
have  been  made  for  the  immediate  supply  of  the  troops  in 
that  article  of  clothing. 

Mrs.  Lee,  the  lady  of  his  Excellency,  the  governor  of  the 
State,'  had  early  written  to  women  of  the  several  counties, 
who  readily  engaged,  each  to  be  the  treasurer  of  her  particu- 
lar district.  Returns  have  not  yet  been  made  of  the  Bums 
presented,  but  in  some  counties,  that  of  Dorset  particularly, 
the  amount  of  thirty  pounds  in  specie,  has  been  presented  by 
some  individuals. 

In  the  city  of  Annapolis,  notwithstanding  many  of  the 
citizens  had  removed  to  their  country  seats  during  the  sum- 
mer season  of  the  year,  and  made  their  contributions  in  the 
respective  districts  of  their  residence,  yet  there  has  been  col- 

eightecn  sergeants,  and  six  hundred  privates  taken  prisoners.    Total  loss  of  the 

enemy,  eleven  hundred  and  five  men  at  King's  Mountain. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Camp, 
(Signed)  William  Campbell, 

Isaac  Siiklbt, 

Benjh.  Cleveland. 

The  loss  on  our  side  was,  killed,  one  colonel,  one  major,  one  captain,  two 
lieutenants,  four  ensigns,  nineteen  privates — total,  twenty-eight.  Wounded,  one 
major,  three  captains,  three  lieutenants,  fifty-three  privates.  Totul  sixty-four 
wounded. 

1  New  Jersey  Journal,  November  1. 

*  Thomas  Sim  Lee  was  governor  of  Maryland  from  1779  until  1788.  He  was 
afterwards  chosen  to  represent  the  State  in  Congress,  and  was  also  a  member  of 
the  convention  which  formed  the  Constitution.    He  died  in  1S19. 
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lectcd  to  the  amount  of  sixteen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  dollars,  and  one  third  currency ;  some  women 
offering  two,  some  live,  and  some  twenty  guineas  in  specie. 

It  is  needless  to  repeat  the  encomiums  that  have  been  al- 
ready given  to  the  females  for  their  exertions.  Every  Whig 
mind  must  be  sensible  that  they  deserve  the  highest  praise. 
Even  those  who  are  enemies  to  the  cause  must  admit,  that  their 
means  of  serving  it  do  honor  to  the  sex.  The  women  of 
every  part  of  the  globe  are  under  obligations  to  those  of 
America,  for  having  shown  that  females  are  capable  of  the 
highest  political  virtue.  Those  of  posterity  will  also  acknowl- 
edge that  they  derive  happiness  and  glory  from  them.  We 
cannot  help  imagining,  what  some  learned  and  elegant  histo- 
rian, the  Hume  of  the  future  America,  when  he  comes  to 
write  the  affairs  of  these  times,  will  say  on  the  subject. 

In  a  history,  which  we  may  suppose  to  be  published  about 
the  year  1820,  may  bo  found  a  paragraph  to  the  following  pur- 
pose : — "  The  treasury  was  now  exhausted,  and  the  army  in 
want  of  the  nece&sarie6  of  life  and  of  clothing,  when  the  women 
gave  a  respite  to  our  affairs,  by  one  of  those  exertions  that 
will  forever  do  honor  to  the  sex.  In  the  state  of  simplicity 
and  plainness  in  which  our  country  then  was,  they  had  not 
earrings  and  bracelets  to  give,  in  imitation  of  the  Roman 
ladies  on  a  like  occasion,  but  they  presented  gold  and  silver, 
and  what  share  of  the  paper  money  had  come  into  their  hands. 
This  was  laid  out  in  linens,  and  shirts  were  made  by  their 
hands  for  the  use  of  the  soldiery,  &c,  <fec,  <fce. 

"  Mrs.  Reed,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  lady  of  the  then  Presi- 
dent, a  most  amiable  woman,  was  the  first  to  patronize  the 
measure.  Mrs.  Lee,  of  Maryland,  lady  of  the  governor  of  that 
State,  a  woman  of  excellent  accomplishments,  was  in  her 
State  the  next  to  receive  the  patriotic  flame,  and  give  it  popu- 
larity among  her  sex. 

"  Mrs.  Washington,  of  Virginia,  lady  of  his  Excellency  the 
Commander-in-chief,  was  equally  favoring  to  it  in  her  State. ' 
The  Jerseys  had  been  already  warmed  by  the  example  of  the 
virtue  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  females  of  that  State,  <fcc, 
<fec,  <fcc." 1 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  November  4. 
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November  6. — A  writer  in  London,  says  : — The  incredi- 
ble fall  of  continental  currency  in  America,  may  be  understood 
from  the  following  notorious  fact,  viz. :  Ten  thou-  AmcHc,n 
sand  pounds  Maryland  currency  was  worth  six 
thousand  sterling ;  ten  thousand  pounds  continental  money  is 
worth  one  hundred  pounds.  The  difference  makes  a  loss  of  five 
thousand  nine  hundred  pounds  sterling,  being  as  sixty  to  one. 

This  was  the  exchange  at  Philadelphia  in  June  last,  and  as 
they  had  not  then  heard  of  Gates's  defeat,  it  must  be  now 
lower.  Actions  commenced  for  considerable  sums  by  credit- 
ors, have  been  obliged  to  be  withdrawn,  or  a  non-suit  suffered ; 
a  lawyer  of  eminence  not  opening  his  month  in  a  trial  of 
consequence,  under  a  fee  of  one  thousand  pounds,  though  the 
legal  fee  is  about  forty,  and  the  debt,  if  recovered,  being  paid 
in  continental  money,  dollar  for  dollar,  worth  now  but  a  penny, 
the  difference  between  a  penny  and  4ts.  6d.  sterling,  is  lost  to 
the  receiver.  The  Congress  having  called  in  the  former  emis- 
sions, forty  dollars  for  one,  and  giving  that  one  in  paper,  cuts 
off  every  hope  it  will  hereafter  appreciate.  The  freight  of  a 
hogshead  of  tobacco  is  three  hundred  pounds,  or  one  hogs- 
head for  the  carriage  of  another  ;  instead  of  the  creditor  pur- 
suing the  debtor  with  an  arrest,  the  debtor  pursues  the  cred- 
itor with  a  tender  of  continental  money,  and  forces  the  bond 
out  of  his  hand.  Hence  it  appears  what  the  best  fortunes  in 
that  country  are  reduced  to ;  an  unpleasing  reflection  it  must 
be !  for  time,  which  lightens  all  other  losses,  aggravates  the  loss 
of  fortune.  Every  day  we  feel  it  more,  because  we  stand  more 
in  want  of  the  conveniences  we  have  been  used  to.  On  the  other 
hand,  new  fortunes  are  made  on  the  ruin  of  old  ones.  War, 
which  keeps  the  spirits  in  motion,  has  diffused  a  taste  for 
gayety  and  dissipation.  The  French  Resident  at  Philadelphia 
gives  a  rout  twice  a  week  to  the  ladies  of  that  city,  amongst 
whom  French  hair-dressers,  milliners,  and  dancers  are  all  the 
ton.  The  Virginia  Jig  has  given  place  to  the  Cotillon,  and 
minuet-de-la-cour.  The  Congress  are  fallen  into  general  con- 
tempt, for  their  want  of  credit  and  power  ;  the  army  is  abso- 
lute, and  has  declared  it  will  not  submit  to  a  peace  made  by 
Congress ;  the  people  grumble,  but  are  obliged  to  surrender 


Digitized  by  GoQgl£  J 


870  DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION.  [1780. 

one  piece  of  furniture  after  another,  even  to  their  beds,  to  pay 
their  taxes.  After  all,  a  power  drawn  from  6uch  distant  and 
dissonant  parts  cannot  form  a  permanent  union.  The  force  of 
this  kingdom,  moving  uniformly  from  one  centre,  must  in  all 
human  probability  ultimately  prevail ;  or  an  accident  may 
produce,  in  an  instant,  what  the  most  powerful  efforts  require 
time  and  perseverance  to  accomplish. 

November  14. — It  is  reported,  that  when  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton heard  of  the  disgraceful  death  of  his  brave  and  faithful 
aide-de-camp,  Major  Andre,  he  made  a  solemn 
declaration  in  the  presence  of  many  of  the  British 
officers,  that  if  ever  "Washington  fell  into  his  hands,  he  would 
hang  him  on  the  instant,  and  bury  him  without  a  coffin. 

General  Arnold  was  one  of  the  principal  partisans  for  the 
American  rebellion,  and  has  distinguished  himself  in  the  field 
more  than  any  other  American.  The  public, 
doubtless,  remember  his  exploits  at  Quebec,  Sara- 
toga, the  Lakes,  and  many  other  places.  The  success  of  the 
rebel  arms  over  the  northern  army,  was  principally  owing  to 
his  bravery  and  judicious  arrangements.  His  acquisition  is 
regarded  at  New  York  as  a  very  fortunate  event,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  merit  of  that  gentleman  in  a  military  capacity, 
and  the  secrets  of  which  he  is  in  possession,  but  as  it  is  an  in- 
dication of  those  discontents  and  murmurings  that  have  been 
said  to  have  distracted,  for  some  time,  the  American  councils. 
It  is  a  common  saying  at  New  York,  that  the  sliip  must  be 
near  sinking  when  the  rats  are  leaving  it.1 

November  23. — This  evening  Major  Tallmadge*  returned 
to  Fail-field,  in  Connecticut,  from  a  very  spirited  and  gucecss- 
Rednctton  of  ^  enterprise  against  Fort  St.  George  on  Long 
Fort  st.  George.  jg]an(j  j  having  destroyed  the  fort  and  such  forage 
and  supplies  as  could  not  be  carried  away  by  his  men,  and 
taken  fifty  prisoners.  The  following  is  the  official  report  made 
by  the  major,  to  General  "Washington : — On  the  sixteenth  of 

1  Upcott,  ri.  146,  185,  167.  »  Benjamin  Tallmadgc. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1780.] 


CAPTURE  OF  FORT  8T.  GEORGE. 


871 


November,  in  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  orders,  a  de- 
tachment of  Colonel  Sheldon's  dismounted  dragoons,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Edgar,  were  ordered  to  march  the  next 
day  to  Fairfield,  to  which  place  I  directed  a  number  of  boats 
to  repair.  The  troops  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Fairfield  on 
the  evening  of  the  18th,  at  which  place,  by  reason  of  a  very 
severe  storm,  we  were  detained  till  the  21st  instant ;  on  the 
evening  of  which,  at  four  o'clock,  I  embarked  the  troops  in 
eight  boats ;  the  whole  in  number,  including  the  crews, 
amounted  to  about  eighty  men.  "With  a  favorable  wind  we 
landed  safely  on  Long  Island,  at  a  place  called  the  Old  Man's, 
about  eight  o'clock  the  same  evening.  After  leaving  about 
twenty  men  with  the  boats  in  charge  of  Captain  Sutton,  we 
began  our  march  to  put  your  Excellency's  orders  in  execution, 
but  a  very  severe  storm  coming  on,  however  it  might  have 
favored  an  attack  on  the  fort,  obliged  me  to  postpone  it,  as  I 
was  well  aware  that  attention  must  be  paid  as  well  to  a  favora- 
ble time  for  re-crossing  the  Sound  (which  is  at  this  place  more 
than  twenty  miles  wide)  as  to  attacking  the  fort.  I  accord- 
ingly concealed  the  troops  till  the  evening  of  the  22d,  when, 
at  seven  o'clock,  we  began  our  march  across  Long  Island,  and, 
at  three  o'clock  the  next  morning,  were  within  two  miles  of 
Fort  St.  George,  at  South  Haven.  By  the  most  accurate  in- 
formation, I  found  that  the  fort  and  other  works  had  been  en- 
tirely completed  but  a  few  days  before,  and  that  the  garrison 
consisted  of  about  fiftv  men.  It  may  be  necessarv  here  to  ob- 
serve,  that  the  works  of  Fort  St.  George  consisted  of  t  wo  large 
strong  houses,  and  a  fort  about  ninety  feet  square,  connected 
together  by  a  very  strong  stockade  or  line  of  sharpened  pickets 
twelve  feet  long,  the  whole  forming  a  triangle,  the  fort  and 
houses  standing  in  the  angles.  The  fort  consisted  of  a  high 
wall  and  a  deep  ditch,  encircled  with  a  strong  abatis,  having 
but  one  gate,  a  sally  port,  which  led  directly  into  the  grand 
parade  within  the  pickets.  This  fort  had  embrasures  for  six 
guns,  though  but  two  were  mounted  ;  the  houses  were  strong- 
ly barricaded.  From  this  description  I  found  it  necessary, 
small  as  my  detachment  was,  to  make  three  different  attacks 
at  the  same  time.    I  accordingly  detached  Lieutenant  Jackson 
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with  sixteen  men,  with  orders  to  advance  as  near  the  fort  as 
he  could  undiscovered,  and  there  to  halt  till  the  alarm  was 
given  by  the  advance  of  the  detachment  under  my  immediate 
command.  The  van  of  this  detachment,  who  carried  axes  to 
beat  down  obstructions,  was  led  by  Lieutenant  Brewster,  di- 
rectly against  the  new  house,  while  the  remainder,  with  Cap- 
tain Edirar  and  myself  at  their  head,  followed  close  after. 
Another  small  division  was  directed  to  file  off  and  surround 
the  other  house ;  Mr.  Simmons  bringing  up  the  rear,  with 
directions  to  halt  where  the  breach  might  be  made,  to  prevent 
the  garrison  from  escaping.  Thus  prepared,  the  troops  were 
put  in  motion  precisely  at  four  o'clock,  and,  contrary  to  my 
expectations,  the  pioneers  advanced  within  twenty  yards  of 
the  works  before  they  were  discovered.  The  sentinel  firing, 
the  different  detachments  immediatelv  rushed  on,  and  passing 
all  obstructions,  met  at  the  same  instant  in  the  centre  of  the. 
fort,  where  the  watchword  was  given  from  all  quarters  at  the 
same  time.  The  guard  in  the  fort  was  secured,  but  the  two 
houses  contained  the  main  body  of  the  garrison,  who  began  to 
fire  from  the  windows.  I  immediately  ordered  the  troops  to 
enter  the  houses,  the  doors  of  which,  though  strongly  bolted 
and  barred,  were  soon  burst  open,  and  in  less  than  ten  minutes 
the  whole  garrison  were  our  prisoners. 

Being  informed  that  a  vessel  lay  within  view  of  the  fort, 
loaded  with  stores,  rum,  wine,  sugar,  glass,  <fcc,  I  detached  a 
party  who  boarded  and  took  her.  Thus  masters  of  the  whole, 
my  first  object  was  to  demolish,  as  much  as  possible,  their 
works,  &c.  We  accordingly  set  fire  to  the  small  garrison, 
buildings,  stockade,  and  abatis,  consuming  at  the  same  time 
the  public  stores  that  could  be  collected,  including  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  ammunition  and  arms,  which  the  troops,  so 
much  fatigued,  and  having  so  long  a  march  to  make  back, 
could  not  carry.  We  remained  at  the  fort  from  four  to  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  having  destroyed  as  much  of  it 
as  possible,  wo  began  our  march  back.  The  vessel  being 
aground  was  burnt. 

I  feel  particularly  happy  that  I  can  inform  your  Excel- 
lency, that  we  had  not  a  man  killed  in  this  enterprise,  and 
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but  one  wounded  ;  him  we  brought  off.  The  enemy's  loss 
was  seven  killed  and  wounded,  most  of  the  latter  mortally. 
The  surprise  was  so  complete,  that  before  they  could  rally 
they  were  all  prisoners. 

On  our  return,  I  mounted  ten  men  on  the  horses  taken  at 
the  fort,  and,  while  Captain  Edgar  marched  the  detachment 
and  prisoners  across  the  island,  I  filed  off  with 
Lieutenant  Brewster,  to  Coram,  and  set  fire  to  the 
whole  magazine  of  the  king's  forage  at  that  place,  supposed  to 
contain  more  than  three  hundred  tons,  and  joined  the  detach- 
ment again  in  less  than  two  hours.  By  this  time  the  militia 
began  to  muster,  but  prudently  avoided  coming  near  us. 
Some  guns  were  fired,  but  no  damage  received.  By  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  we  reached  our  boats, 
and  having  embarked  the  troops  and  prisoners,  arrived  safe  at 
this  place  at  eleven  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  23d.  Thus, 
in  about  twenty-one  hours,  we  performed  a  march  of  near 
forty  miles,  took  Fort  St.  George,  etc.,  &c,  and  in  less  than 
six  hours  more  were  landed  at  this  place. 

I  should  be  remiss  in  my  duty,  should  I  omit  to  observe 
that  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  my  command  behaved 
with  the  greatest  fortitude  and  spirit,  both  upon  their  long  and 
fatiguing  march,  and  in  the  moment  of  action.  Mr.  Muirson, 
a  volunteer  upon  the  occasion,  deserves  commendation.  He 
advanced  with  a  part  of  Lieutenant  Jackson's  detachment  over 
the  abatis  and  wall,  into  the  fort.  In  fine,  every  order  that 
was  given  was  executed  with  alacrity  and  precision.1 

'  Pennsylvania  Packet,  December  12.  The  following  is  the  return  of  prison* 
era  taken  in  Fort  St.  George : — One  half-pay  lieutenant-colonel,  one  half-pay  cap- 
tain, one  lieutenant,  one  surgeon,  fifty  rank  and  file,  one  garrison  standard.  The 
British  account  of  thw  expedition  U  as  follows: — 41 A  party  of  rebels,  about  eighty 
in  number,  headed,  it  Is  said,  by  a  rebel  Major  Tallmadgc,  assisted  by  a  certain 
Heathcot,  Muirson,  Bonaj:ih  Strong,  Thomas  Jackson,  and  Caleb  Brewster,  officers 
belonging  to  the  said  party,  all  formerly  of  Long  Island,  enme  across  in  eight  whale 
boats  from  somewhere  about  New  Haven  on  the  Connecticut  shore,  and  landed 
between  the  Wading  River  and  the  Old  Man's,  and  arc  supposed  to  havo  been 
concealed  two  or  three  days  on  the  island  by  their  old  friends,  the  rebels.  On 
Thursday  morning,  the  23d  instant,  about  fifty  of  them  marched  across  the 
island,  the  remainder  being  left  to  guard  the  boat*,  and  just  after  daylight  ar- 
rived at  Smith's  Point,  St  George's  Manor,  south  side  Long  Island,  where  they 
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November  24. — Last  Tuesday,  (21st,)  at  about  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  a  party  consisting  of  one  hundred  men,  embark- 

British  Excursion  ^rom  ^  cw  Y°rk  m  two  ^at  boats  and  one  gun- 
to  Jersey.  boat,  and  proceeded  to  Roger's  Ferry,  where  they 
landed  and  moved  towards  Newark,  New  Jersey,  with  one 
three-pounder,  (which  they  posted  on  an  eminence  hall*  way 
between  the  aforesaid  ferry  and  the  town,)  with  a  number  of 
musketeers  to  cover  it  and  secure  their  return  to  their  vessels, 
where  they  left  one  gun-boat  to  cover  their  passage  over  the 
marsh,  should  the  enemy  pursue  them.  Captain  Thomas 
Ward  then  advanced  at  the  head  of  fifty  men  undiscovered, 
within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  rebel  guard-house,  when  the 
advanced  party,  under  Captain  MacMichael,  fell  in  with  their 
patrol,  who  immediately  fired  upon  him ;  he  charged  them, 
but  finding  himself  flanked  by  numbers,  who  had  posted 
themselves  in  different  houses,  he  thought  proper  to  bring  up 
the  piece  of  cannon,  which  was  soon  effected  by  the  vigilance 
of  Captain  Housen.  Until  his  arrival  they  maintained  their 
post  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  though  the  enemy  endeavored 
to  gall  them  as  much  as  possible  ;  but  a  few  rounds  of  grape 
dispersed  them  for  a  little,  when  as  they  were  disappointed  in 
their  expectation,  it  was  thought  most  prudent  to  retreat 
towards  their  boats. 

After  keeping  possession  of  the  town  an  hour,  apprehen- 
sive the  enemy  posted  at  Cranestown  would  march  down 

surprised  a  body  of  respectable  loyal  refugees  belonging  to  Rhode  Island  and  the 
vicinity  thereabout,  who  were  establishing  a  post  in  order  to  get  a  present  sub- 
sistence for  themselves  and  their  distressed  families.  The  sentry,  upon  observing 
them,  8rcd,  which  they  returned  and  mortally  wounded  him,  and  rushed  into  a 
house.  Mr.  Isaac  Hart,  of  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island,. formerly  an  eminent  mer- 
chant and  ever  a  loyal  subject,  was  inhumanly  fired  upon  and  bayoneted,  wounded 
in  fifteen  different  parts  of  his  body,  and  beat  with  their  muskets  in  the  most 
shocking  manner  in  the  very  net  of  imploring  quarter,  and  died  of  his  wounds  a 
few  hours  after,  universally  regretted  by  every  true  lover  of  his  king  and  country. 
Four  more  refugees  were  wounded  also,  but  are  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery ;  a 
poor  woman  was  also  fired  upon  at  another  house,  and  barbarously  wounded 
through  both  breasts,  of  which  wounds  she  now  lingers  a  specimen  of  rebel  sav- 
ageness  and  degeneracy.  The  rebels  carried  off  about  forty  prisoners.  On  their 
return,  at  Coram,  they  burnt  a  magazine  of  hay  about  one  hundred  tons,  and  the 
same  day  embarked  for  the  Connecticut  shore."— Ricingtorii  GcutlU,  December  2. 
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against  tliem,  they  accordingly  began  to  retreat,  but  before 
they  got  out  of  town,  discovered  a  body  of  rebels  on  their 
right  flank  endeavoring  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  whilst  others 
proved  troublesome  in  their  rear,  by  keeping  up  a  scattering 
fire.  They  retreated  some  distance,  when  another  party  of 
rebels  were  discovered  on  their  left,  who,  finding  it  impossible 
to  cut  off  their  retreat,  closed  upon  their  flanks,  and  hard  in 
the  rear,  which  obliged  them  to  form  a  square  to  secure  their 
piece  of  ordnance.  This  they  did  by  keeping  up  a  scattering 
fire  until  they  arrived  at  their  boats.  Shortly  after  the  enemy 
brought  a  six-pounder  to  the  edge  of  the  marsh,  and.  kept 
up  a  constant  fire  upon  them  during  their  re-embarkation. 
They  lined  the  banks  of  the  river  below  them  with  musketry 
to  harass  the  refugees  whilst  falling  down  in  their  boats  ;  but 
by  the  bravery  of  Captains  Ilousen  and  llollingshead  in  the 
gun-boat,  they  were  kept  at  such  a  distance  that  they  did  but 
little  damage. 

Strict  orders  were  given  against  entering  a  house  or  plun- 
dering, which  were  obeyed  ;  but  when  they  first  entered  the 
town,  a  party  of  the  enemy  fired  upon  them  out  of  the  upper 
windows  of  Neil's  house,  but  they  paid  for  their  folly,  as  some 
of  the  party  set  tire  to  the  lower  part,  which  consumed  the 
whole  building. 

Never  did  men  behave  better  (being  undisciplined)  than 
this  small  party.  Their  escape  was  almost  miraculous.  Six 
men  are  wounded  and  two  missing,  one  of  whom  it  is  imagined 
was  killed  at  the  first  onset.  From  the  best  accounts  that 
have  been  obtained,  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  three  killed 
and  seven  wounded,  exclusive  of  those  supposed  to  have  been 
burned  at  Neil's  house.1 

November  26. — A  correspondent  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  says : 
— Various  conjectures  have  been  hazarded,  concerning  the  birth 
and  parentage  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Arnold,  whose  An  iri,h  vlew  ot 
dereliction  of  the  American  cause  has  been  mag-  Arnu,d' 
nified  in  its  utter  ruin.    Iiisum  teneatis  !    Some  have  extend- 


1  Game's  Mercury,  November  27. 
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ed  their  effrontery  so  far  as  to  pronounee  him  an  Irishman,  but 
to  their  confusion  the  secret  has  at  length  transpired.  Fort 
George,  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  had  the  honor  of  giving 
birth  to  this  hero  ;  and  there  he  passed  his  youth,  until  sent  for 
by  a  Yorkshire  relation,  a  dealer  in  horses.    During  his  resi- 
dence in  that  shire,  he  added  that  cunning,  for  which  it  is  pro- 
verbially noted,  and  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  mysteries 
of  the  turf,  to  the  prudent  maxims  of  his  native  district.  The 
circumstances  of  his  voyage  to  America  are  Bt ill  enveloped 
in  mystery,  though  some  assert  that  it  was  strictly  according 
to  law,  and  in  consequence  of  a  judicial  injunction.  However, 
by  a  scries  of  concurring  incidents,  with  his  own  application 
and  address,  he  iockeved  himself  into  the  confidence  of  the 
Americans,  and  attained  a  degree  of  elevation,  superior  to  his 
most  sanguine  expectations.     His  tergiversation  is  generally 
attributed  to  a  Scotch  Seer,  whom  he  retained  in  his  camp, 
and  who  informed  him  with  all  the  infallibility  of  second  sight, 
that  the  day  would  come  when  the  English  would  subdue 
America,  and  swallow  millions  at  a  meal.    The  suggestions  of 
his  countryman,  according  with  the  dictates  of  his  native  pru- 
dence, determined  the  conduct  of  our  modern  Almawsor. 
What  a  pity !  must  every  humane  reader  exclaim,  that  the 
generous,  the  unfortunate  Andre  has  fallen  a  victim  in  attendr 
ing  to  the  artifices  of  a  being  so  contemptible. 1 

ARNOLD;  OR,  A  QUESTION  ANSWERED. 

Our  troops  by  Arnold  thoroughly  were  bang'd, 
And  poor  St.  Andre  was  by  Arnold  hang'd ; 
To  George  a  relwl,  to  the  Congress  traitor, 
Tray  what  can  make  the  name  of  Arnold  greater  f 
By  one  bold  treason  more,  to  gain  bis  ends, 
Let  him  betray  his  new  adopted  friends.1 

December  1. — The  Americans,  says  a  correspondent  in 
England,  labor  to  keep  the  people  in  a  political  ignorance 
American     w*tn  tne  greatest  care  and  jealousy.    No  news- 
Ficuoiu.      paper  from  New  York  is  permitted  to  be  circu- 
lated among  the  colonists ;  the  captive  officers  solicited  that  in- 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  June  27, 1781. 

»  From  a  late  London  Paper  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  July  17,  1781. 
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diligence,  to  sweeten,  in  some  measure,  their  confinement  and 
solitude,  in  vain  ;  this  request  was  peremptorily  refused  them. 
Fabricated  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament  are  circulated 
among  the  Americans.  There  is  one,  enacting,  that  every 
man  to  obtain  a  license  to  marry,  must  pay  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
land fifty  pounds,  and  for  every  son,  twenty-five  pounds,  but 
there  is  no  tax  on  daughters.  These  gross  fictions  are  fully 
credited  by  the  deluded  populace,  and  are  the  only  things  that 
render  the  rebel  multitude  averse  to  a  return  to  their  allegiance. 
When  truth  comes  out,  as  it  will  in  time,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  resentment  of  the  people  will  be  directed  against  the  au- 
thors of  so  fatal  deceptions,  with  a  fury  proportionable  to  the 
severity  and  duration  of  the  calamities  that  flow  from  theni.1 

December  5. — A  letter  of  this  date  from  Charlotte,  in 
North  Carolina,  says : — "  Although  some  pains  have  been 
taken  to  asperse  the  militia  of  this,  as  well  as  our  The  A<.,1(insllt 
sister  States,  on  account  of  what  happened  on  the  lhe  bonth' 
memorable  ICth  and  18th  of  August,  yet  I  hope  that  an  im- 
partial world  will  not  lose  sight  of  those  striking  marks  of 
heroism  displayed  at  Ramsours,  on  the  20th  of  June,  where 
Colonel  Locke  commanded  ;  at  Paekolet  in  the  night  of  the 
15th  of  July,  where  Colonel  McDowel  commanded  ;  at  Cole- 
son's,  the  mouth  of  Rocky  River,  on  the  21st  of  July,  where 
Colonel,  now  General  Davidson  commanded,  and  in  which  he 
was  wounded  ;  at  Rocky  Mount,  on  the  23d  of  July,  where 
the  heroic  General  Sumpter  commanded  ;  at  Hanging  Rock, 
on  the  6th  of  August,  where  General  Sumpter  commanded ; 
at  Enoree,  the  19th  of  August,  where  the  late  intrepid  Colonel 
Williams  commanded  ;  at  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  on  the  12th  of 
September,  where  Colonel  Clarke  commanded;  at  King's 
Mountain,  on  the  7th  of  October,  where  Colonel  Campbell 
commanded ;  at  Broad  River,  on  the  9th  of  November,  where 
General  Sumpter  commanded,  and  where  Major  Weymss  was 
made  prisoner ;  at  Black  Stocks,  on  Tygar  River,  on  the  20th 
of  November,  where  General  Sumpter  commanded,  and  wag 

•Upcott,  ri.  161. 
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unfortunately  wounded  ;  besides  several  other  rencounters. 
Such  a  train  of  important  victories,  obtained  by  raw  militia, 
has  no  parallel  in  history. 

"The  firmness  of  the  people  in  Mecklenburg  and  Rowan 
counties,  when  the  enemy  advanced  to  Charlotte,  evince  that 
they  possess  the  most  genuine  principles ;  they  were  left  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  whole  force  of  the  enemv.  His 
lordship  took  post  at  Charlotte  with  amazing  pomp.  Procla- 
mations were  issued,  peace  and  protection  were  offered  to  all 
returning  and  penitent  rebels,  and  death,  with  all  its  terrors, 
threatened  to  the  obstinate  and  impenitent.  Governor  Mar- 
tin with  great  solemnity  assumed  the  Government,  and  con- 
ceived  himself  reinstated.  The  people  generally  abandoned 
their  habitations,  some  fled  with  such  of  their  property  as  they 
could  carry,  others  took  the  field,  determined  to  dispute  every 
foot  of  ground,  and  some  assembled  in  small  parties,  in  their 
respective  neighborhoods,  determined  to  harass  the  enemy's 
foraging  parties.  His  lordship  soon  discovered  that  he  was 
in  an  enemy's  country,  without  provisions,  without  forage, 
without  friends,  without  intelligence,  without  a  single  humble 
servant  except  Peter  Johnston  and  McCafferty,  who  at  last 
deserted  him  in  the  night,  and  came  to  make  peace  with  us ; 
his  communication  with  Camden  cut  off,  and  his  despatches 
intercepted ;  in  the  mean  time  our  friends  joined  issue  with 
Ferguson  at  King's  Mountain. 

"These  are  stubborn  facts,  and  will  do  immortal  honor  to 
the  militia.  Lord  Cornwallis'  aid,  in  a  letter  to  Colonel  Bal- 
four, which  was  intercepted,  says: — *  Charlotte  is  an  agree- 
able village,  but  in  a  d  d  rebellious  country/    Oh  !  had 

we  a  well-appointed,  well-disciplined,  permanent  force,  what 
a  delightful  back  country  dance  we  should  have  led  his  lord- 
ship at  Charlotte." 1 

December  11. — Nionr  before  last  a  detachment  of  Colonel 
James  De  Lancey's  Refugees,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Hugerford,  penetrated  Connecticut  as  far  as  North  Street, 

*  New  Jersey  Gazette,.  January  31,  1781. 
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and  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  before  day,  made  a  success- 
ful attack  on  the  rebels  posted  there.  From  the  situation 
of  the  enemy  it  was  necessary  to  make  an  attack    Do  Lanc,y  » 

.  *,  "    -  .  Exclusion  to 

on  three  different  posts  on  the  same  instant ;  Connecticut, 
the  divisions  for  that  purpose  were  led  on  by  Captain  Si- 
mons, and  Lieutenants  Totten  and  Kipp,  in  a  manner  that  does 
them  great  credit.  The  loss  of  the  rebels  was  fifteen  killed 
and  twen*y-five  prisoners,  among  whom  were  Colonel  Wells, 
one  brigade-major,  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  two 
ensigns.  Colonel  Wells  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the 
bravery  of  the  conquerors,  and  acknowledged  the  humanity 
and  great  civility  of  Lieutenant  James  Kipp,  who  com- 
manded the  attack  against  him,  and  to  whom  he  surrendered. 
The  Westchester  detachment  consisted  of  about  twenty-five 
mounted,  and  twenty-five  dismounted  loyalists.  Their  inarch 
was  sixty  miles  out  and  home,  which,  after  effecting  the 
above  coup,  was  performed  within  the  space  of  twenty-four 
hours.' 

December  10. — Early  in  September  last,  Mr.  Henry  Lau- 
rens was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  frigate  Vestal,  on  his 
way  from  Congress  to  the  Court  of  Holland,  and  1Icnry  Unreng 
is  now  confined  in  the  Tower  of  London.  A  cor-  ukin  I>rlM,ncr- 
respondent  at  Portsmouth,  England,  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  his  capture  : — "  Mr.  Keppel,  the  captain  of  the  Vestal, 
was  on  a  cruise  off  the  const  of  America,  when  he  fell  in  with 
the  ship  which  carried  Mr.  Laurens,  the  President  of  the 
American  Congress.  It  was  a  Dutch  vessel,  laden  with  tobac- 
co, and  bound  for  Holland.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Laurens  perceiv- 
ed the  English  armed  boat  make  up  to  the  vessel  in  which  he 
was,  he  threw  the  box  that  contained  his  letters  overboard,  but 
the  lead  that  was  annexed  to  it  proving  insufficient  for  sink- 
ing it  immediately,  one  of  the  daring  tars  belonging  to  the 
Vestal,  leaped  from  the  boat,  and  kept  it  afloat  till  the  rest 
assisted  him  in  lifting  it. 

"  Mr.  Laurens  was  bound  to  Holland  with  a  commission 

1  Gainc'a  Mercury,  December  18. 
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from  the  Congress,  and  the  tenor  of  his  business  was  certainly 
of  such  a  nature  as  must  have  produced  immediate  hostilities 
between  England  and  the  States,  if  this  accident  had  not 
intervened  to  protect  us  against  this  farther  misfortune.  The 
papers  which  have  been  found  in  the  box  above  mentioned  are 
of  the  utmost  consequence;  they  contain  an  explicit  detail 
of  his  business  with  the  States,  and  a  full  description  of  his 
powers  and  commission  there.  Some  secret  correspondence 
is  said  to  be  discovered  between  the  members  of  the  Congress 
and  certain  great  inhabitants  of  England,  but  we  do  not  men- 
tion this  with  any  degree  of  confidence,  it  having  been  an  old 
and  favorite  device  of  a  disappointed  Minister  to  insinuate  the 
imputation  of  treason  against  those  men  who  have  the  fortitude 
to  discover  a  steady  opposition  to  his  measures. 

"  Government  have  sent  word  that  Mr.  Laurens  should  be 
brought  to  London  under  a  strong  guard.  They  have  ordered 
one  lieutenant  to  come  in  the  chaise  with  him,  and  two  more  in 
another  vehicle  behind.  How  he  is  to  be  disposed  of,  is  as  yet 
a  doubt  with  administration.  They  are  in  a  puzzle  whether 
he  should  be  received  only  as  an  American  captive,  or  be  sent 
to  Kewgate  as  a  rebel."  1 

1  Upcott,  vi.  69.  Mr.  Laurens  was  committed  to  the  Tower  on  the  6th  of  Oc- 
tober.   The  commitment  by  the  three  Secretaries  of  State,  ran  thus : — 

"  These  are,  in  his  Mnjoaty's  name,  to  authorize  you  to  receive  \o*o  your  cus- 
tody the  person  of  Henry  Laurens,  Esq.,  sent  herewith  on  suspicion  of  high 
treason,  whom  you  are  to  keep  safe  until  he  shall  be  delivered  by  due  course  of 
law ;  for  so  doing,  this  is  your  warrant. 

"  Dated  at  Whitehall,  the  6th  of  October,  1780. 

"  Storjiovt, 

"  HlLLSROROTTGH, 

"To  Charles,  Earl  Cornwallis,  '*  G.  Geruaine. 

"  Constable  of  the  Tower  of  London,  or  his  Deputy." 

Thus  far  the  London  paper,  on  which  we  cannot  but  remark  on  the  equivoca- 
tion of  the  warrant,  which  says,  on  mupicion  of  high  treason,  by  which  it  appears 
that  those  three  eastern  wise  men,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  could  not  tell  whether 
it  be  treason  or  not,  or  at  least  they  are  afraid  to  call  it  so,  lest  it  should  turn  out 
a  glorious  revolution  supported  and  approved  by  all  Europe.  The  circumstances 
of  Mr.  Laurens'  commitment  are  thus  related : — On  his  arrival  in  England  he  was 
attended  by  the  above  secretaries,  who,  after  informing  him  of  their  rank  and 
character,  asked  him, 44 Is  your  name  Henry  Laurens?"  44  It  is."  "Arc  you  the  same 
Henry  Laurens  who  was  President  of  the  American  Congress?"  « I  am."  41  We  are 
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December  23.— The  firmness  of  Mr.  Laurens,  whatever 
opinions  may  have  been  conceived  of  the  nature  of  his  past 
conduct,  was  certainly  such,  in  his  examination  JjinTf>n^ 
before  the  Secretaries  of  State,  as  must  extort  ad-  E"'«inalion- 
miration  from  the  most  attached  and  enthusiastic  partisan. 
Besides  the  three  Secretaries  of  State,  who  sat  in  solemn 
council  for  the  purpose  of  interrogating  him,  there  were  pres- 
ent Mr.  Frazer,  the  Secretary  of  Lord  Stormont,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, the  Secretary  of  Lord  George  Germaine,  and  Mr.  Mans- 
field, the  present  Solicitor-General.  Their  lordships  com- 
menced the  business  by  severally  putting  such  questions  to 
him  as  seemed  to  them  of  most  peculiar  importance.  The 
spirited  American,  in  reply  to  their  repeated  interrogatories, 
bowed,  and  thanked  their  lordships  for  the  civilities  and  at- 
tention he  had  received  since  the  misfortune  of  his  captivity, 
but  in  all  matters  respecting  his  country  he  was  determined  on 
the  most  inviolable  silence.    He  then  addressed  himself  to  the 

ordered  by  the  King  and  Council  to  examine  you,  and  have  certain  questions  to 
propose  to  you."  "  Your  lordships  may  nave  yourselves  the  trouble  of  an  examina- 
tion, as  I  think  it  my  place  to  answer  no  questions  you  put."  "  Sir,  we  arc  directed 
to  commit  you  prisoner  to  the  Tower."  44 1  am  ready  to  attend."  This  is  so  much 
like  the  decisive  character  of  Mr.  Laurens  that  we  give  it  to  the  public  on  the 
presumption  of  its  being  a  fact. — Xew  Jersey  Gazette,  December  20. 

The  following  extempore  appeared  in  the  41  Public  Advertiser,"  a  short  time 
after  Mr.  Laurens'  examination  :— 

When  Laurens  was  taken,  the  Minister  blest, 
Thought  his  work  wax  all  done,  and  his  carcase  at  rest; 
But  from  Dillington  fetch'd  in  a  mighty  surprise, 
He  shrugg'd  and  he  rubb'd,  and  half  opened  his  eyea. 

When  to  London  he  came  he  look'd  wonderful  wise, 
And  tried  for  a  moment  to  prop  up  those  eyes  ; 
And  declared  that  the  German  look'd  much  like  a  Scot ; 
Yet  was  not  very  sure  if  ho  saw  him  or  not. 

His  worship,  besure,  to  the  Tower  was  sent : 

As  he  came  from  his  lordship  to  Dillington  went ; 

In  a  few  words  I  conclude  my  extempore  lay, 

As  the  man  would  not  speak— I  have  nothing  to  say, 

But— Down,  Derry  down.* 

•  Upeott,  Vl  185. 
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Under  Secretaries,  who  attended  with  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
ready  to  commit  every  expression  to  record,  and  observed  to 
them,  (our  readers  may  depend  upon  it,  these  are  his  own 
words,)  "  Your  paper,  gentlemen,  will  certainly  retain  its 
original  purity  for  any  thing  that  falls  from  me,  for  on  this 
subject  I  neither  can  nor  will  give  the  smallest  information." 
Mr.  Mansfield  then  held  a  conference  with  their  lordships, 
the  result  of  which  was,  an  injunction  upon  the  subtle  civil- 
ian to  practise  a  little  of  his  profession  upon  the  wary  Ameri- 
can, and  to  endeavor,  by  first  asking  trifling  questions,  and  so 
proceeding  gradually  to  more  material  inquiries,  to  seduce 
him  into  an  inadvertent  reply  on  some  subjects  of  consequence. 
This  artifice  was  accordingly  carried  into  execution,  but  the 
same  effect  attended  the  lawyer's  finesse,  as  had  before  accom- 
panied the  more  open  proceedings  of  their  lordships,  and 
Mr.  Laurens  kept  strictly  to  his  first  determination  of  total 
taciturnity.    He  was  five  hours  under  examination. 

All  the  material  papers  taken  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  have,  by  command,  been  sent  to  Windsor,  to  undergo 
the  inspection  of  a  great  personage. 

Mr.  Laurens'  black  servant,  who  was  prohibited  from  at- 
tending his  master  some  days  ago,  has  been  permitted,  by  an 
order  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  go  to  the  Tower.  The 
order,  however,  is  very  limited,  as  it  is  an  express  injunction 
that  he  shall  never  be  left  alone  with  Mr.  Laurens,  but  that 
the  warder  of  the  Tower  is  to  be  present  at  every  interview 
that  passes  between  them. 

When  the  above  celebrated  captive  first  arrived  in  the 
metropolis,  he  was  by  accident  carried  into  a  house  in  Scot- 
land Yard,  in  which  Sir  William  Meredith  was  at  that  time  a 
lodger.  Sir  William  and  he  had  been  acquainted  some  time 
ago,  so  that  as  soon  as  Mr.  Laurens  had  rested  a  little  from  the 
fatigue  of  his  journey,  he  sent  up  his  name  and  compliments, 
offering  his  services,  and  requesting  an  interview.  Mr.  Lau- 
rens returned  his  best  thanks  to  Sir  William,  for  his  obliging 
intentions  respecting  him,  but  as  he  had  received  every  atten- 
tion and  civility  that  his  unhappy  circumstances  would  admit 
of  from  the  hands  of  his  captors,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
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altogether  honorable  to  indulge  himself  in  any  interview  with 
a  gentleman,  however  he  might  otherwise  wish  it,  whose  pro- 
fessed political  principles  were  in  a  direct  opposition  to  theirs. 
Sir  William  had  good  sense  enough  to  admit  the  propriety  of 
the  apology,  and  as  an  indication  that  he  felt  no  chagrin  from 
the  rejection  of  his  application,  that  same  evening  sent  Mr. 
Laurens  a  present  of  a  pine-apple.1 

December  27. — A  soldier  in  the  American  army  being 
unfortunately  surprised  at  a  game  of  cards  by  a  sergeant  who 
owed  hi  m  an  old  grudge,  was  carried  before  the  q.hfl  p0i,j|er  an<j 
colonel  of  the  regiment,  that  he  might  be  punish-  hu  c*nto" 
ed  for  gaming,  against  which  general  orders  were  very  severe.* 
The  soldier  being  asked  what  he  had  to  say  in  his  defence,  re- 
plied :  That  having  been  religiously  educated,  and  well  in- 
structed in  the  Bible  by  his  parents,  and  his  pay  so  small  that 
with  the  greatest  economy  he  had  not  been  able  to  save  enough 
to  buy  one,  he  had  therefore  purchased  an  old  pack  of  cards 
for  a  few  dollars  of  one  of  his  comrades,  which  not  only  served 
him  for  a  Bible,  but  made  a  most  excellent  almanac  besides  ; 
then  taking  out  his  cards  he  proceeded  thus  :  "  When  I  see  a 
one,  it  reminds  me  that  there  is  but  one  God  ;  a  two,  of  the 
Father  and  Son  ;  a  three,  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost ; 
a  four,  calls  to  my  remembrance  the  four  evangelists,  Matthew, 
Mark,  Luke,  and  John  ;  a  five,  the  five  wise  and  five  foolish 
virgins  ;  a  six,  that  in  6ix  days  God  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth ;  a  seven,  that  the  seventh  was  to  be  kept  holy  ;  an 
eight,  of  the  eight  righteous  persons  that  were  preserved 
from  the  flood,  viz. :  Noah,  his  wife,  his  three  sons  and  their 
wives ;  a  nine,  the  nine  ungrateful  lepers  cleansed  by  our 
Saviour  ;  a  ten,  of  the  ten  commandments ;  the  queen  reminds 
me  of  Queen  Sheba,  who  came  from  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  earth  to  hear  the  wisdom  of  Solomon  ;  and  the  king,  of  the 
great  King  of  Heaven."  The  colonel  told  him  he  had  for- 
got the  knave.  "  That,"  replied  he,  "  used  to  represent  Judas ; 
but  from  this  time,  when  I  see  the  knave,  I  shall  always  think 

'  Upcott,  vi.  67.  »  Sec  Vol.  L,  p.  445. 
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of  the  sergeant  who  brought  me  before  your  honor."  "I 
don't  know,"  interrupted  the  colonel,  smiling,  "  whether  he  is 
the  greatest  of  the  two,  but  I  am  sure  he  is  the  greatest  fool." 

The  soldier  then  continued  as  follows  :  "  When  I  count  the 
number  of  dots  on  a  pack  of  cards  they  are  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five,  for  so  many  days  there  are  in  a  year;  when  I  count 
how  many  cards  are  in  a  pack,  I  find  fifty-two,  so  many  weeks 
are  there  in  a  year ;  when  I  reckon  how  many  picture  cards 
are  in  a  pack,  I  find  there  are  twelve,  so  many  months  are 
there  in  a  vear ;  when  I  reckon  how  many  tricks  are  won  hv  a 
pack,  I  lind  there  are  thirteen,  this  reminds  me  of  the  duty  I 
owe  to  the  thirteen  United  and  Independent  States  of  America. 
Thus  thev  serve  both  for  Bible  and  almanac."  The  colonel 
called  his  servant,  told  him  to  treat  the  soldier  well,  and  dis- 
missed him,  saving  he  was  a  verv  clever  fellow. 

Reader,  be  not  ashamed  of  cards,  since  they  may  he  ap- 
plied to  the  best  of  purposes  ;  the  scandal  consists  not  in  the 
use,  but  in  the  abuse  of  them.1 

December  30. — Timothy  Standfast,  in  the  Virginia  Gazette 
of  to-day,  makes  the  following  appeal  to  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia : — 

Friends,  Countrymen ,  and  Brethren: — When  we  made 
our  first  efforts  to  rescue  the  liberties  of  America  from  the 
An  a  i« ait,, the  Otters  of  arbitrary  power,  the  Virginians  stood 
virsiniui.  foremost  in  the  exercise  of  public  virtue.  The 
love  of  our  country  seemed  to  predominate  over  every  other 
passion,  and  military  glory  alone  was  the  object  that  fired  the 
pride  of  our  ambition,  wisdom  presided  over  our  measures, 
and  the  stamp  of  policy  marked  the  determination  of  our 
councils.  Difficulties  at  length  grew  upon  us,  and  we  have 
learned  to  forget  our  duty  ;  a  strange  degeneracy  of  manners, 
and  a  total  subversion  of  principles,  has  almost  obfuscated  the 
radiency  of  our  hopes.  For  God's  sake,  my  countrymen,  rouse 
from  your  lethargy,  look  into  consequences,  and  return  to 
your  pristine  vigor.    Pause  but  for  a  moment,  and  seriously 

1  New  Jersey  Journal,  December  27. 
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examine  into  the  motives  which  influenced  your  former  con- 
duct, and  the  reasons  that  directed  and  governed  your  latter. 
Have  you  already  forgotten  that  we  are  struggling  for  the  in- 
estimable blessings  of  liberty,  and  that  we  are  setting  up  a  new 
empire  in  opposition  to  the  most  imperious  power  upon  earth  ? 
Have  you  forgotten  the  insults  that  were  offered  us  by  Great 
Britain,  and  the  solemn  promise  we  made  to  each  other  when 
we  appealed  to  the  sword  for  justice,  "  that  we  would  die  or 
be  free  in  the  struggle  "  ?  Can  you  suffer  reflection  to  have 
the  exercise  of  deliberate  reason  and  not  feel  a  virtuous  indig 
nation  at  the  ravages  committed  by  the  enemy  on  our  land  ; 
the  cruelties  inflicted  upon  our  inhabitants  in  their  solitary 
huts,  and  the  barbarities  practised  upon  our  soldiers  while  they 
were  fighting  for  our  safety,  and  bleeding  for  our  property  ? 
I  say,  can  these  things  be  reflected  on  and  not  agitate  the  feel- 
ings of  every  generous  mind  ?  Gratitude  and  duty  ought  to 
stimulate  our  actions  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  end  which 
involves  in  it  the  happiness  of  every  persecuted  son  of  liberty. 
I  mean  the  independence  of  America. 

There  is  a  dignity  in  the  soul  of  man,  which,  when  inter- 
woven with  the  interest  of  his  country,  makes  him  act  as  if  he 
was  immortal ;  every  power  of  his  mind  seems  heightened  to 
a  peculiar  greatness,  and  all  his  actions  blaze  with  the  reful- 
gency  of  magnanimity  and  patriotism.  The  moment  is  near 
at  hand  when  we  shall  all  be  tried  to  the  very  quick,  and  if  a 
manly  and  virtuous  spirit  is  not  immediately  cherished,  the 
bayonet  will  be  in  the  bowels  of  our  country  before  we  shall 
have  power  to  mark  the  limits  of  its  vengeance.  From  the 
best  and  most  authentic  accounts  we  are  assured  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  British  force  will  be  turned  the  next  cam- 
paign against  Virginia,  and  that  every  preparation  is  now  on 
foot  to  make  the  conquest  of  it  (as  they  think)  certain  and  in- 
evitable. Great  God  !  what  a  picture  of  distress  would  a  con- 
quest of  this  country  present  to  a  sensible  mind !  Let  us  sup- 
pose, by  way  of  trying  our  feelings,  that  they  should  succeed, 
(detested  thought !  were  it  possible  I  should  weep  over  it,)  what 
would  be  our  hopes  and  expectations?  A  life  of  infamy 
dragged  out  in  chains,  and  rendered  forever  miserable  by 
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severe  and  bitter  reflections,  the  epithet  of  rebel  eternally 
crammed  down  onr  throats  by  some  haughty  Scotchman,  or 
imperious  Briton,  a  confiscation  of  property,  the  pains  of 
bondage,  and  the  disgrace  of  the  gibbet  to  ornament  the  black 
catalogue  of  consequences,  would  attend  our  downfall.  Vir- 
ginians, think  of  the  danger  that  threatens  a  bleeding  country! 
Awake  to  public  virtue,  and  sleep  no  more  in  the  arms  of  in- 
difference and  supineness. 

A  people  struggling  for  liberty  becomes  always  the  favorites 
of  Heaven  ;  and  though  some  have  failed  in  their  attempts,  it 
proceeded  more  from  their  apostasy  than  any  powers  their 
enemies  had  to  conquer  them.  The  Dutch  persevered  through 
a  war  of  twenty  years  and  upwards,  maintained  their  independ- 
ence against  the  power  of  Spain,  and  broke  the  chain  of  tyran- 
ny that  had  for  such  a  length  of  time  fettered  them  to  the 
block  of  oppression.  The  people  of  Switzerland,  possessed  of 
an  elevated  notion  of  liberty,  contended  for  their  rights,  and 
fixed  the  sovereignty  of  their  independence  against  every 
attempt  that  could  be  made  to  subdue  them.  If  we  look  back 
into  more  ancient  times,  we  shall  view  the  free  States  of  Greece 
rising  to  eminence  and  glory  through  a  cloud  of  difficulties. 
The  Persian  army,  terrible  in  numbers,  seemed  to  fix  their 
total  ruin,  but  fate  itself  could  not  intimidate  or  alarm  them  ; 
the  brave  Leonidas  made  a  noble  sacrifice  of  himself  and  three 
hundred  of  his  countrymen  at  Thermopylae,  to  convince  the 
haughty  Persians  that  men  determined  to  be  free  would  be  so, 
and  although  the  force  of  Xerxes  appeared  sufficient  to  con- 
quer and  subdue  the  world,  yet  such  was  the  impression  which 
the  valor  of  the  Grecians  made  upon  him,  that  he  abandoned 
the  expedition.  In  Rome,  patriotic  zeal  and  a  flame  of  liberty 
directed  the  actions  of  some  of  her  citizens  to  such  deeds  of 
glory,  that  their  names  have  been  handed  down  from  age  to 
age  with  all  the  gilded  ornaments  of  immortal  fame. 

"We  are  now  in  a  situation  that  has  fixed  upon  us  the  atten- 
tion of  the  whole  world  ;  expectation  sets  Argus-like  with  a 
hundred  eyes  to  view  our  actions,  and  every  misfortune  pro- 
claims aloud  any  neglect  that  must  stain  us  with  dishonor. 

Then,  my  countrymen,  let  us  learn  to  be  great  by  the  ex* 
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ample  that  is  gone  before  us  ;  let  us  catch  from  the  Dutch,  the 
Swiss,  the  Grecian,  and  the  Roman  spirit,  a  spark  of  each  ex- 
celling virtue,  and  compound  a  character  of  fortitude,  resolu- 
tion, firmness,  and  magnanimity,  to  stem  the  torrent  of  our  ap- 
proaching danger  and  assert  a  freedom  which  we  dare  main- 

1  Virginia  Garette,  December  80. 
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January  1. — As  the  manumission  of  slaves  lias  become  a 
topic  of  general  conversation,  we  beg  permission  to  offer  a  few 
\Manumi.<«ion  of  sentiments  on  the  subject : — The  merits  of  almost 

siave*.  every  case  of  litigation  generally  turns  upon  one 
or  two  points.  In  the  present  instance  the  question  is,  we 
conceive,  whether  law,  justice,  and  policy,  warrant  the  retain- 
ing our  slaves  in  their  present  situation  ? 

That  we  became  legally  possessed  of  them,  or  that  they 
were  introduced  into  this  country  agreeable  to  its  laws,  no 
one  will  presume  to  deny,  and  that  we  cannot  constitution- 
ally be  divested  of  them  by  legislative  authority,  is,  we  hum- 
bly imagine,  as  evident  as  that  white  is  not  black,  or  that 
slavery  is  not  freedom.  Our  most  excellent  constitution 
admits  not  the  subject  to  be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  but  by  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  his  equals;  and  lest 
this  inestimable  privilege,  the  glory  of  freemen,  should  be 
infringed  on,  the  constitution  expressly  requires  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  shall  possess  a  seat  in  the  House,  until  he 
has  solemnly  sworn  that  he  will  maintain  this  immunity  in- 
violate. It  becomes,  therefore,  one  of  the  unalterable  particu- 
lars of  our  rights,  and  cannot  be  relinquished  by  the  guardians 
of  our  liberties  but  at  the  expense  of  perfidy,  and  even  of  per- 
jury itself.  The  liberation  of  our  slaves,  therefore,  without 
the  concurrence  of  their  possessors,  we  apprehend,  is  an  object 
infinitely  further  distant  from  the  legal  attention  of  our  assem- 
bly, than  are  the  heavens  above  the  earth. 

Whether,  as  individuals,  justice  permits  the  detention  of 
our  negroes,  is  next  to  be  considered.    The  Divine  Saviour  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


1781.]  MANUMISSION  OF  SLAVES.  889 

men  hath  been  pleased  to  give  a  summary  of  our  duty  towards 
each  other  in  a  single  sentence,  viz. :  "  To  do  to  others  as  we 
would  they  should  do  to  us  ;  "  or,  "  To  love  our  neighbor  as 
ourselves."  As  we  profess  to  believe  in  a  future  judgment,  that 
we  shall  one  day  give  an  account  to  the  Supreme  Governor  of 
the  world  of  our  actions,  it  highly  concerns  us  to  be  attentive 
that  they  be  conformable  to  the  heavenly  law.  That  barbarity 
to  our  slaves  is  repugnant  to  this  law,  cannot  be  controverted ; 
but  whether  the  divine  precept  enjoins  us  to  free  them  or  not 
is  the  dispute.  "Were  we  in  their  situation,  it  is  more  than 
probable  wre  should  pant  after  freedom  ;  and  so  docs  the  poor 
debtor  desire  a  release  from  his  creditor;  but  the  injunction 
"  to  do  unto  others  as  we  would  be  done  to,"  does  not  oblige 
the  latter  to  free  the  former  of  the  debt,  if  it  hath  not  been 
contracted  by  injustice.  Nor  can  this  command  oblige  us  to 
liberate  our  slaves  unless  they  were  sinfully  obtained,  or  are 
thus  held  in  bondage.  If  the  usages  of  the*  nations  in  Africa 
justify  the  foreign  and  domestic  slavery  of  their  captives,  they 
can  be  purchased  and  retained  without  iniquity.  But  let  us 
suppose  our  negroes  were  stolen  from  their  country,  divested 
of  that  natural  liberty  given  to  them  by  heaven,  and  reduced 
to  vassalage,  it  may  be  asked  whether  the  whole  of  the  guilt 
devolves  not  on  the  perpetrators  of  the  deed  ?  Whether  any 
of  the  sin  rests  on  those  who  have  purchased  of  the  posterity 
of  the  slaves,  or  inherit  them  by  the  gift  or  will  of  parents  i 
The  people  of  Africa  were  formerly  and  lawfully  exposed  here 
for  sale  as  articles  of  commerce,  and  it  may  be  queried  if  in 
conscience  we  were  bound  to  inquire  whether  the  Guinea  mer- 
chant became  more  rightfully  possessed  of  his  slaves  than  of 
his  gold  dust,  or  any  other  commodity  of  Africa  ?  Is  it  pos- 
sible an  African  will  part  with  his  liberty  for  temporary  con- 
siderations, as  many  Europeans  have  exchanged  their  freedom, 
for  a  few  years,  for  a  passage  only  to  America  ;  and  the  pur- 
chasers of  such  servants  never,  perhaps,  thought  it  incumbent  on 
them  to  inquire  whether  they  were  stolen  or  decoyed  away  by 
their  masters,  (which  we  believe  was  often  the  case.)  or  received 
an  equivalent  for  their  loss  of  liberty.  We  do  not  conceive 
that  slavery  in  itself  is  iniquitous.    The  Jews  were  suffered  to 
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have  slaves ;  and  our  very  sons  are  such  ;  that  is,  perfectly 
subject  to  the  will  of  their  fathers  and  at  their  disposal  until 
they  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  till  then  they  are  not 
free  ;  and  what  is  slavery  but  an  entire  submission  to  the  com- 
mands, disposal,  or  will  of  another  ?  But  this  vassalage  we 
endure  without  repining,  as  we  esteem  ourselves  helpless  and 
incapable  of  self-government  during  our  state  of  legal  infancy, 
or  nonage.  It  may  be  said,  if  our  slaves  were  unjustly  ob- 
tained, it  must  be  unjust  to  hold  them  in  bondage.  We  readi- 
ly grant  it  would  be  so  for  an  unjust  importer  of  them,  or  the 
heirs  of  the  importer  who  received  them  without  paving  what 
is  deemed  an  equivalent  for  the  property ;  and  we  freely  de- 
clare we  would  not  retain  a  slave  under  the  circumstances,  or 
be  instrumental  in  reducing  a  freeman  to  slavery  for  any  con- 
sideration. But  as  the  slaves  are  among  us ;  as  the  sale  of 
them  among  ourselves  does  not  cause  a  farther  importation  of 
their  countrymen,  and  if  it  is  not  disadvantageous  to  the  slave, 
we  are  as  free  to  declare  we  cannot  comprehend  why,  without 
any  injustice  to  him,  he  may  not  now  be  purchased  aud  pos- 
sessed. 

Humanity,  indeed,  wishes  they  could  enjoy  liberty  and 
happiness,  consistent  with  justice  to  those  who  have  honestly 
bought  them,  and  we,  in  truth,  consider  our  liberty  as  a  pre- 
clude to  their  release  from  slavery.  The  love  of  freedom,  in 
due  season,  we  trust,  will  be  so  predominant,  that  either  the 
individuals  whose  property  they  are,  will,  for  their  emancipa- 
tion, disregard  their  cost ;  or  the  public,  by  subscription  or 
donation  and  not  by  law,  (for  we  know  of  no  just  authority  the 
Legislature  have  to  command  the  property  of  their  constituents 
for  this  purpose,  without  express  permission,)  will  cheerfully 
defray  it,  and  put  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  ourselves. 
But  a  measure  so  important  cannot  be  adopted  without  the 
approbation  of  our  Assembly  ;  for  though,  we  conclude,  they 
have  not  the  right  to  free  our  slaves  without  the  consent  of 
their  owners,  they  are  judges  of  the  propriety  of  receiving 
them  as  freemen  of  the  State.  Taking  it  for  granted  this  dis- 
position of  benevolence  now  prevails  either  in  their  proprietors 
among  the  people,  or,  if  the  reader  pleases,  that  justice  de^ 
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mands  the  freedom  of  our  Africans,  for  we  wish  not  to  con- 
tend for  the  negative  in  this  particular,  the  other  inquiry  is, 
whether  the  present  is  a  proper  period  to  effect  so  laudable  a 
design  ? 

That  there  is  "  a  time  for  all  things,"  is  an  indisputable 
truth.  A  small  error  in  the  execution  of  schemes,  in  point  of 
time  only,  has  been  productive  of  the  most  unhappy  effects. 
A  potion  of  medicine  administered  unseasonably,  may  occa- 
sion the  death  of  a  patient,  or  the  word  of  command  given  by 
a  general  a  moment  too  soon,  may  not  only  lose  a  victory,  but 
be  productive  of  ruin  to  his  army.  If  we  desire  the  freedom 
of  our  negroes  may  not  be  injurious  to  ourselves,  or  render 
them  more  miserable  than  at  present,  we  should  duly  attend 
to  this  circumstance  of  time  as  well  as  to  the  mode  of  their 
release.  A  premature  attempt  of  this  sort  may  be  productive 
of  the  most  serious  consequences.  That  the  present  day  would 
be  improper  for  the  execution  of  this  business,  must,  we  think, 
appear  evident  to  every  one,  on  the  least  reflection.  Should 
our  slaves  be  freed,  they  must  either  continue  with  us  or  in- 
habit some  territory  by  themselves.  If  the  freemen  of  the 
country  find  it  difficult  to  support  themselves  and  families  at 
the  present  time,  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  our  slaves, 
naturally  indolent,  unaccustomed  to  self-government,  destitute 
of  mechanical  knowledge,  unacquainted  with  letters,  with  a 
peculiar  propensity  to  spirituous  liquors,  destitute  of  property, 
and  without  credit,  would  pay  their  taxes  and  provide  for 
themselves,  in  the  path  of  integrity,  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life  ?  Is  it  not  more  rational  to  infer,  from  these  con- 
siderations, that  many  of  them  would  soon  revert  to  their 
former  state,  more  wretched  than  before  ;  that  great  numbers 
would  become  pests  to  society  ;  by  plunder  and  rapine  add  to 
the  horrors  of  war,  and  that  dire  necessity  would  compel  us  to 
deprive  some  of  them  not  only  of  liberty,  but  also  of  life  ? 
Their  sloth  alone  might  be  sensibly  felt  by  the  community  at 
this  juncture,  and  on  their  arms,  we  are  of  opinion,  for  several 
obvious  reasons,  there  could  not  be  any  just  dependence.  Our 
state  of  war  forbids  their  removal  to  any  exterior  part  of  the 
country,  not  only  in  regard  of  safety,  but  also  in  other  respects. 
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Whenever  they  6hall  he  emancipated,  on  mature  deliberation, 
perhaps  it  will  he  thought  that  small  settlements  of  them,  in 
different  parts  of  the  continent,  under  proper  regulations,  will 
he  most  compatible  with  our  safety  and  their  felicity.  They 
may  thus  become  useful  members  of  the  body  politic,  enjoy 
the  sunshine  of  freedom,  together  with  the  cheering  rays  of  the 
light  of  the  gospel.  Some  compensation  will  this  be  for  their 
servitude  !  A  striking  exhibition,  too,  of  the  goodness  of  the 
Divine  Being  towards  them,  and  of  the  wisdom  of  his  holy 
providence  in  bringing  good  out  of  evil ;  in  causing  the  inhu- 
manity of  their  brethren,  like  that  of  the  sons  of  Jacob  to  their 
brother  Joseph,  to  terminate  in  honor,  glory,  and  happiness! 
Until  that  day  shall  arrive,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  possessors  of 
slaves  will  revere  the  sacred  precept,  "  to  do  as  they  would  be 
done  by  ;  "  mollify  the  hardness  of  slavery  by  acts  of  kindness; 
but  above  all,  be  particularly  anxious  to  have  them  freed  by 
instruction,  admonition,  and  example,  from  spiritual  thraldom, 
and  44  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God." 
The  effecting  of  this  will  not  only  be  paying  a  tribute  to  justice, 
but  also  an  advancement  of  our  temporal  emolument ;  for  ex- 
perience will  decide,  that  it  will  not  be  less  politic  and  wise 
than  humane  and  Christian.1 

January  13. — A  correspondent  gives  the  following  narra- 
tive of  the  late  incursion  made  by  the  British  under  Arnold,  to 
Am  Uh     Richmond,  in  Virginia — "  On  the  31st of  Decern- 

Arnold  in  '  o 

Virginia.  ^cr  ]as^  a  ]etter  from  a  private  gentleman  to  Gen- 
eral Nelson,  reached  Richmond,  notifying  that  on  the  morning 
of  the  preceding  day,  twenty-seven  sail  of  vessels  had  entered 
the  capes,  and  from  the  tenor  of  the  letter,  there  was  reason  to 
expect,  within  a  few  hours,  farther  intelligence  whether  they 
were  friends  or  foes,  their  force,  and  other  circumstances. 
General  Nelson  went  immediately  into  the  lower  country,  with 
power  to  call  on  the  militia  in  that  quarter,  or  to  act  otherwise 
as  exigencies  should  require.    The  call  of  the  militia  from  the 

1  M  Impartial,"  in  the  New  Jersey  Gazette,  January  10. 
•  Sec  another  account,  January  31. 
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middle  and  upper  counties,  was  not  made  till  intelligence 
could  be  received  that  the  fleet  was  certainly  hostile.  No  fur- 
ther intelligence  came  till  the  second  instant,  when  the  former 
was  confirmed  ;  it  was  ascertained  that  they  were  enemies,  and 
had  advanced  np  James'  River  to  Warrasqueak  Bay.  All  ar- 
rangements were  immediately  taken  for  calling  in  a  sufficient 
body  of  militia  for  opposition.  In  the  night  of  the  third,  advice 
was  received  that  they  were  at  anchor  opposite  Jamestown. 
Williamsburg  was  then  supposed  to  be  their  object ;  the  wind, 
however,  which  had  hitherto  been  unfavorable,  shifted  fair, 
and  the  tide  being  also  in  their  favor,  they  ascended  the  river 
to  Kcunon's  that  evening,  and  with  the  next  tide  came  up  to 
Westover,  having  on  their  way  taken  possession  of  the  battery 
at  Hood's,  by  which' two  or  three  of  their  vessels  had  received 
some  damage,  but  which  was  of  necessity  abandoned  by  the 
small  garrison  of  fifty  men  olaced  there  on  the  enemy's  land- 
ing  to  invest  the  works.  Intelligence  of  the  enemy's  having 
quitted  the  station  at  Jamestown,  from  which  it  was  supposed 
they  meant  to  land  for  Williamsburg,  and  that  they  had  got  in 
the  evening  to  Kennon's,  reached  Richmond  at  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  fourth.  This  was  the  first  indication  of 
their  meaning  to  penetrate  towaids'Richmond  or  Petersburg. 
As  the  orders  for  drawing  the  militia  thither  had  been  given 
but  two  days,  no  opposition  was  in  readiness.  Every  effort 
was  therefore  necessary  to  withdraw  the  arms  and  other  mili- 
tary stores,  and  records,  and  accordingly  every  exertion  was 
made  to  convey  them  to  the  foundry  and  laboratory,  till  about 
sunset  of  that  day,  when  intelligence  was  received  that  the 
enemy  had  landed  at  AVestover.  From  this  it  appeared  that 
Richmond,  not  Petersburg,  was  their  object ;  and  it  be- 
came necessary  to  remove  every  thing  which  remained  there, 
across  the  river,  as  well  as  what  had  been  carried  to  the  foun- 
dry and  laboratory ;  which  operation  was  continued  till  the 
enemy  approached  very  near.  They  marched  from  Westover 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth,  and  entered  Rich- 
mond at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth.  A  regiment 
of  infantry  and  about  fifty  horse  continued  on  without  halting 
to  the  foundry  ;  they  burnt  that,  the  boring-mill,  the  magazine, 
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and  two  other  houses,  and  proceeded  to  Westham,  but  nothing 
being  in  their  power  there,  they  retired  to  Richmond.  The 
next  morning  they  burnt  some  buildings  of  public,  and  some 
of  private  property,  with  the  stores  which  remained  in  them; 
destroyed  a  great  quantity  of  private  stores,  and  about  twelve 
o'clock  retired  towards  Westover,  where  they  encamped  with- 
in the  Neck  the  next  day.  The  loss  sustained  is  not  yet  ac- 
curately known.  At  Richmond  about  three  hundred  muskets, 
some  soldiers'  clothing  to  a  small  amount,  sulphur,  some  quarter- 
masters' stores,  of  which  one  hundred  and  twenty  sides  of 
leather  was  the  principal  article,  part  of  the  artificers'  tools, 
and  three  wagons ;  besides  five  brass  four-pounders,  which 
had  been  sunk  in  the  river,  were  discovered  to  them,  raised, 
and  carried  off.  At  the  foundry  about  five  tons  of  powder 
was  thrown  into  the  canal,  of  which  there  will  be  a  considera- 
ble saving,  by  re-manufacturing  it.  Part  of  the  papers  belong- 
ing to  the  Auditor's  office,  and  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
Council  office,  which  were  ordered  to  West  ham,  but  in  the 
confusion  carried  by  mistake  to  the  foundry,  were  also  de- 
stroyed. The  roof  of  the  foundry  was  burnt,  but  the  stacks  of 
chimneys  and  furnaces  are  not  at  all  injured.  Within  less 
than  forty-eight  hours  of  the  time  of  their  landing,  and  nine- 
teen from  our  knowing  their  destination,  they  had  penetrated 
thirty-three  miles,  done  the  whole  injury,  and  retired.  Our 
militia  dispersed  over  a  large  tract  of  country,  can  be  called  in 
but  slowly.  On  the  day  the  enemy  advanced  to  Richmond, 
two  hundred  only  were  embodied  ;  they  were  of  that  town  and 
neighborhood,  and  were  too  few  to  do  any  thing  effectual. 
The  enemy's  forces  are  commanded  by  the  parricide  Arnold. 


January  15. — The  North  Carolina  boys  have  returned  from 
the  expedition  against  the  Cherokees  crowned  with  success. 

Campbell's  Colonel  Arthur  Campbell,  who  commanded  them, 
Cherokee  KxMi-  .R        rej>orfc  to  -^jr  Jefferson,  dated  this  day, 

gives  the  following  circumstantial  account  of  their  experience  : 
— "  On  reaching  the  frontier,  I  found  the  Indians  meant  to 


1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  January  81. 
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annoy  us  by  small  parties,  and  carry  off  horses.  To  resist 
them  effectually,  the  apparently  best  measure  was  to  transfer 
the  war  without  delay  into  their  own  borders.  To  raise  a 
force  sufficient,  and  provide  them  with  provisions  and  other 
necessaries,  seemed  to  be  a  work  of  time  that  would  be  accom- 
panied with  uncommon  difficulties,  especially  in  the  winter 
season.  Our  situation  was  critical,  and  nothing  but  an  extra- 
ordinary effort  could  save  us  and  disappoint  the  views  of  the 
enemy.  All  the  miseries  of  1776  came  fresh  in  remembrance, 
and  to  avoid  a  like  scene  men  flew  to  their  arms,  and  went  to 
the  field.  The  Wattago  men,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sevier, 
first  marched  to  the  amount  of  about  three  hundred  ;  the  mili- 
tia under  Campbell,  with  those  of  Sullivan,  made  four  hundred 
more.  The  place  of  rendezvous  was  to  be  on  this  side  the 
French  "River.  Colonel  Sevier  with  his  men  trot  on  the  path  be- 
fore the  others,  and  by  means  of  some  discoveries  made  by  his 
scouts,  he  was  induced  to  cross  the  river,  in  pursuit  of  a  party 
of  Indians  that  were  coming  towards  our  settlements.  On  the 
16th  of  December  he  fell  in  with  the  party,  since  found  to  con- 
sist of  seventy  Indians,  mostly  from  the  town  of  Chote,  killed 
thirteen,  and  took  all  their  baggage,  etc.,  in  which  were  some 
of  Clinton's  proclamations,  and  other  documents  expressive  of 
their  hostile  designs  against  the  Americans. 

"  After  this  action,  the  Wattago  corps  thought  proper  to  re- 
treat to  an  island  in  the  river.  On  the  22d  I  crossed  the  French 
River,  and  found  the  Wattago  men  in  great  want  of  provisions. 
We  gave  them  a  supply  from  our  6mall  stock,  and  the  next 
day  made  a  forced  march  towards  the  Tenasse.  The  success 
of  the  enterprise  seemed  to  rest  on  our  safely  reaching  the  fur- 
ther bank  of  that  river,  as  we  had  information  that  the  In- 
dians had  obstructed  the  common  fording  places,  and  had  a 
force  ready  there  to  oppose  our  crossing.  The  morning  of  the 
24th  I  made  a  feint  towards  the  island  town,  and  with  the 
main  body  passed  the  river  at  Timothec.  We  were  now  dis- 
covered ;  the  Indians  we  saw  seemed  to  be  flying  in  consterna- 
tion. Here  I  divided  my  force,  sending  a  part  to  attack  the 
towns  below,  and  with  the  other  I  proceeded  towards  their 
principal  town  Chote.    Just  as  I  passed  a  defile  above  Toque, 
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I  observed  the  Indians  in  force,  stretching  along  the  liills  be- 
low Chote,  with  an  apparent  design  to  attack  onr  van,  then 
within  their  view  ;  but  the  main  body  too  soon  came  in  sight 
forme  to  succeed  in  decoying  them  off  the  hills  ;  so  they  quiet- 
ly let  us  pass  on  in  order,  without  tiring  a  gun,  except  a  few 
scattering  shot  at  our  rear,  at  a  great  distance  from  the  cliffs. 
We  soon  were  in  possession  of  their  beloved  town,  in  which  we 
found  a  welcome  supply  of  provisions.  The  25th,  Major  Mar- 
tin went  with  a  detachment  to  discover  the  route  the  enemy 
were  Hying  off  by.  He  surprised  a  party  of  Indians,  took  one 
scalp,  and  seventeen  horses  loaded  with  clothing,  skins,  and 
household  furniture.  He  discovered  that  most  of  the  fugitives 
were  making  towards  Telico  and  the  Iliwasse.  The  same  day. 
Captain  Crabtrce,  of  the  Virginia  regiment,  was  detached  with 
sixtv  men  to  burn  the  town  of  Chilhowce.  He  succeeded  in 
setting  fire  to  that  part  of  it  which  is  situated  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river ;  although  he  was  attacked  by  a  superior 
force,  he  made  good  his  retreat. 

"  The  20th,  Major  Tipton,  of  the  Carolina  corps,  was  de- 
tached with  one  hundred  and  fifty  mounted  infantry,  with 
orders  to  cross  the  river,  dislodge  the  enemy  on  that  side,  and 
destroy  the  town  of  Telassee.  At  the  same  time  Major  Gilbert 
Christian,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  foot,  were  to  patrol  the 
hills  on  the  south  side  of  Chilhowce,  and  burn  the  remaining 
part  of  that  town.  This  party  did  their  duty  well,  killed  three 
Indians,  and  took  nine  prisoners.  The  officer  of  the  horse,  by 
an  unmilitary  behavior,  failed  in  crossing  the  river.  This  trip 
took  two  days.  In  the  mean  time  the  famous  Indian  woman, 
Nancy  Ward,  came  to  camp.  She  gave  us  various  intelligence, 
and  made  an  overture  in  behalf  of  some  of  the  chiefs  for  peace ; 
to  which  I  then  evaded  giving  an  explicit  answer,  as  I  wished 
first  to  visit  the  vindictive  part  of  the  nation,  mostly  settled 
at  Iliwasse  and  Chistowee,  and  to  distress  the  whole  as  much 
as  possible  by  destroying  their  habitations  and  provisions.  The 
28th  we  set  fire  to  Chote,  Sietogo,  and  Little  Tuskeego,  and 
moved  our  whole  force  to  a  town  on  Telico  River,  called  Kai-a- 
tee,  where  I  established  a  post  to  secure  a  retreat,  and  to  lay  up 
provisions.    In  the  evening,  Major  Martin,  on  returning  from 
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a  patrol,  attacked  a  party  of  Indians,  killed  two,  and  drove 
several  into  the  river.  The  same  evening,  in  another  skir- 
mish, we  lost  Captain  James  Elliot,  a  gallant  young  officer, 
being  the  first  and  only  man  the  enemy  had  power  to  hurt  on 
the  expedition  ;  the  Indians  lost  three  men  on  the  occasion. 

"The  29th  I  set  out  for  Iliwasse,  distant  about  forty  miles, 
leaving  at  Kai-a-tee,  under  Major  Christian,  a  garrison  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  30th  we  arrived  at  the  Iliwasse, 
and  found  the  town  of  the  same  name  abandoned.  In  patrol- 
ling the  environs,  we  took  a  sensible  young  warrior,  who  in- 
formed us  that  a  body  of  Indians,  with  McDonald,  the  British 
Agent  and  some  Tories,  were  at  Chistowee,  twelve  miles  dis- 
tant, waiting  to  receive  us.  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
enemy  had  viewed  us  from  the  hills  above  Iliwassce,  for  which 
reason  I  ordered  our  camp  to  be  laid  off,  fires  kindled,  and  other 
shows  made,  as  if  we  intended  to  stay  all  night.  At  dark  we 
set  out  with  about  three  hundred  men,  (the  Wattago  men  re- 
fusing to  go  farther,)  crossed  the  river  at  an  unexpected  ford, 
and  that  night  got  near  the  town.  Early  in"  the  morning  of 
the  31st,  we  found  that  the  enemy  had  fled  in  haste  the  even- 
ing before,  leaving  behind  them  as  they  had  done  at  the  other 
towns,  almost  all  their  corn  and  other  provisions,  together  with 
many  of  their  utensils  for  agriculture  and  all  their  heavy  house- 
hold furniture,  with  part  of  their  stocks  of  horses,  cattle,  and 
hogs.  These  towns  I  expected  would  have  been  contended  for 
with  obstinacy,  as  most  of  the  Chickamogga  people  had  re- 
moved thither  after  their  visitation  in  1779.  Our  troops  be- 
coming impatient,  and  no  other  object  of  importance  being  in 
view,  it  was  resolved  to  return  homewards.  Major  Martin, 
with  a  detachment,  was  ordered  to  pass  by  Saltoga,  and  the 
other  towns  on  the  Telico  River.  In  his  route,  he  took  four 
prisoners,  from  whom  he  learned  that  several  of  the  chiefs  had 
met  a  few  days  before,  to  consult  on  means  of  procuring  peace. 
As  I  found  the  enemy  were  humbled,  I  took  the  liberty  to 
send  the  chiefs  a  message.1 

1  The  following  is  the  message  sent  bj  Colonel  Campbell :— "  Chikw  akd 
Warriors, — We  came  into  jour  country  to  fight  jour  joung  men ;  we  have  killed 
not  a  few  of  them,  and  destroyed  jour  towns.    You  know  jou  began  the  war  bj 
57 
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"  Our  whole  loss  on  this  expedition  was,  one  man  killed 
by  the  Indians,  and  two  wounded  by  accident.  It  would  have 
been  very  pleasing  to  the  troops  to  have  met  with  the  whole 
force  of  the  nation  at  once  on  equal  ground,  but  so  great  was 
the  panic  that  seized  them  after  seeing  us  in  order  over  the 
Tenasse,  that  they  never  ventured  themselves  in  sight  of  the 
army,  but  on  rocky  cliffs,  or  other  ground  inaccessible  to  our 
mounted  infantry.  By  the  returns  of  the  officers  of  different  de- 
tachments, we  killed  twenty-nine  men,  and  took  seventeen 
prisoners,  mostly  women  and  children  ;  the  number  of  wound- 
ed is  uncertain.  Besides  these  we  brought  in  the  family  of 
Nancy  "Ward,  whom  for  their  good  offices  we  do  not  consider 
as  prisoners.  The  whole  are  in  Major  Martin's  care  at  the 
Great  Island,  until  the  sense  of  Government  is  known  how 
they  are  to  be  disposed  of.  We  have  destroyed  the  towns  of 
Chote,  Sictogo,  Tuskeego,  Chilhowee,  Toque,  Micliqua,  Kai-a- 
tee,  Saltoga,  Telico,  Iliwassee,  and  Chistowee,  all  principal 
towns,  besides  some  small  ones,  and  several  scattering  settle- 
listening  to  the  bad  counsels  of  the  King  of  England  and  the  falsehoods  told  to  you 
by  his  agents.    We  are  now  satisfied  with  what  is  done,  as  it  may  convince  your 

much  at  any  time  they  are  so  foolish  as  to  en- 
gage in  a  war  against  us. 

"If  you  desire  peace,  as  we  have  understood  you  do,  we,  out  of  pity  to  your 
women  and  children,  are  disposed  to  treat  with  you  on  that  subject,  and  take  you 
into  friendship  once  more.  We  therefore  send  this  by  one  of  your  young  men, 
who  is  our  prisoner,  to  tell  you  if  you  are  also  disposed  to  make  peace,  six  of  your 
bead  men  must  come  to  our  agent,  Major  Martin,  at  the  Great  Island,  within  two 
moons.  They  will  have  a  safe  passport,  if  they  will  notify  their  approach  by  a 
runner  with  a  flag,  so  as  to  give  him  time  to  meet  them  with  a  guard  on  Halstein's 
River,  at  the  boundary  line.  The  wives  and  children  of  those  men  of  your  nation 
that  protested  against  the  war,  if  they  are  willing  to  take  refuge  at  the  Great 
Island  until  peace  is  restored,  we  will  give  a  supply  of  provisions  to  keep  them 
alive. 

44  Warriors,  listen  attentively :  If  we  receive  no  answer  to  this  message  until  the 
time  already  mentioned  expires,  we  shall  then  conclude  you  intend  to  continue  to 
be  our  enemies,  which  will  compel  us  to  send  another  strong  force  into  your  coun- 
try, who  will  come  prepared  to  stay  a  long  time,  and  take  possession  thereof  as 
conquered  by  us  without  making  any  restitution  to  you  for  lands. 
"Signed  at  Kal-a-tee,  the  fourth  day  of  January,  1781,  by 

11  Arthur  Campbell,  Colonel, 

"John  Sbvixr,  Lieutenant, 

"Joseph  Martin,  AgenJ  and  Major  of  Militia. " 
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ments,  in  which  were  upwards  of  one  thousand  houses,  and  not 
less  than  fifty  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  and  large  quantities 
of  other  kinds  of  provisions,  all  of  which,  after  taking  sufficient 
subsistence  for  the  army  whilst  in  the  country  and  on  its  re- 
turn, were  committed  to  the  flames,  or  otherwise  destroyed. 
No  place  in  the  Over  Ilill  country  remained  unvisited,  except 
the  small  town  of  Telassee,  a  scattering  settlement  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Chickamogga,  and  the  town  of  Calogee,  situated 
on  the  sources  of  the  Mobile.  We  found  in  Okanastota's  bag- 
gage, which  he  left  behind  in  his  fright,  various  manuscripts, 
copies  of  treaties,  commissions,  letters,  and  other  archives  of 
the  nation,  some  of  which  show  the  double  game  that  people 
have  been  carrying  on  during  the  present  war.  There  seemed 
to  be  not  a  man  of  honor  among  the  chiefs,  except  him  of 
Kai-a-tee,  whom  I  would  willingly  have  discriminated,  had  it 
been  in  my  power.  Never  did  a  people  so  happily  situated, 
act  more  foolishly,  in  losing  their  livings  and  their  country  at 
a  time  an  advantageous  neutrality  was  held  out  to  them  ;  but 
such  are  the  consequences  of  British  seduction.  The  enemy  in 
my  absence  did  some  mischief  in  Powell's  Valley,  and  on  the 
Kentucky  path,  near  Cumberland  Gap,  besides  three  children 
that  they  scalped  on  Ilalstein  ;  one  of  the  perpetrators  of  which 
we  killed  on  our  return,  and  retook  a  number  of  horses.  The 
Botetourt  and  Montgomery  militia  were  too  slow  in  their 
movements  to  do  any  service."  1 

January  16. — The  following  is  an  authentic  account  of  the 
disorders  that  have  lately  taken  place  among  the  soldiers  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  which  are  now  happily  PennsvlTBnU  Lln# 
settled  : — A  discontent  arose  among  them  on  the  kvoit. 
first  of  this  month  about  the  period  of  their  enlistments,  which 
many  of  them  contended  were  expired.  Some  invidious  com- 
parisons were  also  made  between  the  large  bounty  given  to 
enlist  those  whose  time  Was  confessedly  out,  and  the  condition 
of  those  who  were  engaged  during  the  war.  Endeavors  were 
used  by  the  officers  to  quiet  them,  but  without  success.  One 

■  New  Jersey  Gazette,  March  21. 
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officer  was  unfortunately  killed,  and  a  great  part  of  the  soldiers 
marched  off  from  their  encampment  towards  the  Delaware. 
They  were  under  the  conduct  of  their  sergeants ;  but  General 
Wayne,  with  some  other  officers,  determined  to  follow  and 
keep  with  them,  at  all  events,  though  the  general  could  not 
prevail  upon  them  to  stop  till  they  came  to  Princeton.  They 
marched  through  the  country  with  great  regularity  and  good 
conduct,  and  perhaps  less  damage  than  is  common  on  the  pass- 
ing of  troops.  While  they  continued  at  Princeton,  a  sergeant 
of  the  British  army  with  one  Ogden,  an  inhabitant  of  New 
Jersey,  for  a  guide,  came  to  them,  and  made  proposals  from  Gen- 
eral Clinton.  These  they  rejected  with  so  much  honor  and  in- 
dignation, that  they  seized  the  messengers  and  delivered  them 
to  General  Wayne,  who  put  them  under  guard.  Soon  after 
this  a  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania  together 
with  a  Committee  of  Congress  met  the  soldiery.  Their  griev- 
ances were  redressed,  particularly  by  giving  an  interpretation 
favorable  to  the  soldier  of  the  enlistments  which  were  for 
three  years,  or  during  the  war;  declaring  them  to  expire  at 
the  end  of  the  three  years.  They  marched  from  Princeton  on 
Tuesday  the  ninth.  On  Wednesday  the  tenth,  the  two  spies 
were  tried,  and  executed  next  day  at  the  cross  roads  near  the 
upper  ferry.  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  hear  and  settle 
the  claims  of  the  soldiers,  who  are  now  going  through  them 
with  all  possible  despatch  ;  and  on  Monday  the  Committee  of 
Congress  returned  to  Philadelphia. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  affair,  which  at  first  appeared  so 
alarming,  has  only  served  to  give  a  new  proof  of  the  inflexible 
honor  of  the  soldiery,  and  their  inviolable  attachment  to 
American  liberty  ;  and  will  teach  General  Clinton,  that  though 
he  could  bribe  such  a  mean  toad-eater  as  Arnold,  it  is  not  in 
his  power  to  bribe  an  American  soldier.' 

• 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  January  17.  The.success  of  the  Pennsylvania  rerolters 
encouraged  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  Jersey  brigade  to  seek  redress  in 
a  similar  way  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month.  Their  number  was  not  alarming, 
The  American  General,  Robert  Howe,  was  sent  off  with  a  large  detachment  from 
the  main  army,  with  orders  to  compel  the  mutineers  to  unconditional  submission, 
and  to  listen  to  no  terms  while  they  were  in  a  state  of  resistance,  and  on  their  re- 
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January  17. — This  morning,  after  a  very  severe  action, 
General  Morgan,  with  a  detachment  of  the  southern  army, 
obtained  a  complete  victory  over  Colonel  Tarleton  fctu  of  ^ 
at  the  Cowpens,  with  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  Oawpea* 
men,  the  flower  of  Cornwallis's  army.  Tarleton,  that  enter- 
prising, though  inhuman  young  officer,  advanced  to  the  attack 
about  sunrise.  General  Morgan  was  apprised  of  his  approach, 
and  had  time  to  form  his  troops  in  a  manner  which  would 
have  done  honor  to  the  most  experienced  general.  His  whole 
force,  including  the  Georgia,  South  and  North  Carolina  mili- 
tia, amounted  to  but  eight  hundred  men.  The  conflict  was 
severe,  and  the  Americans  at  first  were  yielding  to  the  impres- 
sion. A  critical  manoeuvre  was  performed  in  the  height  of  the 
action.  The  continental  infantry  were  obliged  to  change  their 
front,  to  prevent  their  being  flanked  by  the  enemy  ;  it  was 
done  with  coolness  and  activity,  and  terminated  the  fate  of  the 
day.  When  formed,  a  close  and  well-directed  fire  was  given, 
which  threw  the  enemy  into  confusion.  Embracing  the  for- 
tunate moment,  a  general  charge  was  directed,  a  total  route 
ensued,  and  no  opposition  was  made  afterwards.  About  eight 
hundred,  including  the  wounded,  with  twenty-nine  commis- 
sioned officers,  were  taken  prisoners,  and  near  one  hundred 
and  fifty  left  dead  on  the  field ;  two  field-pieces,  the  same 
which  General  Morgan  took  in  1777,  upon  Bemis  Heights, 
two  stands  of  colors,  thirty -five  baggage  wagons,  and  eight 
hundred  stands  of  excellent  arms,  together  with  all  their  music, 
were  among  the  trophies  of  victory  ;  and  what  adds  to  its  im- 
portance, it  was  obtained  with  the  loss  of  but  ten  killed  and 
fifty-three  wounded  of  the  Americans. 

This  is  but  the  prelude  to  the  era  of  1781,  the  close  of 
which,  we  hope,  will  prove  memorable  in  the  annals  of  history, 

duction  instantly  to  execute  a  few  of  the  most  active  and  incendiary  leaden ;  for 
General  Washington  preferred  any  extremity  to  a  compromise.  When  he  arrived 
instant  submission  was  required,  and  the  two  ringleaders  were  directly  taken, 
tried,  and  executed.  The  British  wished  to  benefit  by  this  revolt,  and  forwarded 
proposals  by  one  Woodroff,  but  he  instantly  delivered  them  to  the  American  offi- 
cers. Thus  were  the  high  hopes  which  Clinton  had  entertained  from  the  revolt  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  completely  baffled — Gordon,  iy.  22. 
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as  the  happy  period  of  peace,  liberty,  and  independence  to 
America.1 

January  19. — Yesterday,  in  the  evening  of  the  lustre  of 
their  wretchedness,  departed  this  life,  to  the  great  grief  of  all 

The  Death  of  wic'ked  men,  their  most  exalted  Excellencies  the 
con***.  Congress  of  America ;  and  about  midnight  their 
remains  were  deposited  in  a  vault  prepared  for  them  in  the 
most  comfortable  warm  region  of  infernal  misery.  By  their 
death  that  sweet  babe  of  grace,  Miss  America  Rebellion,  who 
from  her  birth  (till  the  death  of  her  parents)  had  been  nursed 
and  brought  up  with  all  the  tenderness  that  such  delicate 
charms,  such  bewitching  beauty,  and  such  perfect  deformity, 
could  require,  is  now  left  a  poor  helpless  orphan,  destitute  of 
friends,  and  in  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  nor  has  the 
poor  soul  a  rag  to  cover  her  nakedness. 

The  following  is  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  de- 
ceased : — "  In  the  name  of  the  Devil,  we,  the  Congress  of 

Lut  win  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  being  weak  in 
Gonfcrean.  body,  low  in  credit,  and  poor  in  estate,  but  rich, 
high,  and  strong  in  expectation,  that  by  our  hellish,  faithful 
behavior  on  earth,  we  shall  be  advanced  to  the  highest  esteem 
and  favor  of  Satan  in  his  kingdom,  do  make,  publish,  and  de- 
clare this  our  last  will  and  testament  in  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say,  first  and  principally  we  do  (as  by  the  strongest 
tie  of  duty  bound)  consign  our,  and  each  of  our  souls,  purely 
vicious  as  they  are,  together  with  all,  each,  and  every,  the 
faculty  and  faculties  inseparately  adherent  thereto,  or  to  each 
of  them,  unto  the  most  highly  damned  serpent,  his  Sovereign 
Majesty  of  Hell,  he  having  by  many  titles  a  just  claim  thereto. 
And  it  is  our  will,  that  our  executor  hereinafter  named,  do,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  our  decease,  or  even  before 
it,  cause  our  names  to  be  registered  among  the  grand  infernal 
records  of  Hell.  And,  as  touching  our  worldly  wealth,  which 
we  have  by  60  many  noble  frauds,  robberies,  and  murders, 
amassed  together  and  concealed,  we  give,  devise,  and  bequeath 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  February  21. 
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the  same  unto  and  between  our  two  most  dearly  beloved  and 
most  vilely  great  and  good  allies,  the  French  King,  and  King 
of  Spain,  to  hold  the  same  as  long  as  they  shall  continue  to  act 
with  the  same  uniform  conduct,  and  promote  the  interest  of 
their  brother  Sovereign,  to  whose  kingdom  we  are  hastening 
in  a  swift  course  of  rapidity.  But  in  default  of  such  conduct 
in  them  or  either  of  them  as  aforesaid,  then  we  give,  devise, 
and  bequeath,  all  and  whatsoever  is  before  specified,  in  the 
last  before-mentioned  bequest,  or  the  share  of  such  defaulter, 
to  and  among  all,  any,  or  either  of  the  potentates  of  Europe, 
who  shall  by  his,  her,  their,  any  or  either  of  their  zeal,  (mani- 
fested by  real  service  to  our  most  noble  benefactor  Lucifer,) 
whether  under  the  mask  of  armed  neutrality,  open  and  avowed- 
ly, or  otherwise  howsoever,  cherish,  succor,  help,  and  comfort 
all  those  Americans  who  shall  be  inspired  with  the  most  noble 
sentiments  of  rebellion,  against  that  great  enemy  to  our  con- 
stitution of  Hell,  George  the  Third  of  Britain,  whose  subjects 
in  the  most  strange  infatuation  look  up  to,  love,  and  honor 
their  king.  In  him  there  is  also  the  most  surprising  infatua- 
tion, that  he  governs  them  by  their  own  laws,  and  wastes  all 
his  time  to  promote  their  happiness  ;  nor  does  his  infatuation 
cease  here,  he  loves  his  queen  and  family  ;  and,  moreover,  he 
is  so  righteously  wicked  that  he  loves  and  fears  his  God.  Now, 
we  should  make  another  bequest,  that  is,  of  the  land  and  soil 
of  North  America,  by  our  will,  by  our  free  will,  it  should  go 
to,  and  be  divided  between,  our  two  said  great  and  good  allies ; 
but  doubts  arising  in  our  purely  vicious  breasts  concerning  the 
operation  of  such  bequest,  we  laid  our  case  respecting  the 
same  before  the  Devil  in  council,  who  just  now  returned  it 
with  his  opiniou,  thereunder  wrote,  in  the  words  following  : — 
'  No  part  of  the  land  and  soil  of  North  America  can  be  con- 
veyed by  your  will ; — it  is  as  much  out  of  the  power  of  all  hell 
to  prevent  North  America  being  subject  to  Britain,  as  it  will 
be  in  the  power  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  hold  South  America, 
for  Britain  will  most  assuredly  extend  her  dominion  over 
the  whole  ! '  Now,  we  do  nominate  and  appoint  our  most  in- 
fernally noble  and  dearly  beloved  Devil,  guardian  to  our  dear 
and  only  daughter  Miss  America  Rebellion,  trusting  to  him 
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the  sole  care,  maintenance,  and  education  of  that  most  dutiful, 
beautiful  child.  And  we  do  also  nominate  and  appoint  him 
sole  executor  of  this  our  will,  made  and  executed  in  his  pres- 
ence this  eighteenth  day  of  January,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of 
our  independence. 

"  Signed,  sealed,  published,  declared,  and  delivered,  by  order 
of  Congress,  (just  now  expiring,) 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary,  (L.  S.) " ' 

January  24. — Daniel  Coxe,  upstart,  and  private  secretary 
to  their  Lig^t  mightinesses  the  "  Commissioners,  for  restoring 
peace  to  the  colonies  and  plantations  in  North 

Proclamation  Crit-   .  .  .   _  .  ,  .       .  .  . 

iciied.  America,  and  for  granting  pardons  to  such  ot  hi6 
Majesty's  subjects  now  in  rebellion,  as  shall  deserve  the  royal 
mercy,  etc.,"  has  been  circulating  small  bits  of  paper,  with  the 
following  printed  thereon,  in  Hugh  Game's  best  style : — "  No- 
tice is  hereby  given,  that  any  rebel  desirous  of  benefiting  by 
the  Commissioners'  proclamation,'  is,  on  his  arrival  at  the  first 
place  under  the  King's  government,  to  surrender  himself  to 
the  nearest  civil  or  military  officer,  and  declare  to  him  his  in- 
tentions.  He  is  then,  without  loss  of  time,  to  repair  to  the 
next  military  post  on  the  road  to  New  York,  and  to  give  a 
like  notice  of  his  wish  to  renounce  rebellion,  and  sue  for  the 
King's  grace. 

M  The  officer  commanding  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  give  a  certificate  of  such  surrender,  and  a  pass  to  the 
person  to  proceed  to  New  York,  specifying  a  reasonable  time 
for  that  purpose,  and  the  route  he  is  to  follow. 

"  On  his  arrival  at  New  York,  he  is  to  present  the  pass  to 
the  commandant,  and  make  an  application  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commissioners,  that,  if  he  falls  under  the  description  of 
persons  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  proclamation,  he  may  be 
admitted  to  take  the  oaths,  and  receive  his  pardon  in  form." 

This  generous  notice  to  such  of  the  loyal  Americans  who 
have  either  too  much  laziness  or  cowardice  to  attempt  to  enter 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  January  81. 

*  This  proclamation  was  published  in  December,  1780,  and  offered  pardon  to 
i  who  would  return  to  their  allegiance. 
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the  British  lines,  we  are  afraid  will  not,  even  at  this  favorable 
period,  excite  them  to  activity.  Old  Dillington,  Delancey, 
or  some  of  those  characters,  may  desire  to  repose  in  the  bosom 
of  their  much-injured  king,  but  Parsons'  keeps  too  severe  a 
scrutiny  over  that  class  of  cattle,  to  admit  of  their  joining  in 
active  service  against  the  Americans.  We  hear  of  but  one 
person  who  wishes  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  Commissioner8, 
offer,  and  that  is  Old  Peggy  "Warner,'  who  wishes  to  obtain 
some  money  she  loaned  Arnold  a  short  time  before  he  took  his 
late  hasty  and  uncivil  leave  of  West  Point. 

The  stupidity  of  such  productions  as  the  late  one  of  the 
Commissioners,  cannot  be  estimated.  What  persons,  other 
than  fools,  will  accept  a  pardon,  the  conditions  of  which  arc  to 
be  settled  after  they  return  to  allegiance  ?  Not  one !  The 
Americans  are  not  so  blear-eyed  that  they  cannot  divine  the 
future,  and  note  the  consequences  of  their  present  actions.  On 
the  one  hand,  the  glorious  prospect  is  not  far  distant  of  enjoy- 
ing in  peace,  in  safety,  the  inestimable  blessings  of  civil  and 
political  liberty,  secured  under  the  most  excellent  constitu- 
tion formed  by  themselves,  and  supported  with  unshaken  for- 
titude, through  every  hazard,  and  against  every  danger.  On 
the  other,  a  base  return  to  the  most  barbarous  of  masters,  with 
the  dreadful,  though  certain,  expectation  of  seeing  all  the 
effects  of  British  clemency — halters  for  the  most  virtuous  and 
brave  ;  chains,  whips,  and  scourges  for  their  remaining  breth- 
ren, enforced  with  all  the  horrors  of  Tory  revenge,  sanctified 
by  the  exertion  of  supreme  legislation  in  the  Parliament,  in- 
flamed by  resentment,  and  rendered  familiar  by  a  long  series 
of  cruelty,  to  every  idea  of  inhumanity.' 

January  25. — The  Americans,  nnder  General  Parsons,  have 
just  returned  from  a  successful  expedition  to  Morrisania,  where, 
in  the  night  and  morning  of  Monday  last,  (22d,)    E    lltlon  to 
they  surprised  and  took  prisoners  sixty  or  seventy  »«»••»«•. 
Tories,  and  burnt  a  considerable  number  of  huts.    They  also 

1  General  Parsons,  commanding  the  Americans  in  Westchester,  New  York. 
*  See  New  Jersey  Journal,  October  25,  1780. 

'  Riviogton's  Gazette,  January  24;  New  Jersey  Gazette,  August  22;  and 
Clift's  Diary. 
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passed  to  Frog's  Neck  and  destroyed  some  stores.1  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  detailed  account  of  the  affair : — Major-General 
Heath  having  reinforced  the  troops  stationed  on  the  lines  with 
five  additional  companies,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  Lieuten- 
ant Hull  marched  from  Crompond  to  North  Castle,  under  pre- 
tence of  making  a  large  forage  near  the  enemy's  lines;  all  the 
teams  in  this  part  of  the  country  having  been  previously  col- 
lected for  the  purpose.  The  same  evening  he  was  joined  by 
a  6inall  company  of  New  York  levies,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Mosier,  who  had  been  for  a  considerable  time  stationed 
on  the  lines,  and  had  acted  in  conjunction  with  the  troops 
under  his  command.  Captain  Honeywell,  likewise,  with 
about  eighty  mounted  volunteers,  joined  the  detachment,  and 
was  posted  on  the  different  roads  on  Lieutenant  Hull's  front 
and  flanks,  to  prevent  either  inhabitants  or  deserters  giving 
intelligence  to  the  enemy  of  his  movements. 

On  the  next  evening  the  following  disposition  was  made 
and  communicated  to  officers  : — Major  Maxwell  with  two 
companies,  commanded  by  Captains  Dix  and  J.  Williams, 
was  directed  to  take  a  position  near  the  redoubt  number  eight, 
which,  by  the  best  intelligence,  was  guarded  by  a  hundred 
regulars,  to  prevent  a  sally  on  the  troops  designed  to  act 
against  Morrisania,  capture  any  of  the  enemy  who  should  at- 
tempt to  fly  there  for  security,  and  destroy  a  pontoon  bridge 
of  communication,  constructed  over  Harlaem  Creek,  which 
was  covered  by  the  cannon  in  the  redoubt. 

Captain  White,  with  his  own  company,  and  a  small  party 
of  militia,  was  to  advance  to  Delancey's  Bridge,  surprise,  if 
possible,  a  subaltern's  guard  posted  at  that  place,  and  after 
leaving  a  sufficient  force  to  secure  the  pass  for  the  troops  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Bronx,  then  to  act  against  the  enemy  at 
"West  Farms. 

Captain  Prichard,  with  his  company,  and  Lieutenant  Mo- 
sier's  levies,  had  directions  to  proceed  to  Frog's  Neck,  with  a 
view  of  surprising  the  enemy  stationed  in  that  quarter. 

Captains  Dennet  and  Benton,  with  their  companies,  were 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  January  81. 
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to  be  posted  at  Williams'  Bridge,  to  observe  the  motions  of 
the  enemy  on  the  road  leading  from  King's  Bridge,  repulse 
them  if  they  attempted  to  cross,  and  at  sunrise  take  up  the 
bridge,  retire  to  East  Chester,  and  join  the  troops  posted  at 
that  place  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  operating  force. 

Three  companies,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Fox,  S. 
Williams,  and  Dorrance,  with  the  principal  part  of  the  volun- 
teer horsemen,  were  to  proceed  to  Morrisania,  destroy  the 
enemy's  huts,  and  act  as  circumstances  might  require.  Proper 
guides  were  appointed  to  the  different  detachments,  and  a 
number  of  horsemen  to  keep  up  a  line  of  intelligence.  Par- 
ticular places  were  likewise  pointed  out  for  the  different  com- 
mands to  break  off  from  the  column,  and  the  time  of  attack 
was  fixed  at  half-past  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  After 
executing  the  different  orders  at  the  several  posts,  all  the  de- 
tachments on  the  west  side  of  the  Bronx  had  orders  to  retire 
to  Delancey's  Bridge,  precisely  at  daylight,  for  the  purpose  of 
gaining  Ea6t  Chester  early  in  the  morning. 

The  disposition  having  been  thus  settled,  the  morning  of 
the  21st  the  troops  were  put  in  motion  in  one  column,  and 
proceeded  down  the  road  leading  by  Young's,  from  thence 
through  Mile  Square,  until  their  arrival  nearly  opposite  King's 
Bridge,  when  it  was  thought  advisable  to  take  the  fields,  to 
avoid  the  enemy's  patrols  on  the  different  roads.  On  the  ar- 
rival of  Lieutenant  Hull  near  the  principal  part  of  the  huts  at 
Morrisania,  all  the  detachments  having  been  made  agreeable 
to  orders,  the  troops  met  with  an  unexpected  obstruction, 
which  he  was  apprehensive  would  have  defeated  his  plan.  A 
small  creek  (over  which  was  a  bridge)  had  been  swelled  by  a 
very  heavy  rain  the  night  and  morning  of  the  21st,  to  6uch  a 
height,  and  so  filled  with  broken  ice,  as  rendered  the  passage 
excessively  difficult.  Determined,  however,  to  make  the  at- 
tempt, the  infantry  was  ordered  to  mount  behind  the  horse- 
men, and  in  the  course  of  fifteen  minutes,  about  seventy  were 
carried  over,  which,  with  the  horse,  were  thought  a  sufficient 
force  to  effect  the  business  in  that  quarter,  and,  as  not  only  this 
detachment,  but  Major  Maxwell's  command,  were  obliged  to 
return  the  same  way  to  gain  Delancey's  Bridge,  it  was  thought 
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an  object  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  this  pass  should  be 
secured,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  ordered  to  take 
a  position  for  the  purpose.  The  noise  unavoidably  occasioned 
in  passing  this  creek,  was  heard  by  the  British  on  the  other 
side,  who  immediately  fired  an  alarm,  which  prevented  the 
surprise  being  so  complete  as  was  designed.  The  infantry  and 
horse  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  after  capturing  a- number 
of  the  enemy,  all  the  huts  in  that  quarter  were  destroyed. 

After  this  service  was  performed,  that  detachment  returned, 
and  being  joined  by  Major  Maxwell,  who  had  destroyed  the 
bridge  over  Harlaem  Creek,  and  indeed  executed  every  part 
of  his  orders,  Lieutenant  Hull  proceeded  with  all  the  troops 
then  joined,  to  Delaucey's  Bridge,  where  Captain  White  had 
forced  the  guards,  and  was  in  possession  of  the  pass,  over 
which  the  troops  retreated  with  little  or  no  loss,  although  the 
British  had  collected  in  considerable  force,  and  were  attempt- 
ing to  regain  it. 

On  Hull's  arrival  at  Westchester,  Captain  Prichard,  who 
had  made  the  attempt  on  Frog's  Neck,  joined  the  main  body. 
As  he  was  passing  over  the  causeway,  the  guard  posted  for  its 
defence  fired  on  him,  which  gave  the  alarm,  and  prevented 
his  success  being  as  complete  as  was  expeected ;  he,  however, 
charged  the  guard,  wounded  one,  and  captured  six.  On  his 
way  to  Captain  Simmons'  quarters,  he  fell  in  with  a  patrol,  one 
of  which  was  killed,  and  two  made  prisoners.  When  he  ar- 
rived, every  man  had  left  the  house,  and  concealed  themselves 
in  the  woods.  After  scouring  the  Neck,  and  capturing  a 
number  of  prisoners,  he  returned,  and  in  repassing  the  cause- 
way, Ensign  Thompson  was  unfortunately  killed.  The  objects 
of  the  enterprise  having  been  thus  completed,  it  became  neces- 
sary for  the  Americans  to  retreat  to  East  Chester,  as  fast  as 
their  very  great  fatigue  would  admit.  For  this  purpose  a  dis- 
position was  made,  and  the  prisoners,  which  consisted  of  about 
fifty,  with  the  cattle  and  horses,  were  ordered  between  the 
front  guard  and  main  body. 

As  soon  as  the  line  of  march  commenced,  the  British  ap- 
peared on  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  Americans,  and  began  a 
scattering  fire.    Dispositions  were  immediately  made,  by  re- 
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inforcing  the  rear  and  flank  guards,  to  secure  the  column,  and 
annoy  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  after  so  long  and  severe 
a  inarch.  The  enemy  being  continually  reinforced,  and  their 
fire  incessantly  increasing,  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  troops 
to  move  exceedingly  slow,  and  for  the  rear  and  flank  guards 
to  be  increased,  and  ordered  to  positions  best  calculated  for  the 
purpose. 

On  Hull's  arrival  near  East  Chester,  he  found  such  a  dis- 
position made  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  General 
Parsons,  and  measures  so  judiciously  adopted,  as  effectually 
secured  his  retreat,  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  placing 
himself  under  the  orders  of  that  general.  What  number  of  the 
enemy  fell,  either  in  the  night  attack,  or  on  the  retreat,  is  un- 
certain ;  it  must,  however,  have  been  considerable.  Fifty-two 
of  Colonel  Delancey's  corps  were  made  prisoners,  between 
thirty  and  forty  large  huts  built  for  their  quarters  and  a  quan- 
tity of  forage,  were  destroyed.  A  large  number  of  horses  and 
cattle  were  likewise  brought  off. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Major  Maxwell  for  the  exactness 
with  which  he  executed  his  particular  orders,  and  for  his  gen- 
eral good  conduct  during  the  whole  expedition.  Hie  patience 
and  fortitude  of  the  soldiers  in  the  execution  of  so  severe  a  ser- 
vice, and  their  order  and  bravery  when  attacked  by  the  enemy, 
place  their  conduct  in  a  most  honorable  point  of  view.  The 
conduct  of  Captain  Honeywell,  and  the  Refugees  under  his 
command,  deserve  particular  commendation.1 

January  26.— Last  night,  was  executed  at  Bird's  Point, 
Bergen  county,  in  the  province  of  New  Jersey,  pursuant  to  his 
sentence,  Stephen  Ball,  a  spy  ;  he  was  very  active 
in  the  execution  of  Thomas  Long,  a  refugee  from    8t*phen  ^ 
Jersey,  who  suffered  death  in  that  province  in  the  year  1779. 
Ball  was  apprehended  on  Staten  Island  by  a  party  of  refugee8., 

1  Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Hull  to  General  Parsons  in  the  New 
Jersey  Gaiette,  February  21. 

•  Rirington's  Gazette,  February  8. 
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In  the  late  excursion,  which  General  Parsons  made  to  Mor- 
risania,  Major  Oliver  Lawrence  being  detached  with  a  recon- 
oiirrr  Lawrence  String  party  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
•nd  c«i.  Deiancey.  orev  accidentally  met  with  Colonel  James  Delan- 
ccy,  who  taking  the  major  for  one  of  his  officers,  abruptly  ac- 
costed him:  "D  n  you,  what  are  you  doing  there?  don't 

you  boo  the  rebels  just  on  your  back?  "  Major  Lawrence,  in 
order  to  decoy  him,  replied :  "  My  dear  colonel,  pray  give  me 
your  assistance ;  my  men  are  in  the  greatest  confusion,  and 
I  can't  rally  them."  Upon  which  Delancey  innocently  rode  up 
until  he  came  within  a  few  rods  of  the  major ;  when  unfortu- 
nately one  of  the  major's  party,  having  G.  W.  on  his  cap, 
rising  from  behind  a  6tone  fence,  where  they  were  secreted, 
discovered  to  the  colonel  his  mistake ;  upon  which  he  imme- 
diately wheeled  about,  put  6purs  to  hie  horse,  and  preferring 
the  danger  of  a  broken  neck  to  the  fire  of  his  enemy,  leaped 
down  a  craggy  precipice,  exclaiming,  when  he  first  perceived 
his  error — "  Damn  you,  Oliver  Lawrence,  I  know  you."  1 

January  31. — Tins  morning,  his  Majesty's  ship  Iris  arrived 
at  New  York  from  the  Chesapeake,  with  the  following  account 

Araoi.r»  Exp,-."-  tae  proceeding8  of  tne  British  forces  in  Vir- 
uon  to  v^n...  s^  under  Brigadier-General  Arnold  :— "  The 

fleet  having  been  separated  by  a  hard  gale  of  wind  on  the  26th 
and  27th  December,  rejoined  off  the  capes  of  Virginia,  and 
arrived  in  Hampton  road  on  the  30th,  except  three  transports 
and  one  armed  vessel,  with  upwards  of  four  hundred  troops. 

"  On  the  31st  of  December  the  troops  were  embarked  in 
small  vessels  and  boats,  (part  of  which  were  captured  on  their 
arrival,)  and  proceeded  up  James  River,  with  the  Hope  and 
Swift  armed  vessels.  On  the  3d  of  January,  in  the  evening, 
they  anchored  at  Flour  de  Hundred,  about  half  a  mile  from  a 
battery  of  three  eighteen  and  one  twenty-four  pounders,  and 
one  brass  eight-inch  howitzer,  which  only  killed  one  man. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Simcoe,'  with  two  hundred  men,  landed 
and  took  possession  of  the  battery,  without  opposition,  spiked 

1  New  York  Picket,  February  1.  ■  Of  the  Queen'a  Rangers. 
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the  iron  guns,  and  brought  off  the  howitzer.  On  the  4th  the 
fleet  proceeded  to  Westover,  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles  from  the  capes  of  Virginia,  where  the  troops  were  im- 
mediately landed,  and  marched  to  Richmond,  which  they 
reached  without  opposition ;  the  militia  that  was  collected 
having  everywhere  fled  on  their  approach.  From  hence  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Simcoe  marched  with  a  detachment  of  the 
army  to  Westham,  where  the  troops  burnt  and  destroyed  one 
of  the  finest  foundries  for  cannon  in  America,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  cannon,  stores,  &c.  General  Arnold,  on  his  arrival 
at  Richmond,  found  there  large  quantities  of  tobacco,  salt, 
rum,  sail  cloth,  and  merchandise,  and  that  part  which  was 
public  property  he  destroyed. 

"  The  public  stores,  &c,  said  to  be  at  Petersburg,  being 
found  on  inquiry  not  an  object  worth  attention,  the  ships  only 
were  sent  up  within  six  miles  of  that  place,  from  whence  they 
brought  off*  some  vessels,  several  having  been  previously  sunk 
by  the  rebels. 

"  The  troops  having  effected  this  service,  marched  back  with 
five  very  fine  brass  field-pieces,  six-pounders,  which  they  had 
taken,  and  arrived  at  Westover  on  the  7th,  having  performed 
a  march  of  sixty-six  miles,  through  very  heavy  roads  and  ex- 
cessive rains,  in  three  days,  in  an  enemy's  country  where  they 
were  sometimes  retarded  for  hours  by  the  destruction  of 
bridges,  <fcc. 

"  The  8th,  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simcoe  was 
detached  with  forty-two  cavalry  to  Charles  City  Court  House, 
nine  miles  from  Richmond,  where,  with  his  usual  address,  he 
surprised  about  two  hundred  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  foot, 
killed  about  twenty,  and  took  eight  prisoners,  with  the  loss  of 
one  man  killed  and  three  wounded.  Captain  Shanks,  of  the 
Queen's  Rangers,  behaved  on  this,  as  on  every  other  occasion, 
with  great  bravery. 

"  On  the  9th  the  army  was  joined  by  the  troops  in  the 
missing  transports,  and  on  the  10th  the  whole  fell  down  the 
river  to  Flour  de  Hundred,  where  the  general  being  informed 
there  was  a  party  of  six  or  eight  hundred  rebels,  under  the 
command  of  Baron  Steuben,  he  landed  with  part  of  his  troops, 
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and  sent  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simcoe,  with  three  hundred  men, 
about  two  miles  to  the  cross  roads,  where  the  enemy  were  post- 
ed ;  Captain  Hatch,  who  commanded  the  van-guard,  having 
with  great  gallantry  drove  in  their  picket  on  the  main  body. 
A  very  heavy  fire  from  the  rebels  killed  three  men,  and 
wounded  Captain  Hatch,  Ensign  Sword,  and  about  twenty 
privates  of  the  loyal  American  regiment,  whose  conduct  on 
this  occasion  does  them  great  honor.  They  then  charged  the 
enemy  with  such  firmness  and  resolution,  that  they  instantly 
fled  on  all  sides,  and  were  pursued  about  two  miles,  but  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  badness  of  the  roads,  and  a  heavy  shower 
of  rain  falling  about  the  time,  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit.  On 
their  return,  three  pieces  of  heavy,  and  some  light  cannon, 
with  a  quantity  of  stores  taken  from  the  enemy,  were  put  on 
board,  and  the  troops  embarked  at  four  next  morning.  On  the 
11th,  fell  down  the  river,  taking  some  stores  on  their  way. 
On  the  14th  they  anchored  at  Harding's  Ferry,  the  troops, 
horses,  and  artillery  were  landed,  and  on  the  loth  the  army 
marched  to  Smithlield,  on  Pagan  Creek,  seventeen  miles  from 
thence,  where  a  quantity  of  provisions  was  collected. 

"  On  the  16th,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simcoe,  with  two  hun- 
dred men,  was  detached  to  Mackie's  Mills,  three  miles  from 
Smith  field,  to  dislodge  about  two  hundred  of  the  enemy  who 
had  taken  post  there,  and  who  fled  upon  his  approach.  Major 
Gordon  was  at  the  same  time  thrown  over  the  creek  to  cut  off 
their  retreat,  but  they  took  the  woods.  On  the  18th  the  army 
moved  to  Sleepy  Hole  on  Nansemond  River,  which  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Simcoe  passed  with  his  men,  and  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning  they  began  to  cross  the  ferry.  They  were  all 
over  bv  eleven,  and  marched  fifteen  miles.  When  thev  were 
within  five  miles  of  Portsmouth,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simcoe 
was  detached  thither,  and  arrived  at  ten  the  next  morning, 
time  enough  to  prevent  the  town  from  being  burnt,  as  threat- 
ened by  the  rebels ;  and  on  the  20th,  in  the  morning,  the 
whole  army,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  inhabitants,  marched  into 
Portsmouth  in  good  health  and  high  spirits. 

"  General  Arnold  expresses  himself  much  indebted  to  Com- 
modore Symonds,  Captain  Evans,  and  the  other  officere  of  his 
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Majesty's  ships  on  this  service,  for  the  groat  assistance  he  has 
received  from  them.  And  he  at  the  same  time  speaks  in  the 
highest  terms  of  the  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  of  both 
navy  and  army  during  the  whole  expedition."  1 

February  8. — Captain  S  ,  lately  returned  from  America 

to  London  with  an  express  for  government,  relates,  among  many 
other  affecting  and  uncommon  incidents,  among 

•1_  ...  •       *       a  A  True  WotBtt. 

the  royalists,  as  well  as  m  the  American  army, 
the  following  narrative  of  tenderness,  evincing  to  what  a  height 
the  purity  of  passion  can  arrive  in  the  bosom  of  a  virtuous 
woman,  uncorrupted  by  an  erroneous  education,  or  the  de- 
pravity of  fashionable  life : — A  young  lady,  long  advertised 
in  our  public  papers  by  her  distressed  family,  having  forsaken 
her  fathers  house  in  Wales,  in  the  beginning  of  the  American 
war,  leaving  only  a  letter  behind  her  to  bid  them  be  assured 
her  honor  and  life  should  be  secure  in  her  own  care,  followed 
her  lover  (a  cornet  of  horse)  to  whom  she  had  engaged  herself 
privately,  during  his  recruiting  in  the  town  in  which  she  lived. 
She  married  him  the  hour  6he  arrived  at  New  York,  where 
his  regiment  was  at  that  time.  Her  elegance  and  beauty  in- 
flaming the  breast  of  the  commander,  as  well  as  of  those  inferior 
in  command  in  the  regiment,  her  husband  became  the  pointod 
mark  of  their  malice  as  well  as  envy. 

The  comet  only  exceeded  the  bounds  of  the  country  in 
search  of  some  medicinal  herbs  for  his  beloved  wife;  the  trespass 
was  aggravated  into  a  crime  ;  he  was  indignantly  sentenced  to 
an  ignominious  confinement,  which,  by  reason  of  the  dampness 
of  his  prison,  immediately  threatened  his  life,  and  hers  who 
had  closely  attended  him  during  his  confinement.  She  re- 
ceived a  message  whilst  under  these  circumstances,  from  the 
general,  informing  her  that  if  she  would  leave  her  husband, 
her  presence  availing  him  little,  that  she  would  find  an  asylum 
in  his  protection,  and  every  thing  that  would  be  advantageous 
to  her,  would  she  listen  to  his  passion.  She  replied  by  an 
opened  letter,  publicly  read  through  the  camp,  in  words  as  fol- 

Rirington'g  Gazette,  February  7. 
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lows : — "  Unworthy  commander,  though  I  would  die  on  the 
rack  without  a  groan  to  save  my  husband,  yet  I  will  not  forfeit 
my  honor,  and  dishonor  him  to  save  us  both.  Think  not,  vain 
man,  that  misery,  pain,  indigence,  and  chastity,  cannot  inhabit 
the  same  bosom  together ;  know  for  once  you  are  mistaken, 
and  that  being  conscious  nothing  in  my  conduct  could  encour- 
age that  presumption.  The  insult  is  cruel,  base,  and  unmanly. 
Molest  me  no  more,  nor  dare  to  violate  my  presence.  These 
languid  arms,  scarce  able  to  lift  themselves  in  tender  offices  for 
my  husband,  my  wrongs  may  animate  to  avenge  his  cause  and 
mine."  The  commander  (who  in  this  instance  only  stands  im- 
peached for  want  of  honor  and  humanity)  stood  struck  with 
remorse  ;  lie  went  to  her,  threw  himself  at  her  feet,  humiliating 
himself  before  the  companions  of  his  guilt,  avowing  it  and 
accusing  himself  and  them  for  the  disgraceful  and  precipitate 
step  that  had  ruined  a  virtuous  couple,  promising  her  that  for 
her  sake  he  would  ever  reverence  in  future  her  whole  sex. 
The  husband  was  honorably  discharged,  and  soon  after  pro- 
moted, and  is  now  major  in  the  regiment.  This  virtuous  cou- 
ple enjoy  the  veneration  of  all  the  corps,  interrupted  only  in 
their  happiness  by  a  languishing  state  the  major's  imprison- 
ment has  occasioned.  She  lately  has  lain  in,  and  a  want  of 
fresh  provisions  having  happened  just  before  the  officer  left 
the  camp  in  Charleston,  the  major  being  in  a  state  of  weak- 
ness for  want  of  proper  nutriment,  he  left  the  lovely  heroine 
supporting  her  husband  with  the  milk  of  her  chaste  breast, 
that  ever  heaved  with  conjugal  love,  the  innocent  pledge  of 
their  love  having  died  a  few  days  after  its  birth.    Surely  such 

instances  as  these,  and  such  of  the  justly  celebrated  Mrs.  , 

should  make  us  look  round  with  contempt  on  the  paltry  pas- 
sions and  interested  motives  that  connect  and  disunite  our 
fashionable  lovers  in  high  life.  What  sensations  can  they  ex- 
perience in  their  most  enviable  hours,  that  equal  the  luxury  of 
a  virtuous  affection  ?  Riches  and  honor,  like  everv  other  grati- 
fication  of  appetite  and  taste,  by  use,  fall  into  satiety  and  lan- 
guor ;  we  look  round  to  the  deserted  paths  of  nature  and  vir- 
tuous attachment,  for  a  relief  from  that  lassitude  and  ennui  ; 
but  dissipation  and  habit  have  too  early  extinguished  or  ab- 
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sorbed  those  finer  feelings  that  give  rapture  and  enthusiasm, 
witli  durable  rational  enjoyment,  to  the  humble,  retired,  and 
undepraved.' 

February  22. — By  letters  of  a  very  late  date  from  Xew 
York,  says  a  writer  in  England,  we  are  informed  that  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  has  been  attempting  to  negotiate  a  peace  General*  Leo  and 

,         A.    .         ?  .       ,  Stirling  tampered 

with  America  by  ottering  the  most  advantageous 
terms  to  many  of  her  leaders.  Several  of  the  American  officers 
of  rank,  while  prisoners,  such  as  Lee,  Stirling,  &c,  were  tam- 
pered with  on  the  same  subject,  but  all  without  effect,  as 
Washington,  who  is  now  more  in  the  French  interest  than  ever, 
opposes  every  attempt  towards  such  accommodations  short  of 
independence.  As  to  General  Lee,  he  is  now  neglected  and 
despised  even  by  the  Americans,  who  never  had  any  opinion 
of  his  fidelity  to  their  cause,  after  he  was  taken  prisoner  ;  nay, 
some  of  the  most  violent  have  gone  60  far  as  to  charge  him 
with  being  ever  since  in  the  British  interest,  although  they 
have  never  been  able  to  prove  it.' 

A  writer  in  England  says : — "  A  Scotch  officer,  lately  ar- 
rived from  America,  hath  assured  some  particular  friends,  that 
on  the  day  of  the  action  near  Camden,  Lord  Corn-  cornwaiiia'a 
wallis's  orders  to  the  army  were :  '  To  take  no  entity, 
prisoners  in  the  field  of  battle,  but  to  put  all  to  the  bayonet 
without  distinction,  however  supplicating  for  mercy  they  may 
be  found  !  '  (which  accounts  for  the  great  and  disproportion- 
ate slaughter  made  among  the  American  troops,)  but,  after  the 
action,  and  on  the  day  following,  his  lordship  gave  leave  for 
receiving  alive  such  of  the  rebels  as  applied  for  quarter! 
Btlla,  horrlda  bulla!  Is  it  possible  that  such  a  kind  of  war 
can  be  approved  of  by  a  Christian  Prince,  reigning  over  a  free 
and  civilized  people,  once  as  renowned  for  humanity  as  for 
their  valor  in  war  ?  If  the  fact  be  as  thus  represented,  what 
would  be  the  consequences  if  the  fortune  of  war  should  render 
that  same  noble  lord  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  American 
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army  ?  In  the  rage  of  revenge  following  his  conduct,  they 
might  honorably  entomb  him  alive,  with  a  number  of  the  putrid 
carcases  he  had  so  inhumanly  butchered,  to  be  his  companions 
during  the  time  that  starvation  was  finishing  his  wretched 
'existence.  Most  Reverend  Father  in  God,  Prelate  of  Canter- 
bury, highest  spiritual  teacher  and  preacher  of  mercy  and 
peace,  under  the  blessed  Jesus,  Lamb  of  God  !  know  thou, 
Right  Reverend  and  Christian  sir,  (who  seem  to  be  not  many 
stages  on  this  6ide  the  bar  of  justice  at  which  all  mortals  must 
appear,)  that  this  human  butcher  is  thy  nephew  !  and  that 
until  now,  in  est  dementi  forti  !  had  ever  been  considered  as 
an  established  maxim.  Doth  such  inhumanity  meet  with 
your  approbation  '(  "  1 

MARcn  1. — This  day  will  be  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
America  to  the  last  posterity,  for  the  final  ratification  in  Con- 
gress of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  be- 
tween the  States.' 

This  great  event,  which  will  confound  our  enemies,  fortify 
us  against  their  arts  of  seduction,  and  frustrate  their  plans  of 
The  c.nfe«ier»tion  division,  was  announced  to  the  public  at  twelve 

Katifltd.  o'clock,  under  the  discharge  of  the  artillery  on  the 
land  and  the  cannon  of  the  shipping  in  the  Delaware.  The 
bells  were  rung,  and  every  manifestation  of  joy  shown  on  this 
occasion.  The  Ariel  frigate,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Paul 
Jones,  fired  a  feu  de  joie,  and  was  beautifully  decorated  with 
a  variety  of  streamers  in  the  day,  and  ornamented  with  a 
brilliant  appearance  of  lights  in  the  night. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  his  Excellency  the  presi- 
dent of  Congress  received  the  congratulations  of  the  legislative 
and  executive  bodies  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  civil  and  military 
officers,  and  many  of  the  principal  citizens,  who  partook  of  a 
collation  provided  on  this  happy  occasion.  The  evening  was 
ushered  in  by  an  elegant  exhibition  of  fireworks. 

1  Now  Jersev  Journal,  March  7. 

1  By  this  instrument  each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independ- 
ence ;  and  the  States  severally  enter  into  a  firm  league  of  friendship  with  each 
other  for  their  common  defence,  the  aecurity  of  their  llbertiea,  and  their 
general  welfare.— Thachtr. 
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Thus  has  the  union,  began  by  necessity,  been  indissoluble 
cemented.  Thus  America,  (like  a  well-constructed  arch,  whoso 
parts  harmonizing  and  mutually  supporting  each  other,  are  the. 
more  closely  united  the  greater  the  pressure  upon  them,)  is  grow- 
ing up  in  war  into  greatness  and  consequence  among  the  nations. 
But  Britain's  boasted  wealth  and  graudeur  are  crumbling  to 
pieces,  never  to  be  again  united.  Her  empire  of  the  ocean  is 
dividing  among  her  insulted  neighbors  ;  and  if  she  persists  in, 
her  present  self-destroying  system,  there  will  be  a  time  when 
scarcely  a  monument  of  her  former  glory  will  remain.  The 
fragments  of  her  empire,  and  its  history,  will  then  be  of  little 
other  use  to  mankind,  but  like  a  landmark  to  warn  against  the 
shoals  and  rocks  on  which  her  political  navigators  had  ship- 
wrecked that  infatuated  nation.' 

An  American  correspondent  says,  that  the  officers  of  the 
army  in  New  York,  concerned  in  the  management  of  the  theatre 
there,  form  a  body  like  any  other  company  of  rkmm  in 
comedians,  and  share  the  profits  arising  from  New  York- 
their  exhibitions.  To  people  in  England  it  may  seem  mean, 
for  British  officers  to  perform  for  hire  ;  but  in  New  York,  neces- 
saries are  so  extremely  dear,  that  an  inferior  officer,  who  has  no 
other  resources  than  his  pay,  undergoes  more  difficulties  than) 
the  common  soldier ;  and  circumstanced  as  many  brave  men, 
now  are  in  America,  such  an  exertion  of  their  talents  to  increase; 
their  incomes,  deserves  the  greatest  encouragement.' 

March  10. — Captain  IIdbbel,  of  the  Associated  Loyalists, 
has  had  another  encounter  with  the  pious  Presbyterians  at 
Lloyd's  Neck.'  This  spirited  officer,  with  his  nahM  Et 
little  band  of  true  Englishmen,  has  made  three  at-  Uo>d'8  Keck- 
tempts  to  effect  the  business  pointed  out  to  them.  In  the  firet, 
the  weather  obliged  them  to  return  to  the  Neck  without  land- 
ing.   Their  second  attempt  was  on  the  28th  of  February  last, 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  March  8.  •  Upcott,  vi.  281. 

1  Smythe's  Journal ;  Lloyd's  Neck  is  a  promontory  between  Oyster  Bay  and 
Huntington  harbor,  Long  Island. 
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when  contrary  winds  and  bad  weather  again  prevented  the 
General  Wolfe  (an  armed  schooner,  furnished  by  his  Excellen- 
cy the  commander-in-chief,  for  the  use  of  the  board)  from  cross- 
ing the  Sound.  Captain  Hubbel  then  manned  four  whale 
boats,  and  proceeded  to  Compo,  in  Connecticut,  where  the 
party  landed,  and  being  fired  upon  from  two  guard  houses,  the 
rebels  were  immediately  driven  from  them,  and  the  guard  houses 
burnt. 

By  this  time  the  alarm  guns  were  fired,  and  the  militia 
mustered  to  the  number  of  three  hundred,  as  the  lovalists  were 
well  informed,  and  therefore  it  was  thought  best  to  retire  to 
their  boats,  in  which  they  proceeded  to  Five  Mile  River, 
where  they  again  landed,  and  marched  some  distance  into  the 
country  ;  but  the  beacons  being  lighted,  and  the  militia  every- 
where collected,  Captain  Hubbel  drew  oft*  his  men,  and  re- 
turned to  Long  Island  the  next  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  the  party  were  embark- 
ed on  board  the  General  Wolfe,  but  the  wind  coining  ahead, 
it  was  again  determined  to  man  four  boats  with  between  thirty 
and  forty  of  the  best  men,  which  was  immediately  done,  and 
the  party  crossed  to  McKenzie's  Point,  where,  leaving  a  suffi- 
cient guard  with  the  boats,  Captain  Hubbel  moved  with  the 
rest  two  miles  up  Mill  River,  where  they  effectually  destroyed 
two  mills,  with  about  two  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  collected 
there,  as  they  were  told,  for  the  French  at  Rhode  Island. 

After  effecting  this  business  and  collecting  a  few  sheep, 
they  returned  to  their  boats,  and  proceeded  to  Ronton  River, 
and  again  landed  about  sunrise,  and  marched  into  the  country 
to  a  rebel  guard  house,  which  they  burned.  They  also  de- 
stroyed a  salt  work,  and  collected  some  cattle,  but  finding  the 
rebels  embodying  against  them,  they  retreated  to  their  boats, 
being  fired  at  by  the  rebels,  and  landed  on  one  of  the  Norwalk 
Islands,  where  they  expected  the  General  Wolfe  would  have 
joined  them,  but  being  disappointed,  they  were  obliged  to  pass 
the  night  on  the  island.  About  break  of  day  they  discovered 
a  large  barge  and  three  whale  boats,  full  manned  with  conti- 
nentals and  militia,  rowing  towards  them ;  but  on  being  chal- 
lenged by  the  loyalists,  they  turned  and  landed  on  an  island 
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within  a  few  rods  of  the  one  occupied  by  Captain  Hubbel,and 
began  a  heavy  fire  on  the  loyalists  and  their  boats,  which  were 
turned  up  ou  the  shore  to  shelter  the  men  during  the  night. 
In  the  face  of  this  fire,  however,  they  launched  their  boats, 
and  effected  their  retreat  without  any  loss  or  damage,  except 
a  few  shot  holes  through  their  boats.1 

In  the  late  encounter  between  Captain  Hubbel  and  the 
Jonathans  of  Connecticut,  at  Lloyd's  Neck,  the  latter  used 
balls  of  baked  mud  filled  with  bits  of  iron,  and  . 

'  Mud 

pieces  of  rusty  spikes,  instead  of  bullets.    This  Ammunition, 
shows  the  state  of  the  rebels'  boasted  "unbounded  supply  of 
ammunition,"  and  at  the  same  time  accounts  for  the  little  ex- 
ecution done  by  that  pious  herd  in  their  conflicts  with  the 
Britons.* 

March  14. — A  writer  in  the  London  Public  Advertiser,* 
gives  the  following  reflections  on  the  catastrophe  of  Major 
Andre  :— "  As  nothing  that  concerns  humanity  An  English  Tiow 
can  ever  be  imagined  foreign  to  a  British  breast,  Execution, 
any  prefatory  apology  for  a  discussion  of  the  degree  of  right  or 
of  wrong  in  the  treatment  of  the  unfortunate  Major  Andre, 
may  very  justly  be  considered  as  an  insult  to  the  reader,  in  its 
implication  of  a  diffidence  of  his  heart. 

"  But  even  such  a  discussion  is  not  the  only  motive  of  this 
address  ;  another  capital  one  extorts  it ;  a  wish  to  satisfy  the 
public  that  the  Marquis  La  Fayette,  then  in  the  colony  camp, 
and  who,  in  all  probability,  irresistibly  instigated  Mr.  Wash- 
ington to  the  perpetration  of  that  horrid  crime,  has  therein  not 
less  wounded  the  honor  of  France  than  the  feelings  of  humanity  ; 
a  point  which,  when  clearly  established,  cannot  even  displease 
those  of  the  colonists  themselves  who,  unfortunately,  under  the 
force  of  a  cruel  imposture,  have  been  betrayed  into  such  exe- 
crable lengths  of  criminality,  as  from  their  very  souls  they 
would  otherwise  probably  have  detested.    A  presumption  this, 

*  Rirington's  Gazette,  March  14.  1  Smythe's  Journal,  108. 

•  Under  the  signature  of  "A  Briton." 
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which  does  not,  however,  extend  to  the  incendiaries  of  the  ttr 
bellion  themselves,  who  must  be  too  case-hardened  to  receW« 
an  impression  of  truth  and  reason. 

"  First  is  to  the  pretended  right  of  sacrificing  the  major 
to  the  rigor  of  martial  law.  True  it  is  that  general  usage  or 
practice  constitutes  the  common  law  of  war ;  and  according 
to  that,  certain  it  is  that  spies  when  taken,  arc  liable  to  be  put 
to  death.  But  according  to  the  best  information,  the  laws 
of  war,  in  the  true  spirit  of  military  honor,  make  a  very 
justifiable  difi'erence  between  spies ;  a  designation  which  in 
itself  interposes  no  disgrace  or  derogation  from  the  highest 
rank:  at  least  I  never  heard  it  imputed  as  such,  to  one 
of  the  greatest  kings  that  ever  illustrated  the  English  na- 
tion. Alfred,  in  the  Danish  camp,  in  the  disguise  of  a  harper, 
even  accepting  gratuities  in  that  character,  assumed  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  gaining  useful  intelligence  against  the 
enemies  of  his  country,  was  not,  perhaps,  in  that  adventure, 
less  Alfred  the  Great,  than  when  pompously  seated  on  his 
throne.  Nor  has  he  been  the  only  prince  that  personally 
risked  a  stratagem  of  that  kind.  This  is  only  mentioned  to  in- 
validate that  cruel  and  unfair  conclusion,  that  if  the  major 
demeaned  himself  to  the  personage  of  a  spy,  he  was  bound  to 
take  a  spy's  fate,  an  ignominious  death. 

"  Justice,  severe  justice,  (it  has  been  said,)  making  no  dis- 
tinction of  persons,  no  wrong  was  done  to  him  ;  the  law  of  war 
took  his  forfeited  life.  But  this  is,  in  general,  false.  That 
very  law  of  usage  leaves  a  latitude  to  discretion  in  favor  of  » 
very  just,  and  consequently  an  honorable  distinction. 

"The  persons  who  fall  under  the  description  of  spies, 
liable,  on  capture,  to  a  summary  death,  are  in  general  under 
stood  to  be  peasants,  or  of  the  very  lowest  class  of  men ;  not 
that  the  life  of  one  in  such  a  class  is  not,  in  the  eye  of  justice, 
held  intrinsically  as  sacred  as  that  of  the  highest  personage; 
but  here  lies  the  difference:  A  peasant,  alow  lived  mercenary, 
taken  as  a  spy,  is  currently  supposed  to  be  actuated  merely  by 
the  promise  or  prospect  of  a  sordid  fee  or  reward  for  the  mis- 
chief implied  by  his  errand.  Ho  is  looked  upon  as  having 
gone  out  of  his  line  of  life  for  a  vile  hire,  without  a  spark  of 
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principle  or  of  honor,  and  is  accordingly  treated  and  executed 
with  very  little  ceremony.  Whereas,  generals  or  commission- 
ed officers,  though  taken  in  the  very  attempt  at  such  a  service, 
are,  unless  some  very  aggravating  circumstance  should  attend 
the  act,  not  supposed  to  deserve  any  such  ignominious  treat- 
ment as  usage  appropriates  to  the  lower  ranks  of  life.  The 
difference  of  the  motive  discriminates  the  undertaking.  Their 
commission,  if  not  an  authority,  is  at  least  according  to  that 
usajre  which  forms  the  military  code  of  honor,  an  admissible 
excuse,  and  entitles  them  to  the  courtesy  of  a  generous  enemy. 
Thence  their  being  commonly  considered  as  only  prisoners  of 
war. 

"  Here,  should  any  false  distinction  of  rank  have  been  made, 
any  officer  may  easily  correct  the  error,  and  will  surely  forgive 
it  in  favor  of  the  innocence  of  the  intentioner.  This  waa  cer- 
tainly not  to  mislead,  but  to  put  the  reader  on  his  own  exami- 
nation of  the  plea  adduced  to  justify  one  of  the  most  atrocious 
crimes  that  has  occurred  in  the  course  of  this  ever  execrable 
war — the  murder  in  cold  blood  of  so  estimable  a  member  of  the 
British  community.  And  for  what?  For  the  being  taken  in 
the  very  act  of  recovering  a  British  subject  to  his  own  proper 
nation,  he  having  in  all  truth  no  other.  It  was  not  an  enemy 
he  had  been  treating  with  to  betray  his  own  countrymen,  but 
with  a  relenting  subject  of  Britain,  to  concert  the  deliverance 
of  himself  and  country,  enslaved  to  a  tyranny  the  more  tierce 
and  bloody  for  its  being  founded  on  imposture,  treason,  rebel- 
lion, and  ingratitude,  all  sanctified  with  the  stale  pretence  of 
liberty,  coupled  with  the  nick-name  of  America.  Oh  1  shock- 
ing absurdity  !  Britain,  we  all  know,  is  in  Europe ;  but  did  ever 
Britain  pretend  to  be  Europe,  as  the  British  colonies  have  as- 
sumed to  be  America  ?  They  modestly  christen  that  part  of 
our  country  America,  and  to  heighten  the  joke,  the  French 
king  piously  stands  godfather.  Meanwhile,  such  is  the 
boasted  American  liberty,  which  this  unfortunate  officer  found 
to  his  cost  could  add  new  horrors  to  the  face  of  war,  and  that 
war,  too,  a  civil  war  ! 

"  AVo  now  bring  home  this  barbarous,  cowardly  act  more 
especially  to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  or  to  any  French 
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officer  then  in  the  camp.  None  of  them  could  have  ignorance 
to  plead  of  a  fact  that  was  not  of  a  nature  to  he  forgotten  by 
the  French  nation;  a  fact,  the  notoriety  of  which,  ought  to 
overwhelm  with  confusion  whoever  of  them  that  did  not  dis- 
dain  to  instigate,  or  but  to  approve  the  perpetration  of  so  black 
a  crime  by  a  chief  who  ought  to  have  been  particularly  ob- 
noxious to  them,  as  Frenchmen,  for  a  precedent  action  of  his; 
an  action  of  this  Defender  of  American  Liberty,  that  proves 
him  worthv  of  such  a  cause,  as  the  cause  is  indubitably  worthy 
of  such  a  defender.  Be  the  reader  the  judge  on  the  follow- 
ing  narrative,  principally  taken  from  the  preface  of  Mons. 
Thomas,  a  celebrated  French  writer,  to  an  epic  poem  founded 
on  a  fact  which  there  are,  I  presume,  many  colonists  actu- 
ally ready  to  authenticate  on  their  own  knowledge  or  well- 
grounded  belief.  But  should  I  have  been  misinformed,  I  have 
only  the  public's  pardon  to  ask,  not  Mr.  "Washington's,  as  no 
wrong  will  have  been  done  him,  since  nothing  could  now  add 
to  his  guilt. 

u  It  was  in  the  year  1753,  that  in  consequence  of  various 
disputes  about  the  limits  of  the  British  and  the  French  colonies, 
disputes  which  at  length  brought  on  a  war  between  the  tyo 
nations,  that  a  Britisli  officer  (Mr.  Washington)  had,  near  the 
Monongahela  River,  and  the  Great  Meadows,  built  a  fort  on 
ground  falsely,  perhaps,  claimed  by  the  French.  Consequent- 
ly, a  Mons.  Contrecceur,  who  commanded  a  body  of  troops 
posted  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  sent  to  Mr.  "Washington  an 
officer  of  distinction  with  a  letter,  warning  him  to  withdraw 
his  force  from  the  French  territories.  Mr.  "Washington  pre- 
tended, at  first,  to  comply  with  the  summons,  but,  in  fact,  on 
the  expectation  of  being  soon  attacked,  he  hurried  on  the 
building  of  the  fort  which  he  had  begun,  and  gave  it  the  name 
of  Fort  Necessity.  • 

"  Mons.  de  Contrecoenr,  uncertain  of  the  English  having 
withdrawn,  despatched  on  the  20th  of  May,  Mons.  de  Jumon- 
ville,  a  French  officer,  with  an  escort  of  thirty 
men,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  point,  and  if  he 
found  them  not  removed,  he  was  to  give  the  English  officer  a 
second  summons  of  the  like  import  as  the  first.    The  officer 
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proceeded  with  this  not  unnecessary  escort,  in  a  country  at  no 
time  absolutely  clear  of  savages.  At  a  small  distance  from 
the  fort,  he  was,  on  a  sudden,  surrounded  by  some  British  pro- 
vincials, who  kept  a  terrible  firing  on  him.  With  his  hand  he 
made  a  sign  to  the  otlicer,  holding  up  his  credentials,  and  de- 
sired to  be  heard.  The  firing  ceased,  they  surrounded  him  ; 
he  announced  his  mission,  or  character  of  envoy,  and  began 
reading  aloud  the  summons  of  which  he  was  the  bearer,  but 
had  scarce  got  half  way  through  it  before  he  was  shot  dead. 

"  '  Such  (says  the  French  writer)  was  the  answer  given  by 
a  nation  that  pretends  itself  a  nation  of  philosophers,  to  the 
credentials  of  an  envoy  whose  person  is  rendered  sacred  by  ' 
a  title  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries  considered  as  inviolable.' 
The  firing  then  immediately  recommenced.  The  party  that 
escorted  Jnmonville  being  surrounded,  eight  of  them  were 
killed,  and  fell  by  the  side  of  their  murdered  chief,  who  lay 
weltering  in  his  blood.  The  rest  were  forced  to  surrender 
prisoners,  one  Canadian  only  escaping  to  carry  the  horrid  news 
of  a  fact  which  scandalized  even  the  savages  themselves,  to 
whom  such  a  crime  was  a  novelty. 

"  On  this  advice,  however,  Mons.  de  Contrecomr,  surely 
not  unjustly  provoked  to  revenge  this  shocking  assassination, 
sent  a  detachment  under  the  command  of  Mons.  de  Villiers, 
brother  to  Jumonville.  This  officer,  animated  at  once  by  na- 
ture  and  by  duty  to  his  country,  had  to  revenge  the  murder 
of  a  brother,  and  the  outrage  to  his  nation.  The  indignant 
savages  served  him  for  guides.  On  the  3d  of  July  he  came 
to  the  spot  where  the  assassination  had  been  committed,  a 
spot  still  stained  with  his  brothers  blood,  and  where  the  bodies 
of  the  slaughtered  French  still  lay  unburied.  What  a  sight ! 
On  this  the  fort  was  presently  invested,  attacked,  and  reduced 
to  capitulate. 

"  The  express  orders  to  Mons.  de  Villiers  having  been  to  use 
no  further  violence  than  would  precisely  serve  to  force  the  Brit- 
ish to  evacuate  the  French  territories,  and  in  general,  for  him  to 
avoid  any  extremities  that  might  bring  on  a  rupture  between 
the  two  crowns ;  that  officer  adhered  so  punctually  to  his  in- 
structions, that  under  such  trying  provocations,  he  had  hu- 
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man ity  and  moderation  enough  to  protect  even  the  murderers 
of  his  brother  against  the  rage  of  the  6avages,  who  ardently 
Bought  to  sacrifice  them  to  his  resentment. 

"  It  is  on  these  incidents  that  Mons.  Thomas  has  built  an 
epic  poem,  under  the  title  of  Jumonville,  a  poem  in  which  Mr. 
Washington  could  not  well  be  the  hero,  on  any  other  footing 
than  that  of  the  infernal  spirit  in  Milton's  Paradise  Lost.  The 
author,  then,  without  deigning  to  name  him,  throws  the  whole 
odium  of  the  action  on  the  British  nation  itself. 

"  Here,  it  is  but  fair  to  obviate  the  candid  reader  s  justly 
presumable  objection,  that  after  all,  this  villanous  murder 
might  only  be,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Washington,  an  innocent 
mistake,  or,  at  the  worst,  a  rash  procedure.  True,  and  great 
reason  there  would  be  for  admitting  such  a  plea.  Unfortu- 
nately for  it,  our  papers,  our  magazines  of  that  time,  all  call  it, 
without  mincing  the  word,  a  murder,  which  had  it  been  only 
an  error,  would  have  been  in  them  a  gross  injustice.  Where- 
as, as  things  were,  they  had  the  clearest  authority  on  their 
side.  From  whom  ?  Even  from  Mr.  Washington  himself, 
who,  in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  expressly  signed  his  con- 
fession of  having  assassinated  (assassine,  that  was  the  term) 
Mons.  Junionville.  Will  it  here  by  any  shameless  caviller  be 
said,  that  he  was  at  the  time  under  a  compulsion  of  bodily 
fear,  to  sign  such  a  confession  ?  May  be  so.  But  here  I 
would  willingly  ask  Mr.  Washington  one  question,  and  leave 
it  to  himself  to  answer :  Does  he  believe,  that,  in  the  case  of 
being  innocent,  Major  Andre,  that  gallant  officer  whom  he 
lias  so  barbarously  murdered,  would,  in  that  situation,  have 
signed  such  a  cowardly  confession?  Alas  I  when  was  cow- 
ardice not  allied  to  cruelty  ? 

"  What  high  heroic  deeds  of  arms  this  great  founder  of 
American  Empire  has  since  produced  to  wash  out  that  stain, 
will  doubtless  adorn  the  history  of  that  glorious  epoch;  a 
history  that  will  immortalize  the  prowess  with  which  this  col- 
ony Fabius,  who  having  by  dint  of  being  beaten  by  his  friends 
the  French,  learned  the  snug  art  of  spinning  out  a  rebel  war 
against  his  own  nation,  could,  without  remorse,  imbrue  his 
hands  in  the  blood  of  his  perfectly  innocent  countryman, 


Digitized  by  Google 


«1    r  . 


925 
^nt  the 


i 


i  •. 


N      »»        ..  . 


'  loll. 


1 :  -f 


.*  :hf  .«\  •>  «>:  ' • 


Digitized  by  Google 


1781.] 


LA  FAYETTE  CRITICIZED. 


whose  object  indisputably  was  not  the  subjugation,  but  the 
deliverance  of  the  colonies  from  the  chains  of  imposture,  trea- 
son, and  tyranny,  to  recover  them  in  short  to  their  country,  to 
restore  them  with  honor  to  themselves. 

44  But  how  will  La  Fayette  acquit  himself  to  his  court,  for 
the  mean  and  infamous  instigation  of  Mr.  Washington  to  so 
base  and  inhuman  a  murder?  The  French  are  known  to  be  a 
generous  enemy  ;  whenever  the  false  views  of  their  policy  do 
not  blunt  their  natural  sensibility  to  honor,  they  feel  it  nobly 
and  judge  it  rightly.  Not  a  few  of  the  worthiest  of  that  na- 
tion have  been  astonished  at  his  most  Christian  Majesty \  having 
so  degraded  himself  as  to  accept  the  lead"  of  a  miserably  de- 
luded and  betrayed  multitude  in  our  colonies;  to  give  them, 
too,  the  appellation  of  Dear  Friends;  while  without  puking  he 
can  bear  so  much  as  the  idea  of  being  styled  their  Great  and 
Good  Ally  !  Well  may  they  say,  "En  veriti,  cent  seriaise- 
ment  seneanailkr  t 1 

44  At  the  worst,  however,  La  Fayette  may  not  impossibly 
have  to  comfort  him,  the  compliment  paid  him  in  some  ballad 
of  the  Pont  Neuf,  set  to  a  scurvy  French  tune,  of  his  having 
been  in  the  affair  the  chosen  instrument  of  Providence  to 
revenge  the  death  of  an  innocent  French  officer,  by  his  influ- 
encing his  confessed  assassin  to  the  murder  of  an  innocent  Brit- 
ish officer,  while  the  aggravating  circumstance  of  his  being  his 
own  countryman  may  be  reckoned  in  as  interest  for  such  a 
debt  of  blood.  Nor  let  it  be  disowned  that  relatively  to  Mr. 
Washington,  our  own  nation  is  not  entirely  exempt  for  blame. 
It  was  rather  not  over  delicate,  however  useful  he  might  at  the 
time  have  been  thought,  to  suffer  in  its  service  a  man  noto- 
riously under  such  a  scar,  as  that  of  his  confessed  assassination: 
What  then  less  bad,  in  general,  could  be  the  retribution  expected 
from  one  capable  of  such  a  procedure?  A  retribution  in 
which  there  has,  in  particular,  been  too  cruelly  involved,  the 
catastrophe  of  a  valuable  British  officer,  into  the  balance 
against  whose  life,  (in  his  character  of  a  loyal  subject,  had  he 
•  been  even  in  the  lowest  rank,)  to  put  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
rebel  chiefs,  or  incendiary  traitors,  would  be  an  indignity  to  . 
his  memory.    Unless,  indeed,  by  a  doctrine  new  and  unheard 
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of,  till  the  blue  code  of  Boston  produced  it,  imposture  could 
give  weight,  rebellion,  rank,  and  treason  authority.  But  oh ! 
citizens  of  the  British  empire  !  can  it  be  a  crime  to  any  of  you 
to  wUh  well  to  good  old  Britain  ?  which,  in  spite  of  foreign 
enmity  and  domestic  treason,  may  Heaven  ever  preserve, 
greats  happy,  and  free  !  A  wish  this,  to  which  all  the  col- 
onies might  well  say  Amen!  since  they  are  most  naturally  and 
most  cordially  included  in  it."' 

March  IG. — Yesterday  morning  an  engagement  was 
brought  on  near  Guilford  Court  House,  between  a  small  part  of 
r-.un-  of  the  American  regulars,  joined  by  a  very  considera- 
Gu.in.rd.  \y\Q  Docjv  Qf  militia,  and  most  of  General  Cornwal- 
l's army.1  Early  in  the  morning,  the  American  reconnoitring 
parties  reported  the  enemy  advancing  on  the  Great  Salisbury 
road.  The  army  was  drawn  up  in  three  lines :  the  front  line 
wa.:  composed  of  the  North  Carolina  militia,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Generals  Butler  and  Eaton  ;  the  second  line  of  Vir- 
ginia militia,  commanded  by  Generals  Stevens  and  Lawson, 
forming  two  brigades;  the  third  line,  consisting  of  two  bri- 
gades, one  of  Virginia,  and  one  of  Maryland  Continental  troops, 
commanded  by  General  linger  and  Colonel  Williams.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Washington,  with  the  dragoons  of  the  first  and 
third  regiments,  a  detachment  of  light  infantry,  composed  of 
Continental  troops,  and  a  regiment  of  riflemen  under  Colonel 
Lynch,  formed  a  corps  of  observation  for  the  security  of  the 
flank;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  with  his  legion,  a  detachment 
of  light  infantry  and  a  corps  of  riflemen,  under  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, formed  a  corps  of  observation  for  the  security  of  the  left 
flank. 

The  greater  part  of  the  country  is  a  wilderness,  with  a  few 
cleared  fields  interspersed  here  and  there.  The  army  was 
drawn  up  upon  a  large  hill  of  ground  surrounded  by  other 
hills,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  covered  with  timber  and 
thick  underbrush.    The  front  line  was  posted,  with  two  field- 

1  Rivington'a  Gazette,  March  14. 

•  Letter  in  the  New  Jersey  Gaiette,  April  4. 
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pieces,  just  on  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  the  hark  of  a  fence 
which  ran  parallel  with  the  line,  with  an  open  field  directly  in 
their  front.  The  second  line  was  in  the  wood**,  about  three 
hnndred  yards  in  rear  of  the  first,  and  the  Continental  troops 
about  three  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  second  with  a 
double  front,  as  the  hill  drew  to  a  point  where  they  were 
posted,  and  on  their  right  and  left  were  two  old  fields. 

In  this  position  the  Americans  waited  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  having  previously  sent  off  the  baggage  to  the  Iron 
Works,  (about  ten  miles  from  Guilford  Court  I  louse,)  appointed 
to  rendezvous  at  in  case  of  a  defeat.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee, 
with  his  legion,  his  infantry  and  part  of  his  riflemen,  met  the 
enemy,  on  their  advance,  and  had  a  very  severe  skirmish  with 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton,  in  which  the  enemy  suffered 
greatly.  Cnptain  Armstrong  charged  the  l>ritish  legion,  and 
cut  down  near  thirty  of  their  dragoons,  but  as  they  rein- 
forced their  advanced  party,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee  was 
obliged  to  retire,  and  take  his  position  in  the  line. 

The  action  commenced  by  a  cannonade,  which  lasted  about 
twenty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  advanced  in  three  columns; 
the  Hessians  on  the  right,  the  guards  in  the  centre,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel "Webster's  brigade  on  the  left.  "The  whole 
moved  through  the  old  fields  to  attack  the  North  Carolina 
brigades,  who  waited  the  attack  until  the  enemy  got  within 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  yards,  when  part  of  them  began 
to  fire;  but  a  considerable  part  left  the  ground  without  firing  at 
all.  The  generals  and  field-officers  did  all  they  could  to  in- 
duce the  men  to  stand  their  ground,  but  neither  the  advantage 
of  the  position  nor  any  other  consideration  could  induce  them 
to  stay.  Generals  Stevens  and  Lawson,  and  the  field-officers 
of  those  brigade*,  were  more  successful  in  their  exertions. 
The  Virginia  militia  gave  the  enemy  a  warm  reception,  and 
kept  up  a  heavy  fire  for  a  long  time,  but  being  beaten  back, 
the  action  became  general  almost  everywhere.  The  corps  of 
observation  under  "Washington  and  Lee  were  warmly  engaged 
and  did  great  execution.  In  a  word,  the  conflict  was  long  and 
severe,  and  the  enemy  only  gained  their  point  by  superior  dis- 
cipline. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 


928  DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION.  [1781. 

The  enemy  having  broken  the  second  Maryland  regiment, 
and  turned  our  left  flank,  and  got  into  the  roar  of  the  Virginia 
brigade,  and  appearing  to  be  gaining  our  right,  which  would 
have  encircled  the  whole  of  the  Continental  troops,  General 
Greene  thought  it  most  advisable  to  order  a  retreat.  About 
this  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Washington  made  a  charge  with 
the  horse  upon  a  part  of  the  brigade  of  guards,  and  the  first 
regiment  of  Marylanders,  commanded  by  Colonel  Gunny,  and 
seconded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Howard,  followed  the  horse 
with  their  bayonets ;  near  the  whole  of  this  party  fell  a  sacri- 
fice. General  linger  was  the  last  that  was  engaged,  and  gare 
the  enemy  a  check. 

The  Americans  retreated  in  good  order  to  the  Reedy  Fork 
River,  crossed  at  the  ford,  about  three  miles  from  the  field  of 
action,  and  there  halted,  and  drew  up  the  troops,  until  they  col- 
lected most  of  their  stragglers.  They  lost  their  artillery  and 
two  ammunition  wagons,  (the  greater  part  of  the  horses  being 
killed  before  the  retreat  began,)  it  being  impossible  to  move  the 
pieces  but  along  the  great  road.  After  collecting  their  strag- 
glers, they  retired  to  the  Iron  Works,  where  they  now  are. 

From  the  best  information,  we  learn  the  British  loss  is 
very  great,  not  less  in  killed  and  wounded  than  six  hundred 
men,  besides  6ome  few  prisoners  that  the  Americans  brought 
off.1 

1  General  Greene's  letter  to  Samuel  Fluntmgton ;  and  the  New  Jersey  Journal, 
April  11.  An  officer  in  General  Greene's  army,  in  referring  to  this  action,  says: 
M  The  enemy  were  so  beaten  that  we  should  have  disputed  the  victory  could  we 
have  saved  our  artillery,  but  the  general  thought  it  was  a  necessary  sacrifice.  The 
spirits  of  the  soldiery  would  have  been  affected  if  the  cannon  had  been  sent  off 
the  field,  and  in  this  woody  country  cannon  cannot  always  be  sent  off  in  m  critical 
moment.  , 

"The  general,  by  his  abilities  and  good  conduct,  and  by  his  activity  and 
bravery  in  the  field,  has  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  army  and 
country,  to  an  amazing  degree.  You  would,  from  the  countenances  of  our  men, 
beKcve  they  had  been  decidedly  victorious.  They  are  in  the  highest  spirits,  and 
appear  most  ardently  to  wish  to  engage  the  enemy  again.  The  enemy  are  much 
embarrassed  by  their  wounded.  • 

"  When  we  consider  the  nakedness  of  our  troops,  and  of  course  their  want  of 
discipline,  their  numbers,  and  the  loose,  irregular  manner  in  which  they  come 
into  the  field,  I  think  we  have  done  wonders.    I  rejoice  at  our  success,  and  w«rt 
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Cornwallis,  in  his  despatches  to  the  British  government,  gives 
the  following  detailed  account  of  this  battle : — "  In  pursuance 
of  my  intended  plan,  I  had  encamped  on  the  British  Account  of 

««.  l     .  i^i         -»r        •  i  i  the  IJnttl."  of 

13th  instant,  at  the  Quaker  Meeting,  between  the  outiford. 
forks  of  Deep  River.  On  the  14th  I  received  information  that 
General  Butler,  with  a  body  of  North  Carolina  militia,  and 
the  reinforcements  from  Virginia,  said  to  consist  of  a  Virginia 
State  regiment,  a  corps  of  Virginia  eighteen-month  men,  three 
thousand  Virginia  militia  and  recruits  for  the  Maryland  line, 
had  joined  General  Greene,  and  that  the  whole  army,  which 
was  reported  to  amount  to  nine  or  ten  thousand  men,  were 
marching  to  attack  the  British  troops.  During  the  afternoon 
intelligence  was  brought,  which  was  confirmed  in  the  night, 
that  he  had  advanced  that  day  to  Guilford,  about  twelve  miles 
from  our  camp.  Being  now  persuaded  that  he  had  resolved 
to  hazard  an  engagement,  (after  detaching  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hamilton  with  our  wagons  and  baggage,  escorted  by  his  own 
regiment,  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  infantry,  and  twenty 
cavalry,  towards  Bell's  Mill,  on  Deep  River,)  I  marched  with 
the  rest  of  the  corps  at  daybreak,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th, 
to  meet  the  enemy,  or  attack  them  in  their  encampment. 
About  four  miles  from  Guilford  our  advanced  guard,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton,  fell  in  with  a  corps 
of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  Lee'6  legion,  some  back  mountain 
men,  and  Virginia  militia,  which  he  attacked  with  his  usual 
good  conduct  and  spirit,  and  defeated ;  continuing  our 
march,  we  found  the  rebel  army  posted  on  rising  ground, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Court  House.  The  prisoners 
taken  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton,  having  been  several 
days  with  the  advanced  corps,  could  give  me  no  account  of  the 

our  exertions  and  sacrifices  published  to  the  world,  as  some  commanding  officers 
would  have  published  them,  we  should  have  received  more  applause  than  our 
modesty  claims. 

«'  Many  officers  have  not  a  shift  of  clothes,  and  few  have  a  second  vest  or 
breeches.  They  have  had  no  baggage  since  the  first  of  January,  and  we  have  not 
pulled  off  our  clothes  at  head-quarters  since  that  time.  We  are,  however,  l>U*ssed 
with  health  and  spirits,  and  are  happy  that  our  exertions  and  sufferings  tend  to 
repel  the  enemy,  and  put  a  period  to  the  war." — New  Jersey  Gazette,  April  11. 
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enemy's  order  or  position,  and  the  country  people  were  ex- 
tremely inaccurate  in  their  description  of  the  ground.  Imme- 
diately between  the  head  of  the  column  and  the  enemy's  line, 
was  a  considerable  plantation,  one  large  field  of  which  was  oa 
our  left  on  the  road,  and  two  others,  with  a  wood  of  about 
two  hundred  yards  broad  between  them,  on  our  right  of  it ; 
beyond  these  fields,  the  road  continued  for  several  miles  to  our 
right.  The  wood  beyond  the  plantation  in  our  front,  in  the 
skirt  of  which  the  enemy's  first  line  was  formed,  was  about  a 
mile  in  depth,  the  road  then  leading  into  an  extensive  space 
of  cleared  ground  about  Guilford  Court  Ilouse.  The  woods 
on  our  right  and  left  were  reported  to  be  impracticable  for 
cannon  ;  but,  as  that  on  our  right  appeared  to  be  most  open,  1 
resolved  to  attack  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy,  and  whilst  my 
disposition  was  making  for  that  purpose,  I  ordered  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McLeod  to  bring  forward  the  guns,  and  cannonade 
their  centre.  The  attack  was  directed  to  be  made  in  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

"  On  the  right,  the  regiment  of  Bose,  and  the  71st  regi- 
ment, led  by  Major-General  Leslie,  and  supported  by  the  1st 
battalion  of  guards  ;  on  their  left  the  23d  and  33d  regiments, 
led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Webster,  and  supported  by  the 
grenadiers  and  2d  battalion  of  guards,  commanded  by  Briga- 
dier-General O'Hara ;  the  Yagers  and  light  infantry  of  the 
guards  remained  in  the  wood,  on  the  left  of  the  guns,  and  the 
cavalry  in  the  road,  ready  to  act  as  circumstances  might  re- 
quire. Our  preparations  being  made,  the  action  began  about 
half-past  one  in  the  afternoon.  Major-General  Leslie,  after 
being  obliged  by  the  great  extent  of  the  enemy's  line,  to  bring 
up  the  1st  battalion  of  guards  to  the  right  of  the  regiment  of 
Bose,  soon  defeated  every  thing  before  him.  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Webster  having  joined  the  left  of  Major-General  Leslies 
division,  was  no  less  successful  in  his  front,  when,  on  finding 
that  the  left  of  the  33d  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
right  wing  of  the  enemy,  he  changed  his  front  to  the  left,  and 
being  supported  by  the  Yagers  and  light  infantry  of  the  guards, 
attacked  and  routed  it;  the  grenadiers  and  2d  battalion  of 
guards  moving  forward  to  occupy  the  ground  left  vacant  by 
the  movement  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Webster. 
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"  All  the  infantry  being  now  in  the  line,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tarleton  had  directions  to  keep  his  cavalry  compact,  and  not 
to  charge  without  positive  orders,  except  to  protect  any  of  the 
corps  from  the  most  evident  danger  of  being  defeated.  The 
excessive  thickness  of  the  woods  rendered  our  bayonets  of  little 
use,  and  enabled  the  broken  enemy  to  make  frequent  stands 
with  an  irregular  fire,  which  occasioned  some  loss,  and  to 
eeveral  of  the  corps  great  delay  ;  particularly  on  our  right, 
where  the  first  battalion  of  guards  and  regiment  of  Bose  were 
warmly  engaged  in  front,  flank,  and  rear,  with  some  of  the 
enemy  that  had  been  routed  on  the  first  attack,  and  with  part 
of  the  extremity  of  the  left  wing,  which  by  the  closeness  of  the 
woods  had  been  passed  unbroken.  The  71st  regiment  and 
grenadiers,  and  2d  battalion  of  guards,  not  knowing  what  was 
passing  on  their  right,  and  hearing  the  fire  advance  on  their 
left,  continued  to  move  forward,  the  artillery  keeping  pace 
with  them  on  the  road,  followed  by  the  cavalry.  The  2d 
battalion  of  the  guards  first  gained  the  clear  ground,  near 
Guilford  Court  House,  and  found  a  corps  of  Continental  in- 
fantry, much  superior  in  number,  formed  in  the  open  field  on 
the  left  of  the  road.  Glowing  with  impatience  to  signalize 
themselves,  they  instantly  attacked  and  defeated  them,  taking 
two  six-pounders,  but  pursuing  into  the  wood  with  too  much 
ardor,  were  thrown  into  confusion  by  a  heavy  fire,  and  imme- 
diately charged  and  driven  back  into  the  field,  by  Colonel 
Washington's  dragoons,  with  the  loss  of  the  six-pounders  they 
had  taken."  The  enemy's  cavalry  was  soon  repulsed  by  a  well- 
directed  fire  from  two  three-pounders  just  brought  up  by 
Lieutenant  McLeod,  and  by  the  appearance  of  the  grenadiers 
of  the  guards,  and  of  the  71st  regiment,  which,  having  been 
impeded  by  some  deep  ravines,  were  now  coming  out  of  the 
wood  on  the  right  of  the  guards,  opposite  to  the  Court  House. 
By  the  spirited  exertions  of  Brigadier-General  O'llara,  though 
wounded,  the  2d  battalion  of  guards  was  soon  rallied,  and, 
supported  by  the  grenadiers,  returned  to  the  charge  with  the 
greatest  alacrity.  The  23d  regiment  arriving  at  that  instant 
from  our  left,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton  having  ad- 
vanced with  part  of  the  cavalry,  the  enemy  were  soon  put  to 
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flight,  and  the  two  six-pounders  once  more  fell  into  our  hands ; 
two  ammunition  wagons,  and  two  other  6ix-pounders,  being 
all  the  artillery  they  had  in  the  field,  were  likewise  taken. 
About  this  time  the  33d  regiment  and  light  infantry  of  the 
guards,  after  overcoming  many  difficulties,  completely  routed 
the  corps  which  was  opposed  to  them,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
action  in  this  quarter.  The  23d  and  71st  regiments,  with  part 
of  the  cavalry,  were  ordered  to  pursue ;  the  remainder  of  the 
cavalry  was  detached  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton  to 
our  right,  where  a  heavy  fire  still  continued,  and  where  his  ap- 
pearance and  spirited  attack  contributed  much  to  a  speedy  ter- 
mination of  the  action.  The  militia,  with  which  our  right 
had  been  engaged,  dispersed  in  the  woods ;  the  Continentals 
went  off  by  the  Reedy  Fork,  beyond  which  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  follow  them,  as  their  cavalry  had  suffered  but  little. 
Our  troops  were  excessively  fatigued  by  an  action  which  lasted 
an  hour  and  a  half;  and  our  numerous  wounded,  dispersed 
over  an  extensive  space  of  country,  required  immediate  atten- 
tion. The  care  of  our  wounded,  and  the  total  want  of  provi- 
sions in  an  exhausted  country,  made  it  equally  impossible  for 
me  to  follow  the  blow  next  day.  The  enemy  did  not  stop  until 
they  got  to  their  iron  works  on  Troublesome  Creek,  eighteen 
miles  from  the  field  of  battle. 

"  From  our  own  observation,  and  the  best  accounts  we 
could  procure,  we  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  strength  of  the 
enemy  exceeded  seven  thousand  men  ;  their  militia  composed 
their  line,  with  parties  advanced  to  the  rails  of  the  field  in  their 
front ;  the  Continentals  were  posted  obliquely  in  the  rear  of 
their  right  wing.  Their  cannon  fired  on  us,  whilst  we  were 
forming,  from  the  centre  of  the  line  of  militia,  but  were  with- 
drawn to  the  Continentals  before  the  attack. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  your  lordship  the  list  of  our 
killed  and  wounded.  Captain  Schutz's  wound  is  supposed  to 
be  mortal,  but  the  surgeons  assure  me  that  none  of  the  officers 
are  in  danger,  and  that  a  great  number  of  the  men  will  soon 
recover.  I  cannot  ascertain  the  loss  of  the  enemv,  but  it  must 
have  been  considerable  ;  between  two  and  three  hundred  dead 
were  left  upon  the  field  ;  many  of  their  wounded  that  were  able 
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to  move,  while  we  were  employed  in  the  care  of  our  own, 
escaped  and  followed  the  routed  enemy  ;  and  our  cattle  drivers 
and  foraging  parties  have  reported  to  me,  that  the  houses  in  a 
circle  of  six  or  eight  miles  round  us  are  full  of  others ; 
those  that  remained  we  have  taken  the  best  care  of  in  our 
power.  We  took  few  prisoners,  owing  to  the  excessive  thick- 
ness of  the  woods  facilitating  their  escape,  and  every  man  of 
our  army  being  repeatedly  wanted  for  action. 

"  The  conduct  and  actions  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  that 
composed  this  little  army,  will  do  more  justice  to  their  merit 
than  I  can  by  words.  Their  persevering  intrepidity  in  action, 
their  invincible  patience  in  the  hardships  and  fatigues  of  a 
march  of  about  six  hundred  miles,  in  which  they  have  forded 
several  large  rivers  and  numberless  creeks,  many  of  which 
would  be  reckoned  large  rivers  in  any  other  country  in  the 
world,  without  tents  or  covering  against  the  climate,  and  often 
without  provisions,  will  sufficiently  manifest  their  ardent  zeal 
for  the  honor  and  interests  of  their  sovereign  and  their  country. 

"I  have  been  particularly  indebted  to  Major-General 
Leslie,  for  his  gallantry  and  exertion  in  the  action,  as  well  as 
his  assistance  in  every  other  part  of  the  service.  The  zeal  and 
spirit  of  Brigadier-General  O'Hara  merit  my  highest  com- 
mendations, for,  after  receiving  two  dangerous  wounds,  he  con- 
tinued in  the  field  whilst  the  action  lasted  ;  by  his  earnest  at- 
tention on  all  other  occasions,  seconded  by  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  brigade,  his  Majesty's  guards  are  no  less  distin- 
guished by  their  order  and  discipline,  than  by  their  spirit  and 
valor. 

"The  Ilessian  regiment  of  Bose  deserves  my  warmest 
praise  for  its  discipline,  alacrity,  and  courage,  and  does  honor 
to  Major  Du  Buy,  who  commands  it,  and  who  is  an  officer 
of  superior  merit. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  Brigadier-General  Howard,  who 
served  as  volunteer,  for  his  spirited  example  on  all  occasions. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Webster  conducted  his  brigade  like  an 
officer  of  experience  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarle- 
ton's  good  spirit  and  conduct  in  the  management  of  his  caval- 
ry, was  conspicuous  during  the  whole  action  ;  and  Lieutenant 
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McLeod,  who  commanded  the  artillery,  proved  himself  npon 
this  as  well  as  all  former  occasions,  a  most  capable  and  deserv- 
ing officer.  The  attention  of  my  aide-de-camp,  and  of  all  the 
other  public  officers  of  the  army,  contributed  very  much  to  the 
success  of  the  day. 

"  I  have  constantly  received  the  most  zealous  assistance 
from  Governor  Martin,  during  my  command  in  the  southern 
district.  Hoping  that  his  presence  would  tend  to  excite  the 
loyal  subjects  to  take  an  active  part  with  us,  he  has  cheer- 
fully submitted  to  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  our  campaign ; 
but  his  delicate  constitution  has  suffered  by  his  public  spirit, 
for,  by  the  advice  of  the  physicians,  he  is  now  obliged  to  re 
turn  to  England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

"  This  part  of  the  country  is  so  totally  destitute  of  subsist- 
ence, that  forage  is  not  nearer  than  nine  miles,  and  the  soldiers 
have  been  two  days  without  bread  ;  I  shall  therefore  leave 
about  seventy  of  the  worst  of  the  wounded  cases  at  the  New 
Garden  Quarter  Meeting  House,  with  proper  assistance,  and 
move  the  remainder  with  the  army  to-morrow  morning,  to  Bell's 
Mill.  I  hope  our  friends  will  heartily  take  an  active  part  with 
us,  to  which  I  shall  continue  to  encourage  them,  still  approach- 
ing our  shipping  by  easy  marches,  that  we  may  procure  the 
necessary  supplies  for  further  operations,  and  lodge  our  sick 
and  wounded  where  proper  attention  can  be  paid  to  them." 1 

March  27.— On  the  evening  of  the  rejoicing  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  after  the  battle  at  Guilford  Court  House,  two 
sailors  walking  in  the  streets,  and  observing  the 
brilliant  illuminations,  one  says  to  the  other: 
"  Jack,  what  the  d — 1  are  so  many  candles  lighted  for  ?  "  Jack 
replies :  "  You  are  a  pretty  fellow,  indeed,  not  to  know  the 
cause.  Why,  they  are  lighted  to  keep  us  and  all  the  people  in 
the  dark."1" 

March  28. — Chevalier  d'Astotjohes,  with  the  French  fleet, 
lately  returned  to  Rhode  Island  from  an  unsuccessful  encoun- 

1  London  Gazette,  June  6,  and  Rirington'a  Gazette,  August  11. 
1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  June  16. 
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ter  with  the  British  squadron  in  the  Chesapeake.  The  subjoin- 
ed relation  of  his  recent  operations,  is  given  by  a  writer  at 
Newport : —  "  The  mile  of  wind  on  the  21st  of  Jan-  The  French  and 

r.  °  ...  British  FI.eU 

nary,  having  consequences  which  put  some  equal-  m^totr  virgini*. 
ity  in  the  naval  forces  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  North 
America,  the  Chevalier  d'Astouches  took  advantage  of  the  cir- 
cumstance to  stop  the  depredations  and  plunders  of  the  Brit- 
ish on  the  coast  of  Virginia.  For  that  purpose  he  sent  with 
the  greatest  speed  a  sixty-four  gun  ship  and  two  frigates,  un- 
der the  orders  of  Mons.  de  Tilly,  captain  of  the  navy.  His 
orders  were  to  go  to  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  to  endeavor  to  de- 
stroy the  little  British  fleet  there,  and  the  frigates  which  pro- 
tected it.  The  enemy  having  taken  the  precaution  to  put  their 
vessels  out  of  danger  in  the  small  river  of  Elizabeth,  Mons. 
Tilly  could  not  completely  carry  out  the  object  of  his  mission  ; 
his  expedition,  however,  was  not  fruitless ;  he  took  or  destroyed 
ten  ships,  and  carried  into  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  the  Romu- 
lus, of  forty -four  guns,  which  he  had  taken  at  the  entrance  of 
the  bay. 

"The  success  of  this  undertaking,  and  the  great  desire  of 
Mons.  d'Astouches  to  give  an  efficacious  succor  to  the  State  of 
Virginia,  made  him  take  the  resolution  to  renew  the  attempt 
with  greater  force.  He  fitted  out  his  squadron,  armed  the 
Romulus,  and  to  insure  as  much  as  it  was  possible  the  success 
of  the  expedition,  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  sent  on  board  his 
men-of-war  and  the  Fantasquc,  a  detachment  of  his  army, 
under  the  orders  of  the  Baron  de  Viomenil. 

"  On  the  8th  of  March,  in  the  evening,  the  fleet  got  under 
way  ;  the  contrary  winds  drove  it  the  following  days  to  the 
south-east ;  however,  they  took  the  advantage  of  the  variety  of 
the  winds,  approached  the  coast,  and  on  the  14th,  in  the  morn- 
ing, discovered  Cape  Charles,  in  Chesapeake  Bay.  The  south 
winds  which  blew  very  hard,  did  not  allow  them  to  rise  in  the 
wind  so  as  to  go  into  Cape  Henry ;  on  the  contrary,  they  were 
driven  northward,  and  tacked  about  two  whole  days.  On  the 
16th,  at  daybreak,  the  wind  still  continuing  to  blow  from  the 
same  quarter,  but  with  less  force,  and  the  weather  foggy,  the 
fleet  having  their  larboard  tacks  on,  a  frigate  was  discovered 
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two  gunshots  to  windward ;  the  admiral  made  signals  for 
chasing,  but  a  short  time  after,  many  large  ships  appearing 
through  the  fog,  he  did  not  in  the  least  doubt  but  the  British 
had  got  intelligence,  by  some  enemy  to  America,  of  his  going 
out,  and  that  the  west  and  north-west  winds  having  made  them 
run  more  rapidly,  they  had  arrived  almost  as  soon  as  the 
French  fleet  on  the  coast  of  Virginia.  In  consequence  of  that 
reflection,  he  called  back  the  chase,  and  the  wind  shifting  to 
the  north-east  in  the  same  instant,  he  made  signal  to  form  the 
line,  with  the  larboard  tacks  on.  The  British  fleet  were  then 
two  leagues  off  to  the  southward,  steering  the  same  course. 
At  nine  o'clock  the  French  fleet  wore  round  ahead  bv  the 
counter  inarch,  and  in  half  an  hour  after,  the  British  did 
the  same.  At  half-past  ten  the  admiral,  seeing  that  the 
wind  increased,  and  that  he  was  approaching  the  shallows 
on  the  north  coast  of  Virginia,  made  signals  to  take  the 
larboard  tacks  on  board,  and  to  wear  round  before  the  wind 
by  the  counter  march. 

"  The  Chevalier  d'Astouches  was  conscious  that  not  having 
got  into  the  Chesapeake  before  the  British,  his  expedition 
could  not  take  place ;  he  knew  it  was  impossible  to  land  his 
troops,  even  from  the  men-of-war,  under  the  tire  of  a  superior 
fleet ;  his  only  care  was  for  the  glory  of  the  arms  of  his  king, 
without  endangering  his  fleet. 

"  The  British  taking  advantage  of  their  superiority  in  sail- 
ing and  force,  continued  to  rise  in  the  wind,  crowding  a  great 
deal  of  sail,  having  their  starboard  tacks  aboard.  At  noon 
they  were  in  the  French  fleet's  wake  ;  a  little  before  one,  their 
van  approached  within  half  a  league  of  the  rear  of  the  French 
line,  and  they  seemed  to  have  a  mind  to  attack  to  the  leeward. 
Till  then  the  Chevalier  d'Astouches  had  worked  his  ships  so 
as  neither  to  avoid  nor  seek  the  engagement,  because  he  was 
sure  that  even  the  happiest  issue  of  it  would  hinder  him  from 
fulfilling  his  principal  object;  but  the  honor  of  the  king's  arms, 
which  he  must  sustain  before  America,  would  not  let  him  give 
room  to  the  British  to  boast  that  they  had  pursued  him,  even 
with  a  superior  force,  and  he  took  the  resolution  of  attacking 
by  falling  on  their  van,  wearing  round  by  a  counter  inarch, 
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and  lighting  them  on  opposite  tacks  to  leeward,  that  his 
ships  might  with  facility  make  use  of  their  lower  deck  guns. 

"  At  one  o'clock,  the  headmost  ship  of  the  French  line  was 
within  gunshot  of  the  British,  and  a  few  minutes  after  the 
engagement  began.  The  van  of  the  British  fell  to  leeward, 
and  the  van  of  the  French  fleet  did  the  same,  to  keep  up  with 
the  enemy,  so  that  those  two  parts  of  the  fleet  fought  for  some 
time,  running  before  the  wind.  A  little  before  two  o'clock, 
the  admiral  seeing  that  the  manoeuvre  of  the  British  van  did 
not  allow  it  to  run  more  to  leeward,  made  his  fleet  haul  in  the 
wind,  with  larboard  tacks  aboard  by  a  successive  motion, 
which  made  his  whole  line  file  off"  upon  the  van  of  the  enemy. 
This  manoeuvre  had  a  complete  success ;  their  foremost  ship 
had  scarce  received  the  fire  of  the  fifth  French  ship,  when  she 
fell  to  leeward,  took  the  wind  on  his  starboard  side,  and  left 
the  line,  accompanied  by  a  frigate  which  came  to  her  relief ; 
however,  the  rear  of  the  British  fleet  had  kept  to  windward, 
and  was  near  enough  to  fight  the  French  rear  while  it  was 
making  a  motion  to  get  in  the  wake  of  the  head  of  the  line. 
This  attack  of  the  enemy's  van  did  very  little  damage  to  the 
ships  that  sustained  it.  The  Conquerant,  however,  suffered  a 
great  deal,  because,  after  having  fought  with  the  British  van, 
she  sustained  all  the  fire  of  the  centre.  She  especially  fought 
with  a  three-decker,  the  loss  of  whose  maintopsail  yard,  and  of 
a  great  part  of  her  rigging,  compensated  the  damage  done  the 
Conquerant. 

"  A  quarter  before  three,  the  fire  having  ceased  on  both 
sides,  and  the  French  fleet  being  ahead  and  to  leeward  of  the 
British,  the  admiral  made  signal  to  form  promiscuously  the 
line,  larboard  tacks  aboard.  In  a  short  time  this  was  done, 
and  the  fleet  ran  under  small  6ail  in  expectation  that  the 
enemy  would  attack  a  second  time.  The  admiral  then  pro- 
posed to  wear  round  them,  and  fall  upon  their  van,  but  they 
had  been  so  ill-used  in  the  first  encounter,  that  they  did  not 
think  it  prudent  to  expose  themselves  to  a  second,  and  during 
the  rest  of  the  day  they  kept  to  windward  and  astern,  without 
taking  advantage  of  their  superiority  in  sailing,  to  renew  the 
fight. 
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"  In  the  beginning  of  the  night  the  British  fleet  fell  to  lee- 
ward, and  the  French  fleet  continued  to  run  to  the  south-east 
with  very  little  sail,  and  all  its  lights  hung  out.  The  next  day 
the  British  were  not  to  be  seen,  and  the  Chevalier  d' Astouches, 
though  the  advantage  was  on  his  side,  was  obliged  to  renounce 
his  hopes  of  succoring  Virginia.  Consequently  he  steered 
towards  Newport,  to  repair  his  ships  that  had  been  damaged, 
and  to  put  them  in  a  condition  of  undertaking  new  operation*. 

"  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  intrepid  firmness 
shown  by  the  captains,  officers,  crews,  and  troops ;  their  cour- 
age has  Inade  a  compensation  for  the  number  and  superior 
strength  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  the  expedition  would  have 
been  successful  had  it  been  depending  on  the  superiority  of 
courage.  The  loss  of  the  fleet  amounts  to  eighty  men  killed, 
or  dead  of  their  wounds,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  wound- 
ed. Among  the  first  are  sincerely  lamented,  M.  dc  Cheffon- 
taine,  captain  of  the  navy,  and  Mons.  de  Kergu,  ensign." 1 

April  5. — On  Saturday  last,  (March  31st,)  a  party  from  his 
most  gracious  Majesty's  ships  the  Monk,  and  Hope,  off  Anna- 
Atuckon  polis,  Maryland,  proceeded  up  West  River,  with 
steward » iiouae.  an  intention  of  destroying,  with  their  accustomed 
savage  cruelty,  the  property  of  Mr.  Stephen  Steward.  They 
arrived  at  a  kind  of  peninsula  called  Chalk  Point,  about  a 
mile  from  Mr.  Steward's.  It  appears ,  from  the  route  they 
took,  they  were  conducted  by  a  negro  of  Mr.  Steward's,  who 
lately  ventured  to  try  their  generosity,  and  escaped  from  liis 
master.  On  Chalk  Point  was  a  cannon  of  six  pounds,  and 
six  men,  who,  conceiving  the  enemy's  approach  must  be  in 
front,  (unless  they  knew  the  situation  of  the  cannon,)  were  un- 
fortunately alarmed  too  late  to  make  use  of  their  cannon,  for 
at  their  first  discovery  they  were  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
shore,  and  considerably  in  the  rear  of  the  guards.  On  being 
challenged,  they  answered :  "  Friends  to  Congress  from  Anna- 
polis ;  "  when  they  were  fired  on  by  two  only  of  the  guard,  some 
of  their  pieces  missing  fire,  the  others,  frightened  at  their  num- 
bers, immediately  ran  off.    They  returned  the  fire  furiously 

1  Newport  Mercury,  March  81 ;  and  Rivington's  Gazette,  April  18. 
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with  swivels  and  small  arms,  and  unfortunately  for  those  whose 
inclination  was  to  harass  them,  those  who  ran  off  had  with 
them  all  the  ammunition.  No  farther  resistance  being  made, 
(for  indeed  it  was  now  impracticable,)  they  advanced  by  land 
to  Mr.  Steward's,  where  the  whole  force  that  could  be  mustered, 
on  whom  there  could  be  any  dependence,  was  six  or  seven. 
It  was  determined  to  retreat  to  Captain  Harrison's,  where  they 
were  next  expected,  and  there  make  what  resistance  they  could 
with  the  assistance  of  such  neighbors  as  might  join  them  ;  but 
their  vengeance  was  satiated  for  that  time. 

When  they  had  so  gloriously  completed  the  destruction  of 
every  thing  valuable  to  Mr.  Steward  on  that  place,  how  did 
they  exult !  how  glowed  the  generous  bosom  of  the  Briton  at 
a  sight  so  glorious  !  how  did  the  conscious  blush,  which  suffuses 
each  feature  of  the  hero,  brighten  their  looks !  how  beat  the 
gallant  heart  when  they  beheld  the  flames  which  British  hero- 
ism alone  could  kindle,  ascend  and  consume  all  before  them ! 
A  ship  of  twenty  guns,  that  in  a  few  days  would  have  been 
launched,  the  dwelling-house  with  most  of  the  furniture,  two 
or  three  store-houses,  &c,  filled  with  articles  of  every  kind  for 
conducting  the  business  of  building  ships,  as  well  as  for  pri- 
vate purposes,  provisions,  tools,  timber,  every  thing  was  lost. 
The  houses,  though  not  elegant,  were,  for  the  purpose  they 
were  intended,  equal  to  the  most  superb  ;  the  hospitable  door 
was  ever  open  to  the  honest,  and  guests  of  every  degree  were 
welcome  as  their  merits  entitled  them ;  and  the  very  savages 
who  effected  this  horrid  affair,  a  few  hours  before  might  have 
been  fed  had  they  been  hungry.  The  loss  is  not  yet  to  be  esti- 
mated ;  every  hour  they  discover  their  loss  greater.  Some 
papers  and  books  were  consumed. 

This  brave  band,  at  length  satisfied  with  their  mighty  feat, 
their  vengeance  glutted,  retired  in  good  order,  and  made  good 
a  retreat,  to  their  immortal  honor,  although  opposed  by  such 
numbers.  Their  malice  seemed  to  be  levelled  alone  at  Mr. 
Steward,  they  having  passed  through  Mr.  Harrison's  house 
without  injuring  it,  and  in  their  way  up  and  returning  they 
passed  several  others  without  molesting  them.  There  were 
cannon  at  the  shipyard,  but  they  were  too  well  informed  of 
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its  direction  to  march  that  way.  Say,  ye  deluded  few,  whom 
idle  fear,  prejudice,  or  treachery  actuate;  ye  warm  advocates 
for  a  union  with  Britain,  can  idle  fancy  picture  the  idea? 
No,  even  folly  laughs  at  it ;  insanity  derides  it.  Oh  !  George, 
which  of  the  heroes  from  the  long  line  of  kings  that  have 
graced  the  British  throne,  can  compare  with  thee?  Brave, 
generous,  just,  humane,  time  can  never  produce  any  thing  to 
emulate  thy  worth.1 

April  20. — Day  before  yesterday,  Captains  Hubbel  and 
Ives,  with  the  assistance  of  other  spirited  loyalists,  manned 
iiubbci'M  Descent  e^n*  whale  boats,  and  left  Lloyd's  Neck,  with  an 
on  Connecticut  intention  to  make  descents  on  the  coasts  of  Con- 
necticut. At  sunsetting  they  discovered  a  schooner  at  a  mile's 
distance,  on  which  they  immediately  gave  chase,  but  the  weather 
being  hazy,  and  the  schooner  favored  with  a  strong  southerly 
wind,  got  into  Newfield  harbor,  notwithstanding  every  exertion 
to  prevent  it;  she  was  pursued  6o  close  to  the  shore,  that 
several  long  shots  passed  between  Captain  Hubbel's  party  and 
some  rebel  militia  who  came  down  to  protect  the  schooner. 

Captain  Hubbel  then  rowed  to  the  eastward,  determined 
to  attack  the  fort  near  New  Haven ;  and  so  well  was  the  plan 
conducted,  that  they  landed  in  the  night  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  fort,  and  proceeded  in  such  perfect  silence,  that 
they  gained  the  centre  of  the  parade,  secured  the  sentry,  and 
surrounded  the  barracks  before  the  rebels  knew  of  their  approach. 
After  forcing  the  door  and  entering  the  barracks,  one  of  the 
rebels  discharged  his  musket,  and  thereupon  was  instantly 
killed.  The  rest  of  the  party,  eleven  in  number,  surrendered 
prisoners.  Captain  Hubbel  then  ordered  the  platforms  to  be 
burnt,  cut  down  the  flag-staff,  and  effectually  destroyed  two 
French  (double  fortified)  nine-pounders,  set  fire  to  the  barracks, 
and  to  every  thing  that  would  burn.  The  rebel  colors,  with 
the  prisoners  and  eighteen  stand  of  militia  arms,  were  brought 
off,  and  the  party  returned  to  Lloyd's  Neck  without  sustaining 
any  loss.* 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  April  18. 

'  The  prisoners  were  carried  into  New  York. — Gaitu't  Mercury,  April  80. 
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April  25. — Yesterday  morning  the  American  forces  under 
General  Greene,  encamped  on  Ilobkirk's  Hill,  about  a  mile 
from  Camden,  (S.  C.,)  where  they  remained  on-  B(Ulle  mt  Hobklrk., 
molested  until  this  forenoon,  at  which  time  Lord  ,illL 
Rawdon,1  who  has  been  in  possession  of  Camden  for  some  time 
past,  attacked  them  unexpectedly,  and  after  a  furious  tight, 
compelled  them  to  retire  from  the  tield,  leaving  a  large  number 
of  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  action  Colonel  Washington,*  with  more  address  than 
usual,  captured  a  party  of  the  British,  but  was  obliged  to  re- 
linquish a  great  portion  of  them  on  the  retreat.  Much  dissatis- 
faction is  expressed  by  the  general  with  the  conduct  of  the 
officers,  but  we  (the  soldiers)  are  loaded  with  honor.* 

1  Rawdon,  Hastings,  Francis,  Marquis  of  Hastings,  Earl  of  Rawdon,  &c,  the 
son  of  John,  Baron  Rawdon,  and  Earl  of  Moira,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  was 
born  December  7,  1764.  He  was  educated  at  Oxford,  and  entered  the  army  in 
1771,  as  an  ensign  in  the  fifteenth  regiment  of  foot.  Having  been  promoted  to  a 
lieutenancy,  he  embarked  for  America  in  1775,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill.  After  serving  in  other  engagements,  he  was,  in  1778,  nominated 
Adjutant-General  of  the  British  army  in  America,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel.  At  a  later  period  he  commanded  a  distinct  corps  in  South  Carolina.  At 
the  battle  of  Camden,  August  16,  178",  he  commanded  one  wing  of  the  army 
under  Lord  Cornwallis.  The  surrender  of  that  general  and  the  decline  of  the 
British  power  in  America,  closed  his  active  career.  On  his  return  to  England  he 
was  created  a  peer  with  the  title  of  Baron  Kawdon,  and  held  various  offices,  both 
civil  and  military.    He  died  on  the  28th  of  November,  1825. 

"  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Augustine  Washington. 

•  "  The  fortune  of  the  day,"  says  Gordon,  "  was  irretrievable,  but  Greene,  with 
his  usual  firmness,  instantly  took  measures  to  prevent  Rawdon's  improving  the 
success  he  had  obtained.  The  retreat  was  conducted  with  such  order  and  delibera- 
tion, that  most  of  the  American  wounded,  all  their  artillery,  and  all  their  baggage, 
were  safely  carried  off,  together  with  six  royal  commissioned  officers,  beside 
Washington's  prisoners.  The  action  was  continued  with  intervals,  till  about  four 
in  the  afternoon,  and  till  the  Americans  had  retreated  about  four  miles,  when  a  de- 
tachment of  the  infantry  and  cavalry,  under  Washington,  were  ordered  to  advanco 
and  annoy  the  British.  The  York  Volunteers,  a  handsome  corps  of  horse,  being 
a  little  advanced  of  the  British  infantry,  Washington  with  great  intrepidity  in- 
stantly charged  them,  killed  a  number  and  dispersed  the  rest.  The  British  army, 
without  attempting  any  thing  further,  retired  to  Camden,  and  Greene  encamped 
the  Americans  about  five  miles  from  their  former  position.  The  field  of  battle 
was  occupied  only  by  the  dead.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  was  two  hundred  and  sixty-four.  Among  the  first  was  Captain  Beatty 
of  the  Maryland  line,  one  of  tho  best  of  officers,  and  an  ornament  to  his  profession. 
Many  of  the  missing  returned." 
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April  28. — "  Cassius,"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  to- 
day, makes  the  following  strictures  upon  the  present  state  of 
affairs  in  America : — 

Si  nolis  sanus,  curves  hydropicu*. 
Friends  and  Countrymen  : — We  are  now  entered  into  the 
sixth  year  of  the  war,  and  yet  experience  has  not  furnished  us 
strati.™  on    with  wisdom.    Our  officers  and  soldiers  have  in- 

thc  ini  rtn.'Mofthe  .  . 

American*,     deed  acquired  a  considerable  degree  oi  military 
knowledge ;  but  every  department  of  government,  in  every 
State  of  the  Union,  seems  rather  to  have  lost  a  part  of  what 
they  possessed  at  the  beginning  of  the  contest,  than  to  have 
added  to  the  original  stock.    When  Sir  William  Howe  landed 
on  this  continent  with  about  thirty  thousand  veteran  soldiers 
in  1776,  though  you  had  nothing  but  inexperienced  and  un- 
disciplined troops  to  oppose  to  them,  no  despoudency  was  to  be 
seen.    At  the  beginning  you  were  beaten,  which  was  expected 
by  everybody  who  had  any  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the 
world."    The  perseverance,  however,  and  exertions  of  Congress, 
and  of  the  different  States,  prevented  the  enemy  from  reaping 
the  advantages  which  they  expected  from  their  success.  Their 
objects  were  conquest  and  subjugation,  and  they  were  disap- 
pointed.   The  capture  of  the  Hessians  at  Trenton,  and  the  en- 
gagement at  Princeton,  which  immediately  followed  that 
event,  reflected  the  highest  honor  on  your  general  and  Ae 
troops  under  his  command,  and  gave  the  first  favorable  turn 
to  your  affairs ;  and  the  courage  and  conduct  of  your  anny 
at  Saratoga  impressed  all  Europe  with  a  high  opinion  of 
your  military  character.    The  virtuous  cause  in  which  Ameri- 
ca was  engaged,  the  wisdom  of  her  councils,  and  the  bravery 
of  her  troops,  were  everywhere  the  subjects  of  conversation. 
Your  friends  were  delighted,  and  the  various  publications 
which  appeared  in  England,  together  with  the  debates  of  the 
English  Parliament,  proved  that  your  enemies  could  not  with- 
hold their  admiration,  at  the  same  time  that  they  were  con- 
founded and  astonished. 

In  the  hour  of  their  insolence  the  throne  of  England  ha«i 
been  in  vain  besieged  by  your  supplications.  Offers  were  now 
made  on  their  part  and  rejected,  infinitely  more  favorable  to 
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America  than  had  ever  been  proposed  by  her.  These  offers 
came  too  late.  Yonr  Representatives  in  Congress  had  resolved 
to  break  the  political  bands  which  had  connected  you  with 
England,  and  to  assume  among  the  powers  of  the  earth  the 
separate  and  equal  station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of 
nature's  God  entitled  you  ;  and  for  the  support  of  that  dec- 
laration had  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred 
honor. 

Other  insuperable  objections  presented  themselves  against 
the  acceptance  of  the  offers  of  Great  Britain.  The  most  solemn 
engagements  had  been  entered  into  by  treaty  with  the  king  of 
France,  that  neither  of  the  contracting  parties  should  conclude 
either  truce  or  peace  with  her,  without  the  formal  consent  of 
the  other ;  and  they  had  mutually  agreed  not  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  until  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  which 
is  declared  to  be  the  essential  and  direct  end  of  the  alliance, 
should  be  secured.  The  two  contracting  parties  likewise  en- 
gaged "to  make  all  the  efforts  in  their  power  against  their 
common  enemy,  in  order  to  attain  the  end  proposed." 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  touch  upon  the  cabals  and  party 
disputes  with  which  this  country  has  been  distracted,  both  in 
and  out  of  Congress,  and  which  have  retarded  our  exertions.  I 
pass  over  them  with  silence  and  with  sorrow.  They  are  to  be 
lamented  by  us  all ;  and  it  is  the  interest  of  all  that  they  should 
be  buried  in  eternal  oblivion.  I  am  induced  to  trouble  you 
with  this  address,  to  remind  yon  that  the  stipulations  which 
have  just  been  mentioned  are  mutual.  That  you  are  as  solemn- 
ly engaged  to  France,  as  she  is  to  you,  to  make  all  the  effort* 
in  Jhe  power  of  each  of  you,  against  the  common  enemy,  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 

AND  THAT  YOU  HAVE  NOT  FULFILLED  YOUR  ENGAGEMENTS.  With 

respect  to  the  army,  Congress  appear  to  have  done  every  thing 
in  their  power.  They  are  not  vested  with  legislative  authority, 
but  whenever  their  requisitions  are  made  for  the  public  good, 
they  ought  punctually  to  be  complied  with.  They  called  in 
proper  time  upon  the  different  States,  for  a  certain  number  of 
men,  to  be  furnished  by  each  of  them,  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  abilities,  for  the  completion  of  the  federal  army. 
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The  time  for  opening  the  campaign  draws  very  near,  and  this 
necessary  requisition  of  Congress  has  not  yet  been  fully  com- 
plied with.  The  reinforcement  mentioned  by  the  Count  De 
Rochambeau  will  probably  arrive  during  the  course  of  next 
summer. 

That  general  officer  informed  the  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island,  that  the  corps  which  he  now  commands,  is  only  the 
avant-garde  of  a  greater  force  expected  from  France.  It  is 
certain  that  the  avant-garde  has  preceded  the  main  body  an 
unusual  length  of  time ;  unforeseen  circumstances  may  have 
occasioned  this.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  but  the  latter  will 
come ;  and  when  they  do,  it  will  be  as  uncommon  a  spectacle 
as  it  will  be  disgraceful  to  us,  to  see  a  body  of  auxiliaries  sent 
from  the  distance  of  three  thousand  miles,  exceeding  in  num- 
ber the  national  troops  of  the  country  they  are  sent  to  assist. 

If  you  are  determined  not  to  make  those  exertions  which 
are  necessary  for  establishing  your  independence,  it  is  an 
act  of  cruelty  to  suffer  the  war  to  be  continued  any  longer. 
In  that  case  you  should  instruct  your  representatives  in  Con- 
gress to  send  a  deputation  immediately  to  the  Court  of  France, 
to  inform  them  of  your  intentions.  They  should  be  told,  that 
the  solemn  assurances  which  you  gave  some  time  ago,  to  pros- 
ecute the  war  with  all  possible  vigor,  even  to  the  sacrifice  of 
your  lives  and  fortunes,  for  the  accomplishment  of  your  inde- 
pendence, were  words  without  any  meaning,  and  that  you  are 
sorry  you  ever  made  use  of  them.  That  it  is  true  the  English 
have  used  you  very  ill,  that  they  have  destroyed  a  great  num- 
ber of  your  bravest  and  most  valuable  citizens,  have  burnt 
your  towns,  and  let  loose  the  savages  of  the  wilderness  to  mur- 
der your  women  and  children,  and  have  committed  many- 
other  acts  of  the  most  atrocious  nature ;  that,  however,  your 
hearts  are  very  tender,  and  disposed  to  forget  and  forgive ;  and 
that  therefore  you  beg  to  be  absolved  from  your  engagements 
with  the  Court  of  France,  that  you  may  sue  for,  and  receive 
the  pardon  and  protection  from  the  king  of  England,  which 
he  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  offer  to  those  who  truly  re- 
pent. 

Dishonorable  and  criminal  as  this  proceeding  may  appear, 
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it  certainly  would  be  less  so  than  the  conduct  of  several  of  the 
legislatures  of  this  continent.  These  legislatures  are  of  your 
own  creation,  and  receive  their  political  existence  from  the 
breath  of  your  nostrils.  It  behooves  you,  therefore,  to  enter 
into  an  immediate  examination  of  their  conduct,  and  to  instruct 
them  on  those  points  wherein  they  may  be  found  to  have  been 
negligent  or  deficient.1 

April  30 — The  last  and  most  authentic  advices  from 
Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  are,  that  the  greatest  discon- 
tents have  for  some  time  past  prevailed  among  DlM.ontent  among 
the  foreign  mercenaries  employed  in  the  garrison  tho  1Iessl»M- 
of  that  place;  jealousies  haviirg  arisen  from  their  treatment  by 
the  British  commandant,  and  from  other  (said  to  be  national) 
causes ;  insomuch  that  several  soldiers  of  the  two  nations  have, 
in  the  course  of  their  disagreements,  wounded  each  other,  and 
the  Hessian  officers  frequently  pass  the  British  in  the  streets, 
without  taking  the  least  notice  of  them  ;  and  a  German  officer 
of  distinction  has  for  some  time  been  confined,  for  the  freedom 
with  which  he  expressed  himself  concerning  the  present  war, 
as  his  sentiments  were  most  favorable  to  the  Americans;  that 
several  of  them  have  been  heard  to  say  privately,  that  in  case 
of  an  attack  on  the  town  by  any  part  of  the  American  army, 
they  were  determined,  not  only  to  withhold  their  assistance 
in  its  defence,  but  to  submit,  or  aid  as  much  as  in  their  power, 
in  its  conquest,  and  that  they  did  not  design  to  leave  this 
country  in  case  of  a  peace,  but  settle  in  it ;  that  the  Tory  in- 
habitants, who  were  embodied  and  armed  for  the  defence  of 
the  town,  as  militia,  were  strongly  suspected  by  the  British 
commandant  as  encouraging  the  Hessians  in  these  sentiments, 
and  of  consequence  were  disarmed,  which  had  exceedingly 
chagrined  them.  That,  in  addition  to  the  causes  already  men- 
tioned, there  is  another  which  has  not  a  little  contributed  to 
these  murmurings,  which  is  the  glaring  partiality  of  quarter- 
ing the  troops ;  the  foreigners  being  put  into  the  smallest  and 
most  uncomfortable  houses,  while  the  British  are  placed  in 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  May  28. 
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the  best  and  most  elegant  in  the  town.  Consequences  Tery 
alarming  are  said  to  be  expected  from  these  dissensions  by  onr 
enemies  in  that  quarter;  and  we  may  reasonably  conclude, 
that  it  must  considerably  weaken  their  force  in  the  garrison, 
which  consisted  of  about  eight  hundred  Hessians  and  three 
hundred  British,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Balfour,  com- 
mandant of  the  town.1 


Last  week,  the  Senatus  Academicus  of  Yale  College,  at 
New  Haven,  in  Connecticut,  conferred  the  Doctorate  of  Laws 
upon  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and  also  upon  the 
Reverend  Doctor  Price,  of  London.* 

Last  "Wednesday  night  a  party  of  Indians,  consisting  of 
twenty-five,  with  two  Tory  pilots,  crossed  the  river  Delaware 
Indians  »t     opposite  Minisink,  the  principal  settlement  of 
Miniaink.  country.'    At  daybreak  they  proceeded  to 

the  house  of  Thomas  Brink,  whom  they  made  prisoner,  with  his 
two  little  sons,  then  plundered  and  destroyed  everyr  thing  of 
any  value  in  the  house.  From  thence  thev  went  to  the  widow 
Brink's,  distant  about  one  hundred  yards,  robbed  her  of  every 
valuable  thing  in  the  house,  and  destroyed  all  her  provisions; 
then  marched  to  a  house  near  by,  where  lived  two  young  men 
by  the  names  of  Westbrook  and  Job.  They  entered  the  house 
while  the  family  were  asleep ;  the  men  waked  in  a  surprise, 
sprung  out  of  bed,  and  made  all  the  resistance  possible,  but 
being  greatly  overpowered  by  numbers,  fell  a  sacrifice  to  sav- 
age Indians  and  Tories,  and  experienced  that  torture  in  death, 
which  nothing  but  British  and  savage  cruelty  could  invent. 
At  this  house  they  made  Job's  wife,  and  a  girl  about  thirteen 
years  old,  prisoners.  They  next  proceeded  to  Captain  Shimcr's, 
where  they  made  three  of  his  negroes  prisoners ;  six  rushed 
into  a  room  next  to  where  Captain  Shimer  lay,  while  the  rest 
surrounded  the  house.  An  old  negro  woman  ran  to  her  mas- 
ter's bedside,  and  cried  out,  "  The  Indians  are  all  around  the 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  May  5.  1  New  Daren  Journal,  May  8. 

'  See  note  August  26. 
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house,  and  the  next  room  is  full  of  them."  Upon  which  in- 
formation he  left  his  bed  in  a  moment,  seized  his  rifle,  ran  to 
the  front  door  of  the  room,  opened  it,  and  saw  about  ten  In- 
dians before  the  piazza,  when  he  presented  his  piece  briskly 
from  one  to  another,  which  induced  the  whole  to  run  to  the 
rear  of  the  house  ;  he  then,  by  the  same  stratagem,  drove  the 
whole  out  of  his  house.  In  the  mean  time,  two  of  his  negroes 
got  clear,  whom  he  fixed  at  the  two  front  doors  of  the  house, 
each  with  an  axe,  with  orders  to  defend  them  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, then  ran  up  to  the  second  story,  and  began  to  fire 
out  of  the  windows,  when  he  soon  got  the  assistance  of  a 
man  who  lay  in  one  of  the  upper  bed-rooms  ;  they  continued 
a  brisk  fire  for  near  an  hour,  running  from  window  to  win- 
dow, and  making  all  the  parade  possible.  The  Indians  con- 
tinued a  sharp  fire  upon  the  house  during  the  whole  time, 
but  such  was  the  unparalleled  bravery  and  good  conduct  of 
Captain  Shimer,  that  they  despaired  of  effecting  their  cursed 
design,  and  began  to  retreat  with  their  prisoners  and  plunder. 
At  this  moment  Captain  Shimer  got  a  reinforcement  of  four 
good  marksmen,  when  he  put  on  his  breeches  and  shoes,  (hav- 
ing fought  all  the  morning  in  his  shirt,)  and  pursued  them  to 
the  river,  near  a  mile  from  his  house,  where  he  found  that 
about  one-half  had  crossed.  He  continued  his  pursuit  with  a 
brisk  fire  after  the  others,  crying  out :  "  Rush  on,  my  brave 
boys  ;  we'll  surround  them  !  "  which  so  terrified  the  cowardly 
murderers,  though  double  in  number,  that  they  ran  into  a 
swamp,  leaving  behind  them  their  plunder,  Mrs.  Job,  her  little 
girl,  and  a  negro  man  belonging  to  Captain  Shimer.  They 
took  Mr.  Brink  and  his  two  boys  over  with  the  first  party. 
Captain  Shimer,  going  into  a  back  bedroom  to  discharge  his 
piece,  providentially  prevented  his  two  daughters,  one  a  young 
woman,  the  other  Captain  Bonnel's  wife  with  a  child  in  her 
arms,  from  jumping  out  of  the  window,  as  they  were  just  lift- 
ing up  the  sash  for  that  purpose,  which  was  at  least  eighteen 
feet  from  the  ground.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  we  cannot  ascer- 
tain. During  the  action  they  were  seen  to  carry  off  one  on  a 
board,  and  several  were  carried  away  from  the  Pennsylvania 
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shore ;  there  was  likewise  a  considerable  quantity  of  blood  seen 
where  they  passed.1  . 

May  1. — WnEN  rebel  writers  write,  and  rebel  printers 
print,  all  good  rebels  must  believe.     AValsingham's  inquiry 

Th„  PePr*ci.tion  into  the  cau8es  of  tlie  depreciation  of  the  paper 
or  p«per  Monej.  moncv  Qf  tjie  United  States,  is  an  honest  display, 

to  say  the  least,  and  will  effect  a  change  in  the  sentiments  of 
those  who  have  been  the  real  supporters  of  the  Cougres 
measures.'  That  writer  says  : — "  The  Continental  money  was 
issued  in  1775,  at  a  time  when  America  was  without  trade, 
without  allies,  and  above  all,  without  any  system  of  govern- 
ment. At  no  period  of  the  present  revolution  were  the  malice 
and  arts  of  dissaffection  employed  with  more  industry  to  pre- 
vent the  circulation  of  this  money,  than  for  the  first  year  after 
its  emission  ;  and  yet,  under  all  these  complicated  disadvan- 
tages, it  passed  near  a  twelvemonth  upon  a  par  with  gold  and 
silver  ;  nor  did  it  suffer  the  least  depreciation,  until  it  felt  the 
operation  of  that  cause  which  would  have  depreciated  the  gold 
of  Ophir  ;  I  mean  an  excess  in  its  quantity.  Here,  then,  we 
have  fixed  the  first  canse  of  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
money  of  the  United  States.  This  cause  affected  its  value 
only,  but  had  no  effect  upon  its  credit.  The  lower  it  depre- 
ciated, until  it  fell  to  four  to  one,  the  more  extensively  and 
freely  it  circulated,  insomuch  that  many  of  the  most  acknowl- 
edged Tories  sold  gold  for  it  at  the  above  exchange,  and  put  it 
into  the  funds,  or  locked  it  up  in  their  chests. 

"  The  second  cause  which  produced  a  depreciation  in  oar 
money,  must  be  sought  for  in  those  acts  of  government  which 
affected  its  credit.    These  were  : 

"  1.  The  resolve  of  Congress  for  calling  (he  emissions  of 
May  1777  and  1778  out  of  circulation.  This  was  the  first 
shock  the  money  received.    Hundreds  suffered  by  it,  and  al- 

1  New  Jersey  Journal,  May  16.  Rivington,  in  republishing  this  account  in  hii 
paper  of  May  28,  Bays,  41 A  Retrospect  of  the  murders  and  devastation*  of  tb« 
rebel  commanders,  (Mr.  Sullivan  in  particular  in  his  last  campaign  against  the  I* 
dians,)  will  be  considered  fully  to  justify  these  descent*.** 

•  MS.  letter  from  Edward  Bagot,  May  20.—  Win*lo*. 
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though  its  quantity  was  diminished  by  it,  yet  it  fell  in  a  few 
weeks  from  four  to  ten,  and  in  a  few  months  to  twenty  to  one. 

"  2.  The  laws  for  making  the  Continental  money  a  legal 
tender  for  old  debts.  This  made  it  the  interest  of  every  man 
who  had  debts  or  even  taxes  to  pay,  to  depreciate  the  money. 
It  moreover  excited  the  disgust  and  opposition  of  everybody 
who  had  been  injured  by  it. 

"  3.  Laws  for  regulating  the  prices  of  goods.  These,  from 
the  instability  of  the  paper  currency,  were  unjust  and  incapa- 
ble of  execution,  and  hence  specie  or  barter  were  introduced 
in  many  places  in  the  room  of  paper  money.  This  affected  the 
money  in  two  ways.  By  diminishing  the  number  of  people 
among  whom  it  circulated,  it  sunk  its  value,  and  the  authority  of 
the  laws  which  compelled  its  circulation  at  a  given  rate,  for 
articles  at  all  times  fluctuating  in  their  prices,  necessarily 
struck  at  its  credit. 

"  4.  The  embargo  upon  provisions.  This  depreciated  the 
money  in  two  ways :  First,  it  lessened  the  objects  of  money, 
particularly  among  the  farmers ;  and  secondly,  it  obliged  our 
merchants  to  purchase  specie  often  at  a  high  exchange  to  send 
abroad,  which  exchange  afterwards  stamped  a  similar  value 
upon  every  article  of  life. 

"  5.  The  resolve  of  the  eighteenth  of  March,  1780,/w  re- 
deeming the  money  at  forty  for  one.  This  resolve,  from  being 
compared  with  the  tenor  of  every  bill,  and  above  all,  from 
being  compared  with  the  circular  letter  which  preceded  it  only 
a  few  months,  destroyed  all  faith  in  the  promises  and  declara- 
tions of  government.  I  should  as  soon  think  of  trusting  a  man 
with  a  cargo  of  goods  who  had  ruined  my  family  by  bankrupt- 
cy, as  think  of  giving  a  credit  to  a  new  emission  of  money, 
from  a  body  of  men  who  had  acted  so  contrary  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  sound  policy. 

"  6.  The  neglect  of  Congress  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
moneys  borrowed  since  March.  Tins,  like  number  five,  helped 
to  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  promises  of  Con- 
gress. 

"7.  The  payment  of  public  debts  in  depreciated  money. 
This,  like  numbers  five  and  six,  has  destroyed  the  faith  of  in- 
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dividuals  in  our  governments.  The  scale  of  depreciation  lately 
adopted  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  settlement  of 
old  debts,  is  both  impolitic  and  unjust.  The  first  payment  of 
the  money  due,  for  depreciation,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  is  obviously  calculated  to  promote  resig- 
nations and  mutiny. 

"  8.  The  laics  for  investing  executive  bodies  with  a  power 
to  alter  the  exchange  of  money.  The  edict  of  the  council  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  the  second  of  May,  was  the  death-blow  of 
paper  currency  of  all  kinds.  As  Mark  Antony  says  of  the 
wound  inflicted  by  Brutus  upon  the  body  of  Caesar,  *  it  was 
the  most  unkindly  stab  of  all.' 

"  Thus  have  I  enumerated  the  principal  causes  and  circum- 
stances which  have  reduced  and  nearly  ruined  the  paper 
money  of  the  United  States.  I  think  it  is  evident,  from  what 
has  been  said,  that  the  arts  of  the  Tories,  sharpers,  speculators, 
and  money-changers,  so  often  mentioned  by  weak  politicians, 
have  had  no  more  to  do  in  depreciating  it  than  the  patriotism 
of  the  Whigs,  or  the  exertions  of  officers. of  government  have 
been  effectual  in  raising  its  value  or  restoring  its  credit.  It  is 
high  time  to  seek  for  the  causes  of  our  misfortunes,  in  other 
sources  than  the  disaffection  of  a  few  tame  animals,  who  are 
peaceably  submitting  to  our  governments,  and  contributing 
their  share  of  industry  in  agriculture,  arts,  and  commerce, 
towards  establishing  our  independence.  This  country  groans 
at  present  only  beneath  the  folly  of  weak,  ambitious,  and  in- 
terested Whigs,  from  whom  we  have  more  to  fear  than  all  the 
Tories  on  the  continent,  or  even  from  the  power  of  Britain. 

"  It  becomes  rulers  to  learn,  from  the  catastrophe  of  our 
continental  currency,  that  money  is  upon  a  footing  with  com- 
merce and  religion.  They  all  three  refuse  to  be  the  subjects 
of  law.  It  becomes  the  rulers  of  freemen  to  learn  further,  that 
money  is  property,  and  that  the  least  attempt  to  lessen  its 
value  in  our  pockets  or  chests,  is  taxing  us  without  our  con- 
sent It  is  the  highest  act  of  tyranny.  We  have  tried  every 
art  and  device  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  paper  money,  except 
one.    We  have  never  yet  tried  the  effects  of  being  honest. 

"  I  shall  conclude  by  proposing  two  plans  for  the  emission 
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of  paper  money,  which  no  arts  of  Tories  or  Whigs  will  be 
able  to  depreciate : 

"  L  Institute  a  bank  where  specie  may  be  lodged  in  safety ; 
let  bills  be  issued,  signed  by  the  Financier-General,  subject  to 
be  exchanged  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder,  for  specie  at  this 
bank.  One  million  of  Spanish  dollars,  under  the  management 
of  a  gentleman  of  established  credit  and  ample  fortune,  would 
serve  as  a  fund  for  ten  millions  of  paper  dollars.  Or, 

"  2.  Let  our  government  emit  money,  and  let  a  tax  be  im- 
posed at  the  same  time  to  the  exact  amounts  of  the  emission 
to  be  paid  in  three,  six,  nine,  or  twelve  months  in  specie,  or 
the  said  bills  only.  This  will  necessarily  bring  the  paper 
money  into  universal  circulation,  and  preserve  its  equality  to 
gold  and  silver. 

"  It  has  been  said,  that  the  war  may  be  carried  on  by  taxes 
and  loans  in  specie.  Perhaps  this  may  be  necessary  until  we 
forget  the  frauds  and  deceptions  of  our  paper  currency. 
It  is  certain  there  is  more  specie  in  the  country  than  there  was 
ten  years  ago.  But  while  contracts  for  specie  may  be  can- 
celled with  paper,  (but  little  more  valuable  than  oak  leaves,)  it 
will  be  difficult  to  draw  it  from  the  coffers  of  those  who  hold 
it  in  the  largest  quantity. 

"  The  Americans  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  the  fortitude 
with  which  they  have  borne  the  sacking  of  their  towns,  and 
the  desolation  of  their  country,  from  the  hands  of  the  British 
army.  But  let  Europe  and  posterity  admire  them  chiefly  for 
the  patience  with  which  they  have  borne  the  more  complicated 
evils  and  losses  of  tender  laws,  regulations  of  trade  and  ex- 
change, and  a  depreciating  paper  currency.  In  spite  of  them 
all,  I  hope  my  countrymen  will  part  with  their  republican 
forms  of  government  and  their  independence  only  with  their 
livc8.,,  1 

May  7. — The  Congress  is  finally  bankrupt !  Last  Saturday 
a  large  body  of  the  inhabitants  with  paper  dollars  in  their 
hats  by  way  of  cockades,  paraded  the  streets  of  Philadelphia, 

1  Pennsylvania  Journal,  May  16. 
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carrying  colore  flying,  with  a  dog  tarred,  and  instead  of  the 
usual  appendage  and  ornament  of  feathers,  his  back  was 
conffreM  covered  with  the  Congress'  paper  dollars.  This 
Bankrupt.  example  of  disaffection,  immediately  under  the 
eyes  of  the  rulers  of  the  revolted  provinces,  in  solemn  session 
at  the  State  House  assembled,  was  directly  followed  by  the 
jailer,  who  refused  accepting  the  bills  in  purchase  of  a  glass 
of  rum,  and  afterwards  by  the  traders  of  the  city,  who  shut  up 
their  shops,  declining  to  sell  any  more  goods  but  for  gold  or 
silver.  It  was  declared  also  by  the  popular  voice,  that  if  the 
opposition  to  Great  Britain  was  not  in  future  carried  on  by 
solid  money  instead  of  paper  bills,  all  further  resistance  to  the 
mother  country  were  vain,  and  must  be  given  up.1 

May  1 2. — Lord  Rawdon  having  on  the  7th  instant  been 
reinforced  by  the  corp6  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Watson, 
Lord  R»w.i»n  and  marched  out  with  the  hope  of  bringing  General 
oenermi  Greene.  Greene  to  action  ;  but  that  wary  officer,  rendered 
still  more  so  by  the  event  of  the  25th  of  April,'  chose  to  remain 
in  a  strong  position,  behind  Swanscy  Creek,  from  which  no 
efforts  of  his  lordship  could  draw  him  ;  he  rather  preferring  to 
see  his  enemy  manoeuvre  in  his  front,  with  all  the  confidence 
of  a  victorious  army,  than  contest  a  point,  of  which  former  ex- 
perience must  have  rendered  him  so  very  cautious.  Lord 
Rawdon,  therefore,  finding  it  impossible  to  draw  on  an  action, 
but  on  terms  highly  disadvantageous,  and  by  assailing  a  posi- 
tion which  gave  the  rebels  their  only  security,  returned  to 
Camden,  having  convinced  General  Greene  how  futile  were 
his  ideas  of  blockading  that  place,  when  obliged  himself  to 
seek  shelter  in  the  recesses  of  the  country,  and  even  there  to 
suffer  that  blockaded  garrison  to  taunt  him  with  daily  defiance. 

Tims  finding  all  efforts  to  engage  General  Greene  in  a  fair 
field  were  ineffectual,  Lord  Rawdon  removed  with  the  king's 
troops  from  Camden,  induced  thereto  by  the  approaching 


1  Rivington'a  Gazette,  May  12.  "The  aboYe,"  says  Rivington,  "ii  the  roort 
accurate  account  of  the  annihilation  of  the  Congressional  currency  that  we  have 
yet  been  able  to  obtain." 

•  See  April  25th,  ante. 
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son,  when  that  part  of  the  country  proves  destructive  to  the 
soldiery.1 

May  14 — Yesterday,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
Colonel  Delancey,  with  about  one  hundred  cavalry  and  two 
hundred  foot,  inarched  from  Morrisania,  in  New  skirmuh  near 

___  ,  ,  .  .  _  »«      •  Croton  River, 

York,  and  penetrated  about  thirty-tliree  miles  into  n«w  York, 
the  country,  distant  one  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Croton  River, 
which  they  crossed  with  great  difficulty,  from  its  being  then 
unusually  deep  ;  the  cavalry  were  obliged  to  carry  the  foot  on 
horseback,  and  many  of  them  were  forced  to  swim.  Directly 
after  crossing  the  river,  Captain  Kipp,  of  the  horse,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Totten,  of  the  rangers,  with  the  troops  under  their  com- 
mand, attacked  the  rebel  Colonel  Greene,9  with  a  number  of 
Continental  troops ;  the  colonel  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
Major  Flagg,  with  twelve  privates,  were  killed.  The  doctor, 
with  twelve  or  thirteen  men,  were  taken  prisoners.  At  the 
same  time,  Captain  Knapp,  of  the  horse,  with  a  detachment 
under  his  command,  attacked  the  house  of  the  widow  Griffin, 
about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  above,  where  he  took  one 
ensign  and  twenty  privates,  and  killed  eight  men. 

On  their  return,  Captain  Kipp  took  five  militiamen,  and 
killed  three,  without  the  loss  of  a  man.    Lieutenant  Totten 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  July  12.  The  evacuation  of  Camden  animated  the 
friends  of  Congress,  and  daily  increased  their  numbers ;  while  the  British  posts 
fell  in  quick  succession.  The  day  after  the  evacuation,  the  garrison  of  Orange- 
burgh,  consisting  of  seventy  British  militia  and  twelve  regulars,  surrendered  to 
Sumpter.  .Marion  and  Lee,  after  the  capture  of  Fort  Watson,  crossed  the  Santee 
and  moved  up  to  Fort  Motte,  which  lies  above  the  fort,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Congaree,  where  they  arrived  on  the  8th  of  May.  The  British  had  built  their 
works  round  Mrs.  Motte's  dwelling-house,  which  occasioned  her  moving  to  a 
neighboring  hut.  She  was  informed  that  firing  the  house  was  the  easiest  mode  of 
reducing  tho  garrison ;  upon  that  she  presented  the  besiegers  with  a  quiver  of 
African  arrows,  to  be  employed  in  the  service.  Skewers  armed  with  combustible 
materials  were  also  used,  and  with  more  effect.  Success  soon  crowned  these  ex- 
periments, and  her  joy  was  inexpressible  upon  finding  that  the  reduction  of  the 
post  had  been  expedited,  though  at  the  expense  of  her  property.  The  firing  of 
her  house  compelled  the  garrison,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  men,  to  surrender 
at  discretion  on  the  12th,  after  a  brave  defence. — Gordon,  iv.  89. 

'  Colonel  Christopher  Greene,  of  Rhode  Island,  who  defended  Red  Bank,  on 
the  DelAwarv,  in  1777. 
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was  slightly  wounded  in  the  side.  The  above  service  was  com- 
pletely effected  in  twenty-four  hours.  After  the  rebels  had,  on 
a  summons,  consented  to  surrender,  they  fired  out  of  the  win- 
dows of  a  house  into  which  they  had  retreated,  thereby  pro- 
voking the  conquerors  to  storm  it.1 

May  17. — America  has  not  only  produced  great  military 
characters,  but  exhibited  many  striking  instances  of  humanity 
ffat»e.HaUaad  and  generosity  in  the  present  war.  Among  the 
Andre-  latter  we  may  place  the  treatment  given  to  Major 
Andre,  a  British  spy,  who  came  within  our  works  with  a  de- 
sign to  ruin  our  country.  Justice  was  indeed  executed,  and 
Andre  died.  But  justice  was  executed  with  humanity,  and 
every  alleviation  afforded  him  that  the  public  safety  would  al- 
low. The  generous  Americans  seemed  to  forget  the  nature  of 
his  attempt,  in  the  regard  they  paid  to  his  accomplishments  as 
a  man  and  as  a  soldier.  And  he  was  supported  in  his  last 
scene,  by  seeing  respect  and  compassion  towards  him  in  every 


1  Game's  Mercury,  May  21.  The  number  killed  in  this  affair  was  twenty-two; 
two  were  wounded  and  thirty-six  taken  prisoners.  Thacher,  in  his  journal,  gives 
the  following  account  of  this  action  :  —  A  party  of  Continental  troops, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Christopher  Greene,  of  Rhode  Island,  being  stationed  on 
our  lines  near  Croton  River,  were  surprised  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  about  sun- 
rise on  the  18th  instant.  They  first  attacked  Colonel  Greene's  and  Major  Flagg's 
quarters,  and  killed  the  major  while  in  bed.  The  colonel  being  badly  wounded 
in  the  house,  was  caaried  into  the  woods  and  barbarously  murdered.  Two  sub- 
alterns and  twenty-seven  privates  were  also  killed,  and  a  lieutenant  and  surgeon, 
with  about  twenty  men,  taken  prisoners.  This  melancholy  event  is  most  deeply 
regretted ;  Colonel  Greene  bravely  distinguished  himself  in  defence  of  Fort  Mer- 
cer, at  Red  Bank,  in  October  1777,  and  has  ever  been  considered  as  a  valiant  and 
vigilant  officer.  He  had  taken  post  in  a  situation  to  guard  a  certain  fording  place 
at  Croton  River,  and  had  practised  the  greatest  vigilance  in  the  night-time,  calling 
off  bis  guards  at  sunrise,  on  the  idea  that  the  enemy  would  not  presume  to  cross 
in  the  daytime ;  but  the  enemy  having  learnt  his  mode  of  performing  duty, 
effected  their  purpose  by  crossing  the  ford  immediately  after  the  guard  had  been 
withdrawn,  and  the  surprise  was  so  complete  that  no  practicable  defence  could 
avail  them.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  an  enemy  may  be  justified  in  availing 
himself  of  every  opportunity  of  gaining  an  advantage  over  his  antagonist,  or  that 
in  some  instances  slaughter  is  unavoidable ;  but  a  wanton  and  unnecessary 
sacrifice  of  life  is  on  all  occasions  to  be  deprecated  as  a  disgraceful  violation  of 
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countenance  and  in  every  action  of  those  into  whose  hands  he 
had  fallen.    But  while  we  pay  the  debt  of  humanity  to  our 
enemies,  let  us  not  forget  what  we  owe  to  our  friends.  About 
four  years  ago,  Captain  Hale,  an  American  officer,  of  a  liberal 
education,  younger  than  Andre,  and  equal  to  him  in  sense,  for- 
titude, and  every  manly  accomplishment,  though  without 
opportunities  of  being  so  highly  polished,  voluntarily  went 
into  the  city  of  New  York,  with  a  view  to  serve  his  invaded 
country.    He  performed  his  part  there  with  great  capacity 
and  address,  but  was  accidentally  discovered.    In  this  trying 
position   he  exhibited   all  the  firmness  of  Andre,  without 
the  aid  of  a  single  countenance  around  him  that  spoke  either 
respect  or  compassion,  and  though  every  thing  that  was  6aid 
or  done  to  him  was  adapted  to  make  him  feel  that  he  was  con- 
sidered as  a  traitor  and  a  rebel.    Andre  appeared  great  in  not 
contesting  the  clear  grounds  upon  which  he  was  condemned, 
and  in  refusing  to  employ  the  absurd  and  frivolous  pleas  that 
Clinton  would  have  put  into  his  mouth.    Hale,  though  not  at 
all  disconcerted,  made  no  plea  for  himself,  and  firmly  rejected 
the  advantageous  offers  made  him  by  the  enemy,  upon  condi- 
tion of  his  entering  into  their  service.    Andre  earnestly  wished 
the  mode  of  his  death  might  have  been  more  like  that  of  a 
soldier  ;  but  consoled  himself  by  observing,  that*  in  either  way 
it  would  be  "  but  a  moment's  pang."    Hale,  calm  and  col- 
lected, took  no  notice  of  either  of  those  circumstances.  Andre, 
as  he  was  going  to  die,  with  great  presence  of  mind,  and  the 
most  engaging  air,  bowed  to  all  around  him,  and  returned  the 
respect  that  had  been  and  was  still  paid  to  him,  saying: 
"  Gentlemen,  you  will  bear  witness  that  I  die  with  the  firmness 
becoming  a  6oldier."    Hale  had  received  no  such  respects,  and 
had  none  to  return,  but  just  before  he  expired,  said  aloud  :  "  I 
am  so  satisfied  with  the  cause  in  which  I  have  engaged,  that 
my  only  regret  is,  that  I  have  not  more  lives  than  one  to  offer 
in  its  service." 

Let  justice  be  done  to  the  character  both  of  the  Briton  and 
American,  and  to  the  behavior  of  their  respective  nations  upon 
this  and  similar  occasions.1 

1  Boston  Independent  Chronicle,  May  17. 
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Mat  20. — A  writer  in  the  British  army  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  in  London,  6ays : — 

Affai™ in  "The  retrograde  progress  of  our  arms  in  this 
Chariton,  s.  c.  C01intrVj  you  have  seen  in  your  newspapers,  if 
they  dare  tell  you  the  truth.  This  precious  commodity  is  not 
to  be  had  in  the  government  paper  which  is  printed  here,  for 
a  fell  licenser  hangs  over  the  press,  and  will  suffer  nothing  to 
pass  hut  what  is  palatable ;  that  is,  in  plain  terms,  what  is  false. 
Our  victories  have  been  dearly  bought,  for  the  rebels  seem  to 
grow  stronger  by  every  defeat,  like  Antseus,  of  whom  it  was 
fabled,  that  being  the  son  of  the  goddess  Tellus,  or  the  earth, 
every  fall  which  he  received  from  Hercules  gave  him  more 
strength,  so  that  the  hero  was  forced  to  strangle  him  in  his 
arms  at  last.  I  wish  our  ministry  could  send  us  a  Hercules  to 
conquer  these  obstinate  Americans,  whose  aversion  to  the  cause 
of  Britain  grows  stronger  every  day. 

"  If  you  go  into  company  with  any  of  them  occasionally, 
they  are  barely  civil,  and  that  is,  as  Jack  Falstaff  says,  by 
compulsion.  They  are  in  general  6iillen,  silent,  and  thought- 
ful. The  king's  health  they  dare  not  refuse,  but  they  drink  it 
in  such  a  manner  as  if  they  expected  it  would  choke  them. 

"  The  assemblies  which  the  officers  have  opened,  in  hopes  to 
give  an  air  of  gayety  and  cheerfulness  to  themselves  and  the 
inhabitants,  are  but  dull  and  gloomy  meetings ; 

Patriotic  Women.  7  °  J  .°  ' 

the  men  play  at  cards,  indeed,  to  avoid  talking, 
but  the  women  are  seldom  or  never  to  be  persuaded  to  dance. 
Even  in  their  dresses  the  females  seem  to  bid  us  defiance ;  the 
gay  toys  which  are  imported  here  they  despise ;  they  wear 
their  own  homespun  manufactures,  and  take  care  to  have  in 
their  breasts  knots,  and  even  on  their  shoes  something  that 
resembles  their  flag  of  the  thirteen  stripes.  An  officer  told 
Lord  Cornwallis  not  long  ago,  that  he  believed  if  he  had  de- 
stroyed all  the  men  in  North  America,  we  should  have  enough 
to  do  to  conquer  the  women.  I  am  heartily  tired  of  this  coun- 
try, and  wish  myself  at  home."  1 


1  Penngylrania  Packet,  December  11. 
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May  24.— This  day,  the  redoubtable  Rawdon'  and  his  not 
to  be  trusted  squire  Balfour,'  now  in  very  uncomfortable  quar- 
ters at  Monk's  Corner,  have  issued  a  character-  ^  Rmwdon.a 
istic  proclamation,  in  which  they  say  : — "  Al-  I>rocl»n>*tion- 
though  attention  to  the  general  security  of  the  province  has 
obliged  his  Majesty's  troops,  for  the  present,  to  relinquish  some 
of  the  upper  parts  of  it,  we  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  us 
to  exhort  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  those  districts  to  stand  firm 
in  their  duty  and  principles;  or  to  caution  them  against  the 
insidious  artifices  of  an  enemy,  who  must  shortly  abandon  to 
their  fate  those  unfortunate  people  whom  they  have  deluded 
into  revolt. 

"  But  being  well  informed  that  many  persons  sincerely  at- 
tached to  his  Majesty's  cause,  have,  notwithstanding,  been 
forced  to  join  the  enemy,  as  the  only  means  of  preserving 
themselves  and  their  families  from  the  savage  crueltv  of  the 
rebel  militia,  until  escape  should  be  practicable,  we  desire 
all  such  to  be  confident,  that  they  run  no  risk  of  suffering  from 
us,  through  indiscriminate  vengeance ;  reminding  them,  that 
the  British  government  never  extends  its  hands  to  blood,  with- 
out the  most  convincing  proofs  of  intentional  guilt. 

"  And  we  advise  all  persons  in  the  above  predicament  (as 
likewise  those  who,  from  the  oppressions  of  the  enemy,  have 
been  obliged  to  quit  their  possessions)  to  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  coming  in  with  their  amis,  to  any  post  or  detach- 
ment of  the  royal  army.  We  give  them  assurance  of  every 
support,  and  of  every  endeavor  on  our  part  to  mitigate  their 
present  sufferings;  further  declaring  to  them,  that  we  shall 
feel  ourselves  no  less  bound  to  reward  the  fidelity  of  those  who 
have  remained  unshaken  in  their  allegiance,  than  to  inflict  the 
punishment  due  to  reiterated  perfidy.  Nor  should  we  give 
them  this  invitation,  were  we  not  certain  that  in  conjunction 
with  the  army,  (daily  expecting  powerful  reinforcements,)  their 
exertions  will  very  shortly  reinstate  them  in  the  full  and 
peaceable  possession  of  that  property,  which  they  will  thus 


1  See  note  at  April  25,  ante. 

"  Nwbet  Balfour,  lieutenant-colonel  and  commandant  of  Charleston,  8.  C. 
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have  only  yielded  for  a  time,  to  receive  again  with  confirmed 
security." 1 

LORD  RAWDON'S  PROCLAMATION. 

To  all  our  subjects  true  and  loyal, 

We  greeting  send  this  promise  royal, 

Tho'  signed  by  Rawdon  and  Balfour, 

They're  George's  sentiments,  we're  sure. 

And  therefore  if  you  can  believe  it, 

As  such  we  doubt  not  you'll  receive  it 

Us  true  we  are  a  little  staggered, 

(But  when  00,  we  have  always  swaggered,) 

And  found  the  trick  has  sometimes  taken, 

As  by  it  oft  we've  saved  our  bacon, 

And  for  so  once  we  think  we're  reason, 

T"  exhort  you  strongly  against  treason; 

For  tho'  to  save  ourselves  'twas  meet 

That  to  Charleston  we  should  retreat, 

To  keep  ourselves  from  rebel  Greene, 

The  d— dest  cut-throat  e'er  was  seen  ; 

Yet  still  we  think  it  very  right 

That  you  should  stay  behind  and  fight ; 

You  know  the  worst — you  can  but  die, 

Or  into  our  protection  fly ; 

And  if  the  rebels  do  not  carve  you, 

We  with  the  greatest  ease  can  starve  you; 

But  should  you  suffer  them  to  bang  you, 

Unless  y'  escape,  we'll  surely  hang  you ; 

For  only  such  as  to  us  run, 

Shall  'scape  the  halter  or  the  gun. 

For  running  is  a  token  sure, 

That  on  our  side  you  arc  secure, 

Which  is  the  greatest  test  we  hare 

To  prove  the  loyal  and  the  brave, 

From  such  we  never  draw  the  blood, 

But  (if  we  hare  it)  give  them  food, 

To  strengthen  them  and  make  them  fiat, 

To  march  the  better  in  retreat. 

This  nostrum  great  Cornwallis  taught, 

And  with  it  we  have  wonders  wrought, 

By  this  arcanum  Tarleton  soon 

Escaped  that  butcher  Washington? 

Who  but  for  this  had  flay'd  him  down, 

From  nape  of  neck  to  knuckle  bone. 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  July  12.  •  At  the  Cowpens. 
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I,  Rawdon,  too,  from  Camden  hurried, 
Or  flashing  Greene  my  hide  had  curried. 
Should  our  predicament  befall  you, 
Or  should  you  fear  that  they  may  mall  you, 
Or  should  oppression  from  the  rebel, 
Greater  than  ours  be  twice  or  treble, 
Come  quickly  to  us  we  invite  you, 
And  we  will  do  our  best  to  right  you, 
And  when  we  get  a  strong  remittance, 
Will  give  you  of  those  scoundrels  quittance ; 
These  we  expect  each  day  will  come, 
(We  sometimes  think  we  hear  their  drum,) 
But  should  our  organs  be  mistaken, 
Nevertheless  we  hope  youH  be  unshaken. 
Firmly  to  your  allegiance  hold, 
Till  we  can  get  a  little  gold, 
Then  faithful  subjects  we'll  reward, 
And  punish  t'others  with  a  cord ; 
Then  think  how  foolish  they  will  look, 
(Hung  by  th'  neck  in  every  nook,) 
While  you  with  pockets  full  may  strut, 
And  all  your  vengeance  safely  glut. 
Who  would  not  yield  what  they  possess, 
For  a  time,  t'  arrive  at  bo  much  bliss? 

That  all  we've  told  you  is  most  certain, 

(We  therefore  here  will  drop  the  curtain,) 

As  that  two  and  two  make  four, 

And  sign  R.  Rawdon,  N.  Balfour. 

N.  B.  I'  the  name  of  George  our  gracious  king, 

It's  known,  we  may  say  any  thing.1 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  July  12. 
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June  1. — We  hear  from  Newark,  in  New  Jersey,  that  s 
few  days  since,  a  number  of  persons  who  live  near  the  moiro- 

The -Back  8h*d" tam8»  an<*  ^Tom  tne*r  wickedness  and  poverty 
at  New  jereoy.  jiave  properly  acquired  the  appellation  of  the  Back 

Shad,  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  of  the  pious  Reverend 
Commissary  Caldwell,  and  his  associates,  who  were  lately 
convened  at  Chatham,  repaired  to  the  learned  and  renowned 
Justice  Campbell,  and  there,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  a  late 
law  made  bv  the  humane  William  Livingston,  swore  that  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Newark  were 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  State,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
moved back  into  the  country,  whereon  this  great  magistrate 
issued  his  warrant  for  their  removal,  and  gave  them  till  this 
day  to  prepare  for  their  departure.  This  will  probably  create 
some  disturbance,  as  our  informant  tells  us  that  the  obnoxious 
inhabitants  refuse  to  go  unless  compelled  by  force.1 

June  6. — This  day  arrived  at  New  York,  Ebenezer  Hath- 
away and  Thomas  Smith,  who,  on  the  18th  of  May  last,  made 
Hathaway  and  tneir  eflC&Pe  fr°m  Simsbury  Mines,'  after  a  most 
smith's  Adventure.  ganant  struggle  for  their  liberty.  These  men  de- 
clare, that  they  were  two  of  eight  belonging  to  the  Privateer 
boat  Aventure,  which  was  duly  commissioned ;  that  they 
were  taken  in  Huntington  Bay,  Long  Island,  on  the  7th  of 
April,  by  seven  rebel  whale-boats,  manned  with  seventy-three 
men,  and  that  night  carried  across  the  Sound  to  Stamford,  in 

1  Riyington'fi  Gazette,  June  2.  '  Id  Connecticut 
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Connecticut ;  that  the  next  day  they  were  carried  to  what  they 
called  head-quarters,  before  General  Waterbury,  who  with 
the  air  of  a  demagogue,  ordered  them  to  Hartford  Gaol,  and 
told  the  guard  they  had  his  liberty  to  strip  them  even  of  the 
clothes  remaining  on  their  backs ;  but  the  captors  had  left 
them  so' bare,  that  all  they  had  about  them  was  not  now  an 
object  even  to  a  Yankee  soldier ;  there  they  lay  until  the  27th 
following,  when  their  trial  came  on  before  the  Superior  Court ; 
that  they  were  brought  before  the  court  and  directed  to 
plead  not  guilty,  and  offered  for  council  Colonel  Sention,  one 
of  the  justices,  then  on  the  bench,  in  order  that  they  might  by 
law  bring  them  in  guilty  ;  but  aware  of  their  knavish  tricks, 
they  declared  themselves  British  subjects,  and  refused  to  plead 
either  guilty  or  not  guilty,  therefore  they  were  ordered  to 
Newgate  Gaol,  or  rather  to  that  inquisition,  Sims-  ^  ^  ^ 
bury  Mines,  which,  from  the  following  description, 
exceeds  any  thing  amongst  their  allies  in  France  or  Spain. 

These  poor  unfortunate  victims  relate,  that  they  were  taken 
from  Hartford  Gaol,  and  marched  under  a  strong  guard  to  Sims- 
bury  Mines,  distant  about  seventy-four  miles.  In  approaching 
this  horrid  dungeon,  they  were  first  conducted  through  the 
apartments  of  the  guards,  then  through  a  trap-door  down  stairs 
into  another  upon  the  same  floor  with  the  kitchen,  which  was 
divided  from  it  by  a  very  strong  partition  door.  In  the  corner 
of  this  outer  room,  and  near  to  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  opened 
another  huge  largo  trap-door,  covered  with  bars  and  bolts  of 
iron,  which  was  hoisted  up  in  two  guards  by  means  of  a 
tackle,  whilst  the  hinges  grated  as  they  turned  upon  their 
hooks,  and  opened  the  jaws  and  mouth  of  what  they  call  Hell, 
into  which  they  descended  by  means  of  a  ladder  about  six 
feet  more,  which  led  to  a  large  iron  grate  or  hatchway,  locked 
down  over  a  shaft  of  about  three  feet  diameter,  sunk  through 
the  solid  rock,  and  which  they  were  told  led  to  the  bottom- 
less pit.  Finding  it  not  possible  to  evade  this  hard,  cruel 
fate,  they  bid  adieu  to  the  world,  and  descended  the  ladder 
about  thirty-eight  feet  more,  when  they  came  to  what  is  called 
the  landing;  then  marching  shelf  by  shelf,  till  descending 
about  thirty  or  forty  feet  more,  they  came  to  a  platform  of 
61 
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boards  laid  under  foot,  with  a  few  more  put  over  head  to  carry 
off  the  water,  which  keeps  continually  dropping.  Here,  say 
they,  we  found  the  inhabitants  of  this  woeful  mansion,  who 
were  exceedingly  anxious  to  know  what  was  going  on  above. 
We  told  them  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had  beat  the  rebel  army, 

and  that  their  money  was  gone  to  the  d  1,  with  which  they 

seemed  satisfied,  and  rejoiced  at  the  good  news. 

They  were  obliged  to  make  use  of  pots  of  charcoal  to  dis- 
pel the  foul  air,  which  in  some  degree  ia.  drawn  off  by  the 
means  of  a  ventilator  or  auger  hole,  which  is  bored  from  the 
surface  through  at  this  spot,  said  to  be  seventy  feet  perpen- 
dicular. Here  they  continued  twenty  days  and  nights,  re- 
solved, however,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  first  opportunity 
to  get  out,  although  they  should  lose  their  lives  in  the  at- 
tempt. Accordingly,  on  the  18th,  eighteen  of  them,  being  let 
up  to  the  kitchen  to  cook,  found  means  to  break  the  lock  of 
the  door,  which  kept  them  from  the  foot  of  the  ladder  leading 
up  to  the  guard-room.  They  now  doubly  resolved  to  make  a 
push  should  the  door  be  opened ;  which,  fortunately,  was  the 
case  about  ten  o'oclock  at  night,  (to  let  down  a  prisoner's  wife 
who  had  come  there  and  was  permitted  to  see  him.) 

Immediately  they  seized  the  fortunate  moment  and  rushed 
up,  but  before  any,  except  one,  got  out,  the  door  was  slammed 
down  on  the  rest,  and  he,  the  brave  Captain  Hathaway,  who 
commanded  the  adventure,  scuffled  with  the  whole  of  them 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  was  wounded  in  three  different  places ; 
when  he  was  nobly  assisted  by  his  trusty  friend  Thomas  Smith, 
and  afterwards  by  the  other  eight  They  then  advanced  upon 
the  guard,  consisting  of  twenty-four  in  number,  and  took  the 
whole  prisoners.  This  was  no  sooner  accomplished  than  they 
brought  their  companions  from  out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  and 
put  the  guard  down  into  their  room,  then  marched  off  with 
their  arms  and  ammunition,  but  were  soon  afterwards  obliged 
to  disperse.1 

■ 

Junk  14. — This  morning,  died  in  Forton  Frison,  near 

1  BJrington's  Oaxettc,  Jane  9. 
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Portsmouth,  England,  Mr.  William  Hines,  an  officer  of  the 
General  Gates'  private  ship  of  war,  from  Danvers,  near  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts ;  after  having  with  much  pa-  ^ath  rf 
tience,  and  with  the  most  irreproachable  conduct,  w,ulwn  Hlne*- 
sustained  a  three  years'  captivity.  He  was  a  man  of  eminent 
religion  and  virtue.  Finding  death  swiftly  advancing,  he 
called  to  him  his  two  sons,  Francis  and  William,  the  one  in 
the  eighteenth  and  the  other  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age, 
and  6aid  :  "  My  dear  boys,  I  cheerfully  submit  to  my  lot,  for 
it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die.  I  meekly  resign  unto 
the  Providence  of  God,  for  I  see  infinite  mercy  toward  me  in 
this  dispensation.  Indeed,  why  should  I  repine  ?  I  shall  now 
speedily  obtain  that  release  which  my  eyes  have  often  failed 
me  in  looking  after.  Oh  !  wretched  man  that  1  was !  that  my 
faith  had  almost  failed  me,  as  to  my  temporal  deliverance,  at 
the  moment  my  God  was  about  to  give  me  my  grand  discharge ! 
Who,  or  what  shall  now  confine  me!  I  shall  soon  be  freo 
as  a  celestial.  Farewell,  farewell  bolts,  bars,  and  prisons  I 
Adieu  ye  dungeons  !  adieu  ye  tents  of  clay !  welcome  fair  day* 
light  and  liberty  !  The  time  of  my  redemption  draweth  nigh. 
But,  my  dear  boys,  how  shall  I  bid  farewell  to  you  ?  That 
final  parting  which  would  have  been  easy,  which  would  have 
been  blissful  in  our  cottage  at  Danvers,  gives  pungent  grief  to 
my  spirits.  I  leave  you,  alas  !  in  this  abode  of  6orrow  and  of 
wretchedness,  but  I  charge  you  *  to  pray  unto  God  from  this 
far  country  and  cry  unto  him  from  this  strange  land.'  I  hope 
it  will  be  given  to  you  to  revisit  the  land  of  your  nativity,  and 
to  enjoy  peace  and  prosperity  for  the  days  wherein  ye  have 
seen  evil.  Let  a  high  and  genuine  sense  of  liberty  direct  and 
animate  your  whole  conduct.  I  give  no  directions  concerning 
my  bones.  They  indeed  must  lie  in  this  region  of  oppression 
and  cruelty.  O  that  I  had  been  buried  in  6omc  part  of  the 
American  world !  then  would  the  clods  of  the  valley  have 
been  sweet  to  me.  It  is  done — my  children,  weep  not  for  me, 
.'  but  weep  for  yourselves,  and  for  the  slain  of  your  people.' 
If  ever  you  mourn,  let  it  bo  for  the  calamities  of  your  country, 
highly  beloved,  because  greatly  injured.  Francis,  give  me 
thine  hand— slender  as  thine  arm  is,  it  may  shield  thy 
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brother.  The  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  bless  the 
lads."  1 

J une  16.— Our  correspondents  beyond  the  lines,  says  Riv- 
ington,  give  ns  a  most  melancholy  description  of  the  wretched- 
ness of  the  inhabitants  of  all  parts  of  the  count  it. 

Birington't  News.  .  r 

The  increase  of  the  numbers  who  are  for  peace  and 
the  re-union,  by  driving  the  rest  who  are  a  great  minority  of 
the  whole  to  despair,  excites  them  to  practise  every  barbarous 
exertion  for  the  preservation  of  their  tvrannv. 

The  mob  legislature  of  New  York,  by  a  late  law,  have 
enacted  treasons  into  felonies,  that  they  may  take  away  life 
with  only  one  witness,  or  presumptive  evidence,  instead  of  two 
witnesses  to  each  overt  act,  as  their  own  republican  constitution 
requires ;  and  that  they  may  the  more  easily  get  jurymen  to 
attend  in  criminal  cases,  and  thus  abate  the  dread  of  falling 
within  the  exception  contained  in  the  Declaration  of  the  Royal 
Commissioners,  by  being  exempted  from  pardon  for  putting 
loyal  subjects  to  death.  The  new  act  passed  by  the  usurpers 
at  Albany,  gives  power  to  send  such  as  they  convict  for  certain 
offences  before  treasonable,  and  now  made  felony,  to  6crve  in 
the  French  fitet. 

Their  laws  for  taxing  the  people,  and  forcing  them  from 
home  into  military  services,  are  intolerably  severe  and  cruel. 
Thc        Among  others  they  have  one  called  the  Black 

Bi*ck  Act  under  which  they  plunder  the  loyalists  for 

every  thing  lost  or  taken  from  any  independent  partisan,  and 
by  this  they  have  found  means  so  to  manage  matters  as  greatly 
to  enrich  themselves.  There  is  an  instance  in  Duchess  County, 
of  about  five  hundred  pounds  in  value  in  hard  money,  raised 
to  pay  for  a'  single  horse.  Others  again  profit  by  robberies  of 
the  loyalists,  whose  houses  are  entered  by  armed  parties  at 
midnight,  calling  themselves  Tories,  and  who,  of  course,  go 
clear,  because  the  persons  robbed  will  not  prosecute  on  the 
Black  Act,  nor  would  succeed  if  they  did,  the  law  (as  is  ex- 
pressed) being  made  only  for  good  Whigs. 

• 

%  ■ 
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That  they  may  not  be  embarrassed  by  the  backwardness 
or  conscientious  qualms  of  jurymen,  certain  classes  of  people 
obnoxious  to  the  ruling  party,  are  made  triable  by  courts-mar- 
tial, and  many  perish  by  these  military  tribunals,  under  the 
imputation  of  spies,  or  concealers,  or  comforters  of  spies.  To 
the  credit  of  the  main  body  of  the  people,  it  is  observed,  that 
few,  and  in  some  districts  none,  attended  at  the  late  elections 
for  the  officers  of  the  usurpation,  and  many  have  removed  to 
Vermont  and  other  places,  not  yet  so  miserable  as  those  they 
fly  from.  In  some  counties  there  would  be  tolerable  ease  to 
the  inhabitants,  but  for  ten  or  twelve  of  the  ringleaders  in  the 
vicinity  in  all  the  wicked  work  of  oppression,  plunder,  and 
blood-shedding.  It  is  with  difficulty  the  unhappy  sufferers  re- 
strain themselves  under  their  complicated  calamities,  and  only 
through  their  present  dread  of  the  rebel  garrison  at  West  Point. 

Of  the  tyrants  against  whom  the  complaints  of  the  people 
run  highest  as  the  most  unfeeling  malefactors,  we  find  in  the 
latest  letters  in  general,  those  acting  as  Commissioners  for  con- 
spiracies, and  sequestrations,  and  sheriffs,  with  the  names  in 
particular  of  William  Duer,  Egbert  Benson,  Robert  Harper, 
Henry  Williams,  a  fellow  vulgarly  called  at  Poughkeepsie, 
the  Bishop,  a  Doctor  Van  Wyck,  Judge  Piatt,  Squire  Van 
Ness,  old  Wisner,  Squire  Stewart,  Joseph  Wood,  William 
Holly,  Gill  Cooper,  Judge  Call,  Squire  Rye,  and  Captain  Crom- 
pond  Drake. 

Some  Connecticut  friends  assert  that  there  appears  to  be 
such  an  abhorrence  of  the  present  system,  and  so  general  a 
turn  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  if  any  patriot 
should  stand  forth,  and  call  out  all  those  who  noc  ** 
wish  to  preserve  the  charter,  and  enjoy  immediate  peace,  he 
would  be  instantly  joined  by  a  vast  majority  of  the  colony,  in 
a  resolution  to  withdraw  from  the  Congress,  and  oppose  the 
pernicious  councils  by  which  they  so  often  have  been  cheated 
of  their  property. 

Very  judicious  intelligencers  also  inform  us,  that  the  dis- 
gusts and  impatience  of  the  main  body  of  the  people  are  as 
great  in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  and  especially 
in  all  that  part  of  the  former  to  the  west  of  Connecticut  River. 
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A  few  months  ago,  Deerfield  ordered  her  delegate  in  the  gen- 
eral court  at  Boston,  to  move  for  instructions  to  the  province 
Ma«.ehus«.tu  «nd  °^  Delegates  in  Congress,* to  make  overtures  for 
New BaHBtUi*  peftce  with  the  mother  country;  and  so  much 
alarmed  were  the  zealots  for  independency,  lest  this  should 
prove  a  match  to  a  train,  as  instantly  to  violate  their  new  con- 
stitution, by  suspending  the  privilege  of  habeas  corpus  ;  after 
which  the  tyrants  threw  Messrs.  Williams,  Catlin,  and  Ashley 
into  jail,  as  chief  promoters  of  the  Deerfield  instructions.' 

June  20. — The  Tories  in  New  York,  "  finding  much  more 
tragedy  than  they  desire  to  witness  in  their  excursions  to 
Amusement*  in  Westchester,  the  Jerseys  and  indigo  Connecticut, 
New  York.     ^ag  Qainc  can8  jt?)  have  taken  to  comedy.  Last 

month  a  greater  part  of  the  anny  deserted  their  posts  to  attend 
a  fox-chase  on  Long  Island,  and  returned  only  in  time  to  pre- 
pare for  Deane's  rout  in  honor  of  Rawdon's  success  at  Hob- 
kirk's.    A  bull  fight  is  next  to  feast  the  reason.' 


» * 


1  Rivington's  Gazette,  June  16. 

•  Carver,  li)4.  The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  Rivington's  Gazette 
of  June  20 : — 

To  all  who  know  not,  be  it  understood, 
Pro  bono  Publico,  means  mankind's  good. 
This  day,  being  Wednesday,  the  20th  of  June,  will  be  exhibited  at  Brooklyn 
ferry,  A  Bill  Baiting,  after  the  true  Euglish  manner. 

Taurus  will  be  brought  to  the  ring  at  half-past  three  o'clock ;  some  good  dogs 
are  already  provided,  hut  every  assistance  of  that  sort  will  be  esteemed  a  favor. 
A  dinner  exactly  British  will  be  upon  Loosley's  table  at  eleven  o'clock,  after 
which  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  the  Song  called  "  0 1  the  roast  beef  of 
Old  Englaud!  "  will  be  sung  with  harmony  and  glee. 

This  notice  gives  to  all  who  covet 

Baiting  the  bull,  and  dearly  love  it, 

To-morrow's  very  afternoon, 

At  three— or  rather  not  so  soon— 

A  bull  of  magnitude  and  spirit, 

Will  dare  the  dogs  presuming  merit. 

Taurus  is  steel  to  the  backbone, 

And  canine  cunning  does  disown. 

True  British  blood  runs  thro'  his  veins, 

And  barking  numbers  he  disdains, 

Sooner  than  knavish  dogs  shall  rule, 

He'll  prove  himself  a  true  John  Bull 
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June  22. — Information  being  received  that  Lord  Rawdon 
had  received  a  reinforcement  from  England,  and  that  he  was 
advancing  to  the  relief  of  Ninety-Six,  General  Bteg60f 
Greene  determined  to  make  an  attack  npon  the  W^r** 
British  fortifications,  before  he  raised  the  siege,  commenced 
against  that  post  on  the  twenty-second  of  last  month.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  the  necessary  dispositions 
were  made,  and  about  twelve  o'olock  the  action  commenced. 
The  fire  from  the  American  battery  on  the  right,  where  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lee  commanded,  was  so  warm  that  the  British 
were  soon  driven  from  their  redoubt  in  that  quarter,  which  the 
colonel  immediately  took  possession  of,  and  pointed  the  can- 
non against  the  town.  At  that  moment,  Lieutenant  Selden, 
of  the  Virginia,  and  Lieutenant  Duval  of  the  Maryland  line, 
made  a  lodgment  in  the  fosse  of  the  star  redoubt,  against 
which  our  principal  approaches  were  directed  without  the  loss 
of  a  man.  The  working  party  were  pulling  down  the  6and 
bags,  and  there  was  a  great  probability  of  their  making  a 
breach  in  the  parapet  in  a  very  little  time,  when  the  British 
being  reinforced  from  the  right,  charged  the  Americans  in 
their  fosse  to  the  right  and  left,  and  were  driven  back  three 
times  with  very  considerable  loss ;  but  Lieutenant  Selden,  hav- 
ing received  a  wound  in  his  arm,  and  being  obliged  to  retire, 
the  men  were  pressed  in  upon  the  Marylanders,  and  the  whole 
thrown  into  confusion,  which  induced  Lieutenant  Duval,  who 
had  likewise  received  a  wound,  to  bring  off  the  party.  These 
two  young  gentlemen  displayed  great  gallantry  upon  this  oc- 
casion, and  merit  the  particular  respect  of  their  country. 

During  the  attempt,  a  very  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  by  the 
American  troops  in  the  front  parallel,  and  the  riflemen  upon 
the  advanced  battery,  with  considerable  execution;  and 
though  they  had  the  misfortune  to  fail  in  their  first  effort,  such 
was  the  spirit  and  eagerness  of  the  men  to  engage,  that  if  their 
situation  and  circumstances  would  have  justified  the  general 
in  sporting  with  the  lives  of  two  hundred  men,  they  could 
have  carried  the  place.  The  Americans  continued  before  it 
until  the  morning  of  the  20th,  (when  his  lordship  was  within 
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twelve  miles  of  the  American  camp,)  and  then  retired 
the  Saluda  River. 

His  lordship  is  now  at  Ninety -Six,  and  the  Americans  are 
about  fifteen  miles  off.  The  military  of  the  country  are  turn- 
ing out,  and  when  drawn  to  a  point,  we  think  we  shall  be  able 
to  put  him  in  a  retrograde  to  Monk's  Corner ;  at  any  rate  he 
cunnot  live  where  he  is,  and  must  either  retire  to  the  neigh- 
borhood  of  Charleston  or  take  post  at  the  Congaree.  Should 
he  take  post  there  without  superior  cavalry  and  mounted  mili- 
tia, we  can  cut  off  his  supplies,  and  render  his  situation  very 
critical.  We  are  prepared  for  all  events,  and  let  what  will 
happen,  we  are  determined  to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to 
promote  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  country.1 

June  25.— The  virtue  and  magnanimity  of  the  Charleston 
ladies,  vies  with  the  Spartans  of  old.  Nothing  can  equal  their 
The  adherence  to  the  independence  of  America.  The 
caroiim  Women.  vanUui8hers  strive  all  in  their  power  to  induce 
them  to  partake  of  their  amusements,  but  all  their  importunities 
cannot  prevail  upon  any  of  them,  to  add  a  lustre  to  their 
balls,  <fcc.  They,  sensible  of  the  distresses  of  their  (once 
happy)  country,  seem  to  take  no  pleasure  but  in  retiring 
from  public  view,  to  bemoan  the  cause  of  suffering  liberty. 
"When  nothing  but  tyrannical  destruction  appears  to  be  hover- 
ing over  every  friend  to  freedom,,  they,  like  true  heroines, 
discover  an  invincible  firmness  and  resolution.  Were  the 
men  half  so  steady  to  their  country's  good  as  the  women, 
no  nation  could  boast  more  illustrious  natives  than  Carolina. 
To  the  everlasting  glory  of  the  sex,  many  examples  can  be  ad- 
duced of  ladies  exhorting  their  dearest  connections  to  behave 
with  a  becoming  fortitude ;  anxious  for  their  honor,  earnestly 
urging  them  to  perseverance,  while  they  by  a  laudable  economy 
are  supporting  their  families.  Are  not  these  things  enough 
to  reanimate  the  Carolinians  to  recover  their  oppressed 
country  ?  • 
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June  2G. — Yesterday  being  the  anniversary  festival  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist,  was  celebrated  by  the  worshipful  master 
and  brethren  of  Lodge  number  210,  Ancient  York  Masons,  in 
the  city  of  New  York  in  the  following  order,  viz. : 

They  repaired  from  their  lodge-room,  in  due  form,  to  the  St. 
PauVs  Church,  where  an  excellent  sermon  was  delivered  by 
our  brother  Walter ;  afterwards  they  crossed  the  Mmo„b.  ceiew 
East  River,  and  had  a  truly  elegant  dinner,  pro- Uoa  Bt  New  York- 
vided  by  brothers  Hay  and  Kirk,  at  Brooklyn  Hall,  where  the 
following  loyal  and  Masonic  toasts  were  given,  viz. : — 1.  The 
king  and  the  craft  ;  2.  The  queen,  royal  family,  with  Masons' 
wives  and  bairns ;  3.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  all  loyal  Ma- 
sons ;  4.  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  the  other  officers  of  the 
navy,  and  all  distressed  Masons ;  5.  Generals  Knyphausen  and 
Eeidesel,  with  the  troops  under  their  command,  with  our 
visiting  brethren  ;  6.  The  army  and  navy  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  grand-masters  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  ;  7.  Lords 
Comwallis  and  Rawdon,  and  the  army  to  the  southward,  with 
the  Ancient  Fraternity  ;  8.  All  loyal  subjects,  and  each  faith- 
ful Fair  that  loves  the  craft  of  Masonry :  9.  Success  to  the 
loyal  embodied  refugees,  and  our  ancient  fellow  lodges  in  this 
city  ;  10.  Victory  to  our  fleets  and  armies  in  the  "West  Indies, 
and  all  regular  ancient  lodges;  11.  May  the  Congress  at 
Vienna  consult  the  honor  of  Great  Britain  in  their  councils, 
and  may  every  good  man  be  a  Mason,  and  every  Mason  a  good 
man ;  12.  A  speedy  conviction  to  our  enemies  of  the  error  of 
their  ways,  and  the  day.  After  which  the  following  song  was 
sung: 

Tvxx—God  Save  the  King. 

By  sacred  influence  hurl'd, 
From  chaos  rose  the  world, 

Great  will  of  Jove. 
Grand  architect  supreme, 


Duty  and  lore. 

Ton  glorious  azure  arch. 
Beyond  frail  mortals  search, 
Stupendous  sphere, 
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Immensity  design'd 
To  elevate  the  mind, 
Such  power  with  lore  coujoin'd, 
Let  us  revere. 

This  day  our  hearts  inspire 
With  true  Masonic  fire, 

8uch  be  our  prayer. 
Regardful  of  our  tows, 
Then  to  the  world  disclose, 
What  virtues  to  compose, 

Masons  that  are. 

In  mystic  moral  line 
Let  all  the  virtues  shine, 

Censure  will  cease. 
Let  charity  abound, 
Sweet  unity  beffound, 
So  ever  be  renown'd, 

For  faith  and  peace. 

Temples  aloft  shall  rise, 
And  fabricks  reach  the  skies, 

By  Masons'  hands. 
May  temperance  e'er  command, 
With  prudence  in  her  hand, 
Guide  each  Masonic  band 

Throughout  all  lands. 

Return  ye  erring  few, 
.  Whom  frantic  seal  withdrew 

From  honor's  cause. 
Wide  we'll  our  arms  expand. 
Grasp  you  with  friendly  hand, 
Say  you  through  life  demand 

Brothers'  applause. 

*Tis  by  the  will  of  heaven 
Kings  to  command  are  given, 

George  we  proclaim. 
Chant  in  full  song  his  praise, 
May  such  deeds  crown  his  days, 
As  will  through  ages  raise, 

A  deathless  name. 
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Jehovah  we  implore 
Peace  to  his  real  ma  restore, 

Grant  that  his  reign 
Tyranny  may  destroy, 
While  we  with  rapture  cry, 
The  King  shall  then  enjoy 

His  own  again. 


After  wliich  they  re-crossed  the  East  River,  repaired  to  their 
lodge-room  and  closed  the  day.1 

June  28. — The  United  States  of  America  have  at  this  mo- 
ment a  fair  prospect  of  establishing  their  peace  and  independ- 
ence, which  may  soon  be  realized,  if  the  Americans  guU)  of  AmeriC4n 
be  not  wanting  to  themselves.  The  Britons,  by  Affttir"* 
turning  their  arms  to  the  Southern  States,  have  experienced 
what  the  wise  and  sagacious  predicted  from  tins  measure  ;  they 
have  greatly  exhausted  and  dissipated  their  army,  and  found 
it  easier  with  a  collected  force,  covered  by  a  superior  navy,  to 
penetrate  into  a  thin  settled  country,  than  to  spread  them- 
selves over  it,  and  maintain  their  conquests.  The  climate,  and 
the  brave  persevering  efforts  of  the  patriots  in  that  quarter, 
have  almost  ruined  the  army  of  Cornwallis,  which  having  been 
drawn  from  New  York,  must  have  greatly  weakened  that  im- 
portant post.  The  Spaniards  have  greatly  distressed  the  Brit- 
ish settlements  in  the  Floridas,  and  have  taken  Pensacola.'  A 
great  part  of  Georgia  is  recovered  from  the  British,  and  almost 
the  whole  of  South  Carolina  is  at  this  hour  in  the  possession 
of  the  United  States.  Virginia,  under  particular  disadvantages 
at  its  first  invasion,  is  now  collecting  its  whole  force  to  co-oper- 
ate with  the  assistance  it  has  received,  and  to  which  it  is  en- 
titled, and  the  prospect  there  is  far  from  being  discouraging. 
Britain  has  received  an  unexpected  and  terrible  shock  in  the 
late  account  from  the  East  Indies,  where  the  loss  of  a  large 
share  of  her  settlements,  and  the  tottering  state  of  the  rest, 


1  Printed  by  order  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  James  Foreman,  Secretary. 
Gaine's  Mercury,  July  2. 

•  Don  Galvez,  the  Spanish  governor  of  Louisiana,  took  Pcnsacola  on  the  9th 
Of  May. 
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threatens  the  total  ruin  of  her  finances ;  at  the  same  time  she 
cannot  but  look  with  anguish  on  the  good  condition  of  the 
finances  of  France,  where  not  a  single  new  tax  has  been  levied 
during  the  war ;  but  the  whole  charge  of  it  defrayed  by  the 
mere  savings  of  economy.  These,  and  many  other  circum- 
stances that  might  be  mentioned,  must  induce  Britain  to  be 
very  serious  in  her  desires  of  peace.  Accordingly  she  has 
consented,  if  not  primarily,  and  secretly  moved  a  convention  of 
the  belligerent  powers  at  Vienna  for  that  purpose,  under  the 
mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  Empress  of 
Russia.  To  suppose  that  nothing  is  to  be  said  in  this  conven- 
tion respecting  America,  or  that  even  Britain  has  forbidden  it, 
is  too  ridiculous  to  require  a  serious  answer.  It  is  to  suppose 
all  the  powers  convened  in  this  business  are  fools  ;  for  how 
can  they  confer  upon  a  pacification,  and  at  the  same  time 
leave  out  America,  the  source  and  principal  seat  of  the 
war  ?  In  the  nature  of  things,  America  must  be  the  chief 
subject  of  their  deliberations,  and  Britain  will  doubtless  keep 
her  eye  principally  upon  that  continent  during  the  negotia- 
tions, and  will  rise  and  fall  in  her  demands,  will  accede  to,  or 
recede  from  the  proposals  made,  according  to  the  events  of 
war  in  that  quarter. 

The  present,  then,  is  the  critical  day  for  America.  Dissen- 
sions, languor  in  our  councils  or  conduct,  would  revive  the 
hopes  of  Britain,  and  might  be  an  irreparable  injury  to  the 
Americans  and  their  latest  posterity.  Union  and  vigor  through 
the  present  campaign,  may  lay  a  stable  foundation  of  liberty 
and  happiness  to  these  States.  Having  expended  already  so 
much  blood  and  treasure  in  their  glorious  cause,  it  should  be 
a  first  principle  in  the  mind  of  every  free  citizen,  that  the  only 
way  to  reap  the  fruits  of  all,  and  to  make  a  safe  and  honorable 
peace,  is  to  conduct  the  remainder  of  the  war  with  vigor. 
This,  and  this  alone,  will  make  it  short.  The  most  noble  nego- 
tiator in  Europe  will  find  himself  greatly  embarrassed  if  the 
measures  we  take  here  do  not  give  force  to  his  demands  on  our 
behalf,  and  an  edge  to  his  arguments  and  persuasions.  A 
good  army  in  the  field,  and  well  provided,  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  give  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  establishment  of  Auieri- 
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ca's  invaluable  riglits.  One  signal  defeat  of  tlie  Britisli  will 
have  more  effect  on  the  negotiations  at  Vienna,  than  all  the 
eloquence  of  the  most  accomplished  plenipotentiaries.1 

June  30. — By  a  person  from  Winchester,  in  Virginia, 
which  place  he  left  last  Wednesday  week,  (20th,)  we  hear  that 
a  desperate  knot  of  Tories  has  been  discovered.  Qen  1m 
A  man,  formerly  a  Hessian  soldier,  had  been  ob-  *  Traitor, 
served  at  Martinsburg  several  times  very  busy  among  the  Sara- 
toga prisoners,  and  upon  strong  suspicion  of  his  conduct,  he 
was  apprehended,  when,  to  avoid  immediate  death,  he  confess- 
ed, after  having  been  twice  tied  up.  A  party  A-ero  directly 
sent  to  examine  the  person,  who,  he  said,  was  to  be  their  col- 
onel, but  whose  name  this  informant  does  not  recollect.  The 
colonel  was  taken  prisoner,  and  upon  searching  his  house  they 
found  a  great  number  of  guineas,  copies  of  commissions,  and 
other  papers,  by  which  it  appeared  that  Charles  Lee,  Esq.> 
(formerly  a  Continental  general,)  was  to  be  their  principal  com- 
mander. A  detachment  of  the  militia  light-horse  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  Lee's  house,  but  he  liad  gone  off,  and  it  was 
generally  supposed  in  Virginia,  that  he  had  got  safe  into  the 
British  lines.  A  report  also  prevails  in  town,  that  General 
Charles  Lee  has  joined  Earl  Cornwallis  at  Williamsburgh  in 
Virginia. 

In  confirmation  of  the  above,  is  a  letter  from  a  member  of 
Congress  at  Philadelphia,  saying  that  "  General  Lee  has  sold 
all  his  property,  and  deserted  to  the  enemy."  * 

July  1. — Last  Thursday  night  a  small  party  of  mounted 
rebel  militia  surrounded  the  house  of  Andrew  Williamson, 
Esq.,  formerly  brigadier-general  of  the  South  capture  of 
Carolina  militia,  about  seven  miles  from  Charles-  CololM!l 
ton,  and  without  allowing  him  time  to  put  on  his  clothes,  car- 
ried him  off  prisoner.  On  intelligence  being  received  of  this, 
Major  Frazer,  with  ninety  of  his  dragoons,  was  detached  next 
day  in  quest  of  them.   After  having  effected  a  circuitous 

>  Pennsylvania  Packet,  Jaly  14.         1  Cpcott,  rl  207 ;  Rivington,  July  7. 
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march  of  more  than  seventy  miles  through  the  woods,  with 
the  most  profound  secrecy,  on  Saturday  morning  the  major 
surprised  their  main  body  in  their  camp  at  the  Horse  Shoe, 
killed  fourteen  on  the  spot,  wounded  several,  took  Colonel 
Isaac  Hayne,  their  commander,  prisoner,  and  released  General 
"Williamson  from  his  confinement  at  a  house  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

The  anxiety  to  rescue  General  Williamson,  and  the  rebels 
not  making  the  smallest  show  of  resistance,  but  betaking  them- 
selves to  the  woods  in  every  direction,  prevented  their  sustain- 
ing a  greater  loss.  Their  numbers  before  that  morning  were 
estimated  at  rnore  than  two  hundred  ;  their  own  accounts  made 
them  much  stronger.  Among  the  killed  was  the  second  in. 
command,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McLaughlan ;  his  brother  Cap* 
tain  McLaughlan  was  dangerously  wounded.  Colonel  Hayne 
was  brought  into  Charleston  to-day,  and  is  now  lodged  in  the 
provost 1 

July  4. — TnE  imagination  can  scarcely  conceive  of  a  more 
miserable  condition  than  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  York, 
Rivin«tnn'«    between  the  Highlands  and  Albany.   The  persons 

-Condition  of  New  .         .         fe  J  *Z 

York."  favoring  independency,  which  consist  only  of 
such  as  despair  of  escaping  the  vengeance  of  their  country- 
men, abandon  themselves  to  all  the  cruelty  of  cowardice. 
Alive  to  suspicion,  the  general  consideration  is  about  spies 
and  harborers  of  spies,  and  in  the  extremity  of  their  terrors, 
the  slightest  preparations  pass  with  the  tyrants  in  office  for 
demonstrative  proof.  Hence  women  are  committed  to  their 
jails,  capital  executions  grow  more  frequent,  and  to  the  re- 
proach of  humanity,  there  was  an  instance  within  a  month 
past  of  a  man  under  public  condemnation,  being  hanged  in  hit 
prison  to  gratify  the  pride  of  the  sheriff,  who  (obliged  to  bo 
executioner  himself)  was  ashamed  to  perform  the  office  of  hang- 
man in  the  fields.  Albany  was  reserved  for  this  first  and  rare 
instance  of  infamv. 

And  though  the  credit  of  paper  money  is  totally  extinct  in 

1  Rirington's  Gazette,  August  L. 
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all  parts  of  the  continent,  (and  for  that  reason  the.  late  mint  of 
specie  or  hard  money  paper  not  wholly  issued,  but  withheld  if 
possible  to  increase  its  value,  or  rather  the  demand  for  it,)  their 
late  mob  assembly  have  published  a  tax  law,  to  oblige  every 
man  to  give  a  bushel  of  wheat  for  every  sixty  dollars  of  his 
former  assessment,  in  old  continental,  and  if  he  has  no  wheat, 
then  twelve  shillings  in  lieu  of  a  bushel  of  wheat,  and  on  fail* 
ure  in  ten  days,  two  bushels  or  twenty-four  shillings.  This 
wheat,  it  is  said,  is  for  the  supply  of  "Washington's  army,  but 
really  intended  to  be  sold  to  the  French  for  hard  money  ;  and 
what  will  be  done  with  that,  no  person  is  at  a  loss  to  conjec- 
ture. Miserable  people,  the  prey  of  plunderers  of  their  own, 
creating  !    "  How  long,  O  Lord  1 "  is  the  cry  of  the  oppressed ! 

By  the  abandoning  of  Fort  Stanwix,  all  the  western  country 
is  deserted  down  to  Schenectady,  and  the  persecutors  who 
dare  to  continue  in  Kingston  have  fortified  and  drawn  ditches 
around  their  houses,  in  expectation  of  the  Indians  as  soon  as  the 
harvests  are  in  stack. 

The  advocates  for  peace  and  the  re-union,  and  who  have 
been  so  ever  since  the  fatal  declaration  of  independence,  and 
who  are  a  vast  majority,,  grow  every  day  more  numerous,  and 
it  is  remarkable  that  not  a  single  instance  can  be  assigned  of 
the  apostasy  of  a  loyalist  to  the  wicked  and  interested  views 
of  the  usurpers. 

There  is  a  new  set  of  mob  legislators  met  at  Foughkeepsie ; 
a  little  time  will  show  whether  they  mean  to  expose  themselves 
to  all  the  vengeance  of  which  the  majority  of  the  late  assembly 
and  senate  live  in  constant  dread,  many  of  them  changing  their 
lodgings,  to  elude  the  search  of  the  avengers  of  the  innocent 
blood  they  have  shed.  Mr.  Clinton,  the  titular  governor,  has 
fortified  his  huts  against  a  sudden  surprise,  and  the  rebel  slaves 
of  Poughkeepsie  guard  it  every  night.1 

From  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  the  British 
Ministry,  their  agents  and  tools,  have  depended  more  upon  the 
base  arts  of  deceit  and  corruption,  than  the  justice  of  their  cause 

■ 

1  BiTingtoo'*  Gazette,  July  4. 
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or  the  power  of  arms.  It  is  a  fact  well  established,  that  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year,  the  British  government  expended 

English  uPwan*8  °^  n%  thousand  guineas  on  hirelings 
employed  to  tell  lies  in  pamphlets  and  in  the  news- 
papers in  Europe  and  America.  The  present  year  will  proba- 
bly cost  them  double  that  sum,  as  their  affairs  are  in  a  more 
eritical  state,  and  we  may  expect  to  see  marks  of  redoubled 
industry  in  the  trade  of  misrepresentation  and  falsehood.  The 
newspapers  begin  to  abound  with  this  species  of  intelligence. 
"We  are  told  that  fleets  of  ships  and  armies  of  men  are  coming 
to  America;  that  all  the  powers  of  Europe  are  against  us; 
that  the  rupture  with  Holland  is  to  be  made  up ;  that  a  peace 
is  about  to  be  concluded  among  the  European  belligerent 
powers,  and  the  United  States  are  to  be  left  to  shift  for  them- 
selves ;  with  a  thousand  tales  of  this  stamp,  so  shallow  and 
absurd,  that  any  man  who  has  the  least  reflection  or  the 
slightest  means  of  information,  and  believes  them,  almost  de- 
serves to  be  duped  and  imposed  upon.  It  is  to  be  lamented 
that  the  uninformed,  the  unwary,  and  the  timid,  are  sometimes 
deceived,  notwithstanding  the  whole  experience  of  the  war. 
Beware,  Americans,  that  they  who  cannot  fight  you  out  of 
your  liberties,  be  not  suffered  to  lie  you  out  of  them.1 

July  8. — Lafayette  and  "Wayne  are  leading  the  British  in 
Virginia  through  a  very  intricate  path.    The  latest  operation 
 .  „  m  is  that  of  Wayne,  with  a  handful  of  Pennsylva- 

r.ncaromcnt  near  J      »  w 

j«mcju>wn,  v».  njang^  frightening  the  whole  of  Cornwall  is's  army 
of  "  undaunted  Britons."  The  Tories  say  it  is  only  "  another 
version  of  the  deceit  and  unfairness  practised  by  the  little 
Frenchman  last  May  :  "  * — Cornwallis  having  encamped  near 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  July  4. 

•  Letter  from  Colonel  Alexander  Scsmmel,  dated  King's  ferry,  New  York, 
August  20.  The  detcent  here  alluded  to  is  as  follows :— Lord  Cornwallis,  on  tak- 
ing command  of  the  British  forces  in  Virginia,  felt  himself  so  superior  to  the 
Americans,  that  he  exulted  in  the  prospect  of  success ;  and  despising  the  youth  of 
his  opponent,  Lafayette,  unguardedly  wrote  to  Great  Britain,  "  The  boy  cannot  ee* 
cape  me."  The  marquis's  army  consisted  of  three  thousand  and  sixty  men.  Corn- 
wallis proceeded  from  Petersburg  to  James  River,  which  he  crossed  in  order  to 
dUlodge  Lafayette  from  RiAmoad,    Thai  place  baring  been  evacuated,  he  then 
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Jamestown,  in  Virginia,  the  Marqnis  Lafayette  sent  General 
Wayne,  with  the  Pennsylvania  line,  to  take  their  station  with- 
in a  small  distance  of  the  British  army,  and  watch  their  mo- 
tions.  About  three  hundred  riflemen  occupied  the  ground 
between  General  "Wayne  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  were  di- 
rected to  scatter  themselves  in  the  woods,  without  order,  and 
annoy  the  enemy's  camp.    This  they  did  with  such  effect,  that 

marched  through  Hanover  county,  and  crossed  the.  South  Anna  River — Fayette 
constantly  following  his  motions,  but  at  a  guarded  distance,  in  every  part  of  his 
progress.  Hia  lordship  at  one  time  planned  the  surprisa!  of  the  marquis,  while 
on  the  same  side  of  the  Jamea  River  with  himself ;  but  was  diverted  from  his  in- 
tention by  a  spy,  whom  Fayette  had  sent  into  his  camp.  The  marquis  was  very 
desirous  of  obtaining  full  intelligence  concerning  his  lordship,  and  concluded  upon 
prevailing,  if  possible,  upon  one  Charles  (generally  called  Charley)  Morgan,  a  Jer- 
sey soldier,  of  whom  he  had  entertained  a  favorable  opinion,  to  turn  deserter  and 
go  over  to  the  British  army,  in  order  to  his  executing  the  business  of  a  spy  more 
effectually.  Charley  was  sent  tor  and  agreed  to  undertake  the  hazardous  employ, 
but  insisted,  in  case  he  should  be  discovered  and  hanged,  the  marquis,  to  secure 
his  reputation,  should  have  it  inserted  in  the  Jersey  paper,  that  he  was  sent  upon 
the  service  by  his  commander.  Churles  deserted,  and  when  he  had  reached  the 
royal  army,  was  carried  before  his  lordship,  who  inquired  into  the  reason  of  his 
deserting,  and  received  for  answer,  "  I  have  been,"  my  lord,  "  with  the  Amer- 
ican army  from  the  beginning,  and  while  under  General  Washington  vu  satis- 
fied ;  but  being  put  under  a  Frenchman,  I  do  not  like  it,  and  have  left  the  service. " 
His  lordship  commended  and  regarded  his  conduct  Charley  was  very  diligent 
in  the  discharge  of  his  military  duty,  and  was  not  in  the  least  suspected ;  but  at 
the  same  time  carefully  observed  all  that  passed.  One  day  while  on  particular 
duty  with  his  comrades,  Cornwallis,  in  close  conversation  with  some  officers,  called 
Charley  to  him,  and  said,  "How  long  a  time  will  it  take  the  marquis  to  cross 
James  River?"  Charley  paused  a  moment,  and  answered,  "Three  hours,  my 
lord."  His  lordship  exclaimed,  "Three  hours!  why  it  will  take  three  days." 
"  No,  my  lord,"  said  Charley,  44  the  marquis  has  so  many  boats,  and  each  boat  will 
carry  so  many  meu.  If  your  lordship  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  calculating,  you 
will  find  be  can  cross  in  three  hours."  His  lordship  turned  to  the  officers,  and  in 
the  hearing  of  Charley,  remarked,  44  The  scheme  will  not  do."  Charley  concluded 
this  was  the  moment  for  his  returning  to  the  marquis.  He,  as  soon  ns  possible, 
plied  his  comrades  with  grog  till  they  were  well  warmed,  and  then  opened  his 
masked  battery.  He  complained  of  the  wants  that  prevailed  in  the  British  camp, 
commended  the  supplies  with  which  the  American  abounded,  expressed  his  in- 
clination to  return,  and  then  asked,  44  What  say  you,  will  you  go  with  inc?" 
They  agreed.  It  was  left  with  him  to  manage  as  to  the  sentries.  To  the  first 
be  offered,  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  the  taking  a  draught  of  rum  out  of  his  can- 
teen. While  the  fellow  was  drinking,  Charley  secured  his  arms,  and  then  pro- 
posed his  deserting  with  them,  to  which  he  consented  through  necessity.  The 
62 


Digitized  by  Google 


978 


DIARY  OF  TILE  REVOLUTION. 


[1781. 


a  small  party  was  sent  out  against  them,  to  dislodge  them ; 
each  side  continuing  to  reinforce,  at  length  the  whole  of  Gen- 
eral Wayne's  division  were  engaged  ;  they  drove  the  advance 
detachment  back  to  their  lines,  and,  without  stopping  there, 
attacked  the  whole  British  army,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle, 
and  charged  them  with  their  bayonets.  The  action  was  obsti- 
nate for  the  little  time  it  lasted,  but  the  disproportion  of  num- 
bers was  too  great.  The  marquis  arrived,  in  person,  time 
enough  to  order  a  retreat,  and  to  bring  off  the  Pennsylvania 
troops  before  they  were  surrounded,  which  the  enemy  were 
endeavoring  to  effect,  being  able  greatly  to  outflank  them. 
Cornwallis  did  not  pursue  them  more  than  half  a  mile  in  the 
retreat,  apprehending  that  the  rest  of  the  Americans  were  near 
enough  to  support  them,  and  not  choosing  to  risk  a  general 
engagement.  The  Americans  lost  two  field-pieces,  which 
could  not  be  brought  off,  all  the  horses  belonging  to  them  be- 
ing killed.  Captain  Savage  did  great  execution  with  a  third 
field-piece  under  his  command,  situated  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  rake,  with  grape  shot,  a  solid  column  of  the  enemy  on  their 
inarch,  with  which  he  cut  lanes  through  them,  and  repeatedly 
drove  them  back  with  the  utmost  confusion.  The  riflemen 
and  light-infantry  were  of  great  service,  and  gave  the  British 
some  well-directed  and  very  heavy  fires.  The  whole  of  the 
American  troops  which  were  engaged  that  day,  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  eleven  hundred.  Wayne's  division  lost  one  hun- 
dred and  seven  privates  and  non-commissioned  officers,  killed, 

second  was  served  in  like  manner.  Charley  Morgan  by  his  management  car- 
ried off  seven  deserters  with  him.  When  ho  had  reached  the  American  army,  and 
was  brought  to  head-quarters,  the  marquis,  upon  seeing  him,  cried  out,  "Hal 
Charley,  are  you  got  back  ? "  44  Yea ;  and  please  your  excellency,  and  have 
brought  seven  more  with  me,"  was  the  answer.  When  Charley  had  related  the 
reason  of  his  returning,  and  the  observations  he  had  made,  the  marquis  offered 
him  money,  but  he  declined  accepting  it,  and  only  desired  to  have  his  gun  again. 
The  marquis  then  proposed  to  promote  him  to  the  rank  of  a  corporal  or  a  ser» 
geant.  To  this  Morgan  replied,  44 1  will  not  have  any  promotion.  I  have  abilities 
for  a  common  soldier,  and  have  a  good  character ;  should  I  be  promoted,  my 
abilities  may  not  answer,  and  I  may  lose  my  character."  He  however  nobly  re- 
quested for  his  fellow-soldiers,  who  were  not  so  well  supplied  with  shoes,  stockings, 
and  clothing  as  himself,  that  the  marquis  would  promise  to  do  what  he  could  to 
relieve  their  distresses,  which  he  easily  obtained.— Gvrdon,  iv.  118. 
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wounded,  and  missing,  and  twelve  commissioned  officers,  among 
the  last,  Captain  Stakes,  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  Captain  Cun- 
ningham, in  the  foot,  both  slightly.  The  Americans  suffered  no 
loss  of  any  consequence,  except  in  General  Wayne's  division. 

The  British,  immediately  after  the  action,  which  ended 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  crossed  James  River.  The 
whole  array  were  crossed  over  in  the  morning,  excepting  a 
part  of  their  light-horse,  for  which  they  had  boats  ready  to 
bring  them  over  instantly,  in  case  of  an  emergency.  Saturday 
aftenioon,  or  evening,  they  crossed  also. 

Those  of  the  wounded  Americans  who  were  left  on  the 
field,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty-five,  were  treated  by  the 
British  with  more  humanity  than  usual,  and  were  left  behind. 

Comwallis,  finding  among  the  killed  and  wounded  none  but 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  from  that  circumstance,  and  the  in- 
formation of  his  prisoners,  having  learned  that  only  that  line, 
with  a  few  riflemen  and  light-infantry,  had  been  in  the  action, 
found  greater  cause  of  chagrin  that  such  a  handful  6f  men 
should  have  made  60  spirited  an  attack  upon  his  army,  than 
of  exultation  for  having  repulsed  them. 

It  is  said  a  part  of  the  British  troops  are  embarking  for 
New  York,  that  a  garrison  will  be  left  at  Portsmouth,  and  the 
rest  probably  go  to  the  southward.  The  marquis  is  moving 
up  James  River.1 

July  9. — Lsr  the  evening  of  the  2d,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Emmerick  marched  with  one  hundred  men,  drawn  from  the 
regiments  of  the  line,  from  the  encampment  near  Fljfht  Bt  Kit)fPh 
New  York,  to  Phillips'  house  ;  as,  the  next  moni-brid«e'N<w  York- 
ing,  a  number  of  wagons,  under  an  escort  of  two  hundred  foot, 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Captain  Moor's  troop  of  light  dra- 
goons, dated  Holt's  Forge,  New  Kent  county,  July  11 ;  in  the  New  Jersey  Gazette, 
August  8.  The  same  writer,  in  concluding  his  letter,  says  :— 44 1  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  the  marquis  in  a  most  amiable  point  of  view,  visiting  the  wounded  offi- 
cers nod  soldiers,  going  from  man  to  man,  examining  into  their  situation,  their  at* 
tendance,  their  wants,  and  giring  every  possible  care  that  all  things  necessary 
should  be  furnished — a  conduct  which,  while  it  does  honor  to  the  humanity  and 
goodness  of  his  heart,  cannot  fail  to  engage  him  the  affections  of  the  soldiery, 
and  endear  the  name  of  La  Fayette  to  every  American. 


Digitized  by  Google 


980 


DIAKY  OF  Tint  RK VOLUTION. 


and  thirty  monnted  Yagers,  were  to  bo  sent  to  the  same  place 
for  some  hay.  But  about  ten  o'clock  the  same  evening,  intel- 
ligence was  received  of  General  Washington's  army  having 
been  at  Sing  Sing  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant.  It  was 
therefore  resolved  to  leave  the  wagons  within  the  lines,  and 
send  the  detachment  to  recall  Colonel  Emmerick.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  De  Prueschenck,  with  the  following  officers  under  his 
command,  viz.  :  Captain  Ilenricks,  Captain  De  Wangenheim, 
Lieutenant  Schaefer,  Lieutenant  De  Deimar,  and  Lieutenant 
De  Baltholinai,  left  the  camp  at  daybreak,  and  having  left 
Kingsbridge,  would  not  pass  a  series  of  defiles  before  he  had 
reconnoitred  Fort  Independence ;  he  therefore  ordered  his  ad- 
vanced guards,  under  Lieutenant  Schaefer,  and  another  party, 
of  a  sergeant  and  ten  men,  to  examine  the  fort  and  its  environs. 
It  being  not  yet  quite  day,  these  parties  did  not  perceive  the 
rebels  drawn  up  in  a  line  of  battle,  till  they  were  within  ten 
yards  of  them,  when  they  received  their  fire,  returned  it,  and 
fell  back  to  a  proper  distance.  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Prues- 
chenck immediately  and  with  great  resolution  and  presence  of 
mind,  endeavored  to  gain  the  height  in  the  rear  of  the  fort, 
and  though  he  received  the  rebels'  whole  fire,  succeeded  so  far 
as  to  take  possession  of  the  ruins  of  a  house  which  was  former- 
ly fortified  by  Colonel  Emmerick.  From  this  place  he  attack- 
ed the  rebels  in  their  advantageous  position,  intending  to  dis- 
lodge them  ;  but,  observing  a  battalion  with  flying  colors  in  the 
fort,  finding  their  superiority  of  numbers,  being  furiously  at- 
tacked with  the  bayonet,  and  at  the  same  time  seeing  no  pos- 
sibility of  gaining  any  ground  to  his  advantage,  he  resolved  to 
fall  back  under  the  cannon  in  diaries'  redoubt ;  but  the  rebels 
pressing  too  hard  upon  him,  and  his  infantry,  on  account  of 
the  narrow  passage,  beginning  to  lose  ground,  and  being  appre- 
hensive of  sustaining  some  loss  in  repassing  the  defile  in  such 
a  situation,  he  ordered  his  cavalry  under  Lieutenant  Flies,  to 
charge  the  advancing  enemy.  This  had  the  expected  effect ;  the 
rebels  stopped,  the  Yagers  formed  again  and  recommenced  the 
attack  with  redoubled  vigor,  obliged  the  rebels  to  quit  the  fort, 
and  drove  them  from  the  heights  as  far  as  Deveaux's  house, 
taking  possession  of  the  ground  they  had  quitted.    At  this  time 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Wurm  arrived  with  the  rest  of  the  Yager 
corps  from  Kingsbridge,  and  took  possession  of  the  rising 
ground  between  the  Bridge  and  Fort  Independence,  recon- 
noitred the  enemy's  new  position,  extending  from  Miles-squaro 
road  over  the  height  to  William's  Bridge,  with  a  thick  wood 
in  their  rear,  plainly  indicating  a  design  to  conceal  their  real 
strength.  As  repeated  intelligence  was  received  that  three 
hundred  French  horse  covered  the  enemy's  left  at  William's 
Bridge,  Colonel  De  Wurm  acted  with  precaution,  and  did 
not  think  proper  to  risk  another  attack ;  but  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Emmerick  retreating  over  Spuyten  Duyvil,  and  being 
cut  off  by  the  rebels'  position,  (two  hundred  men  being  arrived 
at  this  time  from  the  regiments  of  the  line,  and  the  refugees 
from  Morrisania  having  joined,)  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  force  the  rebels  from  their  ground,  to  give  Colonel  Emmer- 
ick an  opportunity  of  joining  by  the  way  of  Cortlandt's  house, 
still  in  possession  of  the  rebels.  The  Yagers  moved  forward 
and  took  possession  of  Cortlandt's  Bridge ;  the  refugees  and  the 
advanced  parties  of  the  Yagers  engaged  the  rebels'  advanced 
posts  and  drove  them  to  their  main  body,  which  immediately 
filed  off  to  the  left,  and  retreated  towards  William's  Bridge. 
The  passage  being  now  open,  Colonel  Emmerick  was  desired 
to  leave  Spuyten  Duyvil  and  to  join,  which  he  did,  and  informed 
General  De  Losberg  that  he  drew  two  hundred  rebels  into  his 
ambuscade  at  Phillips'  house,  of  which  he  killed  three  and 
took  nine ;  that  the  rebel  army  was  moving  in  two  columns, 
•  (one  of  which  was  already  seen  on  Valentine's  Hill  advancing 
towards  Cortlandt's  Bridge.)  The  troops  were  now  ordered  to 
fall  back  to  their  former  position,  leaving  one  hundred  Yagers 
at  Fort  Independence,  and  observe  all  the  motions  of  General 
Washington's  army,  who  himself  reconnoitred  Spuyten  Duyvil 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  At  four  o'clock  the  troops 
moved  into  the  lines  and  to  their  encampment. 

The  loss  of  the  Yagers  is  three  men  killed ;  one  officer,  one 
sergeant,  twenty-six  men  wounded,  and  five  missing.  That  of 
the  rebels  is  very  considerable  ;  intelligence  was  received  that 
they  embarked  one  hundred  and  one  wounded  men  at  Sing 
Sing,  and  sent  them  up  the  North  River,  besides  a  great  many 
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who  died  of  their  wounds  before  they  reached  that  place,  and 
one  officer  and  seventeen  men  who  were  left  on  the  field,  with 
seventeen  stands  of  arms.1 

July  11. — The  rebel  chiefs  are  put  to  their  trumps  to  keep 
their  party  alive,  under  the  increasing  diffidence  of  the  people 
Rtrinrfon.  a^er  60  many  repeated  impositions.  The  current 
lie  lately  minted  at  New  Windsor,  New  York,  to 
bring  out  the  militia  once  more  to  the  Shambles,  is  that  the 
French  fleet  from  the  West  Indies  is  soon  to  appear  off  New 
York,  from  which  it  is  added,  the  British  are  preparing  to  run 
away.  And  thus  they  are  promised,  if  they  will  rise,  plunder 
and  victory  without  fighting  and  bloodshed.  To  give  color  to 
this  new  fraud,  the  French  are  brought  forward  from  Rhode 
Island  ;  wagons  are  moving  night  and  day  with  flour  from  the 
westward  ;  some  troops  detached  to  meet  the  French  in  West- 
chester county  from  Washington's  pitiful  army  in  the  High- 
lands, and  the  eastern  road  is  encumbered  with  mortars,  cannon, 
and  stores,  dragged  from  Boston.  But  neither  vaunting  and 
confident  assurances,  nor  guileful  pretexts,  will  any  longer 
suffice  to  form  the  host,  which,  according  to  the  Congress  re- 
solve of  the  21st  of  September  last,  was  by  the  1st  of  January 
to  have  amounted  to  thirty  odd  thousand. 

George !  George !  the  paralytic  state  of  your  cause  is  too  man- 
ifest to  deceive  a  people  who  have  bought  wisdom  at  the  ex- 
pense of  their  fortunes  and  blood.    Thev  remember 

To  Washington.  *  " 

the  flagitious  fib  uttered  in  general  orders  to  your 
whole  army  on  the  20th  of  August,  1776  : 

"  The  general  being  informed,  to  his  great  surprise,  that  a 
report  prevails  and  is  industriously  spread  far  and  wide,  that 
Lord  Howe  has  made  proposals  of  peace,  his  duty  obliges  him 
to  declare  that  no  such  offers  have  been  made  by  Lord  Howe  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  best  intelligence  we  can  procure, 
the  army  may  expect  an  attack  as  soon  as  the  wind  and  tide 
prove  fair."' 

Bo  you  wonder,  after  this,  that  the  American  husband- 

* 

1  Rivington's  Gazette,  July  14. 

•  See  extract  from  Ichabod  Lewis's  parole  book,  published  in  RjTington's 
Gazette,  April  11,  1781. 
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men  no  longer  flock  to  your  perfidious  standard  ?  And  can 
you  think  so  contemptibly  of  your  countrymen  as  to  imagine 
that  they  do  not  discern  your  plans  through  the  cobweb  you  are 
throwing  over  the  distress  of  your  partisans  for  establishing  a 
tyranny  in  America,  after  perusing  your  letter  of  the  28th  of 
March  last,  to  Mr.  Harrison,  who  left  your  Congress  at  little 
York,  for  fighting  the  overtures  to  peaceful  negotiations  with 
General  Howe,  communicated  by  Mr.  John  Brown  ?  Your  own 
words  in  that  letter  are  too  well  remembered  not  to  disclose  the 
intention  of  the  artifices  now  practising  upon  the  people  :— 

"  You  will  readily  perceive  from  the  foregoing,  that  there 
is  little  probability  of  adding  to  the  force  already  ordered 
to  the  southward  ;  for,  should  the  battalions  from  New  Jersey 
to  New  Hampshire,  inclusive,  be  completed,  (a  thing  not  to  be 
expected,)  we  shall,  after  the  necessary  detachments  for  the 
frontiers  and  other  purposes  are  made,  have  an  army  barely 
sufficient  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  in  New  York." 

Deny  this  letter  if  you  dare,  murderer  of  Andre  !  murderer 
of  those  Americans  who  sought  liberty,  but  have  lost  their 
lives  in  your  baneful  projects  and  services,  by  trusting  to  the 
never  to  be  forgotten  false  and  bloody  orders  of  1776." 

Jcxt  17. — Congress  have  had  before  them  a  number  of 
official  letters  from  the  ministry  in  Britain,  to  their  command- 
er-in-chief, and  other  heads  of  departments  in  Ea^mA%  p u 
America;  they  were  intercepted  in  a  packet  Dte0°™«i 
taken  in  Europe,  and  transmitted  by  Dr.  Franklin.  By  the 
letters  of  Lord  G.  Germaine  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  it  appears 
that  the  expectation  of  a  speedy  conquest  was  fully  impressed 
on  the  British  cabinet,  and  that  administration  already  re- 
gretted  their  proffered  clemency,  (through  their  commissioners,) 
held  out  in  their  proclamations.  He  observes  to  General  Clin- 
ton and  the  other  commissioners,  that  their  offers  of  pardon 
were  not  sufficiently  guarded  with  exceptions,  and  that  the 
supplicants  for  pardon  being  re-admitted  into  a  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  rights  exercised  under  their  former  connection, 

1  Rirlngton's  Gazette,  July  11. 
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was  more  than  government  ever  intended  to  grant,  or  in  other 
words,  that  they  meant  to  deprive  them  of  their  characters, 
and  constitute  their  governments  more  to  the  will  of  the  Parlia- 
ment. He  expresses  much  satisfaction  at  the  general's  infor- 
mation, that  there  were  more  provincials  in  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vice in  America,  than  that  of  the  United  States ;  but  laments 
the  mortifying  reflection,  that  under  these  circumstances,  the 
rebellion  should  have  continued  so  long.  His  lordship  repre- 
hends General  Clinton's  generosity  in  recommending  so  many 
of  the  provincial  corps  to  be  put  on  the  British  establishment, 
and  then,  secure  of  victory,  gives  such  a  construction  to  his 
Majesty's  directions  on  that  subject,  as  to  restrict  the  benefits 
of  it  to  very  few. 

These  instances  serve  to  show  (if  it  remained  to  be  proved) 
what  would  be  the  treatment  of  the  friends  to  America  in  it, 
if  his  (Germaine's)  imaginary  ideas  of  success  were  to  be  re- 
alized. No  sooner  have  they  any  foundation  for  such  a  hope, 
than  they  begin  to  estimate  the  value,  and  regret  the  loss,  of 
estates  secured  under  former  submissions,  and  wish  to  dis- 
charge  from  their  service,  without  the  rewards  held  out  former- 
ly, those  whom  they  have  seduced  to  be  instrumental  hi  ac- 
complishing their  supposed  conquests.  Lord  G.  Germaine 
speaks  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia  as  totally  reduced,  and  has 
no  doubt  but  that  Virginia  must  immediately  yield  to  the  ac- 
tivity and  enterprise  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  supported  by  so 
powerful  an  army.  His  lordship  speaks  of  an  expedition 
which  had  been  projected  against  the  Chesapeake,  approves 
of  it,  and  urges  General  Clinton  to  push  it  with  vigor.  It  was 
intended  to  6end  a  number  of  troops  to  the  head  of  it  to  act 
against  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  establish  a  place  of 
security  for  the  reception  of  the  loyal  subjects  in  those  States. 
The  reverse  of  fortune  to  the  southward  hath  probably  delayed 
the  execution  of  this  plan,  and  we  hope  the  event  of  the  oper- 
ations there  and  elsewhere,  will  oblige  the  enemy  totally  to 
*  abandon  it.  It  appears  from  Germaine's  letters,  that  they  in- 
tended to  fix  a  permanent  port  at  Elizabeth  River.* 

.    1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Philadelphia  in  the  PennsjWania  Packet,  Auguat  2. 
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July  20. — On  Sunday  evening,  the  15th  instant,  two 
sloops  of  war,  two  tenders,  and  one  galley,  all  British,  came  np 
Action  »t  Tarry-  Hudson  River,  with  intention,  as  is  supposed,  to 
town,  New  York,  ^troy  the  stores  then  moving  from  "West  Point 
to  the  army.  There  were  at  that  time  two  sloops  going  down 
the  river,  laden  with  cannon  and  powder.  As  soon  as  they 
discovered  the  enemy,  they  put  about  and  stood  in  for  Tarry- 
town,  where  they  ran  aground.  The  enemy  having  a  fair  wind 
and  tide,  came  up  the  river  so  fast  that  it  was  impossible  to 
march  infantry  down  in  time  to  unload  or  protect  the  stores, 
as  there  were  no  troops  at  Tarry  town,  except  a  sergeant's 
guard  of  French  infantry.  Colonel  Sheldon  (whose  regiment 
lay  at  Dobb's  Ferry)  immediately  marched  his  mounted  dra- 
goons to  the  place,  where  he  ordered  his  men  to  dismount  and 
assist  to  unload  the  stores,  which  was  done  with  great  despatch. 
By  this  time  the  enemy  having  come  to  anchor  off  Tarry  town, 
began  a  heavy  cannonade,  under  cover  of  which  they  sent  two 
gunboats  and  four  barges  to  destroy  the  vessels.  Captain 
llurlbert,  of  the  second  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  was  sta- 
tioned on  board  one  of  them  with  twelve  men,  armed  only  with 
pistols  and  swords  ;  he  kept  his  men  concealed  till  the  enemy 
were  alongside,  when  he  gave  them  a  fire,  which  they  returned 
and  killed  one  of  his  men.  Captain  llurlbert  finding  himself 
surrounded,  ordered  his  men  to  jump  overboard  and  make  for 
the  shore,  which  they  did,  he  following ;  the  enemy  immedi- 
ately boarded  and  set  fire  to  the  vessels,  but  were  obliged  im- 
mediately to  retire,  owing  to  the  severe  fire  that  was  kept  up 
by  the  dragoons  and  French  guard.  Captain  llurlbert,  Cap- 
tain-Lieutenant Miles,  Quartermaster  Shaylor,  and  others,  jump- 
ed into  the  river  and  made  for  the  sloops,  in  order  to  extin- 
guish the  fire,  which  they  did,  and  saved  the  vessels ;  while 
in  the  water,  Captain  Hurlbert  received  a  musket  ball  through 
the  thigh,  but  is  now  in  a  fair  way  to  do  well.  About  day- 
light, General  Howe  arrived  with  a  division  of  troops  and 
some  artillery,  a  battery  was  opened  on  the  enemy,  which 
obliged  them  to  slip  their  cables  and  fall  down  the  river  about 
two  miles,  where  they  continued  till  Tuesday  about  noon,  when 
General  Howe  again  opened  a  battery  on  them,  and  obliged 
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them  to  make  sail  up  the  river.  They  continued  near  Tallers 
Point  till  near  Thnrsday,  during  which  they  sent  their  gun- 
boats on  shore,  and  burnt  the  elegant  house  of  Captain  Robert, 
at  Haverstraw.  About  noon,  taking  advantage  of  a  fair  wind 
and  tide,  they  made  sail  and  stood  down  the  river.  When 
coming  near  Dobb's  Ferry,  (where  the  Americans  had  erected 
a  battery  of  two  eighteen-pounders,  two  French  brass  twelve, 
and  seven  half-inch  howitzers,)  they  (the  Americans)  com- 
menced a  heavy  fire  on  them  from  the  works,  on  both  sides 
of  the  river ;  the  British  returned  the  fire,  but  did  not  the  least 
damage.  The  largest  of  their  ships  sustained  the  greatest 
damage,  many  shot  were  fired  through  her,  and  one  of  our 
shells  bursting  on  board  her,  threw  them  into  great  confusion  ; 
eighteen  or  twenty  of  their  men  jumped  overboard,  three  or 
four  of  whom  swam  on  shore,  and  the  rest  are  supposed  to  be 
drowned.1 


Jclt  26. — Lord  Cornwallib  has  returned  over  James 
River  to  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  having  detached  all  his  cavalry 
to  Carolina.    Most  disgracefully  has  he  finished 

Cornwallla.  °  " 

a  plundering  excursion  into  the  heart  of  Virginia. 
It  is  now  clear  that  all  ideas  of  conquest  arc  ended  with  his 
lordship.  To  the  immortal  honor  of  Virginia,  scarcely  a  citi- 
zen of  that  State  joined  the  enemy ;  they  abandoned  and  lost 
all,  sooner  than  take  refuge  under  the  standards  of  the  British.* 

New  Jersey  Gazette,  August  8.  General  Washington,  in  the  general  order* 
of  Jul?  19,  notices  this  affair  as  follows: — "The  Commander-in-chief  is  exceed- 
ingly  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  Major-General  Howe,  for  marching  with  so  much 
alacrity  and  rapidity  to  the  defence  of  the  stores  at  Tarrytown,  and  repulsing  the 
enemy  from  thence.  He  requests  General  Howe,  and  all  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  American  and  French  armies  who  were  employed  on  the  occasion,  to  ac- 
cept this  public  acknowledgment  of  their  services. 

"  The  gallant  behavior  and  spirited  exertions  of  Colonel  Sheldon  and  Captain 
Hurlbert,  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons ;  Captain-Lieutenant  Miles  of  the  artil- 
lery, and  Lieutenant  Shaylor  of  the  4th  Connecticut  regiment,  previous  to  the  ar- 
rival  of  the  troops,  in  extinguishing  the  flames  of  the  vessels  which  had  been  set 
on  fire  by  the  enemy,  and  preserving  the  whole  of  ths  ordnance  and  stores  from 
destruction,  entitle  them  to  tho  most  distinguished  notice  and  applause  of  their 
general." 

•  New  Jersey  Gazette,  August  15. 
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During  Benedict  Arnold's  military  speculations  in  Vir- 
ginia, he  took  an  American  captain  prisoner.  After  some 
general  conversation  with  the  captain,  he  asked  ,  . .  ^ 
him  what  he  thought  the  Americans  would  do  Arnold 
with  him  if  they  caught  him  ?  The  captain  at  first  declined 
giving  him  an  answer,  but  upon  being  repeatedly  urged  to  it, 
he  said  :  "  Why,  sir,  if  I  must  answer  your  question  you  must 
excuse  my  telling  you  the  plain  truth  ;  if  my  countrymen 
should  catch  you,  I  believe  they  would  first  cut  off  that  lame 
leg,  which  was  wounded  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  virtue, 
and  bury  it  with  the  honors  of  war,  and  afterwards  hang  the 
remainder  of  your  body  in  gibbets."  1 

August  1. — An  American,  now  confined  on  board  the  Jer- 
sey (vulgarly  called  Hell)  prison-ship  at  New  York  says: — 
"  There  is  nothing  but  death  or  entering  into  the^  Jp^  Prtflon. 
British  service  for  me.  Our  ship  company  is  re-  sl1'^ 
duced  to  a  small  number  (by  death  and  entering  into  the  Brit- 
ish service)  of  nineteen.  There  is  a  partial  cartel  arrived 
which  brought  eleven  prisoners,  and  the  names  of  so  many 
as  make  up  that  number,  sent  from  Boston  by  somebody. 
Damn  the  villain  that  trades  that  way,  though  there  are  many 
such  that  are  making  widows  and  fatherless  children — a  curse 
on  them  all !  The  commissar}'  told  us  one  and  all,  to  the  num- 
ber of  four  hundred  men.  that  the  whole  fault  lays  on  Boston, 
and  we  might  all  be  exchanged,  but  they  never  cared  about 
us  ;  and  he  said  the  commissaries  were  rogues  and  liars. 

"  I  am  not  able  to  give  you  even  the  outlines  of  my  exile; 
but  thus  much  will  I  inform  you,  that  we  bury  from  six  to 
eleven  men  in  a  day ;  we  have  two  hundred  more  sick  and 
falling  sick  every  day  ;  the  sickness  is  the  yellow  fever,  small- 
pox, and  in  short  every  thing  else  that  can  be  mentioned.  I 
had  almost  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  our  morning's  salutation  is, 
4  Rebels,  turn  out  your  dead  I  *  * ' 

August  17. — A  correspondent  at  Salisbury,  in  North  Caro- 

*  New  Jersey  Journal,  August  1.  "  Pennsylvania  Paekct,  Sept.  4. 
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lina,  thus  refers  to  the  commander  of  the  southern  army  :— 
"  Future  ages  will  celebrate  the  name  of  that  illustrious  hero, 

General  Greene    W^°'  ^        ^vity  ftI1<*  6UPeri°r  military  talents, 

has,  for  more  than  eight  months  past,  so  often 
baffled  the  British,  always  superior  in  numbers  and  every 
thing  else  except  valor  and  military  talents.  The  Carolinas 
will  never  forget  General  Greene,  and  the  North  State  in  par- 
ticular will  always  acknowledge  that  it  is  to  his  abilities  and 
perseverance  we  owe  our  present  promising  condition.  lie 
has  inspired  our  people  with  a  spirit  and  confidence  that  rises 
greatly  above  every  opposition  and  distress.  Our  civil  gov- 
ernment has  now  acquired  a  better  tone. 

"  Major  Burnet  and  Colonel  Morris,  two  of  the  general's 
aids-de-camp,  have  gone  to  the  northward,  I  presume  on  busi- 
ly ness  of  great  importance ;  those  two  young  gen- 
southern  Army,  tlemen  are  an  honor  to  their  profession,  and  their 
names  ought  never  to  be  forgotten.  Indeed,  all  that  little 
army  have  done  and  suffered  more  in  the  defence  of  their 
country  than  can  be  expressed."  1 

August  24. — In  the  present  unsettled  state  of  things  in 
America,  when  the  British  are  in  possession  of  a  part  of  the 
Remark  or.  southern  States,  and  when  men's  minds  are  dis- 
caroima  pianier.  tracted  between  a  love  of  property,  and  that  at- 
tention which  should  ever  be  paid  to  the  solemn  agreement* 
entered  into  by  them  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  throw  the  following  remarks  respecting  our 
situation,  upon  paper,  convinced  that  it  is  not  the  case  with 
us,  (as  we  believe  it  to  be  with  the  people  of  England,)  that 
we  are  unable  to  bear  full  liberty.  In  a  republic  where  its 
powers  are  well  poised,  liberty  may  be  better  preserved,  than 
by  any  monarchial  government  we  know  of,  whatever  forms 
may  exist  in  imagination.  Those  who  have  already  enjoyed, 
in  any  degree,  the  benefits  of  this  establishment,  will  not,  we 
presume,  easily  give  it  up,  and  run  infinite  hazards  in  endeav- 
oring to  obtain  one  a  little  better,  even  if  they  have  the  pros- 
pect of  attaining  it. 

1  New  Jersey  Journal,  September  19. 
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The  American  government  is  a  good  one,  and  must  be 
much  better  as  soon  as  we  have  expelled  the  British  from  it, 
and  buried  in  oblivion  those  prejudices  which  have  done  in- 
finitely more  harm  than  any  thing  else.  From  our  unhappy 
divisions,  our  enemies  have  derived  more  benefit  than  they 
have  ever  done  from  the  success  of  their  arms ;  they  have 
taken  the  advantage  of  our  internal  contentions,  and  endeav- 
ored to  crush  us  in  this  moment  of  adversity.  These  unfortu- 
nate dissensions  have  contributed  upon  every  occasion  to  de- 
prive us  of  that  strength  which  is  ever  the  attendant  of  nation- 
al union.  It  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  we  can  ever  enter- 
tain the  same  affection  for  the  people  of  Great  Britain  we  for- 
merly did,  or  even  to  expect  the  renewal  of  those  blessings  we 
enjoyed  under  that  government,  previous  to  the  Stamp  Act. 
While  their  manners  remained  entire,  they  corrected  the  vice 
of  their  laws  and  softened  them  to  their  own  temper,  but  in 
all  their  late  proceedings  we  see  very  few  traces  of  that  gen- 
erosity, humanity,  and  dignity,  which  formerly  characterized 
them.  War  seems  to  have  suspended  all  the  rules  of  moral 
obligation ;  civil  wars  strike  deeply  into  the  manners  of  the 
people,  vitiate  their  politics,  corrupt  their  morals,  and  even 
pervert  the  natural  taste  and  relish  of  equity  and  justice ;  the 
very  names  of  affection  and  kindred,  which  were  the  bond  of 
union  while  we  agreed,  are  now  become  incentives  to  rage  and 
hatred. 

It  is  too  late  to  flatter  ourselves  that  we  shall  not  fall  into 
this  misfortune.  Experience  has  convinced  us  that  we  are  not 
exempt  from  the  ordinary  frailties  of  our  nature,  and  that  we 
have  nothing  to  hope  for  but  from  perseverance^  that  pillar  of 
fire,  which  can  alone  conduct  us  to  the  promised  land.  . 

The  affairs  of  Britain  are  certainly  at  this  time  in  a  most 
distressing  situation  ;  at  war  with  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and 
America.  She  seems  tamely  to  acquiesce  in  the  loss  of  her 
East  and  West  India  possessions,  in  the  destruction  of  her 
commerce,  and  in  the  diminution  of  her  credit,  merely  to 
cherish  the  delusive  idea  of  reducing  America ;  but  after  all 
her  exertions,  she  must  be  convinced  it  is  now  wholly  impossi- 
ble that  America  can  ever  be  conquered.    Not  a  tingle  dis- 
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trict  throughout  our  extensive  continent  has  yet  voluntarily 
submitted.  Even  in  Carolina  and  Georgia  (where  from  the 
loss  of  the  army  in  Charleston,  they  had  the  fairest  opportuni- 
ties) they  now  only  occupy  the  spot  they  encamp  on,  and  no 
more.  Wherever  they  move  they  spread  devastation  and  hor- 
ror, and  their  perfidy  and  cruelties  invariably  tend  to  unite 
the  people  more  firmly  in  their  opposition. 

At  a  time  when  we  are  insulted  by  enemies,  long  accus- 
tomed to  conquer,  when  some  of  our  governments  are  not  so 
well  established  as  we  could  wish,  and  their  existence  endan- 
gered, it  is  too  late  to  inquire  minutely  into  the  causes  which 
have  brought  us  into  this  situation.  The  conjuncture  calls  for 
the  immediate  exertion  of  whatever  wisdom  or  vigor  is  left 
among  us,  and  the  man  who  withholds  his  assistance,  on  any 
pretence,  is  an  enemy  to  his  country.  It  is  a  common  cause, 
in  which  every  one  is  concerned,  and  in  which  all  should  be 
engaged ;  the  blunders  of  the  ruling  powers  should  be  over- 
looked, and  the  gratification  of  personal  animosities  should 
give  way  to  the  public  good  of  the  community.  At  such  a 
crisis,  to  arouse  the  drooping  spirit  of  the  people,  to  encour- 
age the  timid,  to  revive  the  desponding,  and  to  animate  the 
brave,  is  the  duty  of  every  friend  to  his  country  ;  for  by  vigor- 
ously resenting  the  injuries,  and  avenging  the  insults  we  have 
received,  we  lay  the  most  solid  foundation  of  peace,  independ- 
ence, and  safety.1 

August  24. — The  last  division  of  the  Portsmouth  garrison 
arrived  last  evening  at  Yorktown,  in  Virginia.  Gloucester 
A«»<rsat  Point  is  strongly  fortified,  where  Colonel  Dundus 
Yorktown,  v..  commands,  having  with  him  the  80th  regiment, 
that  of  the  Hessian  Prince  Hereditaire,  and  Colonel  Simcoe's. 
The  rest  of  the  army  are  encamped  immediately  in  front  of 
the  town.  At  eight  o'clock  last  night  all  the  light  infantry  and 
the  legion,  marched  towards  Williamsburgh.  It  is  conjectured 
they  have  fallen  in  with  a  certain  Lieutenant-Colonel  Innes 
before  this,  who  commands  the  advance  corps  of  the  Marquis 

1  A  "  Carolina  Planter,"  in  the  PennaylranU  Packet,  August  28. 
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de  la  Fayette's  people.  He  has  been  very  busy  of  late  in  col- 
lecting vast  numbers  of  cattle  for  the  American  army,  and  it 
is  not  improbable  that  the  Colonels  Abercrombie  and  Tarleton 
before  sunset  may  release  a  tolerable  portion  of  them,  if  they 
can  only  overtake  that  body  of  freebooters.  The  marquis's 
main  body  is  about  twenty  miles  from  Williamsburgh ;  a  party 
of  four  hundred  of  them  have  been  routed,  about  twenty 
killed,  and  as  many  made  prisoners  by  Colonel  Tarleton.1 

About  three  o'clock  last  Tuesday  afternoon,  a  very  severe 
action  was  fought  between  the  whale  boat  Surprise,  Captain 
Thompson,  and  her  consort,  both  their  crews  con- Bsttle  ofr  g^^^ 
6isting  of  twenty -six  men,  and  two  rebel  whale  Kew  Jors*Jr- 
boats  belonging  to  Philadelphia,  off  Little  Bamegat,  on  the 
coast  of  New  Jersey.  The  conflict  lasted  more  than  an  hour, 
within  pistol  shot,  in  which  Captain  Thompson  received  a  dan- 
gerous wound  in  the  thigh ;  notwithstanding  which  he  con- 
tinued the  contest,  until  the  rebeU  took  to  their  oars,  first 
throwing  over  four  of  their  dead.  Among  their  number,  it  is 
said,  was  one  of  their  captains,  named  Eccles. 

Captain  Thompson's  behavior  on  this  occasion  does  him 
much  credit,  and  demands  the  tribute  of  praise  from  every 
loyal  heart.  It  is  remarkable  that  after  having  received  a 
swivel  ball  in  his  groin,  he  discharged  his  fusee  twice ;  and  when 
the  anguish  of  his  wound  had  disqualified  him  for  the  more 
active  part  of  the  contest,  he  still  continued  giving  orders  in 
a  supine  posture,  and  exerting  his  men,  who  were  all  refugees, 
not  to  strike  the  colors  to  the  rebels.  This  relation  is  given 
the  public  not  to  magnify  the  action  in  its  immediate  conse- 
quence, but  as  a  clear  testimony  of  the  more  elevated  bravery 
of  those  who  have  nobly  sacrificed  their  domestic  ease  and  en- 
joyments,  to  the  best  of  all  principles,  that  of  loyalty. 

The  rebel  army,  under  the  command  of  General  Washing- 
ton, left  their  encampment  at  "White  Plains,  in  Westchester 
county,  last  Monday,  (20th,)  and  some  of  the  Continental  troops 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  officer,  dated  Yorktown,  Va.,  August  24,  in  Riv- 
ington's  Gazette,  September  1. 
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are  gone  up  the  North  River.   The  French  army  crossed  the 
Hudson  yesterday,  and  proceeded  on  their  march  for  Chatham, 
WMhinftoD'8    eight  miles  from  Elizabethtown,  where  their 
artificers  have  been  building  ovens,  <fcc,  for 


more  than  ten  days.  Part  of  Dayton's  brigade  is  also  at 
Chatham,  in  Jersey,  and  a  York  provincial  regiment  is  now 
stationed  at  a  place  called  Fox  Hall,  four  miles  from  Newark, 
and  seven  from  Elizabethtown ;  so  that  the  number  of  troops 
now  in  that  neighborhood  amount  to  at  least  six  thousand, 
and  their  greatest  distance  from  Staten  Island  is  not  more 
than  nine  miles.1 

August  25. — Rivtnoton,  in  the  Roval  Gazette  of  this  dav, 
republishes*  the  following  proclamation  by  Governor  Living- 

cov.  Linn**™'.  8ton  of  **ew  Jersey,  offering  a  reward  for  Ensign 
reclamation.  Moody  and  his  party,  with  a  counter  proclama- 
tion from  Moody : — 

"  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  persons 
hereinafter  mentioned,  have  been  guilty  of  atrocious  offences, 
and  have  committed  divers  robberies,  thefts,  and  other  felonies 
in  this  State.  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  Honorable  Privy  Council  of  this  State,  to  issue 
this  proclamation,  hereby  promising  the  rewards  herein  men- 
tioned, to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and  se- 
cure in  any  gaol  of  this  State,  any  or  either  of  the  following 
persons  or  offenders,  to  wit:  Caleb  Sweesy,  James  0'IIara, 
John  Moody,  and  Gysbert  Eyberlin,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars  of  the  bills  of  credit  issued  on  the  faith  of  this  State. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  Trenton,  the 
third  day  of  August,  1781,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  America.  "Wil.  Livingston." 

[It  may  be  proper  to  intimate  that  Mr.  Moody  has  succeed- 
ed in  two  enterprises,  twice  interrupting  the  mails  from  the 
eastern  to  the  southern  provinces,  and  carried  them  to  head- 
quarters in  New  York.*] 

1  Gaine's  Mercury,  Augurt  27. 
"  The  proclamation  was  firrt  published  in  the  New 
808,  ante.  *  Note  bj  Rivington. 
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II ce  and  Cry  :  Two  Hundred  Guineas  Reward. 

44  Whereas  a  certain  William  Livingston,  late  an  Attorney- 
at-Law,  and  now  a  lawless  usurper  and  incorrigible  rebel,  stands 
convicted  in  the  minds  of  all  honest  men,  as  well  Mood_v., ConnlcT 
as  in  his  own  conscience,  of  many  atrocious  crimes  Proclamation, 
and  offences  against  God  and  the  king,  and  among  many 
other  treasonable  practices,  has  lately,  with  malicious  and 
murderous  intention,  published  a  seditious  advertisement  in  a 
rebel  newspaper,  offering  a  reward,  of  what  he  calls  two  hun- 
dred State  dollars,  to  an  assassin  who  shall  take  and  deliver 
me  and  three  other  loyalists  into  the  power  of  him,  the  said 
William  Livingston. 

44 1  do  therefore  hereby  promise  to  pay  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  guineas,  true,  money,  to  the  person  or  persons  who 
shall  bring  the  said  William  Livingston  alive  into  New  York, 
and  deliver  him  into  the  custody  of  Captain  Cunningham,  so 
that  he  may  be  duly  lodged  in  the  provost,  till  the  approach- 
ing extinction  of  the  rebellion,  then  to  be  brought  to  trial  for 
his  numerous  crimes  and  offences  aforesaid.  In  the  mean 
time,  if  his  whole  person  cannot  be  brought  in,  half  the  sum 
above  specified  will  be  paid  for  his  eaks  and  nose,  which  are 
too  well  known,  and  too  remarkable  to  be  mistaken.  Observe, 
however,  that  his  life  must  not  be  attempted,  because  that 
would  be  to  follow  his  example  of  exciting  the  villanous  prac- 
tice of  assassination,  and  because  his  death  at  present,  would 
defraud  Jack  Ketch  of  a  future  jpcrqnisitc. 

44  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  in  New  York, 
this  twenty-third  day  of  August,  1781,  (a  style  which  I  have 
surely  as  much  right  to  assume  as  William  Livingston,  or  any 
other  rebel  usuq>er.)  J.  Moody. 

44  The  several  printers  on  the  continent  are  requested  to  in- 
sert the  above  in  their  newspapers." 

August  26. — Colonel  Isaac  Hayne  was,  by  a  mandate 
of  Balfour's,  ignominiously  hanged  in  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, on  the  fourth  instant.    After  the  execution,    Kxocution  „r 
his  young  son  was  permitted  to  carry  his  father's  ColonH  1,a>'n* 
body  and  inter  it  at  his  plantation  at  Ponper,  which  was  done 
.  63 
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on  Sunday  evening  last,  (19th.)  Colonel  Hayne  was  a  most 
amiable  character,  highly  respected,  and  had  a  most  extensive 
influence.  Nothing  could  strike  deeper  at  the  root  of  independ- 
ence than  this  measure,  if  suffered  to  pass  without  retaliation ; 
General  Greene  therefore  has  stopped  all  further  exchanges, 
avowed  his  intention  of  retaliation,  and  issued  a  proclama- 
tion, setting  forth  his  reasons,  let  them  lead  to  what  conse- 
quences they  may.  Our  countrymen  breathe  nothing  but 
revenge  on  this  cruel  occasion  ;  it  will  now  unite  them  stronger 
than  ever,  in  prosecuting  the  war  with  the  greatest  vigor  and 
spite.  Could  the  diabolical  Balfour  fall  into  our  hands  to 
suffer  the  same  ignominious  death,  it  would  be  but  a  small 
recompense  for  the  loss  of  our  worthy  countryman  ;  but  he 
keeps  close  in  his  strongholds  in  Charleston.1 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second  instant,  a  party 
of  Indians  and  Tories,  consisting  of  about  four  hundred,  entered 
the  beautiful  settlement  of  "Warwarsing,  situated  on  the  great 
road  leading  from  Minisink'  to  Esopus,  about  thirty -five  miles 

1  New  Jersey  Gazette,  September  26  and  October  10. 

After  the  reduction  of  Charleston,  Colonel  Hayne  had,  with  some  restrictions 
subscribed  to  a  declaration  of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain ;  but  after- 
ward, from  an  "  open  breach  of  contract "  on  the  part  of  the  British,  and  their 
inability  to  afford  him  the  promised  protection  for  his  alleg'ance,  he  was  led  to 
consider  himself  released  from  his  engagements,  and,  on  solicitation,  took  the 
command  of  a  regiment  of  militia  in  Carolina.  Falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
British  while  in  arms,  he  was  thrown  into  a  loathsome  provost;  and  though  he 
was  at  first  promised  a  trial,  and  had  counsel  prepared  to  justify  his  conduct  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  usages  of  war,  yet  this  privilege  was  finally  refused, 
and  he  was  ordered  for  execution.  The  royal  Lieutenant-governor  Bull  and  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Charleston,  both  loyalists  and  Americans,  in- 
terceded for  his  life.  The  ladies  of  that  town  generally  signed  a  petition  in  his  be- 
half. His  children,  accompanied  by  some  near  relations,  begged  on  their  bended 
knees  for  the  life  of  their  father.  These  intercessions,  "  drew  tears  from  many  a 
hard  eye ; "  but  the  British  commanders  were  inflexible.  Colonel  Huyne  sub- 
mitted to  his  destiny  with  decent  firmness,  composure,  and  dignity.  "Thus  fehV 
says  Doctor  Ramsey,  "in  the  bloom  of  life,  a  brave  officer,  a  worthy  citizen,  • 
just  and  upright  man,  furnishing  an  example  of  heroism  in  death,  that  extorted 
a  confession  from  his  enemies,  that  though  he  did  not  die  in  a  good  cause,  he  must 
at  least  have  acted  from  a  persuasion  of  its  being  8o."-M»«'  Ann/U*,  ii.  337. 

■  Minisink  is  situated  among  the  Shawangunk  Mountains,  about  twelve  miles 
from  Goshen,  in  Orange  county,  New  York. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1781.] 


BURNING  OF  WARWARSING. 


995 


from  the  former.  At  their  first  coming  to  the  place,  they  were 
hailed  by  a  sentinel  who  was  at  the  gate  of  a  picket  fort 
where  there  was  a  sergeant's  guard  kept,  (which  Burn,n(f  of 
were  the  only  soldiers  in  that  quarter ;)  they  not  Wwwareln«- 
making  any  answer,  induced  the  sentinel  to  fire,  and  run  with- 
in the  fort,  which  alarmed  the  garrison.  The  enemy  kept  up 
a  constant  fire  upon  the  fort  for  some  time,  but  without  effect, 
and  at  last  retired  in  confusion,  with  the  loss  of  three  killed 
and  two  wounded.  They  then  proceeded  to  burning  and 
plundering  the  place.  The  inhabitants  being  alarmed  by  the 
firing  at  the  fort,  all  made  their  escape,  except  one,  John 
Kittle,  whom  they  killed.  The  loss  of  these  poor  people*  is 
very  great ;  the  fate  of  an  hour  reduced  them  from  a  state  of 
ease  and  affluence  to  want  and  beggary.  Thirteen  elegant 
dwelling-houses  with  all  the  out-buildings  and  furniture,  four- 
teen spacious  barns  filled  with  wheat,  besides  barracks,  stables, 
stacks  of  hay,  and  grain,  were  all  consumed  ;  between  sixty 
and  seventy  horses,  mostly  very  fine,  and  a  great  number  of 
cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  were  driven  off.  Colonel  Pawling, 
getting  intelligence  of  the  above,  immediately  collected  about 
two  hundred  New  York  levies  and  militia,  and  pursued  them 
about  forty  miles,  but  was  not  able  to  overtake  them.  It  ap- 
pears that  they  fled  in  confusion,  as  they  left  a  considerable 
quantity  of  their  plunder  behind  them  in  many  places.  By  a 
white  man  who  has  been  with  them  for  three  years,  and  made 
his  escape  while  Warwarsing  was  in  flames,  we  learn  that  this 
party  was  from  Niagara,  and  that  they  were  four  weeks  and 
three  days  on  their  way  ;  that  they  were  exceedingly  distressed 
for  want  of  provisions,  insomuch  that  they  eat  up  their  pack- 
horses  and  dogs.  He  adds  that  the  garrison  of  Niagara  was  in 
a  melancholy  situation  for  want  of  provisions  and  the  necessa- 
ries of  life  ;  and  that  the  Tories  there  most  bitterly  execrate 
the  day  they  were  deluded  by  the  tyrant  emissaries  to  take  up 
arms  against  their  native  country.1 

August  27. — A  writer  of  South  Carolina  presents  the  fol- 

1  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  October  8. 
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lowing  address  to  Lord  Cornwallis : — "  My  lord, — As  a  gen- 
erous enemy  I  mean  to  address  you  with  eandor.  I  possess  not 
••]>»ni«iM-*  to  the  acrimony  of  a  satirist  nor  the  disposition  to 
cornwmuia.  encourage  it.  I  wish  only  to  approach  you  with 
the  confidence  of  truth,  and  by  telling  you  what  you  really 
are,  make  vou  reflect  on  what  you  really  may  be. 

"  Your  panegyrist  in  the  Charleston  paper,  has  labored  to 
give  a  brilliant  and  finished  portraiture  of  your  military  char- 
acter. What  he  says  of  your  qualities  I  believe  in  general 
terms  to  be  true.  Your  mental  powers,  I  am  told,  are  height- 
ened and  refined  by  a  erenteel  and  liberal  education,  and  your 

... 

commerce  with  the  world,  it  is  said,  has  taught  you  a  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  motives  of  action,  and  the  principles  which  are 
best  calculated  to  impose  upon  the  credulity  of  the  world. 

"  To  give  a  polish  to  your  military  achievements,  I  observe 
by  your  public  letters,  is  the  peculiar  object  of  your  attention  ; 
the  great  outlines  by  which  truth  alone  is  to  be  ascertained, 
are  so  lost  in  the  pomp  of  your  descriptions,  that  the  garb 
seems  better  suited  to  the  glitter  of  a  Roman  triumph,  than 
the  ornament  of  a  little  action.  But  you  wrested  the  laurels 
from  the  conqueror  of  Burgoyne,  and  fought  the  battle  of  Cam- 
den ;  yes,  my  lord,  you  did  ;  and  for  your  conduct,  deserve  to  be 
handed  down  to  posterity  with  some  degree  of  credit.  It  was 
a  stroke,  indeed,  severe  and  painful  to  our  interest,  but  you 
did  not  improve  the  advantages  as  a  great  man  ought  to  have 
done ;  it  was  far,  very  far  from  being  decisive,  and  by  no 
means  so  very  important,  my  lord,  as  you  would  fain  make 
your  royal  matter  and  the  world  in  general  believe  it  was. 
Who  can  read  your  publications  without  pitying  our  expiring 
liberties  f  Who  is  there  that  lives  three  thousand  miles  from 
the  scene  of  action,  but  from  your  representation  would  sup- 
pose that  all  America  had  fallen  prostrate  at  your  feet  ?  Had 
Caesar  given  such  a  puff  to  the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  it  would, 
in  the  same  ratio,  have  gone  infinitely  beyond  the  powers  of 
any  language  to  encompass  the  magnitude  of  its  consequences. 
As  it  is,  it  only  runs  parallel  with  your  famous  battle  of  Cam- 
den, and  the  conqueror  of  the  world  now  finds  a  competitor 
for  fame  in  the  Earl  of  Cornwallis. 
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"  The  gloss  given  to  the  battle  of  Guilford  is  equally  inge- 
nious j  but  why  you  should  relate  circumstances  so  palpably 
erroneous,  is  something  so  very  strange,  and  of  a  nature  so 
very  extraordinary,  (when  you  might  have  confined  yourself  to 
truths  that  would  reflect  equal  honor  on  your  conduct  without 
betraying  so  much  ingenuity,)  that  I  am  willing  to  suppose 
your  letter  had  either  been  altered  by  the  ministry  in  England, 
or  that  the  printer,  in  a  fit  of  negligent  industry,  had  published 
the  rough  original  instead  of  the  corrected  copy.  You  assert, 
with  great  confidence,  that  Colonel  Tarleton  had  given  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lee  a  handsome  drubbing  in  the  morning  of 
the  action  ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  that  gallant  partisan 
drove  Tarleton's  dragoons  up  to  the  head  of  the  British  column, 
cut  down  several  of  them  in  their  flight,  killed  a  captain  of  the 
guards,  and  halted  your  whole  army  (which  was  the  object  of 
his  meeting  you)  for  upwards  of  an  hour.  During  your  halt, 
General  Greene  was  busily  employed  in  arranging  his  little 
army  in  order  of  battle.  I  will  here  beg  leave  to  remark,  my 
lord,  that  our  force  consisted  chiefly  of  militia,  and  our  num- 
bers on  that  day  did  not  exceed  three  thousand  three  hundred 
men  ;  the  British  army,  on  the  other  hand,  consisted  of  at 
least  twenty-five  hundred  old  veteran  soldiers,  inured  to 
action,  and  made  firm  by  discipline  to  oppose  them.  When 
you  advanced,  the  British  troops  rushed  on  with  a  confidence 
that  did  honor  to  themselves  and  their  country,  but  it  must  be 
acknowledged,  my  lord,  that  you  met  with  a  warm  reception, 
and  that  the  greater  part  of  the  militia  poured  into  your  ranks 
the  severest  and  longest  fire,  that  perhaps  ever  was  known  by 
any  irregular  body  of  men  upon  any  former  occasion.  Yon 
were  heard  to  acknowledge  at  Cross  Creek,  that  the  Virginia 
militia  were  nearly  equal  to  regulars,  and  that  if  the  North 
Carolinians  had  made  the  same  opposition,  your  army  must 
have  been  inevitably  ruined.  Your  old  veterans  were  several 
times  staggered,  victory  for  some  minutes  appeared  doubtful, 
and  so  very  much  cut  to  pieces  were  they  when  they  got  up 
to  the  Continental  troops,  that  had  it  not  been  for  an  unlucky 
circumstance  which  occasioned  a  part  of  the  Maryland  line  to 
give  way,  we  should  have  balanced  the  battle  of  Camden,  and 
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your  lordship  would  no  longer  have  been  thought  the  Hannibal 
of  the  British  army.  "Whilst  every  thing  was  giving  way,  and 
a  retreat  was  ordered,  the  first  regiment  of  Marylanders  made 
a  charge,  and  being  seconded  by  the  horse,  the  guards  were  cut 
to  pieces,  and  a  check  given  to  the  pursuit  of  your  whole  army  ; 
whilst  Mr.  Tarleton,  at  an  awful  distance,  with  three  times  the 
number  of  horse  that  Colonel  "Washington  had  on  the  field, 
beheld  with  astonishment,  such  an  instance  of  superior  firm- 
ness. Yet,  my  lord,  notwithstanding  those  violent  efforts,  you 
only  lost  between  four  and  five  hundred  men.  Were  I  allow- 
ed  the  liberty  of  judging  upon  this  occasion,  I  should  deter- 
mine nothing  short  of  seven  hundred.  It  is  certain  a  return 
was  brought  from  your  orderly  office,  which  made  your  loss  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken,  six  hundred  and  sixty-three  men, 
exclusive  of  officers ;  but  if  your  loss  was  so  very  trifling  as 
you  affect  to  represent,  how  comes  it  about  that  you  should 
retreat  before  us  with  such  precipitation,  three  days  after  the 
action  ?  And  why  should  your  officers,  part  icularly  those  who 
have  seen  the  longest  service,  declare,  upon  every  occasion, 
that  it  was  the  hottest  and  bloodiest  action,  by  a  very  great 
deal,  that  had  happened  in  America  since  the  revolution  ?  And 
why,  great  sir,  should  you  leave  so  many  of  your  wounded  be- 
hind you  at  New  Jordan,  with  a  request  that  we  should  take 
charge  of  them  in  your  absence  ?  All  these  circumstances 
seem  to  prove  your  loss  to  be  heavy,  and  fix  upon  you  all  the 
consequences  of  a  defeat,  or,  surely,  my  lord,  as  a  great  general, 
you  ought  to  have  fought  us  again.  We  pushed  you  hard, 
you  must  acknowledge,  and  offered  you  opport unities  of  giving 
us  battle  every  day  during  the  pursuit ;  but,  as  if  your  army 
had  been  composed  of  so  many  nimble-footed  Mercuries,  you 
flew  with  the  celerity  of  a  light  corps,  and  by  making  a  timely 
escape  over  Deep  River,  saved  the  destruction  of  your  army. 
You  were  permitted  to  go  and  enjoy  your  visionary  conquests 
in  "Wilmington,  while  General  Greene  moved  into  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  recovered  those  two  States  from 
the  most  oppressive  tyranny.  From  Wilmington  you  took 
your  course  to  Virginia,  triumphing  as  you  went,  in  the  ruin 
of  individuals,  without  one  single  prospect  of  gaining  any  ad- 
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vantage,  either  to  yourself  or  to  the  nation  for  which  you 
tight.  But  here,  my  lord,  I  must  carry  you  back  to  the  mem- 
orable 17th  of  January,  when  the  hero  of  the  British  legion 
delivered  up  his  laurels  to  the  eminently  great  General  Mor- 
gan of  the  American  army.  "What  a  scene  for  a  pen  like 
yours  !  You  have  handled  it  indeed,  my  lord,  with  an  art  pecu- 
liar to  yourself.  No  man  but  you  dare  give  it  such  a  touch  ; 
whils  tit  labors  for  a  ray  of  truth,  it  holds  out  the  speciousness 
of  facts. 

"  You  acknowledge  the  stroke  to  be  unexpected,  but  will  not 
allow  the  consequence  of  a  defeat.  You  say  four  hundred  men 
were  killed,  wounded,  and  taken,  but  that  Tarleton  retook  his 
baggage,  and  gave  Colonel  Washington  a  drubbing.  Is  it 
possible,  my  lord,  that  you  dare  deceive  your  countrymen 
with  such  a  tale  ?  Where  was  the  necessity  of  concealing 
facts  that  must  force  themselves  upon  the  world  ?  If  you  are 
so  ignorant  of  circumstances,  I  will  inform  you  that  upwards 
of  one  hundred  were  killed  on  the  field,  two  hundred  wounded, 
and  that  five  hundred  and  thirty  were  brought  oft'  prisoners, 
after  a  pursuit  of  twenty  miles.  It  was  the  most  finished 
defeat  I  ever  heard  of.  Mr.  Tarleton,  although  at  the  head  of 
three  hundred  cavalry,  was  routed,  and  lost  near  a  hundred  of 
his  best  dragoons,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Washington,  who 
appeared  at  the  head  of  only  ninety.  Whilst  your  favorite 
hero  had  nothing  to  oppose  but  a  few  raw  and  undisciplined 
militia,  he  did  great  wonders,  every  newspaper  was  filled 
with  eulogiums,  and  England  was  intoxicated  with  his  worth. 
But  when  disciplined  soldiers  met  him,  all  the  honors  he  had 
ever  reaped  were  lost,  and  that  same  Tarleton  who  was  but  as 
yesterday  the  terror  of  the  militia,  is  now  the  object  of  their 
ridicule  and  contempt.  You,  my  lord,  owe  some  of  your  fame 
to  this  same  kind  of  success,  as  yet  you  have  never  had  a 
regular  force  equal  to  your  own  to  contend  with  ;  but  I  wish 
not  to  detract  from  your  military  character  ;  it  is  a  good  one, 
and  were  you  engaged  in  any  other  cause  it  would  be  a  great 
one.  You  have,  by  flashes  of  success,  raised  your  name  to  a 
very  considerable  pitch ;  but  take  care  that  some  ill-fated  blow 
does  not  level  you  with  your  friend  Tarleton.    Fortune  is 
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whimsical,  and  often  plays  tricks  with  characters  who  venture 
as  much  as  you  do.  At  present  you  are  the  admiration  of 
your  countrymen,  but  one  ill-fated  stroke  may  make  you  the 
object  of  their  resentment.  America  has  felt  too  sensibly  your 
insults  ever  to  let  an  army  like  yours  trample  upon  her  liber- 
ties while  she  has  the  means  of  preventing  it.  When  your 
royal  master  shall  be  able  to  maintain  a  force  of  two  hundred 
thousand  men  on  the  continent  of  America,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  my  lord,  can  he  possibly  hope  for  conquest  over  a  free 
and  independent  people."  1 

ArousT  29.— A  correspond! :nt  at  Camden,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, says  : — •*  Every  officer  in  the  line  of  the  Southern  army, 
that  was  present,  has  addressed  General  Greene 
1  iiaync.  ^  ^  execution  of  Colonel  Ilayne,  praying 
that  the  Lex  Talionis  shall  follow.  In  consequence  of  which 
the  general  has  issued  his  proclamation  to  that  purpose,  and 
bv  a  rlaj;  sent  to  the  commandant  of  Charleston,  has  forward- 
ed  him  copies  of  the  address  and  proclamation,  which  sets 
forth:  '  That  retaliation  shall  immediately  take  place,  not  on 
the  Tory  militia  officers,  but  it  shall  fall  on  the  heads  of  regu- 
lar British  officers.'  This  will  now  open  a  new  scene  of  blood- 
shed, which  in  the  end  the  British  will  have  reason  sorely  to 
repent.  "We  have  three  British  officers  with  us  prisoners,  who 
are  quaking  with  fear,  on  the  result  of  this  proclamation,  but 
they  are  not  of  sufficient  rank  to  become  objects  ;  they  tell  us 
that  Colonel  Balfour  was  very  averse  to  the  measures  taken 
against  Colonel  Ilayne,  and  throw  all  the  blame  on  Lord  Raw- 
don  and  Colonel  Gould.  However,  this  gains  little  credit  here, 
as  the  character  of  the  commandant  for  his  cruelty,  persecu- 
tion, and  hypocrisy  is  so  well  established,  that  we  are  certain 
that  he  would  not  have  foregone  the  great  pleasure  of  giving 
his  fiat  to  the  execution  of  an  American  for  the  universe,  as 
this  cruel  piece  of  baseness  will  the  more  endear  him  to  his 
sovereign.8 

1  li  Lconidas,"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  Jseptember  2<>. 
'  The   following  is   General  Greene's   proclamation: — A  Proclamation. — 
Whereas  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  present  month,  Colonel  Isaac  Ilayne,  command- 
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"  General  Greene,  with  the  army,  left  Camden  day  before 
yesterday,  on  his  march  towards  the  enemy  at  Oongarees,  and 
we  imagine  he  crossed  at  Friday  Ferry  yesterday.  A  report 
has  just  reached  us  that  the  enemy  the  night  before  last,  on 
receiving  intelligence  of  General  Greene's  movements,  precipi- 
tately left  their  encampment  and  marched  off,  first  setting 
their  huts  and  some  houses  on  fire."  1 

August  31. — Yesterday,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
his  Excellency  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  American  armies, 
accompanied  by  the  Generals  Rochambeau  and   Wnslllnirton  at 
Chastellux,  with  their  respective  suites,  arrived  I'^Kiphix 
in  Philadelphia.    The  general  was  received  by  the  militia 

tog  a  regiment  of  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  was  raptured  by  a 
party  of  British  troops,  and  after  a  rigorous  confinement  in  the  provost  of  Charles- 
ton, most  cruelly  and  unjustifiably  condemned  and  executed,  in  open  violation  of 
the  cartel  agreed  upon  between  the  commanders  of  the  two  armies  for  the  relief 
and  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war. 

And  whereas,  it  is  no  lens  the  duty  than  the  inclination  of  tie  army  to  resent 
every  violence  offered  to  the  good  citizens  of  America,  and  disclaim  those  dis- 
tinctions set  up  for  discriminating  bctwecu  different  orders  of  men  found  in 
arms,  in  support  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and  as  these  vio- 
lences are  intended  to  deter  the  good  people  from  acting  agreeably  to  their  polit- 
ical interest  and  private  inclination,  and  as  the  mode  of  trial  and  puni.-hmcnt 
which  follows  these  discriminations  arc  no  less  opposite  to  the  spirit  of  the  British 
constitution,  than  they  are  an  unwarrantable  attack  upon  the  laws  of  humanity, 
and  the  rights  of  free  citizens  of  these  United  States ;  I  have  therefore  thought 
fit  to  issue  this  my  proclamation,  expressly  declaring  it  to  be  my  intention  to  re- 
taliate for  all  such  inhuman  insults,  as  often  as  they  may  occur. 

And  whereas  the  enemy  seem  willing  to  expose  a  few  deluded  inhabitants  who 
adhere  to  their  interest,  if  they  can  but  have  the  opportunity  of  sacrificing  the  many 
who  appear  in  support  of  our  cause ;  I  do  further  declare  it  my  intention  to  make 
British  Regular  Officers,  and  not  the  deluded  inhabitants  nho  have  joined  their 
army,  subjects  of  retaliation.  But  while  I  am  determined  to  resent  every  insult 
that  may  be  offered  to  the  United  States,  for  supporting  their  independence,  I 
cannot  but  regret  the  necessity  of  appealing  to  measures  so  hurt  fid  to  the  feelings 
of  humanity,  and  so  contrary  to  those  liberal  principles  on  which  I  would  choose 
to  carry  on  the  war. 

Given  at  head-quarters  at  Camden,  the  20th  day  of  August,  1781,  and  in  the 
sixth  year  of  American  Independence. 

By  the  General's  command,  Nathanael  Greene. 

Will  Tierce,  Jr.,  Aid  and  Secretary. 
New  York  Packet,  October  4. 
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light  horse  in  the  suburbs,  and  escorted  into  the  town.  He 
stopped  at  the  city  tavern,  and  received  the  visits  of  several 
gentlemen  ;  from  thence  he  proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Finance,  where  he  now  has  his  head-quarters. 
About  three  o'clock  he  went  up  to  the  State  House,  and  paid 
his  respects  to  Congress.  He  then  returned  to  the  superin- 
tendent's, where  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress, 
with  the  generals  before  mentioned,  General  Knox,  General 
Moultrie,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  had  the  pleasure  of 
dining  with  him.  After*  dinner,  some  vessels  belonging  to  the 
port,  and  then  lying  in  the  stream,  fired  salutes  to  the  difter- 
L-nt  toasts  which  were  drank.  In  the  evening  the  city  was  il- 
luminated, and  his  Excellency  walked  through  some  of  the 
principal  streets,  attended  by  a  numerous  concourse  of  people, 
eagerly  pressing  to  see  their  beloved  general.1 

September  4. — Yesterday,  at  his  seat,  near  Carlisle,  in 
Pennsylvania,  died,  General  AVilliam  Thompson.  Tho»e  who 
General  wim»m  knew  ms  virtues,  will  remember  and  mention  his 
Thump*™  <il*l  cliaracter  with  esteem.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  present  war,  he  took  an  active  and  distinguished  part 
in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Recommended  to  Congress  by  his 
spirit  and  military  knowledge,  by  his  great  popularity,  and  by 
his  zeal  for  the  interest  of  freedom,  he  was  appointed  by  that 
honorable  body  to  the  command  of  the  first  regiment  raised  in 
Pennsylvania.  When  he  joined  the  army  before  Boston,  the 
rank  of  first  colonel  in  the  service  was  assigned  to  him.  At 
the  siege  of  that  place,  intrepidity,  generosity,  hospitality,  and 
manly  candor,  rendered  his  character  the  object  of  uniform 
admiration  and  esteem. 

Fortune,  which  had  hitherto  smiled  upon  him,  forsook  him 
at  a  moment  when  she  promised  to  lift  him  to  the  pinnacle  of 
fame.  In  a  gallant  attack  upon  the  British  at  Three  liners/ 
he  was  made  a  prisoner.  His  captivity  was  long  and  imbit- 
tored  ;  his  sensibility,  generous  and  keen,  was  chiefly  wounded 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  September  1;  and  Gaine's  Mercury,  September  lo; 
nee  also  Thacher's  Military  Journal,  p.  326. 
'  In  Canada,  in  1775. 


Digitized  by  Googl 


GENERAL  WILLIAM  THOMPSON. 


1003 


by  the  reflection  that  he  was  precluded  from  signalizing  him- 
self in  the  defence  of  his  country. 

His  death  is  considered  as  an  event  of  universal  concern 
and  lamentation.  His  funeral  was  the  most  respectable  that 
has  ever  been  known  at  Carlisle.  In  the  great  number  that 
assembled  on  the  melancholy  occasion,  scarcely  was  there  one 
person  to  be  found  who  did  not  drop  a  tear  to  the  memory  of 
the  soldier,  the  patriot,  and  the  friend.1 

September  5. — This  day  an  engagement  between  the  Brit- 
ish fleet,  under  Admiral  Graves,  and  the  French,  commanded 
w   ir  by  De  Grasse,  took  place  off  the  Chesapeake.  The 

Naval  Kn^r»'»pmcnt    "  *  *  1 

off  the  cbcs»i>eake.  ^pgj.  certain  notice  Admiral  Graves  received  of 
the  French  fleet  being  actually  upon  the  coast,  was  from  the 
advanced  ships  of  his  fleet,  this  morning,  when  the  French 
were  seen  at  an  anchor,  extending  from  Cape  Henry  to  the 
centre  of  the  middle  ground,  (a  shoal  so  called,  which  confines 
the  entrance  into  the  Chesapeake,)  apparently  in  three  divi- 
sions. 

As  the  British  fleet  advanced  with  a  fair  wind,  the  French 
got  their  ships  under  sail,  and  extending  themselves  in  a  line 
of  battle  ahead,  stretched  out  to  seaward.  The  British  ran 
down  upon  an  east  and  west  line,  with  the  wind  at  N.N.E., 
formed,  and  put  themselves  into  order  and  preparation  for 
battle.  As  they  advanced  toward  the  shoal  of  the  middle, 
they  were  prepared  to  veer  by  signal,  the  whole  fleet  together, 
to  bring  them  upon  the  same  tack  with  the  French,  who  were 
all  this  time  forming  the  line  as  they  advanced  to  sea. 

The  moment  it  was  no  longer  safe  for  the  British  van  to 
advance  further,  on  account  of  the  shoal,  the  fleet  wore  together, 
and  came  to  the  same  tack  with  the  French,  and  formed  a  line 
ahead  nearly  parallel  with  them,  with  their  main  top-sails 
square,  to  let  the  French  van-guard  advance  until  the  British 
could  operate  to  advantage. 

The  French  came  forward  slowly,  and  showed  twenty -four 
large  ships  of  their  line  of  battle.  The  British  formed  nine- 
teen in  theirs. 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  September  16. 
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The  French  van  had  extended  themselves  considerably  too 
much  from  their  own  centre,  and  seemed  to  present  the  favor- 
able moment  for  attack,  while  the  British  line  had  been  con- 
tinually pressed  down  to  approach  them  as  near  as  possible; 
and  the  moment  the  French  van  betrayed  their  apprehension 
of  our  design  by  bearing  away,  the  signal  for  a  close  action 
was  made,  and  the  signal  for  the  line  taken  down,  that  noth- 
ing might  cross  the  opportunity. 

Rear- Admiral  Drake's  division  composed  the  van  of  the  Brit- 
ish line ;  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  Bart.,  that  of  the  rear. 

The  action  began  at  a  quarter  after  four,  about  the  fourth  or 
fifth  ship,  and  in  a  few  minutes  extended  from  the  van  to  the 
second  ship  astern  of  the  centre.  In  the  van  the  fight  was 
very  close  and  sharp  for  6ome  time,  and  continued  so  until  the 
French  ships  put  before  the  wind  to  prevent  being  cut  up. 
Their  centre  and  rear  then  pushed  forward  and  kept  much  from 
the  wind  as  they  approached  the  British  centre,  appearing  to# 
have  little  more  in  view  than  to  advance  far  enough  to  receive 
their  own  van,  who  were  nearlv  before  the  wind,  and  the  bet- 
ter  to  effect  this  purpose,  they  constantly  declined  close  action 
with  the  centre  of  the  British  fleet. 

Every  necessary  signal  was  made  to  urge  a  close  as  well  as 
general  action,  which  Count  De  Grasse  appeared  desirous  to 
decline,  and  he  did  not  permit  the  British  rear  to  close  with 
him,  which  prevented  that  part  of  the  fleet  from  having  any 
share  of  the  action. 

All  firing  ceased  on  both  sides  soon  after  sunset.  About  ten 
o'clock  it  was  made  known  to  the  British  admiral  by  two  frig- 
ates, which  had  been  sent  throughout  the  line,  that  several  of 
the  ships  of  the  van  were  not  capable  of  keeping  extended  with 
the  enemy,  having  suffered  so  much  in  their  masts  and  rigging, 
they  must  attend  to  their  security  or  be  dismasted  ;  that  two  of 
the  ships  which  came  very  leaky  from  the  West  Indies,  had 
aggravated  their  complaints,  and  one  of  them  could  only  be 
kept  free  with  all  her  pumps.1 

1  The  two  fleets  remained  near  each  other  for  Ave  successive  days,  at  times 
very  close.  The  French,  it  was  visible,  hud  received  much  damage  to  their  vau 
ships,  and  from  thence  quite  on  the  next  ahead  of  the  admiral's  ship  ; — but  our 
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September  6. — This  morning  about  daybreak,  twenty-four 
sail  of  British  shipping  appeared  to  the  westward  of  the  harbor 
of  New  London,  in  Connecticut.  By  many  they  ArmiW  at  New 
were  supposed  to  be  a  plundering  party,  after  stock.  London« Loaa- 
Alarm  guns  were  immediately  fired,  but  the  discharge-  of  can- 
non in  the  harbor  has  become  so  frequent  of  late,  that  they 
answered  little  or  no  purpose.  A  few  of  the  inhabitants  who 
were  equipped,  advanced  towards  the  place  where  the  enemy 
were  thought  likely  to  make  their  landing,  and  manoeuvred  on 
the  heights  adjacent,  until  the  British,  at  about  nine  o'clock, 
landed  in  two  divisions  of  about  eight  hundred  men  each,  one 
of  them  at  Brown's  farm,  near  the  light-house,  the  other  at 
Groton  Point.  The  division  that  landed  near  the  light-house, 
marched  up  the  road,  keeping  out  large  flanking  parties,  who 
were  attacked  in  different  places  on  their  march  by  the  in- 
habitants, who  had  spirit  and  resolution  enough  to  oppose  their 
progress ;  the  main  body  proceeded  to  New  London,  and  set 
fire  to  the  stores  on  the  beach,  and  immediately  after  to  the 
dwelling-houses  lying  on  the  mill  cove.  The  scattered  fire  of 
the  little  parties  of  Americans,  unsupported  by  their  neighbors 

masts  and  yards  had  suffered  much  more,  apparently.  This  enabled  the  French  to 
gain  the  wind,  and  two  changes  of  wind  much  in  their  favor,  prevented  the  British 
recovering  it.  No  time  or  effort  was  neglected  which  could  put  the  British  in 
proper  order ;  for  the  French,  with  their  superiority  of  numbers,  ought  certainly 
to  have  made  an  attack.  On  the  tenth,  the  Terrible  could  no  longer  resist  her 
leaks,  and  the  fleet  was  obliged  to  bring  to,  as  well  to  examine  as  to  give  some 
time  to  shift  some  topmasts.  This  was  done  at  night,  and  the  next  morning  Ad- 
miral Graves  saw  no  more  of  the  French,  who  certainly  pushed  to  regain  the 
Chesapeake,  having  been  driven  a  great  way  to  the  southward. 

The  day  being  calm,  the  Terrible  was  dismantled  nnd  set  on  fire,  and  several 
of  the  West  India  Bquadron,  that  had  very  little  bread  on  board,  Aid  but  a  few 
days'  water,  were  supplied  from  other  ships  of  the  fleet,  when  the  whole  moved  to- 
wards Cape  Henry,  which  we  made  on  the  fourteenth.  Here  we  found  the  French 
fleet  had  placed  themselves  so  advantageously  between  the  sands,  as  to  give  no 
probability  of  our  being  able  to  force  them,  or  gel  any  succor  up  to  York  Kivcr, 
and  as  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  shelter  the  fleet  before  the  approaching 
equinox,  (as  a  gale  of  wind,  by  dismantling  our  ships,  might  do  us  more  injury  than 
a  general  action,)  we  returned  to  New  York. 

The  British  lost  in  the  action  one  lieutenant  nnd  ninety  men  killed,  and  two 
hundred  ami  forty-six  wounded, — one  captain  having  lost  his  leg. — New  York 
GaxetUy  Sept.  24. 
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more  distant,  galled  them  so  that  they  soon  began  to  retire, 
setting  fire  to  stores  and  dwelling-houses  promiscuously  in 
their  way  ;  the  fire  from  the  stores  communicated  to  the  ship- 
ping that  lay  at  the  wharves ;  a  number  were  burnt,  others 
swung  to  singly  and  remained  unhurt.  At  four  o'clock  they 
began  to  quit  the  town  in  great  precipitation,  and  were  pursued 
with  the  spirit  and  ardor  of  veterans  and  driven  on  board  their 
boats.  Five  of  the  British  were  killed,  and  about  twenty 
wounded  ;  among  the  latter  is  a  Hessian  captain,  who  is  a 
prisoner,  as  are  seven  others.  The  Americans  lost  four  killed, 
and  ten  or  twelve  wounded,  none  mortally. 

The  most  valuable  part  of  New  London  is  reduced  to  ashes, 
with  all  the  stores.  Fort  Trumbull  not  being  tenable  on  the 
land  side,  was  evacuated  as  the  British  advanced,  and  the  few 
men  in  it  crossed  the  river  to  Fort  Griswold  on  Groton  Hill, 
which  was  soon  after  invested  by  the  division  that  landed  at 
the  point.  The  fort  having  in  it  only  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  men,  chiefly  militia  hastily  collected,  was  defended 
with  the  greatest  resolution  and  braverv,  and  the  British  were 
once  repulsed  ;  but  the  fort  being  out  of  repair,  could  not  be 
defended  by  such  a  handful  of  men,  though  brave  and  deter- 
mined, against  so  superior  a  number.  They  did  all  that  men 
of  spirit  and  bravery,  in  such  a  situation,  could  do ;  but  after 
having  a  number  of  their  party  killed  and  wounded,  they 
found  that  further  resistance  would  be  in  vain,  and  resigned 
the  fort.  Immediately  on  their  surrender,  the  valiant  Colonel 
Ledyard,  whose  fate  in  a  particular  manner  is  much  lamented, 
and  seventy  other  officers  and  men,  most  of  whom  were  heads 
of  families,  were  murdered.  The  British  lost  a  Major  Mont- 
gomery,* and  forty-one  officers  and  men  in  the  attack  ;  they  were 
found  buried  near  the  fort ;  their  wounded  were  carried  off. 

Soon  after  the  British  got  possession  of  the  fort,  they  set  fire' 
to  and  burnt  a  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  stores  on  Gro- 
ton Bank,  and  embarked  about  6unset,  taking  with  them  sun- 
dry of  the  inhabitants  of  New  London  and  Groton.  A  Colonel 
Eyre,  who  commanded  the  division  at  Groton,  was  wounded, 
and,  it  is  said,  died  on  board  the  fleet.  About  fifteen  sail  of 
vessels  with  effects  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  London,  retreat- 
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ed  up  tlie  river  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  were  saved, 
while  four  others  remained  in  the  harbor  untouched.  The 
troops  were  commanded  by  that  infamous  traitor  to  his  coun- 
try, Benedict  Arnold,  who  headed  the  division  which  marched 
into  New  London. 

By  this  calamity,  it  is  judged  that  more  than  one  hundred 
families  are  deprived  of  their  habitations,  and  most  of  them  of 
their  all.  The  neighborhood  feels  sensibly  the  loss  of  many 
deserving  citizens,  and  though  deceased,  cannot  but  be  highly 
indebted  to  them  for  their  spirit  and  bravery  in  their  exertions 
and  manly  opposition  to  the  merciless  enemies  of  our  country 
in  their  last  moments. 

September  6. — In  the  Gazette  of  to-day,  is  the  following 
letter  from  a  "  Carolina  Exile,"  to  the  printer,  on  the  late  ex- 
ecution of  Colonel  Havne  : — "  Sir :  So  great  is      -     „  , 

J  c"i  Tb«'  Execution  «>f 

my  indignation,  on  being  assured  that  the  haughty  Colond  ,u>n«" 
and  bloodthirsty  commandant  of  Charleston,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Nisbet  Balfour,  has  executed,  with  every  mark  of  ignom- 
iny and  disgrace,  my  amiable  and  truly  worthy  countryman, 
Colonel  Isaac  Ilayne,  of  South  Carolina,  I  cannot  resist  the 
impulse  I  feel  to  address  through  your  paper,  the  public  and 
my  fellow-citizens  on  the  subject,  though  totally  unaccustomed 
to  appear  in  print. 

"  How  long,  sir,  are  we  to  suffer  the  rights  of  humanity  to 
be  trampled  upon  by  this  upstart,  arrogant  Briton  ?  ■  How 

1  New  York  Journal,  Sept.  24 : — The  following  savage  action,  committed  by 
the  troops  who  subdued  Fort  Griswold  on  Groton  Hill,  ought  to  be  recorded  to 
their  eternal  infamy : 

Soon  after  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  they  loaded  a  wagon  with  the  wounded 
Americans,  by  order  of  their  officers,  and  set  the  wagon  off  from  the  top  of  the 
hill,  which  is  long  and  very  steep ;  the  wagon  went  a  considerable  distance  with 
great  force,  till  it  was  suddenly  stopped  by  a  tree ;  the  shock  was  bo  great  to  those 
faint  and  bleeding  men,  that  part  of  them  died  instantly.  The  officers  ordered 
their  men  to  fire  on  the  wagon  while  it  was  running. 

•  This  redoubted  Lieutenant-Colonel  Balfour  is  the  son  of  Balfour  the  auc- 
tioneer and  bookseller  at  Edinburgh.  The  father  is  employed  almost  daily  in 
knocking  off  eightcen-penny  lota  of  old  books  and  pamphlets  in  sweet  Edinburgh, 
whilst  the  son,  forgetful  of  the  ancestors  he  sprung  from,  assumes  more  state  and 
consequence  than  the  first  peer  of  the  British  realm. 
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long  will  American  pusillanimity  (for  such  I  must  call  it)  suffer 
unavenged  the  best  blood  of  her  6ons  to  he  wantonly  spilled 
by  the  inhuman  butchers  that  are  now  ravaging  our  fertile 
country  ?  "When,  sir,  shall  we  see  a  proper  attention  to  the 
rights  of  human  nature,  and  a  regard  to  the  many,  supersede, 
as  it  ever  ought,  the  particular  interests  of  a  few  ?  How  often 
are  we  to  hear  our  insolent  invaders  declare  that  we  dare  not 
retaliate,  and  suffer  them  to  misconstrue  American  mercy 
and  generosity  into  an  abject  fear  of  consequences  I  In  my 
opinion,  a  longer  perseverance  in  the  mild  and  merciful  line, 
Congress,  their  generals  and  other  olliccrs,  seem  to  have 
adopted,  will  be  highly  criminal,  and  amount  to  something  very 
like  betraying  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  people.  All 
ranks  and  orders  of  men  must  be  fully  convinced  by  this  time, 
that  nothing  hut  a  most  exemplary  retaliation  can  check  the 
insolence  of  our  enemies,  and  show  the  commandant  of  Charles- 
ton and  every  British  officer,  that  we  are  determined  to  punish 
every  future  breach  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  war. 

"  For  your  information,  and  that  of  the  public  at  large,  I  beg 
leave  to  add  that  Colonel  Hayne  was  one  of  those  virtuous 
patriots  who  refused  the  British  protection  till  reduced  to  the 
last  extremity,1  and  then  only  accepted  it  on  special  terms  of 
never  being  obliged  to  turn  out  to  oppose  his  friends  and  coun- 
trymen in  arms.  As  soon  as  he  was  called  on,  contrarv  to  his 
agreement,  to  draw  his  sword  against  the  friends  of  his  bosom, 
his  relations  and  dearest  connections,  he  thought  himself  justi- 
fied in  vacating,  on  his  part,  the  contract  which  the  British  had 
broken  on  theirs.  He  llew  to  arms  and  accepted  of  a  com- 
mission either  from  our  American  general  or  the  governor  of 

* 

1  Colonel  ITayne  was  not  taken  in  Charleston ;  but  after  the  (all  of  that  garri- 
son, when  the  smull-pox  became  so  very  fatal  in  his  neighborhood  aa  to  threaten 
the  totul  destruction  of  his  family,  he  went  to  Charleston  in  hopes  of  getting  a 
parole  for  the  country,  and  to  be  enabled  to  get  his  wife  and  children  inoculated  by 
u  surgeon;  but  notwithstanding  every  exertion  by  himself  and  friend*,  the  inexor- 
able commandant  gave  him  no  alternative  but  protection  or  a  prisonship.  The 
impending  distress  of  his  family  prevailed,  in  a  heart  replete  with  fine  feelings, 
and  he  took  protection,  after  many  days'  debate,  on  special  conditions,  bnt  too 
late  to  effort  the  purposes  he  intended,  as  his  family  had  taken  the  infection,  whereby 
he  lost  his  wife  and  two  or  three  children. 
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South  Carolina.  Being  afterwards  made  prisoner  in  a  skir- 
mish with  the  British  horse,  it  is  said  he  was  not  even  tried 
by  a  court-martial,  but  though  an  officer  of  the  rank  of  colonel, 
lie  has  been  hanged  like  a  common  felon,  after  being  led, 
bound  with  his  hands  behind  him,  through  the  principal  streets 
of  Charleston,  as  a  spectacle  for  Tories,  protection  traitors,  and 
the  vile  rabble  of  the  British  army  to  scoff  at. 

"  Could  my  weak  pen  do  justice  to  your  character,  my  dear 
departed  countryman,  how  pleasing  would  the  task  be  !  With 
what  satisfaction  would  I  show  to  the  world  those  virtues  for 
which  you  were  so  highly  eminent !  With  what  rapture 
would  I  paint  you  in  the  amiable  lights  of  a  tender  husband, 
an  affectionate  father,  kind  master,  sincere  and  benevolent 
friend,  and  honest  patriot !  But  I  am  unequal  to  the  task. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  you  are  entombed  in  the  breast  of  every 
virtuous  Carolinian,  and  that  your  country  will  one  day  re- 
joice in  an  opportunity  of  erecting  a  more  permanent  monu- 
ment to  your  memory. 

"  When  the  British  major  Andre  suffered  the  just  fate  of  a 
spy,  all  pens  were  ready  to  heighten  his  character,  and  even 
that  of  a  distinguished  American  soldier  was  devoted  to  em- 
blazon him,  attributing  to  him  virtues  as  his  own  that  existed 
nowhere  but  in  the  sympathetic  and  generous  breast  of  the 
writer.  How  great  disserviee  the  author  of  that  panegyric 
on  that  officer  has  done  to  his  country,  and  the  cause  of  liberty, 
he  does  not  know.  I  am  indeed  6ure  he  could  not  have  in- 
tended any  by  praising  an  unfortunate  enemy  whom  he  thought 
virtuous.  One  fact,  however,  Mr.  Printer,  I  aver  and  can 
fully  prove :  that  when  the  intelligence  of  Andre's  execution 
was  brought  to  St.  Augustine,  the  unhappy  defenceless  exiles 
there  had  well-nigh  fallen  victims  to  the  rage  of  an  inflamed 
soldiery,  encouraged  and  set  on  by  the  most  brutal  officers 
that  ever  disgraced  any  service.  It  is  to  that  ill-timed  praise 
of  a  man  taken  earning  money  in  a  way  the  most  dishonorable 
and  disgraceful  to  a  soldier  and  a  man  of  virtue,  (if  he  really 
were  such,)  that  I  attribute  the  cruel  execution  of  my  worthy 
countryman. 

"  The  high  encomiums  passed  by  American  writers  on  a 
64 
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British  spy,  have  been  made  use  of  to  justify  a  charge  of  want 
of  humanity  in  our  excellent  commander-in-chief,  and  the  court 
of  officers  that  condemned  him  ;  and  the  author  of  these  lines 
has  more  than  once  heard  British  officers  declare  that  the  very 
first  opportunity  would  be  catched  at,  to  put  to  death  some 
distinguished  character  among  the  Americans.  To  this  vin- 
dictive spirit  Colonel  Ilayne  has  fallen  a  sacrifice,  though  in 
no  way  circumstanced  like  Andre  ? 

"  If  the  unprincipled  robber  of  a  public  library,1  the  cring- 
ing insidious  sycophant*  and  base  spy  could  call  forth  so  many 
pens  to  celebrate  him  for  supposed  virtues,  how  much  more 
ought  to  be  said  of  the  brilliant  virtue  and  unsullied  character 
of  a  Ilayne,  our  own  countryman  ? 

"  I  trust,  Mr.  Printer,  that  a  severe  retaliation  for  this 
murder  will  take  place  by  order  from  Congress,  not  on  protec- 
tion men  and  such  insignificant  miscreants,  (to  destroy  these 
would  please  Colonel  Balfour  and  his  peculating  herd  of  police ;) 
but  on  British  officers  of  rank.  I  wish  to  see  one  of  equal  rank 
hanged  whenever  in  our  power.  I  expect  shortly  to  be  en- 
abled to  take  the  field  with  the  southern  army,  and  am  ready 
to  submit  to  my  fate,  should  it  be  my  misfortune  to  fall  under 
the  power  of  British  butchers.  No  apprehension  of  conse- 
quences, however,  will  prevent  my  avenging  with  my  own 
hand,  (should  an  opportunity  offer,)  the  blood  of  my  illustri- 
ous and  unhappy  countryman.    I  am  mistaken  and  do  not 

1  The  library  of  the  University  of  Philadelphia  received  a*  a  present  from  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  France,  by  the  hands  of  Doctor  Franklin,  a  complete  copy 
of  that  most  invaluable  work  called  L'Encyclopodie,  which  the  virtuou*  and  gal- 
lant Major  Andre  stole,  and  carried  ofT  with  him.  This  fact  is  too  well  known  to 
need  a  mention  of  the  names  of  the  witnesses ;  if  necessary,  however,  they  can  be 
produced. 

"  Major  Andre  had  the  address  to  insinuate  himself  so  much  into  the  favor  of  his 
commander-in-chief,  that  he  was  said  to  have  gained  an  absolute  ascendency  over 
that  officer.  The  consequence  was  that  he  disposed  of  all  offices  and  favors, 
and  drove  out  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  family  all  his  former  friends  and  favorites, 
who  possessed  too  much  independency  of  soul  to  accept  any  thing  through  tbe 
medium  of  Mr.  Andre,  and  were  too  honest  to  stoop  to  use  those  means  by  which 
this  pattern  of  virtue  succeeded.  This  is  by  no  means  a  private  anecdote,  but  was 
the  public  conversation  of  officers  of  various  ranks  in  Charleston,  after  the  sur- 
render of  that  place. 
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know  tlio  feelings  of  my  fellow-citizens,  if  such  will  not  be  the 
determination  of  every  honest  Carolinian.' 


Septestber  7. — A  correspondent  now  in  the  camp  of  La- 
fayette's army  in  Virginia,  says : — "  Let  mo  make  you  ac- 
quainted with  Major-General  the  Marquis  de  St.  French  Troop* in 
Simon,  and  the  French  army  ;  you  have  seen  the  Virginia. 
British  troops  and  the  troops  of  other  nations,  but  you  have 
not  setm  troops  so  universally  well-made,  so  robust,  or  of 
such  an  appearance,  as  those  General  St.  Simon  has  brought 
to  our  assistance.  These  are  all  under  the  command  of  our 
general.  They  now  encamp  nearly  on  the  ground  the  British 
occupied  before  they  evacuated  Jamestown.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  know  the  secrets  of  our  commander,  or  I  would  tell  you 
•what  is  to  be  done ;  I  pretend,  however,  to  sec  a  great  general 
in  the  Marquis  dc  St.  Simon,  an  affectionate  politeness  in  his 
officers  towards  ours,  and  a  general  impatience  in  the  French 
army  to  complete  the  Gordian  knot,  in  which  our  second 
Fabius  Fayette  has  been  entangling  his  lordship  ;  some  of  its 
cords  already  press  him,  and,  I  believe,  if  there  were  hopes 
of  succeeding,  he  would  attempt  to  cut  it.  But  notwithstand- 
ing his  lordship  is,  perhaps,  the  first  officer  in  the  British  ser- 
vice, yet  he  may  not  be  in  possession  of  the  sword  of  Alcides. 

"  The  light  infantry  are  advanced  to  Williamsburgh  ;  the 
Ponnsylvanians  lay  near  us,  and  it  is  the  talk  of  the  camp 
that  Jthe  French  troops  will  take  their  position  to-morrow  in 
its  vicinity.  The  French  ships  lay  in  James  River,  to  pre- 
vent a  retreat  in  York  River,  and  at  the  capes.  You  arc  a 
soldier  as  well  as  a  philosopher,  and  will  experience  our  feel- 
ings on  the  present  occasion.  We  have  a  brave  army  to  con- 
tend against,  furnished  in  provisions,  with  all  the  necessaries 
for  a  gallant  resistance,  and  in  number  fully  sufficient  for  the 
defence  of  their  post ;  but  we  shall  do  very  well,  for  to  the  com- 
mon motives  of  our  profession  will  be  joined  an  emulation 
arising  from  the  fighting  by  the  6idc  of  our  allies. 

"  The  British  are  intrenching  at  York  with  great  industry. 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  September  6. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1012 


DIARY  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


[17S1. 


Every  tiling  is  landed  from  their  shipping,  and  dispositions 
made  for  their  destruction.  A  propos,  yesterday  evening  a 
patrol  of  nine  or  ten  militia  fell  in  with  a  patrol  of  Colonel 
Tarleton's  legion,  of  an  equal  number,  and  commanded  by  a 
lieutenant,  the  whole  of  which  the  militia  captured  ;  it  is  a 
trifle,  but  it  is  a  trifle  that  was  very  prettily  done.* 


September  9. — General  Greene  has  added  another  to  the 
number  of  rebel  victories.    Yesterday  morning  at  four  o'clock, 

Battle  of  having  been  joined  by  the  forces  under  General 
Eauw  spriag*.  Marion,  he  made  the  following  disposition  of  his 
anny,  and  inarched  from  the  encampment  at  BurdeN's  planta- 
tion, to  attack  the  British  at  Eutaw  Springs.  His  front  line 
was  composed  of  four  small  battalions  of  militia,  two  of  North 
and  two  of  South  Carolinians  ;  one  of  the  latter  was  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  Marion,  and  was  posted  on 
the  right,  who  also  commanded  the^front  line  ;  the  two  North 
Carolina  battalions,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Malmady, 
were  posted  in  the  centre,  and  the  other  South  Carolina  batta- 
lion, under  the  command  of  General  Pickens,  was  posted  on 
the  left.  The  second  line  consisted  of  three  small  brigades  of 
Continental  troops,  one  from  North  Carolina,  one  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  one  from  Maryland.  The  North  Carolinians  were 
formed  into  three  battalions,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ash,  Majors  Armstrong  and  Blount,  the  whole  com- 
manded by  General  Sumner,  and  were  posted  on  the  right.  ,  The 
Virginians  consisted  of  two  battalions,  commanded  by  Major 
Snead  and  Captain  Edmonds,  and  the  whole  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Campbell,  and  were  posted  in  the  centre.  The  Mary- 
landers  also  consisted  of  two  battalions,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Howard  and  Major  Ilardman,  and  the  brigade 
by  Colonel  Williams,  deputy  adjutant-general  to  the  army,  and 
were  posted  upon  the  left.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  with  his 
legion,  covered  the  right  flank,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hen- 
derson, with  the  State  troops,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Col- 
onels llampton,  Middleton,  and  Polk,  the  left. 

J  Pennsylrania  Packet,  September  18. 
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Colonel  "Washington,  with  his  horse,  and  the  Delaware  troops 
under  Captain  Kirkwood,  formed  a  corps  de  reserve.  Two 
three-pounders,  under  Lieutenant  Gaines,  advanced  with  the 
front  line,  and  two  sixes  under  Captain  Brown  with  the  second. 
The  legion  and  State  troops  formed  the  advance,  and  were  to 
retire  upon  the  flanks  upon  the  British  forming. 

In  this  order  the  Americans  moved  on  to  the  attack.  The 
legion  and  State  troops  fell  in  with  a  party  of  British  horse 
and  foot,  about  four  miles  from  their  camp,  who,  mistaking  the 
Americans  for  a  party  of  militia,  charged  them  briskly,  but 
were  soon  convinced  of  their  mistake  by  the  reception  they 
met  with.  The  infantry  of  the  State  troops  kept  up  a  heavy 
fire,  and  the  legion  in  front,  under  Captain  Rudolph,  charged 
them  with  fixed  bayonets,  when  they  fled  on  all  sides,  leaving 
four  or  five  dead  on  the  ground,  and  several  more  wounded. 
As  this  was  supposed  to  be  the  advance  of  the  British  army, 
the  front  line  of  the  Americans  was  ordered  to  form  and  move 
on  briskly  in  line,  the  legion  and  State  troops  to  take  their 
position  upon  the  flanks.  All  the  country  is  covered  with  tim- 
ber, from  the  place  where  the  action  began  to  the  Eutaw 
Springs.  The  firing  began  again  between  two  and  three  miles 
from  the  British  camp.  The  militia  were  ordered  to  keep  ad- 
vancing as  they  fired.  The  British  advanced  parties  were 
soon  driven  in,  and  a  most  tremendous  fire  began  on  both 
sides,  from  right  to  left,  when  the  legion  and  State  troops  were 
closely  engaged.  General  Marion,  Colonel  Malmady,  and 
General  Pickens,  conducted  the  troops  with  great  gallantry 
and  good  conduct,  and  the  militia  fought  with  a  degree  of 
spirit  and  firmness  that  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  that  class 
of  soldiers.  But  the  enemy's  fire  being  greatly  superior  to  the 
Americans',  and  continuing  to  advance,  the  militia  began  to 
give  ground.  The  North  Carolina  brigade,  under  General 
Sumner,  was  then  ordered  up  to  their  support.  These  were  all 
new  levies,  and  had  been  under  discipline  little  more  than  a 
month  ;  notwithstanding  which,  they  fought  with  a  degree  of 
obstinacy  that  would  do  honor  to  the  best  of  veterans,  and  it 
was  hard  to  tell  which  to  admire  most,  the  gallantry  of  the 
oflSccrs,  or  the  bravery  of  the  troops.   They  kept  up  a  heavy 
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and  well-directed  fire,  and  the  enemy  returned  it  with  equal 
spirit,  for  they  really  fought  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  and 
great  execution  was  done  on  both  sides.  In  this  stage  of  the 
action,  the  Virginians,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  and 
the  Maryland  troops  under  Colonel  Williams,  were  led  on  to  a 
brisk  charge  with  trailed  arms,  through  a  heavy  cannonade 
and  a  shower  of  musket  balls.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
gallantry  and  firmness  of  both  officers  and  soldiers  upon  this 
occasion  ;  they  preserved  their  order,  and  pushed  on  with  such 
unshaken  resolution,  that  they  bore  all  down  before  them. 
The  British  were  routed  in  all  quarters.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
'Lee  had,  with  great  address,  gallantry,  and  good  conduct,  turn- 
ed their  left  flank,  and  was  charging  them  in  rear  at  the  same 
time  the  Virginians  and  Maryland  troops  were  charging  them 
in  front.  A  most  valuable  officer,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hender- 
son, was  wounded  early  in  the  action,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hampton,  who  commanded  the  State  cavalry,  and  who,  fortu- 
natelv,  succeeded  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hendersou  in  the  oom- 
mand,  charged  a  party  of  the  enemy,  and  took  upwards  of  one 
hundred  prisoners. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Washington  brought  up  the  corps  de 
reserve  upon  the  left,  where  the  British  seemed  disposed  to 
make  further  resistance,  and  charged  them  so  briskly  with  the 
cavalry  and  Captain  Kirkwood's  infantry,  as  gave  them  no  time 
to  rally  or  form.  Lieutenant-Colonels  Polk  and  Middleton, 
who  commanded  the  State  infantry,  were  no  less  conspicuous 
for  their  good  conduct  than  their  intrepidity  ;  and  the  troops 
under  their  command  gave  specimens  of  what  may  be  expected 
from  men  naturally  brave,  when  improved  by  proper  discipline. 
Captain-Lieutenant  Gaines,  who  commanded  the  three-pounders 
with  the  front  line,  did  great  execution  till  his  pieces  were  dis- 
mounted. 

The  Americans  kept  close  at  the  enemy's  heels  after  they 
broke,  until  they  got  into  their  camp,  and  a  great  number  of 
prisoners  were  continually  falling  into  their  hands,  while  some 
hundreds  of  the  fugitives  ran  off  towards  Charleston.  But  a 
party  threw  themselves  into  a  three-story  brick  house  which 
stands  near  the  Spring,  others  took  post  in  a  picketed  garden, 
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and  in  the  impenetrable  shrubs,  and  the  rear  also  being  secured 
by  the  Springs  and  deep  hollow-ways,  the  British  renewed  the 
action. 

Every  exertion  was  made  to  dislodge  them.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Washington  made  most  astonishing  efforts  to  get 
through  the  thicket  to  charge  them  in  the  rear,  but  found  it 
impracticable,  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  was  wound- 
ed and  taken  prisoner. 

Four  six-pounders  were  ordered  up  before  the  house,  two 
of  the  Americans*  and  two  of  the  enemy's  which  they  had 
abandoned,  and  they  were  pushed  on  so  much  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  fire  from  the  house,  and  the  party  in  the  thickets, 
as  rendered  it  impracticable  to  bring  them  off  again  when  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  retire.  Never  were  pieces  better 
served ;  most  of  the  men  and  officers  were  either  killed  or 
wounded. 

Washington  failing  in  his  charge  upon  the  left,  and  the 
legion  baffled  in  an  attempt  upon  the  right,  finding  the  infantry 
galled  by  the  fire  of  the  British,  and  the  ammunition  mostly 
consumed,  though  officers  and  men  continued  to  exhibit  un- 
common acts  of  heroism,  General  Greene  thought  proper  to 
retire  out  of  the  fire  of  the  house,  and  draw  up  the  troops  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  woods,  not  thinking  it  advisable  to  push 
his  advantages  further,  being  persuaded  the  enemy  could  not 
hold  the  post  many  hours,  and  that  his  chance  to  attack 
them  on  the  retreat  was  better  than  a  second  attempt  to  dis- 
lodge them,  which,  if  he  succeeded,  must  be  attended  with 
considerable  loss. 

After  collecting  all  the  wounded,  except  such  as  were 
under  the  command  of  the  fire  of  the  house,  the  Americans  re- 
tired to  the  ground  from  which  they  marched  in  the  morning, 
there  being  no  water  nearer,  and  the  troops  ready  to  faint  with 
the  heat  and  want  of  refreshment,  the  action  having  continued 
near  four  hours.  A  strong  picket  was  left  on  the  field  of  ac- 
tion, and  early  this  morning,  General  Greene  detached  Gen- 
eral Marion  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  with  the  legion  horse 
between  Eutaw  and  Charleston,  to  prevent  any  reinforcements 
from  coming  to  the  relief  of  the  British,  to  retard  their  march 
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should  they  attempt  to  retire,  and  give  time  for  the  army  to 
fall  upon  their  rear,  and  put  a  finishing  stroke  to  the  work. 
The  Americans  left  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  brought  off  one  of  theirs.1 

General  Greene  thinks  himself  principally  indebted  for  this 
victory  to  the  free  use  of  the  bayonet  made  by  the  Virginians 
and  Marylanders,  the  infantry  of  the  legion,  and  Captain  Kirk- 
wood's  light  infantry  ;  and  though  few  armies  ever  exhibited 
equal  bravery  with  the  Americans  in  general,  yet  the  conduct 
and  intrepidity  of  these  corps  were  peculiarly  conspicuous. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  fell  as  he  was  leading  his  troops 
to  the  charge,  and  though  he  fell  with  distinguished  marks  of 
honor,  yet  his  loss  is  much  to  be  regretted.  He  was  the  great 
soldier  and  the  firm  patriot.' 

The  American  loss  in  officers  is  considerably  more  from 
thoir  value  than  their  number,  for  never  did  either  men  or 
officers  offer  their  blood  more  willingly  in  the  service  of  their 
country.  "  1  cannot  help  acknowledging  my  obligations  to 
Colonel  "Williams,"  6ays  General  Greene,  "  for  his  great  ac- 
tivity on  this  and  many  other  occasions,  in  forming  the  army, 
and  for  his  uncommon  intrepidity  in  leading  on  the  Maryland 

1  On  the  evening  of  the  day  following  the  battle,  the  British  retired,  leaving 
upwards  of  seventy  of  their  wounded  behind  them,  and  not  less  than  a  thousand 
stand  of  arms  that  were  picked  up  on  the  field,  and  found  broken  and  concealed 
in  the  Eutaw  Springs.  They  stove  between  twenty  and  thirty  puncheons  of  mm, 
and  destroyed  a  great  variety  of  other  stores  which  they  had  not  carriage*  to 
carry  off.  General  Greene  pursued  them  the  moment  he  got  intelligence  of  their 
retiring.  At  Martin's  tavern  they  formed  a  junction  with  Major  M'Arthur,  (Gen- 
eral Marion  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee  not  having  a  force  sufficient  to  prevent 
it,)  but  on  Greene's  approach  they  retired  to  the  neighborhood  of  Charleston.  The 
Americans  have  taken  five  hundred  prisoners,  including  the  wounded  the  enemy 
left  behind;  and  they  cannot  have  suffered  less  than  six  hundred  more  in  killed 
and  wounded.  The  fugitives  that  fled  from  the  field  of  battle  spread  such  an 
alarm  that  the  enemy  burnt  their  stores  at  Dorchester,  and  abandoned  the  post  at 
Fair  Lawn,  and  a  great  number  of  negroes  and  others  were  employed  in  felling 
trees  across  the  road  for  some  miles  without  the  gates  of  Charleston.  Nothing 
but  the  brick  house,  and  the  peculiar  strength  of  the  position  at  Eutaw,  saved  the 
remains  of  the  British  army  from  being  all  made  prisoners. 

•  After  bis  fall  he  inquired  who  gave  way,  and  being  informed  the  British 
are  fleeing  in  all  quarters,  he  added,  "I  die  contented,"  and  immediately  ex- 
pired.— Gordon,  iv.  171. 
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troops  to  the  charge,  which  exceeded  any  thing  I  ever  saw. 
I  also  feel  myself  greatly  indebted  to  Captains  Pierce  and  Pen- 
dleton, Major  Ilyrne,  and  Captain  Shubrick,  ray  aide-de-camp, 
for  their  activity  and  good  conduct  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  action." 1 

1  Letter  from  General  Greene  to  the  President  of  Congress,  in  the  Now  Jersey 
Gazette,  October  24;  and  Carver,  140.  The  following  is  a  British  account  of 
this  battle : — "The  rebel  army  having  been  augmented  by  recruits  from  their  con- 
tinental battalions  and  militia,  drawn  from  the  disaffected  parts  of  North  and 
South  Carolina,  to  upwards  of  four  thousand  men,  General  Greene  was  induced 
to  act  offensively.  The  reports  he  had  of  the  weak  state  of  our  army  reudered 
him  conGdent  of  success. 

M  Colonel  Stewart  was  at  the  Eutaws,  near  Nelson's  ferry,  when  Greene's  army 
crossed  the  Congaree,  but  the  latter's  great  superiority  in  cavalry  and  numbers  of 
the  militia  being  mounted,  gave  him  every  advantage  of  concealing  his  approach. 
Early  on  Saturday  morning  a  scouting  party  from  the  several  regiments  in  camp 
was  sent  out,  and  which  it  was  supposed  would  be  covered  by  a  very  considerable 
party  of  cavalry  and  infantry  ordered  out  that  morning,  which  fell  in  with  the 
rebel  army  on  its  march,  about  seven  o'clock.  The  firing  that  then  ensued  gave 
the  first  information  of  the  enemy's  advancing. 

"  Our  line  was  immediately  formed,  and  a  little  after  eight  o'clock  the  whole 
rebel  army  was  opposed  to  it. 

"  The  action  immediately  commenced  with  a  heavy  discharge  of  field-pieces  and 
musketry  on  both  sides.  The  rebel  cavalry  came  on  with  such  impetuosity  as  to 
make  a  considerable  impression  ;  at  one  time  they  had  got  into  our  encampment* 
but  being  vigorously  charged  were  soon  repulsed  and  driven  into  the  woods. 
After  a  severe  conflict,  which  lasted  above  an  hour,  the  enemy  gave  way  in  every 
quarter,  and  were  obliged  to  relinquish  the  field,  on  which  they  left  near  three  hun- 
dred of  their  dead ;  their  wounded,  amounting  to  three  times  that  number,  were 
chiefly  carried  off.  Two  brass  six-pounders  were  taken,  and  some  prisoners, 
among  whom  is  Colonel  Washington,  slightly  wounded.  His  corps  of  light  horse 
is  nearly  annihilated.  We  learn  that  almost  every  officer  in  it  is  either  killed  or 
wounded.  Colonel  Campbell  of  the  mountaineers,  and  Captain  Devant,  who  con. 
spicuously  distinguished  himself  in  leading  the  forlorn  hope  at  the  siege  of  Ninety- 
six,  were  killed ;  Colonel  Henderson  is  dangerously  wounded.  The  number  of  their 
officers  of  less  note  killed  and  wounded,  is  very  considerable,  especially  of  artillery. 

"The  loss  sustained  by  us  is  chiefly  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  scouting  party. 
Two  officers  and  sixty  privates  were  killed ;  thirteen  officers  and  two  hundred  and 
eighty  privates  wounded— fifty  of  the  latter,  being  the  worst  cases  and  impracticable 
to  remove,  were  left  at  the  Eutaws ;  one  three-pounder  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  by  the  falling  back  of  our  line  at  the  commencement  of  the  action. 

"  Our  army  remained  two  days  on  the  field  of  battle,  the  numerous  wounded 
incapacitating  it  from  making  a  forward  movement.  General  Greene  requested  a 
cessation  of  arms,  which  was  refused  by  Colonel  Stewart. 

"  The  army,  on  the  eleventh,  fell  back  to  Monk's  Corner,  from  whence  the 
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The  battle  of  Eutaw,  which  was  fought  yesterday,  happened 
upon  the  same  spot  of  ground  on  which,  according  to  the  tra- 
BuueFtoidor  dtton  of  the  country,  a  memorable  battle  was 

Kauw.  fonght  about  a  century  ago,  between  a  party  of 
speculating  Europeans  and  the  natives  of  the  soil.  In  the 
first  we  are  told  six  hundred  men  fell,  and  we  find  an  Indian 
mound  erected  as  a  monument  to  perpetuate  their  glory.  In 
the  second,  double  that  number  were  killed  and  wounded,  but 
whether  this  Christian  nation  will  give  such  an  honorable  tes- 
timony of  the  great  worth  of  those  who  now  sleep  in  the  bed 
of  honor,  is  a  matter  not  to  be  expected.  The  American  vic- 
tory was  complete,  though  the  fate  of  the  day  mingled  sorrows 
in  the  triumph. 

General  Greene,  who  is  one  of  the  best  and  bravest  soldiers 
himself,  is  highly  satisfied  with  the  behavior  of  the  troops  in 
general,  but  particularly  with  the  Maryland  brigade  ;  he  saw 
them  make  a  charge  with  trailed  arms  through  the  hottest  of 
the  enemy's  fire,  and  was  so  delighted  with  their  firmness  and 
vivacity,  that  he  rode  up  to  one  of  their  officers,  and  compli- 
mented them  on  the  field.  He  has  also  done  it  in  general 
orders,  and  made  the  Virginians  a  compliment  in  the  same 
style.   They  behaved  with  equal  courage. 

If  any  former  misconduct  or  accident  in  war  has  left  a  stain 
upon  the  Maryland  troops,  their  exemplary  conduct  upon  this 
occasion  should  obliterate  it  forever.  Around  the  monument 
which  is  mentioned  above,  four  of  the  officers  and  many  other 
brave  soldiers  fell.  Let  them  rest  in  that  ancient  bed  of  honor ; 
may  their  virtues  only  be  remembered,  and  their  spirits  enjoy 
eternal  glory ! 1 

• 

September  10. — Last  night,  a  fit  time  for  the  sons  of  Luci- 
fer to  perpetrate  the  deeds  of  darkness,  one  or  more  volunteers 


wounded  being  sent  to  town,  and  the  necessary  refreshment*  and  supplies  re- 
ccired,  it  i«  now  adrancing  in  quest  of  the  enemy,  who,  in  consequence  of  so  gal- 
lant And  complete  a  repulse  have  retreated  with  precipitation.*' — From  «  CharUUon 
Paper  ;  tee  Pennsylvania  Packet,  January  5,  1782. 

1  Extract  of  a  letter  dated  camp  at  Trout  Springs,  September  12,  in  the  Nev 
Jersey  Journal,  October  81. 


• 
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in  the  service  of  hell,  broke  into  the  State  House  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  totally  defaced  the  picture  of  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Washington,  and  a  curious  engraving  of  the  VandallMn  at 
monument  of  the  patriotic  General  Montgomery,  Pwiwieiphta. 
done  in  France  in  the  most  elegant  manner.  Every  generous 
bosom  must  swell  with  indignation  at  such  atrocious  proceed- 
ings. It  is  a  matter  of  grief  and  sorrowful  reflection  that  any 
of  the  human  race  can  be  so  abandoned,  as  to  offer  such  an 
insult  to  men  who  are  and  have  been  an  honor  to  human  na- 
ture, who  venture  and  have  ventured  their  lives  for  the  liber- 
ties of  their  fellow-men.  A  being  who  carries  6uch  malice  in 
his  breast  must  be  miserable  beyond  conception.  We  need 
wish  him  no  other  punishment  than  his  own  feelings. 

"  The  motions  of  his  spirit  are  black  as  night, 
And  hia  affections  dark  as  Erebus." 1 

September  16. — The  rebels  arc  evidently  at  their  last  gasp. 
Unable  to  vanquish  the  troops  of  Britain  on  equal  ground, 
they  have  all  taken  to  writing,  and  every  rebel  pi||(n  to 
print  is  now  sprouting  rhymes  and  rhodomontades  ewnwaiiia, 
against  the  ablest  and  best  of  generals.    In  a  late  Jersey  print, 


1  Bailey's  Freeman's  Journal,  (Philadt  lphia.)  September  12;  Rivington  repub- 
lished this  account  on  the  22d  September  with  the  following  remarks: — "We 
think  the  defacing  of  a  picture,  though  it  were  of  a  man  stained  with  the  crimes  of 
murder  and  rebellion,  is  a  poor  expression  of  scorn  or  resentment,  which  no  man 
of  a  generous  mind  can  justify.  What  then  shall  we  any  f  What  must  be  thought 
by  the  lovers  of  humanity  and  of  the  liberal  arts,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  in 
the  commencement  of  the  American  rebellion  an  elegant  equestrian  statue  of  our 
most  gracious  sovereign  was  openly  profaned  by  the  sacrilegious  hands  of  traitors* 
aet  on  by  public  orders  of  seditious  leaders,  who  called  themselves  gentlemen; 
who  had  often  in  the  most  solemn  manner  appealed  to  heaven  as  a  witness  of  their 
immaculate  loyalty  to  that  amiable  prince,  whom  now  they  insult  in  pamphlets  and 
printed  speeches,  with  the  title  of  4  Royal  Brute  ; 1  that  after  shamefully  mutilat- 
ing the  highest  ornament  of  New  York,  they  carried  it  about  in  scandalous  pro- 
cession, treating  a  noble  image  of  the  sacred  MujVsty  of  Britain  with  indignity 
most  atrocious,  most  impious,  and  diabolical.  Remember  this,  ye  seditious  Up- 
ttart*,  and  for  shame  be  silent  on  the  subject  of  indignities  offered  to  the  memory 
of  a  dt*erter,  and  to  the  character  of  one  on  whose  guilty  head  the  blood  of  Audro 
and  of  a  train  of  loyal  martyrs  call  aloud  for  vengeance,  and  whose  name  as  a  traitor 
is  consigned  to  infamy  by  the  indignant  voice  of  truth  and  loyalty." 
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Cornwallis  was  devoured  intellectually,  breeches  and  all,  br 
one  of  the  runaway  chiefs  of  South  Carolina ;  and  by  a  paper 
just  brought  into  New  York,  we  see  that  a  mad  Yankee  who 
natters  his  vanity  with  the  sobriquet  of  Plain  Truth,  has  been 
venting  himself  on  the  same  fruitful  subject.1  His  remarks 
are  addressed  to  "  Earl  Cornwallis,  or  the  British  Cerberus,"  | 
and  are  as  follows : — 

"  Know,  0  man,  thou  must  die. 

"  My  Lord  : — Your  military  manoeuvres  in  the  Southern 
States  have  been  carried  on  with  such  a  degree  of  voracious- 
ness, that  it  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  your  abilities  in  re- 
fining upon  the  horrors  of  war.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Tarta- 
rean dominions  are  at  last  eclipsed  in  hellish  machination,  by 
you  and  your  associates.  Hark !  do  not  the  vassals  of  great 
Pluto  rejoice  at  having  some  respite  from  business,  by  the 
superiority  of  your  talents  in  barbarity.  But  take  care  what 
you  do ;  your  reign  in  this  world  is  almost  at  an  end ;  and 
though  the  prince  of  darkness  makes  use  of  you  as  a  cat's  paw 
on  earth,  in  the  6ame  manner  as  you  employ  the  deluded  Refu- 
gees, be  assured  such  a  haughty  spirit  will  not  allow  of  an 
equal  in  his  gloomy  territories,  no  more  than  your  lordship 
could  brook  the  thoughts  of  the  traitor  Arnold  to  partake  of 
your  great  exploits  in  plundering  and  devastation.  Therefore 
you  may  expect  his  loyal  highness  will,  through  envy,  confine 
you  to  the  lowermost  of  the  infernal  regions. 

"  Dare  you  to  reflect  one  moment  on  your  transactions  for 
eighteen  months  past  ?  Ruminate  on  the  quantity  of  blood 
wantonly  spilt,  on  those  men  you  hung  at  Camden  and  other 
places,  on  the  thirteen  hanged  and  strangled  with  the  bow- 
string by  Brown  at  Augusta ;  on  poor  Cusack,  near  Pedec,1 
whose  wife  and  four  little  children,  with  dishevelled  hair,  crying 
and  wringing  their  hands,  in  a  manner  to  rend  a  heart  of  stone, 
threw  themselves  on  their  knees  before  the  commander  of  the 
party,  Major  "Wymms,  begging  the  life  of  a  dear  parent  and 
husband,  but  all  in  vain  ;  the  obdurate-hearted  wretch  clapped 

1  Smythe's  Journal,  212. 

•  Sec  Gordon's  American  Revolution,  toL  It.,  pp.  27-29. 
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spurs  to  his  horse,  and  swore  he  would  ride  over  them  if  they 
did  not  get  out  of  his  way  immediately.  The  hanging  of  Col- 
onel Ilayne  is  another  instance  of  bloody -mindedness,  which 
shows  Colonel  Balfour  to  be  a  true  modern  British  officer,  and 
does  credit  to  the  confidence  you  put  in  him.  You  are  in  part  . 
accountable  for  all  those  actions,  so  shocking  to  humanity, 
committed  by  officers  under  your  direction.  Do  not  you  think 
that  ample  retaliation  must  take  place  ?  Will  not  you  be  an- 
swerable to  that  Being  who  gave  you  life,  for  all  the  innocent 
blood  that  may  be  shed  ? 

"  Your  whole  manner  of  carrying  on  the  war,  discovers 
such  an  unmanly,  virulent  spirit,  that  it  M  ill  be  impossible  for 
time  ever  to  wipe  off  the  dishonor  you  have  brought  on  your- 
self and  the  British  arms.  A  Nero  would  6tand  amazed  at 
your  execrable  murders,  burning  and  desolation  ?  Nay,  your 
crimes  are  so  heinous,  that  old  Beelzebub  himself  would  blush, 
if  possible,  and  be  ashamed  to  commit  them !  If  your  con- 
science is  not  6eared  and  callous  to  all  feeling,  do  you  not  at 
times  conceive  there  are  scorpions  gnawing  and  tearing  your 
soul  to  pieces  ?  Be  alarmed !  you  know  not  the  moment  when 
terrible  vengeance  from  heaven  may  come  hailing  down  upon 
your  head !  You  must  die !  tremble  at  the  thought  of  judg- 
ment! 

"  Can  you  look  upon  yourself  as  a  friend  to  the  king  your 
master.  Do  you  expect  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  men  by 
such  inhuman  butcheries  and  barbarous  proceedings?  Will 
England  obtain  a  single  benefit  by  destroying  Georgetown  ? 
What  advantage  has  been  gained  by  all  your  conflagrations 
heretofore  ?  Know  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  two  or  three  dar- 
ing Americans,  to  lay  your  metropolis,  London,  in  ashes. 
Surely  never  a  set  of  men  so  erred  in  their  judgment  as  the 
British ;  for  had  the  Americans  pointed  out  a  mode  for  you 
to  have  pursued,  they  could  not  so  effectually  have  served  the 
glorious  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged,  as  your  cruelties 
have  done.  And  it  is  a  truth  beyond  contradiction,  that 
wherever  you  go,  three-fourths  of  those  whom  you  find  friends, 
after  a  little  acquaintance,  become  your  most  inveterate 
enemies.    Can  you  deny  any  of  the  above  charges,  which 
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are  known  by  Lundreds  to  be  stubborn  facts,  and  plain 
truth  f  " 

September  26. — The  unavoidable  calamities  and  distresses 
of  a  civil  war,  that  attend  even  the  innocent  and  inoffensive, 
The  suffering  of  are  80  great,  that,  unnecessarily  and  wantonly  to 
uw  Refuge**  &^  to  them,  denotes  a  most  malignant  and  dia- 
bolical temper.  These  reflections  are  occasioned  by  a  recent 
instance  (of  which  there  have  been  thousands)  of  the  spirit 
reigning  among  the  rebels.  To  set  this  in  its  proper  light,  it 
may  be  first  necessary  to  give  the  character,  conduct,  and 
sufferings  of  the  gentleman  that  has  within  these  few  days 
been  the  object  of  their  malevolence,  spite,  and  ill-nature.  He 
is  a  refugee,  or  rather  an  exile,  of  the  province  of  New  York, 
whose  character  as  to  integrity  and  humanity,  stands  unim- 
peached  even  by  the  rebels  themselves ;  but  as  this  led  him  in 
the  commencement  of  the  present  troubles  to  be  opposed  to  all 
those  measures  which,  in  his  opinion,  had  a  tendency  to  bring 
on  his  country's  ruin  and  destruction,  he  was  in  consequence 
thereof,  early  (even  before  the  declaration  of  independence) 
closely  confined  in  common  gaols  and  prison  ships,  and  after 
keeping  him  about  two  years  a  prisoner,  and  finding  nothing 
to  impeach  him  with  but  his  barely  differing  with  them  in 
private  sentiments,  they  passed  a  law,  that  unless  he  would 
take  a  most  solemn  oath  that  he  believed,  what  he  did  nor 
could  not  believe,  together  with  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
States,  and  abjuration  of  the  king  and  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
lie  should  be  banished  from  among  them ;  and,  accordingly, 
above  three  years  ago  he  was  banished,  leaving  behind  him 
his  wife  and  family,  a  good  estate,  and  all  the  comforts  of  a 
domestic  life,  which  he  was  peculiarly  blessed  with  ;  and  now 
follows  the  instance  alluded  to,  of  rebel  wantonness,  inhu- 
manity, and"  cruelty.  This  gentleman's  lady  having  in  vain 
solicited  leave  for  two  years  past  to  go  to  New  York  to  see  her 
husband,  and  to  return,  at  length  obtained  a  pass  from  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  to  travel  to  Elizabethtown  in  New  Jersey,  hoping 
her  husband  might  be  permitted  to  meet  her  there.  Upon 

1  PennsvlTania  Packet,  September  6. 
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notice  of  this  he  obtained  a  flag  for  that  purpose,  but  when  he 
arrived  there,  he  was  peremptorily  refused  admittance  on 
shore,  and  with  difficulty  his  wife  got  leave  to  go  into  the  little 
flag  boat.  No  sooner  was  she  on  board,  while  yet  they  were 
bathing  each  other's  cheeks  with  tears  that  gushed  out  on  the 
occasion,  a  mandate  was  sent  on  board  ordering  the  flag  to 
return  immediately,  and  they  were  instantly  torn  from  their 
tender  embraces. 

That  such  a  course  is  as  contrary  to  the  conduct  of  the 
loyalists,  as.it  is  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  the 
citizens  of  New  York  may  declare,  who  daily  6ee  the  connec- 
tions of  the  most  atrocious  rebels  admitted  to  town  to  visit 
their  friends,  and  who  traverse  the  streets  week  after  week. 
Nay,  the  very  rebels  themselves  that  are  taken  in  arms,  seem 
to  have  little  or  no  restraint  put  on  them.  Above  twenty  of 
these  (being  exchanged)  were  put  on  board  this  gentleman's 
flag,  some  of  whom  he  had  seen  ranging  through  the  town.1 

September  27. — The  American  army  and  their  allies,  near 
"Williamsburg,  in  Virginia,  formed  the  line  of  battle  to-day. 
To-morrow  morning  they  expect  to  march  to  a8ieg,ofTorkt<Mrn, 
position  near  York,  to  commence  a  siege.  They  Va,>  oomnM!nc'-*1- 
make  a  brilliant  appearance  as  to  numbers,  and  are  fifteen 
thousand  strong,  not  including  the  Virginia  militia.  General 
Wayne  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  the  2d  instant,  by  a  senti- 
nel, who  conceived  him  to  be  an  enemy,  but  has  since  re- 
covered. 

We  congratulate  our  friends  upon  the  prospect  of  reducing 
his  lordship,  and  restoring  peace  and  liberty  to  our  country.' 

September  29. — Last  Wednesday  afternoon  his  royal  high- 
ness, Prince  William  Henry,  arrived  at  New  York,  accom- 
panied by  the  honorable  Admiral  Digby  ;  he  was  Prince  winum 
received  at  landing  by  his  Excellency  the  com-  ifiwTork. 
mander-in-chief,  accompanied  by  the  governor,  the  admiral,  gen- 

1  Rivington'a  Gazette,  September  26. 

*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  camp,  near  WUliamsburgh ;  in  the  New  York  Gazette, 
October  22. 
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erals,  and  other  great  officers  of  the  crown,  conducted  to  Com- 
modore Affleck's,  where  his  royal  highness  dined,  and  in  the 
evening  retired  to  apartments  provided  for  his  accommodation 
in  Wall  street. 

Yesterday  the  militia  and  independent  companies  appeared 
under  arms,  and  his  royal  highness  was  saluted  by  them  en 
passant,  to  the  house  of  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General 
Robertson,  where  an  elegant  dinner  was  provided  for  him. 

It  is  impossible  to  express  the  satisfaction  felt  (by  persons 
of  all  ranks)  from  the  ease,  affability,  and  condescension  shown 
by  this  most  pleasing,  manly  youth,  when  he  appears  abroad 
amongst  the  happy  and  approved  loyal  subjects  of  the  good 
and  gracious  king,  our  best  and  firmest  friend,  the  majesty  of 
England,  his  royal  highness'  sincerely  beloved  father. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  the  governor,  in  the  name  of  himself, 
his  Majesty's  council,  and  the  inhabitants,  presented  him  with 
the  following  address : — u  May  it  please  your  royal  highness 
to  permit  me,  with  the  members  of  his  Majesty's  council,  to 
hail  your  auspicious  arrival  on  the  American  shore ;  at  the 
same  time  suffer  me  to  express  the  congratulations  which  all 
the  inhabitants,  by  their  chief  magistrate,  have  comniissioned 
me  to  convey  to  your  royal  highness. 

"  On  the  report  of  your  coming,  we  felt  our  obligation  to 
onr  gracious  king  for  this  new  and  signal  proof  of  his  regard. 
Your  royal  highness'  appearance  augments  our  gratitude  by 
improving  our  idea  of  the  extent  of  his  goodness.  Your  pres- 
ence animates  every  loyal  breast.  The  glow  in  our  own  per- 
suades us  vou  are  formed  to  win  every  heart.  A  rebellion  that 
grew  upon  prejudice,  should  sink  at  the  approach  of  so  fair 
a  representation  of  the  royal  virtues.  But  if  a  misled  faction, 
not  to  be  vanquished  by  goodness,  persists  in  the  war,  every 
man  of  spirit  will  be  proud  to  fight  in  a  cause  for  which  you 
expose  your  life. 

"  May  your  royal  highness  bring  an  accession  of  glory  to 
that  distinguished  family  from  which  yon  are  descended,  and 
who,  as  patrons  of  liberty,  and  the  Protestant  religion,  have 
spread  blessings  amongst  nations." 

To  which  his  royal  highness  was  pleased  to  make  the  fol- 
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lowing  answer : — "  Gentlemen  :  I  beg  you  will  receive  my 
best  thanks  for  your  attention  to  me,  and  congratulations  on 
my  arrival  in  this  country,  which  I  shall  certainly  take  the 
first  opportunity  of  making  known  to  his  Majesty.  I  desire 
you  will  accept  of  my  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  Ameri- 
ca in  general,  and  this  province  in  particular."  1 

A  golden  calf  was  once  the  instrument  of  reducing  the 
Israelites  from  their  true  interests  and  duty.  They  gave  up 
that  liberty  wherewith  God  had  made  them  free ;  they  gave 
up  their  property,  ear-rings  of  gold,  to  make  the  calf,  and  then 
fell  down  and  worshipped  him,  crying  out :  These  are  thy  Gods 
O  Israel !  And  they  ran  into  all  this  folly  and  wickedness 
because  the  Egyptians,  their  late  cruel  masters,  worshipped  a 
great  beast  called  Apis,  a  bull. 

The  governor  of  the  garrison  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
seems  to  think  that  the  Americans  will  be  led  into  the  same 
extravagance;  that  we  already  long  for  the  onions  ^  ottprin*  <* 
and  fleshpots  of  our  former  task-masters  and  Kojral  Brnte- 
bloody  persecutors  ;  that  we  are  prepared  to  return  to  our  an- 
cient idolatry,  and  that  above  all  things  in  the  wide  world,  we 
are  ready  to  worship  the  offsprings  of  the  royal  Brute  of 
Britain.  He  is  mistaken,  after  this  long  and  bloody  contest 
for  freedom  and  independence,  which  is  now  drawing  to  so 
happy  a  conclusion.  After  we  have  waded  through  seas  of 
blood,  in  search  of  liberty,  we  are  not  to  be  led  away  from  the 
glorious  object  by  the  idle  pageantry  of  a  son  of  a  king,  espe- 
cially of  such  a  king  as  degrades  human  nature  beneath  the 
rank  of  the  adored  bull  of  Egypt.  Let  slaves  adore  tyrants 
and  the  sons  of  tyrants ;  the  Americans  are  free.  It  is  our 
boast  that  we  have  no  king,  and  if  we  should  be  again  recon- 
ciled to  royal  government,  which  is  hardly  possible,  we  should 
even  then,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  have  virtue  enough  remaining  to 
refuse  any  kind  of  subjection  to  the  remotest  lineage  of  our 
late  abhorred  tyrant.  The  boy  William  Henry  Guelph,  lately- 
arrived  at  New  York,  will  perhaps  soon  be  in  our  power.  In 

1  Rirington's  Gazette,  September  29. 
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that  event  we  shall  not  visit  the  sins  of  the  father  on  the  child, 
bat  send  him  home  to  his  mother.  It  would  not  be  quite  so 
safe  for  his  father  to  come  amongst  ns.  The  blood  he  has  so 
wantonly  spilt,  and  all  the  cruelties  he  has  used  towards  the 
people  of  this  country,  would  very  justly  be  remembered 
against  him.1 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  October  6. 


Digitized  by  Google 


■ 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

October  1. — A  gentleman  who  left  the  American  army  in 
Virginia,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  of  September,  gives  the 
following  account  of  transactions  in  that  quarter :  Affalr9  ln 
— "  On  Friday,  September  28th,  the  whole  army  ▼»»*«>»»• 
marched  from  Williamsburg  to  within  one  mile  of  the  enemy's 
works  at  York,  and  formed  the  first  line  of  circumvallation 
without  any  loss.  On  the  29th  the  Americans  had  a  few  skir- 
mishes with  the  enemy,  but  little  damage  done  on  either 
side.  In  the  night  the  British  evacuated  Pigeon  Quarter,  and 
three  other  redoubts,  which  are  so  high  as  to  be  able  to  com- 
mand the  town.  These  were  taken  possession  of  on  Sunday 
morning  at  sunrise,  under  a  heavy  cannonade  from  Yorktown. 
The  enemy  next  fled  from  a  stockade,  when  the  French  grena- 
diers had  advanced  within  fifteen  yards  of  it,  and  retreated 
under  cover  of  their  shipping  with  the  loss  of  ten  taken  prison- 
ers. It  was  expected  our  troops  would  break  ground  on  the 
1st  instant.  CornwalhVs  forces  in  York  are  supposed  to  be 
six  thousand  troops,  including  refugees,  besides  one  thousand 
armed  negroes.  He  has  possession  of  the  river  and  Gloucester, 
strongly  fortified  and  garrisoned  by  about  one  thousand  men. 
These  are  hemmed  in  by  General  Weedon  with  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  the  Duke  do  Lauzun  with  his  legion,  and  two  thou- 
sand mariners  from  the  fleet  to  prevent  any  escape  that  way. 
One  ship  of  forty-four  guns,  two  frigates,  and  a  twenty-gun 
packet  lie  at  Burwell's  Landing,  in  James  River ;  one  of  fifty, 
one  of  forty,  two  frigates  and  a  storeship  in  the  month  of  that 
river ;  five  ships  of  the  line  off  Cape  Henry ;  thirty-two  ships 
of  the  line  and  several  frigates  are  drawn  up  across  the  mouth 
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of  York  River,  and  three  ships  of  considerable  force  are  in 
that  river  below  the  town,  which  were  to  proceed  onward  with 
the  first  fair  wind.  General  Washington  sent  in  a  flag  to  Lord 
Comwallis,  directing  him  not  to  destroy  his  shipping  or  war- 
like stores,  as  he  would  answer  it  at  his  peril.  The  easy  cap- 
ture of  the  outposts  will  greatly  accelerate  the  future  opera- 
tions of  our  army.  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Conolly  was 
taken  near  Yorktown,  by  two  militia  men,  and  is  paroled  to 
Hanover  in  Virginia.1 

The  late  battle  at  the  Entaw  Springs  will  stand  as  a  monu- 
ment of  American  valor,  conduct,  and  intrepidity,  that  will 
astonish  every  attentive  judicious  reader  down  to 
the  latest  posterity,  and  show  the  tyrant  of  Britain 
the  futility  of  persevering  in  the  American  war;  posterity  will 
scarce  find  faith  sufficient  to  credit  the  glorious  achievements 
of  a  Greene ;  but  all  encomiums  upon  this  great  man  are  dull ! 
Let  his  own  modest,  candid,  and  fair  recital  of  facts,  be  his 
own  panegyric,  and  may  Americans  never  forget  to  be  as 
grateful  as  their  heroes  are  brave.' 

Octouer  3. — HrvrNGTON,  in  the  Royal  Gazette  of  to-day, 
congratulates  the  public,  and  especially  the  inhabitants  of  the 

New  York  Record.  Pr0vinCe  °f  NeW  Y°rk>  «P°n   th«  ki,lg'8  g^cioUS 

Kwtored.  restoration  of  those  important  records,  which  Gen- 
eral Tyron's  care  and  vigilance  secured  on  board  of  the  ship 
Duchess  of  Gordon,  in  the  month  of  November,  1775.  The 
general,  then  governor,  was  apprised  of  the  wicked  design  to 
seize  that  inestimable  treasure  in  the  Secretary's  office,  (for 
the  loss  of  which  no  money  could  compensate,)  and  to  convey 
it  to  New  England.  And  that  it  was  upon  the  point  of  being 
carried  into  execution,  by  a  party  of  the  mob,  headed  by  Sears,' 
who  has  since  profited  so  much  by  his  plunders. 

General  Try  on  caused  such  of  the  books  to  be  selected  as 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  almost  every  landholder  without 


1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  October  9.  "  New  Jersey  Journal,  October  SI. 

•  Isaac  Sears. — Sec  vol.  i.,  p.  9. 
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recourse  to  them,  to  give  evidence  in  a  court  of  law  of  the  title 
to  his  estate ;  and  these  were  brought  off  in  strong  boxes  under 
locks  and  seals.  They  were  carried  home  to  England,  in  1778, 
and  lately  sent  back  in  one  of  the  king's  ships  to  their  ancient 
deposit. 

The  residue,  or  general  mass  of  papers,  are  among  the  rebels, 
having  been  first  conveyed  by  order  of  the  provincial  Congress 
to  Kingston,  in  Ulster  county.  Mr.  Bayard,  the  deputy  sec- 
retary, was  with  them,  and  watched  over  them,  till  the  violence 
of  the  times  wrested  them  from  his  hands  and  consigned  them 
to  others  above  three  years  ago  ;  since  which,  they  have  been 
exposed  to  a  perilous  transportation  from  one  place  to  another 
in  carts. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  where  the  mischiefs  would  have 
stopped,  had  Scars's  project  succeeded,  or  to  describe  the  wild 
confusion  in  property,  consequent  upon  the  access  of  designing 
villains  to  these  records,  in  which  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
colony  may  find  the  chief  links  in  chain  of  titles  to  their  lands. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  grateful  to  people  of  all  ranks  and  classes, 
to  know  that  these  records  are  safe,  and  that  due  care  will  be 
taken  to  preveilt  their  ever  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  usurp- 
ers, who  have  already  involved  this  country  in  so  much 
misery. 

October  6. — A  card  : — The  Monsieurs,  Mynheers,  Yankees 
and  Dons,  present  their  compliments  to  the  My  Lords,  and 
being  desirous  of  entertaining  them  in  a  manner  A  Cud  to the  Brft, 
suitable  to  their  taste,  are  happy  in  making  them  lflh4t  Yorktown- 
the  following  invitations : — Monsieur  has  the  honor  to  invite 
them  to  a  grand  concert  on  the  water,  when  the  power  of  music 
will  be  shown  in  a  manner  never  heard  of  since  the  days  of 
Timotheus  and  Alexander.  They  hope  it  will  be  such  as  to 
m:ike  the  My  Lords  acknowledge  his  superiority  in  musical  com- 
position and  performance. 

Yankee  intends  to  present  them  with  a  grand  firework,  to 
bo  performed  at  London,  or  some  other  great  seaport  town  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  but  much  superior  to  those  which  the 
My  Lords  pretended  to  exhibit  at  Norfolk,  Kingston,  New  Lon- 
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don,  &c.  For  the  sake  of  those  who  are  in  this  country 
cannot  transport  themselves  over  to  England,  they  will  shortly 
be  shown  a  new  Bear  Trap,  wherein  live  thousand  of  those  ob- 
noxious animals  are  to  be  caught  at  once.  This  entertainment 
was  exhibited  to  them  about  four  years  ago,  and  they  were 
pleased  to  appear  highly  satisfied  with  it.  The  present  one 
is  on  a  new  plan,  in  which  friend  Monsieur  has  had  some 

Mynheer  and  Don  do  not  chose,  as  yet,  to  let  them  know 
what  will  be  the  nature  of  their  entertainment,  being  desirous 
of  affording  them  the  pleasure  of  surprise.1 

October  9. — The  British  in  Yorktown  and  Gloucester,  in 
Virginia,  are  now  completely  invested  by  land  and  water. 

The  allied  army,  under  his  Excellency  General 
"Washington's  command,  commenced  operations 
against  the  enemy  in  those  towns,  on  Thursday,  the  27th  ulti- 
mo, and  we  are  assured  that  the  French  and  American  bat- 
teries were  playing  successfully  against  the  enemy,  on  that 
and  the  three  following  days.' 

October  17. — Day  before  yesterday  a  party  of  refugees 
from  Sandy  -Hook  landed  at  Shrewsbury,  in  Monmouth  county, 
Doctor  N»tb»ni.i  ^ew  Jersey ,  and  under  cover  of  the  night  marched 
sc«dder  killed,  ^discovered  to  Coifs  Neck,  near  fifteen  miles 
from  the  place  of  their  landing,  when  they  took  six  of  the  inhab- 
itants from  their  houses.  The  alarm  reached  the  Court  House 
between  four  and  five  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  when  a  small 
number  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  in  the  village  of  Freehold 
and  its  vicinity,  (accompanied  by  Doctor  Nathaniel  Scudder, 
accidentally  in  the  place  that  night,)  went  immediately  in  pur- 
suit of  them,  hoping  either  to  relieve  their  friends  who  had 
been  stolen  into  captivity,  or  to  chastise  the  enemy  for  their 
temerity.  They  rode  to  Black  Point,  the  place  where  the 
refugees  had  landed,  with  all  possible  speed,  fell  in  with,  at- 
tacked the  rear  of  the  refugee  party,  and  drove  tliem  on  board 

1  PeniuylvanU  Packet,  October  6.  *  Gaine's  Mercury,  October  22. 
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their  boats ;  in  which  skirmishing,  to  the  great  grief  of  our 
party,  Doctor  Nathaniel  Scudder,  whilst  he  was  bravely  advanc- 
ing on  the  enemy,  received  a  wound  from  a  musket  ball  passing 
through  the  head,  of  which  he  instantly  expired.  His  remains 
were  removed  from  the  place  of  action  to  his  own  house,  with 
all  the  decency  and  solemnity  suitable  to  60  mournful  and 
melancholy  an  event.  To-day  a  most  excellent  and  affect- 
ing  sermon  was  preached  on  the  occasion  of  his  funeral  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  AVoodhull,  from  the  following  words : — "  And  all 
J udea  and  Jerusalem  mourned  for  Josiah ; "  2  Chronicles 
xxxv.,  24th  and  25th  verses.  After  which,  his  remains,  at- 
tended by  the  most  numerous  and  respectable  concourse  of 
people  ever  known  on  a  similar  occasion  in  this  country,  were 
interred  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Freehold,  with  the 
honors  of  war. 

Few  men  have  fallen  in  this  country  who  were  so  useful  in 
life,  and  so  generally  mourned  in  death.  lie  was  a  tender 
husband,  an  affectionate  parent,  a  sympathetic,  generous,  real 
friend,  a  disinterested,  determined  patriot,  and  has,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  devoted  his  time,  his  talents,  and  a 
large  part  of  a  comfortable  estate,  to  the  service  of  his  country, 
and  what  will  add  a  lustre  to  the  whole,  we  trust  he  is  a  fin- 
ished Christian. 

Thus  has  this  great  and  good  man  fallen  in  the  prime  of 
life,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  having  left  behind  him 
an  inconsolable  widow,  five  amiable  children,  and  a  very 
numerous  acquaintance  to  lament  his  fall.1 

October  18. — Yesterday  the  anniversary  of  the  surrender 
of  General  Burgoyne's  army  was  celebrated  at  Peckskill,  in 
New  York,  by  the  officers  of  the  Third  Massachu-  Ce,ebr>llonofpur. 
setts  brigade,  in  a  manner  which  would  have  *°yne  8  Snrrend«r- 
given  satisfaction  to  any  gentlemen  who  are  sensible  of  the 
important  events  of  the  day.  Colonel  commandant  Greaton 
gave  an  elegant  entertainment,  at  which  were  present  Major- 
General  Heath  and  suite,  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  and  a 
number  of  other  gentlemen. 

1  New  June j  Journal,  October  81. 
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The  recollection  of  the  glorious  victory  which  was  com- 
pleted on  that  day,  and  the  prospect  of  events  equally  glo- 
rious, animated  every  breast  with  the  most  pleasing  sensations, 
and  diffused  a  lively  joy  on  every  countenance.  An  elegant 
concert  of  music  attended  the  entertainment,  and  after  dinner 
the  following  toasts  were  drank  : — 1.  The  ever  memorable  17th 
of  October,  1777;  2.  The  19th  of  September,  1777;  3.  The 
7th  of  October,  1777  ;  4.  The  memory  of  those  gallant  officers 
and  soldiers  who  fell  in  acquiring  the  glory  of  the  day  we  now 
celebrate  ;  5.  The  United  States  of  America,  and  Congress  ;  6. 
His  most  Christian  Majesty ;  7.  General  "Washington ;  8. 
Count  de  Grasse ;  9.  Count  de  Rochambeau ;'  10.  The  fleet 
and  the  allied  army,  employed  on  the  glorious  expedition  in 
Virginia;  11.  General  Greene,  and  the  brave  army  under  his 
command  ;  12.  Our  ambassadors  at  foreign  courts ;  13.  May 
freedom,  peace,  and  happiness  be  established  in  America,  and 
extend  throughout  the  world  : — 

While  scenes  of  transport  every  breast  inspire, 
The  muse  too  triumphs  in  her  kindling  fire ; 
Blest  in  this  bliss,  she  lifts  a  bolder  wing, 
Aids  every  wwh,  and  tones  the  harp  to  sing, 
To  their  glad  concert  wakes  the  accordant  strain, 
And  mingles  with  the  music  of  the  plain. 
"  Joy  to  the  bands !  "  her  voice  arose, 

Who  charmed  that  veteran  host  of  foes ; 
Who  bade  Britain's  glory  fade, 
And  placed  the  wreath  on  fair  Columbia's  head. 

Hail  the  day  and  mark  it  well, 

When  the  scourge  of  freedom  fell, 

When  your  dawning  glory  shone ; 

Murk  it,  freemen  t  'tis  your  own. 

Now  recount  your  toils  with  pleasure, 
View  the  strife  and  sum  the  treasure, 
Run  the  battles  o'er  again, 
Sound  the  charge  and  sweep  the  plain, 
nere  behold  the  foe  pursuing, 

How  he  drives  his  headlong  way, 
Whelming  towns  and  realms  in  ruin, 

Sure  to  seize  the  distant  prey. 

1  Commander  of  the  French  army. 
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Fear  and  faithless  tribes  adore  him, 

Join  the  shout  and  yield  him  room ; 
Now  Albania !  fall  before  him. 

Now  rebellion  learn  your  doom ; 
But  dread  Bcmis  to  the  skies 
Bade  the  opposing  stand  and  rise, 
And  arms  dispute  the  day, 

On  that  proud  height 

Tou  dared  the  fight, 

Till  welcome  night 

Concealed  their  flight, 
And  swept  the  war  away. 

Hail  the  day  and  mark  it  well, 

When  the  scourge  of  freedom  fell, 

When  your  dawning  glory  Rhone ; 

Mark  it,  freemen,  'tis  your  own. 

Again  the  well-known  hill  they  try, 
Again  they  fall,  aguin  they  fly, 

Again  you  sweep  the  field, 
Till  thundering  batteries  cease  to  roar, 
They  give  the  fancied  conquest  o'er, 
And  trembling  thousands  yield. 

Hail  the  day  and  murk  it  well, 

Then  the  pride  of  Britain  fell, 

Then  your  dawning  glory  shone ; 

Mark  it,  heroes,  'tis  your  own. 

And  Foon  the  rival  day  shall  shine. 
The  tusk,  great  Washington,  be  thine. 

To  give  it  equal  fame ; 
Another  Taunting  host  to  thee, 
Now  swell  their  pride,  now  bend  the  knee, 

To  crown  thy  finish'd  name. 
Then  every  glad  blessing  thy  country  shall  lend, 

When  her  foes  and  her  slaughter  shall  cease, 
Shnll  arise  to  the  hero  who  bade  her  ascend 

To  conquest,  to  glory,  and  peace.' 


October  19. — Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  seventeenth 
of  October,  1781,  Lieutenant-General  Earl  Cormvallis,  with 
above  five  thousand  British  troops,  surrendered  rornw.,lls.s 
prisoners  of  war  to  his  Excellency  General  George  8ur"?nd«-«'- 
Washington,  commander-in-chief  of  the  allied  forces  of  France 
and  America  !    Zaus  Deo  I  * 

1  New  York  Packet,  October  25.  ■  Same,  November  1. 
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Yesterday  commissioners  were  appointed  to  adjust  the 
etiquette  of  the  capitulation ;  the  Viscount  de  Noailles,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Laurens,  aide-de-camp  to  the 
commander-in-chief,  on  the  part  of  the  allied 
army,  and  Colonel  Dundas  and  Major  Ross,  aide-de-camp  to 
Lord  Cornwallis,  on  that  of  the  enemy.  To-day,  about  one 
o'clock,  the  articles  of  capitulation  were  signed  and  inter- 
changed, and  about  two  o'clock,  P.M.,  the  British  garrison  of 
York,  led  on  by  General  O'Hara,  (Lord  Cornwallis  being  in- 
di#po#<'d,)  were  conducted  by  General  Lincoln  through  the 
combined  army,  drawn  up  in  two  lines  to  a  field,  where,  hav- 
ing grounded  their  arms,  and  stripped  off  their  accoutrements, 
they  were  reconducted  through  the  lines,  and  committed  to  the 
care  of  a  guard.  At  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner 
the  garrison  of  Gloucester  was  surrendered  to  the  command 
of  the  Duke  de  Lauzun.  Previous  to  this,  a  detachment  of 
French,  and  one  of  American  troops,  took  possession  of  the 
British  horn  works,  and  planted  on  the  epaulements  the  stand- 
ards of  the  two  nations.  The  brilliant  appearance  of  the 
allied  army,  the  joy  which  diffused  itself  from  rank  to  rank, 
contrasted  with  the  mortification,  the  despondence,  and  nn- 
soldicry  behavior  of  the  British  troops,  formed  one  of  the  most 
pi  easing  prospects  a  patriot  can  behold,  or  even  his  fancy  de- 
pict.1 

In  justice  to  the  brave,  the  unfortunate  garrison  of  Charles- 

1  An  officer  of  rank  in  the  Jersey  line,  in  a  letter  dated  October  21,  says  :— 
,l  If  I  could  communicate  the  pleasure  felt  on  seeing  the  poor  proud  British 
ground  their  anus,  it  would  give  you  new  and  inexpressible  sensations. 

"  The  allied  army  was  drawn  up  in  two  straight  lines,  facing  each  other,  leaving 
a  space  for  the  British  column  to  pass.  The  commander-in-chief  with  his  suite  on 
the  right  of  the  American  line ;  the  Count  de  Roeharnbcau  opposite,  on  the  left 
of  the  French.  Lord  Cornwallis  pleading  indisposition,  the  British  were  led  by 
General  O'Hara,  conducted  by  General  Lincoln.  Their  colors  cated,  and  they 
not  allowed  to  beat  a  French  or  American  march. 

"  The  British  officers  in  general  behaved  like  boys  who  had  been  whipped  at 
school;  some  bit  their  lips,  some  pouted,  others  cried ;  their  round,  broad-brimmed 
hats  were  well  adapted  to  the  occasion,  hiding  those  faces  they  wore  ashamed 
to  show.  The  foreign  regiments  made  a  much  more  military  appearance,  and 
the  conduct  of  their  officers  was  far  more  becoming  men  of  fortitude."— Xev  Ser$ey 
Gazette,  November  7. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1781.] 


SURRENDER  OF  CORNWALLIS. 


1035 


ton,  the  terms  imposed  on  them  were  made  the  basis  of  the 
present  capitulation,  and  on  the  worthy  General  Lincoln  was 
conferred  the  supreme  delight  of  giving  laws  to  those  men, 
who  had  treated  him  with  the  insolence  of  conquerors.  The 
garrisons  are  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  disposed  of  in  America  at 
our  option,  to  march  out  with  cased  colors,  and  to  play  no 
French  or  American  tune.  All  plundered  property  to  be 
restored  to  its  owners  ;  private  baggage  secured  to  the  officers, 
and  private  property  to  the  British  merchants  and  traders,  the 
continent  having  the  right  of  pre-emption. 

No  returns  have  been  Jianded  in,  but  from  the  accounts  of 
the  British  officers,  there  are  between  five  and  six  thousand  pris- 
oners, including  sick  and  wounded.  Their  military  stores  are 
trifling ;  their  commissary  stores  do  not  exceed  six  hundred  bar- 
rels of  pork,  and  about  one  thousand  barrels  of  bread  and  flour. 
Near  one  hundred  vessels,  with  their  sailors  and  marines,  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French  fleet  under  the  capitulation. 
The  British  loss  during  the  siege,  they  allow  to  be  very  con- 
siderable ;  the  loss  of  the  allied  army  does  not  exceed  three 
hundred  killed  and  wounded,  a  small  portion  of  whom  are 
officers. 

Never  was  a  plan  more  wisely  concerted,  or  more  happily 
and  vigorously  executed,  than  the  present.  The  wisdom,  per- 
severance, and  military  talents  of  our  illustrious  commander, 
shone  with  superior  lustre  on  this  occasion,  and  if  possible, 
must  increase  the  love  and  veneration  of  his  countrymen.  The 
well-concerted  and  animated  support  of  the  Count  de  Grasse, 
was  essentially  conducive  to  the  completion  of  this  glorious 
event,  and  deserves  the  warmest  thanks  of  his  own  country, 
and  the  grateful  plaudits  of  every  American. 

The  exertions  of  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  and  all  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  French  army,  can  never  be  excelled, 
and  only  equalled  by  their  American  friends,  who  glowed  with 
the  laudable  ambition  of  imitating  the  achievement  of  the 
finest  body  of  men  in  the  world.  The  only  contention  which 
subsisted  during  the  siege  between  the  troops  of  the  two  na- 
tions, was  the  glorious  one  of  excelling  each  other  in  operations 
against  the  common  enemy,  and  in  doing  justice  to  each  others' 
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merits.  An  army,  thus  cemented  by  affection,  created  by  a 
union  of  interests  and  the  intercourse  of  good  offices,  and 
animated  by  an  attachment  to  the  rights  of  mankind,  could 
not  fjiil  of  triumphing  over  a  body  of  troops,  enlisted  under  the 
banners  of  despotism,  and  led  on  by  the  hopes  of  plunder ; 
who,  made  insolent  by  partial  victories,  gave  loose  to  the 
greatest  licentiousness  and  brutality  that  ever  disgraced  a  dis- 
ciplined corps.  The  expiring  groans  of  thousands,  who  in  vain 
begged  Cornwallis  for  protection,  and  whom  he  inhumanly 
starved,  have  ascended  to  the  throne  of  Almighty  justice,  and 
must  bring  down  vengeance  on  his  guilty  head.  It  is  sincere- 
ly to  be  wished,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  that  his  lordship 
had  made  a  more  obstinate  defence,  that  the  allied  array, 
obliged  to  storm  his  works,  might  have  offered  up  him  and  his 
troops  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  violated  rights  of  humanity  ! ' 

October  20. — General  Washington  in  his  after  orders  of 
to-day,  thus  congratulates  the  army  on  the  glorious  event  of 
wa*hincwe  yesterday : — The  generous  proofs  which  his  most 
congratulation*  christian  Majesty  has  given  of  his  attachment  to 
the  cause  of  America,  must  force  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the 
most  deceived  amongst  the  enemy,  relatively  to  the  decisive 
good  consequences  of  the  alliance,  and  inspire  every  citizen  of 
these  States  with  sentiments  of  the  most  unalterable  gratitude. 
His  fleet,  the  most  numerous  and  powerful  that  ever  appeared 
in  these  seas,  commanded  by  an  admiral,  whose  fortune  and 
talents  ensure  great  events — an  army  of  the  most  admirable 
composition  both  in  officers  and  men,  are  the  pledges  of  his 
friendship  to  the  United  States,  and  their  co-operation  has  en- 
sured us  the  present  signal  success. 

The  general,  upon  this  occasion,  entreats  his  Excellency 
Count  de  Rochambeau  to  accept  his  most  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments for  his  counsels  and  assistance  at  all  times.  lie  pre- 
sents his  warmest  thanks  to  the  Generals  Baron  de  Yiomcnil, 
Chevalier  Chastellux,  Marquis  de  Simon,  and  Count  de  Vio- 
menil,  and  to  Brigadier-General  de  Choisey,  who  had  a  sepa- 

1  New  York  Jourtul,  Norember  12. 
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rate  command,  for  the  illustrious  manner  in  which  they  have 
advanced  the  interest  of  the  common  cause. 

He  requests  that  Count  de  Rochambeau  will  be  pleased  to 
communicate  to  the  army  under  his  immediate  command,  the 
high  sense  he  entertains  of  the  distinguished  merits  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  every  corps,  and  that  he  will  present,  in  his 
name,  to  the  regiments  of  Agenois  and  Deuxponts,  the  two 
pieces  of  brass  ordnance  captured  by  them,  as  a  testimony  of 
their  gallantry  in  storming  the  enemy's  redoubt  on  the  night 
of  the  14th  instant,  when  officers  and  men  so  universally  vied 
with  each  other  in  the  exercise  of  every  soldier-like  virtue. 

The  general's  thanks  to  each  individual  of  merit,  would 
comprehend  the  whole  army ;  but  he  thinks  himself  bound, 
however,  by  affection,  duty,  and  gratitude,  to  express  his  obli- 
gations to  Major-Generals  Lincoln,  De  la  Fayette,  and  Steuben, 
for  their  dispositions  in  the  trenches ;  to  General  du  Portail, 
and  Colonel  Carney,  for  the  vigor  and  knowledge  which  were 
conspicuous  in  their  conduct  of  the  attacks ;  and  to  General 
Knox,  and  Colonel  de  Aberville,  for  their  great  care,  atten- 
tion, and  fatigue,  in  bringing  forward  the  artillery  and  stores, 
and  for  their  judicious  and  spirited  management  of  them  in  the 
parallels. 

He  requests  the  gentlemen  before  mentioned  to  communi- 
cate his  thanks  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  their  respective 
commands. 

Ingratitude,  which  the  general  hopes  never  to  be  guilty  of, 
would  be  conspicuous  in  him  was  he  to  omit  thanking,  in  the 
warmest  terms,  his  Excellency  Governor  Nelson,  for  the  aid 
he  has  derived  from  him,  and  from  the  militia  under  his  com- 
mand, to  whose  activity,  emulation,  and  courage,  much  ap- 
plause is  due.  The  greatness  of  the  acquisition  will  be  an  am- 
ple compensation  for  the  hardships  and  hazards  which  they 
encountered  with  bo  much  patriotism  and  firmness. 

In  order  to  infuse  the  general  joy  through  every  breast,  the 
general  orders  that  those  men  belonging  to  the  army  who  may 
now  be  in  confinement,  shall  be  pardoned,  released,  and  join 
their  respective  corps. 

Divine  service  is  to  be  performed  to-morrow  in  the  several 


Digitized  by  Google 


1038 


DIARY  OF  HIE  REVOLUTION, 


[1781 


brigades  or  divisions.  The  commander-in-chief  earnestly  re- 
commends that  the  troops  not  on  duty  should  universally  at- 
tend, with  that  seriousness  of  deportment  and  gratitude  of 
heart  which  the  recognition  of  such  reiterated  and  astonishing 
interposition  of  Providence,  demands  of  us.1 

Octobkr  20. — This  morning,  Cornwallis,  in  a  letter  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  siege,  which 
terminated  yesterday  in  his  surrender  to  the 
por  Yorktownf*  allied  forces  of  France  and  America : — "  I  never 
saw  Yorktown  in  any  favorable  light,  but  when  I  found  I  was 
to  be  attacked  in  it  in  so  unprepared  a  state,  by  so  powerful 
an  army  and  artillery,  nothing  but  the  hopes  of  relief  would 
have  induced  me  to  attempt  its  defence,  for  I  would  either 
have  endeavored  to  escape  to  New  York,  by  rapid  marches 
from  the  Gloucester  side,  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Washington's  troops  at  Williamsburg,  or  I  would,  notwith- 
standing the  disparity  of  numbers,  have  attacked  them  in  the 
open  field,  where  it  might  have  been  just  possible  that  fortune 
would  have  favored  the  gallantry  of  the  handful  of  troops  un- 
der my  command.  But  being  assured  by  your  Excellency's 
letters,  that  every  possible  means  would  be  tried  by  the  navy 
and  army  to  relieve  us,  I  could  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to 
venture  on  either  of  those  desperate  attempts.  Therefore,  after 
remaining  two  days  in  a  strong  position  in  front  of  this  place, 
in  hopes  of  being  attacked,  upon  observing  that  the  enemy 
were  taking  measures  which  could  not  fail  of  turning  my  left 
flank  in  a  short  time,  and  receiving  on  the  second  evening  your 
letter  of  the  24th  of  September,  informing  me  that  the  relief 
would  6ail  about  the  5th  of  October,  I  withdrew  within  the 
works  on  the  night  of  the  29th  of  September,  hoping,  by  the 
labor  and  firmness  of  the  soldiers,  to  protract  the  defence  nntil 
you  could  arrive.  Every  thing  was  to  be  expected  from  the 
spirit  of  the  troops,  but  every  disadvantage  attended  their 
labors,  as  the  works  were  to  be  continued  under  the  enemy's 
fire,  and  our  stock  of  intrenching  tools,  which  did  not  much 

* 

1  New  York  Packet,  November  16. 
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exceed  four  hundred  when  we  began  to  work  in  the  latter  end 
of  August,  was  now  much  diminished. 

"  The  enemy  broke  ground  on  the  30th,  and  constructed  on 
that  night,  and  the  two  following  days  and  nights,  two  re- 
doubts,  which,  with  some  works  that  had  belonged  to  our  out- 
ward position,  occupied  a  gorge  between  two  creeks  or  ravines, 
which  come  from  the  river  on  each  side  of  the  town.  On  the 
night  of  the  6th  of  October  they  made  their  first  parallel, 
extending  from  its  right  on  the  river  to  a  deep  ravine  on  the 
left,  nearly  opposite  to  the  centre  of  this  place,  and  embracing 
our  whole  left,  at  the  distance  of  six  hundred  yards.  Having 
perfected  this  parallel,  their  batteries  opened  on  the  evening 
of  the  9th  against  our  left,  and  other  batteries  fired  at  the  same 
time  against  a  redoubt  advanced  over  the  creek  upon  our  left, 
and  defended  by  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  of  the 
23d  regiment,  and  marines,  who  maintained  that  post  with  un- 
common gallantry.  The  fire  continued  incessant  from  heavy 
cannon,  and  from  mortars  and  howitzers,  throwing  shells  from 
eight  to  sixteen  inches,  until  our  guns  on  the  left  were  silenced, 
our  works  much  damaged,  and  our  loss  of  men  considerable. 
On  the  night  of  the  11th  they  began  their  second  parallel, 
about  three  hundred  yards  nearer  to  us.  The  troops  being 
much  weakened  by  sickness,  as  well  as  by  the  fire  of  the  be- 
siegers, and  observing  that  the  enemy  had  not  only  secured  their 
flanks,  but  were  proceeding  in  every  respect  with  the  utmost 
regularity  and  caution,  I  could  not  venture  so  large  sorties 
as  to  hope  from  them  any  considerable  effect,  but  otherwise  I 
did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  interrupt  their  work,  by  open- 
ing new  embrazures  for  guns,  and  keeping  a  constant  fire  with 
all  the  howitzers  and  small  mortars  that  we  could  man. 

"  On  the  evening  of  the  14th  they  assaulted  and  carried  two 
redoubts,  that  had  been  advanced  abont  three  hundred  yards, 
for  the  purpose  of  delaying  their  approaches,  and  covering  our 
left  flank,  and  during  the  night  included  them  in  their  second 
parallel,  on  which  they  continued  to  work  with  the  utmost 
exertion.  Being  perfectly  sensible  that  our  works  could  not 
stand  many  hours  after  the  opening  of  the  batteries  of  that 
parallel,  we  not  only  continued  a  constant  fire  with  all  our 


Digitized  by  Google 


1040 


PI  A  It  Y  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


mortars,  and  every  gun  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it, 
but  a  little  before  daybreak  in  the  morning  of  the  16th,  I  or- 
dered a  sortie  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Abercrombie,  to  attack  two 
batteries  which  appeared  to  be  in  the  greatest  forwardness, 
and  to  spike  the  guns ;  a  detachment  of  guards,  with  the  80th 
company  of  grenadiers,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lake,  attacked  the  one,  and  one  of  light  infantry  under 
the  command  of  Major  Armstrong  attacked  the  other,  and 
both  succeeded  in  forcing  the  redoubts  that  covered  them, 
spiking  eleven  guns,  and  killing  or  wounding  about  one  hun- 
dred of  the  French  troops,  who  had  the  guard  of  that  part  of 
the  trenches,  and  with  little  loss  on  our  side. 

"  This  action,  though  extremely  honorable  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  executed  it,  proved  of  little  public  advantage,  for 
the  cannon  having  been  spiked  in  a  hurry,  were  soon  rendered 
lit  for  service  again,  and  before  dark  the  whole  parallel  and 
batteries  appeared  to  bo  nearly  complete. 

"  At  this  time  we  knew  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  whole 
front  attacked  in  which  we  could  show  a  single  gun,  and  our 
shells  were  nearly  expended  ;  I  had  therefore  only  to  choose 
between  preparing  to  surrender  next  day,  or  endeavoring  to 
get  off  with  the  greatest  part  of  the  troops,  and  I  determined 
to  attempt  the  latter,  reflecting  that  though  it  should  prove 
unsuccessful  in  its  object,  it  might  at  least  delay  the  enemy  in 
the  prosecution  of  further  enterprises.  Sixteen  large  boats 
were  prepared,  and  upon  other  pretexts  were  ordered  to  be  in 
readiness  to  receive  troops  precisely  at  ten  o'clock  ;  with  those 
I  hoped  to  pass  the  infantry  during  the  night,  abandoning  our 
baggage,  and  leaving  a  detachment  to  capitulate  for  the  town's 
people,  and  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  on  which  subject  a  let- 
ter was  ready  to  be  delivered  to  General  Washington.  After 
making  my  arrangements  with  the  utmost  secrecy,  the  light 
infantry,  the  greatest  part  of  the  guards,  and  part  of  the  23d 
regiment,  embarked  at  the  hour  appointed,  and  most  of  them 
landed  at  Gloucester,  but  at  the  critical  moment,  the  weather 
from  being  moderate  and  calm,  changed  to  a  most  violent 
storm  of  wind  and  rain,  and  drove  all  the  boats,  some  of  which 
had  troops  on  board,  down  the  river. 
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"  It  was  soon  evident  that  the  intended  passage  was  imprac- 
ticable, and  the  absence  of  the  boats  rendered  it  equally  im- 
possible to  bring  back  the  troops  that  had  passed,  which  I  had 
ordered  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  In  this  situation, 
with  my  little  force  divided,  the  enemy's  batteries  opened  at 
daybreak.  The  passage  between  this  place  and  Gloucester  was 
much  exposed,  but  the  boats  having  now  returned,  they  were 
ordered  to  bring  back  the  troops  that  had  passed  during  the 
night,  and  they  joined  us  in  the  forenoon  without  much  loss. 
Our  works  in  the  mean  time  were  going  to  ruin,  and  not  hav- 
ing been  able  to  strengthen  them  by  abbatis,  nor  in  any  other 
manner  than  by  a  slight  friezing,  which  the  enemy's  artillery 
were  demolishing  whenever  they  tired,  my  opinion  entirely 
coincided  with  that  of  the  engineer  and  the  principal  officers 
of  the  army,  that  they  were  in  many  places  very  assailable  in 
the  forenoon,  and  that  by  the  continuance  of  the  same  lire  for 
a  few  hours  longer,  they  M  ould  be  in  such  a  state  as  to  render 
it  desperate  with  our  numbers  to  maintain  them.  AVe  at  that 
time  could  not  fire  a  single  gun,  only  one  eight-inch,  and  little 
more  than  one  hundred  cohom-shells  remained ;  a  diversion 
by  the  French  ships  of  war  that  lay  at  the  mouth  of  York 
liiver  was  to  be  expected,  our  numbers  had  been  diminished 
by  the  enemy's  tire,  bnt  particularly  by  sickness,  and  the 
strength  and  spirits  of  those  in  the  works  were  much  exhausted 
by  the  fatigue  of  constant  watching  and  unremitting  duty. 

"  Under  all  these  circumstances  I  thought  it  would  have 
been  wanton  and  inhuman  to  the  last  degree,  to  sacrifice  the 
lives  of  this  small  body  of  gallant  soldiers  who  had  ever  be- 
haved with  so  much  fidelity  and  courage,  by  exposing  them 
to  an  assault,  which,  from  the  numbers  and  precautions  of  the 
enemy,  could  not  fail  to  succeed.  I  therefore  proposed  to 
capitulate. 

u  I  sincerely  lament  that  better  terms  of  capitulation  could 
not  be  obtained,  but  I  have  neglected  nothing  to  alleviate  the 
misfortunes  and  distress  of  both  officers  and  soldiers.  The  men 
are  well  clothed,  and  provided  with  necessaries,  and  I  trust 
will  be  regularly  supplied  by  the  means  of  the  officers  that  are 
permitted  to  remain  with  them.  The  treatment  in  general  that 
66 
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we  have  received  from  the  enemy  since  our  surrender,  has 
been  perfectly  good  and  proper,  but  the  kindness  and  atten- 
tion that  has  been  shown  to  us  by  the  French  officers  in  par- 
ticular, their  delicate  sensibility  of  our  situation,  their  gener- 
ous and  pressing  offers  of  money  both  public  and  private  to 
any  amount,  has  really  gone  beyond  what  I  can  possibly 
describe,  and  will,  I  hope,  make  an  impression  on  the  breast 
of  every  British  officer  whenever  the  fortune  of  war  should 
put  any  of  them  into  our  power. 

"  Although  the  event  has  been  so  unfortunate,  the  patience 
of  the  soldiers  in  bearing  the  greatest  fatigues,  and  their  firm- 
ness and  intrepidity  under  a  persevering  fire  of  shot  and  shells, 
that  I  believe  has  not  often  been  exceeded,  deserves  the  high- 
est commendation  and  praise ;  a  successful  defence,  however, 
in  our  situation,  was  perhaps  impossible,  for  the  place  could 
only  be  reekoned  an  intrenched  camp,  subject  in  many  places 
to  enfilades,  and  the  ground  in  general  so  disadvantageous, 
that  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  fortifying  it  as  a  post  to  pro- 
tect the  navy,  could  have  induced  any  person  to  erect  works 
upon  it.  Our  force  diminished  daily  by  sickness  and  other  losses, 
and  was  reduced,  when  offered  to  capitulate,  on  this  side  to 
little  more  than  three  thousand  two  hundred  rank  and  file,  fit 
for  duty,  including  officers,  servants,  and  artificers,  and  at 
Gloucester,  about  six  hundred,  including  cavalry.  The  enemy?s 
army  consisted  of  upwards  of  eight  thousand  French,  nearly 
as  many  Continentals,  and  five  thousand  militia.  They 
brought  an  immense  train  of  heavy  artillery,  most  amply  fur- 
nished with  ammunition,  and  perfectly  well-manned. 

"The  constant  and  universal  cheerfulness  and  spirit  of  the 
officers  in  all  hardship  and  danger,  deserve  my  warmest  ac- 
knowledgments, and  I  have  been  particularly  indebted  to 
Brigadier-General  O'Hara,  and  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Aber- 
crombie,  the  former  commanding  on  the  right,  and  the  latter 
on  the  left,  for  their  attention  and  exertion  on  every  occasion. 
The  detachment  of  the  23d  regiment  and  marines  in  the  re- 
doubt on  the  right,  commanded  by  Captain  Apthorpe,  and  the 
subsequent  detachments  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Johnston,  deserve  particular  commendation  ;  Captain  Roek- 
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port  who  commanded  the  artillery,  and  indeed  every  officer 
and  soldier  of  that  distinguished  corps,  and  Lieutenant  Suther- 
land the  commanding  engineer,  have  merited  in  every  respect 
my  highest  approbation,  and  I  cannot  sufficiently  acknowledge 
my  obligations  to  Captain  Symmonds,  who  commanded  his 
Majesty's  ships,  and  the  other  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy, 
for  their  zealous  and  active  co-operation." 1 

After  an  attentive  perusal  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  letter  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  containing  an  account  of  the  reduction  of  his 
post  and  army  in  Virginia,  wc  think  the  follow-  CornwauiJ,-,x«tter 
ing  observations  are  equally  just  and  natural : —  OHtktaad 

I.  That  h is  lordship  is  no  general.  This  is  evident: — 1. 
From  the  nature  of  the  posts  he  occupied  ;  2.  From  the  struc- 
ture of  his  works ;  3.  From  his  presuming  it  impracticable  to 
escape  to  New  York  by  land;  4.  From  his  neglecting  to  obtain 
earlier  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  General  Washington, 
at  the  head  of  the  allied  army. 

II.  His  lordship  is  no  soldier.  This  is  evident : — 1.  From 
his  neglecting  to  .attack  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette  and  the 
French  troops,  before  the  arrival  of  General  "Washington  ;  2. 
From  his  evacuating  his  outposts  at  the  approach  of  the 
French  grenadiers ;  3.  From  his  not  daring  to  make  a  sortie,  by 
which  he  might  have  injured  our  works,  and  protracted  the 
siege  for  several  weeks. 

III.  His  lordship  is  no  politician.  This  is  evident:— 1. 
From  his  neglecting  to  take  notice  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ger- 
man troops  during  the  siege.  This  impolitic  omission  will 
probably  be  resented  by  large  and  immediate  desertions  from 
the  German  corps  who  are  now  in  captivity  among  us.  2. 
From  his  accounts  of  the  strength  of  the  American  army. 
The  powers  of  Europe  must  soon  see  the  impossibility  of  con- 
quering America,  when  they  perceive  from  Lord  Cornwallis's 
letter  that  only  one  of  our  armies  consisted,  after  a  war  of 
nearly  six  years,  of  eight  thousand  regulars  and  five  thousand 
militiamen. 


1  Rivington's  Gazette,  November  24,  1781. 
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TV.  His  lordship  is  no  gentleman.  This  is  evident  from 
his  ungrateful  silence  as  to  the  noble  and  generous  conduct  of 
General  Washington  and  the  American  officers  to  him  and 
his  army  after  the  capitulation. 

The  magnanimity,  humanity,  and  politeness  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  American  armies  would  have  extorted 
expressions  of  gratitude  and  respect  from  an  Indian  savage,  a 
Tartar,  or  a  Turk.  A  British  General  and  an  English  noble- 
man is  the  only  human  being  that  could  have  treated  such  su- 
perlative virtue  with  sullen  disrespect.1 

October  27. — An  honest  old  German,  a  watchman  of  Phila- 
delphia, having  conducted  the  express  rider  from  Yorktown,  to 
the  door  of  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  a  few 
nights  ago,  continued  the  duties  of  his  office,  calling  out : 
«  Baslit  dree  o'-glock,  und  Gornwal-lis  iaht  da-kcn."  ■  [ 

Scammel  is  dead  : — When  the  good  man,  the  just,  the  gen- 
erous, and  the  brave,  and  one  who  has  from  a  sense  of  duty, 
coionri  Alexander  f°undcd  in  the  reflection  of  a  virtuous  and  en- 

scammei.  lightened  mind,  and  in  defence  of  his  country's 
freedom,  faced  death  in  all  its  forms,  is  suddenly  snatched  from 
the  scenes  of  his  life  ;  the  eye  of  liberty  weeps  a  mournful  tear, 
and  the  heart  of  virtue  swells  with  a  rending  sigh. 

In  the  late  siege  of  Yorktown  fell  that  accomplished  soldier, 
and  beloved  citizen,  Alexander  Scammel,  colonel  of  the  first 
battalion  of  the  New  Hampshire  line.*  He  was  bora  at  Men- 
don,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  educated  at  Harvard 
College,  where  at  all  times  he  had  the  approbation  and  ap- 
plause of  the  governors,  and  the  universal  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
students ;  after  his  education  was  completed,  he  was  intro- 
duced to  the  world.  Such  was  the  softness  of  his  manners, 
and  the  ease  of  his  address,  that  all  persons  of  politeness  and 
sentiment,  to  whom  he  was  introduced,  coveted  nothing  more 

1  "  A  Subaltern,"  in  the  New  York  Packet,  December  27. 
*  New  York  Packet,  Norember  1. 

1  Colonel  Scammell  wan  wounded  while  reconnoitring  a  redoubt,  on  the 
ing  of  the  80th  of  September,  and  died  on  the  6th  of  October. 
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than  his  intimate  acquaintance.  So  sincere  was  he  in  his 
friendship,  that  those  to  whom  he  professed  it,  engaged  him 
with  the  most  unreserved  confidence ;  he  breathed  the  senti- 
ments of  civil  liberty  at  so  early  a  period  of  his  life,  that  it 
might  be  easily  foreseen  he  was  peculiarly  formed  for  the 
most  important  and  honorable  purposes,  lie  took  an  early 
and  decided  part  in  his  country's  cause,  and  readily  flew  to 
her  aid  on  the  first  commencement  of  hostilities  ;  he  served  as 
brigade-major  to  General  Sullivan,  and  afterwards  as  aid  to 
the  same  general,  and  to  General  Lee,  and  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed a  colonel  in  the  New  Hampshire  line ;  but  that  place 
not  giving  sufficient  scope  to  his  extraordinary  abilities,  he  was 
made  adjutant-general  of  the  American  army,  thereby  be- 
coming one  of  General  Washington's  family.  He  was  so  happy 
as  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  the  greatest  character  now  in 
the  world ;  he  had  the  general's  entire  confidence,  and  was 
highly  honored  by  being  ranked  among  his  peculiar  friends, 
a  situation  at  the  same  time  coveted  and  envied  by  some  of 
the  greatest  characters  in  Europe  and  America.  With  tliis 
berth  he  became  dissatisfied,  because  it  often  excused  him  in 
time  of  action  from  those  dangers  to  which  others  were  ex- 
posed ;  he  therefore,  prompted  by  a  peculiar  generosity  of  sen- 
timent, again  joined  his  battalion,  and  in  the  late  expedition 
was  honored  with  the  command  of  the  light  infantry  ;  but 
early  in  the  siege,  as  he  was  reconnoitring  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion, he  received  a  shot,  which  put  an  end  to  his  useful  and 
well-improved  life. 

Though  no  bust  or  sculptured  stone  shall  dash  his  memory 
on  the  traveller's  curious  mind,  his  patriot  virtues  shall  live 
in  the  memory  of  his  grateful  country,  while  freedom  dwells 
on  earth,  and  his  distinguished  character  shall  furnish  the  his- 
tory of  this  glorious  war  with  many  a  brilliant  page ;  our  in- 
dependence shall  often  point  to  all  his  many  wounds,  and  be 
a  lasting  monument  of  all  his  fame.1 

October  28. — Yesterday  the  great  and  important  event  of 

1  Pennsylvania  Packet,  November  20. 
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the  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  whole  army,  to  the 
combined  forces  commanded  by  his  Excellency  GENERAL 
cornwftiiinvi  sur>  WASHINGTON,  was  celebrated  at  Trenton,  in 

render  ivlclirated     T  ,  . 

atTrvnion.  IS ew  Jersey,  with  every  mark  ot  joy  and  festivity. 
The  day  was  ushered  in  with  the  beating  of  drums,  and  the 
American  colors  were  displayed  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 
At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  his  Excellency  the  governor, 
the  Honorable  the  Council  and  Assembly,  with  the  inhabit- 
ants  of  the  town  and  vicinity,  attended  divine  service  at  the 
Presbyterian  church,  where  a  discourse  adapted  to  the  occasion 
was  delivered  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Spencer. 

At  noon  a  proper  discharge  of  cannon  was  fired  by  the 
corps  of  artillery  belonging  to  the  town,  in  the  presence  of  the 
governor,  General  Dickinson,  the  members  of  the  Legislature, 
and  the  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  neighborhood,  assembled 
on  the  common. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  the  company  repaired  to  an 
elegant  entertainment,  at  which  the  following  toasts  were 
drank,  and  severally  accompanied  with  a  discharge  of  ar- 
tillery : — 

1.  The  United  States  of  America;  2.  The  Congress;  3. 
The  king  of  France;  4.  General  Washington  and  the  Ameri- 
can army ;  5.  The  Count  de  Rochambeau  and  the  French 
army  ;  6.  The  Count  de  Grasse  and  the  French  fleet ;  7.  Gen- 
eral Greene  and  the  Southern  army  ;  8.  The  friends  of  liberty 
throughout  the  world  ;  9.  The  memory  of  Generals  Warren, 
Montgomery,  and  all  the  other  heroes  who  have  fallen  in  the 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  America ;  10.  Peace  on  honorable 
terms,  or  war  forever;  11.  The  great  and  heroic  Ifyder  Ali, 
raised  up  by  Providence  to  avenge  the  numberless  cruelties 
perpetrated  by  the  English  on  his  unoffending  countrymen,  and 
to  check  the  insolence  and  reduce  the  power  of  Britain  in  the 
East  Indies  ;'  12.  The  governor  and  State  of  New  Jersey  ;  13. 
The  glorious  19th  of  October,  1781.  At  seven  in  the  evening 
the  company  retired,  and  the  rejoicings  were  concluded  by  a 

■ 
* 

1  The  account*  of  the  sticcew  of  Hyder  Ali  in  the  East  Indies,  arrired  in 
America  on  the  23d  of  August,  1781. 
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brilliant  illumination.  Every  thing  was  conducted  with  the  * 
greatest  good  order  and  propriety,  and  we  mention  it  with 
pleasure,  that  not  the  least  disturbance  or  irregularity  happened 
during  the  whole  festivity.  What  greatly  added  also  to  the 
joy  inspired  by  this  glorious  event,  was  the  pleasing  recollec- 
tion of  the  advantages  already  reaped  from  our  alliance  with 
that  magnanimous  Prince,  whose  troops  have  had  eo  great  a 
share  in  executing  the  important  enterprise,  an  alliance  now 
more  firmly  cemented  by  the  united  effusion*  of  French  and 
American  blood,  in  a  conquest  the  more  agreeable  to  both  na- 
tions, for  being  obtained  by  their  combined  efforts  as  follow- 
;  >ldiers  and  fellow-victors  in  the  same  triumphant  cause.1 

October  30. — An  American  soldier,  in  the  Maryland  Ga- 
zette, thus  addresses  the  unfortunate  Comwallis  : — 

k<  My  Lord  : — A  general  who  possesses  that  dignity  of  soul, 
which  exalts  the  conqueror  above  the  insolence  of  a  triumph, 
and  elevates  the  vanquished  above  meanness  and  A.wns<to 
despondence,  will  ever  find  the  generous  among  cmwaiiu. 
his  enemies,  ready  to  applaud  his  merit,  and  to  drop  a  tear  to 
his  misfortunes,  whilst  the  oliicer  who  wages  a  savage  warfare, 
and  sullies  his  victories  by  insults  and  inhumanity,  will  not 
have  a  friend  among  the  virtuous,  even  in  the  zenith  of  his 
success,  nor  one  of  all  mankind  to  sympathize  with  him  on  a 
reverse  of  fortune.  The  philanthropy  of  America  would  be 
highly  gratified  in  paying  your  lordship  the  tribute  due  an  en- 
lightened and  humane  soldier,  did  your  conduct  deserve  such 
treatment;  but  as  her  justice  obliges  her  to  view  you  in  the 
odious  light  of  a  cruel  leader  and  an  unprincipled  plunderer,  it 
would  be  impious  in  her  to  treat  you  with  generosity  or  deli, 
cacy.  As  an  American  soldier  I  consider  it  a  virtue  to  imbit- 
ter  your  eantivitv,  by  recalling  to  your  remembrance  the  lollies 
which  have  led  to  your  present  catastrophe,  and  to  hold  you 
up  as  an  object  of  universal  detestation,  by  surrounding  you 
with  an  assemblage  of  your  crimes;  but  the  implacable  resent- 

1  New  Jersey  ftazette,  October  31.  The  crlebrntion  of  this  event  tool;  place 
m  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  October  '23  ;  ot  Albany,  New  York,  November  3  ;  and 
at  Puxtoti,  Pennsylvania,  October  27. 
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merit  I  feel,  when  I  reflect  on  your  lordship's  cruelties,  shall 
not  hurry  me  beyond  the  bounds  of  candor  and  truth,  or  bribe 
me  to  cloud  your  reputation  with  one  undeserved  shade. 

"  Considering  your  lordship  as  one  of  the  principal  actors  in 
the  military  drama,  Ihave  taken  some  pains  to  acquire  a  knowl- 
edge of  your  principles  and  abilities,  and  I  sincerely  wish  the 
result  of  my  inquiries  was  less  degrading  to  human  nature. 
As  a  politician,  I  have  found  you  devoid  of  stability  and  in- 
tegrity ;  as  a  soldier,  deficient  in  every  amiable  and  leading 
characteristic  of  your  profession. 

u  When  the  present  contest  was  merely  a  political  question, 
we  observe  your  lordship  engaged  in  a  warm  opposition  to  the 
ministry,  and,  if  parliamentary  records  are  to  be  relied  on,  not 
hesitating  to  declare,  that  should  an  armed  force  be  called  in  to 
the  aid  of  their  unconstitutional  laws,  resistance  on  the  part  of 
Ameiica  would  become  a  duty  they  owed  to  themselves  and 
the:  posterity.  These  sentiments,  my  lord,  were  truly  digni- 
fied, and  had  you  made  them  the  unerring  rule  of  your  con- 
duet,  must  have  insured  you  the  gratitude  of  America,  and  the 
esteem  of  the  virtuous  of  every  nation  ;  but  how  opposite  were 
your  professions  and  principles !  In  a  few  months,  regardless 
of  your  solemn  declarations,  you  prepare  to  embark  for  Ameri- 
ca, and  to  enforce  in  a  militarv  character  the  vcrv  measures 
which,  as  a  senator,  you  had  reprobated  as  unjust  and  oppres- 
sive. This  is  a  fact,  my  lord,  which  your  warmest  partisans 
have  not  the  effrontery  to  deny,  and  which  no  act  or  eloquence 
can  palliate  !  Had  you  displayed  in  your  operations  the  sub- 
lime of  military  talents,  and  been  crowned  with  every  trophy 
.  ambition  fights  for,  this  one  act  would  damn  you  to  eternal 
infamy  !  From  the  moment  you  consented  to  draw  your  sword 
against  her  liberties,  America  ought  to  have  viewed  you  as  a 
monster  ;  yet  she  formed  a  favorable  idea  of  your  character, 
and  gave  you  credit  for  virtues  you  never  possessed,  even  in 
contemplation.  This  erroneous  opinion  with  respect  to  your 
lordship  must  have  flowed  from  your  situation,  which  prevent- 
ed both  your  head  and  heart  from  having  a  fair  trial.  Sir 
William  Howe,  whilst  you  acted  under  his  immediate  com- 
mand, put  you  almost  above  the  reach  of  fortune.    At  the 
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head  of  the  British  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  opposed  to 
raw  and  undisciplined  troops,  and  of  far  inferior  numbers,  an 
officer  of  the  lowest  rate  abilities  could  not  fail  of  acquiring 
eclat,  and  it  is  very  uncommon  for  crimes  to  be  imputed  to  the 
hero  of  a  triumph.  The  smiles  of  prosperity  cover  a  multitude 
of  sins  in  private  life,  but  a  fortunate  general  is  immaculate  in 
the  eves  of  a  misi' lidding  world. 

"  An  unbounded  ambition  is  the  source  of  all  your  lord- 
ship's misfortunes.  Flattered  with  the  fond  idea  of  outstripping 
your  good  friend  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  military  fame,  and  be- 
coming commander-in-chief,  you  used  all  your  influence  to  ob- 
tain a  separate  command,  and  the  Southern  States  were  fixed 
on  as  the  theatre  of  your  achievements.  Like  Phtuton,  you 
imprudently  engaged  in  an  undertaking  beyond  your  abilities, 
gave  the  rein  to  your  enterprise,  and  left  reason  and  humanity 
behind  to  lament  your  follies  and  cruelties,  and  like  that  rash 
adventurer,  you  have  not  only  wrought  your  own  ruin,  but 
have  involved  thousands  in  unmerited  calamity. 

"The  battle  of  Camden  was  the  first  memorable  event  that 
marked  your  lordship's  operations,  which,  though  it  afforded 
you  the  momentary  exultation  of  a  dear  bought  victory,  and 
gave  you  an  opportunity  of  figuring  in  the  gazettes  at  the  ex- 
pense of  candor,  proved  disgraceful  to  you  in  its  consequences. 
Instead  of  improving  the  advantages  of  this  success,  you 
suffered  your  army  to  relax  their  discipline,  in  a  state  of  inac- 
tivity, whilst  your  enemy  was  recovering  from  the  shock  of 
the  defeat.  After  dreaming  away  some  months,  you  marched 
into  North  Carolina  and  took  possession  of  Charlotte ;  but  find- 
ing the  rude  Whigs  of  Mecklenburgh  very  troublesome,  and 
hearing  a  small  body  of  continentals  and  militia  were  moving 
towards  you,  your  lordship  made  a  precipitate  retreat  to  the 
strongholds  of  Winsborough,  and  suffered  a  part  of  your  bag- 
gage to  come  into  our  hands,  within  sight  of  your  army.  In 
the  mean  time,  Colonel  Ferguson,  being  unsupported  by  your 
lordship,  fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  partisan  spirit,  and  several  of 
your  other  detachments  were  defeated  by  the  militia.  The 
Tories,  who,  encouraged  by  your  superior  force  and  fortune, 
were  arming  in  your  cause,  gave  over  the  design,  and  lay  still 
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at  home.    All  these  events  flowed  from  your  lordship's  amaz- 
ing inactivity.    Although  the  American  forces  did  not  amount 
to  half  the  number  von  could  have  brought  into  the  lield,  I 
verily  believe  your  lordship  would  have  Blept  away  the  winter 
in  a  southern  climate,  the  season  for  active  operations,  had  not 
General  Morgan's  detachment  aroused  you  from  your  lethargy, 
and  alarmed  you  for  your  outposts  ;  but  even  then  you  acted 
like  a  man  stupelied  with  opiates.    When  you  might  have 
subjected  Morgan  to  the  operations  of  your  whole  force,  you 
opposed  to  him  a  detachment,  not  much  superior  in  number  to 
his  command,  and,  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  good  policy,  left 
that  doubtful  which  you  might  have  made  certain.    Was  it 
just  to  judge  from  events,  the  folly  of  this  measure  would  re- 
ceive additional  proofs  from  its  unfortunate  issue.    Your  dar- 
ling Tarleton  met  with  a  complete  defeat,  and  in  return  for 
your  lordship's  unwarranted  partiality  in  his  favor,  threw  yon 
into  a  delirium  by  the  tale  of  his  misfortunes.    In  a  paroxysm 
of  grief  and  rage,  you  made  a  burnt  offering  of  your  baggage, 
and  became  rash,  bold,  and  enterprising.    You  conceived  the 
daring  idea  of  recovering  your  captivated  troops,  and  of  tear- 
ing the  laurel  wreath  from  the  brow  of  the  illustrious  Morgan; 
and  had  this  triumph  a  licet  ed  him  as  the  success  at  Camden 
did  your  lordship,  you  would  most  certainly  have  effected  it  ; 
but  he  was  too  great  an  ollicer  to  consider  himself  victorious, 
until  he  had  secured  the  fruits  of  his  victory.    The  historian 
who  delineates  the  character  of  the  herj  of  the  Cowpens,  will 
be  at  a  loss  to  determine  whether  he  deserves  greater  applause 
for  his  gallantry  and  address  in  obtaining  the  victory,  or  for 
Ins  great  exertion  of  abilities  in  securing  and  improving  the 
advantages  resulting  from  it. 

'*  Disappointed  in  this  attempt,  and  General  Greene's  army 
and  Morgan's  detachment  having  formed  a  junction,  a  new 
object  attracted  your  lordship's  attention,  and  a  new  held  was 
open  for  the  display  of  great  talents.  Every  advantage  an 
officer  could  wish,  who  longed  for  a  brilliant  name,  was  on 
your  lordship's  side.  Your  army  was  greatly  superior,  both 
in  numbers  and  discipline,  to  that  of  your  enemy,  and  you  was 
in  the  midst  of  your  friends.    It  was  your  interest  to  bring  on 
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an  immediate  and  decisive  action,  and  consequently  General 
Greene's  to  avoid  it.  Here,  then,  was  a  trial  of  skill ;  Greene's 
address  prevailed,  and  gave  him  the  palm  ;  he  retired  over  the 
Dan  and  Stanton  Rivers  in  the  face  of  your  lordship's  army, 
in  good  order  and  without  loss,  and  by  amazing  exertions 
gained  such  an  accession  of  force,  as  rendered  it  prudent  and 
advisable  for  him  to  meet  your  lordship  in  the  field.  He  knew 
that  a  defeat  would  be  certain  ruin  to  you,  and  could  onlv  be 
a  partial  evil  to  him.  Guilford  was  the  scene  of  action  ;  the 
contest  was  obstinate  and  bloody  ;  and  although  fortune  gave 
your  lordship  the  field,  it  terminated  honorably  for  the  Ameri- 
can arms,  and  was  attended  with  most  of  the  good  consequen- 
ces of  a  victory.  This  is  not  the  suggestion  of  fancy  or  preju- 
dice ;  it  is  an  assertion  established  by  the  most  undeniable 
facts.  A  few  days  after  your  boasted  success,  we  find  your 
lordship  making  a  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  your  wounded 
to  our  mercy,  and  your  Tory  friends  to  the  justice  of  their 
country.  Previous  to  your  retreat,  you  issued  a  pompous 
proclamation,  emblazoning  your  success,  and  inviting  these  in- 
fatuated men  to  fly  to  the  royal  standard  for  protection  for  their 
property  and  persons,  and  then  basely  deserted  them.  I  defy 
your  lordship  to  defend  this  conduct,  either  upon  the  principles 
of  policy,  justice,  or  humanity.  To  destroy  the  confidence  the 
Tories  had  placed  in  the  promises  of  government  and  her  officers, 
was  surely  impolitic  ;  to  deny  them  that  protection  you  prom- 
ised them,  unjust ;  and  to  delude  them  into  a  conduct  which 
must  subject  them  to  punishment,  the  extreme  of  cruelty  ! 

"  With  a  victorious  army  you  retired  to  Wilmington,  and 
took  shelter  under  the  guns  of  your  shipping,  leaving  your 
posts  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  which  you  had  wasted 
much  time  and  spilt  much  blood  in  establishing,  open  to  the 
vionlance  of  General  Greene,  who  instantly  took  advantage  of 
your  lordship's  error,  made  a  rapid  march  into  tho.se  States, 
and  in  a  few  months,  by  the  most  consummate  address  and 
unwearied  perseverance,  reduced  all  your  posts,  except  Charles- 
ton, Savannah,  and  Ninety-Six,  and  made  their  garrisons 
prisoners  of  war.  Ninety-Six  was  on  the  point  of  surrender- 
ing, and  although  relieved  by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  troops 
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from  Europe,  was  soon  after  abandoned.  I  ask  your  lordship 
what  advantages  you  promised  yourself,  equal  to  such  certain 
and  important  losses  ?  Surely  you  were  not  so  ignorant  as  to 
suppose  that  your  marching  through  Virginia  would  compen- 
sate for  your  posts  and  garrisons  sacrificed  in  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  Deluded  by  the  splendor  of  the  enterprise,  you  lost 
sight  of  every  other  consideration,  and  rested  your  justification 
on  the  event,  which,  had  it  been  as  brilliant  as  it  is  unfortu- 
nate, such  is  the  disposition  of  your  countrymen,  that  thev 
would  not  only  have  acquitted  you  of  rashness  and  folly,  but 
have  decreed  you  a  triumph  ! 

M  You  have  put  all  your  trust  in  fortune,  and  she  has  jilted 
you  in  the  moment  you  most  needed  her  favors.  Despairing 
of  nothing  yourself,  you  have  taught  your  royal  master  and 
his  ministry  to  hope  for  every  thing.    Whilst  warmed  with 
the  prospect  of  the  possession  of  the  Southern  States,  and  cher- 
ishing a  fond  hope  of  an  entire  subjection  of  America,  they 
will  receive  the  6ad  recital  of  your  misfortunes,  and  your  lord- 
ship will  be  sacrificed  to  their  disappointed  ambition,  and  to 
appease  the  clamors  of  the  people.    How  truly  pitiable  your 
lordship's  situation  !    Deserted  and  abused  by  your  own  coun- 
trymen, for  your  want  of  success  and  military  talents ;  despised 
and  execrated  by  America,  for  your  want  of  humanity,  you 
must  bid  an  eternal  adieu  to  temporal  felicity  ;  the  suffrages 
of  the  world  will  deny  you  a  good  name,  and  a  guilty  con- 
science rob  you  of  inward  peace  and  domestic  tranquillity  t 
Your  lot,  my  lord,  is  really  severe,  but  it  is  what  you  have 
richly  merited  !     Your  inhuman  treatment  of  the  wretched 
slaves  who  fled  to  you  for  freedom  and  protection,  is  more  than 
sufficient  to  entitle  you  to  the  heaviest  calamity.    Callous  to 
the  tender  emotions  of  compassion,  and  6teeled  against  the 
miseries  of  your  fellow  creatures,  your  lordship  can  have  no 
claim  on  the  sympathy  of  mankind,  or  the  smiles  of  heaven."  1 

October  30. — Yesterday  the  account  of  the  surrender  of 
the  British  army,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  was 

1  New  York  Packet,  November  22. 
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received  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York ;  6oon  after  which,  his 
Excellency  the  governor,  with  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
Assembly,  repaired  to  the  Reformed  Protestant  celebration  at 

"  Poughkeepsie, 

Dutch  church  in  that  town,  to  return  their  grate-  New  York, 
ful  acknowledgments  to  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe 
for  the  signal  success  with  which  he  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  crown  the  operations  of  the  allied  army.  Dr.  Livingston 
officiated  on  the  occasion.  This  tribute  paid,  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  waited  on  his  Excellency  the  governor,  at  his 
house,  to  congratulate  him  on  the  happy  event.  Cannon  were 
fired,  bonfires  and  illuminations  exhibited  in  the  evening,  and 
everv  decent  demonstration  closed  the  commemoration  of  a 
day,  which  ought  ever  to  be  remembered  with  the  warmest 
emotions  of  gratitude  to  the  sovereign  disposer  of  all  events, 
by  every  person  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  United  Ameri- 
can States.1 

During  the  day,  a  scouting  party  being  on  their  return 
to  camp,  heard  the  firing,  and  soon  after  met  another  party, 
sent  out  as  a  relief.  A  negro  belonging  to  the  first,  calling  to 
one  in  the  latter,  said  :  "  Cuffec,  whas  all  dat  firing  we  hear 
to-day  ? "  The  other  replied  :  "  O  my  dear  soul,  noffin  'tali 
only  General  Burgoyne  hab  a  brodder  born  to-day."  1 

October  31. — "When  the  British  were  making  rapid  strides 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  when  all  was 
dark  and  gloomy  around  us,  both  in  the  political  Tht  PneceMof  tbe 
and  natural  atmosphere,  when  a  series  of  mis-  American., 
fortunes  to  the  southward  had  blackened  our  annals,  we  darted 
an  eye  through  the  cloud,  and  by  secret  impulse,  ventured  to 

1  At  Fishkill,  New  York,  the  glorious  victory  was  observed  with  exuberant 
joy  and  festivity.  *  A  roosted  ox  and  plenty  of  liquor  formed  the  repast ;  a  num- 
ber of  toasts  were  drank  on  tho  occasion.  French  and  American  colors  were  dis- 
played, cannon  fired,  and  in  the  evening,  illuminations,  bonfires,  rockets,  and 
squibs,  gave  agreeable  amusement  to  the  numerous  spectators. 

AtNewburgh  the  occasion  was  observed  in  the  same  joyous  manner,  and  to 
enliven  the  entertainment,  they  hanged  and  burnt  in  effigy  the  traitor  Arnold. 
In  New  Windsor,  Fredericksburg,  and  other  towns,  the  same  brilliant  occasion 
was  observed  with  demonstrations  of  gratitude  and  joy — New  York  Packet,  So- 
vember  1.  *  New  Jersey  Journal,  January  9,  1782. 
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predict  "  that  good  would  come  out  of  evil,  and  that  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  enemy  were  only  harbingers  to  their  final  over- 
throw." This  political  speculation,  with  ecstatic  joy,  we  now 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  fully  veritied  in  the  capture  of 
Cornwall  is  and  his  whole  army,  by  that  honor  to  human  na- 
ture and  reproach  to  royalty,  our  illustrious  Washington,  who, 
like  the  meridian  sun,  has  dispelled  those  nocturnal  vapors  that 
hung  around  us,  and  put  the  most  pleasing  aspect  upon  our 
political  affairs,  that  any  era  of  the  present  war  has  ever  be- 
held.1 

1  New  Jersey  Journal,  October  SI. 
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Barton.  William,  takes  General  Preseott.  pris- 
oner. 4h*7.  470 

Bart  mm.  .  19 

Basken  ridge.  New  Jersey,  General  Lee  taken 
prisoner  at,  300 :  the  American*  at.  7H» 

Ba**ctt,  Bnrwell.  Lady  Washington  at  the 
residence  of.  477. 

Bastwirk,  Lieuteuant-Geueral  Jedediah,  hi* 
beating  orders,  ia. 

Battle* :  Westminster  Massacre,  Sl_i  at  Lex- 
ington, (Vii  at  Concord,  6t_;  at  Grape  Island, 
Mass.,  sj^  Hoc  Island  and  Noddle*  Island, 
85:  Breed's  Hill.  J£L  M!D_;  on  Hoxbnry  Neck, 
Mass.,  109;  on  Charlcstown  Neck,  Mass., 
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llfl.;  at  Gloucester,  Moss..  121 ;  at  New  York. 
121;  at  Bristol,  R.  L,  11*;  at  Lcchmerea 
Point.  Mass..  PUL;  at  the  Great  Bridge,  Va.. 
179;  at  Quebec,  1ST):  at  Norfolk.  Va.,  1H9; 
at  Dorchester.  Mass.,  a  15 ;  at  Moore's  Creek, 
N.  C,  209 ;  in  Boston  Harbor,  'it 4  :  at  Nan- 
tasket.TTass..  211 ;  ut  Sullivan's  Llund.  S. 
C.  257 ;  on  the  Hudson  It'txer.  ZH:  of  Lo.  g 
IslaudT'W.  siUliJ  at  Harlem.  N.  Y..  .110;  at 
Staten  Island.  :£a :  in  East  Chester.  .  Y., 
3-Jti ;  at  White  Plains.  N.  Y..  335;  at  Mount 
Washington.  N.  V..  311 :  at  Foil  Washing- 
ton,  N.  Y.,  345 ;  at  Fort  Lee.  350 :  at  Tren- 
ton, :iM;  at  Princeton,  ^L  .'it  Punk  Hill, 
N.  J  ,  Ml;  at  Ward's  House,  N.  Y  .  409-  at 
Peekskill.  N.  Y..  4*^  at  Boiindbrook7N"7.L, 
415:  at  Danbury.  Conn..  4^3,  411 :  at  Sag 
Harbor,  L.  I  .  ;U2_i  at  Hubbaidtoii.  YL,  472; 
at  Fort  Schuyler.  477 :  at  Bcnnigton.  Yt., 
473:  at  Staten  Islund.  N.  Y..  4*2;  at  B.an- 
dywiue,  4U5 ;   at  Stillwater.  511 ;  at 

Gcrmantoxt  n.  r>*l ;  at  Forts  Clinton  and 
Montgomery, 5<  ILl  at  Bed  Bank.  514 :  at  Fort 
Mitlliii,  -Vit) :  at  White-Marsh.  Q2|r;  Buttle  of 
the  Kegs,  5_3J_:  at  the  Crooked  Bill,  t,  5«7j 
at  Tiverton.  R.  I  ,  5S4;al  Monmouth.  508: 
at  Wyoming,  51*7 :  Naval  Battle,  in  L.  I. 
SoumL  (;i0;  at  Quaker  Hill.  It.  L.  61 1 ;  at 
Westchester.  N.  V.. « 211;  at  Tappan.  N.  Y  , 
622 :  nl  <  berry  Valley.  K30:  in  Georgia.  B33 ; 
at  Savannah,  (in.,  tit  I ;  at  Woodbi  idge,  N. 
J..  IS.).*) ;  at  Horse  Neck.  ttM;  at  Briar  Creek, 
6t>4;  at  Middlctown.  N.  JTosi ;  at  Fort  La- 
favctte.  u>9;  at  Greenwich.  Conn..  (>'.»> ;  at 
Stono  Fei  rv,  (;<«'.;  at  Bedford.  N.  Y.,  To3;  at 
New  Haven.  7o«;;  at  Fairlleld.  7JLL  7T7T;  at 
Stony  Point.  71.":  at  Powle  s  Hook,  732 ;  at 
Savannah.  747.  7 til :  at  Btmiswiek,  N/J., 
1(k):  at  East  Chester.  N.  Y..  77M:  at  Panitnue, 
N.  J.,  Tj^l.  321 ;  at  Charleston.  S.  C.  7!^;  at 
Ashley  River,  S.  C,  Ttl^;  at  Monk's  Comer, 
799:  a"t  Horse  Neck,  asl :  at  Connecticut 
Farm*,  N.  J.,  hLL:  at  Spriugtleld.  N.  J., 
817:  at  Bergen  Block  House.  W> :  at  Cam- 
den,  S>>:  at  K  u^'*  Mountain.  MV4;  at  Fort 
St.  George,  870;  at  Coram.  L.~" L.  £7i;  at 
Cranctown.  N.  .L.S74:  at  Kamsour's.  Itocky 
Mount,  Hanging  Rock,  and  Black  Stocks, 
K77:  the  Cherokee  Expedition.  &>i :  of  the 
Cowpens.  U0J ;  at  Morrisania,  N.  Y..  905;  at 
Ciiarles  Cltv  Court  House,  Va.,  SUJ  ;  at 
Mackie's  Mills,  Va..  {ili;  at  Lloyd's  Neck, 
L.  I..  917;  at  Guilford  Court  House,  '.rjt>, 
929:  Naval  Battle  in  the  Chesapeake.  93:, : 
at  Hobkirk's  Hill.  OIL:  at  Minisfnk.  9lti:  at 
the  Croton  River.  N.  Y..  '£th  "t  Ninety-six, 
9G7;  at  the  Horse  Shoe,  S.  C.ilU;  at  James- 
town. Va.,  97(1:  at  King's  Bridge,  N.  Y., 
979:  at  Tarn-town.  N.  Y..  9S5;  oil  Barncgat, 
N.  J.,  9!>l  :  at  Wanvarsing.  9?<»;  ofT  the 
Chesapeake.  HUM  •  at  New  London.  Conn., 
1(IU*>;  at  Kntaw  Spring*.  1012:  at  Yorktown, 
1(123.  1027.  1U31>:  at  Gloucester,  Va..  Iti3i) 
"Battle  of  the  Keg*,"  account  of  the,  531. 
5.32. 

Baum,  Colonel,  at  the  battle  of  Bennington, 

IT9. 

Baylor.  Licntenant-Colonel,  fi'22.  774. 
Bavard,  ,  saves  the  New  York  Records, 

B12jL 

Beale,  Richard,  refuses  to  take  Lee's  oath.  183. 
Beannorc,  Major,  captured  by  the  Americans, 
771. 

Bears,   ,  maltreated  by  the  British  at 

New  Haven,  TnM 
"Bear  Trap."  a  new  one  to  be  shown  to  the 

British,  Lm 
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BeaMv,  Captain,  or  Md.,  killed  at  Hobkirk'a 

H.:i.  911. 

Berk wiih,  George.  Alde-de-Camp  to  Genera) 

Kir.phaii'-cn.  s:'.l. 
Bedford,  N.  V.,  301  :  Tartcton's  attack  on. 


Bodl  irk,  Jatne*,  Coptaiu,  tortured  at  Wyo- 
ming, ooi 

Bcdlow'*  Maud.  New  York  Ilarlxir,  Ameri- 
cans burn  t ho  hou-e*  on.  'J2S. 

Beel/chub.  adhe-s  to  Arnold.  >Wi 

"  Bell inrtn's  Seven."  a  propheev,  407. 

"Belisariu-,"  on  the  New  England  Clergy, 
U_ 

Boll  Joseph,  a  prisoner  at  Lexington.  20. 
Belkw.  (\-pt;i;n.  (f'.r  .)  at  Virginia,  atct. 
Bellcv.  Pal  i  i<  k.  Lieutenant,  (Br.,)  wonnded 

at  Monmouth.  .r-'X». 
Bennet,  Captain,  (Br.,)  woanded  at  Stono 

Kerr  v.  R'lT. 
Bennington.  Vt..  ?ii  Battle  of,  4  79 
Benson,  Egbert. 
Bent<in.  Captain. 
Bergen.  N.  J..  i*£L 

BerLr<'ii  County.  N.  J.,  Tories  In.  confined, 
4S>;  Wayne*  attack  on  the  British  Block 
House  at.  .v.**!. 

Berk-hire.  Ma-*.,  mob  at.  33. 

Bcntanl.  Governor,  assists  at  the  celebration 
of  St.  Yankee"*  Day  In  London,  %SL 

Berry.  Mrs.,  notice  or.  h23. 

Bcvc'ridge,  --  Mr.,  or  Philadelphia,  notice  or, 

Bcwrlv.  Mass..  Privateer*  or,  action  In  the 

hnrbi.r  or.  Cd,  BkL 
Bill  Posting. 

Billerii  a.  Ma-*.,  citizen*  of,  remonstrate  w  ith 

(ieneral  (in.<'.  on  account  or  the  mobbing 

or  Dit-ou.  u!L 
Bird.  Colonel.  (Br.,)  at  the  attack  on  Pecks- 

kill.  N.  Y..HL 
"Bin.  k  Act."  the.  CO:  the.  of  New  York,  9&L 
Black.  Andrew,  of  Bo* ton,  S_L 
Black  Stocks,  battle  of.  877. 
Bladen.  N.  C,  people  of,  declare  against  Gov. 

Martin.  Ins. 
Blair.  William,  of  Bo-ton.  SL 

Blanehard,  ,  Alderman.  SL 

Blanchani.  —  .  Captain, 

Bland.  Hiehnpl.  died,  notice  of.  33& 

Bland,  Colonel,  the  biavcry  or  bis  regiment, 

"Blockade  or  Boston."  a  farce  played  at  Bos- 
ton, circumstance-  attendinir  It,  liKL 

Bloornfield.  Mis  .  notice  or.  823. 

Blount.  Mn:or.  at  Kntaw  Springs,  1012. 

Bocmin.  Simon,  sets  out  for  Congrc-s,  26. 

Bonamtown.  N.  J..  Americans  at,  JiiiL 

Bonnel,  Captain.  (Br  .,)  his  attack  on  Green- 
wich. Conn  .  t^tfi. 

Bonner.  Lieutci  ant  -Colonel,  or  Pa.,  killed  at 
Monmouth.  rVU 

Boone,  T..  notice  oT.  M 1 . 

Borden.  Colonel.  Mr*.,  notice  or.  K23. 

Bordentown.  N. J.,  British  at,  akL 

Borland.  John.  4JL 

Browne,  William.  Colonel,  notice  or.  2L 
B«>*ton,  Ma-*.,  cause*  «>r  trouble  in,  1x  dls- 
tnrbatiee  between  somo  young  men  or,  and 
flic  soldier*,  LL.  Kile*  and  Gill's  account, 
1.') :  a  royal  mob  In.  44;  Insolent  behavior 
or  the  British  trtKips- In,  M ;  barbarity  or 
the  soldier*  in.  54;  Communication  with, 
stopped.  TJl;  (Jreat  fl'c.  in  King  Street  In, 
fil ;  General  Cage's  treatment  of  the  people 
of,  Bnrgoyne.  Clinton,  and  Howe  arrive 
at,  63;  British  strengthen  the  fortifications 


around,  97:  Inhabitants  of.  dl«  tressed.  110; 
situation  or  the  armies  at.  Ill;  po«?tnr  to 
the  women  or,  140:  Mas-acre.  Jo-eph  bar- 
ren's omiiou  on  the.  !.<?:  the  Old  North 
meetiug-hou*«  In.  taken  down.  l»i:  the 
blockade  or.  dramatized,  1  '.**.) .  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  sailed  r.oni.  SOU;  evacuation  or.  419; 
Bri'.ish  account  or  the  evacuation  of.  •iH: 
Bridge's  se, mon  on  the  evacuation  of.  '.S3: 
Declaration  of  Independence  read  at.  HI: 
the  appearance  of  jYhu  Hancock  at,  537: 
Arnold  in  effigy  s-"'->. 

Boston  Massacre,  Warren"*  oration  on,  3L 

Bo-fon  Port  Bill.  2 

Botetourt,  Va..  Instructions  to  the  Freehold- 
ers in.  liL 

Boudinot,  K  Mr*.,  notice  or.  £23. 

Bouldersou,  Captain,  <Br..i  'J"H 

Boundhrook,  N  J..  Skirmish  at.  415:  Brtti«b 
account  or  American*  at,  covered  v»  .'h  ver- 
min, 41G;  Colonel  Shncoe  de* troys  boats  at. 


Bi.rke,  Stephen,  a  Tory,  killed,  fiiL 
Boweu,  Mi*  ,  noire  of.  S-J3. 
Bowev,  Captain,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Ir-lahd.  -JiLL 

Bowman.  Captain,  or  North  Carolina,  killed 

near  Charleston,  S.  C  ,  ~'as. 
Bowver,  John.  IS. 
Boxford.  Mas*..  :n0. 

Boxing,  a  good  mode  or  settling  thedifflcTiltlef 

between  England  and  America,  ALL 
Boyle*,  Major,  murdered  by  the  British,  at 
Pa  ramus.  N  J  .  IH1 
I  Braddock.  (ieneral,  his  defeat.  JS*1. 

Branden,  John,  at  the  fight  at  Ward's  nonse. 
|  ML 

I  Brnndywinc,  battle  of  the;  British  account  of 
the,  4115. 

Brant.  Joseph,  at  the  Massacre  or  Cherry 

Valley,  (.:*). 

Bra-hef,  Abraham,  notice  or,  3fL:  his  wile  a 
witness  or  the  murder  of  Major  Boyles, 

Brattle  Street  Church.  Boston.  130. 

Braxton.  Carter.  Colonel,  receives  Peyton 

Randolph  a"  Williamsbiirgh.  Va  .  £fiL 
"Breeches  pa*t  recovery."  uot  a  whole  pair  in 

the  American  Army.  too. 
Breed's  Hi  I.  tattle  "of,  1BL:  British  accounts 

or  the  tattle  or.  Kr2:  signal  guns  tire<l  from 

the  Roxbury  Church,  during  the,  lo.'>. 
Bree/.c,  Colonel,  notice  or.  fts.1 
Brereton,  William,  Captain,  (Br..)  wounded  at 

Monmouth.  M»."> 
Brewer,  Colonel,  anecdote  or.  \W. 
Brewer.  Jame*.  a  prisoner  at  Lexington.  20. 
Biewtter,  Caleb,   Lieutenant,  at  Fort  St. 

George,  S'7-J :  nt  Coram,  .s?:t. 
Brevmen,  Colonel,  at  the  battle  or  Stillwater. 

HU 

Briar  Creek,  Ga..  Americans  defeated,  6C4: 
British  account  or  the  tattle.  »i»r>. 

Bridge,  Ebenezer.  sermon  on  the  evacuation 
or  Bo«ton.  by  ;  notice  or,  2£L 

Bridgetou,  N.  J.,  Independence  declared  at. 


Brink,  Thomas,  made  prisoner  at  Minisink, 
flJJL 

Bristol,  R.  I.,  bombarded,  14S:  British  descent 
on,  VSI 

Bri-tol  Neck,  R.  I.,  American  fortification  on. 

■VOi 

British  Comini**ioner«,  notice  or  the.  911 : 
arrive  at  I'MlrxVlphla.  Corvgr****"  an-wcr  to. 
6SS;  the  valcf'ictory  or  the;  "Iviu^"  their 
principal  business;  loyal  notice  or  their 
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conduct  by  "Pbilnrethcs,*"  (V2I ;  their  proc- 
lamation criticised, '.mi. 

Briii-h  Constitution,  tin-.  180. 

*•  liri i ir-Li  Lion,'"  a  > «m i»u  American  woman 
Del  afraid  of  tlic  "  muring"  of  the,  0.^1 : 
"aroti-cd  ui  last,"  3£j, 

Britlain.  W  ,  of  Eliznbcthtown,  N.  J.,  notice 
of. 

Bm.nl  River,  battle  nt  the,  SiL 

Brook*.  Colonel,  at  the  White  Plains.  336 

Brown.  Dr..  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  dece.ved  by 

\\'a -itittifton.  ;ts,"> 
Bmw  ii.  Captain,  at  Entnw  Spring,  1013. 
Brown.  Colonel,  at  the  buttle  ul Bennington, 

Bmw  n.  Janet,  prayers  for  George  tlie  Third, 
nn  I.  :>'.». 

Brow  ii.  John.  Lieutenant,  of  Necdhnm,  Mass., 

wounded  at  battle  of  Lexington.  Ui. 
Brow  n.  John,  express  1mm  Ttcondcrogn,  I± 
Bnm*wick.  N.  C,  people  of,  declare  against 

Governor  Marl  in.  1  < tc*. 
Brush.  L'rean,  at  Boston.  22L 
Buck.  Mrs.,  noticoof,  H£i. 
Buck*  County,  Pa..  Patriots'  in,  7G_i  Hovedcn's 

excursion  into.  Vil 
Buck-hot,  used  hy  the  Americans,  131'. 
Budd's  Neck,  Conn..  JJjL 
Bue  .  Par*on,  hi*  daughter  assists  at  a  tarring 

and  feathering;  anecdote  of,  141. 
Bull,   .  seizes  gunpowder  at  Fairfleld, 

Conn ,  Itt 

Bull.  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  intercedes 
for  Colonel  llayne.  '.CM. 

Bullock.  Archibald,  at  Congress,  119;  bio- 
graphl:al  notice  of,  '283. 

Bunker  Hill.  Battle  or.  07,  see  Breed's  Hill; 
list  of  dead  and  wounded,  IflL:  British  sur- 
geon'* account  of,  lot) ;  General  Gage  to  he 
orated  Baron  of.  17ii ;  and  the  te  nch  alli- 
ance. 

Burdctt*  Ferry.  N.  Y..  skirmish,  at,  330. 

Burgoync,  Sir  John,  General,  appointed  to 
Command  in  America,  til;  arrived  at  Boston, 
83:  compared  with  Putnam,  Mi:  desire*  a 
conference  with  General  Lee.  1'W;  his  Maid 
of  the  Daks,  Bon  Ton.  and  the  Heiress, 
17i» :  notice  of,  273 ;  approaches  Ticonde- 
roga,  his  pompon*  pntclaination,  45 I :  an- 
swer to  the  proclamation  hy  an  American 
otllcer.  VA ;  versified.  I.V.t ;  at  Fort  Kdwanl. 
murder  of  Jeimv  McCrea.  475 ;  detaches. 
Colonel  Baum  to  Bennington,  471.):  his  titles, 
instructions  to  Colonel  Baum.  criticisms  on, 
4s.s:  "-a  mountebank  and  robber  of  hen- 
roosts," is'.t-  advised  to  look  out  for  his 
night-cap.  tl'l .  4!>-J:  his  onlers  to  Baum. 
compared  with  Biigadier-Gener.il  William 
Wind's  instruction*.  at  the  Battle  of 
Stillwater,  40T :  defeated  at  Stillwater  a  sec- 
ond lime;  his  surreudci  ;  Gates*  account  of 
it,  to  his  wife,  ill;  anecdote  of  his  break- 
fa*t  wi;h  General  Fra/.er;  itivington's  no- 
tice of  hi*  surrender.  5P1:  surrender  not 
believed  at  P.i.lad'  lp  da.  r>Mi;  Ids  at  know  I- 
edgmrnt  of  the  prowess  of  Morgan's  rillc- 
men,  :>V> :  new  *  of  his  defeat  at  London, 
the  effect  of.  Q£L  SfilL  his  "  Grasshoppers." 
527:  rea«oti*  for  hi*  detention  by  the  Amer- 
ican*. .Vis :  proposals  for  his  exchange  by 
Ilortentius,  Mts .  the  dramatic  abiliti  s  of, 
compan-d  with  General  Gates',  3-Vi :  anec- 
dote of  his  conversation  with  John  Wllkc-. 
&5tt ;  "  England's  Jack."  in  the  game  of  all 
fours.  51*1;  notice  of.  Hil ;  celebration  of  the 
surrenderor,  at  Peekskill.  N.  Y  .  H»l 

Burke,  Edmund,  Lord  North's  reply  to,  173. 


Burlington.  N.  J..  33L 

Burnet.  Major,  IfiiL 

Bui  net.  Mis  .  notice  of,  P*23. 

Burr.  Tiiaddeu*,  i:«):  his  house  and  property 

spared  at  (be  burning  of  Fairfield,  7i:t. 
Bun,  Captain,  in  the  attack  on  the  Yankee 

Hem  privateer,  '2*7 
Burr,  Colouel,  at  the  siege  against  Lonisburg, 

1745.  i3± 

Burmws.  Captain,  repulses  the  British  at  Mid- 

dlelown.  N.  J.,  tWJ 
Burt,  John.  Hev..  frightened  to  death  at  the 

IxunlKtrdment  of  Bristol.  IL  L,  notice  of.  Lai, 
Btiskirk.  Liculenuul-Coloncl,  (Br.  j  ut  Powle's 

Hook,  m 
Bute,  L»ird,  nolice  of.  3J_L  JQfL  5J3. 
Buller.  General,  nt  Guilford,  17N1.  \£2&. 
Butler,  John.  Colonel,  at  the   Massacre  of 

Wyoming,  bW :  descent  on  Cherry  \  alley, 

ItiL 

Buller,  Lieutenant,  at  the  Battle  of  Long 

I-lund.  'JUL 
Buller.  Zebulon,  Colonel,  see  Wyoming. 
Byles,  Mallier.  I)  I).,  charged  with  being  an 

enemy  of  the  United  States;  his  trial;  bio- 

giapbical  notice  of.  Ill 
By  ram  Bridge.  N.  Y..  British  nt,  ML 
Byni*.   .a  tax  -galhen  r  In  Pennsylvania, 

drenched  with  Newbeiry  ruin,  ilL 

Cable.  Mr.,  a  FairflcM  Tory,  230. 

"Caesar,"  his  *kctc!i  of  John  Hancock,  317. 

Calcutta.  Black  Hob-  at.  3LL 

Caldwell.  James.  Mrs  ,  murdered  In  Knyp- 
hutiscn's  attack  on  Connecticut  Farms,  h'i'i ; 
notice  of.  Biiti*h  account  of.  Bill ;  remarks 
on  the  murder  of.  KB. 

Caldwell.  James,  Kev  .,  IMkl 

Call,  Judge.  iMii. 

Culogce.  Indian  town  of,  802. 

Cambridge,  Ma»s.,  American  army  nt,  M_I 
addm-s  circnlated  in  the  camp  at,  L7J  ;  re- 
joicings at,  on  lite  surrender  of  Burgoync, 
513. 

Cameron,  .  British  Indian  Agent,  150. 

Camden,  nn  account  of  the  battle  of,  fc3!i;  an- 
other account  of  the  battle  of.  KI4  ;  remarks 
on  the  battle  of,  bv  Kivltijton.  HttS:  British 
account  or  the  baiflc  of,  K3!»,  WTj  uuu. 

Camp.  C.  Mrs.,  notice  of,  M'23. 

Campbell,  Alexander,  wounded  at  Lexington, 

Campbell.  Archibald,  killed  at  the  fght  at 
Ward's  House,  mil. 

Campbell.  Arthur,  Colonel.  Chen>kee  Expedi- 
tion. KM  :  message  to  the  Cherokees,  MM. 

Campbell,  Bri  adu  i  General,  (Br.,)  at  the  at- 
tack  on  Sialen  |-land.  is.'i. 

Campbell.  Charles.  Captain,  (Br..)  killed  in 
South  Carolina.  Ht? 

Campbell.  Lieutenant-Colonel.  (Br.)  333:  at 
Bristol  and  Warren,  R.  I..  5tiL 

Cum  obeli,  Lieutenant -Colonel,  (Am.,)  killed 
ut  Eutaw.  MB'. 

Campbell.  Mungo.  killed  at  the  storming  of 
Forls  Clinton  and  Montgomery,  fin*. 

Campbell.  William.  Colonel,  at  King's  Monn- 
tuin.  N»il ;  at  (iullford.  IfiSi. 

Campbell,  L<»nl  William,  arrived  at  Clinrles- 
lon.  S.  C.,  his  llight.  I.Vi :  on  board  the 
Tamer  In  Charleston  Harlwir,  ano ;  steals 
seventy  negroes,  ail. 

Canada,  citizens  or.  «eek  matrimony  as  a  pro- 
tect ion  UL'sdnst  iniltiary  service.  M±  Guy 
Carleton,  l*.-!!e- or  !ei -  in  raise  a  regiment 
in,  TIL;  people  ol.  le'uttant  to  enter  the 
King's  service,  15. 
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Cannon  manufactured  In  Massachusetts,  4f3. 
Capo  Ann,  Ma??.,  evacuated,  harbur  of,  forti- 
fied, LiiL 

Cape  Cod,  Mass.,  vv  hale-boats  from,  for  the 
u?e  nf  the  Americans.  11  hi:  mistaken  fur 
Halifax  by  a  Tory  captain, 

Carey,  Nathaniel,  nf  Bo-ion,  t_L 

Caru'fji.  John,  Major,  killed  ai  Montreal,  158: 
by  Lilian  Allen.  -JUL 

Canon,  Colonel,  at  Camden,  7.s."». 

Carleion.  sir  (iuy,  1IC> ;  his  treatment  nf  Ethan 
Alien,  n.-ed  ill  by  the- Canadians,  107 : 

hi;*  kindness  to  the  ichel*.  4.VI;  '•Squire'* 
tt>  Burgoy.  e,  ilil;  leaves  America,  IkrJ ;  no- 
tice of,  llfiL  13L 

Carii  1  ■•,  Lord,  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  5*8. 

Carlisle,  Pa  .  ImU 

Cui  ini<  liael.  Mr?.,  notice  or.  £23. 

Cani  'v.  Colonel,  at  Yorktown,  1037. 

"Carolina  hxile,"  remark?  of  a,  on  the  execu- 
tion of  Colonel  Hayne,  1007. 

" Carolina  l'lanter,"*  A,  le marks  of,  on  the 
etate  of  affair*  in  America, 

Carolina  Regulator*,  the,  nm 

Case.  John,  hi?  argument  with  Isaac  Sears,  &. 

"Ca??ius,"  stricture?  on  the  inertness  of  the 
Americans,  by.  Uii 

Castlctoii,  Vt.,  the  Americans  retreat  to,  -172. 

Caswell,  Colonel,  at  the  battle  of  Moore's 
Creek,  iiUil;  notice  of.  K  0. 

Cathcart,  Andrew,  Captain,  (Br.,)  wounded  at 
Monmouth,  59.>. 

Catholic  Religion,  to  be  established  In  Amer- 
ica. t|lL  lii-L 

Catlett,  Captain,  at  Powle's  Hook,  135. 

Catlin.   ,  promoter  of    the  Deerfleld 

(Mass.)  instructions.  IMS. 

"Cato,"  articles  against  independence,  over 
the  signature  of.  'Z'.'A. 

Cat?,  hunted  on  Long  Island.  ITS. 

Caughnnavvaga  Indians  applied  to,  to  assist 
the  English.  2L 

Cavendish,  Lord,  offers  his  life  and  fortune  to 
subdue  the  Americans.  7~'l 

Cerberus,  man-of-war,  arrived  at  Boston,  83. 

Chamberlain,  Aaron,  Dea,  of  Chelmsford, 
Mass.,  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Lexington, 

Chumpncy's  Wharf,  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  re- 
ception of  Governor  Campbell  at,  100. 
Chan. Her,  John,  threatened  bv  a  mob, 
Chandler,  ,  Rev.  Dr.,  sails  for  England, 

Charles  City  Court  House,  Va.,  skirmish  at, 

911. 

Charles  the  Second,  Whigs  and  Tories  of  the 
time  of,  l'H. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  tarring  and  feathering  at, 
ft' :  garrisoned  nppearnncc  of,  101 ;  fortified 
by  the  Aniericansl  lUG;  British  operations 
before,  f>SS;  situation  of  the  Americans  at 
17>S),  131:  Journai  or  the  siege  of  1780,  716: 
capitulation  of,  -21 1 ;  inhabitants  bury  their 
silver  plate  in,  800;  the  effect  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  success  at.  Mi]  ;  patriotism  of  the 
women  at.  8<6;  discontent  among  the  Hes- 
sians at,  IMS;  state  or  the  British  army  at, 
patriotic  women  at,  UTrfi  1051. 

Chnrlestown,  Mass.,  British  troops  at,  68; 
Knowlton's  visit  to,  1U3. 

Charlestown  Neck,  Mass.,  skirmish  on,  110. 

Charlotte,  N.  C,  the  people  or,  a  "rebellious 
set."  KJS, 

Cliarlton,  Richard,  missionary,  biographical 

nonce  of.  5«s.>. 
Charming  Peggy,  the  sloop,  carries  New  York 

petition  to  the  King,  Of. 


Chastcllnx.  10  1.  mv.. 

Chatham,  N.  J.,  Dayton's  brigade  nl,  ?tfr3. 

Chava^nes,  M.  de,  visits  Harvard  College.  732. 

Cheesemnn,  Captain,  killcti  at  OueLec,  J  "ft. 

Cheffontaine.  M.  de,  Captain  in  the  French 
Navy,  death  of.  U.J8. 

Chelmsford,  Mass.,  notice  of  Mr.  Bridge'n  ser- 
mon on  the  evacuation  of  Ro?tou, 

Cherokees,  Judge  Drayton's  treaty  with  the, 
1M> :  CampbelPs  expedition  agaiuVt  the,  iSM. 

Cherry  \  alley,  massacre  at.  «30. 

Chesapeake,  uavul  engagement  off  tho,  1781, 

Chester,  Captain,  at  Bunker  Hill,  SB. 
Chester,  Pa..  15L 

Chetwyn,  Captain.  fBr  .)  killed.  124, 

Chew's  House,  light  at,  during  the  battle  of 

Gcrmnntown,  3(5 . 
Chickainogga.  Indian  town  of.  SOT. 
Chilhowee,  Indian  town  of,  89W. 
Chistowee,  Indian  town  or,  s**l 
Choisey.  Brigadier-General  de,  lQHfi. 
Chole, Indian  town  of.  MTi 
Christian,  Gilbert.  Major,  notice  of,  flfXV 
Clitirch.  Benjamin.  JfcL 

Civil  l'?age  Privateer,  the  owners  or  present 
John  Hancock  with  a  carris;  e,  .*m7. 

Clare,  Lonl,  his  remarks  on  ti  e  i.n)  i.rtance  of 
taxing  America.  '27 1. 

Clark.  ,  Captain,  at  Bunker  Hill.  2tL 

Clarke,  Colonel,  s-77. 

t'lurke,  Colonel,  Mrs.,  notice  of, 

Clark.  Dr.,  or  Reading,  Conn.,  ridden  on  a 
rail,  £fi 

Clark,  Isaac,  1L 

Clarke,  Major,  at  Mercer's  descent  on  Staten 
Island.  ^SU,  »t  PowleV  Hook,  334, 

Clark,  Richard,  or  ^alem.  fled  to  Boston.  40. 

Cleveland,  Benjamin,  Colonel, at  king's  Moun- 
tain, ati 

Cleveland.  Brigadier,  (Br..)  45iL 

Clinton,  George,  titular  Governor  of  New 
Yoik,  P7JL 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  appointed  to  command  in 
America.  1U  ;  arrived  at  Boston.  tSLi  arrived 
at  New  York.  report  or  his  arrival  at 
Cape  Fear,  N.  C,  y/i :  at  tin;  attack  on  Sul- 
livan's Island.  257 :  at  the  Battle  or  Long 
Island,  .TO: ;  inhabitants  or  Newport,  R.  L, 
address  him  on  his  departure.  30*.  -'{97 :  nar- 
row escape  of,  504  > :  at  the  M ischinnxa,  oTV; 
proposes  an  exchange  of  prisoners  at  Phila- 
delphia; Intends  to  hang  the  Congress, 
at  the  Battle  of  Monmouth,  his  narrow 
escape,  8!»Ti:  his  nepro  proclamation.  7US, 
771 :  his  soliloquy  on  the  storming  or  Stony 
Point,  7^0:  a  "Moonshine  General,"  759; 
address  to.  on  his  career  in  America,  7W ; 
the  Devil  a  letter  commander  than:  sails 
from  New  York  to  Charleston.  S.  C.  78> ; 
the  effect  or  his  success  at  Charleston.  S.  <\, 
Sll:  the  cruelty  or  his  proclamations  in  the 
South.  KiO;  Washington  playing  the  game 
of  " goose  "  with.  NTT:  his  threat .  810;  Corn- 
wnlhs's  report,  on  the  reduction  of  York- 


town, 
1QW. 


IQJte;  notices  or,  6£i  TtJS,  s»L  »Q. 


Clinton,  James,  General,  at  Fort  Montgomery 
In  1777.  507:  directs  the  expedition  against 
the  Onondaga  Indians,  07T>. 
Cllveland.  General,  embarked  fr»r  F.ngland,  ItiL 
flute,  the  Drummer,  notice  or,  JifcL 
Coats,  Ensign,  notice  or.  2£L 
Cochran,  Major,  at  the  expedition  agaiust  the 

Onondaga  Indians.  <aso. 
Cockburn,  Colonel,  (Br.,)  relieves  the  Flatbnsh 
Tories,  SiL 
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Coggcshal,  James,  notice  of,  2SS. 
Cotia**  (Coos),  in  New  Hampshire,  39. 
Coit.  Captain,  of  Plymouth,  captured  British 
ships ;  lauds  big'  prisoners  un  Plymouth 

Rock,  l«s. 
Colb<irii.  Reuben,  1  iS. 

Colden,  Cadwallader,  Jr.,  33;  death  of,  notice 

or,  aiL 

CoMcn.  Cadwallader,  renised  to  take  the  New 
York  oath  of  allegiance.  >■>  '.t 

Colder.  Sir  Harry,  at  Philadelphia.  £u2. 

Cold  \V wither  lii  1780.  Famine  in  the  Amer- 
ican camps  produced  bv:  Hudson  River 
frozen  over,  Tat ;  Long  Islautl  Sound  frozen, 

rerson*  pa**   from  Connecticut  to  Long 
-land  on  the  ice,  7Si :  teaint*  driven  from 
New  York  to  Staten  Maud  on  the  ice,  784. 
Cole-,  Albert,  carried  into  Connecticut  by  the 
rebels  !i2± 

Colliduy,  William,  collect*  lead  in  Philadelphia 
for  the  use  of  the  American  army.  JiJAi. 

Collier.  Sir  George,  at  West  Haven.  Conn., 
7'H1:  hi*  address  to  the  people  of  Connecti- 
cut, in;. 

Columbia  College,  see  King'*  Collejre. 
Colvill,  Captain,  at  Cherry  Valley,  U1Q. 
Compo.  Conn.,  British  at,  4iH. 
"Comtis,"  |KK'tlcal  ver*iou  of  Tryon's  attack 

ou  Daiibury.  Iffl. 
Conciliation,  America  will  not  be  gulled  into, 

frit 

Conciliatory  Bill",  the;  RivlngtonV  remarks 
on ;  cent  iuto  New  Jersey,  by  Governor 
Tryon ;  American!*  will  not  swallow  the, 
6tl»;  not  founded  upon  any  secret  negotia- 
tion, 5s4. 

Coucord,  Mass  ,  battle  at.  68. 

Conflict.  Mr-.,  notice  or.  fri3. 

Confederatlou,  notice  or.  Iilfi. 

Congre**,  see  Continental  Congress. 

Couklin,  Captain,  (Or.,)  eeul  to  attack  the 
American'*.  hliL 

Connecticut  order*  the  manufacture  of  gun- 
powder, Ac  ,  13;  fast-day  in  :  Tories'  ac- 
tion-* in,  18;  troop*  of,  9^  fl8j  a  prolific 
family  in.~I30:  the  married  regiment  of 
SiiL"  Tories  in.  3SM:  a  parson  of.  compelled 
to  chew  up  paper  money,  114 ;  lifer  bov  of, 
6-17 :  Sir  George  Collier,  and  Governor  Try- 
on'*  address  to  the  |>eopie  or.  21SL.  Colonel 
De  Luncey'*  expedition  to,  87* ;  llubbel'* 
descent  on,  9U)  -  people  or,  wish  to  with- 
draw from  Congre**,  9i>5;  Connecticut 
Farm*.  N.  J..  Knynhauscn  at,  811.  815 ;  Mr*. 
Caldwell  murdercil  at,  s  i 

Connolly,  John,  Dr..  hi*  plot,  192. 

Couolly.  Lieuteuaut-Colouel,  taken  near  York- 
town.  KrJH 

Constable.  Dr.,  (Br.),  29L 

"Constitutional  Post-Officc,"  Holt  announces 
a.  i^L 

Continental  butcher,  the,  catching  sturgeon, 

Continental  Coxorem,  adopt*  the  Suffolk 
Resolution*,  liii  Article*  of  Association  of, 
17 ;  Article  10.  of  Association  of.  ULi  to  be  ! 
seized,  7jg_;  ri-vlow*  the  Philadelphia  mili- 
tary, 91:  declaration  of,  ou  taking  up  arm*, 
r^ad  at  Putnam'*  tamp,  117 :  Tory  remark* 
on,  197:  Commissioner*  to  treat  with,  on 
their  way  to  America,  -.00 :  perfect  master* 
of  the  resource*  of  America;  reject*  the 
oner*  of  France  and  Sitaln,  a>8:  an  English 
view  of  the,  'OH;  strike*  medal*,  2-{l> :  '"a 
hornet's  ne*t."  '249;  "must  not  be  endured 
•ny  longer,"  SOIL  loyal  stricture*  on.  3J4; 
the  way  the  members  of,  plunder  the  people. 


830;  "desperate."  »5flj  frightened  by  the 
approach  of  British,  iilLi  "Congress  and 
Toddy."  4'.Hi :  the  j»eople  of  New  \ork  exas- 

1»c  rated  with,  43i ;  the  negotiation  of  the 
Iuwe*  with.  43S;  petiiloned  by  the  "out-of- 
door  rebel*"  of  Philadelphia.  4-43 ;  culled 
"  Rabscalllon."  4tW;  a  m,u  ibhlcTn.  517: 
meet*  at  York,  Pa  ,  !>:$:  tiic  blank  letter 
sent  to.  Mtt;  determine*  "to  retire  beyond 
the  Mississippi."  667 ;  Simeon  Dcane  »i  i  Ives 
at.  5ti'.>;  "  mortgaged  America  to  the  French 
Kin-;,  673 ;  reply  to  the  Commissioners, 
fWi;  receives  the  first  French  Ambas-ador, 
Mi ;  a~ perse*  the  character  of  the  British 
army,  H£>;  resolve  of.  in  reference  to  Thea- 
tres, ti;7 ;  RMn^ton's  report  of  a  speech 
said  to  have  been  delivered  in.  C'H ;  the  way 
they  decide  question*  before  them.  <i71 ; 
request*  the  Court  of  France  to  lake  Wash- 
ington out  of  America.  717 :  Chevnlier  de  la 
Luzerne's  advice  to,  793;  the  member*  of, 
carry  wax  taper*  at  the  funeral  of  Don  Juan 
Mirrallcs,  704 ;  the  death  and  last  will  of, 
IMS;  calwil*  In.  MIL  declared  bankrupt,  9,11 : 
people  of  Connecticut.  Massachusetts,  ana 
Sew  Hampshire  wish  to  w  lthclraw  from  the, 
ML 

Continental  Currency,  337;  British  encourage 
counterfeiting  it.  440;  Washington  returns 
it  to  Congress.  Ml :  W»i*hiiig!on'«  army  sup- 
plies rag*  for  making,  Ctll ;  the  cause*  of  the 
depreciation  of.  IMS 

Contrccoeur,  M.  de.  ILii 

Conway.  General.  450:  charged  with  depreci- 
ating Washington,  uiL 

Cook,  Rev.  Mr  .  sail*  for  England.  82. 

Cook,  Colouel,  of  the  Peuusylvauian*,  4Hfi 

Cook.  Mrs.,  notice  of,  8.3. 

Coombe.  Rev.  Mr.,  of  Philadelphia,  4SSL 

Coo|>cr,  Gill,  Dfii, 

Cooper,  of  Hampton,  Va.%  ir>o. 

CcK>per,  Mvle*.  I).  1)  .  8j  sailed  for  England, 
82:  quarrels  with  Dr.  Peters,  2SL 

Cooper,  Samuel.  D  D.,  31;  "leads  the  people 
by  the  nose,"  43,  llki;  at  the  funeral  of 
General  Warren.  ±!SL 

Copps  Hill,  near  Boston,  Ma**.,  batteries  on,  32. 

Coram.  L  I..  TallniadL'e'*  descent  on.  .'M7. 

Cornell.  E/ekiel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  quota- 
tion from,  relative  to  the  battle  of  Long 
Island  ;  notice  of,  gf>7- 

Cornwalli*.  Earl,  at  Sullivan's  Island.  957 ;  at 
the  battle  of  Long  Island,  Jill ;  at  Princeton, 
371 :  at  Boundbrook.  N.  J.,415_;  at  Ailsbo- 
roitgli,  JJ11;  at  Brandvwinc,  4VC> :  at  Philadel- 
phia. 500 :  at  Red  Bank,  62*2;  iu  a  coffin, 
Ka:  at  Philadelphia.  [188,  801 ;  at  Camden, 
K';tl .  the  cruelty  or.  915,  at  Guilford.  'SiG : 
hi*  opinion  of  American  women.  OTifi:  his 
plan*  defeated  by  Charly  Morgan,  i)7*i :  \  ir- 
L'inia  "must  yield  to."9Si,  his  plnnderiiigs, 
iiHi:  '*  Leon  Idas'"  address  to,  *.H»5 ;  addie*a 
or  "  riain-Tnith"  to.  mm.  io-.>7:  surrender 
of.  wa :  '•  Indisposed."  1031 :  report  of  the 
siege  of  Yorktown,  lfiffiL  his  letter  to  Clin- 
ton criticised,  list:):  the  surrender  of.  cele- 
4»rat»><l  at  Trenton.  N.  J..  10t«:  at  Princeton, 
N.  J.,  Albany.  N.  Y,  and  Pax  ton.  Pa.;  ad- 
dress to.  bv  an  American  Soldier.  October 
30.  1781.  1017:  "deserted  and  abused,"  HIT.*: 
celebration  of  the  surrender  of.  at  Pottgh- 
kecpsle.  N.  Y.:  sltuatiou  of  America  alter 
the  surrender  of.  1053:  his  surrender,  a 
brother  of  Burgovnc's,  tor>:t 
Cortlandt's  manor,  N.  Y.,  rumored  dlsaflerted, 
rumor  denied,  22j  Mr.  Washington's  Maga- 
zines In,  OTL  mi- 
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Cotton,  Lieutenant-Colonel. at  Moore'* Creek, 

Sit). 

Counterfeiter*,  at  Pceksklll,  N.  Y.,  encour- 

a^-ci  by  the  British,  i  m 
Coitrlev."  Lieutenant,  at  the  battle  of  Long 

Island,  2HL 

Covenhoven,  Judge,  carried  Into  New  York 
by  the  British.  tjiCL 

Cow  nho\cn.  Peter.  Mrs.,  notice  of,  &SL 

Coventry,  Conn  ,314. 

Cow  pens,  battle  of  the,  901. 

Coxe.  t  harlcs,  Mrs.,  notice  of.  S23. 

Coxe.  Daniel,  secretary  to  tbe  British  Com- 
missioners,  tin. 

Cral)tree.  Captain,  of  Vn.. 

Crafts.  Lieutenant-Colonel,  at  the  Nantaskct 
expedition,  aai;  notice  of.  MtL  52U. 

Cniti.',  Nathan,  quotation  from.  27> 

Cn>np.  Michael.  Captain,  his  riflemen,  131 : 
died  a"  Neiv  York.  1Ti2. 

Cn.-sap.  Thomas,  Colonel,  of  Virginia,  1V3 

Cromwell.  Oliver,  notice  of.  OKI 

Crooked  Billet,  tight  at  the.  5ti3_ 

Croser.  John.  Captain,  (Br  ,)  half-ebaved  by 
V  red  en  burgh,  146. 

Croton  Kiver,  ,V  Y..  skirmish  at,  053. 

Crown  Point,  capture  of.  Is,  9_L 

Cruger,  Henry,  notice  of.  7St. 

Crump,  Captain,  at  Powle's  Hook.  737 

Cunningham,  keeper  of  the  provost  in  New 
York.  20L  1EI3. 

Cunningham.  Captain,  wounded  at  James- 
town, Va.,  '.>?'■' 

Cunningham,  Patrick,  of  the  Carolina  Regula- 
tor*, liki 

Cuiinlntrham,  Willlnm.  3fl;  notice  of,  M. 
Cunningham,  Captain,  of  the  privateer  Lady 

Washinttfon,  2itL 
Curtl*.  Captain.  tBr..)  32L 
Cusack.  the  murder  of,  tir-'O. 
Cutthing,  Thomas,  of  Mass.,  75_1  laid  a*ide  aa 

useless.  347. 
Cutler,  Rev.  Mr.,  of  Ip*wicb,  Ma**.,  805. 

Dagworthy.  Ml**,  of  Trenton,  £&L 
Dalley.  Gilford.  513. 

Dalrymple,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  (Br.,)  at  the 

battle  of  Long  It-lnnd,  3ul. 
Danbnry.  Conn.,  attack  on.  in  1777,  423:  Brit- 

l*h  account  of,  42tL;  poetical  account  of,  428; 

British  di*own  cruelty  at  the,  441. 
Danver*.  Ma**.,  30. 

Darcy.  John,  collects  lead  for  the  u*e  of  the 

American*,  240. 
Dark  Day  In  1780,  an  account  of.  805. 
Dartmouth.  Lord.  Ili5j  order*  Governor  Tryon 

to  consider  the  Colonies  in  rebellion,  i:ts. 
Da*hwood  committed  to  jail  in  New  York, 

Davidcon,  General.  877 

Duvi*,  Benjamin,  of  Boston.  Mn**.,  81. 

Davi*.  • — ■  ,  Dea.,  of  Chelmsford,  Ma**.,  at 

Lexington,  OIL 

Davi*,  — — .of  the  Yankee  Hero  privateer.  2>«. 

Davi*,  Isaac.  Captain,  of  Acton,  Mass.,  wound- 
ed at  Lexington.  «}. 

Dawkin*.  — - — .  the  cheese-stenler,  high  In 
rank  in  the  American  army,  44fl 

Dawson,  Mrs.,  of  Williamsburg,  Va..  477. 

Day.  Gideon,  killed  at  Cherry  Valley,  tai. 

Dayton.  — .  Alderman.  24. 

Dayton.  Colonel,  at  Staten  Island,  177^  485. 
774;  at  the  Connecticut  Farms.  Kit. 

Dealy,  John,  tarred  and  feathered,  AO. 

Dcane,  Silaa,  at  New  York,  75;  treatment  In 
Paris,  531 ;  reception  by  The  King  of  the 
French,  509;  Andre's  dream  on,  liliL 


Deane,  Simeon,  arrived  from  France,  notice 


of. 

Dearborn,  General,  at  Stillwater.  487. 
Deare,  Mr*  .  notice  of.  isLL 
De  mdee.  Brint,  shot  lor  pcrjurv.  4f)fi. 
Deliall,  Oliver,  killed  at  Cherry  "Valley,  fi3L 
De  Bicrve,  Francis  Souza,  ut  Cherry-  Yailey, 
«3L 

l>e  Bouille.  Marquis,  in  the  West  Indie*.  (35. 

DcImjw,   ,  a  Monmouth  County  Tory, 

74H 

"Dccin*,"  remark*  respect  ins  America.  filL 

De  Brahm,  .  at  Sul. Ivan's  Island.  ■Hit. 

Decker's  Fort,  on  Staten  Island,  77X 
Declaration  of  Independence  at  Philadelphia, 
Euston,  Pa  ,  ami  Trenton.  N  J..  •.»»:  at 
Princeton.  N.J.  New  York.  tr70;  at  Boston, 
271 :  at  Newport.  R  I  ,  2^~Bndt,eton,  N. 
J.,  279;  at  Savannah.  Ga  .  vNl. 
Dedham,  Mass.,  a  coward  from,  3ft»;  notice 

or.  tiaj_ 

Deerfield,  Mas*  ,  "  Instruction*  of."  2HL 

De  Grasse.  Count,  engm^s  the  British  fleet 
off  the  Chesapeake.  Kttt:  notice  of,  U££L 

De  Heister,  Philip,  General,  at  Long  Island, 
301 ;  anecdote  of,  351 :  bi*  estimate  of  tbe 
rebel*.  4J5;  died.  51U:  notice  of.  «*. 

De  Huvne,  .  the  regiment  of,  at  ihc  bat- 
tle of  Ouakcr  Hill,  filti 

Delmar,  Lieutenant  De.  ISSL 

De  Kalb,  at  the  celebration  of  tbe  alliance 
with  France,  576:  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Camden,  ?s3«>;  his  death.  Mii. 

De  la  Montagnle,  widow,  loyalist*  meet  at  the 
house  of,  34. 

Delancey,  James.  Colonel,  an  American  in- 
former, Ityt;  paints  scenery  for  the  Theatre 
in  NcwTork.  3tft:  hi*  attack  on  Horse 
Neck,  807:  expedition  to  Connecticut,  878; 
anecdote  of.  K20,  liliL  053. 

De  Lancey.  Jane,  married,  145. 

Delancey,  Oliver,  133 

De  Lancer.  Peter,  ufi 

De  Lancey.  Susan.  145. 

Dclaucey's  Farm,  N.  Y.,  British  licentiousness 

at.  370. 

De  la  I'lace.  Captain,  at  Ticonderoga,  7H. 

De  Lisle,  letter  on  the  spirit  of  the  Americans, 

01. 

Dennet,  Captain,  fltfi. 
Dennis.  Benjamin,  Captain,  £5L 
Dennison,  Colonel,  see  Wyoming,  fifts, 
Dent,  Lieutenant,  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island, 
2UL 

Dependant*,  view*  of  the,  241L 

Dern-yster,  Captain,  (Br.,)  at  King'*  Mountain, 

De  l»uis,  John.  24. 

Derby.  E.  UL.  notice  of,  ZL 

De  Soli*,  history  of  the  conquest  of  Mexico, 

728. 

D'Estaing.  Connt,  arrive*  at  Sandy  Hook. 
at  Rhode  Island,  tn 13 :  at  Boston,  hi*  recep- 
tion, ft! 4 :  misunderstanding  between  him 
and  Sullivan,  0H>:  gives  a  ball  on  board  the 
Languedoc.  at  Boston,  627 :  biok'rapbical 
notice  of,  6'18;  receive*  delei»ate«  from  the 
Penobscot  and  Nova  Scotia  Indians  on  board 
the  Langnedoc.  anecdote  of.  8*2:  -nm 
mons  Savannah  to  surrender,  HI;  notice  of, 
71?) 

Dev.  Mr*.,  notice  of,  823. 
Dev.  William,  37. 

Devant.  Captain,  killed  at  Eutaw,  1781.  101? 
Dirk.  Colonel,  Mr*  .notice  of,  fa23. 
Dickinson,  John,  "  Pennsylvania  Farmer,"  13; 
declared  a  rebel,  CO;  notices  of,  290,  tilL 
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Dickinson.  General,  at  Monmonth,  522. 
Dickinson,  General,  of  N.  J.,  notice  of,  657, 

km. 

Dickinson,  Major,  Va.,  killed  at  Monmouth, 

Digliy.  Admiral,  at  New  York,  UfcSi. 

Dillon.  Jo-cph.  married.  Li. 

Din v\  Iddie.  tiovunior,  3*3. 

IMhlKimuu'li,  Lieutenant,  iBr..)  at  Monmouth, 

Ti'Xt 

Ditma*.  Harry,  Captain.  (Br.,)  wounded  at 

Mo:i mouth.  ■*>'■>.•> 
DitHon  Thoma*.  of  Dilleriea.  Mass.,  tarredand 

fe.it licred  in  Boston,  44.  Ml. 
"Divide  and  rule.'*    America  will  not  be 

-II lie  I  MiK 

Divorce,  r.imor  of  Washington*!*  on  account 

of  the  war.  il. 
Dix.  r.mt-iin.  1M, 

Dobbs  Kern.  N,  V.,  British  evacuate,  31L 
Dogs.  Washington's  annv  feeds,  on  mangy, 

Dome-lie  manufactures,  1*23. 
Dongm.  Edward  Vaug.iau,  Lieutenant,  notice 
of.  _LH 

Donop.  fount,  at  the  buttle  of  Long  Island. 
:»ki.  at  B  Htndbrook.  N.  J.,  415 :  finally 
wouii'i  •«!  at  Ke<l  Bank  .*>I4;  notice  of.  GjS ; 
mm  of,  killed  at  Connecticut  Farm*,  N.  J., 

Slii. 

Dorchr*ter.  Ma«s  ,  attack  on.  a  13 ;  heights  of. 
taken  by  the  American*,  til  1 ;  manner  of 
the,  described  by  an  English  writer, 


•,  Ca;>taln.  iUL 

Colonel,  at  the  battloor  White  Plains, 
>.  Stair.  (Br.,)  commander  of  the  Mon- 


takiu^ 

a  Mi. 

Dorranv 
Dougla- 

Don-la* 
treal.  '>.rJ 

Dowdle.   .  Captain,  of  the  Pennsylvania 

Ritlcinm.  eommetided  by  Washington,  1 l«l. 
Downey.  John.  Cauiaiu,  killed  at  Crooked 

Bilh-:.  nonce  of.  .w. 
Drake    •Captain  Crompond,"  9fif> 
l)rake.  Jasper,  tavern-keeper,  in  New  York,  0. 
Drake.  Bear  Admiral.  10 > I. 
Drayton.  William  Henry.  "Jndgo.  General, 

Counsellor,  and  Admiral,"  541);  death  and 

burial  of,  notice  of.  7U. 
Drew.  Captain,  (Br..>  relieves  the  Flatbush 

Tories.  ailL 
Duane.  James,  notice  of,  3jii  sets  out  for  Con- 
gress. iL 
Dublin.  Ireland,  patriotism  in,  -202. 
Dublin.  N  C  ,  people  o I  declare  against  Gov. 

Martin.  I'M 
Dm  Bay.  Major.  He*sl'in  cotnmatvler.  'XV\. 
Dnche"  Jacob,  D  IV.  at  the  funeral  of  Peyton 

Riudolnh.  L>J:  emlwirked  for  Eii|.duud,  .VH 
Dudley.  Daniel,  killed  at  Cherry  Valley.  uaL 
Duer.  .  William,  sentenced  to  the  gal- 

lev.  fi7  > :  at  Pluckeuiin,  N.  J.,  007 ;  notice 

of.  yt>v 

Dufneld,  Go  >rve.  Rev.,  his  nccount  of  the 
murder  of  Mr  Roxburgh,  <  JI ;  biographical 
notice  of.  7tit 

Dulnnv.  ,  of  Maryland,  an  American  In- 

fortn-r.  133. 

Dunbar.  Daniel.  J_L 

Dunbar,  Jesse,  mobbed  at  Plymouth,  Ma**., 
IL 

Dunbnr,  Major,  of  the  Mth  (Br.),  R>. 

I)n nb  ir.  Mo->e*.  ol  Wuterbury,  Conn.,  con- 
victed of  being  a  Tory.  :fl*S. 

Dunbar,  Samuel.  D  D..  12L 

Dunda-.  Colonel.  (Br.,)  at  the  surrender  of 
Cornwallls.  103L 


Donmorc,  John,  Earl  of.  Lil;  his  recall,  135; 
"born  to  be  handed,"  Ac.  \-A> ;  at  Hamp- 
ton, Va.,  l.V>;  title  ol.  1JL.  hi-  proclamation, 
remark*  on.  101 ;  numbed  Loin  Norfolk. 
170:  his  "Yawning*  of  Tauu  lo^y,"  and 
treatise  on  the  Act  of  Government.  173;  at 
Norfolk.  'AH3;  print*  a  Virginia  Gazette,  SiA ; 
anec(iole~of7:fci';  notices  of,  loJ,  UU,  TW1 
a  negro  thief."  Tlni. 

Duiistahlc.  Ma**.,  W2. 

Dti  Porta U,  ln37. 

Diirnlord,  Lieutenant,  at  PeckskUI,  N.  Y., 
ILL 

Duryee,  Robert,  Captain,  tortured  at  Wyo- 
ming, till. 

Dutch,  high  and  low.  oppose  the  patriots,  30; 
oppressed  by  Spain.  3£s;  turn  a  dull  ear  to 
the  memorial  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  771 ; 
Com  pared  to  wild  boat>  ■';.*■?, 

Dutchess  County.  N.  Y..  Poi  i  of  entry  nt,  3L 

Duval.  Lieutenant,  of  Md.,  wounded  at  Ninety- 
Six,  IMil. 

Diixburv,  Mas*.,  inob  at,  IL 

Dyer,  Kliphalet,  at  New  York,  2. 

Earthquakes  at  Lake  Geortre.  Albany,  Jessnp. 
borough,  Ticondcro^a,  uud  Foil  Edwurd,  N. 
Y  ..  LLi. 

Ea-t  Chester,  N.  Y.,  Glovers  skirmish  at, 
3-Jti •  Captain  Lockwou,j,  captures  British 
at,  ~H 

East  Farms,  Conn  ,  festivity  nt,  criticised, 
LUL 

East  Hartford,  Conn  .  female  Infantry  at.  128, 
Easton,   .Colonel,  at  Ticondero-o,  bp ; 

lakes  General  Pn'scott  prisoner,  y.ii.' 
Easlon,  Pa.,  Declaration  of  Independence  read 

at.  atffl. 

East  River,  N.  Y..  obstructed  bv  scuttled  ves- 
sels, am 

Eaton.  General,  at  Gulirord,  17SI.  StXL 
Eccle*.  Cai.tain.  IfiLL 
E<len,  William,  ut  Philadelphia.  S±L 
Edes  and  (iills'  uccouni  of  the  disturbance  In 
Boston,  UL 

EduTjr,  Major,  killed  at  Bninswick,  N.  J., 
URL 

Edtrar.  Captain,  at  Fort  St.  Georve.  HIL 
Edmoud*,  Caniain,  at  Eutaw  Sprin-s.  KH-i. 
Edmonton.  England.  Wa.*hin-iou  butul  in 

effigy  at.  510. 
Edfon.  Colonel,  attacked  by  a  mob.  43. 
Edward*.  Major.  77*. 

Elbert.  Brii^dier-tJeneral,  taken  prisoner  at 

Briar  Creek.  (iTi 
Ek-etionn.  the  etTect  of,  the  honors  poor  men 

enjoy  at,  *2:S7. 
Eliot,  Andrew,  Dr..  of  Boston.  1 1  rt :  reopens 

the    Thursday  Lectuie  in    Bo*tun,  1776, 

Elizabeth.  Qneen.  motto  on  her  medal,  struck 
on  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  Armada, 

m 

Elizabeth  River,  Enuhiml  Intends  to  establish 
a  port  at.  S»s-l. 

Ellzalxthtown.  N.  J.  riot  at.  21;  Siblings 
attempt  lo  surprise.  ;  false  alarm  at,  'AO; 
Van  Buskirk's  visit  to,  7M. 

Elliot.  James,  Captain,  killed  at  Campbeirs 
expedition.  hft7. 

Elliot.  L.  W..  quotation  from.  612. 

Ellis,  Colonel.  Sin*.,  notice  of.  y?rA. 

Elmer,  Jonathan,  his  address  on  Independ- 
ence, 

Elmer,  Mr*.,  notice  of. 

Elm*,   ,  tavern-keeper  at  New  York, 

Jt31 
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Emm  rick,  Captain.  (Br  .)  anecdote  of  his 
corps  4'.'.»;  notice  of,  ?>Xi :  vis'ts  Westches- 
ter. N.  V.,  tiJOj  at  Horse  Neck,  6<>i;  at 
"Kiiig*bri«igc,  1)7.* . 

Emerson.  .  Mr.,  minister  of  Newcastle, 

on  PI -cata  juu  River,  374. 

■Endicott.  K.  M.,  account  of  Leslie's  expedl- 
tion,  '£'•. 

Enhi.ano.  conciliatory  measures  proposed  in, 
j>s ;  sympathy  in,  for  the  Amet  ienns.  147, 
Vi'.i;  compact-  with  the  German  powers  for 
trn:»i»-.  ;  movements  of  the  ministry  of, 
Z'J'i;  armors  in.  a-  to  the  situation  of  ati'airs 
in  Ant  ri<  i.  "iSS;  intends  to  destroy  the 
no  M!u-ni,  an  1  iiMki1  -lave*  of  tlie  southern 
Plm  !  •.  JJj  :  IJ'u'hv.  t tic  champion  of.  oNers 
to  box  Wg-.'iin.'i'iii.  44i:  "an  obstinate  old 
slut."  .*>i  1  .  \Va-h:u.'ton  attempt-  a  recou- 
cl.i.tiion  between  America  ainl.  ill  ;  manu 
fae.unr-*  in.  s.  imp  their  cloths  with  "  Amer- 
ica:! Libert  v.'*  .'>ti :  the  designs  of  the  Court 
ol.  .lLri.ii-'  th  •  liberies  of  Britain,  IiH ;  lying 
new-papers  in.  y;t>;  the  projects  of,  discov- 
•rwU  *.Kj. 

RnL'  i-ii  ji  "t  Romans,  compared,  1*L 

Knor <■<;  S7T 

Epigram:  on  the  Hessian  standards  taken  at 

Trenton,  ::tn; ;  on  General  Arnoi  1.  sitt 
Episcopalians  not  in  favor  of  independence 


EpNcopT-v,  change  In  the  church  service  of 
Vir^iuir,  •2(io:  churches  in  New  York  burnt, 

Erskine,  Robert.  F.  R  S..  death  of,  S58. 
Erskine.  Mr*  .  notice  of.  ti£L 
Erekine.  sir  Willi  en.  anecdotes  of,  HI.  7S1 ; 
at  l>aub-iry  in  1TT7,  VA\. 

Esop-is.  •m 

Esquimaux,  to  be  employed  in  subduing 
America,  :v>~ 

Essex.  Lor.l.  compared  to  Washington,  Iflfi 

Europe,  state  of  atf  iir-  in,  IT,s  i.  7U1 

Eutaw  Springs,  battle  or.  li'l  J :  British  ac- 
count of.  the  h:ittle-flp|il  of,  1(118. 

Evan.-",  Captain,  tltr..)  1H-J. 

Evans,  Lie  itenmt.  at  the  expedition  against 
the  Onondaga  Indians,  tiS< 

Ewer.  Robert,  notice  of. 

Ewing.  ( »L»ifI.  at  the  battle  of  Trenton,  305. 

Exeter.  I*a  .  see  Wyoming,  r.n? 

"  Expedient,"  what  is?— "Jl-'l. 

Experiment.  British  man-of-war,  taken  bv  the 
r  rem  h.  7,~.  V 

Byberlin.  GyVrt.  222. 

Eyre,  Major".  (Br  .)  attempts  to  bum  Tiverton, 
R    I.,  ,vc> :  at  Now  London,  Conn.,  1781, 

lUH".. 

Byre*.  Captain,  of  the  schooner  Delaware, 

Fae-ch,  Mr-  .  notice  of.  8JLL 

Fa  -in.  the  M  mmo'ith  Cottntv  Ton*.  fifiL 

Fa.rbattli challenges  the"  British  to  light 

'*  man  r  >  m  in,"  is 
Fairiiel  1,  Conn..  Tories  in,  239 :  the  burnin<' 

of.  ILL 

Fairholmc,  John  Stone,  taken  prisoner,  2QQ. 
Fahiouth,  Mass.,  destroyed  by  Capt.  Mowatt, 

Fanning.  Colonel.  (Rr.,)  at  the  burning  of 

Fail  t'leld,  <  'oim  .  7  IS 
"  Farmer  A.  W  s  View,"  burnt  in  New  York, 

LL 

Fnycrwcnt her.  Thomas,  of  Boston.  81. 
Feejce  1 -landers  to  be  employed  In  subduing 

America,  :^i7. 
Fell,  John,  imprisoned  at  New  York,  JSL 


Fell,  Mrs.,  notice  of,  823. 
Fellows  General.  4?Y 
Felt,  John,  notice  of,  "55. 
Female  Infantry,  at  East  Hartford,  Coon., 

Ltti. 

Fen  ton,  Lewis,  a  Monmouth  County  Tory. 

74<*i. 

Ferguson,  Captain,  (Br  .)  of  the  frigate  Bruur 
ILL 

Ferguson,  Major,  (Br.,)  killed  at  King's  Moan- 
tain.  HtU, 

Fermoy,  Brisa licr-Gcneral.  at  Princeton,  :VS. 
Fentandes.  Ensi-n.  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Inland,  ^1>L 

Few.  Colonel,  (Br.,)  killed  at  Stonv  Point, 
7-JI. 

Finances,  state  of  the  American,  in  17SO,  ja& 
Finch,  Mr.,  killed  by  order  of  Lord  Stirling 
4V.>. 

Finch.  Lieutenant,  at  the  biege  of  Fort  Mifflin, 

•  1^1  . 

Fisher,  Co'imel.  at  Johnson  Hall.  ITS),  j.10. 
Flsherv  B.t).  notice  of  the.  ti!l_ 
Fishk',1'.  N.  V..  tea  iroiiohs  at.  'JS7:  insubor- 
dination of  the  New  England  troop*  at. 

.rfcs-». 

Fltman.  Mrs.,  notice  of,  s?3. 
Flag  of  the  United  Stat' ■-.  -uggcste<|  br  the 

Mauntiii"  of  a  cat-!-  tail.  TTtl 
Flu irur.  M:ij.«r,  killed  bv  t.hc  Briti>h  at  Croton 
River.  'Jji 

Flatbu-h.  L.  I.,  British  at.  Cflo,  Jcrsev  rebeb 
visit.  5iSL 

Fletcher.  Thomas,  of  the  Carolina  Regulators, 

nui. 

Flenry,  Colonel,  at  the  capture  of  Stony  Point. 
71ft 

Flint.  Lnke.  marrh'd.  2CL  330, 

Floyd.  William,  set-  out  for  Congress.  Ifi. 

Fluckcr,  Thomas,  Secretary  to  General  Gagr. 

2L  ' 
Fontenoy.  compared  with  Bunker  Hill.  OJL 
Forbes.  Gilbert.  Id*  connection  with  the  plot 

to  assassinate  Wn»Mn>.'ton.  ysi 
Ford.  John.  Captain,  at  Lexinjii.n.  ifi. 
Fordyce,  Captain.  (Br.)  kilh-<l  at  the  Great 

Bridge;  notice  of.  lHt). 
Foreman.  James.  Secretary  of  the  Ancient 

York  Mason-.  JUL 
Fonnnn.  General.  Mrs.,  notice  of.  SW 
Forehi,   .  lead-  the  Jcrsev  re'.R'ls  into 

Flatnti-h.  L.  I..  5^0. 
Forrester,  Captain,  iii-  adventure,  ^t s 
Forsyth.  Caplain.  at  Powlr's  Hook.  T-ll. 
Fort  Alden.  in  Cherry  Valley,  ivai. 
Fort  Clinton,  New  York,  taken  bv  the  British. 

mi 

Fort  Edward,  N.  Y..  earthquake  at,  113;  Bur- 

goyne  arrives  nf.  -t7H. 
Fort"<;ri-wold.  action  at.  In  17S1.  Utfifi 
Fort  Howe,  (Ja.,  ti-'i-t. 

Fort  Iiidependence.  account  of  Gen.  Hoath's 
attack  on.  -liK)  •  the  Briti-h  evacuate.  <>y\. 

Fort  Johnson,  S.  C  .  an  attack  <n  s;;-t»'cted. 
'•■S7. 

Fort  Ijifayette.  taken  bv  the  British.  C,  0.  oa 
Fort  Lee.  \.  \"  .  taken  bv  the  British."i{30. 
Fort  Midi  in.  siege  of. 

Fort  Montgomerv,  N.  Y..  t-iken  by  the  British. 
MM 

Fort  Moultrie,  surrender  of,  hofl 

Fort  Schuyler,  siege  of,  >77. 

Fort  Stanivix.  flL'lit  at.  iTL 

Fort  Si.  t'eorge,  reduction  of,  S7 1 

Fort  Trumbull,  evaeuvied  by  the  Americans 

Fort  Washington,  N.  Y.,  ''all  quiet  at."  837; 
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tak.n  by  the  nHfi.-h.  it*  reduction.  348: 
brave  y  ol  1  l.c  mi  erieaii*  ut,  :t4S ;  the  Brit- 
iqij)  ev<ic  latin::,  ti.ii ;. 

FoMiyko.  Captain,  commands  fire-ship*  on 
Hudson  Ki\or. 

Foster.  .  i'ujitain,  at  tin;  battle  of  Nod- 
dle's J Li 1 1 1 1 .  :■>'>. 

Foster,   ,  Dr.,  of  Cbarlcatown,  Mass., 

ML 

Foster.  Thomas,  <*1'  riymouth.  Mass.,  10. 
Fowler,  Captain.  tJr.j  killed  at  Horse  Neck, 

Fowler.  Jonathan.  Jml^e.  his  recantation,  175. 
Fo:,  Chaile*.  opposes  Lord  North,  i  .1. 
Fox.  Captain,  iu7. 

Foxirolt.  John,  committed  to  jail  in  New 
York.  ass. 

Fru^om.nl.  M..  painter  to  the  Kinp  of  Franco, 
deoic  it.  s  a  picture  to  the  genius  of  Frank- 
lin. 

Frano     Ian  rn,  New  Y>rk.  i-i7. 

Franci-.  i  olonel.  ut  the  lwittle  of  Ilubbardton, 
4T-J:  killed,  ILL 

Franklin.  Benjamin,  arrives  from  London: 
lino*  to,  Tjj  notice  of.  ) '■>:!,  'Jt.s.  101 :  his*  pro- 
posal* to  the  French  (  oiirt.  iteT.:  uives  the 
Court  of  France  Dermis *ion  to  com)  iter  the 
Florida*,  :iN'.i;  <|i!<ilctl,  141 :  presents  the 
Senator  -  Remembrancer  to  the  public.  1 1>  : 
hit*  appearance  in  Paris:  is  manufacturing 
•n  electrical  IMChine  to  disunite  kinplnni*. 
5M :  an  "old  (ox."  Wl  :  send*  a  blank  letter 
to  Con<;re-*,  r>l-J ;  reception  at  the  French 
Court. :»' !':  rnccdotes  of.  tm.  <LIL  Ilia,  itstj. 
1010:  worshipped  by  the  French.  F'raj,'Oinrrrt 
dedicatee  a  picture  to  the  u'enlus  of.  6ttf< ; 
account  of  the  parent*  of.  France  claims  the, 
remarks  on  tlie  ancestry  of.  s-iit. 

Franklin,  William,  yovenior,  an  American  in- 
former, lirj,  •."»:  notices  of.  2fW,  va-.  the 
treatment  of  considered  l>y  a  Tory,  "EE 

"Franklin,"  armed  schooner,  takes  British 
provision  shin,  ili 

Frampiclin,  Jolin.  ancestor  of  Dr.  Franklin, 

mi. 

Franonolin,  Thorna*.  SJQ. 

Frascr,  Malcolm,  Lieutenant,  79. 

Frazer.  General,  <Br  i  nt  the  battle  of  Still- 
water, 197 ;  killed  at  the  second  action  at 
Stillwater,  Z1]L 

Frazer.  Major,  captures  Cckniel  Isaac  Havne, 
973 

French  alliance,  news  of  received  in  America, 
Sto ;  articles  of  the,  Ri\ button's  criticisms 
on.  $21;  Wa-iiimjtoii'*  af.cr  orders  on  the; 
celebration  of  the.  at  Valley  For.'e.  574 :  ac- 
count of  the  celebration  of.  at  Valley  Forye, 
67T) ;  the  effects  of  the,  considered  by  a  Tory. 
6CT> :  the  anniver.-ary  i  f.  celebnited  at  Phila- 
delphia. t">  1  •  jinniveriarv  of.  celebrated  at 
Pluckemin.  N  J.,  t,.Vi;  notice  of  the,  1017; 
"a  g*M»d  joke."  '.til . 

French,  Justice,  tuken  by  the  Jersey  Bov*. 

French  Minister.  M.  Gerard,  the  find  sent  to 
America.  fit C ;  reception  of  the  first  to  the 
United  State*,  UKJ. 

French.  Rev.  Mr.,  of  Andovcr,  Mass..  150. 

French  Williams,  killed  at  the  Westminster 
Massacre  51. 

Frost.  Samuel,  a  pri  -oner  at  Lexington,  SML 

Frye.  James,  Colonel.  L2L 

Fucter.  ridden  on  a  mil  at  New  York.  '2M8. 

Ftnvler,  Francl*.  the  hermit,  account  of,  KiL 

Forman.  Moore.  Mrs.,  notice  of.  fcfiEL 

Fuscr,  Colonel,  (Br.,)  at  Suubury,  Ga.,  fiiL 


Oahrouski.  Count,  death  of,  SOIL 

Gjdstiell,  Christopher,  1 II'). 

G  ao k,  T iio.h a  .  take*  Hi  "in^'on's  paper,  £4. : 
his  "  Ida*, i.is.,'  {M±  lii  letters  int  n opted. 
7J:  his  proclamation  excepting  Adams  and 
Haiicot  k.  it^  i-t>!:ied.  IKj^  his  account  of 
the  battle  of  Lcxinyion,  Uoj  requested  to 
take  care  of  his  no*o.  ill;  orders  the  mis 
lasses  in  Do* t on  to  be  distilled  into  rum. 
ll'l ;  position  of  his  army,  i moored 

resignation  of.  11!>:  "a  rogue  to  catch  a 
rogue,"  ;  hi*  "loyal  Icncihle  Aniori- 
cun*,"  UJ ;  offers  a  piomiiim  for  the  head 
of  Putnam.  IV; :  his  at  my  comjand  to  sau- 
sa<:e*,  uml  I  h  wn  out  of  the  pan.  lil :  sailed 
Iroin  P.o-l»  n.  Mas*.,  i£j  ;  (0  i„.  runted  Lord 
Lexington,  Paron  of  Kiniki  r  Hill.  17 f. ;  no- 
tico  of,  !(  .">.  17  .  *.'i'7  ;  licenses  tin-  A u.ern nii> 
of  f uhlin^'  like  Mixa^es,  line*  en  hi* 

doiiurliiro  In  in  Post*  n,  :',»7 :  at-r-bts  at  the 
cefcbraiion  of  St.  Yunkee's  Lay  in  London. 

(ia  ne,  lliieh.  Printer.  148:  "the  ^natest 
liar."  .'Mi;  lis  faels  and  crilii  imi*  ;  "  in 
assistaii'  ii:  lyinj;  wanted  lor.  4'£l ;  his  me«i- 
esly,  ii7_ 

(•nines,  l.ioeternnt.  nt  Ftitnw  Sprimrs.  !0K{. 
Callowav.  J<  m  |  I  ,  joined  Ciotiorul  Howe,  linos 

on  his' flight.  UAL 
(ialve/..  Lon,  takes  possession  of  Peusactda. 

(inmbliiit:.  Wiohinj.'ton  forl  ic'.s  it,  444 ;  Tory 

stiictiin  s  (  li  it.  t  l.' 
Cansevoi  it.  1  i  ter,  nt  Fort  S  hnvler.  i2s. 
(•ansevoott,  1  eter,  Jr.,  ut  Peekskil).  N.  Y., 

410. 

Ganliner's  Island,  phindered  by  the  British, 

Gardner,  Isaac.  Justice,  of  Hrooklinc,  Ma.«s., 
wounded  nt  Lexington. « ti. 

Gimlner.  Thomas.  Colonel,  wounded  at  Bun- 
ker Hill,       died.  MJL;  l  otiteof.  1HL 

Gardner,  W  i Ilium,  Major,  (Br.,)  wounded  at 
Monmouth.  .MC>. 

Gardner' s  (ihost.  a  pr<-phetie  hallnd.  Ac.  17ti. 

(.arn-t.  Fusion,  taken  prisoner  at  Cherry  Val- 
ley, lilL 

Garth,  (teneral.  at  the  bnniin*.'  of  Fuirfield, 
Conn..  7i:i;  at  New  Haven,  1779,  710. 

Gate*.  Boh,  notice  of,  fit 'J 
j  Gates,  Horatio.  Gci.cial.  appointed  to  Wash- 
ington's stall',  iiiii  letter  to  ids  wile  tiivin^  an 
account  of  Burj/oyno's  surrender  to  hit) 
"Yankee*."  51J  :  u  .Iran  atist.  .T.H;  ut  Mon- 
mouth,  o'.l.') ;  notices  of,  Uil*  T"i4,  Ha: 

defeated  at  Camden.  Kii;  ]\\\ in-jton  s  ac- 
count of  the  fii^ht  of.  In  m  Car.ii.eu,  *<i«. 

Gayton,  Admiral,  notice  of.  -'.7:t. 

George  the  Third,  i-tatue  of.  ecmolishcd  at 
New  Yo»k.  ill:  Rhode  Island  forbids  pray- 
Inj;  for.  £7S:  interred  at  Sa\u:  mill,  (.a  .  Vh4 ; 
,-n  rovnl  villain."  :  "a  buttou  mnkinii 
idiot.''  pruyein  lor  Janet  Brown  nnu, 
3f»4 :  n  n'lismdis't,  ;  injustice,  obstinacy, 
and  folly  united  in,  :VX> :  •'will  sell  Hanover 
and  all  "his  estate,  bclore  he  w  ill  desert  the 
Tories."  .v.y< ;  hi*  spee<  h  antiolated.  M I ;  th<- 
estate  of  •'Gcoriro  Whelps,"  to  he  sold,  501 : 
called  the  "Rovnl  Brule,"  1CPJ;  notice  of. 
Til 

Georgetown,  Pa..  4JL 

GeorL'ia,  sentinients  of.  2fLi  Tories  in.  "no 
more,"  KM  ;  British  incursion  into.  K-.-j :  it? 
objects,  filS ;  appoints  delegates  to  the  Con- 
press,  UtL 

Geranl,  M„  at  the  French  Court  with  the 
American   Ambassadors,  570 ;    arrives  at 
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Philadelphia.  JilMi;  reception  of,  by  Congress, 
(>»> :  notice  of,  li-J.) :  speech  delivered  at 
l*lu la:|t*lt»:ii:».  bv  the  Chaplain  of,  ">U. 

Gcrisli.  Colonel,  broken  fur  cowardice,  L2L 

Germ  tin  \  George.  Lonl,  hit*  plan  to  reduce 
the  Colonies.  2J1 ;  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  letter 
to.  ou  tne  rupture  of  Powlc's  Hook,  739 ; 
no:  k-e  of.  ss  i.  't  ■ ; 

Gerimns,  predicted  number  in  America,  In 
ISM.  I  to:  the  supcr-titions  of,  313. 

Gcruimtown.  Ma->..  British  tire  upon,  &L 

Gcroi  lutowti.  Fa.,  British  account  of  the  bat- 
tle or.  ilL 

Gibh*.  Caleb,  quotation  from,  25i> 

Gilbert,  Colonel,  or  Freetown,  Ma**.,  mobbed, 
3i 

(iilb^rt,   ,  maltreated  In  New  Haven. 

Conn..  7 /,> 

Gilt> -rison,  John,  a  Monmouth  County  Tory, 
Gist.  Colonel.  620. 

Uli'iiiworth.  Lieutenant,  notice  of.  Till. 
Gloucester.  M.i^.,  Lindzcc's  attack  on.  124 
Gloucester.  Ya  .  affairs  nt.  W)  > ;  invested,  103): 

surrender*  to  Uuke  de  Lau/.an.  lu'H. 
Gloucester  Point,  X  J..  British  at.  LifcL 
Glover.  Colonel,  his  skirmish  in  East  Chester, 

N  Y..  .W< :  notice  of,  liii. 
Godilard,  William,  to  establish  Post-officeB, 

"God  save  Great  George  our  King,"  sung  at 

White  Plains.  ^ 
Gold.  Lieutenant-Colonel,  killed  at  Danbury, 

Conn.,  in  17T7.  12i 
Goldsmith.    Lieutenant,   (Br.,)  wounded  at 

Bristol.  R.  I.,  W». 
Goldstrearn.   .  32. 

"Good  Hope,"  prison-ship  at  New  York, 
74.V 

Gordon.  William,  D.  D..  preached  the  anni- 
versary discourse  at  Boston,  July  4,  1777, 
4ft3 

Gore.  Captain,  of  the  Fifth  (Br.)  regiment,  54j 

killed  at  Monmouth,  ■V'o 

Gorham.   .  Mr..  112. 

Gould,  Colonel.  (Br..)  his  connection  with  the 

execution  of  Hayne.  lulu, 
Gould,  Fitch,  quotation  from,  141. 
Government,  Duumorc's  treatise  on  the  art 

or,  113. 

Governor's  Island,  N.  Y.,  evacuated  by  the 

Americans.  3iU. 
Graham.  Colonel,  at  Tarrytown,  5S2. 
Graham.  Major.  (Br..)  at  Savannah,  747. 
Gran  by.  Marquis  of.  :n>tt. 

Grant.  Major-General,  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Man  I.  31.1;  at  Boundbrook.  N.  J.,  415. 

Grant.  Major.  (Br.,)  killed.  fiJS. 

Grape  Island.  Mass..  skirmish  at,  81. 

Gray.  General,  (Br.,)  at  the  battle  of  German- 
town.  r>oo. 

Greaves.  Admiral,  list  of  the  vessels  of  his 
squadron.  S3o :  engages  He  Grassc  off  the 
Chesapeake,  HdVt 

Oravesnn  I.  L.  I.,  tax 

Gray.  General.  (Br..)  attack*  General  Wayne 
near  the  Lancaster  (Pa.)  road,  41)8:  notice 
of.  1122. 

Gray.  Fid  ward,  of  Boston.  8L 

Great  Bridge,  Ya  .  — —description  of:  battle 
at,  17:>:  humanity  of  the  American  soldiers 
at,  JJ±1 ;  Americans  in  camp  at,  gvi. 

Great  Britain,  the  clcmencv  or,  pointed  out, 
212. 

Great  Meadows.  Washington  at  the,  H23, 
Greaton,  Colonel,  at  Pcekskill,  N.  Y.,  1781, 
lffilL 


Greene,  Christopher,  Colonel,  defeats  the  Hes- 
sians at  Red  Bank,  ■*■!  i 

Greene.  Christopher.  Colonel,  mortally  wo%od- 
ed  at  Crolou  Kiver;  account  ol  luc  death, 
'.Ol. 

Greene,  General,  at  Trenton.  ofto;  at  the  cele- 
bration of  the  French  alliance.  577 :  his 
orders  issued  on  the  disco*  erv  of  Arnold'* 
treason,  830;  at  Guiirord,  11  h:"at  Hobkirk'* 
Hill.  U41  •  at  Niuety->ix.  '.«>7 :  his  x'nnt  mili- 
tary ability,  IfcvS .  "threaten-  to  retaliate  for 
the  execution  of  Hayne.  W> :  his  pn.«  lama- 
tion  in  reference  to  the  execution  of  Hayne. 
lQttU:  at  En  taw  Sprint**,  1ol2 :  notices  of, 
s\s.  >Xri.  'M"im  :r.»s.  pus.  prjs.  1  32.  la's) 

Greene.  Mrs..  General,  at  the  cclehration  of 
the  French  alliance.  57*  :  notice  of.  tio7. 

Green  Tun'e»,  a  car„'o  of,  taken  from  the 
British.  153. 

Greenwich,  Conn..  Bonne!" s  attack  on.  6»J, 

"Grey  Maggot,"  the  i>  inipli'ei.  1 1 *. 

Griffin,  Colonel,  at  Staien  Island.  32i 

Grimn.  Samuel,  aid  to  General  Lee,  1ML 

Grim.  David,  his  account  ol  the  great  lire  at 
New  York.  31iL 

Grimball.  Thomas.  Captain.  i£<L 

Grimke.  Colonel.  i'<f2 

Groton  Point,  Conn.,  British  land  at,  in  17S1, 

Grover's  Hill.  Conn..  American  Fort  on.  711. 
Guest,  Major,  at  the  battle  of  Long  Inland. 
y.17. 

Guilford,  Conn.,  Americans  rendezvous  at, 
44-) 

'  Guilford  Conrt-Honse.  battle  of.  <j*±  «JUL  lifil : 
reasons  of  the  defeat  at.  thy ;  Comwallts'* 
'     account  of  the  iwttle  of. 

Guioii,  Peter,  notice  of.  J1L 

Gunby,  Colonel,  at  Guilford.  O^S- 

Gwyn,  S.,  quotation  from,  £j 


Habersham.  James,  of  Gn..  died. 
Habersham,  Major,  taken  prisoner  in  Georgia, 
612. 

Haldiman.  .  General,  at  Lexington,  69; 

notice  of  fita. 
Hale.  Colonel,  at  Hnbhardton.  Yt..  412. 
Hale,  John,  ol  Banby,  Mn^i*  .  Mir» 
Hale.  Nathan,  hung  as  a  spy  at  New  York, 

311 :  compared  with  Audre,  i&L 
Hale.  Samuel.  314. 

Halifax,  N.  S  .  Whigs  in.  80;  Tories  to  be 
driven  out  of.  8L 

Hall.  Elihu.  or  Cecil  County.  Md  .  152. 

Hall.  Ensiffii,  wounded  at  Stony  Point,  230. 

Hall.  Lyman,  at  Congress,  LUL 

Hulhmell.  Benjamin.  H!2. 

Hamdcn,  lines  to  the  British  Generals  on  their 
de|>arture  for  America.  £&L 

Hamilton.   Alexander.  General,  "pnet  and 
composer."  to  Washington ;  his  work  on  the 
American  Revolution.  7»Ji»:  Lady  Washing- 
ton  names  her  cat.  776;  notices  of.  sol. 
855L 

Hamilton.  Colonel  of  the  North  Carolina  Refa- 

gees.  71)7. 

Hamilton.  Lieutenant,  of  the  fi-lth  tBr  >.  at 
the  exehan^e  of  Lexington  prisoner.-,  f*; 
wounded, 

Hamilton.  Lieutenant-Colonel,  <Br  .)  at  Gull- 
ford.  1»2L 

Hamlin.  .  at  Cherrv  Yallev.  £30 

Hammond.  Colonel,  at  White  Plains, 

Hampton,  Jonathan,  Jud-re.  23. 

Hamilton,    Lieutenant-Colonel,    at  KuLaw 

Springs,  lflLi. 
Hampton,  Va.,  shipping  at,  seized,  139.  15ft. 
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Hancock,  Jonjc.  34j  hi*  residence  attacked 
by  British  soldiers,  M:  declared  a  rebel.  b.i; 
received  at  New  York,  7."i :  lines  to,  on  re- 
view lut;  the  Philadelphia  Battalion?,  cx- 
cepieil  in  General  Gage's  proclamation.  'M-, 
hit*  store  Imriit  in  Boston,  Kl,  .Marriage 
of.  130:  ttmsled  in  England,  117 :  scheme  to 
seize  hini,  157:  "a  desperado,"  1U0;  hi* 
hon.~e  on  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  220: 
called  ■"  Rosy,"  his  bravery  doubted,  262 ; 
hi*  letter,  2->3 :  signs  the  Declaration  of 
Independence .  'Mi;  Lord  Norlh's  turtle* 
presented  to.  271* ;  an  English  notice  of,  3W ; 
Adams  move-  In*  expulsion  from  Congress, 
847;  "Kiui:  Hancock,"  475;  leave*  Con- 
gress, r<Hi:  British  account  of  hi*  speech, 
517 :  hi*  flight  from  Philadelphia.  ,r>1b ;  no- 
tices of,  520.  417 :  difference  with  Samuel 
Adam*. 533;  appenrancc in  public,  IkH :  gives 
a  dinner,  hli:  a  "king."  and  '  an  insuffer- 
able piece  of  bravery."  «1»:  (riven  a  ball, 
appearance  of  the  woinon  at,  i±£L 

Hancock,  privateer,  captures  the  Reward, 
27». 

Hand,— — ■,  Colonel,  at  the  battle  of  Prince- 
ton, UHL 

Hand.  Mr*.,  notice  of,  823. 

Handy,  Captain,  at  Powle's  Hook,  731. 

Hanger,  George,  Kri. 

Hangim;  Rock,  buttle  of,  877. 

Hankey.  Ensign,  at  Fort  Mifflin,  fi2L 

Haiina.  Mrs.,  notice  of.  i£EL 

Hanoverians,  to  be  taken  into  British  pay, 
ILL 

Hanson,  Captain,  killed  at  Johnson  Hall, 
mo 

Haradd.  Captain,  taken  prisoner,  'X*). 
Harc<»urt.  Colonel.  (Br..>  take*  General  Lec, 

MOP :  compared  with  Colonel  Barton,  4li!i 
Hunlenbrook,  Thcophilus,  ridden  on  a  rail, 

2S8. 

Hardman.  Major,  at  Kutaw  Spring*,  1012. 
Harlem.  N.  Y..  battle  at,  URL 
Harper,  Robert.  Ittii 

Harris,  Isaac,  of  Pittsgrove,  Pa  .  advertbscs  a 

runawav.  JUL 
Harri-,  Colonel,  notice  of.  612,  GSIL 
Harrison.  Captain,  of  \Ve*t  River,  Md.,  ft'tf? 
Harrison,  John.  31-1. 

Hart.  .  Colonel.  Mi?. 

Hart.  Isaac,  killed  at  Fort  St.  George.  ELL 
Hartford.  Conn.,  the  tale  of  rum  prohibited 

in,  ti*.v 

Harvard  College,  American  redoubt*  near, 
111 ;  notice  of,  513:  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 
at,  32. 

Hasting*.  Jonathan,  127. 

Hatch.  Colonel,  at  Loin;  Island.  223. 

Hatfield,  — — ,  Captain,  of  White  Plains,  N. 
Y  .  fii. 

Hathaway,  Ebcnezcr,  in  the  Simsbury  Mines, 
tWiO. 

Hawke,  Samuel,  quotation  from.  2^0 

Hay.  Colonel,  of  pa.,  at  Stony  Point.  220. 

Havne,  Isaac,  Colonel,  rapture  oT.  1*73 :  execu- 
tion of.  'Ml :  General  Greene'*  proclamation 
c»n.  I'MI;  a  "Carolina  Exile,"  on  the  execu- 
tion of,  10o7:  notice  of,  1021. 

Haytie-.  Jo-iah.  Dea..  of  Sudbury,  Ma**., 
wounded  at  Lexington.  Ofi. 

Ha?M,  Colonel,  killed  at  Princeton,  231 

Hcnd-Drcssc-,  size  of,  ftOO- 

Hend.  John,  of  Boston.  SL 

Heard,  ,  Colonel,  goes  a  Tory-hunting, 

Heard,  General,  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth, 
502. 


-,  notice  of,  873. 


Hcathcot,  — 

Heath.  William,  General,  at  New  York.  238; 
account  of  hi*  attempt  to  take  Fort  \iitfc- 
pendeiicc,  hi*  conduct  ceu-ured,  4Mt:  at 
Boston,  July  4,  1777,  403;  no! ice*  of,  014, 
'.Mi.  llttl. 

Hedden.  Justice,  taken  prisoner,  cruelty  of 
the  British  to,  IhL ;  uolice  of,  by  a  loyalist, 

liiL 

liegeman,  Elbert,  notice  of.  515. 
Ilellgate.  N.  Y.,  British  encamp  at.  3QL 
Hempstead,  L.   1.,  an  assemblyman,  fright- 
ened by  the  Yankee*  at,  17b ;  Tory-hunter* 
at.  llfcL 

Hendei>on,  Colonel,  at  Stono  Ferry,  (Z*7. 
Henderson,  LiciUcuuui-Coloiiel,  hi*  bravery 

at  Charleston,  S.  C,  1780,  800;  at  Eutaw 

Springs,  1H12. 
Henderson,  Robert,  killed  at  Cherry  Valley, 

Oil. 

Heuly,  .  of  Boston,  Ma**.,  wounded  at 

Quaker  Hill.  lillL 
Henrick*.  Captain.  (Br  .)  ML 
■•  llenriciis,"  on  the  state  of  the  British  army 

in  I77S:  criticism*  ou,  5iiL 
Hcnrv.  Patrick.  l7o. 

Herkimer,  Geueral,  79m  ;  at  Fort  Stanwlx, 


Heme,  Major,  wounded  at  Charleston,  8.  C, 

TltS. 

Hettleld,  Conieliu*.  guide*  the  British  into 

Eliza  bet  htown.  N.  J.,  003;  notice  of,  7s t. 
Hettleld.  Job.  l&L 

lleilleld.  Li.  utenant-Colonel.  (Rr.)  taken  pris- 
oner at  East  Chester.  N.  Y.,  77'J. 
Hettleld,  Smith,  1M,  liL 

Hewlet,  William,  captures  Joshua  Huddy, 

aia. 

Hews.  .Tame*,  a  prisoner  at  Lexington,  'JSL 
Hichborn,  Colonel,  at  Boston,  July  4.  1777, 

4Ji& 

Hickey,  Thomas,  a  conspirator,  hung,  255. 

2T>». 

Hickling,  Captain,  of  Boston.  Ma**.,  the 
bravery  of.  at  Cherry  Valley,  *'M. 

Hicks,  Whitehead,  appointed  Judge  of  Su- 
preme Court  of  New  York,  £S!L 

Ilflnt.  Comet,  <Br.,)12L 

Ilildrelh,  Mrs.,  notice  of.  823. 

Hill.  Alexander,  of  Bo-ton,  ML 

Hill.  John,  ail  affair  at  the  libcrtv-pole  in- 
New  York.  45. 

Hill.  Thomas,  the  cruelty  of,  at  Wyoming, 
not. 

Hills,   Lieutenant-Colonel,  (Br.,)  notice  of, 

Hillsborough  County,  N.  C,  loyalty  of  the  in- 
habitant- of,  MH 

Hilton,  John,  vBr.,i  wounded  at  Lexington, 
ML 

Ilines,  Francis,  notice  of.  !*ti3 
Hine*.  William,  of  the  General  Gates  priva- 
teer: death  of,  im. 
IHw.T-se.  Indian  town  of.  81*0. 
Hobkirks  Hill,  battle  or.  'ALL 
Hodgdon,  Samuel,  his  child,  Samuel  Adams, 

!,•;>. 

Hogan.  General,  at  Lampricre's  Ferry, 
Hog  Island,  Mas-.,  battle  of.  hi. 
Holden,  Thomas,  killed  at  Cherry  Valley, 
o  it 

Holland,  agrees  to  supply  the  Americans  with 

n  loan.  <*'■» 

Hollingshead,  Captain,  <Rr..)  notice  of,  825. 
Hallowell.  Captain,  in  the  Black  Hole,  at  Cal- 
cutta. 312. 
Holly,  William,  UG5. 


■ 
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TToline*.  Abiel.  quotation  from.  65, 

Htil.iu-.  Colonel,  repulses  the  British  at  Mid- 

liletown.  N.  .1.,  fts2. 
Iloiin-  manufacture*,  UGL 
ilii'i  I,  Sir  Samuel,  Rear  Admiral,  1004. 
H-jjf.;.  Major,  (Br.,)  at  the  attack  on  Feekskill, 

N  Y..  411. 

Hopkins*,  Simeon,  killed  at  Cherry  Valley, 

rwn. 

Hopper.  John,  the  house  of,  burned  by  the 

Bnti-li.  TJii 
Hopper.  Jonathan,  Captain.  murdered,  DHL 
Hopperstown,  N.  J.,  British  at,  7M8. 
Hornblnwer,  Mrs  ,  notice  of.  K£l 
•'Hornets."  a  iif«-»t  of.  at  Sullivan's  I«land, 

prove  filial  to  .v.r  Peter  Parker's  Breeches. 

4iiL 

Horry.  Colonel,  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  f£EL 
Horsinunden.  iKini.-l.  refuses  to  take  the  oath 


;  approver 
Tories  to 


of  allegiance  to  Congress, 
tile  addres*  of  the  New  York 
Governor  Tryon,  323;  notice  of,  jiM;  Ucatli 
of.  tiil_ 

Horse  Neck,  Tryon's  descent  on,  0o3;  Dcln- 
ncy's  attack  on.  1780,  M,K 

Hor*e-rucing  at  Bye  Flat.-".  N.  Y.,  49_^  assocla- 
tion  ol  Congress  on,  49_ 

"  Hortentin*,"  on  the  prospects  of  England ; 
aid  from  Ku--ia.  Ac..  323 ;  on  clothing  the 
army,  5  27 :  proposals  for  the  exchange  of 
Burgoyne,  frks ;  annotations  on  the  King's 
speech,  T>i~, 

Hons.  II.  Captain.  <Br>,  874. 

Houston.  John,  at  Connie**,  110 

Hovcdcu,  ,  (  aptain,  excursion  Into  Bucks 

County.  Pa..  -Vvti, 

Howard.  Jamc?.  of  Acton,  Mass.,  at  Lexing- 
ton, UQ. 

Howard,  John,  account  of  Leslie's  expedition, 
2L 

Howanl.  Lieutenant-Colonel,  (Br.,)  at  Para- 

mu*.  N.  J..  178H.  ISsL 
Howanl.  Lieutenant-Colonel,  (Am.,)  at  Guil- 
ford. \t-t%:  at  Entaw  Spring.  bil2. 
Howe.  Captain.  (Br..)  of  the  Glasgow,  encoun- 
ter* three  "  rairunuftin  privateers.  .114 
Howe,  Lord  Viscount  George,  notice  of.  SQL 
Howe,  Richard,  Karl,  appointed  commissioner 
to  treat  with  Congress,  20U;  "  Fairbattle's" 
letter  to,  3i>s ;  sends  his  seamen  to  extin- 
guish the  tl.v  at  New  York,  311:  his  "  Jig,'' 
330:  a  "soggy  man."  3Ut>:  notice  of,  408; 


us  despatches  to  Congress,  4&S. 
Howe,  Robert.  General,  abandons  Norfolk, 
Va.,  '£>■> :  subdues  the  revolt  of  the  New 
Jersey  line,  9J0;  at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  1781, 

<K>. 

Howe.  General.  Sir  William,  appointed  to 
command  in  America,  (il;  at  Boston,  SI, 
212;  landed  at  Charle^town.  OL:  his  remark 
about  the  battle  of  Breed's  Hill,  99_l  ineffi- 
ciency of  his  troops,  119;  notice  of.  151. 
4(H;  orders  the  destruction  of  the  Old  North 
Meeting-house  in  Boston.  lKg;  his  procla- 
mation reliting  to  woollen  goods.  221; 
"Hon.  William  Howe.  Esq.."  272:  orders 
horses  to  bn  killed  and  salted  forThe  use  of 
his  army.  291 ;  his  letter*  explained.  332: 
George  Selwyn'a  account  of  Ids  action  at 
Fori  Washington.  N.  Y.,  3J2j  the  procla- 
mation of  General  and  Lord,  533 :  an  answer 
to  it,  353;  discharges  the  prisoners  at  New 
York.  371 :  a  "  weak  man,  396  :  runs  away 
from  Bounmtown,  N.  J..  406:  his  despatches 
to  Congress,  44* :  asked  "  how  long  it  will 
take  him  to  conquer  America!"  430 :  his 
letter  to  Lord  George  Gcrmainc  on  the  affairs 


in  New  Jersey,  449:  verbified,  452:  adver- 
tised as  a  runaway  debtor.  433:  at  Braodf- 
wine,4jg;  enters  Philadelphia.  30»>;  attempt* 
to  capture  Henry  Lee.  33t»;  at  Princeton  to 
give  his  troops  a  little  healthy  exercise*.  539; 
his  miscellaneous  works  to  be  published. 
5<ifl;  at  Philadelphia,  1778;  his  bravery  un- 
questioned, Mischianza  In  honor  of, 
578 ;  strictures  on  his  course  in  America, 
w»s ;  places  Corn  wall  is  above  the  reach  at 
fortune.  It  US. 

Hubbard.  William,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  19. 

Hubhardton,  Vt.,  battle  of.  472. 

Hubbel.  Captain.  (Br  .)  action  at  Lloyd's  Neck, 
917:  descent  un  Connecticut,  940* 

Hnbley,  Major,  at  skirmish  at  Mount  Wash- 
ington. N.  Y  ..  ML 

Hii'ltly,  Joshua,  Captain,  taken  prisoner  by 
the  British,  make*  hi>  i-»<-apo.  84' *. 

Hudson,  Charles.  Captain,  commander  of  the 
Richmond,  takes  Fort  Moultrie,  17X1.  NX). 

Hudson  River.  I>attle  on  the.  ;  Asia,  man- 
of-war.  roughly  liandk-d  uu  the,  310 :  frozen 
over,  horses  and  aleigi*  pass  over  it  on  the 
ice,  7.M. 

linger,  Benjamin,  death  of.  RSfi 

Huser,  Isaac.  Colonel.  HV> ;  at  Stono  Ferry, 

K97:  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  Stf;  at  Guilford, 

1781.  ttsSL 
Htigg.  Colonel.  Mrs.,  notice  of. 
Huggerford,  Major,  (Br..)  at  East  Chester.  N. 

Y  .  Hi 

Hull,  Dr..  of  Wallingford,  Conn.,  drummed 

out  of  camp,  315. 
Hull,  William,  Lieutenant,  expedition  againet 

Morrisanla.  N.  Y..  SQfi, 
"  Hutnanitas."  account  of  the  suffering*  of  the 

Yankee  privateer  prisoners.  31  s. 
Hunnewell,  .  his  letter  to  Goukl  on  the 

battle  of  Lexington.  fiS. 
Hunter.  Lieutenant.  (Br.,)  wounded  on  the 

Lancaster  road,  4'.H< 
Hunter,  Rev.  Mr..  Chaplain  to  General  Max- 
well's troops,  fifi2. 
Huntington  Bay,  L.  I.,  General  Clinton  at, 

S34 :  notice  of.  .m 
Huntington,  Colonel,  at  Saugatuck  Bridge  In 

1777,  i£L 

Huntington,  Pa.,  see  Wyoming,  fiSTL 
Huntington,  Samuel.  Governor  of  Connecti- 
cut, 705:  turned  Catholic,  and  sprinkled 
himself  with  holy  water.  "-'M. 
nurlbert.  Captain,  his  activity  at  Tarrytown, 
N.  Y..  ifcfi. 

Hutching* ,  Joseph.  Colonel,  taken  prisoner  by 

Lord  Dunmore.  171. 
Hutchinson,  Eliakim,  of  Boston.  SL 
Hutchinson,  Thomas.  I.I,  D  ,  and  American 

informer,  102:  a>sists  at  the  celebration  of 

St.  Yankee's  Day  In  London.  2£L 
Hyder  Ali,  his  success  In  the  East  Indies, 

lDJfi. 

Hyrnc,  Major,  at  Eutaw,  1781,  1012. 

Ilchestcr,  Lord,  father  of  Ladv  Harriett  Aek- 
land.  51L 

Independence,  reasons  for.  1T2. 2S4:  advocated 
by  a  Virginian.  21H;  Virginia  votes  Tor.  24J: 
proposed  to  the  Philadelphians.  Quaker* 
and  Episcopalians  do  not  favor  ft,  -js^i 
Thoughts  on.  by  a  "  Republican,"  Sftl :  de- 
clared by  Congress  262;  Lines  on.  ~f7C> : 
Jonathan  Elmer's  address  on,  271*:  Samuel 
Adams's  speech  on,  315;  to  be  supported 
at  all  hazard*.  328:  General  Putnam  no 
favorer  of.  31 1  ;  llr-t  noted  In  American 
Almanacs,  42-3 ;  anniversary  of,  celebrated 
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at  Boston,  Ma**.,  463:  at  Philadelphia; 
Hcsiian  hand  taken  at  Princtrton,  play  at 
the  celebration,  4<sl ;  at  Charleston.  S.  ('.. 
44Lri ;  Samuel  Adams'*  desire  lor  il.  !i7ji;  ear- 
ried  by  the  labor  of  Samuel  Adam*  and  the 
casting  vote-  of  Johu  Dickinson.  »>71. 

Indians,  Caughnawnga  triln-  applied  to  by  the 
British,  ULi  Guy  Johnson's  attempt*  with, 
106 ;  St.  Francis  at  Cambridge,  Maf*.,  LC; 
see  Cameron,  l.'ifl:  Judge  Drayton's  treaty 
with  the  Cherokees*,  loC:  anecdote  of  an 
Indian  at  the  l»uttlo  of  Oneii.a  Creek.  1777, 
4Hi;  at  Wyoming,  5'.«S ;  the  Penobscot*  and 
Nova  Scotia  Indians  visit  Count  D'Estalrii:, 
H'J*.) :  expedition  against  l.ie  Onondaira".  fTTH ; 
General  Sullitun  and  Colonel  Brodhcad's 
expedition  a^ainut  (he  six  nation*.  7  t-'l ; 
Campbell'*  expedition  against  the  Chero- 
kee*. MM :  Nancy  Ward,  H«i ;  depredation* 
at  M  inisink.  ML  attack-  Warwnr-ing,  1H±L 

Ingersoll.  David,  driven  from  his  home,  3tL 

Ingrnham.  Timothy,  see  Bristol.  R.  I. 

Innes.  Lieutenant-Colonel,  at  Williamsburg, 
Va  ,  ML 

Innman.  Captain.  fBr.)  512. 

M  Impartial.  '  the  mauumisf 
*idered  by.  Sn-v 

Ireton.  Henry,  compared  with  General  Put- 
nam. 11ML 

Irish  Battalion,  the.  of  New  York,  neither  in- 
fluenced by  Yankee  or  ague,  HI 7. 

Irvine,  Dr.,  at  Powle's  Hook.  7-w. 

Irvine.  General,  attacked  the  British  at  Chest- 
nut Hill,  fcflL 


-,  of  Map*.,  hi*  regiment  take* 


don  of*  slaves  con- 


Jackson.  - 

possession  of  Philadelphia.  "ii£J. 
Jack-on,  Ci  arles.  notice  of,  li^L 
Jackson,  Lieutenant,  ft". 
Jacksou,  Thomas,   Lieutenant,   notice  of, 

Jacksimhorough  Bridge,  Ga.,  British  destroy 
the.  Geo. 

Jacques.  Colonel,  notice  c  f,  TSfl. 
Jagers,  the,  an  account  of,  igvi;  the  cruelty  of 
the,  ILL 

Jamaica.  L.  I,  Torv -hunters  at.  13SL 
James.  Colonel,  at  Sullivan's  Island,  2"»£L 
James'  Island,  British  encamped  on,  ti^T,  fiSO, 
TOT. 

James,  proceedings  on  the  arrival  of  the  ehip, 
20. 

Jameson.  Colonel.  ORi. 
Jamestown.  Va.,  skirmish  near.  flTti. 
Japanese,  to  be  employed  in  subduing  Amer- 
ica. 3T>7. 

Jarvis,  Isaac,  bravery'  of.  at  Fairfield.  714. 
Jay.  John.  30_i  easily  baited  by  Washington, 

4-to;  Audre'*  dream  about,  t'M. 
Jefferson,  Thoma*,  arrived  at  Congres*,  100: 

notice  of.  8TH. 
Jemma-on.  Major,  at  Valley  Forjre,  MB. 
Jenkins,  Squire,  killed  at  Lackawanna,  Pa., 

rm. 

Jenk«,  .  notice  of.  '."in 

Jennings,  Josiah.  his  house  burnt  at  Fairfield, 

Conn..  113. 
Jericho,  Mass.,  181 . 

Jessupboroueh.  N.  Y..  earthquake  at.  LUL 
John's  Island.  British  encamped  on,  687. 
JohtiHon,  Captain,  (Br. I  killed,  BLL 
Johnson,  Captain  of  the  Yankee  Prtvatecr, 

31'). 

JohtiMon.  Dr..  assist*  at  the  celebration  of  St. 

Yankee's  Day  in  London, 
Johnson,  Guy,  Colonel,  his  interest  with  the 

Indians,  lOjv;  arrived  at  New  York,  2ML 


Johnson.  Peter,  takes  Ethan  Allen  at  Mon- 
treal, ;SLL 

Johnson,  Sir  John.  Ids  wife  seized  by  order 
of  General  Schuyler.  111  Johnson  Hall; 
burns  the  houses  of  the  Whigs,  Kin 

Johnson,  William,  Sir.  i 

Johnston.  l.ieuuuaut-tVlonel,  (Br.,)  at  York- 
town,  KM-.'. 

Johnston,  Peter.  878. 

Johnstone,  Governor,  appointed  commissioner 
to  Congress,  iiLti.  Vu7_;  at  Philadelphia. 

"Jonathans"  amuse  themselves  ai  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  71*i :  "feel  very  In  Id,"  717:  unable 
to  defend  themselves.  M..-. 

Jones,  General.  (Br..)  at  New  York.  (177. 

Jones,  Mrs.,  not  Ire  of. 

Jor.es,  Noble,  Wimln-rly,  at  Congress,  111). 

Jones,  Paul,  celebrates  the  iiitil.tutien  of  the 
c<  nfederation.  9  Hi. 

Jones.  ,  narrative  of  Westminster  Mas- 
sacre, 52. 

Jumom  ille.  M.  do,  at  Fort  Necessity,  Wash- 
ington accused  of  murdering,  liSi. 
Junto  Son^.  a.  v.n. 

Justice  and  Beveiige,  considered,  G2L 

Kai-a-tee,  Indian  town  of.  Mifi. 

Rears  Icy,  Dr.  John,  carted  in  Philadelphia, 

notice  of.  1-18. 
Reeuan,  Felix,  at  the  battle  of  Moore's  Creek, 

•210. 

Remp's  Landlne.  Va..  Americans  at,  203. 
Retinedy.  Archibald,  'ML 

RcnncdV.  ,  a  Torv.  plundered  of  hi* 

shoe -buckles  by  the  British.  71  n 

Rennedy.  Lieutenant,  (Br.,)  wounded  at  Mon- 
mouth. ■'.'■*.->. 

Renpel.  .  Captain  of  the  Vestal,  captures 

Henry  Laurens.  s.79. 
RerL'U.  M.  de,  of  the  French  Navy,  killed, 

Rerr.  Nathan.  Rev.,  anecd<  te  of.  81T. 

Reves.  Captain,  at  Rn.iwlton'a  attack  on 

Charles  town.  Mass.. 
Rinderhook,  N.  Y.,  tarriug  and  feathering  at, 


"Ring's  American  Regiment,"  the,  at  Fair- 
field. 1779,  m 

Rings  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  skirmish  near,  ail;  fight 
at,  JJEL 

Riiiijsbury,  Eleazer,  Captain,  of  Needham, 
Mass..  wounded  at  Lexington.  fiiL 

Ring's  College,  professorship  of  Divinity  in- 
stituted in,  by  the  R  ng,  11 ;  notice  of,  &L 

Ring's  Evil  vs.  People" s  E\  il.  Hi 

Ring's  Mountain,  situation  of,  battle  of,  804 ; 
another  account  of,  frMi.  K".7. 

Ringston.  Mass.,  mob  at.  1L. 

Rin-.'ston,  N.  Y.,  burnt  hy  General  Yanehan. 
Torv  account  of,  511);  attacked  by  Tories 
and  Indians,  Cut. 

Ringston.  Pa.,  see  Wyoming.  ftftT. 

Rinsley,  Frazrr.  collects  lead  for  the  nse  of 
the  American  armv,  *ito 

Rinzie's  Point.  Conn.,  ti  e  British  at,  ILL 

Ripp,  James.  Lieutenant.  iBr.)  779.  fr79.  95.1: 
at  Delancey's  attack  on  Horse  Neck,  Kis. 

Ripp,  the  "  moon-curser,"  died,  251. 

Rirbv,  Ben.,  captures  Abraham  Walton,  no- 
tice of.  GQ8. 

Rirk.  General.  13X 

Rlrkland.  Moses,  a  Torv  and  deserter, 
Rirkwood.  Captain,  at  Eutaw  Spring*,  mm 
Rlttens.  Washington's  army  feeds  on,  :t»0. 
Rittle.  John,  killed  at  Warwarsinir,  ifiKL 

Rnap.   ,  Rev.,  taken  prisoner  at  Horse 

Neck,  tiUti. 
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Knapp.  Captain.  (Br.)  notice  of,  779:  attacks  | 
Widow  Grittin.  1  Cii. 

Kuitnn.  Jonathan,  hi;*  daughter  murdered  bv 
the  rebel*,  41m 

"Kni.rht  of  Lying."  a,  4SL 

Kn  trbl's  Wiiart.  Philadelphia,  the  starting- 
point  <if  iiD-  Mi->hian/.a.  -r>7!>. 

Knowle*.  C.ip:aiii.  at  Savannah.  7.*) I. 

Knowle.-,  Tiuaia-,  killed  at  Cherry  Valley, 
tiil_ 

Knowltnn.  Thoma*,  Captain,  at  the  battle  of 
Br  — I  -  Mill.  HL.  excursion  to  Charles-town,  : 
Ma**.,  I'M;  anecdote  of,  l«t>;  killed,  notice 
of.  dilL 

Knox.  Henrv.  General,  at  the  celebration  of  j 
the  French  alliance,  at  Pluckernin.  N.  J..  | 
G6(i :  discover*  Arnold**  treachery,  851 ;  no- 
tice-, of.  mo,',  mn. 

Kn  >x.  Mr-.  tie  icrul.  GjI. 

Knyphn'i*en.  tumoral,  at  the  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine.  -<!> )  at  New  York,  <o*7:  at  Monmmth, 
KM.  wo'.iulel  nt  German  town,  tttW:  attack  , 
on  Connecticut  Farm*.  N.  J..  till;  make*  a  j 
de*<  i-n(  on  Sprini»ttel:i,  N.  J.,  M7:  hi*  in- 
struction- t"  En-i/ii  Moo;  I  v.  Wa-hing- 
ton  plavm.;  tlie  game  of  "goose"  with,  8G7. 

Kuyper.  Mr-.,  notice  of,  SfliU. 

Lackawanna.  Pa.,  see  Wyoming.  SOT. 
"Li'lv  Washington. "  privateer.  15. 
Lafiiv.'tte.  General,  at  the  celebration  of  the 

alliance  with  Frame,  57*'» ;  at  Monmouth. 

B'l'i :  at   B  >ston,  til  t :  challenge*  General 

Sullivan.  Tory  n  ticc  of,  Kl'.l :  anecdote  of. 

refii*e*  t)»  go  to  the  iheaire,  fijti:  discover*. 

Arn  »l  I's  treachery. Sit ;  notices  >>t,  '.'l!>.  1(V!7. 

10 UK;  orilici-od  on  account  <d  the  execution  i 

ot  Aiidn-  n ».'»  frighten*  Cornwalli- at  dame*- 

town,  Va  .  '.iiii;  hi*  kindlier*  to  the  soldiers, 

971 :  the  "  second  Faluns."  1011. 
Lake  George.  X.  V  .  earthquake  at,  112. 
Lake.  Lieutenant -Colonel,  (Br  .)  at  Yorktown, 

tr>"» 

Lamb.  John,  at  the  rem.-val  of  ihc  cannon 
from  the  battery  at  New  York,  1£) ;  at  Dan- 
burv  In  1777.  12S. 

LamprL-res  Ferry.  Americans  obliged  to  aban- 
don meir  posls'at,  in  178),  8U2. 

Lanca*ter.  Ma**..  lifcL 

Lan.M*ter,  Pa.,  celebration  In.  514 ;  spie*  cxe- 

ctitiul  at,  ,V»5. 
Langdon.  John.  <V1. 

Lanthorn*.  the  Americans  supplied  with,  from 

the  wreck  of  an  English  vessel,  1S5. 
Laphnder-  t)i  he  employed  in  subduing  Amer- 

Ic  i.  a>;7 

La-!i  -r.  —  .  Colonel,  notice  oi,  IPfi:  at  the 

removal  of  the  cannon  from  the  batterv  in 
New  York.  LLL 

Lauren*.  Henry,  ei  -cted  Pre*ideut  ot  Contrre*«, 
M7 ;  hi*  h  i'i-e  the  home  of  Washington, 
&">j :  nt  Pluekemin.  N.  J.,  fi57:  notice  of, 
741 ;  leave*  Philadelphia,  772:  taken  pri*- 
oner.  S71) :  hi*  commitment  to  the  tower  of 
Lou  Ion.  hi*  examination  before  the  Secre- 
tarie*  of  Stat)*.  MO;  extempore  on  hi*  exam- 
ination: anecdote  of  Sir  William  Meredith 
an  I.  882. 

Lauren*,  John,  Colonel,   wounded,  GSI :   a  , 
sketch  of  affairs  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  17*0, 
by,  7H1 :  skirmishes  with  a  part v  of  British 
near  Charleston,  S.  C,  1780,  7M;  at  York- 
town.  Uttl 

Lauziin.  l>ukc  dc  Gloucester,  Va. ;  surrender* 
to,  lQU 

Lawrence,  Captain,  captures  Ensign  Moody, 


Lawrence,  Llentenant-Colonel,  ("Br.,)  at  SnBi- 
van's  attack  on  Maun  Irlami.  4.<1. 

Lawrence,  Oliver.  Major,  anecdote  of,  910 

Lawrence.  Thomas,  uietl,  12. 

ljtwson.  General,  at  Guilford.  7*-!.  ?>y». 

Lenrii)*d.  Khcii«-2cr.  Col.,  enter*  |m>-Iou  on  the 
evacuation  by  the  British,  ;£iu. 

Learv,   .  Capt.,  escort*  Gen.  Lee  Into 

New  York.  -jri. 

Lechmere.  Nicholas,  refuses  to  take  General 
Loc's  oath.  1^1. 

Lechmere" *  Point,  Cambridge,  Mx-*.,  skir- 
mish on,  lti7. 

LeCo  ne,  St.  Luke,  to  conduct  the  British  ci- 
petlition  from  Canada.  ML 

LeCniel.  Father.  President  of  the  Inquisition 
in  Xew  York.  »>73. 

Le<!vanl.  Colonel,  killed  at  Fort  Gri*wdd, 
In  17SI,  UrnC 

Loo.  Charles,  appointed  to  Wa-hington"* 
staff.  t*»j  corn- s|M>nds  with  General  Bar- 
govno,  pjs ;  set-  out  for  the  arrny  at  t'aov- 
bridge.  Ma-*..  101 ;  notice-  of,  rjo.  *£>1. 
fiJJi;  at  N)-«i>^>rt.  H.  I  ,  1>CJ .  hi-  oath  ad- 
ministered lo  Ihc  Tories,  is:i ;  a>lnitni*:cnr«l 
to  tlie  Ia»vz  T-laml  Tori)"* :  Moor'-  »i<rkoi 
the  tna-on  of.  Is4:  arrive<l  at  New  York: 
his  threat.  'i  <-2  :  in  efflgy.  .'77 :  h  s  ubiquitr. 
y>J ;  tak)  n  prisoner,  btiOj  Briti-h  rejoice. 

'Kit  :  hi-  letter  to  Cant.  K  y.  after  hi* 

caplire.  SiL:  Mr.  Kigby  offer*  to  box,  Hi; 
at  Philadelphia,  -101 :  at  Mon">)>ut!i,  a»a: 
Andre"-  dream  alxjut,  fit'J:  fl^'U-  a  i;nri 
with  Mr.  Cla  k^on,  ~V> ;  tampered  with, 
HI  I:  a  traitor.  «fJJL 

Ix-e.  Henry.  Mat<>r.  at  the  «klrmi-h  at  East 
Che-ter.  N.  Y.,  XX;  notices  of.  ^  *»rT: 
attempt  to  snrpri-e;  Wa-himrton  applaud* 
him.  iV)i*» :  captures  the  Briti-h  e-arri-oo  at 
Powlc  *  Ho«>k.  hi*  account  >-f.  7:>1;  ai  Guil- 
ford.  ifjfi:  at  Ninety-Six.  2»ii. 

Lee,  Lieiit.-Colonel  at  Eutaw  Spring*,  l^li. 

Lo-.  Richard.  Heury,  waits  on  the  FreiKft 
Mini*ter.  00  >. 

Leo,  Thoma*.  Sim;  patriotism  of  his  wife, 
notice  of.  STi7. 

Lcfferi*.  Lc-fferts.  iells  tea  and  treU*  into  trou- 
ble, -iiL 

Lc-ggett.  Alderman  of  New  York.  771 
Leijhton,  Baldwin.  Captain.  iBr.,»  woanded 

at  Monmouth.  ^*-*» 
LeMoine.  Capt.,  (Br..>  killed,  liL 
Leonanl.  Abiel,  D.  D  ,  Chaplain  to  Pntnam'* 

regiment:  addresses  the  army  at  B'-ton, 

117;  preaches  on  the  evacuation  of  Bo-ton, 

SL 

iA'onanl,  Daniel,  attacked  by  a  mob;  author 
of  Massnchuscltcu&is,  an  unprej  i.lleed 
writer,  ilL 

Le  Sensible,  the  French  frimte,  brought  the 

new*  of  the  alliance  between  America  and 

Franco.  57 i. 
Le-lie.  Colonel,  expedition  to  SaVm.  Ma.**.. 

'27 :  Massachusetts'  Spy  account  of.  1'^> 
Leslie,  Captain,  at  the  battle  of  lirejt  Bri  Ige. 

isi);  killed  at  Princeton,  .'171 
Le-be.  Major  General.  (Br..)  at  Guilford.  241 
l^-wi*,  Andrew,  21± 

Lewis.  Francis,  notice  of,  9B_i  sets  out  fi>r 

Congress,  7li. 
Ix-wi*.  IchatNHl. 

Lewis.  J)  mat  ban.  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  Tit. 

Lexington,  Ma*s..  battle  of,  KK;  ManstlrM. 
killed  at,  fil;  Hunnewell's  account  of.  faf : 
an"cdi>te  of  a  soldier  In  the  battle  of.  ILl 
reception  of  the  news  of,  at  WinLam-burg, 
Va.,  7ji_;  Route  of  the  news  of,  from  Water- 
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town  to  Baltimore,  75;  effect  of  the  battle 
of,  77_;  prisoners,  exchange  of  the,  SLi  Gen- 
eral Gage's  account  of  the  battle  of,  Q5. 

Liberty,  a  hi  i  tie  re  r  in  the  cause  of,  the 
propped  of,  animal  cm  a  people,  211;  the 
essence  of,  2a7. 

Liberty  Pole  in  New  York,  quarrel  at,  37.  45. 

Liberty  Tree,  cut  down  in  Boston,  131 ;  acci- 
dent at  the  falling  of,  U£L 

Lillington,  Colonel,  at  Uie  battle  of  Moore's 
Creek,  hML 

Lincoln.  Benjamin,  Gen.,  at  Heath's  attempt 
on  Fort  Independence, 400j  at  Botindhrook, 
N.  J.,  415;  notice  of.  t»s t ;  at  Siono  Ferry, 
G97 :  order*  the  execution  of  Col.  Bullcu- 
dine,  7Ni:  at  Charleston.  7W:  conducts  the 
British  troops  at  the  surrender  of  Coru- 
wallis,  Kttl.  lt«7. 
Lindley,  Lieut.  Col.,  at  Punk  mil,  N.  J..  40fi- 
Lindsay,  Lieut.,  N-j;  at  Valley  Forge, 
Limlzee,  Cap t.. "or  the  Falcon:  attack  on 

Gloucester.  Ma.-**..  124. 
Lippitt,  Christopher,  Col.,  at  Newport,  It.  I., 

Lispenard.  Leonanl,  3(L 

Lispenard,  Col.  Washington  lands  at  the  Beat 

of.  nil. 
Little.  John,  6S3. 

"  Little  Phil."  sings  a  new  song  nt  the  dinner 

to  Washington  in  New  York,  2£L 
Littleton,  Lord,  notice  of,  2UL 
Little  Tuskeego.  Indian  town  of,  2ML 
Livingston,  Henry,  Colonel,  at  attack  on  Que- 
bec. 1>5. 

Livingston.  II.  B  .  Lieut.  Colonel,  wounded  at 

Quaker  Hill.  iilo. 
Llvings'on,  Colonel,  at  Fort  Clinton,  1777, 

fit >S:  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  .Via. 
Livingston,  Philip,  30^  sets  out  for  Congress, 

7JL 

Livingston,  Philip,  John,  fled  to  New  York, 

Z».l. 

Livingston,  William,  orders  militia  for  the 
protection  of  Slaten  Maud.  205:  easily 
baited  hy  Washington.  4  45 :  his  writings  ; 
see  "  llortentius ; "  proposals  for  the  ex- 
change of  Bnrgoync,  .'Vts ;  annotations  on 
the  King's  speech,  M.*> :  docs  not  think  the 
Americans  will  iccclve  foreign  assistance, 
K.V) :  quotation  from.  5ft  > :  Andre's  dream 
about.  '  4'.* :  British  attempt  to  carry  him 
into  New  York;  the  heroism  of  his  daugh- 
ters, fit;  I  :  his  •  Mercuries.''  7*,K):  notice  of 
his  wife,  S2i ;  notice  of,  '.»>>:  proclamation 
for  John  Moody.  V.H :  a  reward  offered  for 
hi*  ear»  and  nose.  Qua 

Livingston.  Dr..  He  v.,  at  Ponghkecpslc,  11152. 

Llovd,  CapLiiu,  (Br.,)  wounded  at  Monmouth, 
Di£L 

Lloyd's  Neck,  Captain  Hubbel's  descent  on; 

situation  of,  ?>17. 
Locke,  Colonel.  S77. 
Logan,  Major.  .V7. 
London,  a  mob  l«>,  Ma. 

Lou;  I -Inn  I.  Bi!ti-h  land  on,  205 :  battle  of 
«£]5_  2'i.s :  Washington's  ejaculation  at.  207: 
General  How  'a  "account  of  the  battle  of, 
800:  a  recruit intr  speech  delivered  on,  305; 
a  hull-tight  on.  IMitL 

Long  Inland  Sound,  frozen  over,  7S3. 

Long,  Tliomas.  notice  of.  m» 

Looslv  and  Elm-*,  celebration  at  the  tavern 
of,  in  New  York.  5£L 

Loring.  Joshua,  couiinlBsary  of  prisoners  at 
New  York,  lifll 

Losbcrg.  De,  General,  9S1. 

Lott,  Abraham,  imprisoned  at  New  York,  2SQ. 


London,  Deacon,  Editor  of  the  New  York 
Packet,  gives  a  garbled  account  of  a  squab- 
ble In  Congress,  517. 

Loudon,  Lord,  notice  of,  2JJL 

Louis  the  Sixteenth,  birthday  of,  celebrated 
at  Philadelphia.  7J£L 

Lovell,  James,  in  Boston  jail,  110 ;  notice  of, 
275 :  exchange  for  Governor  Skeene,  iillL 

Low,  Isaac,  lolice  of.  at^  75. 

I«owrcy,  T..  Mrs  .  notice  of,  V23. 

"Loyal  Americans,"  The.  notice  of,  £2L 

Loyalists  in  America,  their  situation,  LliSL 

Lucas.  Captain.  297. 

Luce,  Captain,  of  Elizabcthtown.  ffl-l. 

Luzerne,  Chevalier  de  la.  arrives  at  Boston. 
Mass.,  72>i:  vi-its  Harvard  College,  739 ; 
rumored  murder  of,  7H3. 

Lying,  too  vulgar  for  any  place  but  at  an  elec- 
tion, 238 :  "no  real  hist  ng  good  can  tome 
from,"  490 :  the  tories  reduced  to.  .V.l  :  the 
British  Commissioners,  adepts  at  <i'24  :  the 
English  pamphleteer?  and  newspapers  given 
to,  liHL 

Lvman,  General,  nt  the  siege  of  Havana. 
'a  to. 

Lyttleton,  Governor  of  Jamaica,  122. 

MrGilvrav's  Creek.  Americans  swim,  in  their 

escape  from  Savannah.  Ml. 
Mcintosh,  Lachlan,  Col.,  at  Interment  of  the 

cflflgy  of  George  the  Third,  at  Savannah, 

Ga  .  2S1 ;  taken  prisoner  at  Briar  Creek,  Wi : 

notice  of.  jjHL 
McKean,  Thomas.  LL.  D.,  Andre's  dream  on. 

McKnight,  Richard.  Captain,  fita. 
McLean,  Donald,  ridden  on  a  rail  at  New 
York.  '.8». 

McLeod.  Capt.,  (Br.,)  killed  at  Moore's  Creek, 
200.  •ill), 

MacMlchael.  Captain.  (Br.,)81L 

Magaw.  Colonel,  noilce  of,  351  ;  surrenders 
Fort  Washington,  at 5. 

11  Maid  ofthe  Oaks."  The.  Burgoyne's  ploy.  12L 

Main,  Lieutenant,  of  the  Yankee  Hem  priva- 
teer, '2Nj. 

Mnitland.  Lieutenant  Colonel,  notice  of,  622; 

death  of,  75<i. 
Malmadv,  Colonel,  at  Stono  Ferrv,  607 ;  at 

Enlavv  Springs.  IQia 
Mamaroncck,  N.  Y.,  government  sloop  burnt 

at,  171 ;  skirmish  at,  779. 
Mansflcid,  ,  a  bree«  hes-maker  of  Boston. 

killed  at  Lexington.  QL 
Mansin,  Henry,  executed  at  Lancaster,  Pa.. 

ML 

Mansfield,  Lonl.  notice  of.  211, 4D8, 
Marhlehead,  Mass.,  people  of,  apj>oint  com- 
mittee to  look  after  Tories,  12_;  soldiers  of, 
at  Lexington.  GS, 
Marbletown,  N.  Y  .  2L 
Marbois.  M.  de.  nt  Harvard  College.  72L 
Marcy,  Samuel,  wounded  at  Lexington.  80- 
Marion.  General,  taken  bv  Cornwallis.  at  Cam- 
den, 847;  notice  of,  95.3;  at  Eutaw  Springs, 
101-2. 

Markoe.  Captain,  escorts  General  Washington 
from  Philadelphia  to  Cambridge,  nu 

Markoe,  James,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  109. 

Marriage,  a  protection  against  serving  in  the 
militia.  5fL 

Married  Regiment,  the,  of  Connecticut,  358. 
Marsh,  Daniel.  Mrs  ,  notice  of.  S  'a. 
Marshall,  Colonel,  at  the  Nantasket  expedi- 
tion. 25L 
Mnrshfleld,  Mass.,  Tories  in,  llL 
J  Marston,  Nathaniel,  132. 
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Martin.  Ephraim,  Colonel,  of  Suasex,  N.  J., 

MarMn.  Colonel,  at  Punk  Hill.  N.  J..  406. 

Maniit.  Colonel.  Mrs.,  not ice  of.  !£EL 

Mjirtiniio.  French  troop*  arrive  nt.  LtiSL 

Mart, ii.  Joseph.  Major,  at  Telico.  ,s96. 

Ma:: in.  Jn-i.ih.  Governor  of  North  Carolina, 
hi*  spec,  h  to  the  Assembly,  id .  hie  procla- 
mali  >n.  action  of  the  people  on,  ItH;  his 
nn_:i/:ne  discovered,  lilL  an  American 
informer.  PHj  8±i  '£iL 

Ma  tin.  Ijiiighiln,  tarred  and  feathered  at 
Charleston.  S.  ('.,  ftn. 

Marv.aud  patriotic  movement*  in.  21:  patriot- 
Ism  ol  the  women  of.  i3±L  ■  hravery  of  the 
troop*  of.  at  Kutaw  Spring,  H'16,  Mary- 
land Gazette,  quotation  trom.  1017. 

Mason,  John,  quoted.  171 . 

Ma^oti.  Lieutenant  Colonel,  s  upcrintends  the 
fortification  ol  Cape  Ann.  Ma-*  .  l.r/>. 

Ma-otiir.  celebration   tn   Philadelphia  ti.'g>; 
Brili-h  celebration  or  Si    John's  day  at  I 
New  York.  song  Mint:  at,  mill 

Massaehusettciisis,  Daniel  Leonard,  author  of, 

M 

Mus<achu*ctt*.  Provincial  Contrress  of;  John 
Hancock  chosen  President  of.  is  resolution* 
of.  Kebniarv.  1  T7.">.  .  fast  dav  tn.  Ii3j 
braverv  of  the  militia  of.  jil  Provincial 
Cougrcssnf.  decline*  to  accede  to  Bur- 
goync's  desire  to  confer  with  tiencral  Lee, 
JiW:  recruit  In::  order-  of.  Ill):  cannon  man- 
ufactured in.  46:1 :  lenitv  of  the  people  or. 
toward*  Tories,  :>W;  success  or  the  recruit- 
ing service  in,  fiTS :  disaffection  of  the 
people  i  >f.  toward*  Congre-s,  iMHL 

Massachusetts  Gazette,  writer's  criticism 
upon  ihe.  ft 

"Massachusetts  Occasional  Newspaper,*'  the, 
1(h> 

Ma**on,  ,  at  Sullivan's  Island.  23£L 

Manean.  M  .  hi-  exhibition  of  Sir  Peter  Par- 
ker* action  at  Sullivan  *  Inland,  2l±L 

Matthew*,  David.  Mavor  of  New  York,  con- 
nected with  the  conspiracy  to  kill  Washuig- 
ton,  'iVi;  notice*  or.  H*lj  3&L  51ft:  surprised 
by  the  Jcr*cymcn.  f<M:  "n  Tory'  who  ought 
not  to  be  permitted  to  live,  '  fSlL 

Matthew*,  General,  (Br.,)  at  Boundbrook,  N. 
J..  Hi 

Mather.  Samuel.  ir>ft. 

Mauduit.   .  Mr  .  a«*l*t*at  the  celebration 

or  St.  Yankee'*  Day  in  London, 
Maw  hood.  Colonel,  :il  Princeton.  3I&. 
Maxwell.  William,  General,  nt  Punkhll).  N. 

J..  JUS:  notice*  of.  -150.  Mi:  commences  the 

Battle  of  Brandywine,  4V5,  at  the  Battle  of 

Monmouth.  w>.». 
Maxwell.  Major.  IKlfL 
Mavhew,  Mw  ,  notice  or.  823. 
McCuiltsfcr.  Lieutenant,  captures  the  British 

flat:,  at  Powle  *  Hook.  7:tK. 
McCline.  Captain,  intrepidity  or,  ct  Powle'* 

Hook.  33L 

McClurg,  ,  Dr..  attended  Jefferson,  HXL 

McCrea,  Jennv,  murder  or,  475:  account  or, 
J7JV 

McDonald.  Donald.  General,  (Br..)  at  the  Bat- 
tle or  Moore  *  Creek,  2iy   notices  or,  225, 

m.  mx  xiL 

McDnugnll,  Alexander,  hie  conversation  with 
Case  and  Sear*.  ft_;  notices  of,  36,  'I'M. 
m>:  in  the  action  at  Pcckskill.  N.  Y7,  32L 

McDowell,  Charles,  Colonel,  at  King's  Moun- 
tain. &6JL  811 

McLeod.  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  (Br..)  notice  of, 
628;  at  Guilford,  m 


McPherson,  John,  Captain,  killed  at  Quebtr 

1S6 

McPherson,  Lieutenant.  (Br  .>  killed  at  tht 
siege  of  Savannah,  747:  nt  Paramu-.  N. 

m».  tss. 

Mead.  Captain,  at  the  seizure  of  Rlvington* 
pre**.  171 

Mecklenburg  Cnnnty.  N.  C,  £7S;  the  "rode" 
Whig*  or.  ItHft 

Meigs.  Lieutenant  Colonel,  at  the  nttack  on 
Sap  Hartxir.  44-> :  nl  Stony  Point.  T-Ji. 

Mell  llolih  Gregg  Sciatch,  MatUim.  de  la.  no- 
tice or, 

Mendon.  Mass..  1041. 

Mcnotouy.  Ma**.,  action  at,  £& 

Menzies.  Major.  (Br  .)  -CCT. 

Mercer.  Ftam  i*.  quolntiou  rrom,  LzZL 

Mercer,  Hugh.  Gem-nil.  descent  on  Sfaten 
Island:  Game's  account  of.  ?fc£.">:  wounded 
at  Princeton,  hi*  death.  311 :  hi*  acknowl- 
edgment of  Briti-lt  braverv.  312. 

Mcrrdith,  Sir  William,  his  fiieud-blp  for 
Henrv  Laurens.  tJsi 

Mctuchin,  N  J.,  British  at.  ££L 

Micliqtia.  Indian  town  of.  sin 

Middleton.  Henrv.  declined  a  rebel.  60. 

Mlddleton,  Lieutenaut  Colone  ,  at  Euuvr 
Spring's.  U'l  J. 

Middlcton,  Peter,  Dr.,  flwl  to  New  York, 
am 

Middletown,  N  J..  Colonel  Hyde's  expedition 
into,  ffcl ;  another  account  oT.  ♦«•<-». 

Mifflin, Thomas,  appointed  aid  in  Washington, 
QG:  notice  of.  liiL  106,  5JJ. ;  a»i.iro-t  of. 
at  Philadelphia,  H^L 

Miles,  Colonel,  taken  prisoner  at  Long  Isbirsl. 

Miles.  Lieutenant,  at  Tam  town,  17^1.  9*»- 
Mith>gan,   ,  of  Can  lina.  bravery  of.  « 

the  attack  on  Sullivan's  1-1  »nd.  -2I£L 
Mills  and    Hicks,  printer?  of   the  Boston 

Weekly  Advertiser, 
Mill*.  Charles,  of  Concord,  Mass.,  wounded  at 

Lexington,  Ufi, 
Mills,  Ehsha,  Serjeant,  of  Needham,  • 

wounded  at  Leximrton.  fiQ. 
Minden.  comjiared  with  Bunker  Hid.  Si 
Mingerodc,  Colonel,  at  the  Scotch  Plains.  45L 
Mlnislnk.  Indian  depredations  at,  yjtij  silua- 

tion  or,  22L 

Minot,  CJeorge.  Captain,  or  Concord,  Mam  . 

wounded  at  Lexiimton.  66. 
Mirrailles.  Don  Juan,  order*  five  copies  of 

Washington's  portrait  to  l>o  *«-nt  atiroaa. 

6.V2:  death  of.  jU-1;  the  fuuera.  of,  niwrted 

bv  Rtvington,  TMT 
Mischlan/a,  account  of  the.  STS. 
Mississippi.  Congress  intends  to  retire  beyooa 

the.  .Vi7. 

MolTnl.   ,  enstotn-housc  ofllccr  at  >e* 

London.  Conn  .  U»i 

Molesworth,  James,  hnn?  as  a  spy,  -»3. 

MoUkIi's  Proclamation,  502- 

Monckton,  Lieutenant-Co|n)i<l,  (Br.  wonrsic* 
at  Long  Island,  3W_i  Killed  at  Monraouta, 
5!iL  i 

Moncrieffe,  Major.   at  the  exchanc*  « 

Lexington  ]»ri*onere;    in  the  Pn'n^ 

war,  with  General  Putnam.  Min*""™ 
by  the  Jersey  men,  6«>  ;  fortifies  Savauuaa. 
Ga  .  717. 

Monk's  Comer,  Tarlcton  surprises  the  Amcr 
leans  at,  799.  , 

Monmouth,  a  Tory  from,  has  his  loyalty 
cooled,  :i57 ;  outran*  of  the  Tories  In. 
battle  or.  5tr3 :  heat  or  the  weather  en  tw 
day  of,  5337Britlsh  retreat  from,  «»;  Briti** 
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account  of  the  battle  of,  fi!*5 ;  a  cut  found  on 
the  tattle-field  of, 

Montague.  Captain,  commander  of  British  chip 
KimrtMier.  t£L 

MontL'oini'i  v.  Captain.  (Br.t.  ftXL 

Montgomery.  Mnjor,  <Br.,>  killed  at  New  Lon- 
don. lTSl.'llHfi. 

Montgomery.  Joseph,  Rev.,  preached  fSu>t-day 
sermon  at  Newcastle.  Pel I  ,  1 1s. 

Montgomery.  Hie-hard.  General,  at  New  York, 
lot!.  l.Vt.  in  Oiichoe;  lii>*  d-ath,  IKi^  notice 
of,  .1*1,  liiL 

Montreal.  Canada,  Ethan  Allen  attempts  the 
ndii'  i i<'ii  of.  i.v< 

McxkIv,  .lolni.  Rn-i<_rn.  to  a*sri*-rinate  Governor 
Livingston  ;  captured  hy  Captain  Ijiwrence; 
Knyphau-en's  Instruction-  to.  seel;  William 
Llvlne>lon*  proclamation  for.tKC;  his  coun- 
ter proclamation,  H!*t. 

Moore,  Daniel.  Captain  of  the  Admiral  Rod- 
uey,  e-ncountcrs  the  rebel  h>l^  Kolker  off" 
New  Jersey.  .nJI  :  i<  m  rtally  wounded  ;  hie 
ftinend, 

Moore.  George  TI..  hi*  work  on  the  treason  of 

General  Char!"  "  Lee.  isl 
Moore,  James.  Brigadier-General,  nt  the  battle 

of  Moore V  Creek,  iiot*. 
Moore's  Creek,  N.  C,  notice  of  battle  of, 

200. 

Moor?  to  be  employed  In  subduing  America, 

acL 

Morgan,  Captain,  of  Va,  arrived  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  v.'l. 

Morgan,  "Gnarly."  account  of;  defeats  the 
plan*  of  Ciirnwalii-,  !»Tfi. 

Morgan,  Daniel,  General,  hi*  riflemen  at  Still- 
water. V.H:  at  White-marsh.  .Vjft ;  at  the  Cow- 
pons,  '.Mil.  HM):  notice  of,  <m 

Moruan,  George,  Mrs.,  notice-  of,  B2L 

Morris.  Captain,  commander  of  the  British 
chip  Bristol,  at  the  attack  on  Sullivan's 
Island.  2fts. 

Morris,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel 
of  the  loyal  American)*,  'is'.i. 

Morris,  Lewis,  General,  "interrogate*"  the 
Tories.  li!*i. 

Morris,  General.  Mr*.,  notice  of.  Wfft. 

Mori  is.  Sarah,  a  (Quaker  minister  of  Philadel- 
phia, died, 

Morrisauia,  N.  Y.,  Parson's  expedition  agalust, 

Morrison,  Rev.  Dr..  of  Boston,  134. 

Morton,  Perez,  notice  of,  his  oration  on  Gen- 
end  Warren.  2-J«.t. 

Moscly.  John,  his  advertisement  for  runaway 
negroes,  ril.-i. 

Mosier,  Lieutenant,  IMJfl. 

Mothe,  M.  do  la,  a  commander  of  tho  French 
fleet.  UHL 

Mott,  Edward,  at  the  capture  of  Tlconderoga, 
ML 

Motte,  Re-bocea.  Mrs  .  patriotism  of.  UVI 
Moultrie.  William,  notices  of.  l<ii  213.  ion-.1; 

at  Black  Swamp,  to! ;  at  Bacon  Bridge, 

?K->. 

Mount  Holly,  N.J.,  Funrler,  the  hermit,  buried 
at. 

Mount  Washington.  N.  Y.,  skirmish  at.  SI1. 
Mowatt,   .  Captuiu,  (Br.,)  destroys  Fal- 
mouth, Mas-.. 
Mini  Ammunition.  !U9 

Mugford.  Captain,  captures  a  Briti*h  provi- 
sion ship,  cn^cs  the  British  off  Pudding 
Gut  Point,  his  death.  JilL  -2 M. 

Miilrson,  ,  at  Fort  St.  Goor*r»»,  R73 

Mul-rnivo,  Lord,  captures  a  Dutch  vessel,  with 
friend*  to  America  on  board,  -YJi. 
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Mullryne,  Colonel,  notice  of.  2d. 

Murray,   ,  Colonel,  of  Rutland,  Mass., 

notice  of,  iiL 
Murray,  Major,  notice  of.  .y>l. 
Murray,  Sir  James,  wounded  at  Whltemarsh, 

r,'H\ 

Murray.  Samuel,  notice  of.  GIL 
Muscovy  llLdits.  anecdote  of,  1S5. 
Muse,  Lieutenant,  at  the  battle  of  Long  Inland, 
•2! '7. 

Miisprave.  Colonel,  (Br.,)  at  the  battle  of  Ger- 

mautown.  MM 
Mver,  Wendal,  executed  at  I-ancastcr,  Pa., 


Myers,  Lieutenant,  of  3^th  regiment.  LL 

Nantasket.  Mas*.,  expedition    against  tho 

Brit  sh  ships  at.  i&L 
Nanticoke.  Pa.,  see  Wyombi".  TAW. 
NarruL'ansett  Bay.  British  fleet  in.  Wfi 
Nn*h.  General,  inarches  through  Philadelphia, 

1777.  4S<i. 
Natural  Liberty.  lfiL 

Negroes,  not  to  be  enlisted  in  the  Mass.  line, 
110:  Lord  Dnnniore  enli-ts  them^gn;  to  be 
employed  in  siilMluing  America.  UGIj  Colonel 
Barton's,  a-sl-l  at  the  takini;  of  General 
Pre*cott,  iSki :  John  Mot-e-ley'sneU crlisement 
for  runaway,  .Mft :  Sir  Henry  (  Union's  proc- 
rcnation  in  nTcrein«-  u>.  7n-.' ;  the  inai.umis- 
sion  of.  conside  red  by  "  Impartial,"  t>*ss :  the 
education  of.  aehoe  ated.  tla. 

Noal,  Captain.  killed  ut  Princeton.  :m. 

Neal,  Colonel. 

Neil,  Robert,  notice  of.  Tiii 
I  Neil.  Robert,  Jr.,  taken  prisoner  at  Newark, 
i     N.J.  ISL 

Neill.  Comet,  at  Powle's  Hook.  HiL 
'  Nellson,  Colonel.  Mrs.,  notice  of.  &2L 
j  Nel-on,  Charle«.  Captain,  his  ptison  ship  at 
Ne  w  York.  b&L  1HL 

Nelson,  General,  of  VirHnia.  hlW. 
I  Nelson.  Thomas.  Governor.  IQ-'TT. 

Nesbitt,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  British  army, 
notice  of,  &L 

Ne«haminy  Bridge.  fli:ht  near  the.  .vr:. 

Nevill.  Thomas,  collects  lead  for  the  n«5  of 
the  Americans.  240. 

Newark.  N.  J..  British  excursion  to,  ISL 

Newbeni.  N.  C,  Governor  Martin's  magazine 
discovered  at,  IML 

Newcastle,  Del.,  fast-day  wrmon*  at.  IIS. 

Newcastle,  on  Pisratntpta  River,  first  American 
shlp-of-war  built  at.  ULi 

Newell.  Mrs.,  notic  e  of.  S'JH. 

New  Rutland,  dele/ntc-s  to  Contrre*s  from, 
received  at  New  York.  Hi:  ut  Philadt  lphla, 
77 :  German  princess  h<f*j.  in.ltl;  the  men 
of.  will  overrun  the  South.  \>u>:  no  ministe- 
rial troops  in.  'i.*!-' :  Geneial  Howe's  victory 
over  the  ■'lonir  fare--'  of.  ■'■;os :  New  York 
burnt  by  the  "ince  ndiaries  '"  of.  ?;>\ :  first 
shlp-of-war  built  In,  .'fi-l :  vk'^r  of.  in  stip- 
l>lving  troops.  fy>s :  in-nboreiination  of  the 
troops  of.  at  Flshkill.  N  Y..  r>s-J ;  General 
Sullivan  one  of  the;  heroes  of.  ti)7. 

New  England  Cler^v.  estimate  of  the,  LL 

New  England  Republicans, 

New  Hampshire,  troops  of,  nt  Cnmbr'.dire. 
Ma-s..  *ri;  asks  advice  from  Congress,  l.v.t; 
disaffection  of  the  people  of,  towards  Cou- 
!'ro*s.  Wifl. 

New  Hanover.  N  C,  people  of,  declare  a^Tilnst 

Governor  Martin.  lisL 
New  Haven.  Tryon's  descent  on.  7QG :  notice 

of  the  bnrnim;  of.  1£L 
New  Jersey,  approves  the  course  of  the  Con- 
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ere*!",  21 ;  people  of,  take  possession  of  the 
Treasury.  S4;  martial  spirit  of  the  people  of 
Somerset  in,  1SS:  the  -  boy?"  of,  bunting 
Tories.  1'as;  anecdote  of  a  woman  of,  271); 
Samuel  Tucker  appointed  Governor  of,  2*s ; 
depredations  of  the  British  troops  in.  IGii: 
braven  of  a  woman  of,  4n9;  ravages  of  the 
British  in,  419 ;  movements  of  the  British 
in.  44S;  Howe's  letter  to  Lord  Uenuaine  on 
the  affairs  in.  4-40:  disaffected  citizens  of, 
487:  •'some"  of  the  people  of,  tired  of  the 
rebellion.  .*»  !■} :  Governor  Tryoii  distributes 
the  conciliatory  bill*  in,  501;  the  beauty  of 
the  women  of.  Wit);  Colonel  Van  Buskirk's 
excursion  into.  7S1 :  sentiments  of  a  lady  in. 
W9:  sea  Il.'ht  off  the  coast  of,  ss24 ;  Captain 
Thomas  Ward"*  descent  on,  874 ;  revolt  of 
the  troop-  of.  !>M;  "the  Back  Shad,"  £kkL 
New  Loiitlun.  Conn.,  192;  ArnoUTs  descent 
on.  10  i5. 

Ncwm.ni  Wingatc.  Captain  of  the  ITancotjk 
privateer,  seizes  Lord  North's  turtles,  '27.1. 

New  Mili'orJ,  Conn.,  Arnold  in  effigy  In, 
m\ 

Newport.  R  I.,  outrage  of  Captain  Ayscough 
at.  Ill:  Lee  a  lininisters  an  oath  to  the  To- 
ries of,  1M:  Declaration  of  Independence 
read  at,  •>?  >:  British  take  possession  of.  3t>2 ; 
Tories  in.  :itH;  Earl  Percy,  commander  at, 
397 :  Briti-li  evacuate,  I51L 

New  Rocln  ll :>.  N  Y  .  trial  about  a  horse-race 
held  at.  JiL;  skirmish  at.  I2L 

Newspaper-,  stricture*  on  the  Tory, 

Newtown.  Conn  .  iHL 

New  I'tre.  ht.  L  I..  2U£L 

"New  York  K  ee.  Holder,"  the,  8. 

New  York,  loyal.  :J2_i  Loyalists  meet  in,  "1 : 
Union  Fla  r  of,  Jli  meeting  at  the  Exchange 
In.  Gordon's  account  of,  Jfc^  quarrel  at  the 
liberty-})  nV,  ifL;  petitions  or,  to  effect  a 
reconciliation.  5JL.  bill-posting  In,  55_;  peti- 
tion of  the  Assembly  of,  to  the  King,  58; 
association  of  the  inhabitants  of,  TJj  Synod 
Of,  appoint  a  fajt,  8J_;  Provincial  Congress 
of,  de-'ire"  Connecticut  to  supply  forces  for 
Ticou  ler  'lt  i.  ULi  address  of  the  Congress 
of,  to  Washington,  lot :  review  of  the  Amer- 
ican trooiH  at.  Military  Club  of.  107: 
Provincial  Congress  of,  disapprove  an  ad- 
dress to  Governor  Tryon,  107:  the  Asia, 
man-of-war.  flies  on,  139;  General  Lee 
enters;  Clinton  (British)  arrives  at,  '2f>J :  a 
"funny"  sci'iK*  in  the  harbor  of,  ill ;  Gov. 
Trvon's  messu  rr  to  the  people  of.  1776.  2H>: 
the  first  Collector  of  the  port  of,  230:  Tories  I 
in,  conspire  to  kill  Washington,  255;  Decla- 
ration of  Iiid>;|)-'iidence  read  at,  270  ^  Wash- 
ington threatens  to  burn;  John  Munn  Scott 
appoint  c  1  Governor  of;   Donald  McLean. 

TheophUu*  llard-nbrook,  Fuetcr. and 

Rem  Kip.-lje  ridden  on  rails  in.  288;  Epis- 
copal cluir  lies  burnt  in.  291 :  attack  on  ex- 
pected. •■."■>>:  terrific  thunder-storm  in,  291 : 
situation  of  the  armies  at.  3(19;  British  enter 
the  city  of.  :ilf);  British  account  of  the  great 
Are  at.  ail :  meeting  of  loyalists  at,  3£1. 
deh  trk.it ion  of  the  British  troops  at.  829 : 
the  prison  ships  at,  214;  John  Street  Theatre 
in.  ML  civa-c*  of  the  British  in,  OIL  the 
peopleof,  exasperated  against  the  Congress  ; 
who  they  are,  4:t7 :  the  martial  spirit  of  the 
inhabitants  of.  619;  celebration  of  the  i 
Queen's  birthday  at.  535_;  the  Tories  of,  | 
firm  in  their  opposition  to  Congress.  5S7 ; 
the  new  oath  or  allegiance  of.  UOji;  an  evnc- 
nation  of.  expected,  177S,  62£L;  women  of, 
fit  out  the  Fair  American  privateer,  645; 


treatment  of  the  American  prisoner*  at 

Nelson's  prison-ship.  >i&3  •  an  inquisition 
in,  bo :  the  use  of  the  English  longaag? 
prohibited  in,  «i75:  government  at,  tirrd  ot 
the  tories,  G7H ;  Washington  meditate*  ao 
attack  on,  763;  rejoicing*  on  the  receipt  of 
the  news  of  Gates'  defeat  at  Camden,  situa- 
tion of  affairs  in.  SU;  the  Black  Act  of: 
Tories  and  Whigs  in,  9t>t;  fox-chases  and 
bull-fight*  in.  !*»(>;  Ri\ ingiou's  "  condition 
of."  people  of.  very  "miserable,"  :  in- 
habitants of  the  ,city  of.  and  res*  Prince 
William  Ileury.  HW4j  Records  of,  restored. 

New  York  Congress,  the  new  oath  of  aDV 
giance  of  the;  Codwalludcr  Colden  refuted 
to  take  it.  till, 
Nichols,  Mr.,  Dev.,  of  Watcrbnry.  Conn.,  ac- 
quitted of  treasonable  practices  against  the 
tinted  Stales.  .*»-*. 
Nib's'  "Principles  and  acts  of  the  Revolu- 
tion," notice  of.  ±ZL 
Ninety-Six,  account  of  the  siege  of.  967. 1Q5L 
Nixon,  General,  near  Fort  Edward.  474 
Noailles,  Viscount  de,  al  Yorklown,  Va^ 
lift  I. 

Noddle's  Island,  Mass.,  battle  of.  Si;  effect 
of  the  battle  at,  bTj  Gage's  account  of, 
criticised.  1ILL 

Nones,  Moses,  loyalists  take  refuge  in  the 
house  of,  during  the  siege  of  Savannah,  5&. 

North  and  South.  ILL. 

Norfolk,  Ya.,  British  ships  at,  alarmed  at 
some  fishermen.  135 ;  Lord  Dm. more  s 
troops  land  at.  U.I:  burnt.  lMt:  Address  to 
the  Virginians  on  Ihe  destruction  of.  UiL 

North  Carolina,  Gov.  Martin's  speech  to  the 
Assembly  of,  «_]_;  lory  ism  in,  210 ;  sends 
troops  to  Washington.  &dL 

North  Kingston,  R.  1.,  Charles  Stocutn.  killed 
at.  414. 

North,  Lord,  detemined  to  carry  his  point 
with  the  Colonies,  11 ;  notices  of,  135.  JQeL 
hi»  house  torn  down  by  a  mob,  £13;  opposed 
by  Charles  Fox.  77t 

Norwalk.  Conn..  i>ersont«  cross  the  Sonnd  on 
the  ice  from,  7Ki. 

Numbskull,  Peter,  advertisement  of,  to  the 
Tories,  4£L 

Ogden.  Brigade,  Major,  killed.  fiffiL 

Ogden,  Colonel,  at  Staten  Island.  1777,  4SL 

Ogden.  Mis.,  notice  of.  i£EL 

Oglethorp.  General,  notice  of.  7M, 

O'llaru,  Brigadier  Gcucral.  at  Guilford,  930; 
acts  for  Cornwallis  at  the  surrender  of  York- 
town,  It  134.  W42 

O'llara.  James,  U5£2» 

Oktinastota.  the  Cherokee  Chief,  S9Q. 

"  Old  Lies  Renewed."  5E2. 

Old  South  Meeting  house  in  Boston,  168.  S1L 

Oliver,  Andrew,  MC2. 

Oliver.  Daniel.  «>. 

Oliver.  Peter,  notice  of,  22. 

Oliver,  Thomas,  attacked  hv  a  moh.  SL 

Olney,  .  Mrs..  Williams'  Life  of,  22L 

Omens,  a  list  of.  7?*;. 

Ouondagas.  expedition  against  the,  (TT9 

Orang  Outangs,  British  troops  compared  to. 
Ml 

Ome.  Colonel,  of  Marblehcad.  Mass..  23. 
On-low.  people  of.  declare  agaiust  Gov.  Mar- 
tin. im. 
Oslmroe.  Sir  George.  &M. 
"  Out  of  Door  Rebels,"  in  Philadelphia,  4& 

Pockolet,  the  Americana  at,  877. 
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Paine.  Robert  Treat,  declared  a  rebel,  fiO;  at 

New  York,  li. 
Paine,  Thomas,  hi*  Common  Sen«e.  2QS,  200, 

S50;  Washington  Indehied  to,  3K5. 
Palmer.  Lieutenant,  at  Sumy  Point.  720. 
Paper  Money,  a  parcel  wanted.  '.SK :  called 

••rnir  money,"  399;  what  it  was  used  for  lu 

it;?.  ILL 

Panimus,  N.  J.,  British  descent  on,  ISM 
Pardelow.  Mr.,  or  Fairfield.  Conn.,  240. 
Parker,  Doctor,  of  Staten  Inland,  N.  Y.,  4SL 
Parker,  Hyde,  ('apt..  (Br..)  i^lL 
Parker,  .lame*,  a  disaffected  Jcmcyman.  487. 
Parker,  Josiah,  Lieut.,  captures  Joshua  Hud- 
dv.  Hli 

Parker.  Sir  Peter,  defeated  at  Sullivan'*  Inl- 
and S_  ('..  2aL  at  Rhode  Inland,  3lttj 
notice  of.  277.  7KH). 

Parks.  Edward,  quotation  from,  02. 

"  Parliamentary  Youngster,"  anecdote  of  a, 
SL 

Parry,  Lieut. -Colonel,  at  Long  Inland,  208. 

Parson*.  Sand.  IL*  (Jen.,  at  Long  Inland,  99ft; 
at  Fort  Independence.  OKI;  at  Sag  Harltor, 
L.  1.,  Ill;  expedition  against  Morrisania, 

N.  Y.. 

Pasteboard  Dollars,  refused  hy  the  rebels;  a 
Connect  lent  parson  obliged  to  chew  up  a 
parcel  of.  414. 

Patriot,  a  receipt  to  make  a,  30-2. 

Patten.  Abraham,  hung  as  a  npy,  41fl. 

Patterson.  Major-Gcneral,  (Br..*)  his  interview 
with  Washington.  27-2;  notires  of,  2&9 ; 
capture*  Fort  IjUayctle,  000,  TJiJ, 

Pailmon,  Mm.,  notice  of,  823. 

Paiildinc,  John,  capture*  Major  Andre,  852. 

Paumier.  Mungo,  Lieutenant,  (Br.,)  at  Mon- 
mouth, ft9~>. 

Paw  ling.  Colonel.  005. 

Paxton,  Pa  1040. 

Paynon.  Phillip*.  D  D.,  notice  of,  C(L 

Peale.  Charlen,  Wilson,  paints  portraits  of 
Washington.  fM. 

Pcari*.  I  tic  hard,  notice  of.  fite. 

Peck,  John,  a  prinoner  at  Ix*xlngton,  90. 

Peden,  Alexander,  hin  prophecy.  407. 

Peekskill,  N.  Y..  22;  attack  on.  1T77,  400; 
British  account  677  ILL:  celehralion  at,  of 
tho  surrenderor  Burgoync,  Uttl. 

Pendleton.  Edmund,  notice  of,  180^  241 

Pennsylvania,  Bucko  Co.,  Patriot?,  7JL 

Pennsylvania  Riflemen,  expertnes*  of.  lit. 

Pennsylvania,  troop*  of,  nt  the  battle  of  Mount 
Washington,  N.  Y  ,  342:  citizen*  of,  who 
have  joined  General  Howe,  308;  revolt  of 
the  troops  of.  8H0:  Thoma*  Wharton,  jr.,  I 
lnammrated  President  of,  400;  Torie*  of, 
the  cause  of  the  Wvoming  massacre,  ttti. 

Pcnnnylvania  Journal.  Editor  of,  denies  Tim- 
othy Rutnrles'  declaration,  fL 

Penrose.  Colonel,  of  Pa.,  at  Mount  Washing- 
ton. N.  Y.,  343, 

Pension*,  the  effect  of.  3G2. 

People.  The,  tho  origin  of  all  delegated  pow- 
ers, U  !L 

"People  *  Evil  "  versus  tho  King's  Evil,  175. 
Pepperell,  Sir  William,  hi*  estate*,  41 ;  notice* 
of.  131 

Percival.  Capt.,  (Br..)  killed.  124. 

Percy,  Earl,  his  excursion  out  of  Boston.  Sli 
anecdote  of.  07;  hi*  activity  at  Lexington, 
95 ;  anecdote-*}?.  141.  340  ;  notice  of.  210; 
anecdote  of.  Captain  Vantlepnt.  2J1Q;  at  the 
battle  of  I,ong  Island.  302:  his  home's  head 
shot  off.  349;  at  Newport,  R.  L,  302,  300; 
leave*  Rhode  Inland,  4*1. 

Perry,  Thomas,  wounded  at  Lexington,  89. 


Pemlan  Archer*,  to  be  employed  In  subduing 

America,  ■Ki7. 
Perth  Amboy,  N.  J..  2£EL 
Pclem.  Samuel  A.,  LL.D.,  picking  hops,  239; 

quarrels  with  Myles  Cooper,  2n*1. 
Petersburg,  Va..  the  British  at.  ALL 
Pctemham.  Lord,  taken  at  Saratoga,  r.11, 
Pej  ton,  Captain,  at  Powlc's  Hook,  TJiL 
Peyton,  Cornet,  533. 

Phelps,  Captain,  wounded  at  Stony  Point.  030. 
('helps,  Noah,  at  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga, 
OL 

Philadelphia,  the  violent  party  in.  JJL  militia 
of.  72;  Associalor*  in.  7"J:  patriotic  meeting 
in.  T3l  Synod  of,  appoint  a  Tast.  KJ_;  hattal- 
ion*  at.  reviewed  by  (ienend  Washington, 
91,  lOOj  to  the  Spinner*  of,  123j  leaden 
w eight*  from  the  windows,  Ac,  taken  out 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  201 :  Declaration  of 
Independence  read  in,  300 :  British  to  march 
to,  .351 ;  newspapers  of,  411;  the  citi/.ens  of- 
on  the  approach  of  the  British,  410;  mortal, 
ity  among  the  nurses  m,  4S9:  the  Veteran 
House  at.' 479;  British  anny  enters.  500;  the 
Mischianza  at,  67S ;  Commlssionem  arrive 
at,  58?<.  591 ;  Arnold  taker  possession  of.  592 ; 
M.  Gerard  at,  590 :  a  junto  lormed  at.  for  the 
purpose  of  deposing  Washington.  <s*2 : 
French  ball  at,  tkki :  Masonic  celebration  in. 
630;  Catholic  celebration  at,  704 ;  Arnold 
hung  in  cfllgy  ot.  863;  proceedings  in,  con- 
cerning paper  money.  tC.-J. 
"Philarctlic*,"  in  defense  of  British  Commis- 
sioner*. (£i4. 
Phillip*.  Captain,  at  the  capture  of  General 

Prescott,  4IU, 
Phillips,  General,  (Br  .)  at  Stillwater,  497; 

taken  prisoner  at  Saratoga.  51 1. 
Phillip*  Manor.  N.  Y.,  Americans  take  pos- 
session of,  331. 

Phlnney,  ,  Colonel,  of  Ma**.,  22IL 

Phip*,   ,  Colonel,  Sheriff  of  Middlesex 

County,  Ma**.,  31L 
Pickens,  Andrcw.Col..818;  at  En  taw  Springs, 
1011 

Pierce's  Island,  N.  II.,  Americans  build  a 

fort  at.  13JL 
Piemon.  Captain,  (Br..)  notice  of.  fiDJL 
Pigol.  Sir  Robert,  at  the  battle  of  Breed's 

Hill,  J02_;  at  Rhode  Island.  tiltL 
Pincknev,  Charles.  Colonel,       at  CharleBton. 

S.  C,  July  4th.  1777,  41& 
Piper,  Colonel,  taken  prisoner  at  Long  Island, 
207. 

Piscataqtia  River,  the  first  ship  of  war  in  New 

England  built  there.  321 
Pitcairn,  Lieut.,  anecdote  of,  on  seeing  his 
father  fall  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill.  i£L 
Pitcairn,  Major.  (Br.)  killed  at  Bunker  Hill, 

99 ;  call*  the  American*  coward*.  344. 
PfttTstatue  oT,  without  a  head.  531. 
Pittee.  Daniel,  of  Dcdham,  Mass.,  branded  a 

coward,  320. 
Pltt*fleld.  Mass.,  4SL 

"Plain  English,"  address  of  to  Massachusetts 

Provincial  Congress,  33. 
"Plain  Truth,"  address  to  Cornwallis  by, 

1019. 
Pbtt.  Judge.  90S. 

Pluckemin.  N.  J.,  celebration  of  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  French  Alliance  at,  Bfifi. 
Plunket,  Lieutenant,  bravery  of  at  the  battle 

of  Long  Island,  297. 
Plymouth,  Ma**.,  chose  officers  to  watch  tbo 
Torie*.  12:  Indies  at,  attacked  by  a  mob,  41 ; 
privateer  from.  108, 
Plymouth,  Pa.,  see  Wyoming. 
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Plymouth  Rock,  Captain  Coit  lands  British 
prisoner*  on  the.  Ids. 

Pot  t  rv,  Tom  Gage**  proclamation,  versified. 
ft};  To  the  Bofion  women,  1411;  Tin*  Ameri- 
can Expedition.  146:  The  Dilemma,  1-17;  the 
panning  American  Loyalist,  HUt ;  Ganlncr's 
Ghost,  a  prophetic  lwllad,  17H:  line*  on  the 
departure  of  (Jen.  Gape.  107 ;  A  Fable,  Si3; 
the  Kind's  own  Regulars,  2U;  hues  to  Vir 
ginia.  on  instructing  her  delegates  in  Con- 
gress, to  vote  for  independence.  243:  A  New 
Son,',  254:  Epigram  on  Sir  Peter  Parker's 
wound  at  Sullivan's  Island,  258;  On  Inde- 
pendence, -.'TO :  The  Prudent  Generals  Com 
pared.  340 :  Epigram  on  the  Hessian  stand- 
ard- taken  at  Trenton.  ~30ti:  The  Expedition 
to  Danbury.  42»:  tkMicrai  Howe's  letter, 
versified,  JiL  Durgoyue's  proclamation  ver- 
sified, 150 ;  A  rainiliarvpistle  from  America. 
5H;  Lfnes  intended  to  nave  been  delivered 
atthe  Mi-<cliluuza,  fiai;  An  Epigr.un  on  the 
ill-sncee-s  of  the  British  CoiumlsMoncrs. 
tVi> i ;  Expedition  to  Rhode  Island,  (ill: 
Lines  to  Washington,  on  his  proclamation, 
ordering  the  people  to  fatten  their  cattle. 
6H :  Lines  in  praise  of  New  York  women, 
fi45 ;  The  American  Vicar  of  Bray,  7U);  Sir 
Ilenry  Clinton's  Soliloquy  on  the  storming 
of  Stonv  Point.  7Jjfi;  Tlie  number  Seven,  211; 
The  Congratulation,  7ii2j  Stanzas  on  the 
Present  War,  2U;  song  sung  at  the  celebra- 
tion of  St.  Patrick's  Day  at  Jumaica.  L.  I., 
787;  Satan  to  Arnold.  350;  Epigram  ou 
Xruold.  St»i  Lord  Rawdon's  Proclamation 
verbified.  U58:  at  the  celebration  of  Bur- 
govne's  surrenrler.  1U32. 

Political  Liar,  the  new  fairy  tales.  fiOL 

Polk,  Lieut  -Colonel,  at  Eutaw  Spring,  1018. 

Pollard.  — — .  killed  at  Savauuah.IiL 

Poor,  Enoch,  letter  from.  tfts. 

Porterfield,  Col.,  wounded  at  Camden,  &JJL 

Porter,  Lieutenant,  at  the  capture  of  General 
Prescott,  420. 

Porto  Bello.  the  British  Navy  at,  131 

Portsmouth,  N.  U.,  Tories  disarmed  In,  142; 
a  cargo  of  turtles,  intended  for  Lord  North, 
carried  into.  '278. 

Portsmouth,  Va.,  British  take  possession  of, 
012. 

Post  Ofllces.  .  William  Ooddard  to  estab- 
lish, 7jk  35;  a  "  Constitutional  "  one.  20. 
Potter,  "Colonel,  of  the  Pennsylvania  battalion, 

■ML 

Potter,  Lieutenant,  of  the  Marines.  (Br.)  at 
the  exchange  of  Lexington  prisoners,  sSL 

Poughkeepsle.  the  flag  of,  155 :  Tories  at.  131 : 
the  "mob  legislators"  at.  075:  celebration 
at,  of  the  surrender  of  Cornwallts.  1(151. 

Powell,  John,  Captain,  (Br.,)  wounded  at  Mon- 
mouth, 535. 

Powle's  Hook.  American  battery  at,  310;  Ma- 
jor Lce'g  attack  on,  732 ;  British  account  of 
the  capture  or;  Sir  Henry  Cliutou'B  letter  to 
Lord  Germ.'ilne  on  the.  738. 

Pownal,  Thomas,  Governor,  notice  of,  '207 ; 
assNts  at  the  celebration  of  St.  Yankee 'a 
Day  in  London,  23i 

Prawl,  Lieutenant,  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island, 

Presbyterians,  called  Whigs  In  Scotland,  1115 ; 
to  have  a  share  of  power  In  America,  220 ; 
preachers  have  a  great  rage  of  fighting,  358 : 
churches  of  the.  burnt  In  Connecticut  and 
New  York.  H&;  in  New  York,  debating  upon 
the  propereet  arta  to  practise  for  their  profit, 
ML 

Prescott,  General,  (Br.,)  Ms  situation  com- 


pared with  Ethan  Allen's,  226. :  hie  treatment 

of  the  Americans,  273.  35  ;  bus  barbarity, 
390:  commands  in  Rhode  Island.  4:u  :  taken 
prisoner  by  Colonel  Barton,  407 ;  abandons 
Newport,  H  I.,  750. 
Preston,  Daniel,  a  prisoner  at  Lexington,  SL 
Prevost,  General,  in  Ga.,  633;  at  Pnar  Creek, 
Mil. 

Price.  Charles,  killed  at  Savannah,  755- 
Prichard,  Captain,  200. 

Prince.  James,  Captain,  escapes  from  the 

tiood  Hope  prison-ship.  745. 
Prince,  Thomas,  Rev.,  bis  papers  relating  to 

New  England,  371. 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  Declaration  of  Independence 

read  at,  270;  battle  of,  3ta>;  British  account 

of.  322. 

Prison-ships  in  New  York,  374;  the  Good 

Hope.  7J5j  the  "  Jersey."  987T"^ 
Privateers,  Yankee  privateer,  316;  Captain 

Howe's  adventure  with  three  "ragamof 

fins,"  344;  the  General  Gales,  Mti3 
PrtK-lamatlous,  Lord  Duuiuore's.  of  Nov.  7, 

1775,  lfiu;  General  Gage's  excepting;  Adams 

and  Hancock,  9j£;  Moloch's,   in   favor  of 

America,  552. 
Proctor.  Colonel,  at  Philadelphia,  486,  5SL 
Prophecies.  Behmnu's  Seen.  Alexander  Pe- 

dan's,  Ml ;  Elizabeth  Shipley's,  55<i. 
Providence,  R.  1.,  "nest  of  pirates  at,"  434; 

Arnold  in  effigy  at,  S50. 
Prueschenck,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  de,  9NQ. 
Pruss-la,  anecdote  of  the  King  of,  i35. 
Pudding  Gut  Point,  Muss.,  Captain  Mugford 

engages  the  British  off,  240. 
Pugsley,  Adjutant.  iBr..)  7_7jL 
Pulaski,  Count,  cuts  off  the  head  of  the  oo/r 

honest  delegate  in  Congress,  627;  notice  of, 

(£5-  wo'i'ided  at  Savannah,  HSL 
Punk  Hill  N.  J.,  skirmish  at,  405. 
Purdy,  Captain,  tBr.,)  notice  of,  m 
Purdy,  Charity,  «>•    ,  .  M 
Purdy,  Gabriel.  m«rri«i,  fib, 
Purdy,  Joseph,  fifi, 
Purdy.  Samuel,  50. 

Puritans,  their  high  holiday  season,  22L 
Purysburg.  on  the  Savannah,  oft 
Putnam,  Aaron.  810 

Putnam.  Israel,  commands  at  Cambridge,  TJ_: 
at  Noddle's  Island.  K5_i  his  invention  to 
obtain  cannon-balls  from  the  British,  BL  »* 
the  exchange  of  Lexington  prisoners,  5£l 
appointed  to  Washington's  staff,  ftk 
Bunker  Hill.  9Sj  biographical  notice  of.  1051 
compared  with  Buigoyne,  106;  declaration 
of  Congress  read  at  the  camp  of.  117 ;  hi* 
"Post."  Ill ;  his  Flag  exhibited  at  Prospect 
mil.  Hi;  presents  Mrs.  General  Qmx  with 
a  quarter  of  veal,  130;  General  Gage  offer* 
a  premium  for  the  head  of,  142:  notice  oL 
146.  147:  compared  to  I  re  ton,  106:  at  tbe 
evacuation  of  Boston,  3-30:  at  New  York, 
229:  appoint*  Alncr  collector  of  the  port, 
230:  sick  at  the  dinner  to  General  Washing 
ton  In  New  York,  1776.254;  in  effigy,  «77: 
notice  of,  303j  "an  old  black  dog" 
Used,  a  favorite  with  the  Washington  family. 
330:  English  notice  of,  387;  kills  a  wolf; 
taken  prisoner  and  carried  to  Ticonderoc*: 
at  Bunker  Hill,  33&;  his  disagreement  witt 
Warren,  330;  at  New  York,  Sjfii  has  •  U»P 
In  his  speech ;  is  no  favorer  of  independence. 
3jl ;  Rlgby  offers  to  box.  442 ;  at  Howe 
Neck;  his  official  account  of  Tryon's  "P*; 
dition,  063;  lost  the  "  balance  of  his  miod 
In  an  encounter  with  a  bear,  776. 

Putnam,  James,  notice  of,  4jh 
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Quaker  Hill,  R.  I.,  battle  of,  014;  British  ac- 
count, m*i 

Quaker*  oppose  lh<*  patriots,  .TtU  not  in  favor 
of  Independence,  45o ;  mount  u'tiard  at  Phila- 
delphia. UK. 

Quakerism,  "old  fellow"  convicted  of,  In  New 
York.  f»7.'>. 

Quelle,  blockade  of,  207;  Montgomery's  at- 
tack on,  is.*< 
Omen-  Couutv.  L.  I.,  cat*  hunted  In,  178 
Qiiihhlclown,  "N.  J.,  tarring  and  feathering  at. 
17S;  a  Whig  account  of  a  tight  there,  41^ 
7(Jt) 

Quiucy,   Dorothy,  marries   Johu  Hancock, 

i.m 

Quincy,  Edmund,  1211. 

Raid,  Colonel,  at  Trenton,  SsT;  notice  of, 
(ML 

Ram.ige,  Smith,  Imprisoned  at  New  York, 

2s'.». 

Ram«ev.  Captain,  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island, 
2!"'..  ill 

Ramsey,  Dr.,  his  estimate  of  Colonel  Haync, 
VM. 

Randolph,  Benjamin.  1M. 

Randolph.  Nathaniel  Kit*,  taken  prisoner  at 

Woodbridgc,  X.  J.,  rVVi;  death  of.  h-r». 
Randolph.   Peyton,  declared  a  rebel,  110 ;  at 

Williamsburg,  Va.,  mm  ;  death  and  burial  «>f, 

Randolph,   Thomas,   tarred   and  feathered, 

ITS. 

Random,  Samuel,  Captain,  tortured  at  Wyo- 
ming, 001. 

RaiH'lje.  John,  seized  carrying  sheep  to  the 
British. 

Rapelje,  Rem,  ridden  on  a  rail  at  New  York, 

Rati  tan.  N.  J.,  military  meeting  at,  ^ 
Rawdon,  I^onl,  receiver  the  IrUh  battalion, 

677:  entertains  his  regiment  at  Jamaica.  L. 

I..  7S7:  at  Camden,  *10;  at  Hohkirk's  Hill; 

biographical  not  ice  of,  041  :  retreat*  fn)in 

Camden,  '.C>2 :  proclamation  Mav  SfcL  17M, 

9.VT:  versified.  !t.y ;  notices  of,  OtiTj  1000. 
Ravnor.  Captain.  (Br.,)  ML 
Rebellion  defined.  3U3- 
Rebels,  punishment  for  the,  1  .VI. 
"Reconciliation"  opposed. 
Recruiting,  the  success  of,  in  Massachusetts 

ami  the  South.  f.TX 
Red  Bank,  situation  of,  Donop's  attack  on,  in 

1777.  ILL 

Red  Hook,  N.  Y.,  evacuated  bvthe  Americans, 

:t,ti 

Reed,  Captain,  at  Powle's  Hook,  737. 

Reed.  Captain.  Mrs.,  notice  or.  N23. 

Reed,  Joseph,  patriotism  of  'he  wife  of,  80H. 

Reed.  Lieutenant,  lit  Powle's  Hook.  7?M. 

Ri-fuirees.  sufferings  of  the.  W£L 

"Regulars"  and  Irregular-  compared,  213. 

Remsen,  Mrs.,  notice  of.  k*-»:( 

Rencastlo.  Lieutenant,  killed.  002. 

Rensselaer,  Colonel,  at  Bennington,  JSC 

Republican*,  tyranny  of. 

Revere,  Paid  notice  of,  tiLlZL 

Rhode  I-land  forhids  proving  for  the  King, 
27^:  characteristics  of  the  natives  of,  3tU ; 
actions  of  the  French  fleet  at,  010. 

Rice,  Captain,  of  the  brig  Convention,  5£L 

Richards,  Captain,  at  the  seizure  of  Rlvlng- 
ton's  Press.  ITt. 

Richards.  Ensign,  carries  the  American  stand- 
ard into  Boston,  on  the  evacuation  by  tho 
British,  2211 

Richards,  Smith,  notice  of,  37,  £L 


Richards,  on  General,  at  Camden,  182, 
Richmond.  Duke  of,  his  opinion  of  the  Amer- 
ican dispute.  II. 
Richmond,  William,  Colonel,  at  Newport,  R, 
L.  21a. 

Rider.  Stephen,  notice  of.  OTfl. 

Ridgelield.  Conn  ,  disapproves  Congressional 

measures.  £2j  General  Arnold  at,  ^-'l 
Rleilesvl.  Baron,  at  the  battle  of  Stillwater, 

v.n. 

RledescI,  Baroness  de.  opens  the  birlhdny  ball 
at-Ncw  York,  with  (Jem  ml  Pattison.  *.H>. 

HMiy.  .  offers  himself  the  champion  of 

England  ;  will  box  Washington,  Lee,  or  l*ut- 
nam.  14  J 

Riltenhouse.  David,  &VJ. 

Rlt/.ema,  Colonel,  at  fhe  White  Plains.  VTA. ' 

Riviugton.  James,  apologizes  for  his  pi.hlira- 
tions  against  ilie  rat  riots.  74;  Lis  pies*  de- 
stroyed LLi;  sails  for  England  ;  isaj  |  ointcd 
cobweb-sweeper   to   his  Majesty,  2t,!< ;  his 

"new*."  not. 
Robert.  Captain,  of  navep-trnw.  N.  Y.,  Sf  6. 
RoImtIs,  Colonel,  nt  Savannah.  M'l. 
Roberts.  John,  tarred  and  feathered  at  CLarlcn- 

ton.  S.  (.'.,  m 
Robert-oii,  (General.  (Br  .)  211 ;  anecdote  of, 

W> :  aneedoie  of  Clinton's  cook,        net  ice* 

of.  Mr,  itr.'l ;  pleads  lor  the  life  of  Andre, 

Xu. 

Robinson,  Beverly.  Colonel,  at  norsc  Neck, 
0»i.'l;  two  of  his  sons  captured  at  Stony  Point, 
Tan :  notice  of.  bSiL 

Robinson,  ,  Colonel,  of  Dorchester,  Ma**., 


Rocliambcau.  M.  de,  notice*  of.  t^  921 .  935. 

fH4.  Idol.  1032.  10RT>  llfflK. 
Rock|M>rt.  Captain,  (.Br.,)  at  Yorktown,  1C42. 
Rocky  Mount.  S77. 
Rocky  River,  the  American*  at.  877. 
Rodger*.  John.  D.  D  ,  New  York.  UL 
Ro<lney.  Sir  George  Brydycs,  account  of  the 

rapture  of  Andre,  Mil. 
Roger*.  Major.  2«L 

Roger*.  .  Rev.  Mr.,  or  Philadelphia,  4QJL 

Roman  Catholics  to  have  the  ascendency  in 

America.  r>7''.. 
Romans  and  English  compared.  HL 
Roonic.  John.  Jr..  taken  prisoner,  290. 
Roose\clt.  Isaac,  ail 

Ro-ehnrgh.  Mr..  Rev.,  Chaplain  to  Pennsyl- 
vania militia,  421 

Ross,  .Eneas,  preached  fast-day  sermon  at 
Newcastle.  Del  .  1 1S. 

Ross.  Captain,  notice  of,  129;  taken  by  the 
Yankee  Privateer.  :tlfi 

Ro*s.  Charles,  Captain,  (Br.,)  the  *tory  of  his 
wire.  iML 

Ross,  Major.  fBr..)  at  Briar  Creek,  C00_;  at  the 

surrenderor  Cornwallis.  lfCM. 
Rowan  County.  N.  C  .  K7*<. 
Ro\burv  Neck,  Mass.,  fortifications  on,  68j 

skirmish  on,  n iff 
Roval  African  Regiment,  notice  of,  B50. 
Royal  Bnite.  1023. 
"R'ovnl  Villains."  8JJL 
Rudolph.  CajUHin,  at  Eutaw  Spring*.  101S. 
Rugyles.  Timothy.  S;  his  horse  maltreated, 

3S:  notice  of.  1!»2.  fill. 
Russel.  James,  or  Boston.  £]_, 
Russell.  Seth.  a  prisoner  at  Lexington,  Ufl 
Russians  to  be  sent  to  America,  ftv.t 
Rutherrord,  General,  wounded  at  Camden, 

K-«».  Hlli. 

Rutherrord,  Tom,  at  Mofin-*-  Creek,  210. 
Rutherford,  Walter,  a  disaffected  Jereeyman, 
4£L 
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Rut  ledge,  Juhn.  Governor,  notice  of,  TOO. 
Rye  Fl  its.  N.  Y..  horserace  at,  1IL 
Rye.  "Squire."  !*;:>. 
Rjerson,  C  upl ulii ,  (Br..)  6Q1L 

Sabine,  Captain.  (Br..)  killed,  12L 

Sachem's  Head.  Conn..  142. 

Sai;  H.irl>or.  L  I.,  attack  on.  412. 

Salem.  Mass.,  Colonel  Leslie's  expedition  to, 

27.  Vi,  appearance  of  the  Dark  Day  at, 

ts/T. 

Salem.  Penn..  ?ee  Wyoming.  r>37- 
SaliketcJter  River,  Ga  ,  British  cross  the,  C85. 
Saitoh.  Indian  town  of.  S£L 

Saltoustnll.   ,  Sheriff  of  Essex  County, 

Mass..  LEL 
Sandciiian,  Robert,  notire  of,  1  l*j 
Sandford,  Captain  of  the  Queen's  Rangers, 

Sandwich,  Lord,  311:  brands*  the  Americans 

"cowards,"  7'2!i. 
Sandy  Hook  the  British  at,  ffiifi. 
Sargent.  Colonei  John,  notice  of,  2L 
Saiigatin  k  River,  Conn.,  skirmish  on  the,  49?» 
Savage, Captain,  at  Fort  Schuyler,  Jls ;  bravery 

of,  at  the  skirmish  near  Jamestown,  Va., 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Declaration  of  Independence 
read  at,  2*3:  the  siege  of.  Oil ;  British  ac- 
count of,  747 :  sufferings  of  the  people  m. 
3jJ  :  reason*  of  the  defeat  of  the  America::!? 
at.  T>L 

Saville,  Sir  George,  supnorts  the  Americans, 

773. 

Say  re.  .  or  Falrtlekl.  notice  of,  112. 

ScammcD.  Alexander,  at  Stillwater.  4!t7 :  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from,  970;  kilk.il  at  York- 
town.  UM4. 

Schacfcr.  Lieutenant.  SSL 

Sehoonmaker.  John,  iL 

Sehtitz.  Captain,  (Br.,)  mortally  wounded  at  j 
Guilford.  'ML 

Schuyler.  Philip,  General,  nppolnted  to  Wash- 
ington's staff.  1ML  reviews   the  troops  at 
New  York,  ltai :  deprecates  Ethan  Allen's 
attempt  on  Montreal,  103,  1fil> :  has  a  "top-  | 
knot  of  thirteen  stiff  liairs."  TIM 

Schuykill  River,  British  erect  a  battery  at  the 
mouth  of.  £211 

Scofelltes,  march  aiminst  Georgia.  1131. 

Scott.  Captain,  of  the  British  ship  Experi- 
ment. 25£i. 

Scott.  Captain,  (Am.,)  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Island,  2UfL 

Scoti,  John  Morin,  Governor  of  New  York, 

2Sn. 

8cre\en,  Colonel,  killed  in  Georgia;  notice 

of.  l^£L 

Scuc'lf  i .  Colonel.  Mrs.,  notice  of,  ££13. 
Scudder,  Nathaniel,  Doctor,  killed ;  notice  of, 

it  rat. 

Seaburv.  Samuel,  D.  D.,  US. 

Sears.  Isaac,  his  anrument  with  John  Case, 
9_;  notices  of.  30.  1»2H:  at  the  destruction  of 
Rivlngton's  press,  173:  administers  General 
Lee's  oath  to  the  tones  on  Long  Island; 
letter  to  Lee,  184 

"Seasonable  Thoughts,"  1SL 

Senver,  Elijah,  a  prisoner  at  Lexington.  DO. 

Seeonet  River,  R.  1.,  British  vessels  destroyed 
in.  ti03. 

Seely.  Colonel,  T74 

Seidell,  Captain,  wounded  at  Stony  Point,  72(1 
Sel.iin.   Lieutenant,  of  Va.,   wounded  at 

Ninety-Six,  9ii7. 
Scldou,  Colonel,  killed  at  Harlem,  2LL 
Sehvyn,  George,  anecdote  of,  3J2. 


"  Senator's  Remembrancer,"  the.  448 
Senecas.  General  Sullivan  and  Colonel  B^od- 

head's  expedition  against  the.  7 1-.'. 
"Sentiment-  of  a  lady  In  New  Jersey,"  SIS. 
Sention,  Colonel.  l»iL 

Sermons,  Leonard's,  on  the  evacuation  of 
Boston.  2*23 ;  on  the  cvnruation  of  Boston 
by  Mr.  Bridge,  22; :  Dr.  Eliot's,  at  the  re- 
opening of  the  Thursday  Lecture,  -"/T :  on 
the  inglorious  retreat  from  Boston.  2s2 

Sevier,  John.  Colonel,  at  King's  Mountain, 
Mil :  notire  of.  Mtfi 

"Seven."  the  signification  of  the  number,  in 
the  affairs  of  America.  T:tn 

Scwall,  Jonathan,  attacked  by  a  mob.  :£>_:  an 
American  informer.  193. 

Sewell's  Point.  Mas*..  1AL 

Sexton,  J.,  Mr>.,  notice  of.  £23. 

shanks.  Captain,  of  the  Queen's  Ran<-rrs.  Oil 

Sharp.  Thomas,  wounded  at  Lexington,  sa_ 

Sharp  &  Curtenius"  fnniacc  at  New  York.  23. 

Shaw,   .  of  Rucks  Co.,  Pa.,  maltreated 

by  the  rebels.  511. 

Shaw,  Major.  Nil 

Shelhy,  Isaac.  Colonel  at  Kind's  Mountain. 

Sheldon.  Colonel,  at  Bedford.  N.  Y..  7»3 : 
notice  of  his  activity  at  Tarrvtown.  N.  Y.. 

usv 

Sherburne,  Edward.  Major,  notice  of.  SOtV 
Sherburne.    Major,  of  Mass.,  wounded  at 

Quaker  Hill,  till! 
Sherbrook.  Miles,  notice  of.  SOI. 
Shenuan,  Lieutenant,  notice  of.  TO* 
Sherman.  Roger,  received  at  New  York.  73. 
Sheridan,  Thomas,  killed  at  Cherry  Valley. 

G3I. 

Shinier.  Cantain.  at  Minisink,  ML 
Shipley,  Elizabeth,  her  nropheey.  .~-V*> 
Shippc-ii.  Captain,  killed  at  Princeton.  S57. 
Ships,  first  huilt  in  America,  .'m 
Shuhrick.  Captain,  Aid-de-camp  to  Genera! 

Greene,  1017. 
Shnldham.  Admiral,  at  Boston,  lK^  212, 
Sietogo,  Indian  town  of.  t£ML 

Sill.  .  Major.  (Br  .)  killed  at.  SSL 

Sillick.  .  Capt.,  at  the  seizure  of  Rlving- 

ton's  Pre«s,  174 
Silliman.  General,  at  the  White  Plains.  516;  at 

Danbnry.  Conn..  JJ£L 
Simcoe,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  (Br.)  wounded 

at  Monmouth.  a>5 :  visits  Westchester,  N. 

Y.,  fi9';  his  enterprise  in  > cw  Jersey.  TT»9 ; 

a  farther  account.  7111 ;  w  ith  Arnold  in  Vir- 

pinia.  1»10:  notice  of,  VOL 

Simmons.  .  at  Fort  St.  George.  ST2. 

Simonds.  Colonel,  ai  Bennington,  4*0. 

Simons.  Captain.  (Br..l  sr.). 

Simpson.  Captain,  killed  at  Savannah,  *"4S. 

Simshnry  Mines,  Connecticut,  mil . 

Six  Nations,  Generaf  Sullivan  and  Colonel 

Brodhcad's  expedition  against  the.  7tJ. 
Skeene,  Colonel,  a  prisoner  at  Phiiach  rj«hia. 

92:  exchanged  for  James  Lovel,  27',  34*» : 

at  Bennington.  4H. 
Skinner.   Cortlandt.    appointed   Colonel  of 

lovnl  Americans.  2S9:  "  Governor,"  an  "uu- 

pra'efhl  m  n^  8961  rii-s  cruelty.  42L  »* 

Sullivan's  attack  on  Staten  Island.  4S1; 

notice  of,  t£lL 
Slate,  Mary,  married,  in  gown  of  her  own 

weaving.  267. 
Slaver)',  US- 

Slavea,  Lord  Dunmore  promises  freedom  to, 
lfiL 

Slocum,  Charlce,  of  North  Kingston,  R.  L. 
ILL 
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Small  wood.  William.  Gen.,  at  Long  Island, 
•.«♦>.:  at  the  White  Plain*.  :>ai:  at  Sullivan's 
attack  un  Statcu  Island,  4.s i ;  at  Camden, 

Smith,  Brigadier  General,  (Br.,)  at  the  battle 

of  Quaker  Hill.  tiiiL 
Smith.  Captain,  at  Powle's  Hook. 
Smith.  Cocn.  of  Dutches*  Co.,  N.  Y.,  tarred 

and  feathered,  I  N. 
Smith.  Colonel,  wounded  at  Fort  Mifflin.  £H  ; 

proposes  that  Carolina  f  hall  remain  neiurul, 

Ac,  !i±d, 

Smith,  Jamc*.  Judge  of  Dutches*  Co.,  X.  Y., 
tarred  and  feathered.  t:»>. 

Smith,  Judge,  Mr*.,  notice  of.  &EL 

Smith,  Lieut. -Col  .  at  Staten  Island,  3£L 

Smith,  Thomas,  in  the  Sim*buiy  Mine*,  313Q. 

Smith,  William,  of  N.  Y..  an  American  in- 
former. HU:  the  historian  of  New  York,  o'Jl . 

Smith.  William,  D.  I)  .  preached  a  masonic 
discourse  at  Philadelphia,  (ill. 

Sncad,  Major,  at  Eutaw  Springs,  1QLL 

Soley.  John,  of  Bo-ton, 

Somer*'-t  County.  N.  J.,  martial  ppirit  of  the 

Inhabitants  of!  SS. 
Songs,  sec  poetry, 

•'Son*  of  Liberty,"  of  two  kind*— debauchees 
and  minister*.  4Jt_;  of  New  York,  thank 
Vredenbnrg,  the  barber,  Lki;  in  New  York, 
correspond  witli  Wa-hington,  71 T. 

South,  movement.*  of  the  American*  at  the, 
877. 

Southampton,  Earl  of,  anecdote  of,  and  Spen- 
der, the  p< iet.  7*vS 
South  and  North.  2i, 

South  Carolina,  provincial  congress  of.  phut* 
up  the  court*  of,  li;  letter  front  the  general 
committee  of,  to  the  committee  of  New 
York.  59;  recommend*  the  arming  of  the 
people.  MM:  patriotic  movement*  In.  ll'.i; 
advised  bv  Congress,  ir»!>;  state  of  affair*  in, 
U'm  ;  whig*  hi."  'AM :  the  uniform  of  the 
rebel*  or.  5 10 ;  the  American*  at  Charleston 
propo*e  that  *he  sliall  remain  neutral,  IKS ; 
operation*  in,  Ski;  the  virtue  of  the  women 
of.  IMii 

Sotithhold,  Long  Island,  Sir  WlUIam  Erskinc 
at,  LLL 

Spain  accede*  to  the  Independence  of  Amer- 
ica, mi 

SpauUh  Armada,  Queen  Elizabeth'*  medal, 
184. 

Spaukllng,  Captain,  see  Wyoming. 
Spencer,  General,  notice  of,  148 ;  at  White 
Plain*,  liil 

Spencer,  ,  Rev.,   of  Trenton,  N.  J., 

mm 

Spenser,  auecdote  of,  7r>s. 

Springfield,  Ma**.,  court*  at,  closed,  3SL 

Springfield,  N.  J.,  Knypliauseif  *  descent  on. 

Sprout, Lieutenant-Colonel,  at  Quaker  Hill.  ilia. 
Spies.  Washington's  antipathy  for,  775. 
Sqnire*.  Capt.  Matthew,  (Br  ,)  commander  of 

the  Otter,  L1L 
St.  Augu-tinc,  Tor>'  excursion  from,  u3iL 
St.  Clair.  Gen  .  notice  of,  £EL 
St.  James'.  Honesty  ran  away  from,  flfis. 
St.  John,  see  Sention. 

St.  Leger,  Colonel.  (Br.,)  at  Fort  Schuyler. 
47*):  notice  of.  11LL 

St.  Patrick's  day.  celebrated  In  New  York, 
id ;  entertainment  in  honor  of,  at  Jamaica, 
L.  I.,  787:  Washington  orders  the  celebra- 
tion of.  7o9 

St.  Simon,  Manpd*  de,  appearance  of  his 
troops.  Kill,  mitt. 


St.  Tammany,  notice  of.  Tfr?. 

St.  Yankee's  Day,  celebrated  In  London.  2"! . 

Stacev,  Lieiitenaut-Coloiiel,  at  Cherry  Valley, 

ubl 

Stakes,  Captain,  wounded  at  Jamestown,  Ya., 


Stamford,  Ct.,  Tories  In.  pcize  the  powder,  IS. 
Slump  Act.  celebration  of,  at  I ambridgc, 
Mass.,  LCL 

Stanly,  Captain,  (Br.,)  performs  at  the  John 
street  Theatre  in  New  York,  : LSti . 

Stanton,  Ensign,  at  the  capture  of  Prescott, 
471). 

Stanton,  Major,  at  Bennington,  48) ;  See 
William  Barton,  H.7. 

Stark,  John,  G  n.,  at  Bennington,  Yt.,  479. 

Stalen  Island,  N  Y.,  skirmish  between  Amer- 
van  liitlemeu  on.  at  the  ship  of  war  Asia. 
'2111;  watering  place  on.  to  he  poisoned  by 
Washington,  £*.> :  General  Mercer's  descent 
on  :l £"> :  General  Sullivan's  descent  on,  4ft~2. 
4SI ;  Lord  Stirling's  al  tempt  on,  77s :  horse* 
dri\  en  from,  to  New  York,  on  the  Ice,  7.S4. 

Statesmen.  American,  came  from  nothing, 

Steam  Engine,  cylinder  for,  first  cast  at  New 
York.  £L 

Steen.  the  Gentian,  discover*  Zedvvit/.'*  let- 
ter. 

Stephen.  Brig.-Gen.,  at  the  battle  of  Prince- 
ton. U»2L 

Stephenson,  Captain,  (Br.,)  wounded  at  Mon- 
mouth. T.'.i'i 

Sterne,  General,  (Br.,)  150. 

Slerret,  Lieutenant,  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Island.  *J*.>7. 

Steuben.  Baron.  In  Yirginia,  nil. 

Stevens,  Colouel,  "of  the  Culpeper  battalion," 
1M1 

Stevens,  Colonel,  at  the  celebration  of  the  an- 
niversary of  the  French  allium-'-.  ti.vt. 

Stevens,  General,  at  Guilford,  ]7M,  ilgti. 

Steven*.  J{  Mrs.,  notice  of.  iS2i 

Steward,  Stephen,  British  destroy  the  house 
of.  liiL 

Stewart,  Colonel,  (Am..)  at  Monmouth. 
Stewart,  Colonel.  (Br.,)  at  Eutnw.  17SI.  1017 
Stewart.  Major,  at  Su.li  van's  attack  on  Staten 
Island,  4S5. 

Stewart,  John,  hi*  "Senator'*  Rcmcmbran- 
cer."  418. 

Stewart,  "Squire,"  2KL 

Stile*.  Ezra.  Doctor.  1  Id. 

Stillwater,  battle  of.  49L  i2S. 

Stirling.  Lady  Kitty,  at  the  celebration  of  the 
French  alliance,  r>7,*. 

Stirling,  Lady,  notice  of.  82L 

Stirling,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  (Br.,)  attempts 
to  surprise  Elizahcthtowii,  N.  J.,  GGl  ; 
wounded  at  Connecticut  Farms,  fcl4_ 

Stirllng,  Lord,  hunting  Tories.  li^j  "killed," 
gun ;  at  Long  Island,  296 ;  taken  prisoner. 
•£>' :  nuecdole  of,  IfcjQ;  deprecates  severity 
to  the  Tories.  STjSj  at  Trenton  Full*.  N.  J.. 
y>9 ;  narrow  escape  of.  44":  at  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  alliance  with  France,  571):  his 
descent,  730;  notice  or.  5JiL  7J3JL  WW ; 
decline*  the  southern  command.  774;  hi* 
attempt  on  Staten  Ulund,  77x;  skirmlshce 
with  knyphnuseu,  814;  tampered  with  by 
the  British.  'Jib. 

Stockbridge  Indians,  patriotism  of  the,  421, 

Stockton.  R..  Mrs.,  notice  of,  823. 

Stone,  William,  executed  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
4JA 

Stonlugton.  Conn.,  British  lender  at,  13L 
Stono  Ferry,  battle,  of,  bravery  of  the  Ameri- 
can* at,  t»u. 
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Stony  Point,  General  Wayne  captures,  T18; 
British  account  of,  1'At ;  the  capture  of, 
criticised  by  a  Tory.  722;  Sir  Henry  Clinton's 
soliloquy  on  I  lit*  storming  of,  726. 

Stormont.  Lord,  watching  Doctor  Franklin, 
387 ;  anecdote  of,  ssH). 

Stowe,  Timothy,  Captain,  of  Dedham,  Mass., 
32ti, 

Stratford,  Conn.,  an  odd  affair  at,  2UL 

Straulven/.ec,  Major,  i3r.,)  surprises  Mrs. 
Wasnington's  Guard*,  £22. 

Strong,  Benajah.  notice  of,  sTft. 

Stuart",  John.  British  superintendent  of  In- 
dian affairs,  HU, 

Sturgis,  Solomon,  killed  at  Fairfield,  Conn., 
ILL 

Stuyvcsant,  — — .  SHI 

"Subaltern,"  a  criticism  on  Cornwallls'  letter 
to  General  Clinton,  on  the  reduction  of 
Yorktown,  by  u.  LULL 

Suffolk  Resolves.  Maw.,  lfi. 

Suffolk  County,  N.  Y.,  inhabitants  of,  give  up 
their  arms.  'Ati. 

Sullivan'*  Island,  S.  C.  Sir  Peter  Parker's 
attack  on,  257.  253,  277;  representation  of 
Sir  Pcler  Parker  s  action  at,  in  England, 
3LVL 

Sullivan,  John.  General,  notice  of,  £3,  303, 
T7_L  HKfi :  taken  pri*oner,  at  the  battleof 
Long  Island.  2JJI;  at  the  battle  of  Trenton, 
865:  protests  against  the  departure  of  the 
French  Fleet  from  Rhode  Island.  613;  at 
Quaker  Hill.  nl5 :  to  be  enrolled  among  the 
heroes  of  New  England.  fit  7 :  his  difficulty 
with  Count  D'Estaing,  challenged  bv  Lafay- 
ette, 019;  expedition  against  the  Indians, 
1i2. 

Sumner,  Jethro,  General,  at  Eutaw  Springs, 
1012. 

Sumj>ter.  Thomas,  General,  at  Stono  Ferry, 
W>7:  at  Camden,  K.TT:  amusing  his  troops  on 
a  "nutting  party."  KW;  defeated  by  Tarle- 
ton.  Ml:  notice  of.  ST7. 

Supple.  Lieutenant.  (Br..)El!L 

Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  militia  of,  go  In  search 
of  Tories,  1&L 

Sutherland.  Major.  (Br..)  escapes  from  Powle's 
Hook.  Tii:  notice  of.  HU:L 

Sutton,  Captain,  at  Fort  St.  George,  871. 

Swashau,  a  chief  of  the  St.  Francis  Indians, 

Sweesy,  Caleb,  5££L 

Sweetser,  John,  of  Bo<ton,  8L. 

Switzerland,  France  renews  her  alliance  with, 

Sfifi. 

Symmonds.  Commodore,  notice  of,  912;  at 
Yorktown,  Um 

Taggart,  Mrs.,  notice  of.  82S. 

Talmadge,  Benjamin.  Colonel,  reduction  of 

Fort  St.  George.  ^7 :>;  at  Coram,  L.  I.,  873. 
Tallmau,  Mrs.,  notice  of.  S'-ii. 
Tnppan,  skirmi-Ii  near, 

Tar  and  Feathers,  in  Boston,  44,  56,  57j  at 
Charleston.  S.  C.,«Kli  n'lministere<l"by  South- 
ern soldiers,  lil;  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y., 
1'S.S ;  at  Qulbbletown.  N.  J.,  178;  a  woman 
threatened  with,  219;  origin  of.  226,  2U2; 
John  Roberts,  at  Charleston,  8.  C,  823. 

Tarleton,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  (Br.,)  visits 
Westchester,  N.  Y.,  (i^Oj  his  attack  on  Bed- 
ford,  N.  Y..  7'>1 ;  at  Camden.  Ml ;  defeated 
at  the  Cowpeu-s  ftot ;  nt  Guilford,  9,>7;  no- 
tices of.  1TTTT  invt 

Tarrytown,  N.TTTactlou  at,  9S£L 

Tatnall's,  near  Savannah,  American  works  at, 
ML 


Tawes,  Captain,  (Br..)  defeats  Count  Pulaski 

tkss;  killed  at  Savannah,  748. 
Taylor,  John,  :tt. 
Tazewell.  John,  notice  of.  '2t± 
Tea,  Boston  wives  must  buy  it.  liQ-  the  cause 

of  the  Revolution,  lfts;  trouble  at  Fhikiil. 

N.  Y.,  on  account  or  selling,  2»7. 
Telasse,  Indian  town  of.  M*l. 
Telico,  Indian  town  of, 

Temple,   ,  Mr.,  of  Charles  town.  Mass.. 

American   fortifications  on  the  laud  of. 


Terry,  Partial,  the  cruelty  of,  at  Wyoming. 

QUI . 

Ten  Evck.  Abraham.  Captain.  S8. 
Thacher,  Colonel,  at  Punk  Hill.  N.  J.,  JQS. 
Thayer.  Major,  at  Fort  Mifflin.  S22, 
"  The  American  Gazette,-'  burned  at  Sudburv, 

England,  22L 
The  American  Vicar  of  Bray,  a  poem.  700: 

theater*,  resolution  of  Congress  against, 

<>27 ;  British  officers  act  in,  at  New  York, 

017. 

I  "The  Bishop,"  of  Poughke^psie,  N  Y..  SfltL 
"The  Blank  Letter."  sent  to  Congress.  iLL 
The  Congratulation,  a  i  oem,  7ta. 
The  CrisK  published  in  England.  1775.  17B. 
The  expedition  to  Danhui  v.  a  poem.  428. 
The  expeiii  ion  to  Rhinle  Isl-n.d.  a  poem,  GIL 
The  Fair  An  erican.  privateer.  ft4T». 
The  Minute  Intelligencer.  .va. 
The  Paii-ing  American  Loyalist,  a  poem.  1CSL 
"The  Prudent  Generals  co"ni|»ared,' 
"The  Ro\al  Unite,"  a  name  applied  to  George 

the  Third.  llillL 
"The  Supremacy  of  Parliament,"  a  (arorite 

term  of  the  ministry,  tiOX 
The  Yankee  Privateer,  taken  by  the  British, 

Htr. 

Thirteen,  a  mystical  figure  of  the  Americans, 
677 ;  a  rebclnumber,  776. 

Thomas,  Captain,  g**2. 

Thomas.  Colonel,  of  N.  J..  21)5. 

Thomas,  Elias,  of  Boston.  SL 

Thomas.  General  John,  at  Roxhury,  Mass.. 
84;  takes  Dorche«tcr  Heights.  211;  a  favor- 
ite" of  Washington,  died  at  borvl,  In  Canada. 
Rio 

Thomas,  Mons..  his  poem.  Jnmonvirie,  922. 

Thomas,  ■  ,  Mr.,  counsellor  at  Plymouth, 

Mass.,  AL 

Thompson.  Barney,  piper  to  Rawdon's  regi- 
ment, 

Thompson,  Captain,  (Br..)  wounded,  22L. 
Thompson,  Colonel,  of  Pa.,  H»7. 
Thompson.  Ensign,  killed.  N.  Y.,  !WR. 
Thompson.  Lieutenant,  killed  at  Springfield, 
N.  J..  818. 

Thompson,  Marsh,  Colonel,  of  Sussex,  X.  J., 
182. 

Thompson,  William,  General,  notice  of,  ftfci. 

Thomson.  Charles,  notice  of,  2C6,  901;  called 

"nosey,"  Ri7- 
Thomson,  Mrs.,  notice  of,  823. 
Thurman,  John.  £L 

Thursday  Lecture,  reopened  in  Boston.  226. 
Tlcondcroga,  capture  of,  7s.  NO.  21 ;  e.mhqnAke 
at,  112:  lines  on  the  taking  of,  151 :  aban- 
doned by  St.  Clair.  470;  the  capture  of,  cele- 
brated iu  Liverpool,  England,  as? 
Tidmarsh,  Dr.,  of  Hartfortl. 


Conn..  Vi. 
of  Porche*ter,  Mas^.,  Q£L 
of  the  Charming  Peggv.  fifc. 
Tillv",  Moiis.  de,  of  the  French  Navv.  lili. 
"Timothv  Standlast,"  appeal  to  the  Virgin- 
ians, i*4L 


Tlleston. 
Tllley,  Captain, 
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Tipton,  Major,  of  S.  C,  82<L 

Titc oinb.  Colonel,  at  Quaker  11111,  G15, 

Title*,  of  Excellency  and  Honorable,  to  be 

abandoned,  '-MW. 
Tiverton,  It.  I.,  British  descent  on,  SSI- 
Toasts  arithmetical,  22. 
Tom  Thump,  played  at  New  York,  1777,  38G. 
Tonant,  Colonel,  at  Charleston,  SL  CM  1780, 

TO?. 

Tonvn,  Governor,  G33, 

To  pie.  Indian  town  of,  t£KL 

Tory,  dellnltlou  of  a^  13;  origin  of  the  term, 

Totten,  Lieutenant.  (Br.,)  <2L  2iQ. 

Townsend.  Mrs  .  notice  of,  jfcEL 

Tracy,  Jam*-*.  Captain  of  the  Yankee  Hero 

privateer,  'J*t. 
Travis,  Lieutenant,  at  Great  Bridge,  Va., 

iso. 

Treat.  Captain,  killed  at  F.»rt  Mifflin,  52L 
Trelawney.  Lieutenant-Colonel,  (Br.,)  at  Mon- 
mouth,  5iii. 

Trenton,  N  J.,  Declaration  of  Independence 
read  at,  'iW :  ttie  battle  of.  3*» I ;  reason  of 
the  success  of  the  American*  at,  ML;  notice 
of.  ItHf. 

Trinitv  Church.  In  New  York,  1Q± 

Tryon".  Governor,  arrived  at  New  York,  101 ; 
Congress  of  New  York  disapprove  an  ad- 
dress to,  IQT-  ordered  to  consider  the  Colo- 
nies lu  rebellion.  i:t«t;  his  message  to  the 
New  Yorker-*  in  ITT*!.  2H5;  effigy.  233:  re- 
ceive* a  letter  from  Colonel  Zedwltz,  2OT ; 
Toriei*  of  New  York,  address,  XE\  :  no- 
tice of,  tos;  hi*  expedition  to  Danbnry, 
Conn.,  4J»:  poetical  account  of.  -py ;  sends 
the  Conciliatory  Bills  Into  New  Jerwv,  5*>t ; 
descent  on  Horse  Neck.  WW;  at  New  Haven, 
7»lfi:  address  to  the  people  of  Connecticut, 
TIP;  saves  the  New  \  ork  Records.  lihN. 

"Tryon's  Arms,"  a  tavern  In  New  York, 

Tucker,  Samuel,  Governor  of  New  Jersey, 

•>s«t. 

'"Turf  and  Twin."  the  ceremony  of  the,  <iO.V 
Tnrnhull.  Captain,  <Br.,l  'aken  prl-ouer.  •.".>>. 
Turnbull.  George,  of  the  Koyal  American 

Regiment  at  Fort  Montgomery,  5(EL 
Turner.  Dr..  13J. 

Turtle-,  a  cargo  of,  Intended  for  Lord  North, 
taken  Into  Portsmouth,  N.  II.,  27S,. 

Tuttle.  •.  maltreated  at  New  Haven,  70S. 

Twiggs.  Colouel.  hi>«  expedient,  HIS. 
Tyler.  General,  at  (Quaker  Hill,  G15. 
Tympany.  Major,  at  S'aten  Island,  1777,  4fl3 
Tyno,  John,  wounded  at  Lexington,  i£L 

Ulster  County.  N.  Y..  negro  plot  at.  2L 
"Unconditional  Submission,"  a  favorite  term 

of  the  mini-dry.  ON. 
Underhill,  Nathaniel,  taken  prisoner  by  the 

Americans,  171. 
Union  exemplified.  HW- 

Union  flair,  of  New  York,  35_l  unfolded  at 
Williamsburg,  Ya.,  on  the  day  the  Conven- 
tion vot  -d  for  independence, 

United  State-*,  the  future  of  the.  *TT1 :  will 
crouch  to  France.  <>7i :  the  Bible  to  be 
strictly  prohibited  in;  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion make*  gn-ut  progress  in  ;  the  Old  South 
M  •  'tin_'  h Mi«e  at  Boston  fitted  up  for  a 
Cathedral,  nil ;  Te  Detim celebrated  through- 
out th>:  political  prisoners  privately  be- 
headed, Xc,  Wrfi- 

Valentine'-i  Hill  Tarlcton  attacks  the  rebels 
there,  i»:i. 


Valley  Forge,  the  American  army  at,  527,  536; 

celebration  of  the  French  ailiance  at,  ill. 
Valnals,  M.  de,  at  Harvard  College,  TJfiL 
Van  Blnschola.  Jacob,  his  house  burned,  12. 
Van  B'-ren,  Major,  carried  to  New  York,  U23. 
Van  Buskirk,  Colonel,  (Br.,)  excursion  into 

New  Jency,  781. 
Van  Cleve,  B.,  Mrs.,  notice  of,  £23. 
Van  Cortlandt,  Augustus,  290,  5!iL 
Vandeput.  Captain,  of  the  British  ship  Asia, 

131;  anecdote  of  Earl  Percy  and,  23U. 
Vauderbilt.  Jeremiah,  2*.t5. 
Vanderville,   Lieutenant,  at  Powle'a  Hook, 

737. 

Van  Dyke,  James.  37*  45. 

Van  Home,  Augustus,  taken  prisoner,  220. 

Van  Home,  Garret,  LL 

Van  Home,  Miss  Joanna,  married,  12. 

Van  Kirk,  John,  ti&L 

Vau  Mater.   .  maltreated,  TltL 

Van  Ness,  "  Squire,"  Wfi. 
Van  Pelt,  Lieutenant,  512. 
Van  Rachter,  Lieutenant,  killed  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward, mi 

Van  Scluiack.  Colonel,  commands  the  expedi- 
tion against  the  Onondaga  Indians,  <>7U; 
pursues  Sir  John  Johnson,  S11 

Van  T  issel,   .  of  Tarrvtown,  taken  by 

Tarleton  at  Bedford.  N.  Y..  7D3. 

Van  Wart,  Isaac,  captures  Major  Andre,  852. 

Van  Wyck.  Dr..  Utii. 

Van  Zandt,  Wynant,  Captain,  at  New  York, 

lar- 
Va  n  r.ant,  Mrs.,  notice  of.  S93. 
Varniim.  James  M..  General,  fil.V 
Vassal!,  Colonel,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  40. 
Vaughn,  (Br  .)  4.V1.  fflfiL 
Veaxey,  Captain,  killed  at.  Long  Island,  2QL 
Venango,  oil  springs  near.  711. 
"Ventldlus."  remarks  on  the  career  of  Sir 

William  Howe  In  America  by.  WW. 
Vemiont.  people  of  New  York  flee  to.  0<W 
Veteran  House,  the.  at  Philadelphia.  479. 
"Viator."  an  account  of  the  Dark  Day  in  1780, 

by.  KIT. 

Vienna,  the  Congress  of.  272. 

Vlets.  Roger.  Rev.,  a  Connecticut  Torv,  3flft. 

Villier*.  M  de.  at  the  Great  Meadows.  <tSL 

Vincent.  William,  En«L'n.  notice  of,  ML 

Viomenll,  Baron  de,  (jTL  KVtfi 

Virginia,  the  people  of,  abhor  Lord  Punmore, 
121 ;  Independence  advocated  by  a  clttscn 
of.  201 :  votes  for  Independence.  2(1 :  cele- 
bration In  honor  of  the  act.212_:  Hues  to,  on 
voting  for  independence,  an :  change  in  the 
church  sendee  in,  2W):  appeal  to  the  people 
of,  by  Timothy  Standfast,  S3t ;  Arnold's 
expedition  Into,  EfcL  1»10_;  "must  yield  to 
Cornwall!"*."  9*1 ;  Comwallis  acknowledges 
the  bravery  of  the  militia  of.  (>*.t7 :  bravery 
of  the  troops  of  at  Kn'aw  Springs,  li>H>; 
affairs  In,  in  October.  17*1.  1037 

Virginians.  32j  address  to,  on  the  destruction 
of  Norfolk.  lilL 

Voorhics,  Captain,  killed  at  Brunswick,  N.  J., 
7W> 

Vn-denburgh,  Jacob,  the  patriotic  barber, 
uti. 

Wadsworth,  General,  at  White  Plains.  ^5. 

Walker.   ,  of  Mass.,  killed  at  (Quaker 

Hill.  iilfL 

Wallace,  Alexander.  Imprisoned  In  New  York, 
2S9. 

Wallace,  Hugh.  KW,  m 

Wallace,  James,  Captain,  (Br.,> 

Wallace,  Sir  James,  taken  by  the  French,  155. 
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••  Walsingham,"  remarks  on  the  depreciation 

of  paper  money  by,  Hi*. 
"Waltbro  Van  Cluiterbank,"  hi*  harangue, 

43$. 

Walton,  Abraham,  ]&:  captured  by  the  rebels, 

Walton.  Colonel,  wounded  at  Savannah,  Mi. 

Wangcuhciiii,  Captain,  it?*). 

Wanto  i.  Joseph,  anecdote  of,  7.*»'j. 

Wanton,  Joseph,  Jr  ,  refuses  to  take  General 

LeeV  oath,  li£L 
War.  what  i-  it  r— »1. 

Ward.  Artemus.  appointed  to  Washington's 

staff.  IWi  at  the  evacuation  of  Boston, 
Ward,  Nancy,  the  famous  Indian  woman,  hfltL 
Ward.  Stephen,  skirmish  at  the  house  of,  in 

Westchester,  4J2L 
Ward.  Thomas.  Captain.  (Br.,)  MIL 

Warden,  .  a  pilot  for  the  British,  6L 

Ware.   .  Geueral  Uowe  a  commissary- 

gencral.  .Vii) 
Warner.  Old   Peggv,  a  creditor  of  General 

Arnold.  9_Qi 
Warner,  Seth,  Colonel,  at  Hubbardton,  473; 

at  Bunnington,  4sa>. 
Wanvn.  Joseph,  General,  hie  oration  on  the 
Boston  Massacre  criticised.  3J;  at  the  ex- 
changer the  Lexington  prisoner*.  89;  killed 
at  Bunker  Hill.  letters  found  in  his 
pocket,  HQ;  scheme  to  seize  him.  15? ;  his 
retinitis  reinterred;  Morton's  oration  on, 
SSL.  '"addicted  to  liquor,"  339;  notice  of, 
10  Hi 

Warren,  Sir  Peter.  T2L 

Warren.  B,  I.,  British  descent  on,  534. 

Wanvarsing,  N.  Y.,  burning  of,  994. 

Washington,  elected  commander-in-chief  of 
the  American  forces;  Congress  appoints  his 
staff;  his  remark  concerning  Amherst's  en- 
gaging to  subdue  America,  Ufi;  reviews  the 
Philadelphia  military,  IUU;  sets  out  for  the 
army  at  Cambridge.  Mass. ;  arrives  at  New 
York,  BH  :  his  answer  to  the  address  of  the 
New  York  Congress ;  escorted  from  New 
York,  lot:  child  named  after,  \il ;  called 
"George  Washington.  Esq.,"  129,  273;  an- 
ecdote of,  190:  ••another  Lord "RssexT^QG ; 
separated  from  his  wife,  Sill;  his  skill  in 
driving  the  British  from  Boston,  ±H:  at  the 
reopening  of  the  Thursday  Lecture  in  Bos- 
ton, 2 J » ;  dines  nt  the  "Bnnch  of  Grape-,"' 
a  tavern  in  Boston.  221;  dinner  to,  at  New 
York,  2>4;  conspiracy  to  kill  at  New  York, 
253;  Interview  with  Colonel  Patterson.  ; 
in  eftigy.  *7*:  will  burn  New  York, 
rather  than  retreat.  288-  his  magazines  in 
Cortlandt's  Manor,  N.  Y.,  2511;  ejaculation 
at  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  S&I;  accused 
of  a  design  to  poison  the  wells  at  Stat -it 
Island,  •■tin);  loves  Putnam ;  his  army  eats 
kittens  and  driuks  cider-rum.  830:  the  devil 
only  knows  his  movemeuts,  35? ;  onlers  the 
corn,  Ac,  in  New  Jersey,  destroyed.  3S8:  at 
Trenton.  •'»» I ;  appointed  Dictator.  367;  "the 
first  or  last  or  men,"  J£i3  ;  at  Princeton.  311 ; 
notice  of.  in  1777,  331 ;  "  the  Lord  Protec- 
tor." his  pro  lam  it  ion  in  1777.  in  answer  to 
the  Howe-.  proclamation  criticised, 

3-U :  "the  best  man  living."  39fl:  has  no 
buttons  on  his  clothing.  399,  4fll;  compared 
with  Crojiwell.  4JU:  Mr.  Riirby  offers  to 
box.  412:  forbids  gaming  In  the  army.  444 : 
at  Ouibhletown.  N.  J..44S;  marches  through 
Philadelphia  1777,  4s/i :  geueral  orders  issned 
at  Wilmington,  Septembers,  1 777.  Wi :  burnt 
in  eftigy  at  Edmonton.  England.MIL;  returns 
the  paper  money  to  Congress,  Mi ;  his  army 


supplies  rags  for  making  paper  money,  S43; 
Moloch  favors;  Southern  Mutes  strengthen 
the  hands  of,  554 :  how  he  loM  his  senses, 
Btil ;  his  appearance  at  the  cclcbratiou  of 
the  French  alliance.  578:  accused  of  "  trap- 
ping" the  Ncv»  Knglaiidcr.-.  ^sj :  at  Moi.- 
luoiith,  593 ;  notice  of.  tjtri.  titU  ;  a  portrait 
of,  presented  to  Count  D'fcstauig,  ty  Juha 
Hancock.  li'i? :  a  junto  at  Puibuelpt.U  to 
depose.  liLCL:  ut  the  French  ball  iu  Philadel- 
phia, <33t»;  his  proclamation  requiring  fat 
cattle  criticised,  till;  his  portrait,  pa:  i.  ted 
br  Peale,  VJii;  at  the  celebration  of  tike  an- 
niversary of  the  French  alliance  at  Plucke- 
min,  N.  J  ,  i>>7 ;  his  '•  staled  miserable?, 
choj>-fallen,"  7>>4 :  wears  out  three  pairs  of 
breeches  in  silting  for  his  portrait,  730; 
Congress  requeMs  the  Court  of  France  to 
find  a  pretext  for  gelling  rid  of.  "I" :  medi- 
tates an  atlack  on  New  York.  S>5:  nar- 
row escape  from  drowning,  TT  i :  sketch  of 
the  general  appearance  and  h.il)ifs  of;  at- 
tends divine  sen- ice  regularly;  lias  a  great 
antipathy  to  spies,  775 :  drinks  a  gla-s  of 
punch  after  supper;  lias  thirteen  toe*  on  his 
feet,  ??>> :  <  rth-rs  the  celehniiion  of  St.  Pat- 
rick's Day ;  Torv  remarks  ou.  T3t»;  on  a 
secret  visit  to  Eflzahcthtowu.  N.~3777VJ:  a 
short  sketch  of  the  life  and  character  of.  by 
an  Engli-h  writer,  S-.ii :  his  pcr-onrd  &t»;-ear- 
ancc;  his  face  marked  with  the  small-pox; 
a  total  ctranger  to  religions  prejudice*.  i££I ; 
King  of  Prussia  presents  his  portrait  to, 
S3.*> ;  discovers  Arnold  s  treachery.  851 ;  An- 
dres letter  to,  S56;  receives  a  letter  of  res- 
ignation from  Arm  Id,  til:  playing  the  game 
of  "Goose,"  Ni7 :  much  in  the  French  in- 
terest. (115;  at  Fort  Necessity.  '>£>;  Doctorate 
of  Laws  conferred  upon.  910:  Kivnigton 
acenses  him  of  ••fibbing."  Uy2:  called  the 
••murderer  of  Andre."  Us3;  leaves  White 
Plains,  82L:  at  Philadelphia.  Atnmst,  17*1. 
Kyi;  portrait  of.  defaced  at  Philadelphia, 
Rivlngton's  remarks  on.  1019 :  at  Yorktown, 
KriS.  1Q3I);  notices  of.  \m>.  KM'..  1045;  con- 
gratulates  the  Americans  ou  the  reduction 
of  CornwaUis,  iimi. 

Washington,  Lady,  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania 
present  a  coach  to,  4 Hi :  the  Virginians  pre- 
sent a  medal  to;  arrives  nt  WilHatn«h>arir, 
Va.,  477 ;  at  the  celebration  of  the  French 
alliance,  S77;  her  guards  surprised  by  Major 
Straubenzee.  6'iJ ;  notice  of,  007;  has  a  cat 
she  calls  •■  Hamilton,"  77f>. 

Washington.  William  A..  Colonel,  captures  a 
party  of  British,  near  Charleston.  S  C.  7°T ; 
at  Guilfonl.  Hill ;  at  Hobkirk's  Hill.  5H; 
at  Eutaw  Springs,  1013;  notices  of,  i***, 
ISttL 

Waterbnrv,  Conn  .  393. 
Waterburv.  General,  notice  of.  KSL  9GL 
Watson.  Lieutenant-Colonel.  (Br  .lSLL 
Watts,  John,  an  American  Informer.  193 
Watts,  John,  Jr..  married.  14.5;  notice  of.  23Q 
Wavne.  General,  attacked  by  General  Gray. 
4i«S;  at  Monmouth.  raptures  Stonv 

Point.  718.  7--M:  called  "Polly."  730;  notice 
of.  774;  bis  attack  on  the  block-house  at 
Bergen.  N  J..  t<a6;  subdues  the  revolt  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line.  m»:  frightens  Coru- 
wallis  at  Jamestown,  Va.,  97ti;  wouuded  In 
Virginia,  1^. 
Wehb.  Colonel,  at  White  Plains,  33fi;  anecdoto 

of  his  flfcr  boy,  .V!7 
Websier,  Grant,  of  Boston.  &L 
Webster,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  t Br. .>  7-21 ;  at  the 
battle  of  Camden,  645;  at  Guilford,  WTj  *£XL 
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Wcddcrbnrn,  ,  bis  attack  on  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, 1L 

Wfcuen,  George,  General,  at  Gloucester,  Va., 

Well*,  ,  at  Cherry  Valley,  K$L 

Wells,  Colonel,  captured  by  the  British,  878. 
Welch.  Captain,  2L 

Wclwood,  ,  Dr.,  hie  notice  of  Tories,  Bfi. 

VVentworth,  John,  Governor,  an  American  in- 
former, llfi;  "a  scoundrel."  3LL 

Wesrott.  Colonel,  Mrs.,  notice  of.  823. 

Westchester,  N.  Y.,  di»  laration  of  the  inhab- 
itant* of.  G2;  a  woman  driven  around  the 
rebel  camp  at,         British  excursion  to, 

We.» t field,  N.  J.,  British  encamp  at,  LIS. 
West  Indie",  Martinis  Dc  Bouillc's  operations 
in  the,  IV 

Westminster  Massacre,  account  of  the,  fifl, 

Westminster,  Yt.,  burial-ground  at,  ILL 

Wcstovcr.  Va..  iiLL 

West  Point.  Arnold'*  design  on,  851 

West,  Stephen,  a  Tory  killed,  GIL 

Wethersf  cld.  Conn.,  threatens  New  York,  70 ; 

company  of,  attend*  the  exchange  of  Lex- 

lnglun  prisoners,  iftL 
Wevmouth,  Mass.,  British  attempt  to  kind  at, 

8i. 

Wemyss,  Major,  BTL  1090 

Wharton,  Thomas,  Jr  ,  President  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, ML 

Wheeler,  Timothy,  anecdote  of,  Go. 

Wheelock.  Colonel,  at  Ticonderoga,  32fi. 

Whig*,  origin  of,  101 ;  "sour  milk,"  VM;  more 
to  bo  feared  from  interested,  than  all  the 
Tories,  lijQ. 

Whlldeu,  Mr-.,  notice  or.  323. 

Whitcomh,  Colouel,  at  the  Nantasket  expcdl- 
tion.  ilL 

Whitcomh.  Deacon,  of  Lancaster,  Mass.,  an- 
ecdote of.  12JL 

White.  William.  D.  D.,  Bishop,  notice  of.  (V40; 
ofiiciate*  at  the  funeral  of  William  Henry 
Dravton.  741. 

White,  Captain.  QLG. 

White  Horse  Tavern,  on  the  Lancaster  (Pa.) 
road.  -Mi. 

Whitehurst,  Thomas,  killed  In  a  stamp  riot, 
223. 

Whitemarsh.  skirmish  at,  K-Jfi. 

White  Plains,  X.  Y  ,  Loyal  meeting  at,  61_; 
battle  of.  2£L 

Whiting,  Major,  of  Dedham,  Mass..  at  Cherry 
Valley,  COL 

Whitmore,  Gurdnn,  a  Connecticut  Tory,  3QS. 

Whitney,  Colonel,  at  the  Nantasket  expedi- 
tion. 2iL 

Wlckoff,  Jacob,  Mrs.,  notice  of.  623. 
Wigfall,  Joseph,  anecdote  of.  Hi-i 
Wirglesworth.  Colonel,  at  Quaker  Hill.  GIL 
Wilcox,  Ensign,  at  the  capture  of  General 

Prescott,  17t>. 
Wilde,  Jonathan,  notice  of,  r»U» 
Wilkes.  John,  offers  a  letter  of  Introduction 

to  John  Hancock,  to  Bur;:oyne,  .Vrfi. 
Wilkesborre.  Pa.,  see  Wyoming,  f>!r7. 
Will.  tt.  Marinus.  at  Peek-kill,  X.  Y  ,  410: 

notice  of,  4T.s :  at  the  expedition  against  the 

Onondaga  Indians.  fJ#) 
William  Henry.  Pri  sce,  arrival  of.  at  Xcw 

York,  Kr.'  J;  his  address  to  the  citizens.  -1*K> ; 

Whig  criticism  on,  called  "William  Henry 

Gtulph,"  lffia, 
Williams,  ,  Mr.,  taken  prisoner  by  Lord 

Dunmoro,  171. 
Williams,   ,  promoter  of  the  Decrflcld 

(Mass.)  instructions,  UGtL 


Williams,  Colonel,  ol  Guilford.  1781,  OMj  at 

Kutaw  Springs,  1U12. 
Williams,  Ihivid,  capture*  Major  Andre,  H52. 
Williams,  Ezekicl,  a  Tory,  killed,  GiL 
Williams,  Henry,  0G5. 
Williams,  Israel,  maltreated,  ii 
Williams,  J.,  Captain,  <>••>. 
Williams,  James,  Colouel, 
Williams,  Job,  cut  down  Bo-ton  liberty-tree, 

Williams,  John,  of  Boston,  SL 

Williams,  Samuel,  Captain,  of  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  at  hattle  of  Lexington,  GtL 

Williamsburg,  Va..  reception  of  the  news  of 
battle  of  Lexington  at.  T>_;  Peyton  Ran- 
dolph's reception  at,  b8j  magazine  at,  ex- 
ploited, 1G2. 

N\  illiamson.  General,  at  Augusta.  7S.*>. 

Williamson,  Andrew,  raptured  by  the  rebels, 
and  released  by  Major  Fra/cr,  '■>'  I 

WilN,  Thomas,  Captain,  (Br.,)  at  Monmouth, 
f.'.O. 

Wilmington,  Del.,  f>57. 
Wilmington.  X.  C,  Cornwall!*  at.  lr>.*1. 
Wihnot,  Captain,  at  Powle's  Hook,  7:tT. 
Wilson,   ,  a  collector  of  Xew  Jersey, 

MIL 

Wilson.  Jonathan,  Captain,  of  Bedford,  Mass., 

wounded  at  Lexington, 
Wilson.  Joseph.  5IL 

Winchelsen.  Karl  of.  hi*  son  killed,  JJIL 
Winds,  William,  Brigadier-General,  his  In- 
structions, -J9H. 
Win-borough,  X.  C,  Cornwall!*  retreats  from, 

Winslow,  Edward,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  152. 

Winslow,  Job,  notice  of.  T.Vi. 

Win-low,  Mr.,  at  the  disturbance  In  Boston.  UL 

Wingard,  Seth,  extract  of  a  letter  from.  S47. 

Winston.  Major,  at  King's  Mountain,  b£fL 

Winter  Hill,  Americans  fortify,  iia, 

Wi-ner.  "Old."  (Henry.)  !MkL 

Witherspoon,  John,  D.  D.,  In  efllgy, 231; easily 
baited  by  Washington.  1 15. 

Wolfe,  Captain,  (Br..)  killed,  ML 

Women:  petition  of  the  old.  of  Philadelphia, 
ft);  anecdote  of  a  patriotic,  ±1 :  lines  to  the 
Boston,  110:  of  Kinderhook.  X.  Y  ,  tar  and 
feather  a  Tory.  Ill;  bravery  of  a  New  Jersey 
woman.  4M:  British  soldiery  abuse  the, 
of  Amelia  County,  Va.,  w  ill  not  receive  the 
address  of  any  person,  nnless  he  has  served 
in  the  American  army,  4JiJ_;  disguised  as 
Indians,  and  aiding  the  Tories.  Mi:  of  Ber- 
gen County,  X.  J.,  wear  the  breeches.  527 ; 
of  Xew  York,  fit  out  the  Fair  American  pri- 
vateer,  GJJL:  the  beauty  of  the  Xew  Jersey, 
tifr):  heroism  cf  the  ftew  Jersey,  at  Stir- 
ling's descent  on  Eli/.abcthtow  n.  fifia :  the 
story  of  Mr*.  Bos*.  CM ;  siiffr rings  of  the, 
din  ing  the  siege  of  -Savannah,  lil :  patriotism 
of  the,  in  Charleston,  &  C  ,  HLf>;  the  senti- 
ments of  a  Xew  Jersey  woman.  81'.) ;  raise 
money  for  the  use  of  the  American  army. 
r'i'i ;  patriotism  of  the  Maryland.  8f>7:  no  tax 
on,  b"~ :  a  true  woman,  i'l'  l:  at  Charleston, 
S.  ('.,  will  not  attend  the  British  assemblies. 
Cornwall!*'*  opinion  of  thetn,iliG;  the  virtue 
of  the  Carolina.  '.Wks. 

Wood,  Joseph,  1170. 

Woodbridge.  X.  J..  Tory-hunters  set  ont  from. 
1!»S;  notice  of,  4fJ;  'British  descent  into, 

ivv.. 

Wo«wlford,  William,  Colonel,  marched  for  the 
relief  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  HI:  nt  the  battle  of 
Great  Bridge,  r.O:  letter  from,  to  Edmund 
Pendleton,  1W;  arrive.*  at  Charleston,  TJfcL 
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Wnodhnl).  Nathaniel.  General,  at  the  battle  of 
LotiK  Island,  3U3;  maltreated  by  the  British, 
3US. 

Woodhnll.  Rev.  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  1031. 

Wooster,  David.  General,  arrive**  at  New 
York,  imi:  dinner  to,  ml  ;  at  Heath's 
attempt  on  Fort  Independence,  400:  at  Dan- 
burv.  Conn.,  in  1777,  4g4 ;  biographical 
notice  of.  132. 

Worcely,  Benjamin,  killed  at  Cherry  Valley, 
ft.il . 

Worcester.  Mas«.,  courts  at  prevented  from, 
:{*.<:  Briti-h  pri>oners  eonflnetl  at,  77_I  Tories 
disarmed  at,  M,  . 

Wright.  Lieut..  <Br..l  at  Hampton.  Va.,  IM. 

Wriirht,  Sergeant,  of  the  3d  Penn.  Kcgiment, 
wounded  at  Mount  Washington,  N.  Y.,  342. 

Wiirm.  de.  Colonel.  iiiti. 

Wyllys.  Colonel,  1JL 

Wvnantz,  Lieutenant,  captured  by  the  British, 

Wyoming,  the  massacre  at,  fifr7. 

Yammncraw,  near  Savannah,  Ga..  encamp- 
ment of  the  loyalists  at;  Hessian  hospital 
at.  2S3. 

Yankee,  Etymology  of  the  word,  M, 

Yankees,  ,  tiic  British  in  Boston  afraid 

of,  tfL 


Yankee  Poodle,  played  at  a  mob  in  Bo«ton. 
45;  anecdote  or  Earl  Percy  and.  fi7  ;  played, 
at  the  destruction  of  ftmngton'R  press  in 
New  York,  174 ;  played  at  the  celebration  of 
St.  Yankee'*  day  in  London,  233. 

Yankee  Hero,  privateer,  account  of  her  cap- 
ture, 2iL 

"  Yawning*  of  Tautology,"  173. 

York,  Pa,,  Congress  meets  at,  Sift 

York  Coiintv,  Pa.,  riflemen  annoy  the  British 
in  Boston!  12L 

York.  Sir  Joseph,  anneedote  of  his  reception 
at  the  Hague,  111;  notice  of.  771. 

Yorktown,  Va.,  affairs  at.  17M.  9tiO,  1011  ;  the 
siege  of,  commenced,  UfcCT ;  -*ki rrn i ~h  before  ; 
British  evacuate  Pigeon  quarter;  General 
Weeden  and  Dnke  de  Lauzen  at  Gloucester. 
lir.'T;  situation  of  the  French  shipping  at, 
oTrJ;  a  card  to  the  Britit-h  at.  1Q2L:  invented, 
1030:  Cornwallis'  surrender;  appearance  of 
the  British  troopsat.  Ml\:  Cornwall!"'  report 
of  the  siege  of,  103S;  tiic  report  criticised, 
1ML 

Youngs,  Captain,  at  Allen's  attack  on  Mon- 
treal, l.%8. 

Zedwitz,  Colonel,  letter  to  Governor  Trvon, 

a*!*;  a  prisoner,  3^  ftS3. 
Zubly,  John  J.,  D.  D.,  at  Congress,  119, 
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